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DIARY  AND  LETTERS  OF 
RUTHERFORD  BIRCHARD  HAYES 

CHAPTER  XXVI 

IN  THIRTY-NINTH  AND  FORTIETH  CONGRESS - RECON¬ 

STRUCTION  —  1865-1867 

HAYES  resigned  his  commission  in  the  army  early  in  June, 
1865,  and  returned  to  Ohio.  Mrs.  Hayes,  who  had  been 
with  him  during  his  last  few  weeks  of  service,  rejoined  her 
mother  and  children  at  Chillicothe  and  continued  her  stay  there 
and  at  Fremont  until  October,  when  the  Hayes  house  in  Cincin¬ 
nati,  which  had  been  leased,  could  be  occupied.  Meanwhile 
Hayes  was  maintaining  his  headquarters  at  Cincinnati,  making 
frequent  visits  to  Chillicothe,  Fremont,  Delaware,  and  Colum¬ 
bus.  He  was  busy  with  his  new  duties  as  Congressman  and  in 
making  speeches  in  behalf  of  General  J.  D.  Cox,  Republican 
candidate  for  governor.  The  Diary  is  silent  during  the  summer, 
and  the  remaining  letters  are  few  and  of  slight  importance.] 


Fremont,  June  22,  1865. 

Dearest  :  —  I  came  here  Monday,  and  am  enjoying  life  as 
well  as  could  be  expected  without  my  darling.  .  .  .  Uncle 

has  enlarged  on  Old  Whitey’s*  merits  until  he  is  the  most  re¬ 
markable  horse  since  the  Bucephalus  of  Alexander. 

I  shall  go  over  to  Willoughby  to  see  Hastings  before  I  come 
home.  You  need  not  look  for  me  until  the  middle  of  next  week. 
I  am  talking  over  the  future  with  Uncle.  I  suspect  we  shall 

*  “Old  Whiley”  was  Hayes’s  war  horse.  He  lived  a  pensioner  at  Spiegel 
Grove  for  fifteen  years.  His  grave  in  the  grove  is  marked  by  a  great 
boulder. 
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final  [ly]  leave  “events  to  shape  themselves,”  as  McClellan  used 

to  do.  *«•., 

Affectionately,  ever, 

R. 

Mrs.  Haves. 

Cincinnati,  July  6,  1865. 

Dear  Uncle  :  —  Lucy  will  still  remain,  as  heretofore,  at  Chilli- 
cothe ,  if  she  leaves  at  all,  it  will  only  be  for  a  short  visit.  The 
two  big  boys,  Birch  and  Webb,  are  both  very  anxious  to  go  to 
Fremont,  and  will  do  so,  I  think,  in  about  a  couple  of  weeks. 

I  have  taken  a  room,  southeast  corner  of  Fourth  and  Elm 
Streets,  and  will  make  headquarters  for  the  present  at  the  office 
of  Stephenson  and  Noyes.  I  left  Chillicothe  yesterday.  All  very 
well.  Our  present  purpose  is  to  arrange  some  way  to  keep  house 
next  winter  and  have  Mother  Hayes  with  Lucy,  but  perhaps 
nothing  better  be  said  to  Mother  yet.  Lucy  will  like  to  live 
with  me  at  Spiegel  Grove  whenever  I  am  ready  to  go  there. 

Sincerely, 

0  R.  B.  H. 

S.  Birchard. 

Cincinnati,  July  9,  1865. 

My  Dearest  :  I  have  got  a  large,  airy  third-story  room  on 
the  southeast  corner  of  Fourth  and  Walnut,  and  find  myself  re¬ 
markably  well  camped.  A  little  hot,  and  somewhat  lonely  of 
nights.  Thus  far  I  find  occupation  enough  with  correspondence, 
listening  to  all  sorts  of  applications,  and  hunting  up  old  ac¬ 
quaintances.  .  .  . 

General  Buckland  here  today,  also  Senator  Sherman.  “Poli¬ 
tics  a  bad  trade”  runs  in  my  head  often.  Guess  we’ll  quit. 

Affectionately, 

Mrs.  Hayes. 

Cleveland,  July  30,  1865. 

Dear  Lucy:  — The  Twenty-third  goes  out  in  fine  feather. 
Perhaps  no  regiment  from  Ohio  is  so  fortunate  in  its  reception 
and  last  days.  I  wish  you  could  have  been  here.  We  rode  in 
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the  procession  yesterday  to  the  dedication  [of  the  monument  to 
the  dead  of  the  regiment].  Hastings,  Miss  Hastings,  and  Mrs. 
Comly  in  the  carriage  I  was  in  —  next  after  the  band. 

Mother  [Webb]  and  Joe  go  tomorrow  to  Niagara.  On  re¬ 
turn  they  go  to  see  the  boys  [Birchard  and  Webb]  at  Fremont. 
Boys  very  happy  there  and  very  good,  the  cause  of  happiness 

to  others.  As  ever,  darling,  your 

R. 


Mrs.  Hayes. 


Cincinnati,  August  25,  1865. 


My  Darling  :  —  I  am  not  yet  quite  sure  but  I  think  we  shall 
go  into  our  old  home  about  the  middle  of  October  —  not  sooner. 
You  can  give  up  your  rooms  when  you  come  down,  if  you  prefer 


to  do  so.  . 

I  had  a  fine  time  yesterday  at  the  Green  Township  “Harvest 
Home”  —  beautiful  custom,  where  old,  young,  etc.,  dance,  sing, 


eat,  play,  and  listen  to  speeches.  Matthews  made  one  of  the  set 
speeches.  I  was  also  exhibited  as  a  “vet”  and  got  off  very 
luckily  with  a  few  successful  sentences. 

I  shall  look  for  you  sometime  next  week.  Have  told  Uncle 
we  shall  be  there  next  week  — middle  to  last  of  the  week.  We 
shall  go  via  Toledo  if  you  do  not  object.  —  Love  to  all. 


Ever  your 


Mrs.  Hayes. 


Cincinnati,  September  17,  1865. 

Dear  Mother  Webb:  —  I  left  Lucy  and  the  boys  at  Fremont 
—  all  well  and  very  happy  —  last  Tuesday.  I  did  expect  to  go 
up  to  Ross  County  to  see  you  and  George  this  week,  but  I  am  in 
the  hands  of  a  political  committee  for  the  next  three  weeks  and 
can’t  determine  my  own  movements  much  better  than  I  could 
when  I  was  in  the  army.  .  . 

We  can  get  our  house  soon  after  October  and  may  be  able  to 
get  in  it  by  the  15th  or  20th.  —  Love  to  all.. 

Affectionately, 

Mrs.  Maria  Webb,  R.  B.  Hayes. 

Chillicothe. 
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Cincinnati,  October  i,  1865. 

My  Darling  :  The  duds  are  in  the  house  and  the  repairing, 
etc.,  begun.  It  will  be  cramped  and  I  fear  seem  gloomy  to  you 
at  first,  but  I  trust  we  shall  find  it  as  happy  as  ever. 

I  have  made  two  quite  successful  speeches  this  week  —  one 
at  Marysville  in  Union  County,  and  the  other  at  General  Grant’s 
meeting  at  his  old  home  in  Clermont  County.  I  also  spoke  so-so 
at  several  meetings  in  this  county  and  city.  I  speak  at  Sidney  in 
Shelby  County  on  the  3d  and  Wednesday  the  4th  will  come  in 
the  morning  train  from  Toledo.  My  voice  and  health  are  good. 
The  night  ride  after  speaking  at  Sidney  will  leave  me  a  little 
fagged  out  at  Fremont. 

I  hope  I  shall  be  with  you  Wednesday  night  and  Thursday 
night.  I  then  come  home  via  Wayne  County  and  will  go  up  to 
you  immediately  after  the  election.  —  Love  to  all. 

Ever,  your 

Mrs.  Hayes,  ^ 

Fremont. 

Cincinnati,  October  22,  1865. 

Dear  Mother:  — I  am  again  pretty  well  settled  in  my  old 
home  on  Sixth  Street.  It  is  very  pleasant  to  be  in  my  own  house 

agam-  _  The  boys  are  not  yet  all  here.  I  shall  have  them  at 
home  in  a  week. 

We  are  ready  to  have  you  as  soon  as  you  wish  to  come.  I  had 
hoped  to  hear  from  you  before  now.  I  will  come  [to  Vermont] 
for  you,  as  I  told  you  in  my  last,  any  time  you  want  me  to  do  so. 
l  am  afraid  you  did  not  get  my  letter.  I  shall  give  this  the  same 
direction,  that  is  to  Fayetteville.  I  shall  also  write  to  Mr.  Mead 
the  same  thing. 

My  love  to  Uncle  and  Aunt  and  Cousin  Mary. 

Affectionately,  your  son, 

Rutherford. 

P.  S.— When  I  come  I  shall  stop  a  few  days  at  Washington  on 
my  way  to  Vermont. 

Mrs.  Sophia  Hayes, 

Fayetteville,  Vermont. 
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452  Thirteenth  Street ,  Washington,  D.  C.,  November  30,  1865. 
—  Came  here  as  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
Second  District  of  Ohio  this  morning.  My  travelling  compan¬ 
ions  were:  Mr.  [Benjamin]  Eggleston,  my  colleague  of  the  First 
District;  R.  W.  Clark  of  Clermont  County  (Fifth  District),  and 
his  wife;  [and  Samuel]  McKee,  of  Kentucky,  his  wife  and 
son,  Frank,  and  wife’s  sister,  Miss  Frances  Brainerd,  of  Oxford, 
Ohio.  Captain  McKee,  now  of  Mount  Sterling,  represents  six¬ 
teen  of  the  hard  mountain  counties  of  northeastern  Kentucky. 
He  doesn’t  travel  on  the  Sabbath,  plays  no  cards,  neither  drinks 
nor  uses  tobacco,  and  is  an  abolitionist !  The  war  has  done  the 
work  of  centuries.  Five  years  ago  the  same  constituency  would 
have  voted  to  crucify  him. 

Have  got  my  first  batch  of  stationery,  and  reported  myself  to 
the  Clerk  of  the  House,  Mr.  McPherson.  This  with  my  bachelor 
quarters  is  my  first  step  in  Congressional  life. 


Washington,  November  30,  1865. 

Dearest:  —  My  first  writing  in  my  own  room  at  Washington 
is  to  you.  My  surroundings  are  so-so,  viz. :  This,  the  front 
room  is  about  twenty-four  by  fifteen,  has  a  new  good  carpet,  a 
coal  stove,  coal  bucket,  and  spittoon  —  stove  of  good  pattern  in 
front  of  a  mantelpiece  and  fireplace  like  ours;  black  haircloth 
short  sofa,  one  armchair  and  one  large  chair  without  arms,  and 
six  good  chairs,  all  black  haircloth  and  black  walnut  wood ;  one 
office  armchair  like  ours  in  the  parlor,  a  little  marble-top  table ; 
the  [wall-] paper  of  a  large,  old-fashioned  pattern.  The  get-up 
of  the  house  is  all  old-fashioned.  A  back  room  twenty  by  fifteen 
[with]  cottage  furniture  and  closets  [and]  one  front  and  one 
back  window.  [My  rooms  are  on  the]  first  floor  —  left  side,  as 
you  enter  the  house.  Altogether  pleasant  enough. 

Judge  James  and  General  Este  next  above  me,  and  Colonel 
Rodney  Mason,  of  unhappy  military  fame,  in  the  third  story 
(but  a  quiet  good  fellow  they  say).  The  [land] lady  is  a  well¬ 
looking  and  [well-] tempered  Secesh  widow  or  grass-  ivido-w. 

It  will  do  for  you,  I  think,  though  not  the  very  nicest,  but  still 
nice  enough. 
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My  travelling  companions  were  Mr.  Clark  of  Batavia  and 
his  wife,  —  they  have  no  family — (one  daughter,  married); 
Mr.  Eggleston  and  Sands,  and  McKee,  of  Kentucky,  with  his 
wife,  one  sister,  and  a  son.  Good  company.  If  you  were  here 
I  would  be  all  right.  —  Love  to  all. 

Affectionately  ever,  your 

Mrs.  Hayes. 


December  i,  1865.  —  Members  of  the  House  are  entitled  to 
some  perquisites:  All  the  back  numbers  of  the  Congressional 
Globe,  a  small  library  of  some  value ;  seventy  dollars  for  station¬ 
ery;  fifty  dollars  for  newspapers  for  this  session,  and  twenty- 
four  copies  of  the  Congressional  Globe  for  the  Congress  of  which 
he  is  a  member. 

A  caucus  of  the  Ohio  Union  delegation  held  at  Mr.  Delano’s 
rooms  tonight.  Present:  Ashley,  Bingham,  Buckland,  Bundy, 
Clark,  Delano,  Eggleston,  Garfield,  Hayes,  Hubbell,  Lawrence, 
Plants,  Schenck,  Shellabarger,  Spalding,  and  Welker.  Absent, 
Eckley.  It  was  our  first,  and  a  very  agreeable  and  harmonious, 
meeting.  Mr.  Delano,  chairman,  stated  the  object  to  be  to  con¬ 
sult  as  to  candidates  for  the  offices  of  the  House  of  Represent¬ 
atives,  and  as  to  matters  connected  with  the  organization  of  the 
House.  It  was  agreed  to  support  Mr.  Colfax  for  Speaker  and 
Mr.  McPherson  for  Clerk,  they  being  the  old  officers  and  having 
no  opposition.  Much  talk  about  the  candidates  for  doorkeeper. 
One,  Mr.  Hawkins  Taylor,  seemed  to  have  many  friends.  It 
was,  however,  stated  that  he  sold  out  the  Chase  committee.  Mr. 
Clark  made  two  or  three  zealous  talks  in  his  favor.  Mr.  Ashley 
made  some  sport  by  allusions  to  the  Chase  business.  Spalding 
in  earnest  opposed  him  on  that  account.  Schenck  talked 
earnestly  and  well  —  evidently  the  leading  man  of  the  delegation. 
Spalding  talked  well  also,  but  was  unwilling  to  be  bound  by  the 
action  of  the  delegation  until  his  candidate  for  postmaster  was 
provided  for.  We  then  all  agreed  to  support  Colonel  Given  for 
postmaster. 

We  agreed  to  oppose  the  admission  of  any  delegate  from  the 
Rebel  States  for  the  present.  Ashley  is  a  large,  good-natured, 
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popular  style  of  man  —  full  of  good  humor.  Shellabarger,  a 
sober,  gentlemanly,  able  man ;  General  Garfield,  a  smooth,  ready, 
pleasant  man,  not  very  strong;  Clark,  disposed  to  talk  rather 
too  much;  Lawrence,  ditto,  and  not  quite  happy  in  his  views; 
Delano,  clear  and  correct;  Hubbell,  talky.  Schenck,  Delano, 
Spalding,  and  Shellabarger,  in  the  order  I  name  them,  strike  me, 
judging  by  tonight,  as  the  strongest  men.  Bingham  and  Ashley 
said  so  little  that  I  can’t  place  them. 

General  Schenck  gave  notice  that  he  would  propose  an  amend¬ 
ment  on  the  first  opportunity  by  which  representation  would  be 
based  on  suffrage.  All  seemed  to  acquiesce.  On  General 
Schenck’s  suggestion  I  offered  the  resolution,  with  educational 
test  or  condition  added.  Adopted  with  two  negatives,  viz.,  Ash¬ 
ley  and  Shellabarger. 

My  old  college  friend,  R.  E.  Trowbridge  [of  Michigan],  came 
bouncing  into  the  caucus  in  his  old  jovial  way  to  welcome  me. 
Very  little  change  in  him. 

December  2.  —  The  Ohio  members  generally  dined  with  Gen¬ 
eral  H.  B.  Banning  of  Mount  Vernon  at  his  headquarters  at 
Alexandria.  Visited  the  soldiers’  cemetery  with  its  three  thou¬ 
sand  graves,  neatly  arranged,  and  its  rustic  gothic  building.  A 
fine  specimen  of  the  work.  Pine  with  the  bark  on  the  lumber. 

Fort  Rogers  with  its  two  hundred-pound  rifled  Parrotts  and 
its  fifteen-inch  columbiad  attracted  our  attention. 

The  general  caucus  [of  Republican  members]  tonight  a  pleas¬ 
ant  thing.  Mr.  Morrill  of  Vermont,  an  intelligent  merchant  who 
put  the  vote,  “Contrary-minded  will  say  no,”  presided.  Thad 
Stevens  made  the  important  motions.  A  committee  of  seven 
reported  resolutions  to  be  submitted  to  the  Senate  and  House, 
providing  for  the  appointment  of  a  Joint  Committee  of  Fifteen, 
nine  for  the  House,  six  for  the  Senate,  to  report  as  to  the  status 
of  the  Rebel  States  and  whether  they  were  in  a  condition  to  be 
represented;  and  in  the  meantime  all  members  from  those  States 
to  be  kept  out. 

Colfax,  McPherson,  and  -  nominated  by  acclamation 

for  their  present  places  viz.,  Speaker,  Clerk,  - .  Then 

for  doorkeeper,  Goodenow  of  New  York,  and  Hawkins  Taylor, 
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of  Iowa  or  Kansas,  stood  sixty-six  to  fifty-seven.  Bad  for  the 
West,  was  the  feeling  of  our  men.  King,  of  Minnesota  (nom¬ 
inally,  really  New  York),  the  present  incumbent  was  named 
[for  postmaster],  also  others,  all  having  printed  tickets.  Here 
we  seemed  caught;  we  had  no  tickets  ready.  Spalding  nom¬ 
inated  Colonel  Given  in  a  proper  speech,  Roscoe  Conkling  sus¬ 
tained  King  in  a  speech  delivered  in  a  distinct,  clear  tone,  with 
great  deliberation  and  in  language  fitted  to  print.  Spalding’s 
best  point  was  that  Colonel  Given  was  a  soldier.  Phelps,  of 
Maryland,  nominated  a  soldier  —  an  officer  of  colored  troops  of 
his  State,  one  of  two  who  from  that  State  led  black  men,  who 
lost  a  leg  at  the  mine  at  Petersburg.  Phelps  is  young,  did  his 
part  well.  The  best  speech,  best  delivered  and  all,  was  by  our 
Mr.  Delano  (in  favor  of  Colonel  Given). 

[The  caucus]  adopted,  on  a  test  vote  the  Ohio  idea.  Stevens 
angry,  resisted,  threatened  to  leave  the  caucus.  Finally  carried 
his  point  as  stated,  viz.,  a  Joint  Committee  of  fifteen. 

December  3,  Sunday.  —  Little  done  or  seen.  Evening  with 
“Old  Trow,”  posting  up  about  Kenyon  times  and  boys. 

December  4.- — We  organized  the  House  according  to  pro¬ 
gramme.  Mr.  Brooks,  [Democrat,]  of  New  York,  undertook  to 
make  some  opposition  but  the  previous  question  settled  him. 
Brooks  is  a  pleasant  speaker,  and  a  gentlemanly,  agreeable  man, 
judging  by  appearances.  Thad  Stevens,  grim-looking,  cool,  with 
a  ready  wit,  perfect  courage,  and  the  sort  of  independence  which 
long  experience,  assured  position,  and  seventy  years  of  age  gives 
an  able  man.  He  seems  to  be  leader  of  the  House. 

December  7.  —  Took  Thanksgiving  dinner  with  Judge  James 
at  the  Metropolitan  Club.  Governor  Boutwell,  a  bright,  pleasant- 
looking  man,  reminding  me  of  Waite  of  Toledo.  Cozzens  of 

Yonkers,  author  of  -  [“The  Sparrowgrass  Papers”],  is  a 

good  story-teller,  has  a  fine  memory,  but  is  easily  overreached 
by  his  wine. 


Washington,  D.  C.  December  7,  1865. 
My  Darling:  —  Thanksgiving  morning  before  breakfast.  So 
far  I  have  no  very  decided  feeling  about  the  life  I  am  leading. 
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With  my  family  here,  pleasantly  homed,  1  would  like  it  well.  As 
it  is,  I  find  nothing  very  gratifying  in  it  and  nothing  decidedly  the 
contrary.  My  quarters  are  well  chosen.  I  do  not  yet  mess  any¬ 
where  in  particular.  I  eat  two  meals  a  day  wherever  hunger 
overtakes  me.  I  shall  probably  soon  mess  with  Delano,  Buckland, 
Welker,  and  Hubbell  — a  quiet  regular  set. 

My  old  college  chum  Trowbridge  and  I  naturally  crony  to¬ 
gether  a  good  deal.  We  called  together  at  Governor  Dennison’s 
the  other  evening.  Miss  Lizzie  was  alone.  Her  cordial,  unaf¬ 
fected  manners,  with  some  wit  and  a  good  disposition,  make  her 
a  favorite  here.  She  said  the  Ohio  set  were  counting  on  “Aunt 
Lu”  to  be  one  of  them  with  pleasant  anticipations. 

We  called  at  Governor  Chase’s.  He  is  more  fleshy,  an  im¬ 
provement  rather,  and  more  free  and  good-natured.  He  does 
not  show  any  uneasy  ambition  —  or  rather,  he  seems  to  have 
made  up  his  mind  that  his  political  career  is  ended ;  that  it  is  of 
no  use  to  worry  about  it,  and  yet  that  it  is  not  by  any  means  his 
choice.  His  little  daughter  is  not  at  all  handsome,  and  no  longer 
little,  but  she  is  natural  and  kindly,  perhaps  bright.  I  saw  no 
other  of  the  family,  but  think  Governor  Sprague  s  family  are 
with  him. 

Mussey  is  soon  to  have  to  be  mustered  out  with  his  regiment 
of  colored  troops  and  then  ordered  to  report  to  his  regiment  as 
captain.  He  is  under  a  cloud  —  such  a  cloud  that  one  hates  to 
meet  him  or  be  seen  with  him.  His  unlucky  military  career  has 
been  much  ventilated  since  he  rose  so  high,  chiefly  because  he 
did  not  bear  himself  “meekly”  in  his  prosperity.  Fortunately  he 
seems  not  to  feel  or  know  it. 

Thus  far  the  noticeable  men  on  our  side  of  the  house  are  Thad 
Stevens,  Judge  Kelley,  and  Roscoe  Conkling,  and  on  the  Dem¬ 
ocratic  side,  James  Brooks.  Stevens  is  over  seventy,  sharp-faced, 
grim-looking,  as  Wilder  Joy  would  have  been  if  he  hadn’t  fat¬ 
tened  as  he  grew  old.  The  only  blemish  in  his  puritanical,  severe 
appearance  is  a  brown  wig.  He  is  witty,  cool,  full  of  and  fond 
of  “sarcasms,”  and  thoroughly  informed  and  accurate.  He  has 
a  knack  of  saying  things  which  turn  the  laugh  on  his  opponent. 
When  he  rises  everyone  expects  something  worth  hearing,  and 
he  has  the  attention  of  all.  You  remember  lus  speech  on  con- 
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fiscation.  He  is  radical  throughout,  except,  I  am  told,  he  don’t 
believe  in  hanging.  He  is  leader. 

Judge  Kelley  of  Philadelphia  talks  often;  has  studied  rhetoric 
and  elocution,  and,  I  am  told,  is  theatrical  overmuch,  but  so  far 
his  little  short  speeches  have  been  exceedingly  well  delivered. 

Roscoe  Conkling  of  New  York  State  delivers  measured  sen¬ 
tences  in  a  grave,  deliberate  way  that  is  good. 

James  Brooks,  former  Know-nothing  leader,  speaks  pleasantly 
and  is  the  leader  of  the  Democrats;  has,  of  course,  to  talk  for 
Buncombe. 

Delano  has  talked  a  little  and  is  a  good  specimen  of  the  lively, 
earnest  style  of  Western  talkers. 

No  doubt  abler  men  have  not  yet  showed  themselves  —  Banks 
and  others.  The  House  is  a  more  orderly  and  respectable  body 
so  far  than  I  had  expected.  The  reading  of  the  President’s  mes¬ 
sage  was  an  imposing  thing.  The  members,  all  attentive,  looked 
like  the  thing  we  imagine.  Mr.  Boynton  [of  Cincinnati]  was 
elected  chaplain.  Contrary  to  my  wish  and  preference,  I  voted 
for  Bonte,  Judge  Storer’s  son-in-law,  to  keep  with  the  other  Ohio 
members,  but  changed  to  Boynton,  thus  electing  him  before  the 
vote  was  declared. 

Tell  me  all  about  the  boys  and  Grandma.  My  love  to  all.  I 
shall  want  you  to  come  back  with  me  if  convenient  to  you. 
You  will  be  in  time  for  the  sights. 

Affectionately  ever,  your 

R. 

Mrs.  Hayes. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  December  n,  1865. 

Dear  Uncle:  —  We  get  on  smoothly  and  pleasantly.  Our 
house  committees  [have  been  announced],  I  left  to  chance  the 
matter  of  important  committees.  The  great  number  of  our  party 
left  small  chance  for  new  members  on  important  committees.  I 
-am  on  one  of  the  tolerably  important  lawyers’  committees,  viz., 
Land  Claims.  I  am  chairman  of  the  Library  Committee.  It  is 
one  of  the  no-account  committees  in  a  public  sense,  but  has  some 
private  interest.  It  is  a  joint  committee  of  which  half  are  Sen¬ 
ators;  then,  they  are  all  gentlemen  and  scholars.  It  brings  one 
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in  association  with  the  bookish.  All  matters  of  art,  statuary, 
painting,  and  the  like  go  to  this  committee.  It  gives  me  per¬ 
sonally  the  control  in  a  great  measure  of  the  fine  Botonical  Gar¬ 
den  with  its  greenhouses,  etc.,  etc.,  an  educated  gardener  and 
twelve  assistants,  with  the  whole  bouquet  business.  A  funny 
sort  of  thing  for  me,  but  very  nice  and  no  labor  worth  mention¬ 
ing.  This  is  for  your  private  contemplation.  The  dodge  is 
rather  a  lucky  one  as  I  now  see  it. 

Sincerely, 

S.  Birchard.  R.  B.  Hayes. 


December  12.  —  Today  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Maynard  and 
other  claimants  to  seats  from  Tennessee  were  referred  on  mo¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Raymond  to  the  Joint  Committee  of  Fifteen,  pro¬ 
posed  by  the  Stevens  resolutions.  Several  attempts  were  made 
which  by  implication  gave  them  some  official  recognition.  These 
the  Union  men  with  a  few  exceptions  voted  against,  and  [they] 
were  all  defeated.  A  motion  was  then  carried  by  the  vote  of  all 
except  thirty-five  Union  men  to  admit  these  gentlemen  under  a 
resolution  containing  no  allusion  to  their  official  character,  mak¬ 
ing  it  purely  a  courtesy  on  the  part  of  the  House.  For  this  I 
voted.  Seeing  there  was  division  among  the  Ohio  and  other 
Union  members,  I  voted  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  thinking  a  little 
delay  and  consultation  would  lead  to  entire  unanimity.  The  first 
thing  is  to  keep  together,  united  and  harmonious.  I  am  glad 
to  see  that  this  duty  is  generally  recognized. 

December  16,  1865.  —  Last  night  a  very  pleasant  meeting  of 
Ohio  men  at  Mr.  James  C.  Wetmore’s.  Chief  Justice  Chase, 
both  Senators,  Judge  Swayne,  many  of  the  Representatives,  Gen¬ 
eral  Gilmore,  Tom  Corwin.  A  very  happy  time.  Governor  Cor¬ 
win,  happy,  genial,  full  of  humor.  I  saw  him  standing  at  some 
distance  from  where  I  was  comfortably  seated.  I  went  to  him 
and  conducted  him  to  my  seat.  He  was  happy,  genial,  and 
humorous  as  ever.  Late  in  the  evening  he  was  struck  with  paral¬ 
ysis  on  the  right  side,  soon  became  unconscious,  and  must  die. 
So  disappears  the  finest  genius  Ohio  has  ever  produced ;  without 
an  equal  as  a  popular  orator  in  this  country.  . 

2  '  * 
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December  iy. —  Corwin  still  living;  wonderful  tenacity  of 
life.  Macaulay,  speaking  of  Sydney  Smith,  said  to  Mrs.  Stowe: 
“Truly,  wit,  like  charity,  covers  a  multitude  of  sins.  A  man  who 
has  the  faculty  of  raising  a  laugh  in  this  sad,  earnest  world  is 
remembered  with  indulgence  and  complacency  always.” 


Washington,  D.  C.,  December  17,  1865. 

My  Dearest  :  —  I  hope  to  start  home  in  time  to  be  with  you 
Friday  next.  The  Senate  has  not  yet  acted  on  our  adjournment, 
and  it  is  not  quite  settled. 

The  death  of  Uncle  Moses  [Boggs],  so  unlooked  for,  so 
peculiarly  sad,  has  impressed  me  singularly.  I  don’t  like  to  think 
of  it.  This  is  the  reason  I  didn’t  write  when  I  heard  of  it.  I 
put  of!  talking  about  it  and  will  now. 

Tom  Corwin  was  struck  down  in  the  midst  of  a  scene  in  which 
he  was  one  of  the  happiest  and  the  cause  of  great  happiness  to 
others.  He  still  lingers  in  a  dying  condition.  —  Love  to  boys  all. 

Affectionately,  yours  ever, 

R. 

Mrs.  Hayes. 


January  8,  1866.  —  Mr.  Shellabarger  made  a  speech  on  recon¬ 
struction  that  took  better  than  anything  thus  far  of  the  kind. 
He  read  it  from  manuscript,  but  with  energy  and  unction.  It 
was  a  decided  success.  He  was  much  complimented.  Good  for 
Ohio ! 

January  10,  1866.  —  Wilson,  Chairman  Judiciary  [Committee], 
called  up  Kelley’s  bill,  providing  for  universal  suffrage  (colored) 
in  [the]  District  of  Columbia.  Several  speeches  [were]  made. 
Judge  Schofield,  of  Pennsylvania,  made  a  shrewd  and  pithy 
speech.  Judge  Kelley  delivered  an  offhand  brilliant  speech. 
Elocution  and  rhetoric  have  evidently  been  pet  studies  with  him. 
A  very  effective,  fine  thing. 

Evening.  —  Caucus  decided  against  the  bill  of  Kelley,  prefer¬ 
ring  qualified  to  universal  suffrage.  Universal  suffrage  is  sound 
in  principle.  The  radical  element  is  right.  I  was  pleased,  how- 
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ever,  that  the  despotism  of  the  comini ttees  and  the  older  mem¬ 
bers' was  rebuked.  The  Suffrage  Bill  ought  not  to  have  been 
pressed  in  advance  of  other  and  far  more  important  business. 
The  rights  of  the  majority  as  against  committees  and  leaders 
ha’-e  gained.  Much  confusion  and  some  feeling.  Mr.  Stevens 
quite  angry ;  said  he  would  vote  against  qualified  suffrage ,  pre¬ 
ferred  no  bill  at  all !  The  signs  of  harmony  are  more  hopeful. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  January  io,  1866. 

Dearest  :  —  Mrs.  Crook  was  here  yesterday  looking  after  her 
husband’s  interests.  She  looks,  acts,  and  appears  very  well  in¬ 
deed.  You  would  like  her,  I  am  sure. 

The  House  has  been  quite  interesting  these  two  days  past. 
Have  been  nowhere,  seen  nobody.  President  Johnson’s  first  re¬ 
ception  last  night.  Didn’t  go.  The  truth  is,  this  being  errand 
boy  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  people  tires  me  so  by 
night  I  am  ready  for  bed  instead  of  soirees. 

Affectionately,  ever, 

R. 

Mrs.  Hayes. 

Washington,  D.  C.,  January  10,  1866. 

Dear  Uncle:  — Mrs.  Grant  is  an  unpretending,  affectionate, 
motherly  person  who  makes  a  good  impression  on  everybody. 
Her  naivete  is  genuine  and  very  funny  at  times.  Boston  sent  a 
fund  for  a  library  to  Grant.  [Senator]  Sumner  and  [Congress¬ 
man]  Hooper  called  to  see  Mrs.  Grant  about  it.  They  asked  her 
how  much  library  room  or  space  she  had.  “Well,”  she  said,  “I 
have  given  no  attention  to  that.  We  have  an  old  bookcase  up¬ 
stairs  that  isn’t  half  full.  It  has  a  few  Patent  Office  Reports  and 
some  other  books  in  it.  I  don’t  think  any  of  them  aie  interesting 
books.  I  never  read  much.  When  I  was  a  little  girl  my  father 
gave  me  Josephus  and  another  history.  I  forget  what^  it  was. 
I  tried  to  read  it  and  couldn’t.”  Sumner  suggested  “Rollins’ 
Ancient  History.”  “Yes,  that  is  it.  I  couldn’t  read  it  and  I 
haven’t  read  much  since.  The  Patent  Office  Reports  I  tried  to 
read  once,  but  couldn’t.  I  put  a  lounge  in  the  room  where  the 
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bookcase  is.  I  thought  anybody  who  read  the  Latent  Office  Re¬ 
ports  would  want  to  lie  down.” 

Sumner  asked  her  if  she  had  read  her  husband’s  report.  She 
said:  “When  he  was  writing  it,  he  was  sometimes  a  little  cross 
if  interrupted.  I  came  into  his  room  and  looked  over  his  shoul¬ 
der.  He  was  pretty  short.  I  asked  him  how  he  got  along.  He 
handed  me  three  pages  and  I  read  them,  but  he  didn’t  seem  to 
want  me,  and  I  went  out.  I  read  what  the  New  York  Herald 
said  about  the  general’s  report.  It  said  it  was  the  best  since 
Caesar’s  reports.  So  I  called  the  general  Caesar.  But  after  [a] 
while  he  didn’t  seem  to  like  it,  and  said  I  must  stop  it.” 

I  think  Mrs.  Valette  will  appreciate  this  if  she  can  read  it. 

Sincerely, 

S.  Birchard.  Hayes. 


January  12.  —  General  Banks  introduced  me  to  Mrs.  Ames, 
of  Massachusetts  (artist).  She  has  made  a  bust  of  Lincoln  (min¬ 
iature)  which  seems  to  be  exceedingly  good.  Seward,  Grant, 
and  others  praise  it.  She  talked  long  and  well  of  her  experience 
as  nurse  and  her  acquaintance  with  Lincoln.  She  wants  to  have 
a  marble  full-size  Lincoln  ordered.  Cost  five  thousand  dollars. 

January  13.  —  Miss  Anna  Dickinson  has  a  voice  of  great 
power;  it  is  monotonous  but  endures  full  and  strong  to  the  end 
of  a  long  lecture.  Her  forte  is  argumentative  declamation.  She 
put  the  case  of  the  national  authority  to  deal  as  it  deems  best 
with  the  Rebel  States  very  strongly. 

Conversation  ought  habitually  to  be  frank  and  easy  but  earnest 
and  dignified. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  January  21,  1866. 

Dear  Mother  :  —  Lucy  got  here  Thursday  evening  and  is,  in 
■A  quiet  way,  enjoying  life  here  very  much.  We  have  been  as 
yet  to  no  receptions  or  parties,  but  find  plenty  to  interest  and 
amuse  in  the  public  buildings,  courts,  and  Congress.  The  weather 
is  bright  and  bracing.  Lucy  and  I  went  to  the  preaching  of  Mr. 
Boynton  at  the  Capitol  today  and  heard  a  good  sound  talk  to  a 
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large  fine  audience, 
worship. 


The  House  makes  a  beautiful  place  for 


Affectionately, 


R. 


Mrs.  Sophia  Hayes. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  January  28,  1866. 

Dear  Mother:  —  Lucy  is  still  with  me.  She  is  very  happy. 
We  do  not  go  to  parties  or  receptions  much.  Went  to  one.  They 
are  all  alike;  rather  a  bore  generally.  We  sit  at  the  same  table 
with  Vice-Admiral  Farragut.  A  sociable,  fine  old  gentleman  — 
not  old  in  manner,  talk,  or  looks,  but  near  seventy,  I  think,  in 
fact.  He  has  a  kind  and  polite  way  and  everybody  likes  him. 

We  mean  to  go  to  the  President’s  and  General  Grant’s  this 
week.  All  well  at  home  when  I  heard  last. 


Affectionately, 


R. 


Mrs.  Sophia  Hayes. 
Private. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  February  1,  18 66. 

Dear  Colonel:  —  Mr.  Sherman  called  with  me  on  Secretary 
Harlan  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior  this  morning.  Senator 
Sherman  will  use  his  influence  heartily,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
successfully,  in  your  affair.  There  is  a  possibility  of  three  things 
which  I  submit  to  you:  —  An  Indian  agency  in  the  Indian  Ter¬ 
ritory,  Fort  Smith,  being,  I  think,  headquarters;  (2)  Superin- 
tendency  of  Indian  affairs  in  New  Mexico;  and  (3)  Surveyor- 
generalship  of  Dakota  Territory.  All  of  these  places  I  regard  as 
preferable  to  any  clerkship  or  the  like  here.  Can  you  muster 
physical  strength  enough  for  such  a  place  as  either  of  the  three? 
Keep  all  this  to  yourself  strictly.  Neither  of  the  places  are 
vacant  and  it  would  be  embarrassing  to  have  them  publicly 
spoken  of. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

[Colonel  Russell  Hastings  (?)] 

Private. 
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House  of  Representatives. 

Washington,  D.  C.,  February  2,  1866. 

Dear  H —  :  —  I  want  to  preach  you  a  short  doctrinal 
sermon.  Text,  “The  Equalization  of  Representatives.”  —  Com¬ 
mercial,  January  31.  I  voted  for  Schenck’s  form,  but  the  debates 
satisfied  me  that  the  committee’s  plan  would  do  as  well,  perhaps 
better.  It  sheds  water  in  all  directions.  No  objection  sticks. 
You  quote  Shellabarger’s  six  points  against  it.  The  Constitution 
as  practically  construed  is  equally  liable  to  the  objection  indicated 
by  numbers  1,2,  3,  4,  and  6.  Read  them,  and  you’ll  see  it.  Num¬ 
ber  5' is  that  the  provision  may  be  evaded.  Let  that  go  for  what 
it  is  worth.  By  Schenck’s  amendment  the  foreign-born,  who 
are  not  naturalized,  are  lost  to  the  North  and  West  —  worth  ten 
to  fifteen  members.  Missouri,  Maryland,  and  other  States  lose 
by  the  disfranchisement  of  Rebels,  etc.,  etc.,  and  upon  the  whole 
you  will,  I  think,  be  satisfied  with  the  amendment  adopted.  It 
gives  Ohio  one*  more  and  Massachusetts  one  less  than  Schenck’s 
amendment  would  do.  The  figures  prove  it. 

But  all  this  is,  of  course,  not  what  worried  me  into  worrying 
you.  You  say:  “We  would  not  make  the  adoption  of  this 
amendment  a  condition  precedent  to  the  admission  of  the  South¬ 
ern  Representatives.”  I  move  a  reconsideration  of  that  opinion. 
The  amendment  never  can  be  got  except  as  a  condition.  The 
South  will  never  give  up  its  power  if  admitted  with  it.  I  would 
be  disposed,  I  think,  to  let  in  the  loyal  Tennesseeans  when  their 
State  adopts  it.  The  Rebel  States  will  always  be  represented 
(during  our  day,  at  least)  by  repudiators  —  by  men  willing  to 
assume  every  sort  of  claim  payable  South.  Twenty-two  Sen¬ 
ators  added  to  the  twelve  or  fifteen  now  there,  and  the  political 
power  of  four  millions  and  a  quarter  of  negroes  in  the  House 
and  the  Electoral  College,  is  a  serious  thing.  It  deserves  recon¬ 
sideration  —  that  idea  of  yours. 

Do  you  want  any  books,  apple  seeds,  or  oats?  I  am  in  that 
trade  now. 


Yours, 


R.  B.  Hayes. 
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p.  S.  —  Harmony  is  rather  up  just  now.  We  may  get  through 
without  a  break. 

Mr.  Murat  Halstead, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  February  4,  1866. 

My  Dear  Mother:  —  We  have  had  very  beautiful  winter 
weather  these  last  few  days.  We  enjoy  life  very  much  now. 
As  to  what  is  called  gaiety,  we  take  little  part  in  it.  It  is  simply 
tedious  to  me.  We  have  been  out  only  twice  in  that  line.  Once 
to  Secretary  Harlan’s  reception,  and  one  night  to  General  Grant  s 
first  reception,  and  the  same  night  to  Senator  Sherman’s.  Gen¬ 
eral  Grant’s  was  very  enjoyable  from  the  large  numbers  of  notice¬ 
able  [notable  (  ?)  ]  people  to  look  at.  I  have  always  wanted  to  be 
the  first,  the  very  first  at  a  big  party.  I  never  heard  of  anybody 
who  was  first.  We  did  it  at  Grant’s.  There  were  a  goodly  num¬ 
ber  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  in  the  clothing-rooms  all  waiting 
for  somebody  to  break  the  ice.  Lucy  and  I  hurried  off  our 
things  and  got  down  first.  It  was  right  jolly.  General  and  Mrs. 
Grant,  a  sister,  and  a  staff  officer’s  wife  [were]  waiting  anxiously 
for  an  attack.  We  charged  and  had  a  good  merry  time  of  it  all 
to  ourselves. 

Lucy  goes  to  the  House  daily.  Finds  it  very  pleasant  in  all 
respects. 

I  hope  Uncle  is  in  better  health.  He  will  be  interested  in 
knowing  that  I  find  my  Fine  Arts  Committee  a  very  interesting 
one.  The  members  all  attend  promptly  and  say  it  is  the  most 
interesting  committee  they  ever  belonged  to.  We  have  artists  of 
all  shades,  learned  professors,  and  book  men  before  us,  explain¬ 
ing  their  projects  at  every  meeting,  etc.,  etc. 

Affectionately, 

Mrs.  Sophia  Hayes. 

Washington,  D.  C.,  February  15,  1866. 

Dear  Guy  :  — Enclosed  you  will  find  Stephen’s  papers.  The 
reason  I  didn’t  write  again  [was  that]  I  discovered  on  another 
visit  after  writing  you  that  you  had  previously  been  pardoned. 
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There  is  really  no  reason  to  feel  any  uneasiness  because  of  the 
delays  in  acting  upon  the  cases  of  the  different  Southern  States. 
Those  which  send  Union  men  will  be  represented  in  Congress, 
and  fully  restored  without  any  severe  or  degrading  conditions. 
There  is  a  great  deal  of  nonsense  on  all  sides,  but  no  substantial 
interests  are  likely  to  be  sacrificed.  I  am  told  that  the  Committee 
on  Reconstruction  will  report  favorably  on  Tennessee  at  an 
early  day. 

I  really  can’t  tell  about  land  sales.  We  hear  some  hard  stories 
about  the  treatment  Northern  people  get  in  many  parts  of  the 
South.  This  for  a  time  will  naturally  discourage  the  purchase 
of  lands. 

I  am  in  much  haste.  Love  to  yours. 

As  ever,  your  friend, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Guy  M.  Bryan, 

Texas. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  February  28,  1866. 

Dear  Uncle:  —  I  don’t  know  whether  I  have  written  to  vou 
since  the  veto*  or  not.  Many  of  our  good  men  still  hope  that 
we  may  retain  the  President,  but  it  is  a  very  faint  hope,  scarcely 
more  than  a  wish  that  he  may  return  “to  the  bosom  of  his  fam¬ 
ily,”  as  Lucy  says.  The  general  impression  is,  however,  that 
Rebel  influences  are  now  ruling  the  White  House  and  that  the 
sooner  Johnson  is  clear  over,  the  better  for  us.  Almost  all  are 
for  going  forward  with  business  and  measures  in  the  usual  and 
proper  way  without  excitement  or  abuse. 

We  had  a  pleasant  excursion  on  Saturday  to  the  Naval  Acad¬ 
emy  at  Annapolis,  which  was  in  every  way  enjoyable.  At  the 
old  capitol  of  Maryland  and  the  academy,  there  was  an  abundance 
to  see  and  the  company  was  good.  —  Lucy  expects  to  leave  this 
week. 

Yours, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 

*Of  “An  Act  to  establish  a  Bureau  for  the  Relief  of  Freedmen, 
Refugees,  and  Abandoned  Lands.” 
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Washington,  February  28,  1866. 

Dearest:  —  You  left  me  last  evening,  and  I  am  already  half 
homesick  about  it.  Possibly  I  would  not  have  thought  of  it 
so  feelingly,  but  the  sight  of  these  gloves  put  me  in  mind  of  it. 
What  a  happy  time  we  have  had !  Six  weeks  of  real,  genuine, 
old-fashioned  love.  —  Love  to  Grandma  and  the  boys  all. 

Affectionately, 

R. 

Mrs.  Hayes. 

Washington,  March  2,  1866. 

Dear  Uncle:  —  With  a  party,  Generals  Schenck,  Crock, 
Smith,  and  their  ladies,  I  went  to  see  the  picture  of  “The  Storm 
in  the  Rocky  Mountains”  by  [Albert]  Bierstadt.  It  is  very 
beautiful  and  wonderful.  By  gaslight  the  effect  is  incompre¬ 
hensible,  such  brilliancy  and  light  and  shade !  Mr.  Bierstadt  says 
it  is  better  by  daylight.  I  shall  see. 

We  are  not  quite  sure  yet  whether  Andy  is  with  us  or  against 
us  —  in  a  party  sense,  I  mean.  Doctrinally,  he  is  against  us  on 
many  things  and  with  us  on  a  few. 

Love  to  Mother.  Lucy  is  at  home. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 

Washington,  D.  C.  March  4,  1866. 

My  dear  Uncle:  —  We  are  still  not  clear  as  to  the  chances 
of  harmony  with  the  President.  He  no  doubt  differs  and  has  all 
along  avowedly  and  openly  differed  with  us  on  some  important 
matters.  At  the  time  of  his  unfortunate  talk  on  the  22nd  he 
seemed  to  be  surrounded  and  possessed  by  all  manner  of  evil 
influences.  He  now  seems  to  feel  that  he  was  misled  and  is 
really  anxious  to  conciliate.  If  he  signs  [the]  Civil  Rights  Bill 
and  the  Tennessee  Resolution  which  will  both  pass  soon,  the 
chances  are  that  a  complete  rupture  will  be  avoided.  Otherwise, 
otherwise.  It  is  an  interesting  time  to  be  here  and  I  enjoy  it 
very  much  now,  —  the  last  three  weeks  more  than  ever  before. 
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My  ever  hopeful  temper  is  a  good  thing  in  these  perplexing  and 
exciting  times. 


Sincerely, 


S.  Birchard. 


R.  B.  Hayes. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  March  17,  1866. 

Dear  Force  :  —  Thanks  for  the  items  from  Mississippi.  I  had 
heard  before  of  the  intention  to  try  to  make  you  a  candidate  for 

judge.  I  trust  it  will  be  done.  If  the  chances  are  fair,  no  doubt 
it  will. 


I  could  argue  with  you  on  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  what 
Congress  is  doing  with  our  erring  sisters  if  I  knew  exactly  your 
points.  The  truth  is,  Congress  has  done  next  to  nothing  yet 
on  that  subject,  and  can  give  good  reasons  for  not  having  yet 
done  anything.  The  position  held  by  the  majority  is  this:  The 
ebel  States  having  gone  into  insurrection  and  lost  their  law¬ 
ful  State  Governments,  it  is  for  the  law-making  power  of  the 
Nation  to  say  when  (or  whether)  such  new  State  Governments 
ave  been  set  up  as  ought  to  be  recognized.  Is  not  this  sound? 
Granting  this,  ought  we  to  recognize  any  State  Government  which 
does  not  undertake,  at  least,  to  afford  adequate  protection  to 
Union  people  and  freedmen?  And  further,  is  there  evidence 

showmg  such  State  Governments  except  in  Tennessee  and  pos¬ 
sibly  Arkansas? 


The  practice  will  come  to  you,  no  fear  of  that. 


Sincerely, 

General  M.  F.  Force, 

Cincinnati. 


R.  B.  Hayes. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  March  22,  1866. 

My  Darling:  —  I  am  happy  in  getting  yours  of  the  18th  this 
morning.  .  Mr.  Blow  of  St  Louis  had  a  sma]1  fusg  wJth 

Green  Clay  Smith.  Smith  found  Blow  kissing  Mrs.  Smith* 
Bad  again.  Queen  Esther  still  pretty,  talks  louder  than  ever 
and  too  much  and  too  fast  for  a  public  dining-hall. 

A.  J.  [the  President]  is  now  being  tried  by  another  test  — the 
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Civil  Rights  Bill.  If  he  signs  it  he  gets  into  the  bosom  of  the 
family  again.  If  not,  more  worry. 


Affectionately,  ever  your 


R. 


Mrs.  Hayes. 

Washington,  [March]  29,  1866. 

Darling:—.  .  .  A.  J.  [the  President]  getting  into  a  bad 

row  of  stumps ;  not  in  the  bosom  of  his  family  any  longer,  I 
suspect.* 

Yes,  it  is  lonely  and  bad.  I  begin  to  think  that  I  ought  to  quit 
a  “biz”  which  separates  me  from  you  so  much.  .  .  .  Love 

to  all. 


Yours, 


H. 


Mrs.  Hayes. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  March  30,  18 66. 

My  Darling:  —  I  send  you  the  sermon  on  Senator  Foot’s 
death  *  Grandma  Webb  and  Mrs.  Davis  will  read  it  with  great 
satisfaction,  I  am  sure.  You  remember  the  Senator.  He  was 
the  handsome  man  you  heard  me  speak  of.  The  most  senatorial- 
looking  of  anybody  and  a  genuine  good  man.  His  deathbed 
commission,  or  rather  confession  of  faith,  and  triumphant  end 
is  really  a  very  beautiful  death.  The  Senators  and  Cabinet  Min¬ 
isters  and  all  were  much  affected  by  the  story. 

Affectionately, 

R. 

Mrs.  Hayes. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  April  4,  1866. 

My  Darling  :  —  .  .  .  I  hope  the  election  of  General  Haw¬ 

ley  in  Connecticut  has  sustained  your  drooping  spirits.  A.  J.  is 
about  as  he  was,  neither  worse  nor  better.  .  .  . 

♦The  President  vetoed  the  Civil  Rights  Bill  March  27. 

♦Solomon  Foot,  of  Vermont.  He  died  March  28,  and  was  succeeded 
by  George  F.  Edmunds. 
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Hassaurek  is,  I  think,  about  right.  Halstead  is  so  decided 
against  Radicals  that  he  is  in  more  danger  of  getting  off  the 
track.  —  Love  to  boys. 

Affectionately, 

R. 

Mrs.  Hayes. 

Washington,  April  8,  1866. 

My  dear  Darling  :  The  last  week  is  the  only  one  since  you 
left  that  you  would  have  enjoyed  here  particularly.  The  Con¬ 
necticut  election  early  in  the  week  was  an  enjoyable  thing.  The 
passage  of  the  Civil  Rights  Bill  in  the  Senate  over  the  veto  was 
a  most  exciting  and  delightful  thing — such  enthusiasm  was  mani¬ 
fested.  Things  have  improved  here.  The  general  feeling  is 
hopeful,  loyal,  and  patriotic.  A  great  change  from  that  [of 
February]  22nd,  when  treason  crept  out  and  triumphed.  The 
next  thing  was  the  great  party  at  Grant’s  the  night  of  the  passage 
of  the  Civil  Rights  Bill.  All  our  side  was  there  in  great  spirits, 
Trumbull,  Stevens,  and  all.  The  President  stood  between  Gen¬ 
eral  and  Mrs.  Grant.  Vice-President  (Rebel)  Stephens  stood 
near.  Montgomery  Blair,  etc.,  etc.  Old  Thad  shook  hands 
cordially  with  Andy.  Andy  presented  him  to  Mrs.  Grant.  It 
was  the  happiest  gathering  I  have  seen.  Andy  looked  and  be¬ 
haved  very  well  indeed. 

Judge  Kelley  introduced  me  to  his  daughter,  telling  her  if  she 
ever  saw  my  wife  she  would  see  the  image  of  her  mother.  (Her 
mother  was  a  first  wife.)  He  said  she  looked  like  the  daughter 
except  as  she  departed  from  her  mother  in  some  resemblance  to 
nm  — all  an  injury.  The  daughter  is  a  good-looking  young 
person.  .  .  .  Love  to  the  bairns. 

Affectionately  ever,  your 

Mrs.  Hayes. 

Washington,  D.  C.,  April  12,  1866. 

Dear  Mother:  — The  appearance  of  things  here  has  improved 
decidedly  since  the  passage  of  the  Civil  Rights  Bill  over  the  veto. 
Both  President  and  Congress  feel  better.  After  growling  at 
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each  other  a  long  time,  they  have  come  to  blows  and  that  being 
over  they  are  nearer  being  friends  again.  . 

Affectionately, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Mrs.  Sophia  Hayes. 

Washington,  D.  C.,  April  15,  1866. 

Dear  Uncle:  —  I  was  at  Mount  Vernon  yesterday  for  the 
first  time.  Washington  was  a  capital  judge  of  fine  sites  for  towns 
and  mansions.  His  own  seat  was  fitly  chosen.  The  views  of 
the  Potomac  are  beautiful.  His  farming  was  on  a  royal  scale. 
The  sentiment  merely  from  “the  genius  of  the  place,”  the  tomb, 
and  the  like,  did  not  strike  me.  The  truth  is,  if  it  were  not 
sacrilege,  I  should  say  Lincoln  is  overshadowing  Washington. 
Washington  is  formal,  statue-like,  a  figure  for  exhibition;  but 
both  were  necessary  to  complete  our  history.  Neither  could  have 
done  the  other’s  work. 

I  bought  you  a  cane  which  may  get  to  you  sometime  —  a 
common  hickory  stick,  genuine. 

I  think  some  of  coming  home  on  a  ten  days’  leave,  one  of  these 
days.  If  so  will  call  at  Fremont  and  talk  things  up  with  you.  I 
have  no  plans. 

The  country  will  go  through  all  safe.  Some  dangers  ahead, 
serious  dangers,  just  enough  to  give  interest  to  what  would 
otherwise  be  a  very  dull  life. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 

Washington,  D.  C.,  April  15,  1866. 

My  Darling:  —  I  went  to  Mount  Vernon  yesterday.  . 

It  is  a  beautiful  spot.  The  extensive  views  of  the  Potomac  are 
the  great  feature.  The  mere  “genius  of  the  place,”  I  hardly 
thought  of.  The  spot  was  happily  chosen  for  our  great  man’s 
home.  It  was  the  anniversary  of  Lincoln’s  death.  It  seems  to 
me  Lincoln  is  rather  eclipsing  Washington.  I  feel  more  than 
ever  that,  taking  him  all  in  all,  he  was  the  highest  character. 
But  it  is  like  sacrilege  to  make  these  comparisons.  It  is  probably 
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true  that  neither  could  have  done  the  other’s  work,  and  without 
the  work  of  both  we  should  have  had  a  different  history.  . 

Love  to  all. 


Affectionately  ever, 


R. 


Mrs.  Hayes. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  April  19,  1866. 

Dearest:  —  The  colored  procession  celebrating  their  freedom 
just  passed.  It  was  a  curious  and  pretty  sight  —  many  bands, 
flags,  etc.,  etc.  Their  cheering  for  the  House  and  Senate  as  they 
passed  the  east  front  was  peculiarly  enthusiastic.  Their  bands 
were  good  —  the  weather  very  fine. 

I  see  General  and  Mrs.  Crook  almost  daily.  —  Love  to  all  the 

k°^S'  Affectionately,  ever  your 

R. 

Mrs.  Hayes. 

Washington,  D.  C.,  May  10,  1866. 

Dearest  :  —  We  had  good  speaking  in  the  House  yesterday 
and  the  day  before.  The  look  of  things  is  very  favorable. 

I  sat  this  morning  at  breakfast  opposite  an  agreeable  ladylike- 
looking  young  woman  with  a  rather  unmanageable,  troublesome 
four-year-old.  I  was  interested  in  her  and  it  set  me  to  thinking. 
The  result  was  an  impression  that  I  am  really  more  in  love  with 
my  wife  than  I  ever  was  before!  Object?  .  .  .  Love  to 

the  bairns  all.  .  . 

Affectionately  ever,  your 

R. 

Mrs.  Hayes. 

Washington,  D.  C.,  May  13,  18 66. 

My  Darling:  —  Looking  around  at  dinner  today,  the  changes 
are  chiefly  in  the  ladies.  .  .  .  The  Members  of  Congress  — 

all  now  wifeless  —  are  the  same  you  knew  and  a  few  added. 

We  (the  Schenck  Military  Committee),  Crook,  etc.,'  visited 
Arlington.  It  is  all  right.  Lee  —  his  is  the  severest  punishment 
of  any  Rebel.  Expelled  from  such  a  paradise,  and  it  made  a 
graveyard  for  twelve  thousand  Rebel  and  loyal  dead! 
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Last  week’s  work  on  Reconstruction  was  very  interesting  and 
things  are  looking  well.  Some  doubts  as  to  the  Senate.  But  if, 
as  I  think  they  will,  they  merely  amend  a  little  by  striking  out  a 
part,  all  will  come  out  right.  —  Love  to  all. 

Affectionately, 

R. 

Mrs.  Hayes. 


May  15.  —  The  [Republican]  policy  is  to  leave  to  the  States  the 
question  of  suffrage.  But  in  the  District  and  the  Territories 
it  is  for  Congress  to  lay  down  the  rule.  Now,  colored  people 
are  citizens  of  the  United  States.  In  some  States  they  are  al¬ 
lowed  to  vote,  in  some  they  are  not.  And  in  the  places  where 
all  the  States  are  interested,  it  is  right  to  treat  all  citizens  alike. 
When  they  [the  people  of  the  Territories]  come  to  form  State 
Governments,  I  leave  it  to  the  people  to  say,  as  in  Colorado. 

Besides,  in  the  District  [of  Columbia]  and  in  Territories  they 
[the  citizens]  have  no  political  power. 

My  decided  preference:  Suffrage  for  all  in  the  South,  colored 
and  white,  to  depend  on  education ;  sooner  or  later  in  the  North 
also  —  say,  all  new  voters  to  be  able  to  write  and  read. 

Washington,  D.  C.,  May  16,  1866. 

My  Darling: — .  .  .  I  send  you  a  paper  marked  about 

Fullerton.  I  am  inclined  to  think  my  party  friends  are  more  than 
half  wrong,  and  that  Fullerton  is  more  than  half  right.  The  class 
of  men  who  are  in  charge  of  the  freedmen  is  not  very  likely 
to  be  correct  in  conduct.  They  are  weak  men  of  small  experience, 
or  corrupt  men  in  too  many  instances. 

We  are  getting  on  finelv  here  now.  Andy  is  less  violent  and 
we  are  more  harmonious. 

Affectionately, 

R. 

Mrs.  Hayes. 


Cincinnati,  May  24,  1S66.  —  Our  darling  little  George  died 
today  at  half-past  one  P.  M.  He  was  attacked  with  scarlet  fever 

3  * 
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three  or  four  weeks  ago.  After  a  week  or  two  we  thought  him 
out  of  immediate  danger,  and  I  returned  to  Washington.  A 
week  ago  he  seemed  so  much  worse  that  I  was  dispatched  that 
he  was  sinking.  I  came  home  a  week  ago  tomorrow.  I  found 
him  low  and  was  prepared  for  the  worst.  He  was  a  very  hand¬ 
some  child ;  abundant  waving  light  hair ;  very  large  blue  eyes  and 
a  broad,  full  forehead.  He  looked  like  my  sister  Fanny.  His 
corpse  reminds  us  of  hers. 

He  was  born  in  Chillicothe.  I  heard  of  his  birth  at  Harrison¬ 
burg,  Virginia,  about  the  5th  of  October,  1864,  while  with 
Sheridan  in  his  Valley  campaign.  I  named  him  George  Crook 
after  our  favorite  corps  commander.  General  Crook.  His 
cousins  in  Chillicothe  were  very  fond  of  him.  They  called 
.him  “the  little  general”  or  “the  little  soldier.”  The  brothers 
called  him  “the  king,”  because  he  had  his  own  way.  He  was  a 
large  child,  weighing  ten  pounds  when  he  was  born.  Born 
September  29,  he  was  nineteen  months,  twenty-five  days  old. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  June  6,  1866. 

My  Darling:  —  I  knew  you  would  feel  more  keenly  the  loss 
of  the  dear  boy  when  you  got  home,  and  in  the  quiet  hours  were 
reminded  of  his  loss.  My  chief  consolation  is  found  in  thinking 
of  the  good  ones  we  have  left. 

Andy  is  thought  to  be  more  conciliatory  in  his  feelings,  but 
nothing  is  very  certain  in  that  quarter.  There  are  certainly  some 
good  indications. 

Affectionately,  ever  yours, 

R. 

Mrs.  Hayes. 

Washington,  June  6,  1866. 

Dear  Uncle:  —  Back  at  the  usual  work.  The  President  is 
believed  to  be  in  better  feeling.  Everybody  wants  to  get  home 
and  we  hope  to  adjourn  at  the  usual  time. 

Sincerely, 


S.  Birchard. 


R.  B.  Hayes. 
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Thursday,  June  14.  —  Ohio  caucus  seven  to  two  for  Concur¬ 
rent  Resolutions  and  for  admitting  States  as  they  ratify ;  eight 
to  one  against  negro  suffrage  as  a  condition  of  restoration. 
Goodish  time  of  it;  adjourned  at  11 130  P.  M. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  June  14,  1866. 

My  sweet  Wife:  —  I  read  with  genuine  sympathy  for  you 
the  beautiful  talk  you  send  me  about  the  dear  one  who  is  gone. 

I  wish  you  were  here  to  talk  with  me  and  let  me  fondle  you,  as 
you  talk  about  him.  But  I  suppose  you  are  right.  Well,  I  hope 
it  will  not  be  long. 

We  passed  the  plan  of  Reconstruction  as  it  came  from  the 
Senate.  No  man  elected,  or  claiming  to  be,  Union,  voted  against 
it.  Raymond,  Green  Clay  Smith,  and  all  were  right.  Rousseau 
was  absent,  perhaps  purposely. 

General  Crook  and  wife  are  still  here.  I  shall  not  room 
here  next  session,  as  I  mean  to  have  you  with  me  as  much  [as] 
possible.  I  consult  you  as  to  the  rooms  I  shall  engage  before  I 
go  home.  I  am  inclined  to  go  to  the  Avenue  House.  Other 
Ohio  men  talk  of  it.  What  say  you? 

Yours  ever, 

Mrs.  Hayes.  H. 

Washington,  D.  C.,  June  17,  1866. 

My  Darling:  —  I  don’t  believe  I  told  you  my  feelings  when 
I  got  your  letter  that  you  were  not  coming  to  be  with  me  the 
rest  of  this  session.  I  feel  more  and  more  the  desire  to  be  with 
you  all  the  time.  Oh,  an  occasional  absence  of  a  week  or  two 
is  a  good  thing  to  give  one  the  happiness  of  meeting  again,  but 
this  living  apart  is  in  all  ways  bad.  We  have  had  our  share  of 
separate  life  during  the  four  years  of  war.  There  is  nothing  in 
the  small  ambition  of  Congressional  life,  or  in  the  gratified 
vanity  which  it  sometimes  affords,  to  compensate  for  separation 
from  you.  We  must  manage  to  live  together  hereafter.  I  can’t 
stand  this,  and  will  not.  Don’t  you  want  to  be  with  me? —  Love- 

to  all  the  boys.  .  „  .  .  . 

J  •  Affectionately  ever, 

Mrs.  Hayes. 


R. 
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Washington,  D.  C.,  June  17,  1866. 

Dear  Uncle: —  All  things  looking  well  here.  Do  not  be  aston¬ 
ished  if  you  get  in  a  few  days  a  box  by  express.  It  contains 
nothing  more  explosive  than  what  is  said  to  be  pretty  fair 
Bourbon. 

We  can’t  yet  predict  the  end  of  the  session.  From  the  15th 
to  the  last  of  July  is  probably  the  time. 

Sincerely, 

S.  Birchard.  R.  B.  Hayes. 

Washington,  D.  C.,  [July  1,  1866]. 

My  dear  One  :  —  We  missed  you  so  much  at  Gettysburg  [June 
28-30].  It  was  cool,  fine  weather.  The  company  good.  “All 
things  lovely.”  The  battle-field  must  be  one  of  the  finest  in  the 
world.  We  had  for  guide  and  chaperon  a  gentleman  who  has 
made  it  a  study  for  a  long  while,  and  I  now  feel  that  I  know 
the  battle  as  if  I  had  seen  it.  There  was  nothing  more  in  the 
generalship  than  I  had  supposed,  but  the  stubbornness  and  good 
conduct  of  the  army,  of  men  and  officers  generally,  was  worthy 
of  the  cause.  The  Rebel  attack  was  a  very  brilliant  but  rash 
thing. 

Pick  a  cool  day  to  go  to  Fremont.  Every  week  or  two,  even 
in  this  weather,  there  is  a  little  cool  spell. 

I  shall  not  come  home  until  the  end  of  the  session,  now  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  on  the  16th.  —  Love  to  all. 

Affectionately,  your 

Mrs.  Hayes.  R. 

Washington,  D.  C.,  July  7,  1866. 

Dear  Uncle  :  —  Have  you  melted  away  ?  Not  heard  from  you 
for  a  good  many  hot  days. 

We  have  the  inevitable  tariff  before  us  noon  and  night.  I  hope 
.we  shall  get  off  in  a  fortnight.  A  little  cholera  wouldn’t  be  bad 
now.  Anything  to  get  up  a  scatterment.  —  Write  a  word. ' 

Yours, 


S.  Birchard. 


R.  B.  Hayes. 
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Washington,  D.  C.,  July  12,  1866. 

My  Darling:  —  We  are  in  a  very  exciting  caucus.  Hot  as 
blazes.  Senator  Wilson  is  speaking  in  an  excited,  earnest  way. 
Dennison  has  resigned  —  others  are  going.  We  may  be  in  ses¬ 
sion  a  month  or  more  longer.  It  is  likely  I  will  have  to  come 
to  see  you.  It  is  perhaps  too  hot  for  you  to  come  here.  . 

Affectionately,  yours  ever, 

H. 

Mrs.  Hayes. 

Cincinnati,  August  6,  1866. 

Dear  Uncle:  —  Our  convention*  went  off  just  to  my  taste. 
There  seems  to  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  result  in  my  district. 

Lucy  is  at  Chillicothe,  or  rather  is  at  her  Aunt  Boggs’. 

A  good  deal  of  cholera  here  and  increasing.  I  shall  go  to 
Lucy  the  latter  part  of  the  week.  Will  not  come  to  Fremont 
for  ten  days  or  a  fortnight.  —  Love  to  the  bovs  [Birchard  and 
Webb], 

Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 

Kingston,  Ross  County,  Ohio,  August  15,  1866. 

Dear  Uncle:  —  I  came  here  Saturday,  and  am  having  a  mild 
attack  of  fever. 

Mother  Webb  is  in  a  very  critical  condition.  I  fear  she  will 
not  get  well.  I  write  chief!)'  to  let  you  know  it  for  the  sake  of 
the  boys,  especially  Birtie.  I  do  not  want  him  to  be  struck  too 
suddenly,  as  I  fear  might  be  the  case. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 

Cincinnati,  August  27,  1866. 

Dear  Uncle:  —  I  came  down  from  Kingston  Friday.  Mother 
Webb  improved  slowly  during  the  whole  of  last  week.  We  now 
have  some  hope  of  her  ultimate  recovery.  Her  case  is  still,  how- 

*  The  Republican  Congressional  convention,  at  which  Hayes  was  re¬ 
nominated  for  Congress  without  opposition. 
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ever,  very  critical.  She  was  much  comforted  by  the  appearance 
of  the  boys.  If  she  continues  to  improve  I  can  send  Birch  and 
Webb  or  bring  them  myself  to  Fremont  about  the  last  of  this 
or  the  first  of  next  week,  if  you  want  them  again. 

We  begin  our  active  campaign  the  last  of  next  week. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Haves. 

S.  Birchard. 


Cincinnati,  Monday,  August  27,  1866. 

My  Darling:' — There  is  to  be  a  convocation  of  the  Union 
faithful  at  Columbus  on  Wednesday,  the  29th,  and  I  shall  at¬ 
tend.  If  you  can  send  the  boys  by  the  stage  to  Columbus 
Wednesday  or  Thursday,  it  will  save  time  and  expense  for  me 
to  go  on  with  them  from  there  Friday  morning.  Of  course  you 
will  not  send  them  if  Grandmother  is  not  improving. 

Friends  here  all  well.  Cholera  pretty  much  gone. 

Politics  funny  —  very  —  and  decidedly  agreeable.  We  think 
favorable. 

I  may  go  to  Philadelphia  from  Fremont  to  the  Southern  Con¬ 
vention  on  the  third.  We  open  up  here  September  8,  and  keep 
it  up  then  until  after  election.  . 

Affectionately, 

R. 

Mrs.  Hayes. 


Cincinnati,  September  9,  1866. 

My  Darling:  —  Dr.  James’  [Webb’s]  letter  to  Dr.  Davis 
makes  me  again  anxious  about  Mother  Webb.  Dr.  Davis  will 
go  up  if  nothing  unforeseen  occurs  in  a  few  days.  I  hope  her 
case  will  turn  out  more  favorably  than  Dr.  James  seems  to  ap¬ 
prehend. 

I  sleep  at  Dr.  Davis’  and  feed  where  hunger  overtakes  me. 
I  speak  every  night.  The  canvass  has  opened  in  a  way  that  is 
most  encouraging  and  exceedingly  pleasant  to  me.  I  have  been 
in  five  country  precincts  including  the  most  distant  one  and  in 
three  wards  and  at  the  great  city  meeting.  My  written  speech 
has  gone  off  well,  and  the  offhand  speech  reported  in  the  Com- 


RECONSTRUCTION  — 1865-1867 


31 


mercial  of  today,  which  I  send  you,  delivered  at  the  big  meeting 
in  Court  Street  took  better  than  any  speech  I  ever  delivered. 
The  report  is  a  good  one  but  omits  “laughter  and  cheers”  of 
which  there  was  a  superabundance. 

Many  things  please  me.  I  always  felt  as  you  did  that  it  was 
a  sort  of  degradation  to  have  Gaslobs  about  assuming  to  be  my 
rival  in  the  party.  He  has  now  gone,  as  you  see,  clear  over 
and  is  speaking  for  the  Rebs. 

A  lot  of  old  Kanawha  soldiers,  chiefly  Thirty-fourth  men, 
after  I  was  done  speaking  last  night,  came  onto  the  stand  and 
carried  on  in  a  style  that  would  have  delighted  you.  If  it  keeps 
going  as  it  begins,  you  would  enjoy  being  here. 

Love  to  all,  particularly  Grandmother. 

Affectionately  ever, 

R. 

Mrs.  Hayes. 


Cincinnati,  September,  16,  1866. 

Dear  Uncle:  —  While  speaking  in  Sixth  Street  market  space 
last  Wednesday  evening,  I  got  a  dispatch  that  Mother  Webb  was 
sinking.  I  went  up  and  at  daylight  found  her  conscious  and 
able  to  talk  a  little,  but  in  a  dying  condition.  She  had  no  suffer¬ 
ing  the  last  twenty-four  hours;  was  cheerful,  calm,  and  affec¬ 
tionate.  Died  Friday  morning  before  daylight,  without  a 
struggle. 

The  boys  reached  here  safely  last  night.  .  .  .  Funeral 

this  afternoon.  —  Will  write  you  in  a  few  days  about  the  boys. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 

Cincinnati,  September  23,  1866. 

Dear  Uncle:  —  I  send  the  boys  to  go  to  school  or  not  at 
Fremont  as  you  prefer.  It  is  probable  that  they  will  stay  with 
you,  if  you  wish  it,  all  winter,  but  I  do  not  want  that  considered 
as  absolutely  settled  until  I  see  you  after  the  election. 

The  canvass  is  an  exceedingly  pleasant  one.  The  meetings 
are  large  and  attentive  and  the  prospect  good.  The  Democrats 
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are  now  working  pretty  well,  especially  in  Eggleston’s  district, 
but  they  can’t,  I  think,  get  anything  in  this  county. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 

Cincinnati,  October  i,  1866. 

My  dear  Guy:  —  Your  letter  of  the  18th  came  duly  to  hand. 
It  finds  me  in  the  midst  of  an  unusually  exciting  political  strug¬ 
gle.  The  election  is  next  week.  I  am  a  candidate  for  re-election 
and  expect  to  succeed  by  a  large  majority.  I  will  bore  you  with 
only  a  few  words  on  politics. 

I  think  the  election  will  show  that  the  people  are  resolved  to 
adopt  the  Congressional  plan  of  Reconstruction.  It  does  not 
‘disfranchise”  anybody  in  the  South.  It  disqualifies  for  holding 
office  those  who  have  been  leaders  —  the  old  office-holders.  All 
young  men  are  qualified  although  implicated  in  the  Rebellion. 
1  he  disqualification  probably  applies  to  no  man  in  your  State 
who  is  now  under  twenty-seven  or  eight  years  of  age.  Recol¬ 
lect  too  that  the  disqualification  can  be  removed  in  any  case  by 
a  cwo-thirds  vote  of  the  Senate  and  House.  That  vote  wall  be 
ob  ained  in  all  cases  in  a  few  years,  if  peace  and  loyalty  are 
restored  in  the  South.  You  have,  of  course,  seen  our  plan.  I 
send  you  one  of  my  electioneering  speeches  wffiich  contains  the 
different  sections,  and  let  me  frankly  say  that  if  zee  carry  these 
elections,  this  plan  contains  the  best  terms  yon  zviU  ever  get  — 
and  they  should  be  promptly  accepted.  The  young  men  are  with 
ns  almost  universally.  The  life  and  energy  of  the  North  is  with 
us.  If  the  elections  are  against  us,  we  shall  submit.  If  they  are 
for  us,  the  Democracy  will  submit.  We  shall  be  united  in  any 
event.  Do  not  be  again  deceived  with  the  hope  of  Democratic 
help  in  a  further  struggle.  I  hope  you  will  give  the  Congressional 
plan  a  fair  hearing.  If  we  succeed  you  must  adopt  it,  if  you 
regard  your  own  welfare. 

I  am  very  much  obliged  by  the  photographs.  They  are  in  our 
album  of  particular  friends  and  near  relatives.  My  wife  is  in 
love  with  the  fine  faces  of  your  children.  I  can  readily  believe 
all  you  say  of  your  boy. 
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I  have  three  boys  living  —  my  three  eldest.  We  lost  two  boys 
—  both  under  two  years.  Birchie,  aged  thirteen  is  in  all  respects 
a  noble  and  promising  boy.  Webb  aged  ten  and  Rud  aged  eight 
are  good  boys  also.  They  are  all  absent  from  home  now.  The 
two  big  boys  with  their  uncle  at  Fremont  and  Ruddy  at  Chilli- 
cothe.  My  mother  now  aged  seventy-five  is  at  Columbus  in  good 
health.  Uncle  often  talks  of  you  and  would  give  a  good  deal 
to  see  you.  If  you  come  North,  do  try  to  visit  him  as  well  as 
myself.  My  brother-in-law  (whom  you  know),  Dr.  Webb,  is 
travelling  in  Europe.  My  wife’s  mother  died  a  few  weeks  ago. 
With  no  small  children  and  no  old  person  about  the  house,  my 
family  seems  small.  I  hope  I  shall  see  you  soon. 

I  am  sure  you  did  all  that  friendship  required  to  meet  General 
Fullerton.  I  count  upon  the  constancy  and  sincerity  of  your 
feelings  by  what  I  know  of  my  own  towards  you.  The  only 
things  he  could  have  said  to  you  was  to  give  you  my  views  of 
the  future  duty  of  the  South.  Tt"  we  succeed  in  the  elections 
norv  pending,  don’t  be  deceived  by  Andy  Johnson.  The  North 
will  be  far  better  united  during  the  next  struggle,  if  unhappily 
there  is  one,  than  during  the  last.  Johnson  and  his  office-holders 
will  be  “a  mere  snap  —  a  flash  in  the  pan.”  Ten  thousand 
majority  in  Ohio  is  as  good  for  practical  purposes  as  a  unani¬ 
mous  vote.  We  shall  be  united  in  action.  We  shall  submit,  if  the 
majority  is  clearly  against  us.  Our  adversaries  will  submit,  if  it 
is  otherwise.  My  last  word  is,  don’t  let  Andy  Johnson  deceive 
you.  He  don’t  know  the  Northern  people. 

As  ever, 


R. 


Guy  M.  Bryan, 
T  ex  as. 


Cincinnati,  October  6,  1866. 

Dear  Uncle:  —  We  are  talking  of  putting  a  notice  in  the 
papers  about  two  boys  we  lost  a  fortnight  ago.  They  left  their 
homes  in  good  health  and  spirits  one  morning  and  have  not  since 
been  heard  from  !  Can  you  give  any  information  to  their  anxious 
parents ? 

Dr.  Joe  arrived  in  New  York  Friday.  He  started  home  on 
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hearing  of  his  mother’s  serious  illness.  The  news  of  her  death 
reached  him  at  New  York.  We  expect  him  tomorrow. 

The  labors  of  the  campaign  closed  with  me  yesterday  after¬ 
noon.  It  has  been  an  exceedingly  pleasant  time.  The  Democrats 
are  spending  a  great  deal  of  money  obtained  from  New  York. 
They  have  also  made  great  use  of  the  prejudice  against  negroes. 
The  struggle  is  to  elect  Pendleton.  I  think  they  will  fail.  The 
negro  prejudice  is  rapidly  wearing  away,  but  is  still  very  strong 
among  the  Irish,  and  people  of  Irish  parentage,  and  the  ignorant 
and  unthinking  generally.  But  I  think  we  shall  beat  it  all 
around. 

After  election,  say  about  next  Friday  or  Saturday,  I  shall 
probably  come  up.  —  Love  to  all. 

Sincerely, 


S.  Birchard. 


R.  B.  Hayes. 


Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  October  15,  1866. 

My  Darling:  —  I  got  here  this  evening  en  route  for  the 
Pacific  Railroad.  Buckland  joins  me  at  Chicago.  We  go  from 
Chicago  to  [by]  the  Hannibal  and  Saint  Joseph  Railroad,  and 
from  Saint  Joseph  by  steamboat  to  Omaha  and  so  out  west.  We 
expect  to  return  in  about  ten  days,  and  hope  to  meet  you  at  Fre¬ 
mont  about  the  25th  or  26th. 

The  boys  are  very  happy  and  well.  You  will  be  so  proud 
of  them  —  two  great  boys  they  are.  I  told  them  you  would  come 
with  Rud  and  Dr.  Joe.  They  will  expect  you.  —  Love  to  all. 

Affectionately, 

Mrs.  Hayes. 


Omaha,  Nebraska,  October  22,  1866. 

My  Dear:  —  I  am  well  and  doing  well  and  hope  that  these 
few  lines  will  find  you  enjoying  the  same  blessing.  We  have 
had  a  good  time  —  will  not  be  back  to  Fremont  so  soon  as  we 
expected  —  not  perhaps  for  a  week  or  ten  days  from  today. 

.  I  wish  you  were  here,  oh,  so  much. 

Yours  ever, 


Mrs.  Hayes. 


R. 
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Cincinnati,  November  5,  1866. 

Dear  Guy  :  —  I  would  have  sent  the  enclosed  letter  as  to 
Stephen’s  affair  before,  but  I  have  been  absent  attending  in  the 
last  sickness  and  at  the  funeral  of  my  mother  at  Columbus  and 
Delaware.  She  died  without  pain  in  the  possession  of  her 
faculties  to  the  last,  and  confident  of  the  future.  She  was  al¬ 
most  seventy-five  years  of  age.  Uncle  Birchard  was  with  her 
and  the  most  of  her  grandchildren. 

My  regards  to  your  wife  and  little  folks. 

As  ever, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Guy  M.  Bryan, 

Texas. 

Fremont,  November  20,  1866. 

My  Darling  :  —  The  boys  are  healthy  and  happy.  They  en¬ 
joy  their  schools  and  appear  to  be  improving.  The  pet  pigeons 
delight  them,  of  course.  Webb  will  sit  and  watch  them  in  their 
house  —  one  end  of  the  corn-house  —  by  the  hour.  The  morn¬ 
ing  after  I  reached  here  we  managed  to  put  the  new  saddle  and 
bridle  on  Rock  when  Webb  was  attending  to  the  pigeon-house. 
When  he  saw  Rock  hitched  to  the  big  oak  with  the  new  trappings, 
he  comprehended  the  situation  instantly,  mounted  and  was  off 
to  show  them. 

I  told  Birch  the  secret.  He  was  silent  a  moment,  and  then  with 
emphasis  said,  “Mercy,  mercy  on  us,  Uncle  Joe  married.”  It 
almost  took  his  breath  away,  and  yet  he  seemed  to  be  pleased. 

I  shall  probably  come  home  Thursday,  perhaps  not  until  Fri¬ 
day.  I  wish  you  were  here. 

Affectionately, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Mrs.  Hayes. 

Washington,  D.  C.,  [December  1,  1866.] 

Dear  Uncle  :  —  We  reached  here  this  morning.  Ruddy  thinks 
better  of  Washington  since  he  got  acquainted  with  the  boys  of 
Mr.  Eggleston  and  Colonel  McKee.  We  are  settling  down  rapidly 
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and  shall  be  at  home  as  much  as  ever  in  a  day  or  two.  The 
meeting  of  members  after  their  separation  is  like  old  college  days. 

December  2.  —  Our  caucus  last  night  was  good-tempered  and 
sensible.  The  only  matter  decided  was  that  the  members  of  the 
House  don’t  want  the  appointments  made  for  political  reasons 
to  be  confirmed.  Committees  were  appointed  to  report  as  to 
business  hereafter.  — I  room  and  board  at  the  old  place. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 

Washington,  D.  C.,  December  13,  1866. 

Dear  Uncle:  —  I  saw  the  pictures  of  the  Pacific  Railroad 
last  night.  I  fear  you  may  think  it  a  poor  purchase.  Under  a 
good  glass  some  of  them  are  very  fine,  and  the  series  give  a  very 
correct  notion  of  the  country  and  the  looks  of  everything,  espe¬ 
cially  of  the  Pawnees. 

I  bought  secondhand  this  morning  four  of  Ruskin’s  lectures 
entitled  “Unto  This  Last.”  They  look  goodish. 

We  are  just  passing  a  resolution  to  adjourn  on  the  20th  to 
the  3d  [of  January],  If  the  Senate  concur,  as  I  think  they  will, 
we  may  perhaps  take  a  Christmas  dinner  with  you. 

Ruddy  goes  to  school  to  his  mother  and  seems  to  be  doing  well. 
He  learns  easily  and  rapidly.  In  his  taste  for  books  he  is  about 
half-way  between  Birch  and  Webb.  —  Love  to  the  boys. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 


Washington,  December  19,  1866. 

Dear  Uncle:  —  We  have  decided  to  accept  an  invitation  to 
spend  Christmas  in  New  Orleans.  It  is  probable  we  shall  return 
by  way  of  Fremont  and  be  there  about  New  Year’s  day.  [Sen¬ 
ator]  Wade  and  wife  are  going  with  others ;  probably,  also 
Buckland  and  wife.  We  shall  probably  send  Rud  to  Fremont 
by  Ashley  or  Trowbridge  or  somebody.  I  will  be  more  specific 
perhaps  before  I  close  this.  The  excursion  will  go  via  Lynch- 
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burg,  Knoxville,  Chattanooga,  Nashville,  and  Memphis,  [and] 
spend  two  days  at  New  Orleans. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 


Nashville,  December  24,  1866. 

Dear  Uncle:  —  Good  times,  banquets,  etc.,  etc.,  at  Knoxville, 
Chattanooga,  and  here.  We  visit  the  battle-fields  and  mix  with 
the  leading  Rebels  in  a  friendly  and  sensible  way.  We  go  to 
Memphis  tonight.  Stay  all  day  Christmas  and  go  to  New 
Orleans. 

Lucy  is  doing  her  best  and  enjoying  it  hugely.  —  Love  to  boys. 

R. 

S.  Birchard. 


Memphis,  December  26,  1866. 

Dear  Uncle  :  —  We  are  thus  far  on  our  way  to  New  Orleans, 
with  everything  thus  far  the  very  pleasantest  possible. 

I  last  night  experienced  a  new  sensation.  I  went  with  General 
Howard  to  a  meeting  of  colored  people  and  made  them  a  short 
talk.  Their  eager,  earnest  faces  were  very  stimulating. 

Sorry  Buckland  and  his  wife  are  not  here.  We  meet  the  lead¬ 
ing  Rebels  everywhere.  The  Rebel  officers  are  particularly 
interesting.  I  get  on  with  them  famously.  I  talk  negro  suffrage 
and  our  extremest  radicalism  to  all  of  them.  They  dissent  but 
are  polite  and  cordial. 

Love  to  boys.  Lucy  vfery  happy. 

Yours, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 

New  Orleans.  December  28.  1866. 

Dear  Uncle:  —  On  the  opposite  page  is  General  Beauregard’s 
autograph  which  please  save.  He  wrote  it  this  minute. 

One  of  the  pleasant  points  in  this  trip  is  making  the  acquaint¬ 
ance  of  the  leading  Rebel  officers. 
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We  are  doing  finely,  shall  probably  return  to  Washington  and 
Lucy  will  go  to  Fremont  soon  after.  —  Love  to  boys. 

Yours, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 

Private. 

Washington,  January  19,  1867. 

Dear  Judge: — I  will  hand  your  letter  about  Shields’  confirma¬ 
tion  to  our  Senators  with  favorable  talk.  As  to  the  other,  I  get 
more  letters  on  the  other  side,  but  have  done  nothing  more  than 
to  refer  them  to  our  Senators.  Do  you  watch  the  movements 
here?  What  do  you  think  of  them?  Being  myself  on  the  radical 
side  of  all  of  them,  I  may  have  lost  my  sense  and  would  like  to 
hear  a  cool  outsider  talk. 

Yours, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Hon.  W.  M.  Dickson, 

Cincinnati. 

Washington,  D.  C.,  January  27,  1867. 

Dear  Uncle:  —  Buck[land]  and  I  are  both  a  little  shaky  on 
the  Randall  Bill.  I  will  bear  watching  quite  as  much  as  he  will. 
I  think  we  shall  both  light  on  your  side  of  the  question  but  our 
state  of  mind  is,  as  you  used  to  say,  “between  souse  and  sug- 
gerly.”*  I  am  confident,  however,  that  the  bill  will  not  pass  at 
this  session.  , 

I  hear  the  boys  are  at  home.  I  suppose  they  will  (the  two  big 
ones)  return  to  your  house  after  this  week’s  doings  and  that 
Lucy  and  Rud  will  return  here  soon.  I  leave  it  all  to  her. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 

*  Undoubtedly  colloquial  for  “between  south  and  southerly.”  Lexi¬ 
cographers  have  failed  to  record  these  forms. 
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Private  and  Confidential. 

Washington,  D.  C,  January  29,  1867. 

My  dear  Sir  :  —  I  am  this  morning  in  receipt  of  yours  of  the 
26th  as  to  the  next  Union  nomination  for  governor.  Since  Gen¬ 
eral  Cox’s  declination  one  or  two  persons,  in  a  merely  casual  way, 
have  spoken  to  me  on  the  subject.  Your  letter  contains  the  first 
and  only  serious  suggestion  of  the  sort  I  have  received  from 
Ohio.  I  therefore  do  not  wish  to  speak  now  decisively,  or  for  the 
public.  I  will  mention  a  few  things  which  strike  me  at  first 
blush,  one  or  the  other  of  which  will  perhaps  end  the  matter. 

Having  been  elected  by  the  Union  people  of  the  Second  Dis¬ 
trict  to  an  office  which  they  knew  I  wanted,  it  would  not  be  right 
to  resign  it  without  their  approval.  Again,  I  would  not  go  into 
the  State  Convention  unless  it  was  quite  certain  that  I  would 
be  supported  by  the  delegates  of  Hamilton  County.  And,  finally, 
I  would  not  go  into  a  contest  with  any  other  Union  man  of 
Hamilton  County  for  the  support  of  the  delegation  of  that 
county.  In  short,  nothing  but  the  general  desire  and  approval 
of  the  party  and  its  public  men  in  the  county  would  justify  me 
in  consenting  to  leave  the  office  to  which  I  have  just  been  elected. 

I  prefer  you  would  for  the  present  keep  this  to  yourself,  with 
the  understanding  that  I  will  write  you  fully,  frankly,  and 
definitely  when  I  am  a  little  better  informed  in  the  premises 

Sincerely, 

William  Henry  Smith,  ^AYES- 

Columbus. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  January  30,  1867. 


Dear  Uncle: —  .  .  .  The  Randall  Bill  stands  no  chance 

at  all.  Hooper’s  Bill  not  much. 

No  change,  is  the  present  feeling  in  finance.  Nothing  will  be 
done  on  impeachment,  or  Reconstruction  at  this  session. 

Sincerely, 


S.  Birchard. 


R.  B.  Hayes. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  February  2,  1867. 
Dear  Uncle:  —  I-  get  letters  about  the  governorship.  It 
doesn’t  worry  me  any,  but  I  am  really  puzzled  what  to  say, 
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This  is  the  truth  as  I  now  see  it:  I  don’t  particularly  enjoy  Con¬ 
gressional  life.  I  have  no  ambition  for  Congressional  reputation 
or  influence  —  not  a  particle.  I  would  like  to  be  out  of  it 
creditably.  If  this  nomination  is  pretty  likely,  it  would  get  me 
out  of  the  scrape,  and  after  that  I  am  out  of  political  life  decently. 
On  the  other  hand,  I  ought  not  and  will  not  resign  my  seat  in 
Congress  to  be  governor  unless  the  people  of  my  district  approve 
it.  You  see  the  case. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 

Private. 

Washington,  D.  C.,  February  — ,  1867. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  Since  writing  you  early  last  week  1  have 
received  a  good  many  letters  from  Cincinnati  and  the  drift  of 
them  all  is  to  confirm  me  in  the  correctness  of  my  offhand  im¬ 
pressions.  I  wish,  therefore,  to  have  it  known  that  I  decline  to 
allow  my  name  to  go  before  the  Union  State  Convention.  Of 
course  I  feel  flattered  by  the  favorable  way  in  which  I  have 
been  named,  and  greatly  obliged  to  my  friends  for  their  partiality. 
I  would  very  much  enjoy,  I  am  sure,  to  make  the  canvass,  and 
I  do  not  pretend  to  be  indifferent  to  the  honor.  If  I  had  no 
place  such  as  the  one  I  now  occupy  I  should  quite  willingly  take 
the  chances  of  getting  a  nomination.  But  under  the  circum¬ 
stances,  as  I  said  in  my  former  letter,  I  ought  not  to  resign  with¬ 
out  the  approval  of  the  people  who  sent  me  here ;  and  there  is, 
judging  by  my  correspondence,  no  general  desire  that  1  should 
do  so.  I  shall  write  no  letter  for  publication  and  of  course 
want  my  decision  made  known  without  any  “flourish  of  trumpets” 
or  the  assignment  of  reasons. 

This  letter  is  marked  “private”  merely  to  indicate  that  I  don’t 
want  it  to  be  published. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

William  Henry  Smith, 

Columbus. 


ROBERT  C.  SCHENCK  BENJAMIN  EGGLESTON  RALPH  P.  BUCKLAND 

HEZEKIAH  S.  BUNDY  SAMUEL  SHELLABARGER  COLUMBUS  DELANO 

WILLIAM  E.  FINCK  FRANCIS  C.  LE  BLOND 

OHIO  MEMBERS  OF  CONGRESS  WHO  SERVED  WITH  RUTHERFORD  15. 

HAYES 

All  served  in  the  Thirty-ninth  Congress;  all  but  Mr.  Finck  in  the  Fortieth. 
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Washington,  D.  C,  February  7,  1867.  Friday. 

Dear  Uncle  :  —  Lucy  reached  here  this  morning  safe  and  well. 
It  is  a  most  interesting  period  in  Congress.  She  will  enjoy  it 
very  much.  Our  new  plans  suit  me  exactly.  Grant,  Thomas, 
and  Sheridan  are  now  known  to  be  all  right. 

Your  letter  on  the  governorship  came  one  day  too  late.  I 
decided  not  to  run.  The  principal  reason  is  I  do  not  like  in  these 
times  to  leave  a  place  to  which  I  have  just  been  chosen  on  my 
own  request.  But  it’s  all  right,  I  am  sure.  It  is  something  to 
have  declined  an  office  of  the  sort. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 


Washington,  February  22,  1867. 

Dear  Uncle  :  — Enclosed  is  the  account  of  Carpenter’s  Lin¬ 
coln.  I  have  the  picture  and  will  also  have  Marshall’s,  and  will 
one  of  these  days  express  them’  both  to  you.  As  one  is  framed, 
be  careful  in  opening  them. 

I  send  you  a  rather  curious  phrenological  estimate  of  the  Con¬ 
gressmen  on  the  Pacific  Railroad  excursion  (Buck [land]  and  my¬ 
self  included)  with  portraits.  It  is  curious  as  showing  that  Mr. 
[Samuel  R.]  Wells,  who  is  a  respectable  person,  and  who  pro¬ 
fesses  to  judge  people  on  the  principles  of  what  he  calls  the 
sciences  of  phrenology  and  physiology,  really  gets  his  impressions 
just  as  you  and  I  do,  from  their  manners,  conduct,  and  con¬ 
versation.  He  is  evidently  not  influenced  a  particle  by  tempera¬ 
ment  or  head  and  features.  He  is  singularly  and  laughably 
wrong  in  Buck’s  case.  The  only  interest  in  the  whole  thing  is 
that  it  shows  the  impression  that  a  tolerably  good  observer  gets 
on  a  short  acquaintance  with  us. 

We  are  getting  on  just  right  in  politics  here.  The  Commercial 
regrets  my  course  one  day,  but  the  next  day  proved  I  was  right. 

Sincerely, 


S.  Birchard 


R.  B.  Hayes. 
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Washington,  February  23,  1867. 

Dear  General:  —  You  will  be  pleased  to  hear  that  the  ap¬ 
propriation  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  buy  your  father’s 
library  passed  the  Committee  of  the  whole  today  without  objec¬ 
tion  or  opposition.  It  will  no  doubt  pass  the  House  in  the  same 
way,  and  we  consider  it  safe  in  the  Senate.  It  is  in  the  regular 
Civil  Appropriation  Bill. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

M.  F.  Force, 

Cincinnati. 

Washington,  D.  C.,  April  6,  1867. 

Dear  Uncle  :  —  The  post-office  and  collectorship  at  home  have 
kept  me  here  this  week,  and  may  keep  me  several  days  yet.  It 
looked  as  if  I  could  do  a  good  service  to  the  city,  to  the  party, 
and  to  some  friends,  and  I  would  not  leave  as  long  as  there  was 
a  chance  of  doing  it. 

All  well.  Love  to  the  boys. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 

Cincinnati,  May  21,  1867. 

Dear  Uncle: —  ...  It  now  looks  as  if  I  would  not  con¬ 
sent  to  run  for  governor.  It  is  not,  however,  quite  settled  yet. 
Those  who  are  friendly  here  all  think  I  can  still  succeed  if  I 
wish  to  try  it. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 

Private. 

Cincinnati,  May  23,  1867. 

Dear  Sir:  —  Yours  of  21st  came  to  hand  this  morning.  My 
chief  personal  objection  to  being  a  candidate  for  governor  was 
removed  when  the  Legislature  squarely  stood  up  to  the  suffrage 
issue.  My  supporters  in  the  Second  District  are  not  as  willing 
as  I  would  wish  to  let  me  off.  I  am  therefore  waiting.  Will 
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General  Schenck  be  a  candidate?  I  do  not  wish  to  run  against 
him. 

Keep  this  letter  to  yourself  and  write  me  what  you  know  of 
General  Schenck’s  intentions. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

William  Henry  Smith, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[In  answer  to  the  foregoing  letter,  Mr.  Smith  wrote  im¬ 
mediately  :  — 

“For  several  weeks  prior  to  the  adjournment  of  the  General 
Assembly,  the  question  of  a  candidate  for  governor  was  generally 
discussed,  and  it  was  the  opinion  of  all  of  the  best  men  that 
you  were  the  only  one  who  could  carry  us  safely  and  triumphantly 
through  the  campaign.  It  was  unanimously  conceded  that  if  you 
would  consent  to  be  a  candidate  you  would  be  nominated  with¬ 
out  opposition,  and  so  anxious  were  our  Western  Reserve  friends 
to  bring  this  about,  they  announced  in  nearly  all  their  papers 
that  you  would  receive  their  support.  A  few  of  your  friends, 
and  among  them  myself,  deprecated  this  movement  because  we 
could  not  think  of  sparing  you  from  Congress,  and  so  through 
this  influence,  the  thing  was  checked.  However,  these  men  have 
waited  on  us  to  produce  the  candidate,  and  they  are  becoming 
quite  uneasy,  especially  as  Washington  schemers  are  involving 
the  gubernatorial  question  with  that  of  a  candidate  for  Presi¬ 
dent.  Only  in  this  way,  on  account  of  the  uncertainty  about 
yourself,  has  General  Schenck’s  name  been  mentioned.  There¬ 
fore  I  feel  justified  in  stating  that,  if  it  is  known  that  you  will 
consent  to  be  a  candidate.  General  Schenck  will  not  be.  .  .  . 

“I  shall  go  down  to  Cincinnati  Monday  night  or  Tuesday 
morning.  This  question  must  be  settled  by  the  middle  of  next 
week,  or  we  shall  be  inevitably  lost.”  .  .  ,] 
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Confidential. 

Cincinnati,  May  25,  1867. 

Dear  Sir  :  —  I  intended  to  be  out  of  town  the  first  three  days 
of  next  week,  but  will  remain  to  meet  you  and  talk  over  the  afore¬ 
said. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

William  Henry  Smith, 

Columbus,  Ohio. 

Fremont,  June  2,  1867. 

My  Darling:  —  I  reached  the  depot  here  about  six  P.  M.  yes¬ 
terday,  the  boys  with  Rock  met  me  and  had  me  up  to  the  house 
in  a  “jiffy,”  as  Mother  used  to  say.  Both  the  boys  laughing  and 
talking  —  as  tanned  as  Indians  and  jolly  as  porpoises.  Birch 
chops  and  hauls  dirt  for  the  road  and  Webb  rows  boat  and  fishes 
on  the  river.  School  of  course  but  secondary.  Their  talk  was 
of  chickens.  . 

The  flower  garden  has  more  plants  in  it,  and  will  some  day 
amount  to  something.  Your  verbenas  (is  that  right?)  will  go 
into  a  star-shaped  bed  tomorrow.  The  rains  have  brought  up  the 
grass  everywhere.  It  is  a  beautiful  place.  .  .  .  Birch  calls 

me  “Dad”  with  great  complacency  and  lays  his  hand  on  my 
shoulder  familiarly.  Have  had  a  pleasant  day  with  the  boys. 
Very  happy  little  (or  big)  fellows  they  are,  and  very  happy  it  is 
to  be  with  them.  —  Good  night.  Love  to  all. 

Sincerely,  your 

R. 

Mrs.  Hayes. 

Cincinnati,  June  12,  1867. 

Dear  Uncle: —  .  .  .  The  papers  in  the  different  coun¬ 

ties,  and  the  delegate  elections  are  regarded  here  as  settling  my 
nomination.  Cox  is  not  getting  much  support  and  will,  I  pre¬ 
sume,  adhere  to  his  withdrawal. 

Sincerely, 


S.  Birchard. 


R.  B.  Hayes. 
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Cincinnati,  June  20,  1867. 

Dear  Uncle:  —  I  shall  probably  go  to  Columbus  about  the 
middle  of  next  week  and  get  around  to  Fremont  from  there  Fri¬ 
day  or  Saturday,  and  will  leave  with  Buckland  for  Washington 
Sunday  night  or  Monday  morning.  I  want  to  suggest  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  taking  Birch  and  Webb  with  me  to  Washington.  I  shall 
stay  but  a  short  time.  The  expense  will  be  a  hundred  dollars  or 
so,  but  as  this  is  probably  my  last  of  public  life,  I  would  parti¬ 
cularly  like  to  take  the  boys.  Do  not  speak  of  it  to  them  unless 
you  approve. 

I  do  not  regret  the  new  step  [candidacy  for  governor]. 
It  gets  me  out  of  worries  that  I  shall  be  glad  to  be  rid  of. 

All  agreeable  here.  Love  to  the  boys. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 


Washington,  July  2,  1867. 

My  Darling  :  —  We  got  here  at  five  this  afternoon ;  had  a  good 
trip.  The  boys  looked  and  behaved  well.  At  first  both  a  little 
subdued,  but  before  we  got  here  Webb  recovered  and  was  on  good 
terms  with  the  Members  of  Congress  on  board;  in  fact,  I  am 
afraid  that  in  another  day  he  would  have  pulled  Senator  Chand¬ 
ler’s  nose  and  punched  Senator  Howard  in  the  stomach !  Birch 
took  to  the  guidebook  and  is  up  on  geography,  distances,  places, 
etc.,  etc. 

Affectionately, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Mrs.  Hayes. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  July  11,  1867. 

Darling:  —  The  boys  very  happy  and  very  good.  Webb  and 
Birch  both  crowd  up  to  Mr.  Stevens  when  he  speaks.  They  had 
a  chance  to  hear  Bingham’s  best  piece  of  declamation  the  other 
day.  Birch,  however,  likes  Stevens  the  most.  Webb  is  very 
modest  in  the  House.  Birch  is  bolder.  Birch  learns  everything. 
Webb  is  delighted  with  books  he  gets  from  the  library. 
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I  have  some  notion  of  returning  by  New  York.  The  only 
objection  is,  it  will  add  another  week  to  absence  from  you.  And 
you  know  how  affectionately 


I  am  ever  your 


R. 


Mrs.  Hayes. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  July  14,  1867. 

My  Darling:  —  Nothing  but  good  things  to  say  about  the 
boys.  I  asked  Birch  whether  he  wouldn’t  prefer  going  to  New 
York  and  Niagara  to  going  direct  to  Cincinnati.  “No,”  says  he, 
“you  see  I  haven’t  seen  Mama  for  a  long  time,  not  since  April, 
and  I  want  to  see  where  she  is  living.”  It  looks  as  if  we 
could  start  home  the  last  of  this  or  the  first  of  next  week. 

Much  love  to  you,  dearest. 

Affectionately  ever, 

R. 


Mrs.  Hayes. 


Walnut  Hills,  July  25,  1867. 

Dear  Uncle:  —  We  got  home  safely  yesterday.  Find  Lucy 
and  all  well.  I  think  I  will  return  the  two  boys  about  the  middle 
of  next  week,  or  last,  not  certain  yet.  If  I  come  up,  as  I  think  I 
will,  I  can  stay  only  a  couple  of  days.  Politics  will  be  my  busi¬ 
ness  the  rest  of  the  time  until  election.  I  feel  well  about  it,  and 
expect  to  enjoy  it. 

Sincerely, 


S.  Birchard. 


R.  B.  Hayes. 


CHAPTER  XXVII 

GOVERNOR  OF  OHIO - FIRST  TERM  1868-1869 

HAYES  was  nominated  for  governor  in  June,  1867.  He 
resigned  from  Congress  on  the  adjournment  of  Congress 
late  in  July  and  immediately  entered  upon  his  canvass.] 


Springfield,  Ohio,  August  17,  1867. 

Dear  Uncle:  —  I  write  from  here  not  knowing  if  I  shall 
have  time  to  do  so  at  home.  I  go  home  to  spend  Sunday  today. 

Thus  far  all  goes  pleasantly.  Luckily  my  best  speech  was  to 
my  best  audience,  and  where  I  would  have  preferred  it,  at  Day- 
ton.  Nobody  with  me  yet.  I  expect  Buck  [land]  next  week. 
•  •  • 

Yours, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 

Portsmouth,  August  25,  1867,  Sunday. 

My  Darling:  —  I  could  not  get  to  Chillicothe  today.  Had  a 
great  crowd  yesterday.  In  the  middle  of  my  speech  a  terrific 
rain-storm  broke  us  up.  At  night  we  had  a  fine  meeting.  “Old 
Ben”  [Wade]  made  a  glorious  negro  suffrage  [speech],  fre¬ 
quently  rough,  but  great. 

Mrs.  Buckland  is  with  Buck.  We  all  enjoy  it.  Spoke  at  night 
three  times  the  last  week  as  well  as  daily.  Am  quite  hoarse  but 
it  [the  hoarseness]  wears  off  entirely  as  I  warm  up.  Love  to 
Rud.  Oceans  to  yourself. 

Affectionately, 

R. 

Mrs.  Hayes. 

Columbus,  September  29,  1867. 

My  Darling:  —  I  am  writing  from  Laura’s  pleasant  home  — 
the  next  place  to  my  wife’s  in  homelikeness  and  comfort. 

(47) 


48 


RUTHERFORD  BIRCHARD  HAYES 


I  did  hope  to  see  you  at  383  this  morning  but  to  do  so  would 
give  me  two  night  rides,  one  to  go  and  another  to  get  back  to  the 
Reserve.  So,  tired  as  I  was,  I  gave  it  up. 

A  pleasant  week,  this  last.  I  enjoyed  Delaware  particularly. 
I  made  only  a  so-so  speech  there  —  not  a  failure,  but  not  one  of 
the  good  ones.  Sorry  for  that,  but  couldn’t  help  it.  At  Tiffin 
and  Bucyrus,  three  hours  each  had  used  me  up  a  trifle.  I  am 
better  than  ever. 

Affectionately, 

R. 

Mrs.  Hayes. 

Cincinnati,  October  6,  1867. 

Dear  Uncle:  —  We  are  all  very  well  at  our  old  home  on 
Sixth  Street.  My  last  speech  of  any  consequence  was  made  Fri¬ 
day  night.  One  of  the  best  I  have  made,  and  particularly  with 
the  best  voice.  It  was  rather  queer.  Governor  Morton  made  a 
noble  speech  but  [he]  could  not  be  heard  by  half  his  audience. 
I  reached  them  all  more  easily  than  ever  before. 

It  looks  well  here.  We  shall  elect  our  county  ticket  and  do 
well  for  the  amendment.  But  the  Cary  affair*  is  very  much 
mixed.  I  shall  not  be  surprised  at  any  result.  It  has  been  badly 
managed  —  very. 

I  hope  to  be  with  you  next  Sunday. 

I  sent  my  card  to  Judge  Thurman  [the  opposing  candidate] 
when  he  was  here.  He  was  not  in  his  room.  He  afterwards 
sent  me  a  note  which  I  prize.  He  says :  “Whatever  the  result,  it 
is  a  great  satisfaction  to  know  that  you  and  I  have  behaved  like 
gentlemen  and  friends.” 

Love  to  the  boys  and  Sarah. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 

*Samuel  F.  Cary  was  the  Democratic  candidate  for  Congress  in  the 
Second  District  to  fill  Mr.  Hayes’s  unexpired  term,  opposing  Richard 
Smith,  editor  of  the  Gazette.  As  Mr.  Hayes  apprehended,  Cary  was 
elected. 
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Cincinnati,  October  9,  1867. 

My  dear  Uncle:  —  You  need  not  be  told  how  much  the  re¬ 
sult  of  the  election  disappoints  me.  You  know  I  will  bear  it 
cheerfully  and  with  philosophy.  It  is  however  a  puzzling  thing 
to  decide  now  what  is  next  to  be  done.  Assuming  that  I  am 
beaten,  which  I  do  not  doubt,  I  must  choose  my  path  anew.  I 
will  see  you  and  talk  it  all  over  soon.  No  man  in  my  place 
would  probably  have  done  differently,  but  the  thing  is  over,  and 
now  for  a  sensible  future.  I  feel  sorry  for  the  boys  —  especially 
Birch. 

I  hope  your  health  is  good,  and  that  you  will  borrow  no  trou¬ 
ble  on  account  of  this. 

Sincerely, 

S.  Birchard.  R.  B.  Hayes. 

Cincinnati,  October  n,  1867. 

Dear  Smith  :  —  I  am  obliged  for  your  letter  of  yesterday.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  the  corrections  will  not  upset  the  apple-cart. 

I  am  going  to  Fremont  tomorrow.  Please  send  a  dispatch 
about  noon  Saturday,  stating  the  majority  for  me  as  it  then 
stands,  addressed  to  S.  Birchard,  Fremont,  Ohio. 

Sincerely,  R.  B.  Hayes. 

P.  S.  —  If  it  holds  out  I  shall  be  at  Columbus  next  week. 

William  Henry  Smith, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Cincinnati,  November  17,  1867. 

Dear  S — : — I  went  to  Columbus  to  get  quarters  and  for  noth¬ 
ing  else.  I  did  hear  General  Cox’s  whole  mind,  as  I  suppose, 
and  I  agree  with  him  throughout.  That  does  not  include  your 
ideas  as  to  General  D — .  I  do  not  hear  that  he  is  a  candidate 
for  the  adjutant-generalship.  The  pressure  idea  is  foolish 
enough. 

Be  serene!  I’ll  talk  it  all  up  before  jumping  in. 

Sincerely, 

William  Henry  Smith,  R.  B.  Hayes. 

Columbus,  Ohio. 
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Columbus,  December  27,  1867. 

My  Darling  :  —  Am  here  waiting  for  my  traps  and  calami¬ 
ties —  I  should  say  our —  which  will  be  here  this  afternoon  and 
I  hope  to  get  them  all  in  the  house  tomorrow.  The  carpets  and 
other  things  I  wish  to  get  ready  to  put  down  and  put  in;  but 
really  very  little  in  that  way  can  be  done  without  you.  I  have 
an  impression  we  shall  feel  very  homelike  here  when  we  do 
settle. 

Love  to  all.  I  shall  come  up  [to  Fremont]  in  time  for  din¬ 
ner  New  Year’s  day,  if  not  before. 

Affectionately, 

R. 

Mrs.  Hayes. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  January  11,  1868. 

Dear  Uncle:  —  I  suppose  you  are  entitled  to  an  advance 
copy  of  my  inaugural.  Here  it  is.  It  contains  but  three  days 
[ideas].  First,  a  compliment  to  Governor  Cox;  second,  advice 
against  too  much  legislation ;  and  third,  it  shows  that  I  still  stand 
by  equal  suffrage.  It  is  the  shortest  ever  delivered  in  Ohio. 

Our  new  home  is  most  agreeable.  I  can  give  you  a  pleasant 
room  with  an  air-tight  wood-stove  and  a  bedroom  opening  into 
it,  so  much  like  your  own  that  I  am  sure  you  would  be  safe  in 
health  and  feel  at  home. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  January  13,  1868. 

Dear  Uncle:  —  I  now  send  you  another  copy  of  the  inau¬ 
gural  containing  a  fourth  idea.  I  found  our  Democrats  foolish 
enough  to  be  repealing  Ohio’s  assent  to  the  Fourteenth  Amend¬ 
ment.  So  I  put  in  some  words  on  that  head.  —  All  well. 

Yours, 


S.  Birchard. 


R.  B.  Hayes. 


GOVERNOR  OF  OHIO  — 1868-1869 


51 


Columbus,  January  17,  1868. 

Dear  Uncle:  —  I  am  enjoying  the  new  office.  It  strikes  me 
at  a  guess  as  the  pleasantest  I  have  ever  had.  Not  too  much 
hard  work,  plenty  of  time  to  read,  good  society,  etc.,  etc.  .  .  . 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  February  3,  1868. 

Dear  Uncle:  —  Tell  the  boys  that  if  nothing  occurs  to  pre¬ 
vent  I  hope  to  reach  Fremont  on  the  evening  train  that  will  ar¬ 
rive  Friday  evening. 

I  send  you  T.  D.  Jones’  design  for  a  Soldier  and  Lincoln  Mon¬ 
ument.  We  hadn’t  money  enough  to  accept  this  design.  It  is  in 
three  parts :  —  ( 1 )  At  the  bottom,  the  uprising  of  the  people 
when  Sumter  was  taken;  (2)  The  surrender  of  Vicksburg  to 
Grant,  and  (3)  The  bust  of  Lincoln.  I  am  not  sure  but  pre¬ 
sume  you  will  think  it  worth  express  charges  and  houseroom. 
We  adopted  Jones’  bust  from  this  design. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  February  17,  1868. 

Dear  S — :  —  I  have  thought  of  writing  to  the  friends  of 
some  of  the  early  governors  for  portraits.  Some  I  am  sure  I 
can  get  by  simply  asking  —  as  McArthur,  Trimble,  etc.,  etc.  I 
merely  write  for  suggestions  supposing  you  may  know  or  may 
have  done  something  which  would  change  my  idea. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

William  Henry  Smith. 

State  of  Ohio,  Executive  Department. 

Columbus,  April  15,  1868. 

Sir  :  —  I  am  requested  to  write  you  in  relation  to  the  va¬ 
cancy  in  the  consular  office  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  occasioned  by 
the  death  of  Mr.  C.  F.  Adae. 
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Honorable  John  B.  Stallo  has  been  named  as  a  suitable  person 
to  fill  the  vacancy.  I  am  personally  well  acquainted  with  Judge 
Stallo.  He  is  an  able  lawyer  and  an  influential  and  upright  citi¬ 
zen  whose  reputation,  experience,  and  capacity  fit  him  in  an 
eminent  degree  for  the  position  of  consular  representative  for 
any  European  Power  desiring  such  representative  in  one  of  the 
important  cities  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  Hayes, 
Governor  of  Ohio. 

Count  Bismarck, 

Chancellor  North  German  Confederation, 

Berlin. 

( Telegrams .) 

Washington,  D.  C.,  May  5,  1868. 

To  Governor  R.  B.  Hayes, 

Columbus ,  Ohio. 

What  do  Ohio  Republicans  desire  as  to  impeachment?  Answer 
fully. 

J.  C.  Lee, 

Care  Judge  Welker. 


Columbus,  May  6,  1868. 

To  General  J.  C,  Lee, 

Care  of  Judge  Welker,  M.  C., 

Washington. 

Conviction. 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Fremont,  Ohio,  May  23,  Saturday,  1868. 

My  Darling:  —  Came  from  Chicago  this  morning.  Had  a 
fine  time.  ...  All  well  here.  Young  Mrs.  Wade  came 
over  with  me  —  vexed  of  course  with  the  doings  of  a  few  Ohio 
anti-Waders,  but  took  it  well.  The  Convention  [National  Re- 
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publican]  with  that  exception  was  a  great  success.  Mrs.  Lane 
sends  her  regards.  She  was  full  of  praises  of  you;  the  old  Sen¬ 
ator,  ditto.  Affectionately, 

R.  B.  H. 

Mrs.  Hayes. 


Columbus,  June  27,  1868. 

Dear  Smith:  —  In  reply  to  yours  of  yesterday:  The  Youngs¬ 
town  address  is  now  half  written  —  a  dull  affair,  nothing  fresh, 
original,  or  even  passably  good  in  it.  I  rely  upon  a  rapid,  spir¬ 
ited  delivery  to  get  it  off  on  the  audience  and  prefer  not  to  let  it 
get  into  any  daily.  But  if  it  must  be,  your  wishes  will  be  com¬ 
plied  with,  but  with  the  distinctly  expressed  wish  that  you  don’t 
call  attention  to  it  by  praise  or  otherwise.  It  will  be  platitu- 
dinarily-tion  stupid.  Sincerely, 


William  Henry  Smith, 

Chronicle  Office ,  Cincinnati. 


R.  B.  Hayes. 


Columbus,  July  2,  1868. 

My  dear  S — :  —  1  hope  I  have  not  got  myself  in  a  scrape 
with  you.  I  did  not  dream  that  your  paper  would  not  appear 
Saturday  P.  M.  Your  letter  spoke  of  “selling  it  by  the  time  I 
had  comfortably  concluded,  etc.,  etc.,”  and  so  I  gave  it  to  all  the 
other  Cincinnati  papers  and  I  now  have  slips  this  morning  from 
the  Commercial,  etc.  But  how  will  it  do  to  print  in  your  last 
edition  Friday?  There  was  no  understanding  with  other  papers. 
Their  correspondents  asked  for  it,  and  they  copied  it.  Do  just 
what  you  please  with  it.  Mahoning  is  a  great  way  off. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

William  Henry  Smith, 

Editor,  Chronicle. 


July  p,  1868.  —  Horatio  Seymour  nominated  because :  — 

1.  He  was  more  distinctly  and  decidedly  committed  against 
the  Greenback  theory  of  Mr.  Pendleton  and  the  Western  De¬ 
mocracy  than  any  other  man  before  that  convention. 
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2.  He  was  by  his  record  more  completely  identified  with 
the  peace  party  than  any  man  except  Mr.  Pen.dleton. 

3.  He  is  for  a  reconstruction  of  the  South  which  will  be 
agreeable  to  the  Rebels,  and  opposes  the  reconstruction  which 
gives  safety  and  power  to  the  loyal. 


Columbus,  July  14,  1868. 

Dear  Uncle: —  .  .  .  Joel  Bryan’s  wife,  son,  and 

daughter  were  here  this  morning.  Had  a  pleasant  time  with 
them.  The  son,  Guy,  is  a  fine,  excellent  young  man  of  twenty- 
six  years  —  sensible,  intelligent,  etc.  The  old  friends  are  all 
prosperous.  Negro  business  in  that  county  works  well  —  no  fuss 
or  trouble.  The  young  man  is  a  Democrat  and  was  at  New 
York  [National  Democratic  Convention],  but  is  free  from  bigot¬ 
ry  and  nonsense ;  takes  cheerful  and  sensible  views  of  things. 

I  go  to  Cincinnati  tomorrow  to  stay  a  few  days.  Yes,  hurrah 
for  Seymour  and  Blair!  The  thing  is  a  wet  blanket  here  to  our 
Democrats.  The  prospect  has  certainly  improved  for  us. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 

Columbus,  July  25,  1868. 

Dear  General:  —  You  make  me  feel  “wuss  and  wuss”  but  I 
can’t  make  the  trip.  Her  beauty  and  “incomparable”  charms  of 
all  sorts  I  am  sure  are  of  the  lasting  kind.  I  can’t  say  as  to 
how  she  will  “keep”  in  other  respects.  There  is  one  thing  (to 
the  shame  of  our  society  be  it  spoken)  which  makes  it  probable 
that  she  will  stay.  She  has  no  fortune  to  attract  the  flies. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

General  M.  F.  Force, 

Cincinnati. 
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Private  and  Confidential. 

Columbus,  October  27,  1868. 

My  dear  S — :  —  The  Chronicle  contains  an  unlucky  little 
sentence.  Of  course  it  is  not  to  be  corrected  or  alluded  to,  but 
the  governor  neither  can  nor  ought  “to  prevent  breaches  of  the 
peace.”  Yet  there  are  people  who  expect  it,  and  that  makes  the 
sentence  unlucky.  If  there  was  an  insurrection  or  mob  which 
the  civil  authorities  could  not  control,  I  could  call  out  the  military 
{if  there  was  any?)  but  it  is  the  business  of  the  civil  authorities 
to  take  care  of  “breaches  of  the  peace.”  The  governor  has  no 
civil  authority.  I  write  merely  out  of  abundant  caution. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

William  Henry  Smith, 

Cincinnati. 

Columbus,  November  3,  1868. 

Dear  Uncle:  —  Platt  heard  my  talk  about  the  taxes  for 
ditches  and  roads  on  your  Wood  County  lands  with  the  great¬ 
est  good  humor.  He  laughed  about  it;  said  he  rather  thought 
the  lands  might  about  as  well  be  given  up,  but  would  leave  all 
that  to  you  and  Doctor  Rawson.  He  seemed  to  regard  the  big 
figures  I  gave  him  as  a  good  joke.  There  will  be  no  trouble 
or  feeling  with  him. 

Judge  Matthews  staid  with  us  during  the  session  of  the 
Electoral  College.  His  daughter  Bella,  the  eldest  and  favorite, 
aged  seventeen,  died  suddenly  while  he  was  here. 

Lucy  has  gone  down  to- Glendale.  We  got  home  in  five  hours 
from  Fremont  by  way  of  Monroeville  and  Clyde.  The  quickest 
time  I  ever  made.  All  well. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 

Washington,  November  9,  1868. 

Dear  Guy  :  —  I  came  here  last  night  chiefly  to  attend  to  your 
cause.  The  President  has  just  given  me  an  order  for  the  par¬ 
don  of  yourself  and  brothers.  I  congratulate  you  all. 

5  * 
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I  concur  fully  with  the  sentiments  of  your  letter.  I  hope 
you  will  all  agree  to  one  further  amendment  of  the  Constitution, 
viz.,  the  basis  of  representation  to  be  voters.  This  I  deem  very 
essential.  Don’t  commit  yourself  against  it  until  I  can  write 
you  fully. 

I  return  home  tomorrow.  All  Cincinnati  friends  are  well. 
Regards  to  your  wife. 

As  ever, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Guy  M.  Bryan, 

Texas. 

Columbus,  November  n,  1868. 

Dear  Uncle:  —  We  are  jogging  along  as  usual  —  a  little 
more  to  do  than  heretofore.  The  Legislature  meeting  soon  and 
various  matters  overlooked  claiming  attention. 

I  spent  the  election  day  [at  Cincinnati]  looking  at  Mr.  Pro- 
basco’s  fine  pictures,  statuary,  library,  and  house.  The  house 
is  much  the  finest  I  ever  was  in.  He  has  a  few  pictures  of  all 
peoples  —  English,  German,  French,  Italian,  Asiatic,  etc.  He 
prefers  French  art  to  any  other. 

We  hope  to  spend  Thanksgiving  with  you  and  shall  do  so 
if  not  prevented  by  something  I  don’t  now  foresee.  Grant’s 
election  was  a  happy  thing.  He  seems  to  behave  admirably. 
The  effect  South  and  everywhere  seems  good. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 

Columbus,  December  19,  1868. 

Dear  Uncle:  —  Got  home  safe  this  morning.  Had  a  good 
time.  The  most  satisfactory  part  of  the  trip  was  several  hours’ 
quiet  talk  with  General  Grant.  It  was  a  most  delightful  talk. 
After  he  warms  up  he  is  just  about  such  a  man  as  Charley  Boalt 
used  to  be  —  quite  as  cheerful,  chatty,  and  good-natured,  and  so 
sensible,  clear-headed,  and  well-informed.  I  feel  just  as  much  at 
ease  with  him  as  I  do  with  intimate  friends  like  Hastings  or 
Force  —  more  so  than  with  Bushnell  or  even  Buckland !  This 


GOVERNOR  OF  OHIO  — 1868-1869 


57 


sounds  strange,  but  I  mention  it  because  it  will  give  you  an 
idea  how  completely  and  wonderfully  he  remains  unspoiled  by 
his  elevation.  I  think  I  will  come  up  soon  and  give  you  some 
of  his  talk. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 

Columbus,  January  i8,  1869. 

Dear  Uncle:  —  I  received  yours  enclosing  draft  for  $551.68, 
proceeds  of  bond  for  which  I  am  obliged. 

We  are  all  very  well.  The  Legislature  comes  together  in 
good  feeling,  and  the  past  week  has  been  an  animated  time, 
meeting  friends,  acquaintances,  and  strangers.  Mr.  Emmitt 
has  placed  two  more  statues  in  the  rotunda  which  I  suppose 
are  really  by  Mead.  They  are  about  one-third  life-size  and 
very  pretty. 

The  best  book  of  the  sort  I  have  seen  is  “Personal  Sketches 
of  Grant”  by  Richardson,  author  of  “Field,  Dungeon,  and 
Escape,”  which  you  have.  I  will  bring  it  up  when  I  come  two 
or  three  weeks  hence. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 

Columbus,  January  21,  1869. 

My  dear  Guy:  — Your  New  Year’s  letter  made  me  happy. 
Time  is  rapidly  getting  our  political  differences  out  of  the  way. 
We  shall  hardly  be  as  wide  apart  again  as  we  were  ten  years 
ago.  Personally,  we  never  were  divided.  Hereafter  I  hope  we 
shall  meet  in  as  complete  accord  as  need  be  for  close  friendship. 
I  was  at  Gambier  Monday  to  see  the  inauguration  of  a  new 
president.  The  enclosed  gives  you  a  report  of  it.  Altogether  a 
good  time.  I  spoke  of  you  to  numbers  of  old  friends  who  have 
friendly  recollections  of  auld  lang  syne.  Hurd,  Buttles,  Jones, 
etc.,  always  ask  about  you. 

Excuse  this.  I  am  writing  in  the  office  with  too  many  inter- 
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ruptions  to  write  consecutively.  My  regards  to  your  wife 
and  children.  I  hope  to  see  you  again  soon. 

As  ever, 

R. 

Guy  M.  Bryan, 

Texas. 

Private. 

Columbus,  February  15,  1869. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  I  am  in  receipt  of  yours  of  the  13th.  I 
have  taken  some  pains  to  keep  posted  on  the  state  of  things 
at  Washington  and  from  different  sources,  as  well  informed, 
perhaps,  as  anybody,  I  get  advices  which  lead  me  to  think 
“pressure”  a  bad  thing.  I  have  so  far  kept  away  designedly, 
and  think  it  would  have  been  better  if  others  had  done  so. 
If  anything  turns  up  changing  the  looks  I’ll  act  at  once.  You 
evidently  think  as  I  do  about  it.  Grant’s  little  speech  has 
different  versions  and  the  words  you  quote  are  not  probably 
“verbatim  copy.”  However,  I  have  no  misgivings.  There  will 
be  dissatisfactions,  of  course,  but  I  think  nothing  serious. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

[ Unidentified .] 

Columbus,  February  18,  1869. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  I  received  today  the  Globe  containing  the 
debate  on  the  Butler  resolution  of  censure.*  I  have  felt  like 
thanking  you  for  your  part  in  that  debate  ever  since  I  read  it, 
and  I  congratulate  you  very  heartily  upon  it.  It  is  absolutely 
necessary  that  on  such  occasions  somebody  should  have  the 
pluck  to  talk  truth  and  sense,  and  it  is  a  fortunate  circumstance 
to  have  a  man  of  position  and  ability  to  do  it. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

James  A.  Garfield. 

*A  resolution  censuring  the  Vice-President  pro  tempore,  Benjamin 
Wade,  for  ordering  the  electoral  vote  of  Georgia  to  be  counted  in  the 
joint  convention  of  the  two  houses  of  Congress  for  counting  the  vote 
for  President. 
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Columbus,  March  7,  1869. 

Dear  Uncle:  —  We  are  all  well.  Political  talk  is  just  now 
all  the  talk.  Grant’s  inaugural  strikes  me  as  capital.  His 
Cabinet  looks  like  a  revolution,  an  experiment.  If  it  succeeds, 
as  I  hope  it  will,  all  will  applaud  him  for  his  courage  and  wis¬ 
dom.  Otherwise,  otherwise.  It  is  a  Cabinet  for  work,  for 
honesty,  and  for  economy.  It  contains  three  radicals,  Wash- 
burne,  Creswell,  and  Howe;  three  conservative  Republicans, 
Cox,  Stewart,  and  Borie.  It  is  outside  of  political  circles  — 
no  man  of  political  strength  in  the  list,  and  is  therefore  un¬ 
trammelled,  owes  nobody  anything.  It  contains  no  Presidential 
aspirants,  and  may  therefore  be  regarded  as  organized  for 
harmony.  No  man  being  conspicuous,  Grant’s  leadership  and 
rule  is  beyond  question.  It  seems  to  mean  business  and  not 
political  scheming.  It  is  an  attempt  to  put  fitness  and  qualifi¬ 
cations  before  what  is  called  “claims”  and  “political  services.” 
If  anybody  could  overthrow  the  spoils  doctrine  and  practice, 
Grant  is  the  man.  It  has  been  thought  impossible  hitherto, 
but  I  hope  with  some  confidence  that  he  will  win. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 


Columbus,  March  10,  1869. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  I  sent  two  letters  to  Mr.  Barrett  this  morn¬ 
ing,  one  to  General  Cox,  and  one  to  General  Grant. 

Your  letter  indicates  that  you  are  in  doubt  of  the  future. 
I  suppose  there  is  some  reason  for  it,  but  I  confess  I  don’t 
feel  it.  There  is  just  now  a  wild  hubbub  at  Washington  and  to 
some  extent  in  the  country,  but  I  think  I  see  the  main  points 
are  all  right  and  think  that  before  a  great  while  the  present 
doubting  will  disappear.  “Wait  for  the  facts.” 

Sincerely, 


William  Henry  Smith. 
Cincinnati,  Ohio . 


R.  B.  Hayes. 
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Columbus,  March  24,  1869. 

Dear  Uncle:  —  I  spent  four  days  in  Washington  most 
pleasantly.  There  is  still  a  lack  of  harmony  on  the  Tenure  of 
Office  Law,  but  generally  the  prospect  is  good  of  a  strong,  suc¬ 
cessful,  and  popular  Administration.  On  all  essentials,  Grant  is 
more  perfectly  in  accord  with  Republican  ideas  than  was  gen¬ 
erally  supposed  was  the  case.  The  Cabinet  is  personally  likely 
to  be  very  popular.  Economy  and  good  sense  seem  to  be  in 
power. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 

Columbus,  April  3,  1869. 

Dear  Uncle: —  .  .  .  The  best  thing  of  my  administra¬ 

tion,  I  suspect,  will  be  the  beginning  of  the  geological  survey. 
It  carried  very  handsomely  in  both  branches.  Now  comes  the 
important  point.  Who  is  to  be  chief  geologist?  My  preposses¬ 
sions  are  for  Professor  Newberry.  Please  ask  Mr.  Bushnell 
about  it  and  get  him  to  write  me,  showing  him  or  telling  him 
what  I  say. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 

Columbus,  April  15,  1869. 

Dear  General:  —  The  Fifth  Virginia  was  commanded  by 
Colonel  Zigler  until  about  1863,  then  by  Colonel  Tomlinson 
until  the  end  of  its  first  term  of  enlistment,  and  in  1864  re¬ 
enlisted  and  became  the  First  West  Virginia  Veteran  Volunteers 
under  Colonel  Wm.  H.  Enochs.  Its  men  would  naturally  claim 
the  veteran  regiment  to  be  the  same  as  the  former  Fifth,  as  it 
was  principally  composed  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Fifth, 
consolidated  with  the  Ninth  however. 

Sincerely, 


[Unidentified.] 


R.  B.  Hayes. 
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Columbus,  April  19,  1869. 

My  dear  Boy  :  —  I  am  sending  Uncle  a  box  containing  oats 
and  barley  and  also  a  small  box  inside  of  it  with  fossil  shell¬ 
fish,  a  fossil  shark’s  tooth,  and  a  bud,  I  suppose  it  is,  of  a  lily 
fossilized.  I  visited  a  small  but  valuable  collection  of  such 
things  this  morning.  They  were  found  near  here  and  at  Dela¬ 
ware.  At  Delaware  they  find  bones  of  enormous  fishes  of 
species  long  since  extinct.  There  are  septaria,  or  large  round 
stones  like  Uncle’s,  formed  around  large  fish  bones  —  particu¬ 
larly  the  bones  of  the  head  and  the  jaws,  six  and  eight  feet 
in  diameter!  That  story  will  make  Uncle  open  his  eyes.  Mr. 
Herzer,  the  German  who  gave  me  the  fossils,  has  a  micro¬ 
scope  which  magnifies  three  hundred  times.  A  small-sized 
louse  looks  as  big  as  a  full  grown  rat,  and  [a]  much  more  ter¬ 
rible  beast  than  a  rat  he  is  with  his  claws  and  pinching  appara¬ 
tus.  . 

Affectionately, 

Webb  C.  Hayes,  R.  B.  Hayes. 

Fremont. 

Private. 

Columbus,  April  26,  1869. 

Dear  S — :  —  Enclosed  I  send  you  a  letter  for  Nixon  to 
Delano.  What  are  your  ideas  on  school  commissioner?  Cow- 
dery,  White,  Harvey,  and  Henkle  seem  ahead.  As  Lincoln 
would  say,  I  have  very  little  influence  with  the  governor,  but 
would  suggest  names  in  about  the  above  order. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

William  Henry  Smith, 

Chronicle  Office,  Cincinnati. 


Columbus,  April  29,  1869. 

Dear  S — :  —  I  rather  like  your  ticket.  But  Mr.  Henkle  is 
not  a  candidate.  No  recommendations  are  on  file  for  him,  (a 
circumstance  which  perhaps  ought  to  be  decisive  in  his  favor!), 
and  having  said  I  would  try  to  give  the  school  men  their  choice, 
I  propose  to  do  it  if  they  can  make  one. 
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You  don’t  say  White  once.  Warner  is  strong  for  him,  and  a 
good  crowd  of  first-class  school  men.  I  am  in  no  hurry. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

William  Henry  Smith. 

Columbus,  May  i,  1869. 

Dear  S — :  —  I  am  obliged  for  your  frank  letter.  It  comes 
nearer  the  core  of  the  matter  than  any  word  I  have  yet  had. 
I  may  not  act  on  it,  but  the  chances  are  that  I  shall.  I  have 
a  sort  of  pledge  out  to  appoint  the  choice  of  the  school  men.  If 
they  by  their  letters,  etc.,  etc.,  do  decidedly  make  a  choice,  I 
shall  act  on  it  even  of  it  takes  the  man  you  dislike.  But  it 
looks  now  as  if  I  should  be  left  free. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

William  Henry  Smith. 

Columbus,  May  6,  1869. 

Dear  S — :  —  The  use  of  the  phrase,  “the  man  you  dislike,” 
in  my  note  to  you,  was  unfortunate.  I  am  sorry  for  it.  No 
meaning  containing  an  imputation  on  your  motives  was  in  my 
mind  —  none  whatever.  Your  letter  shows  a  dislike  for  one 
of  the  gentlemen  named,  as  I  thought,  but  it  did  not,  and  does 
not  occur  to  me  that  therefore  you  opposed  him.  You  named 
another  and  a  solid  reason  —  a  reason  which  deserves  to  be  con¬ 
sidered.  The  part  of  your  letter  enclosed  in  brackets  contains 
what  I  refer  to  as  showing  “dislike.”  The  last  sentence  in  your 
letter  of  the  5th  will.  I  trust,  on  reflection  be  reconsidered.* 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

William  Henry  Smith. 

*Mr.  Smith  had  written:  —  “I  am  not  in  the  habit  of  letting  my 
personal  dislikes  enter  into  the  consideration  of  public  matters,  and  I 
am  not  aware  of  having  indicated  to  you  any  dislike  for  any  one  among 
the  candidates  for  school  commissioner.  ...  I  endeavored  to  answer 
your  inquiry  as  a  friend  who  is  not  afraid  to  speak  the  truth  at  all  times, 
and  to  give  you  the  inside  view  among  the  best  of  the  teachers.  As  this 
effort  has  been  construed  as  an  expression  of  my  ‘likes  and  dislikes,’ 
I  would  suggest  that  hereafter  you  apply  elsewhere  for  information.” 
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May  7,  i86p.  —  The  Legislature  adjourns  today.  Now  for 
the  result.  Prepare  accurate  and  full  tables  showing  the  ex¬ 
penditures  authorized  by  this  Legislature.  Divide  them  into 
ordinary  and  extraordinary.  Show  then  in  some  detail  how 
they  compare  with  former  years,  with  ten,  twenty  years  ago, 
and  with  last  year 

Apply  this  to  state  and  local  affairs.  Show  amount  of  taxes 
authorized  and  amount  that  goes  upon  the  future.  Give  a  list 
of  all  unusual  appropriations,  all  unusual  burdens. 

When  the  white  flag  was  raised  at  [the]  Chicago  [Democratic 
National  Convention  in  1864]  by  recommending  “immediate 
efforts  for  the  cessation  of  hostilities,”  Judge  R —  was  a  state 
delegate  for  Ohio. 


Columbus,  May  17,  1869. 

Dear  Uncle: — .  .  .  Colonel  Whittlesey  is  very  angry 

and  very  vindictive  because  he  is  not  State  Geologist.  He  threat¬ 
ens  terribly  to  defeat  my  nomination  and  the  like! 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 

Columbus,  June  4,  1869. 

Dear  Uncle:  —  I  returned  from  the  East  Tuesday  night,  and 
found  all  at  home  as  usual.  My  trip  was  in  all  respects  very 
interesting.  Nothing  was  pleasanter  than  a  look  through  the 
Art  Gallery,  Stewart’s  new  store,  and  the  view  from  Nordhoff’s 
cottage  on  the  Palisades  of  the  Hudson.  The  best  talks  I 
heard  were  those  of  Mr.  Kennedy,  the  superintendent  of  the 
metropolitan  police,  the  successor  of  old  Hayes.  I  was  with 
him  the  most  of  two  days.  —  All  well. 

Sincerely, 


S.  Birchard. 


R.  B.  Hayes. 
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Columbus,  June  26,  1869. 

Dear  General  :  —  Looking  over  the  letters  opened  and  read 
hastily  on  the  day  of  the  convention,*  I  find  the  enclosed  which 
is  no  doubt  the  lost  letter  to  you. 

Your  capital  speech  the  other  day,  the  night  of  the  23rd, 
I  have  read  with  great  satisfaction,  and  I  hope  you  will  make 
your  arrangements  to  speak  for  the  committee  during  the  can¬ 
vass  and  at  a  long  list  of  meetings. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

J.  A.  Garfield. 

Columbus,  July  13,  1869. 

Dear  S — :  —  I  am  sorry  not  to  be  here  to  meet  you. 

I  think  of  nothing  in  particular  to  say.  There  is  a  whispering 
which  leads  me  to  suspect  that  they  [the  Democratic  leaders] 
are  hoping,  and  perhaps  trying,  to  get  Rosecrans  to  decline.  If 
he  declines  it  will  change  the  programme  essentially.  Until 
that  matter  is  decided  I  suspect  we  had  better  show  up  their 
talk  about  him,  and  his  talk  about  them  as  our  principal  topic, 
so  far  as  merely  personal  issues  go. 

I  am  ready  to  begin  [the  canvass]  whenever  it  is  deemed 
best,  and  would  advise  going  first  and  chiefly  into  doubtful  or 
Union  counties.  * 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes 

William  Henry  Smith. 

Columbus,  August  9,  1869. 

Dear  Uncle: — .  .  .  I  begin  campaigning  Wednesday. 

Rosecrans’  declination  does  not  affect  it  much.  He  would  have 
been  beaten.  So  I  think  will  whoever  they  run. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 

*  The  State  Republican  Convention,  June  23,  at  Columbus,  which  re¬ 
nominated  Mr.  Hayes  by  acclamation. 
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Columbus,  August  16,  1869. 

Dear  Uncle:  —  The  business  of  the  office  and  the  canvass 
keep  me  busy.  I  go  to  Chillicothe  at  noon  and  will  be  absent 
“on  the  circuit”  two  weeks  before  I  return.  Things  look  well. 
Pendleton’s  nomination  makes  the  race  more  interesting  and 
more  doubtful.  But  I  guess  it  will  be  all  right. 

My  health,  voice,  and  spirits  are  of  the  best. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 

Private. 

Columbus,  August  27,  1869. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  I  wrote  the  enclosed  [following]  letter  to  the 
editor  of  the  Democrat,  but  noticing  that  he  refers  to  you,  it 
seems  more  proper  to  write  you  on  the  subject,  and  as  I  am 
pressed  for  time  I  send  you  the  letter  to  show  you  that  I  take 
it  all  in  good  part. 

I  add  two  things :  First,  I  regret  you  did  not  write  me  after 
the  state  convention  your  views ;  and,  secondly,  I  did  tell  all 
our  Republican  friends  who  conversed  with  me  on  such  topics 
to  oppose  debts  except  in  the  extremest  cases. 

I  hope  it  wrill  do  us  no  injury,  and  trust  you  will  agree  with 
me  that  the  long  sessions  and  excessive  legislation  of  the  last 
Legislature  ought  to  be  avoided. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

D.  W.  Canfield,  Esq., 

Chardon,  Ohio. 

Confidential. 

Columbus,  August  27,  1869. 

My  dear  Sir  :  —  I  have  read  the  article  you  send  me.  The 
spirit  of  it  is  so  just  and  fair  that  I  cannot  complain  of  it.  At 
the  same  time  I  must  think  as  to  the  Commisisoners’  Bill  that 
it  violates  the  spirit  of  the  constitution  in  not  placing  limits 
or  conditions  upon  the  power  of  the  board.  You  do  not  allude 
to  the  most  objectionable  bill  —  the  Road  Bill. 
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But  I  write  merely  to  say  that  I  think  we  can’t  differ  on  my 
main  objection,  viz.,  the  long  sessions  —  the  overlegislation. 
To  that  I  did  object  in  my  inaugural  message  and  this  is  what 
led  to  the  greatest  abuses.  I  shall  listen  to  all  such  friendly 
suggestions  as  yours,  and  so  far  as  I  can  do  it,  without  for¬ 
saking  principle,  will  accommodate  my  discussions  to  the  views 
of  the  friends.  It  is  perhaps  a  hobby  with  me,  but  I  do  hate 
debt,  and  I  am  opposed  to  authorizing  it  except  as  a  dernier 
ressort. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

P.  S.  —  The  canvass  looks  well  so  far.  —  H. 

Julius  O.  Converse,  Esq., 

Char  don,  Ohio. 

Columbus,  August  30,  1869. 

Dear  Uncle: —  ...  I  am  over  my  hardest  week’s  work 
and  find  myself  still  in  good  condition  in  all  respects.  I  shall 
drift  up  into  your  vicinity  next  week.  I  can  form  no  very 
definite  notion  as  to  prospects.  There  are  some  clouds  at  Cin¬ 
cinnati  and  Cleveland  growing  out  of  local  troubles,  but  with 
these  exceptions  the  coast  is  clear  and  appearances  encouraging. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  September  27,  1869. 

Dear  Uncle:  —  I  am  getting  on  very  well.  Came  home  last 
Saturday.  ...  I  start  out  again  this  afternoon  to  be  gone 
until  the  last  of  the  week. 

As  I  have  told  you  all  along,  the  result  of  an  apathetic  election 
is  always  in  doubt  and  this  election  is  badly  apathetic.  But 
it  looks  better  to  me  and  I  now  think  our  chance  is  decidedly 
the  best. 

Sincerely, 


S.  Birchard. 


R.  B.  Hayes. 
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Columbus,  October  8,  1869. 

Dear  Uncle:  —  I  have  no  new  opinion  about  the  election. 
The  vote  will  probably  be  light  —  so  light  that  an  adverse  re¬ 
sult  would  not  surprise  me,  and  yet  I  think  we  shall  get  through. 

•  •  • 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  October  13,  1869. 

Dear  Uncle: —  .  .  .  We  are  in  the  midst  of  the  doubt 

as  to  results.  I  am  laughing  and  serene  as  usual.  But  there  are 
anxious  faces  over  the  figures.  It  looks  as  if  I  was  carried 
through  again  by  a  close  vote.  I  saw  the  moon  over  my  right 
shoulder  and  I  think  that  will  win. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 

Columbus,  November  4,  1869. 

Honorable  Richard  M.  Corwine,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  is  a 
lawyer  of  large  experience,  whose  practice  in  the  higher  courts 
of  the  State  and  of  the  United  States  for  many  years  has  given 
him  wide  reputation.  He  has  devoted  himself  to  his  profes¬ 
sion  almost  without  interruption  more  than  twenty-five  years. 
Whatever  qualifications  for  the  discharge  of  important  judicial 
duties  can  be  acquired  by  a  gentleman  of  intellect,  of  excellent 
temper  and  manners,  and  of  great  industry,  may  be  justly 
claimed  for  Mr.  Corwine. 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  November  8,  1S69. 

Dear  Corwine:  —  You  have  the  joke  on  me  if  I  have  not 
on  you.  The  word  to  my  eye  is  plainly  judicial  not  political. 
Either  my  writing  or  your  reading  is  greatly  at  fault. 

I  can  say  nothing  further  as  yet.  Indeed,  I  feel  some  em¬ 
barrassment  may  arise  in  doing  so  much  as  I  have.  I  trust  my 
letter  will  not  be  used  or  mentioned,  if  it  does  not  seem  neces- 
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sary  to  do  it.  It  is  strictly  within  my  rule  and  perfectly  proper, 
but  others  might  not  so  see  it. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Richard  M.  Corwine. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  November  6,  1869. 

Dear  General  :  —  My  wife  and  I  both  wish  to  say  thank 
you  for  the  beautiful  pictures  [reproductions  of  paintings  in 
European  galleries].  They  are  so  fine  that  I  want  to  be  able 
to  talk  about  them  —  how  they  are  done;  where  are  the 
originals;  whose?  etc.,  etc.  I  am  told  that  a  negative  is  ob¬ 
tained  from  the  painting  by  the  ordinary  process,  that  the 
negative  is  retouched,  and  these  pictures  printed  from  the  im¬ 
proved  negative. 

The  next  time  I  meet  you  I  propose  to  hear  you  on  your 
trip.  So  try  not  [to]  forget  it  altogether. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

M.  F.  Force. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  November  7,  1869. 

My  dear  Webb: — .  .  .  Yesterday  one  of  the  teachers 

in  the  public  schools  tried  an  interesting  experiment  in  the 
rotunda  of  the  State  House.  He  suspended  an  iron  ball  weigh¬ 
ing  twenty  pounds  by  a  fine  wire  from  the  top  of  the  dome  and 
by  letting  it  swing  as  a  pendulum  demonstrated  very  satisfac¬ 
torily  that  the  earth  moves  from  the  west  to  the  east.  The  wire 
had  to  be  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  long  to  reach  from  the 
dome  to  the  floor.  A  line  was  drawn  on  the  floor  due  north 
and  south  and  the  ball  set  to  swinging  directly  over  the  line. 
In  an  hour  the  line  of  the  ball’s  motion  was  nine  degrees  variant 
from  the  north  and  south  line,  showing  that  in  forty  hours  the 
variation  would  go  clear  around  the  circle.  It  was  a  curious 
demonstration,  but  while  everybody  saw  the  result,  only  a  few 
seemed  to  fully  comprehend  it. 

I  have  a  large  number  of  the  coats  of  arms  of  the 
States  cut  from  the  letters  I  get.  If  you  want  them  I’ll  send 
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them  to  you.  .  .  .  You  must  always  write  with  ink.  You 

forgot  to  give  the  year  in  dating  your  last  letter.  Your  letter 
as  a  whole  was  very  well  written.  —  Ruddy  and  your  mother 
send  love  to  you  and  Birch. 

Affectionately,  your  father, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Webb  C.  Hayes, 

Fremont. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  November  7,  1869. 

Dear  Colonel:  —  Thanks  for  your  call  and  pencil  note  at 
Cincinnati.  I  was  sorry  not  to  see  you.  I  wanted  to  hear  your 
talk  —  not  more  than  I  always  do,  —  and  as  I  am  not  likely  to 
meet  you  often,  I  now  want  to  know  where  you  are  to  settle,  if 
you  do  settle,  that  I  can  have  the  next  best  thing  to  your  talk  — 
your  writings. 

Judging  by  c  ir  last  conversation,  for  pecuniary  and  other 
reasons  you  preier  a  position  to  being  merely  a  disturbing  ele¬ 
ment  ;  but  as  I  see  it,  the  latter  is  your  vocation  —  a  vocation  in 
which  you  can  do  great  things  in  the  present  political,  religious, 
social,  etc.,  etc. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Colonel  Donn  Piatt. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  November  8,  1869. 

Dear  General  :  —  I  congratulate  you  back  again  [ — on  your 
election  to  the  state  Senate].  Some  enemy  of  yours  reported 
that  you  would  be  badly  beaten  in  any  event.  But  I  didn’t  believe 
it.  I  agree  with  you.  Our  lines  didn’t  fall  in  the  right  years. 
The  “off  years,”  as  Greeley  calls  them,  are  bad  years  to  run  for 
office. 

The  missionary  story  is  out  of  whole  cloth.  I  went  to  church 
like  a  good  Christian  on  the  Sunday  I  was  reported  to  be 
ploughing  with  the  Hamilton  County  Reform  Members  and 
didn’t  see  one  of  them.  Bishop  Thompson  preached  a  capital 
discourse  on  the  text,  “Be  ye  faithful  to  the  end  and  I  will 
give  you  a  crown  of  life,”  or  words  to  that  effect.  If  you  had 
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heard  it  you  wouldn’t  have  thought  of  that  infamous  suspicion 
that  I  was  imitating  Sam  Cary  because  I  quoted  scripture  in 
my  Thanksgiving  proclamation.  Hassaurek  says  the  Reformers 
will  be  with  us  on  the  Fifteenth  Amendment.  I  think  so  too. 
Lew  Campbell,  it  is  said,  boasts  that  he  will  prevent  the  ratifi¬ 
cation  in  the  Senate,  but  as  both  of  the  Reformers  are  perfectly 
sound  I  suppose  it  is  safe.  .  .  . 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Kind  regards  to  Mrs.  Potts. 

General  B.  F.  Potts, 

Carrollton ,  Ohio. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  November  9,  1869. 

Dear  Sir:  —  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  6th  inst. 
in  relation  to  the  appointment  of  State  Librarian,  and  in  reply 
I  must  frankly  say  that,  as  at  present  advised,  the  incumbent 
will  at  the  end  of  his  term  be  reappointed.  If  I  had  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  talk  with  you  face  to  face  I  would  go  into  the  reasons 
for  this  course.  I  recognize  the  validity  of  your  claims  and 
under  other  circumstances  would  be  glad  to  give  them  a  favor¬ 
able  hearing. 

Supposing  your  letters  may  be  of  value  to  you,  I  respectfully 
return  them. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

General  H.  K.  McConnell, 

Yellow  Springs ,  Ohio. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  November  10,  1869. 

Dear  Nordhoff:  —  You  are  not  the  only  “wretch”  (I  have 
adopted  that  good  word  from  you)  who  harrows  up  the  feelings 
of  my  wife  by  sending  the  Harper's  picture  of  me.  It  has 
driven  me  into  the  photograph  business  and  I  am  now  jawing 
back  in  this  way. 

I  want  to  send  Walter  “The  President’s  Words”  —  the  book 
of  Lincoln’s  wisdom,  I  named  to  you.  How  —  by  express  or 
mail,  and  direction? 
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I  have  not  seen  Aunty  Davis  since  your  article  on  the  Bible 
question.  I  fear  she  will  think  you  have  gone  back  on  her 
hopes  of  you.  I  take  the  Bible  side,  largely  because  this  war 
on  the  Good  Book  is  in  disguise  a  war  on  all  free  schools. 

Sincerely, 


R.  B.  Hayes. 


Charles  Nordhoff. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  November  io,  1869. 

Dear  Sir  :  —  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  8th.  I  agree 
with  you  as  to  the  importance  of  securing  a  fire-proof  building 
for  the  library.  It  seems  to  me  so  important  that  I  would  not 
wait  until  the  society  can  build  or  purchase  such  rooms.  Can’t 
a  room  that  would  answer  the  purpose  be  rented?  I,  however, 
ought  not  to  make  suggestions.  My  income  does  not  permit 
me  to  do  more  than  pay  the  ten  dollars  assessment  in  aid  of 
the  society’s  object.  I  would  be  glad  to  do  more  if  I  could. 

Sincerely,  R  B  Hayes. 

Julius  Dexter, 

Recording  Secretary,  Historical  and  Philosophical 
Society. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  November  11,  1869. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  9th 
in  relation  to  the  claims  of  Mr.  Forster  and  Dr.  Morton.  I 
had  some  knowledge  of  the  merits  of  Mr.  Forster’s  applica¬ 
tion  and  have  written  two  letters  in  his  behalf.  In  reply  to 
one  I  was  told  that  consulates  are  all  gobbled  up  long  ago  — 
that  his  only  chance  is  the  resignation  or  death  of  the  present 
incumbents ;  and  you  know  “few  die  and  none  resign.” 

As  to  Dr.  Morton,  I  know  him  well,  but  I  suppose  Mr.  Har- 
bough,  who  is  a  faithful  good  officer,  ought  not  to  be  turned  out. 

If  more  letters  or  good  words  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Forster  are 
wanted,  I  am  ready  to  furnish  them.  But  as  Mr.  Lincoln  said 
when  he  was  President :  “I  have  very  little  influence  with  this 
Administration.” 

Sincerely,  R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  O.  Follett, 

Sandusky,  Ohio. 

6  ★ 
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Columbus,  Ohio,  November  13,  1869. 

Dear  Sage  :  —  I  am  in  receipt  of  yours  of  yesterday.  I  will 
send  you  reports  of  [the]  Ohio  Penitentiary  and  Reform  Farm. 
No  report  of  Girls’  Reformatory  yet  made.  But  the  rules 
adopted  may  answer  your  purpose  and  J  will  try  to  get  them 
for  you.  They  were  approved  by  me  as  the  law  required  and 
were  in  the  handwriting  of  Judge  M —  [Matthews  (?)]. 

I  have  the  Thanksgiving  proclamations  of  twenty-seven 
States  —  all  recognizing  religion,  nearly  all  the  religion  of  tne 
Bible,  and  several  the  Divinity  of  Christ.  More  are  coming, 
doubtless.  Our  Legislature  for  many  years  has  passed  a  joint 
resolution  annually  authorizing  a  thanksgiving  and  frequently 
in  terms  which  recognized  the  religion  of  the  Bible.  The  last 
Legislature  omitted  to  do  so  by  a  mere  accident  this  year,  but  m 
[the]  Sixty-fifth  volume  Ohio  Laws,  page  306,  passed  one  last 
year.  If  you  wish  to  borrow  my  bundle  of  Thanksgiving 
proclamations  I  will  send  them  to  you.  All  state  institutions 
have  religious  exercises,  some  of  them  chaplains  paid  under 
state  laws.  The  meetings  of  the  two  houses  of  the  General  As¬ 
sembly  are  always  opened  with  prayer  in  accordance,  some¬ 
times,  with  resolutions  (passed  unanimously  usually),  and 
sometimes  by  common  consent.  The  inaugurations  of  governors 
are  prefaced  by  religious  exercises. 

The  general  proposition  on  which  you  stand  is  undoubtedly 
sound.  Whether  your  particular  relief  can  be  granted  by  a 
court  is  perhaps  doubtful;  and  if  you  are  beaten  I  am  not  sure 
but  the  question  will  go  before  the  committee  in  a  better  form 
for  a  final  and  correct  decision  by  the  people  without  the 
intervention  of  the  courts  in  opposition  to  the  late  action  of 
the  School  Board  than  it  will  with  such  intervention.  But  if 
I  can  aid  you,  call  on  me. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

[  Unidentified .] 

Columbus,  November  23,  1869. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  20th 
as  to  a  recommendation  for  an  office  in  the  revenue  service.  I 
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am  called  upon  to  sign  so  many  recommendations  that  I  have 
acted  upon  a  rule  which  practically  destroys  in  a  great  measure 
the  value  of  the  testimonials  I  give,  viz.,  to  give  only  general 
recommendations,  and  to  give  those  to  all  who  desire  it  with  this 
qualification,  that  I  state  what  I  know  or  believe  to  be  true  in 
each  case.  In  this  matter  I  have  already  given  a  general  testi¬ 
monial  to  a  gentleman  who  applied  to  me  before  your  letter 
came  to  hand.  If  a  general  letter  of  the  sort  indicated  will  be 
of  service  to  you  I  will  be  glad  to  furnish  it.  Should  you  wish 
a  letter,  please  send  me  a  specimen  of  the  testimonials  you  are 
furnished  with. 

My  kind  regards  to  Mrs.  Pittenger. 

R.  B.  Hayes. 


Mr.  J.  H.  Pittenger, 
Tiffin,  Ohio , 


Columbus,  November  23,  1869. 

Dear  H — :  —  I  have  been  absent  or  busy  moving  these  last 
days  or  I  would  have  said  a  word  in  reply  to  yours  of  the  10th. 
I  published  the  article*  in  the  Journal.  No  reflection  was  of 
course  intended  on  you  in  particular.  The  general  practice  you 
evidently  regard  just  as  I  do,  and  I  am  sure  there  is  no  mis¬ 
understanding  on  your  part  of  my  motives.  I  regard  you  as  a 
man  whose  soundness  of  judgment  and  integrity  of  purpose  in 


♦The  article  read:  —  “An  illustration  of  the  thoughtlessness  with  which 
good  men  sign  important  petitions  occurred  at  the  governor’s  office  a  few 
days  ago.  A  petition  for  the  pardon  of  a  convict  numerously  signed  was 
presented  to  Governor  Hayes.  Among  the  signers  was  a  gentleman 
known  to  the  governor  to  be  a  man  of  integrity  and  good  sense.  The 
gentleman  was  written  to  and  asked  what  he  knew  or  could  learn  as  to 
the  merits  of  the  case.  A  few  days  afterwards  the  governor  received  a 
reply,  marked  ‘private’,  in  which  the  writer  said :  ‘I  signed  the  petition 
for  his  pardon  presented  to  me  by  his  wife.  My  tenderness  of  heart  in 
the  case  overcame  my  judgment.  As  no  good  would  be  accomplished 
by  his  pardon,  I  fully  investigated  the  case.  I  could  obtain  no  redeeming 
quality  in  the  convict  from  those  familiar  with  him.  He  is  represented 
by  all  as  a  very  dangerous  person  to  run  at  large,  and  from  reports  he  is 
a  natural  thief  and  would,  no  doubt,  continue  his  former  career  if  par¬ 
doned.’  ” 
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such  a  case  may  be  implicitly  relied  on ;  and  the  point  was  made 
clearer  to  my  mind  than  it  can  be  to  the  public. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 


John  J.  Hooker,  Esq., 
Cincinnati. 


Private. 

Columbus,  November  23,  1869. 

Dear  Governor:  —  I  thank  you  for  your  efforts  in  the  Le¬ 
roy  matter.  I  have  no  doubt  he  is  deliberately  trying  to  levy 
blackmail  on  me.  The  pretext  is  a  deposit  claimed  to  have 
been  made  by  his  son  when  a  soldier  in  my  command.  I  find 
abundant  evidence  that  the  claim  is  a  fabrication  of  Leroy. 
At  first  I  did  not  know  but  he  was  acting  in  good  faith,  and 
that  the  fraud  was  in  the  informants. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 


General  Lucius  Fairchild, 
Governor  of  Wisconsin. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  November  28,  1869.  —  On  the  17th  we  be¬ 
gan  to  move  from  our  late  residence,  51  East  State  Street,  to 
Judge  Swayne’s  residence  on  Seventh  Street,  facing,  west  and 
opposite  the  centre  of  East  State  Street.  We  are  to  pay  eight 
hundred  dollars  per  year  and  to  have  the  use  of  some  articles  of 
furniture.  It  is  a  fine,  large  house  with  ample  grounds.  The 
rent  is  cheap. 

I  was  re-elected  by  7501  majority  over  Mr.  Pendleton,  and 
shall  remain  in  office  two  years  from  next  January,  if  nothing 
occurs  to  prevent. 

December  2,  1869.  —  I  now  begin  to  collect  materials  and  set 
down  a  few  items  for  my  annual  message:  — 

1.  Fifteenth  Amendment  —  a  few  words  of  emphatic  recom¬ 
mendation  and  approval.  2.  Soldiers’  Orphans’  Hornes.  3. 
Reform,  improvement,  or  progress  in  prison  discipline.  4.  The 
Reappraisement.  5.  The  Geological  Survey.  6.  Inebriate 
Asylum.  7.  Incurable  Insane.  8.  Agricultural  fund;  college 
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to  be  located,  (See  1859,  p.  51). —  ( Mem.:  —  In  my  brief  in¬ 
augural  why  not  suggest  topics,  improvements,  or  amendments 
of  the  Constitution?) 

Take  up  the  benevolent  and  reformatory  institutions;  give 
their  condition,  number  of  inmates,  cost,  etc.,  etc.  (See  Gov¬ 
ernor  Chase’s  message  i860.) 

To  recommend  clearly  and  briefly  the  things  deemed  best 
without  argument  or  illustration. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  December  2,  1869. 

Dear  Hastings  :  —  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  30th 
ult.  It  is  of  course  flattering  and  pleasant  to  be  thought  of  in 
that  connection,  and  I  appreciate  the  value  of  the  support  sug¬ 
gested,  but  I  do  not  feel  like  scheming  to  that  end.  Perhaps 
I  may  be  ready  sometime  to  do  what  is  commonly  done,  but  so 
long  in  advance,  I  am  indisposed  to  make  figures,  or  even  to 
decide  the  question  of  giving  my  own  consent  to  a  continuance 
in  public  life.  I  feel  now-  like  quitting.  I  hope  for  your  pocket’s 
sake  that  the  business  will  be  in  your  hands. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

General  Russell  Hastings. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  December  4,  1869. 

My  dear  Sir  :  —  Yours  of  yesterday  received.  I  think  there 
will  be  small  opposition  in  the  committee  to  keeping  the  Lincoln 
out  of  sight  until  the  inauguration  of  the  complete  work.  But 
we  do  insist  upon  getting  it  here  away  from  your  tinder-box. 
I  expect  to  hear  you  have  been  burnt  out  by  next  mail,  and  shall 
continue  in  that  agreeable  state  of  mind  until  relieved  by  the 
happening  of  that  event !  It  is  only  the  special  providence  which 
watches  over  you  and  the  sparrows  which  has  saved  you  so 
long ! 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

T.  D.  Jones,  Esq., 
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Columbus,  Ohio,  December  6,  1869. 

Dear  General:  —  I  am  just  in  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
third  with  an  article  from  the  Statesman  annexed.  The  article 
had  not  attracted  my  attention,  but  of  course  I  should  not  have 
publicly  noticed  it.  There  is  not  a  word  of  truth  in  it  so  far 
as  I  am  concerned.  I  have  spent  but  two  days  in  Washington 
since  Grant’s  inauguration  —  yes,  it  was  four  or  five  days  — 
and  took  no  part  against  you  then  or  at  any  time.  No  assur¬ 
ance  was  needed  that  neither  you  nor  your  friends  are  respon¬ 
sible  for  this  sort  of  insinuation ;  but  I  am  glad  to  feel  safe  that 
such  things  can’t  sow  tares  between  us. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

General  Hickenlooper, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Private. 

Columbus,  December  7,  1869. 

Dear  Sir  :  —  I  concur  with  your  views  of  prison  discipline 
so  far  as  I  know  them.  In  my  next  message  I  wish  to  say  a 
few  words  recommending  the  creation  of  a  prison  for  young 
offenders  to  be  conducted  on  the  principles  of  your  report  of 
December,  1868,  (Twenty-fourth  Annual  Report),  and  to  call 
attention  in  a  general  way  to  the  Irish  convict  system.  The 
present  Board  of  Directors  and  the  Warden  of  the  Ohio  Peni¬ 
tentiary  are  prepared  to  take  enlightened  and  humane  action. 
But  I  do  not  anticipate  the  immediate  adoption  of  your  theory. 
My  desire  is  to  say  enough  to  open  the  subject  to  the  considera¬ 
tion  of  the  people  of  the  State.  If  you  have  issued,  or  can  refer 
me  to  any  new  publications  on  the  subject.  I  will  be  glad  to  send 
you  their  cost. 

Sincerely, 


E.  C.  Wines, 

Prison  Association  of  New  York. 


R.  B.  Hayes. 
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Columbus,  December  n,  1869. 

Dear  Sir  :  —  I  am  today  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  8th 
inst.,  expressing  the  opinion  that  Mr.  James  Leroy  is  honest 
in  making  a  claim  against  me  for  money  left  with  me  by  his 
son.  There  is  no  foundation  for  the  claims  and  to  enable  me 
to  discover  who  is  the  guilty  party  in  getting  up  the  claim,  I 
will  be  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  give  me  the  names  and  address 
of  the  parties  whose  statements  you  refer  to,  “oral  and  written,” 
which  you  have  heard  and  seen. 

Respectfully, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  D.  W.  C.  Wilson, 

Sparta,  Wisconsin. 

Columbus,  December  11,  1869. 

Dear  Sir  :  —  I  am  today  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  8th 
inst.,  inclosing  letters  from  gentlemen  of  your  acquaintance, 
showing  their  opinion  that  you  are  acting  in  good  faith  in  mak¬ 
ing  a  claim  on  me  for  money  deposited  with  me  by  your  son. 
Assuming  that  they  are  innocent,  somebody  is  guilty  of  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  impose  on  you.  There  is  no  truth  whatever  in  the 
story  about  Leroy  leaving  money  with  me.  Your  friends  can 
have  no  objection  to  giving  me  the  names  in  full  and  post- 
office  addresses  of  your  informants  that  I  may  investigate  the 
whole  matter. 

Yours,  etc., 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

James  Leroy, 

Sparta,  Wisconsin. 

Columbus,  December  19,  1869. 

Dear  Sir:  —  I  am  exceedingly  obliged  by  your  prompt  reply ■ 
to  my  letter  as  to  prison  reform  and  for  the  volumes  of  valuable 
documents  on  the  subject  which  you  forwarded.  No  sudden  or 
sweeping  reform  will  be  attempted  here.  But  we  desire  to  en¬ 
courage  the  formation  of  correct  opinions  and  hope  that  a 
gradual  but  steady  advance  may  be  made  towards  a  reformatory 
system.  The  principles  of  the  Irish  system  can  I  believe  be 
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introduced  in  practice  without  undertaking  to  copy  in  detail 
a  scheme  which  may  in  some  of  its  features  be  unsuited  to  our 
conditions. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

E.  C.  Wines. 


Columbus,  December  20,  1869. 


Dear  General  :  —  A  scoundrel  in  Wisconsin  is  trying  to 
blackmail  me.  He  claims  that  on  the  morning  of  Sheridan’s 
victory  of  Winchester,  October  19,  1864,  his  son  deposited  with 
me  from  eight  hundred  to  one  thousand  dollars,  money  lately 
received  for  pay  and  veteran  bounty.  The  boy  was  killed  in  the 
battle.  It  is  all  false,  and  I  now  desire  to  get  the  amounts  paid  to 
the  boy  between  January  1,  1864,  and  October  19,  1864.  I  will 
pay  any  clerk  you  may  set  at  the  job  of  digging  it  up  for  his 
trouble  and  be  greatly  obliged  for  a  statement  or  certificate  that  I 
can  show  if  necessary.  The  boy’s  name  was  Nelson  J.  Leroy, 
private  Company  I,  Twenty-third  Regiment  O.  V.  I. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 


General  B.  W.  Brice, 
Washington,  D.  C. 


Columbus,  December  21,  1869. 

Dear  General  :  —  I  have  your  letter  of  the  20th  and  am 
glad  to  know,  what  I  believed  before,  that  you  would  stand  by 
the  flag  notwithstanding  the  attractions  of  Montana  until  the 
crisis  of  organization  and  the  Fifteenth  Amendment  is  passed. 
I  am  advised,  I  think  authentically,  that  the  Hamilton  members 
have  settled  to  give  the  pro  tempore  Speaker  of  the  Senate 
to  the  Democrats,  Clerk  to  the  Republicans,  and  so  alternate 
through  the  offices  and  committees.  In  the  House,  Speaker, 
Republican,  Clerk,  Democrat,  etc.,  on  down.  [The  prospect 
for  the  ratification  of  the]  Fifteenth  Amendment  [is]  hopeful. 
Russell’s  vacancy  will  be  filled  in  time.  There  may  be  an  effort 
to  claim  that  no  vacancy  existed  authorizing  a  special  election, 
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Russell  not  being  a  Senator  until  admitted  and  sworn.  But 
West  says  it  is  all  bosh.  There  was  a  vacancy,  etc.,  etc. 
Congratulations  and  regards  to  Mrs.  Governor  Potts. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

General  B.  F.  Potts. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  December  23,  1869. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  I  received  your  dispatch  about  the  Chase 
portrait.  I  think  it  altogether  probable  that  Mr.  Cook  would 
like  to  do  the  graceful  thing  in  that  behalf.  But  the  main  ques¬ 
tion  which  I  now  put  is,  who  shall  bell  the  cat?  Who  shall 
name  the  matter  to  Mr.  Cook?  In  scriptural  phrase  may  I 
not  say:  “Thou  art  the  man”? 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  C.  L'Hommedieu, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio. 


Columbus,  December  29,  1869. 

Dear  Sir  :  —  I  am  asked  to  write  you  in  behalf  of  young 
Hosea,  now  in  the  State  Prison  of  your  State.  I  have  no 
knowledge  of  him  or  of  his  crime.  There  is  no  doubt  that  his 
widowed  mother  is  a  most  estimable  woman,  and  that  the 
gentlemen  who  take  an  interest  in  the  case  are  worthy  in  all 
respects.  Dr.  Wadsworth,  who  will  visit  you,  is,  I  know,  an 
upright,  conscientious,  and  truthful  gentleman.  I  bespeak  for 
him  and  his  statements  the  utmost  confidence  and  consideration. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 


General  J.  W.  Geary, 

Governor  or  Pennsylvania. 


Columbus,  December  29,  1869. 
Dear  Sir:  —  I  thank  you  for  your  kind  favor  of  the  17th 
inst.  I  will  now  give  you  a  few  of  the  facts  which  I  have  ascer¬ 
tained  bearing  upon  the  merits  of  Leroy’s  claim. 
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1.  N.  J.  Leroy  re-enlisted  as  a  veteran  January  I,  1864,  and 
was  at  Cleveland  and  at  home  on  a  veteran  furlough  in  Feb- 
uary,  1864,  and  at  the  end  of  his  furlough  borrowed  money  of 
a  comrade  to  enable  him  to  return  to  his  regiment. 

2.  After  his  return  to  his  regiment  he  was  paid  only  once 
prior  to  his  death,  and  the  amount  paid  was  $169.75. 

3.  The  rest  of  his  pay  and  bounty  due  from  the  Govern¬ 
ment  was  paid  to  his  “legal  representatives”  after  his  death, 
amounting  to  $365. 

4.  His  local  bounty  due  from  the  town  of  Youngstown  was 

paid  after  his  death  to  his  mother,  amounting  to - • 

These  facts  I  have  from  three  sources,  viz.,  the  first  from  his 
comrades  in  Cleveland;  the  second,  third,  and  fourth  from  cer¬ 
tificates  of  the  proper  officers  of  which  I  enclose  you  copies. 

I  think  you  will  now  agree  with  me  that  the  only  remaining 
question  in  this  matter  is,  whether  your  townsman,  James  Leroy, 
has  been  himself  deceived,  or  whether  he  is  guilty  of  an  attempt 
to  defraud? 


Sincerely, 

Honorable  D.  W.  C.  Wilson, 
Sparta,  Wisconsin. 


R.  B.  Hayes. 


Columbus,  December  31,  1869. 

Dear  Lawrence:  —  You  are  perfectly  right  in  your  view. 
We  must  have  a  genuine  retrenchment  and  economy.  The 
monthly  reduction  of  the  debt  is  of  far  more  consequence  than 
the  reduction  of  taxation  in  any  form.  I  hope  too  you  will 
abolish  the  franking  privilege,  and  adopt  the  general  principles 
of  Trumbull’s  bill  and  Jenckes’  bill.  It  would  please  the  people, 
and  [is]  right  and  wise.  I  will  act  on  your  suggestions. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 


Honorable  William  Lawrence, 
Washington. 


January  2,  1870.  —  We  have  enjoyed  the  holidays  better  than 
ever  before.  All  the  boys  at  home,  happy,  well-behaved,  and 
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promising;  litle  Fan  a  sunbeam;  Lucy  improved  and  appreciated. 
Our  large,  fine  house,  belonging  to  Judge  S wayne,  our  re-elec¬ 
tion,  and  many  circumstances  combine  to  make  this  a  time  of 
great  satisfaction  and  enjoyment.  My  inaugural,  I  thought  of 
at  church.  To  be  very  short;  a  sentence  or  two  of  acknowledg¬ 
ment  and  then,  as  the  Constitution  is  to  [be]  amendable  in  my 
time  —  in  my  new  term  —  suggest  for  consideration  changes  as 
to  subscription  to  railroads,  as  to  temperance,  as  to  courts,  as  to 
suffrage,  as  to  minority  representation,  as  to  local  debts  —  all 
debts. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  January  5,  1870. 

Dear  Sir:  —  My  attention  has  been  called  to  the  claim  of  the 
State  of  Ohio  against  the  United  States  for  two  per  cent  of 
the  net  proceeds  arising  from  the  sales  of  public  lands  within 
the  State  to  be  expended  by  Congress  in  constructing  roads.  It 
is  believed  that  the  State  has  a  valid  claim  and  Mr.  William  A. 
Adams  visits  Washington  to  investigate  the  facts.  I  trust  you 
will  afford  him  such  facilities  and  assistance  for  his  work  as 
you  may  deem  proper. 

Respectfully, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 


Honorable  Jacob  D.  Cox, 
Washington,  D.  C. 


Columbus,  January  6,  1870. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  In  reply  to  your  favor  of  the  4th:  I  do 
not  regard  the  organization  of  the  [Ohio]  House  as  an  indica¬ 
tion  of  any  new  difficulty.  The  House  contains  one  hundred 
and  twelve  members  as  at  present  organized.  One  Republican 
member  represents  a  county  which  Democrats  claim  is  not  en¬ 
titled  to  representation.  Mr.  Blakeslee,  of  Williams  County, 
feels  confident  that  he  can’t  be  ousted.  One  Republican  seat 
is  contested,  viz.,  Mr.  Glover,  of  Scioto.  I  am  confident  he  is 
also  safe.  The  House  therefore  stands,  and  I  think  will  stand 
to  the  end,  Republicans,  straight,  53;  Democrats,  straight,  49; 
Republican  Reformers  5;  Democratic  Reformers  5.  The  Demo- 
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cratic  Reformers  will  probably  all  vote  against  the  Fifteenth 
Amendment  making  54  negative  votes. 

We  regard  it  as  certain  beyond  contingency  that  three  Re¬ 
publican  Reformers  will  vote  for  the  Amendment  making  56 
affirmative  votes,  or  exactly  one-half  of  the  House.  The  other 
two  Republican  Reformers  we  think  will  vote  for  the  Amend¬ 
ment,  or  at  the  worst  will  refuse  to  vote  either  way.  In  either 
event  the  Amendment  is  ratified.  I  say  probably  the  Democratic 
Reformers  will  vote  no.  Many  of  our  friends  are  confident 
that  two  of  them  will  either  vote  aye  or  refuse  to  vote.  They 
and  others  in  the  Democratic  party  want  the  Amendment  rati¬ 
fied.  But  I  do  not  reckon  on  their  help. 

In  short,  I  regard  the  chances  as  good.  If  you  can  help  us 
in  any  way,  do  not  fail  to  do  it.  The  Amendment  will  probably 
not  be  ratified  in  the  Senate  until  a  week  from  today,  January 
13.  It  then  goes  to  the  House,  and  the  final  struggle  is  there. 
I  am  quite  confident  of  success. 

Sincerely, 

Honorable  O.  P.  Morton,  R.  B.  Haves. 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  January  12,  1870. 

Dear  Aunty  Davis  :  —  It  pleased  me  to  know  that  you  ap¬ 
proved  of  the  message.  It  is  a  matter  of  no  consequence  who 
wrote  it.  The  rule  as  to  public  documents  is  that  the  signature 
determines  the  authorship.  I  will  send  you  the  inaugural  also. 

You  will  like  the  enclosed  slips  written  by  Nordhoff  and  which 
he  desired  me  to  send  to  you.  I  would  like  to  keep  them  and 
will  thank  you  to  return  them.  The  ground  is  the  true  one.  We 
must  not  let  them  push  religion  out  of  the  schools,  but  we  must 
avoid  forcing  it  on  anybody.  You  may  ask,  Flow  are  the  two 
things  to  be  accomplished?  Well,  it  is  easier  to  do  the  thing 
than  to  tell  how  to  do  it. 

Regards  to  Dr.  Davis  and  the  young  people. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs.  Dr.  John  Davis,  R.  B.  Hayes. 

Cincinnati ,  Ohio. 
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Confidential. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  January  13,  1870. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  I  think  we  can  now  give  the  result  of  the 
struggle  on  the  Fifteenth  Amendment.  The  subject  is  under 
debate  in  the  Senate  and  ratification  will  carry  when  the  vote 
is  reached  —  probably  tomorrow.  In  the  House  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  twelve  members  we  reckon  certain  fifty-seven  votes, 
fifty-three  straight  Republicans  and  the  Speaker  (Mr.  Cunning¬ 
ham),  Mr.  Bates,  Mr.  Hill,  and  Mr.  Kleinschmidt,  Republican 
Reformers.  These  are  all  openly  and  decidedly  now  with  us  on 
the  main  question,  and  on  all  questions  likely  to  affect  our  strength 
on  the  main  question.  Besides,  we  have  the  best  chance  for  the 
vote  of  Mr.  Hambleton,  Republican  Reformer,  and  some  chance 
of  getting  two  or  three  Democrats  to  dodge  the  vote. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 


Honorable  O.  P.  Morton, 
Washington,  D.  C. 


Columbus,  January  15,  1870. 

My  dear  Sir  :  —  I  congratulate  you  very  heartily  on  the  re¬ 
sult  of  the  election  in  your  State.  Having  some  knowledge  by 
reputation  and  otherwise  of  General  Hamilton,  Governor  Pease, 
and  Judge  Bell,  I  felt  some  doubt  when  I  last  saw  you  as  to  the 
true  condition  of  affairs  in  Texas.  I  was  unwilling  to  think 
that  those  gentlemen  intended  to  abandon  the  Republican  Party. 
I  regret  their  course.  Your  opinions  and  conduct  have  been 
fully  vindicated  by  the  issue,  and  I  trust  your  services  will 
secure  you  the  honorable  recognition  which  I  am  told  your 
friends  propose  to  give  you. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Mr.  John  W.  Glenn, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
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Columbus,  January  20,  1870. 

Dear  Sir  :  —  I  am  collecting  in  the  Executive  Office  portraits 
of  the  governors  of  the  State.  The  portraits  of  sixteen 
are  already  on  the  walls  of  the  office.  Those  obtained  are  mainly 
the  pioneer  governors  —  Tiffin,  Meigs,  Worthington,  Morrow, 
Trimble,  McArthur,  and  others.  Some  have  been  presented  by 
relatives  and  others  bought  by  me  with  my  contingent  fund. 
I  am  desirous  to  obtain  your  portrait.  If  you  have  one  taken 
about  the  time  you  were  governor,  a  copy  of  that  would  be 
preferred.  In  some  cases  originals  have  been  sent  by  express 
and  copied  here  and  then  returned.  But,  of  course,  your  wishes 
will  control. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  Wilson  Shannon, 

Topeka,  Kansas. 

Columbus,  January  31,  1870. 

Dear  Uncle:  —  I  have  been  in  correspondence  with  Jay 
Cooke  about  his  new  town  of  Duluth  at  the  head  of  Lake  Su¬ 
perior.  It  will  be  the  great  town  of  that  region.  The  Northern 
Pacific  Railroad  will  begin  work  there  next  spring,  and  finish 
about  three  hundred  miles  as  fast  as  work  can  do  it.  A  railroad 
to  St.  Paul  will  be  completed  by  the  Fourth  of  July.  It  will  then 
be  the  lake  port  of  two-thirds  of  Minnesota.  I  want  to  put  in 
five  or  six  thousand  dollars  if  I  can  raise  it  in  the  next  sixty  or 
ninety  days.  It  will  double  by  next  fall,  and  may  do  a  great  deal 
better  than  that.  I  can  buy  on  the  most  favorable  terms  allowed 
to  anybody,  and  have  my  own  separate  property  without  mixing 
up  with  the  company.  I  don’t  want  you  to  bother  about  it  at  all, 
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but  if  you  see  where  notes  secured  by  mortgage  can  raise  the 
money,  let  me  know. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 


Columbus,  January  31,  1870. 

My  dear  Sir  :  —  The  present  incumbent  of  the  librarianship 
is  a  faithful,  painstaking  old  gentleman  with  a  family  of  invalid 
girls  dependent  on  him.  His  courtesy  and  evident  anxiety  to 
accommodate  all  who  visit  the  library  have  secured  him  the  en¬ 
dorsement  of  almost  all  who  are  in  the  habit  of  using  the  books ; 
and  under  the  circumstances  I  cannot  remove  him.  Old  asso¬ 
ciations,  your  fitness,  and  claims  draw  me  the  other  way;  but 
you  see,  etc.,  etc. 

Very  sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 


Dr.  George  R.  Morton, 
North  Bass,  Ohio. 


Columbus,  January  31,  1870. 

Dear  Sir  :  —  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  29th  enclos¬ 
ing  a  memorial  from  the  Historical  Society  of  Ohio  in  relation 
to  the  purchase  by  the  State  of  the  St.  Clair  papers.  I  will 
transmit  the  memorial  to  the  Legislature  with  a  favorable  rec¬ 
ommendation.  There  is  a  fair  prospect  of  the  success  of  the 
measure. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 


P.  S.  —  Personal  communications  to  each  of  your  senators  and 
members  of  the  House  will  be  of  service. 


Mr.  Julius  Dexter, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  January  31,  1870. 
My  dear  Sir:  —  Having  secured  portraits  of  almost  all  of  the 
early  governors,  I  began  a  few  weeks  ago  a  correspondence 
with  a  view  to  obtaining  the  portraits  of  those  who  are  now 
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living.  I  found  there  would  be  no  trouble  in  getting  yours.  Mr. 
L’Hommedieu  undertook  it,  and  with  your  friends  Jay  Cooke, 
Carson,  Yeatman,  Hoadly,  and  Spooner,  proposed  to  present  the 
State  as  fine  a  one  as  they  could  get.  Last  Friday  I  received 
by  express  from  Chicago  a  capital  picture,  three-fourths  length 
—  the  work  of  W.  Cogswell,  —  which  is  perfectly  satisfactory 
to  all  of  your  friends  who  have  seen  it.  It  is  given  to  the  State 
by  Jay  Cooke,  and  is  the  finest  of  the  seventeen  portraits  in  the 
office. 

I  write  this  note  with  a  double  object:  First,  to  let  you  know 
what  your  friends  intended  to  do,  and  what  one  of  them  has 
done;  second,  to  learn  from  you  where  the  original  picture  was 
taken  —  assuming  this  to  be  a  copy  —  and  by  whom. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 


Honorable  S.  P.  Chase, 

Chief  Justice,  Washington. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  February  3,  1870. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  Your  favor  of  the  31st  ult.  came  duly  to 
hand.  I  have  no  information  as  to  the  chances  of  an  Insurance 
Act  beyond  what  the  general  public  possesses.  If  the  appoint¬ 
ment  you  refer  to  is  to  be  made  by  me  the  considerations  you 
suggest  will  have,  as  you  suppose,  due  weight.  When  such 
qualifications  are  found,  I  need  hardly  say,  it  will  be  no 
objection  if  the  person  having  them  is  also  a  personal  friend.  Of 
course,  it  would  be  premature  to  venture  on  a  committal  until 
all  sides  are  heard. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Mr.  A.  M.  Searle, 

Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  February  4,  1870. 

My  dear  Sir  :  —  The  Soldiers’  Orphans’  Bill  has  been  under 
consideration  one  day  in  the  Senate.  No  serious  opposition  has 
been  developed  and  decided  support  was  given  in  quarters  not 
heretofore  relied  on.  I  entertain  no  doubt  of  its  passage  within 
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a  week  or  ten  days  through  the  Senate,  and  in  the  House  its 
passage  is  only  a  question  of  time.  I  anticipate  the  necessity  of 
naming  a  board  about  the  last  of  this  month. 

Your  views  of  General  Keifer  and  General  Barnett  are  also 
mine.  I  think  I  gave  you  my  notions  also  of  Generals  Buckland 
and  Coates.  Think  over  the  good  loyal  Democrats  for  one 
name.  A  well  known  party  man,  loyal  during  the  war  but  in  the 
Democratic  party,  if  he  can  be  found,  is  preferred  if  friendly 
to  the  institution. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

[Unidentified.] 

Columbus,  Ohio,  February  4,  1870. 

Dear  Judge:  —  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  yesterday 
in  relation  to  the  appointment  of  members  of  the  board  of 
trustees  of  the  Ohio  Medical  College.  Unless  there  is  some  rea¬ 
son  for  delay,  the  nominations  to  fill  vacancies  occurring  January 
1,  1871,  should  be  sent  to  the  Senate  at  the  present  session.  In 
the  absence  of  reason  for  a  change,  the  present  members  should 
be  reappointed,  and  the  vacancy  filled  by  a  person  those  actively 
interested  in  the  institution  will  name,  or  at  least  approve.  I 
take  it  all  this  is  what  you  wish.  If  you  have  other  views  as  to 
any  member,  I  will  thank  you  to  let  me  know.  You  need  have 
no  hesitation  on  account  of  your  own  name  being  in  the  list. 
You  will  be  reappointed  in  any  event,  so  that  the  only  open 
question  is  as  to  your  associates.  I  agree  fully  with  your  views 
about  Drs.  Wright  and  Dodge,  and  Messrs.  Ball  and  Dutton. 

Your  address  is  good  reading.  The  short  paragraph  about  the 
waste  of  talent  and  genius  in  politics  is  of  more  account  than 
perhaps  you  thought.  Why  not  make  it  the  theme  of  an  address? 
The  idea  is  often  seen  in  sermons  or  the  talk  of  non-politicians, 
but  with  your  knowledge  of  the  inside  of  politics,  and  with  your 
ability  justly  to  estimate  a  politician’s  value,  you  could  make 
much  of  it. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  William  Dickson, 

Cincinnati ,  Ohio. 
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Columbus,  Ohio,  February  5,  1870. 

My  dear  Sir  :  —  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  4th  as  to 
the  St.  Clair  papers.  I  hope  there  is  a  fair  prospect  of  the 
passage  of  an  act  authorizing  their  purchase,  but  I  am  not  san¬ 
guine.  Of  course,  nobody  would  think  of  the  State  buying  them 
for  the  Cincinnati  or  any  other  local  society.  If  bought  they  will 
be  deposited  in  the  State  Library.  I  agree  with  you  that  your 
title  by  discovery,  if  they  are  to  be  given  away,  would  give  you  a 
claim  to  be  considered. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

A.  T.  Goodman,  Esq., 

Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Columbus,  February  5,  1870. 

Dear  Sir:  —  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  3d  in  re¬ 
lation  [to]  codifying  the  laws  of  Ohio.  It  is  undoubtedly  a 
great  inconvenience  and  a  serious  evil  that  our  laws  are  so 
voluminous.  I  quite  agree  with  you  that  a  revision  as  often  as 
once  in  ten  years  is  necessary.  But  I  fear  we  shall  never  see 
our  statutes  again  in  a  single  volume  of  proper  size  for  common 
use.  If  we  can  have  them  in  two  or  three  volumes  with  one 
index,  it  perhaps  is  doing  as  much  as  can  be  expected. 

Very  respectfully, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Jesse  Hawley,  Esq., 

Salem,  Ohio. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  February  16,  1870. 

Dear  Lee:  —  Your  note  came  during  my  absence  north.  A 
note  to  Delano  from  me,  if  my  friends  at  Cincinnati  are  well 
informed,  would  do  you  more  harm  than  good.  But  I  send  you 
a  note,  not  addressed,  in  general  but  strong  terms.  I  do  not 
feel  like  interfering  with  Colonel  Powell,  and  do  not  wish  the 
note  used  to  procure  his  removal.  But  I  doubt  the  wisdom  of 
your  using  it  at  all  with  Mr.  Delano. 

Sincerely, 

Captain  A.  E.  Lee,  R.  B.  Hayes. 

Delan’are,  Ohio. 
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Columbus,  Ohio,  February  16,  1870. 

Captain  A.  E.  Lee,  of  Delaware,  Ohio,  is  a  gentleman  whose 
ability,  integrity,  and  business  experience  fit  him  to  fill  with 
acceptance  and  creditably  to  the  Administration  any  revenue 
office  he  is  likely  to  desire.  He  has  a  capital  record  as  a  soldier, 
is  a  Republican  whose  soundness  and  effective  work  are  beyond 
commendation.  No  worthier  appointment  could  be  made. 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Cincinnati,  February  20,  1870. 

Dear  Uncle:  —  I  came  here  to  meet  the  Kentucky  Legislature 
and  spoke  to  them  from  the  same  platform  with  Mr.  Pendleton. 
All  satisfactory. 

Just  before  coming  Jay  Cooke  advised  me  to  take  my  choice 
immediately  of  certain  Duluth  property  which  he  could  get  me. 
I  dispatched  him  that  I  would  take  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
for  eight  thousand  dollars.  I  know  nothing  of  terms  of  payment, 
but  am  satisfied  that  it  is  a  great  bargain.  No  doubt  the  terms 
of  payment  can  be  complied  with  somehow.  It  is  one  and  one- 
fourth  miles  from  the  dock  and  depot  and  next  to  the  town 
property. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 

Columbus,  February  22,  1870. 

Dear  Sir:  —  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  “History  of  the  Guilford 
Branch  of  the  Dickeman  Family,”  and  am  greatly  obliged  to 
you  for  it.  My  father  came  to  Ohio  in  1817,  thus  separating 
from  all  his  New  England  relatives,  and  died  before  my  birth, 
so  that  I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  to  learn  much  of  his 
family.  A  Hayes  record  was  published  by  George  W.  Noyes, 
of  the  Oneida  Community  in  the  State  of  New  York,  but  the 
fullest  account  of  my  grandmother’s  family  I  have  ever  seen  is 
in  your  pamphlet.  There  is  an  impression  in  the  family  that 
Grandmother  Chloe  Smith  Hayes  was  a  very  superior  woman  — 
possessing  real  genius.  The  Mead  family,  all  having  talent  as 
artists,  trace  this  quality  to  grandmother.  The  most  distinguished 
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member  of  the  family  is  Larkin  G.  Mead,  a  sculptor  of  wide 
reputation.  You  may  have  heard  of  him  as  the  boy  who  made 
the  snow  statue  in  Brattleboro  twelve  or  fifteen  years  ago.  He 
is  the  sculptor  and  architect  of  the  great  Lincoln  Monument  at 
Springfield,  Illinois,  and  his  studio  in  Florence  probably  receives 
as  many  orders  as  that  of  any  artist. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

[Unidentified.] 


Columbus,  March  i,  1870. 

Dear  Uncle:  —  I  handed  your  note  to  John  Deshler  this 
morning  with  your  old  question,  “Can  you  read  fine  hand?”  He 
said,  “Oh  yes,  I  can  read  this,  and  I  shall  be  very  happy  to  do  it 
both  for  your  sake  and  Mr.  Birchard’s.  My  father  always  said 
Sardis  Birchard  is  one  of  my  best  friends  and  one  of  the  best 
men  in  Ohio.  I  always  told  him  he  would  get  married  if  it  wasn’t 
for  that  fine  breastpin.”  So  that  matter  is  settled. 

All  well.  Nothing  new. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  March  1,  1870. 

My  dear  Sir  :  —  I  think  as  you  do  on  the  librarian  question, 
and  unless  something  not  anticipated  turns  up  before  the  appoint¬ 
ment  is  made,  my  action  will  be  as  you  advise.  I  also  agree  with 
you  perfectly  on  the  spoils  doctrine.  This  you  would  know  if  you 
had  read  my  last  inaugural.  I  am  glad  you  do  not  bore  yourself 
with  such  reading  generally,  but  you  are  in  for  it  now,  as  I  shall 
send  you  a  copy.  I  too  mean  to  be  out  of  politics.  The  ratifica¬ 
tion  of  the  Fifteenth  Amendment  gives  me  the  boon  of  equality 
before  the  law,  terminates  my  enlistment,  and  discharges  me 
cured. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 


Honorable  J.  Irving  Brooks, 
Salem ,  Ohio. 
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March  6,  1870.  —  I  have  borrowed  of  Uncle,  and  on  his  name, 
of  John  G.  Deshler  eight  thousand  dollars  and  invested  it  in 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  one  and  one-fourth  miles 
from  the  dock  at  Duluth,  Minnesota.  I  expect  Duluth  to  grow 
rapidly  and  that  this  property  will  increase  in  value  about  one 
hundred  per  cent  for  the  next  three  or  five  years.  The  cash 
and  deeds  pass  this  week.  General  George  B.  Sargent,  care  J. 
Cooke  and  Co.,  New  York,  is  my  correspondent’s  address. 

I  have  been  digging  into  Savage  and  other  books  on  genealogy 
during  the  last  week.  I  trace  my  lineage  up  almost  to  the  May¬ 
flower  but  not  yet  into  it.  I  have  only  run  back  on  the  line  of 
my  father’s  side  of  the  house,  and  the  important  family  of  the 
Smiths  is  left  out!!  Almost  one-half  of  the  stock!  To  be 
exact,  it  leaves  out  exactly  one-fourth  of  the  stock,  as  I  find  nearly 
one-half  of  the  Smiths.  Now,  the  new  idea  I  get  by  this  study  is, 
how  futile  it  is  to  trace  one’s  descent  from  a  distinguished  name 
in  the  past.  Two  hundred  and  thirty  or  forty  years  ago  my 
ancestors  were  from  thirty  to  a  hundred  different  persons.  The 
Hayes  or  the  Rutherford  of  1625  was  only  one  out  of  forty  or 
more  who  are  equally  my  ancestors.  What  does  it  signify  that 
John  Russell  was  able  and  pious  in  1640?  I  am  but  one  part 
in  forty  to  sixty  of  his  blood.  We  attach  more  importance  to  the 
deeds  of  ancestors  of  our  own  names.  But  this  is  a  mere  figment 
of  the  imagination.  I  am  just  as  much  a  Trowbridge,  referring 
now  to  the  Thomas  Trowbridge  who  founded  the  family  in  New 
Haven  in  1640,  as  any  of  those  now  living  there  who  bear  his 
name.  The  blood,  the  physical,  mental,  or  moral  qualities  which 
distinguished  an  early  “father,”  do  not  follow  the  name;  do  not 
accompany  it. 

I  have  always  thought  of  myself  as  Scotch,  but  of  the  fathers 
of  my  family  who  came  to  America  about  thirty  were  English 
and  two  only,  Hayes  and  Rutherford,  were  of  Scotch  descent. 
This,  on  my  father’s  side.  On  my  mother’s  side,  the  whole 
thirty-two  were  probably  all  of  other  peoples  beside  the  Scotch. 
Again,  I  have  been  proud  of  my  descent  (not  very  of  course, 
only  a  trifle  so,)  from  the  famous  Rutherfords;  but  it  is  plain 
that  the  brains,  energy,  and  character  possessed  by  my  grand¬ 
father’s  children  and  grandchildren  —  by  the  children  and  grand- 
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children  of  Rutherford  Hayes  — are  mainly  derived  from  our 
plain  ancestor,  whom  [who]  Uncle  Sardis  says  was  the  homeliest 
woman  he  ever  saw  (  !),  Grandmother  Chloe  Smith. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  March  n,  1870. 

My  dear  Boy: — You  ask  me  about  the  college  at  Hudson 
[Western  Reserve].  It  has  a  good  history  —  has  turned  out 
many  able  and  successful  men.  I  hope  it  will  grow  into  a  great 
institution.  I  have  no  doubt  you  can  get  there  all  that  is  essential 
which  any  college  can  give.  You  will  hear  no  objection  from  me 
if  it  is  finally  thought  best  by  you  and  Uncle  to  go  to  that  college. 
But  I  prefer  you  would  not  finally  decide  about  it  until  I  have 
a  talk  with  both  of  you.  You  can,  if  you  wish,  go  on  and  study 
as  if  that  would  be  your  college.  In  a  few  weeks  I  will  see 
you  and  Uncle  and  consider  all  sides.  The  main  thing  is  the 
student  — his  industry,  his  habits,  character,  and  talents.  The 
college  affords  him  merely  the  tools. 

Affectionately, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Birchard  Hayes. 

Columbus,  March  12,  1870. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  My  wife  is  a  granddaughter  of  Isaac  Cook, 
son  of  Colonel  Isaac  Cook  of  Wallingford,  Connecticut.  I  have 
just  learned  that  James  Carrington  married  a  sister  of  Colonel 
Cook,  and  that  he  (Carrington)  compiled  a  pedigree  of  the 
Cooks  which  passed  into  the  hands  of  his  son,  James  Carring¬ 
ton,  formerly  of  Astoria,  Long  Island.  I  write  to  ascertain 
if  you  have  any  information  of  that  pedigree,  or  of  the  names 
or  residences  of  the  earlier  Cooks.  I  will  be  particularly  obliged 
if  you  can  set  me  on  the  right  track. 

Sincerely, 

R:  B.  Hayes. 

General  H.  B.  Carrington. 

Columbus,  March  17,  1870. 

My  dear  General  :  —  I  enclose  you  a  letter  and  newspaper 
slip  just  received  from  Rogers  which  will  enlighten  you  on 
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Duluth  prospects.  Please  return  them.  I  am  particularly 
anxious  to  have  Rogers  interested  in  this  property,  as  he  is  the 
discoverer.  Can  you  give  him  a  third  interest  in  your  lots, 
he  to  pay  his  share  and  interest  at  next  payment  ?  I  propose  to 
get  a  joint  interest  with  him  on  some  such  terms.  He  can  be 
very  useful  in  protecting  us  from  loss  by  sales,  etc.,  etc.,  at 
proper  times. 


Sincerely, 


General  M.  F.  Force, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio. 


R.  B.  Hayes. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  March  20,  1870. 

Dear  Uncle: —  ...  I  am  rather  busy  now.  The  ap¬ 
pointment  of  Agricultural  College  Trustees  excites  some  interest. 
I  think  I  shall  get  a  good  board.  In  your  district  I  must  appoint 
a  Democrat,  and  have  pretty  much  determined  to  appoint  War¬ 
ren  P.  Nobles,  of  Seneca.  I  have  offered  Pendleton  a  place, 
and  if  he  accepts  will  give  the  other  to  A.  P.  Perry. 

I  am  rather  gratified  by  the  turn  things  are  taking.  I  regard 
the  Orphans’  Bill  as  safe  in  some  form. 


Sincerely, 


S.  Birchard. 

Private  and  Confidential. 


R.  B.  Hayes. 


Columbus,  March  29,  1870. 

Dear  Hollister  :  —  I  am  in  receipt  of  yours  of  the  28th.  I 
like  General  B —  ever  so  much  and  have  expected,  and  still 
expect,  to  reappoint  him.  But  why  does  he  not  act  —  investigate 

—  publish  the  result,  etc.,  etc.?  All  sorts  of  ill  rumors  are  afloat 

—  intemperance,  etc.,  etc.  The  trustees  are  bound  to  do  or  sav 
something.  Silence  longer  is  confession.  What  does  B —  think 
and  say?  What  will  he  do? 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

P.  S.  —  Return  this  letter  to  me  with  your  reply.  —  H. 
Honorable  George  B.  Hollister. 
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April  4,  1870.  —  Went  to  Cincinnati  to  the  election.  The 
colored  people  vote  for  the  first  time  under  the  Fifteenth  Amend¬ 
ment.  They  are  very  happy  and  the  people  generally  approve. 
They  vote  Republican  almost  solid. 

Joe  Root  and  Judge  Tilden  both  say  that  after  Governor 
Vance  supported  the  nomination  of  General  Taylor  in  the 
Whig  National  Convention,  1848,  Clay  sent  Vance  a  bill  for 
a  calf  presented  to  Vance  some  years  before!  Vance  paid  it 
and  took  a  receipt. 


Columbus,  April  5,  1870. 

Dear  Nordhoff:  —  I  have  your  letter  of  first  instant.  It  is 
impossible  now  to  say  whether  f  can  meet  you  in  W ashington  or 
not.  I  shall  be  glad  to  do  so  if  I  can. 

I  read  the  near  future  this  way :  The  two  old  parties  will 
be  the  parties  until  after  the  next  Presidential  election.  What¬ 
ever  shortcomings  belong  to  the  record  of  the  Republican  party, 
it  is  greatly  to  be  preferred  at  the  next  election  to  any  party  led 
and  ruled,  as  the  Democratic  party  is,  by  New  York  City 
plunderers.  All  sorts  of  reforms  are  desirable  in  our  tax  and 
revenue  laws.  A  Republican  will  prefer  to  fight  for  them  in¬ 
side  of  the  Republican  party.  I  therefore  would  advise  against 
attempting  to  organize  a  new  party.  In  tariff  issues  I  would 
seek  to  gain  my  ends  in  congressional  districts. 

Our  elections  in  Cincinnati  and  elsewhere  are  good  indorse¬ 
ments  of  the  Fifteenth  Amendment. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Charles  Nordhoff. 

Private. 

Columbus,  April  6,  1870. 

Dear  General  :  —  I  was  so  engrossed  in  affairs  connected 
with  our  Legislature  when  I  received  the  papers  you  sent  me 
relative  to  the  case  of  Fitz-John  Porter  that  I  am  in  doubt 
whether  I  wrote  to  you  about  that  affair  or  not.  I  find  no  copy 
of  a  letter  to  you  in  my  letter-book,  and  suppose  it  merely  ran 
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through  my  head.  But  at  the  risk  of  duplicating  what  is  of  no 
importance,  I  write  to  thank  you  for  the  papers  and  heartily  to 
congratulate  you  on  the  posture  of  this  matter. 

If  Porter  had  kept  silent  there  was  danger  that  the  received 
notion  of  your  masterly  campaign  would  be  that  you  attempted 
to  take  Richmond;  that  you  were  furnished  with  what  you 
deemed  sufficient  force  to  do  it ;  that  with  high-sounding  procla¬ 
mations  you  entered  upon  the  job,  and  by  incapacity  failed. 
This  is  putting  it  perhaps  rather  strongly,  but  there  was  danger 
that  this  would  be  the  commonly  received  opinion  of  your  cam¬ 
paign.  Now  Porter  comes  in  [and]  demands  a  rehearing,  the 
whole  matter,  with  the  new  light  now  shed  upon  it,  is  spread 
before  the  public  and  is  made  an  interesting  topic  of  discussion 
for  some  months ;  and  the  truth  is  made  clear  and  unquestionable, 
vindicating  your  whole  conduct  and  character  in  a  way  that  is 
exceedingly  gratifying  to  all  of  your  friends.  It  is  good  —  very 
good. 

I  did  think  of  writing  to  General  Grant  on  the  subject,  but  I 
suppose  it  is  not  necessary  now.  I  know  nothing  that  would  be 
legal  testimony  in  the  case  except  what  is  known  by  everybody, 
but  in  the  subordinate  position  I  held  at  Alexandria  and  Upton’s 
Hill  on  those  dreadful  August  days,  I  saw  and  heard  things 
which  settle  my  own  opinions  against  Porter  and  his  confederates 
in  the  most  decided  way.  But  I  am  boring  you.  Please  send  me 
another  copy  of  the  papers. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Major-General  John  Pope. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  April  6,  1870. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  2nd,  and 
shall  be  glad  to  meet  you  on  the  19th  if  my  engagements  will 
permit  me  to  do  so.  I  agree  with  your  views,  generally,  as  I 
find  them  in  your  reports.  They  are  winning  their  way.  I 
judge  that  Winans  will  be  sustained  in  this  district,  Stevenson 
in  his,  and  so  on.  I  wrote  Nordhoff  that  I  wanted  no  new  party 
and  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  organizing  a  new  one. 
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It  is  probable  that  I  can’t  be  in  Washington  so  soon  as  the 
19th  but  I  shall  hope  to  see  you  there  in  May. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 


David  A.  Wells, 

Washington ,  D.  C. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  April  6,  1870. 

Dear  Rogers:  —  1  have  your  letter  from  Duluth.  It  looks 
well.  That  “bluff”  that  I  am  back  of,  I  didn’t  know  about  it. 
How  high,  steep,  etc.,  is  it?  How  much  of  an  obstacle  to  town 
growth?  My  friend  Dr.  Davis  can  pay  down  one  thousand  to 
fifteen  hundred  dollars  on  lots,  with  you  or  otherwise.  1  am 
not  asked  for  cash  on  your  one-third  yet.  It  can  be  arranged 
somehow  as  you  wish.  Bring  maps,  etc.,  etc.  Why  not  settle 
in  Duluth  and  go  into  the  real  estate  agency  ? 

[The]  Fifteenth  Amendment  well  sustained  all  over  Ohio. 
Negroes  behaved  well;  the  Democrats  unexpectedly  well. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 


William  K.  Rogers, 

St.  Paul. 


Columbus,  April  6,  1870. 

My  dear  Sir:  — In  reply  to  a  letter  from  Mr.  Jones  I  send 
you  that  part  of  one  of  my  campaign  speeches  in  1867  which 
contains  Judge  Thurman’s  famous  resolution  of  1866  (?).  That 
part  of  my  speech  was  not  denied.  His  position  on  the  Green¬ 
back  issue  was  not  defined  until  six  weeks  after  the  campaign 
began.  I  still  think  he  at  first  opposed  the  Pendleton  plan  and 
I  banked  (?)  on  his  differing  from  the  party  until  he  was 
forced  to  give  his  adhesion  to  it  at  Marietta,  September  1867. 
But  he  did  it  cautiously  and  in  a  few  words.  His  first  full 
speech  on  that  question  was  early  in  1868  in  the  canvass  in  the 
Eighth  Congressional  District  to  fill  a  vacancy  caused  by  the 
death  of  Mr.  Hamilton.  I  send  you  that  speech  as  reported  in 
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the  Commercial.  It  is  in  substance  what  he  said  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  canvass  of  1867. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  O.  P.  Morton, 

Washington. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  April  7,  1870. 

Dear  Uncle: —  .  .  .  Rogers  writes  me  very  encouraging 

accounts  of  Duluth.  He  is  now  there.  Building  has  gone  on 
all  winter  and  the  place  looks  like  the  beginning  of  a  great  city. 
There  are  many  hundreds  of  mechanics  and  laborers  at  work 
on  the  breakwater,  the  elevators,  the  railroads,  and  private  build¬ 
ings.  On  the  main  streets  the  lots  sell  for  one  hundred  dollars 
per  foot  and  are  advancing  so  that  he  thinks  they  will 
reach  three  hundred  dollars  before  the  summer  is  out.  —  All 
well. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  April  9,  1870. 

Dear  General:  —  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  8th, 
and  thank  you  for  the  documents  inclosed.  I  return  you  General 
McDowell’s  paper.  It  is  “short,  sharp,  and  decisive.”  One 
thing,  I  think  I  omitted  to  mention :  The  universal  sentiment 
I  hear  among  those  whose  judgment  you  would  regard,  that 
your  silence  under  the  great  wrong  until  the  war  closed  was  ad¬ 
mirable  and  noble. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

General  John  Pope, 

Detroit,  Michigan. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  April  9,  1870. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  I  fear  that  the  “docs”  I  sent  yesterday  may 
leave  the  impression  that  Judge  Thurman  was  the  author  of  the 
famous  Fifth  Resolution,  or  chairman  of  the  committee  which 
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reported  it.  He  was  neither.  He  licked  it  into  its  present  shape 
and  by  his  speech  put  it  through.  I  send  you  extracts  from  the 
Democratic  state  organ,  the  Statesman,  of  the  day  after  the 
convention,  which  show  the  speech  and  the  transaction  as  the 
Democracy  then  considered  it.  In  our  canvass  his  reply  was 
that  Chase,  Wade,  Greeley  and  others  were  at  that  time  equally 
opposed  to  coercion.  He  also  twisted  an  old  speech  of  Lincoln’s 
into  the  same  heresy. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  O.  P.  Morton, 

Washington. 


April  ii,  1870.  —  The  Cincinnati  Gazette  criticizes  the  com¬ 
mutation  of  the  sentence  of  Steinmitz,  for  the  murder  of  Heck 
at  Toledo,  from  death  to  imprisonment  for  life.  I  felt  it  was 
the  most  doubtful  of  any  official  act  of  importance  which  I  have 
done.  The  court  decided  the  case  finally  only  a  few  days  before 
the  day  of  execution.  When  the  application  reached  me  I  had 
but  two  or  three  days  to  consider  it.  It  was  shown  to  me  that 
the  convict  had  borne  the  character  of  a  peaceful,  industrious, 
quiet  man ;  that  he  had  been  on  a  debauch,  a  spree,  for  a  day  or 
two;  was  wild  and  foolish  and  incapable  of  deliberate  and  pre¬ 
meditated  malice ;  that  the  people  generally  wished  his  sentence 
commuted.  The  member  of  the  House,  Mr.  Griffith,  the  member 
of  last  year,  Mr.  St.  Clair,  General  Norton,  Mr.  Collier,  and 
others  assured  me  in  person  that  it  was  the  almost  universal 
feeling  that  the  man  ought  not  to  be  executed.  Mr.  McLaren 
urged  me  on  general  principles  to  commute ;  and,  giving  the  ac¬ 
cused  the  benefit  of  the  doubt  I  felt  as  to  my  duty,  I  yielded  — 
perhaps  improperly.  I  must  not  allow  myself  to  decide  another 
case  on  such  short  notice;  not  talk  to  parties  urging  mercy; 
simply  hear  them  and  reserve  my  decision. 

There  were  petitions  from  many  good  men,  and  nothing  of 
importance  of  that  sort  against  it.  Mr.  Griffith  said  there  were 
on  the  jury  two  or  three  old  men  who  were  opposed  to  con¬ 
viction,  but  who  finally  yielded  under  the  compulsion  of  weari¬ 
ness,  weakness,  and  sickness. 
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I  have  commuted  three  or  four  sentences  of  death  and  have 
refused  to  interfere  in  four  cases.  The  four  cases  were  of  two 
classes: — i.  Convicts  whose  previous  characters  was  [were] 
desperately  bad.  2.  The  homicides  were  perpetrated  in  the 
commission  of  robbery. 

The  comutations  were  on  the  ground  of  youth  and  doubt 
as  to  the  deliberation  and  premeditation  of  the  act.  A  commu¬ 
tation  is  of  course  not  a  pardon.  A  short  imprisonment  after 
a  commutation  's  not  probable.  Many  men  have  served  out  their 
life  sentences  by  dying  in  prison.  Many  are  there  who  have 
been  there  a  great  while  —  from  ten  to  thirty-five  years. 


Columbus,  April  12,  1870. 

Dear  General  :  —  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  9th 
in  relation  to  my  neglect  of  your  part  of  the  State  in  making  the 
appointments  for  the  escort  of  the  remains  of  General  Thomas. 
I  am  glad  you  wrote  it,  as  it  gives  me  an  opportunity  to  remove 
an  impression  which  it  is  altogether  natural  you  should  have. 
As  you  see  the  facts,  your  feelings  are  natural  and  the  complaint 
just.  But  I  trust  to  your  candid  judgment  to  relieve  me  wholly 
from  blame.  The  authority  to  appoint  seven  committeemen  was 
given  about  ten  or  eleven  o’clock  A.  M.  of  the  day  before  Gen¬ 
eral  Thomas’  remains  were  to  reach  Toledo  at  6  A.  M.  There 
was,  therefore,  no  time  for  anyone  to  join  the  escort  who  was 
southeast  of  Columbus.  For  this  reason,  and  this  reason  alone, 
no  one  was  dispatched  who  resided  south  or  east  of  here.  I 
assure  you  there  was  neither  oversight  nor  slight  of  the  claims 
of  your  section,  and  am  -  confident  that  on  reflection  you  will 
so  see  it. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

[ Unidentified .] 

Columbus,  April  13,  1870. 

My  dear  Sir  :  —  I  am  engaged  in  the  work  of  making  up  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Soldiers’  Orphans’  Homes.  Under 
any  circumstances  it  would  be  difficult  to  do  this  satisfactorily. 
It  is  made  more  embarrassing  by  the  shape  given  to  the  law.  I 
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write  to  assure  you  tLit  the  omission  of  your  name  from  the 
list  is  due  to  no  question  as  to  your  services  or  conduct  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  Home  of  Xenia.  On  the  contrary,  your  effi¬ 
ciency,  generosity,  and  heartiness  in  that  work  command  my  ad¬ 
miration  and  entitle  you  to  the  gratitude  of  every  friend  of  the 
soldier  and  his  orphans.  I  trust  you  will  appreciate  my  motives 
and  believe  me  that  I  am 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 


Major  M.  S.  Gunckel, 

Dayton,  Ohio. 

Columbus,  April  13,  1870. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  Your  generous  and  efficient  labors  in  behalf 
of  the  Orphans’  Home  at  Xenia  entitle  you  to  a  few  words  from 
me.  In  the  shape  in  which  the  law  finally  passed  I  am  con¬ 
strained  to  make  up  the  list  of  the  state  board  without  your 
name.  I  need  not  refer  to  this  further  than  to  say  that  I  fully 
appreciate  your  services  and  character  and  regret  the  condition 
of  things  which  seems  to  require  this  course.  If  Xenia  had 
remained  the  first  State  Home  I  should  have  named  you  as  the 
resident  trustee. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Mr.  Eli  Miller, 

Xenia 1,  Ohio. 


Columbus,  April  17,  1870. 

Gentlemen:  —  I  need  hardly  say  that  the  information  con¬ 
tained  in  your  dispatch  received  last  night  in  relation  to  Colonel 
Burns’  opposition  to  the  Home  for  Soldiers’  Orphans  took  me 
completely  [by]  surprise.  You  will  readily  accept  my  assurance 
that  I  would  not  knowingly  appoint  an  enemy  of  the  cause.  The 
explanation  of  my  action  is  briefly  this :  It  was  generally  agreed 
among  the  friends  of  the  Home  that  it  was  desirable  that  the 
Democrats  should  have  a  representation  on  the  Board  of  Man¬ 
agers.  The  name  of  Colonel  Burns  was  suggested  by  a  number 
of  friends  of  the  measure,  and  for  two  or  three  weeks  I  have 
been  in  the  habit  of  naming  him  as  a  probable  nominee  for  the 
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board  to  all  who  conferred  with  me  on  the  subject.  Without 
exception  the  expression  was  favorable;  in  effect,  that  if  a 
Democrat  was  to  be  selected,  no  man  could  be  better.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  in  his  action  he  will  prove  to  be  worthy  of  the  trust. 
If  not,  it  is  a  satisfaction  to  know  that  there  are  six  men  on  the 
board  whose  ability  and  disposition  to  do  good  work  are  beyond 
all  question. 

Your  dispatch  reached  me  after  the  Senate  was  in  secret  ses¬ 
sion,  and  I  had  no  opportunity  to  change  the  nomination  until 
after  its  confirmation  made  it  too  late.  But  I  did  the  next  best 
thing  —  to  make  known  your  views.  I  sent  the  dispatch  by  a 
senator  to  our  political  friends  in  the  Senate,  and  their  action 
was  with  a  full  knowledge  of  your  statements.  I  regret  exceed¬ 
ingly  to  disappoint  you,  and  here  leave  it,  hoping  you  will  dis¬ 
cover  no  intentional  fault  in  what  has  been  done. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

H.  C.  Hedges,  Esq., 

R.  C.  Smith,  and  others. 


April  iy,  1870.  —  The  Legislature  adjourned  yesterday.  On 
the  whole,  its  work  has  been  well  done.  A  longer  session  than 
was  required,  longer  than  I  had  hoped,  but  so  much  shorter  than 
the  last  two  sessions  that  the  people  will  be  pleased. 

The  most  remarkable  event  of  the  session  was  the  attempt 
of  the  Democratic  senators  Saturday  night  to  defeat  the  organ¬ 
ization  of  a  Soldiers’  Orphans’  Home  under  the  act  lately  passed 
for  that  purpose.  Seven  gentlemen  were  nominated  to  con¬ 
stitute  the  Board  of  Managers.  The  Senate  was  a  tie,  seventeen 
to  seventeen,  between  the  parties.  The  hour  of  adjournment 
was  fixed,  and  if  they  could  prevent  confirmation  a  few  hours  the 
Orphans’  Home  was  defeated  for  this  year.  No  objection  could 
be  made  to  the  competency  and  fitness  of  the  gentlemen  nomi¬ 
nated.  The  objections  were:  r.  They  were  all  soldiers;  2.  Too 
many  of  them  belonged  to  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic ; 
3.  There  were  not  enough  Democrats  on  the  board.  Accord¬ 
ingly,  when  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Gotch  gave  the  friends  of  [the] 
Orphans’  Home  one  majority,  they  resolved  to  prevent  its 
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organization  by  a  lawless,  revolutionary,  and  unprecedented  re¬ 
sort  to  “absquatulation.”  They  fled  from  the  chamber.  Camp¬ 
bell  and  Hunt  ran  to  the  water-closet  —  the  privy.  Others  bolted 
out  of  the  Capitol  into  the  street.  Hubbell,  of  Delaware,  did  not 
remain  out  of  sight,  and  the  assistant  sergeant-at-arms,  Gus- 
weiler,  a  Democrat,  saw  him,  gave  chase,  captured,  and  brought 
him  back.  This  made  a  quorum  in  the  hall.  The  nominations 
were  confirmed  and  the  conspiracy  was  defeated. 

This  is  the  salient  fact  which  should  be  charged  home  on  the 
Democratic  party. 

The  Fifteenth  Amendment  is  the  great  act  of  the  session. 
The  history  of  its  passage;  the  protest  signed  by  only  thirty- 
nine  out  of  the  fifty-five  who  opposed  it;  the  subprotest  of 
McVay  and  Devore  in  today’s  Journal,  etc.,  etc.,  make  also  a 
good  topic. 

The  Democrats  of  the  Senate  were  very  indignant  that  Hub- 
bell  allowed  himself  to  be  captured.  One  Democrat  said  he 
would  like  to  be  a  committee  of  one  to  cut  his  head  off. 

The  Democratic  senators  say  that  “if  Hubbell  had  not  been 
drunk  he  would  not  have  gone  back  into  the  Senate,  and  their 
scheme  would  have  succeeded.”  Hubbell  replies  that  “if  the 
other  Democrats  hadn’t  been  drunk  they  would  never  have  run 
away.” 

“A  very  pretty  quarrel  as  it  stands.” 

The  repeal  of  the  Visible  Admixture  Laws  by  the  aid  of 
Democratic  votes  (see  the  vote)  was  a  noteworthy  triumph. 

The  repeal  of  the  Soldiers’  Voting  Law  Repeal  and  the  re¬ 
enactment  of  the  old  law  is  of  the  same  sort. 

The  Students’  Voting  Law  passed  the  Senate;  did  not  pass 
the  House  by  reason  of  absence  of  members. 

The  law  Requiring  the  approval  of  taxpayers  before  the 
County  Commissioners  can  make  expensive  works. 

The  repeal  of  the  Boiler  Law. 

No  attempt  by  absquatulation  to  defeat  the  will  of  the  majority 
ever  attempted  under  the  present  constitution  before. 
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Columbus,  Ohio,  April  19,  1870. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  I  am  in  receipt  of  yours  of  the  18th.  You 
are  totally  mistaken  in  my  character  when  you  say  that  you  pre¬ 
sume  what  you  have  written  will  not  disturb  me  in  the  least! 
I  assure  you  I  feel  keenly  the  disappointment  and  censures  of 
my  Republican  friends  in  Mansfield,  and  feel  deeply  that  you  can 
so  write.  I  would  not  be  just  to  myself  not  to  say  this. 

I  wrote  the  facts  to  Mr.  Hedges  and  others.  They  are  simply: 
1.  All  friends  of  the  Home  agreed  that  there  should  be  a  Demo¬ 
cratic  representative  on  the  board.  2.  For  three  weeks  I  named 
Colonel  Burns  to  all  who  conversed  with  me  (his  name  having 
been  suggested  to  me  by  a  friend  of  the  Home)  on  the  subject 
of  the  appointments,  and  all  spoke  of  him  as  a  proper  man,  if  a 
Democrat  was  to  go  on  the  board.  You  are  in  error  in  saying 
I  set  aside  anybody.  No  other  Mansfield  man  was  named. 

Six  good  men  are  on  the  board  and  I  hope  Colonel  Burns  will 
turn  out  less  objectionable  than  you  anticipate.  If  I  have  made 
a  mistake,  it  has  been  done  with  the  best  of  motives  and  in 
accordance  with  the  views  of  many  of  our  best  men.  I  hope 
you  and  my  Mansfield  friends  will  see  in  the  facts  room  for  a 
charitable  construction  of  my  acts.  If  not,  one  thing  is  sure, 
when  you  come  to  dispense  patronage,  you  will  agree  with  me 
that  it  is  no  easy  job  to  do  satisfactorily. 

All  this  is  confidential. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

C.  H.  Booth,  Esq., 

Mansfield,  Ohio. 


Columbus,  April  20,  1870. 

Dear  W — :  —  I  thank  you  heartily  for  the  article  on  the 
Steinmitz  case.  I  think  you  are  right  in  every  particular  as  to 
my  action.  I  did  think  and  still  think  the  case  a  doubtful  one  — 
the  most  doubtful  of  any  case  of  life  upon  which  I  have  acted. 
But  I  do  not  regret  the  action.  He  was  shown  to  be  a  man  of 
low  grade,  but  heretofore  peaceful  and  law-abiding  in  the  main 
6  * 
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—  in  no  sense  a  desperate  or  dangerous  man;  that  he  was  for  a 
day  or  two  on  a  drunken  debauch,  so  excited  that  his  ability  to 
form  that  deliberate  purpose  to  kill  which  alone  makes  murder 
in  the  first  degree  is  at  least  doubtful.  I  gave  the  benefit  of  that 
doubt  in  favor  of  life. 

Perhaps  I  was  wrong.  I  admit  the  case  is  one  of  extreme 
doubt,  but  one  fact  you  do  not  know.  There  were  here  from 
Toledo  a  number  of  your  best  citizens  lobbying  for  the  Griffith 
Railroad  Bill  —  gentlemen  in  no  way  interested  in  behalf  of 
Steinmitz.  They  personally  assured  me  that  the  judgment  and 
wish  of  the  great  body  of  the  people  of  Toledo  were  against 
an  execution.  This  turned  the  scale.  But  I  prefer  no  contro¬ 
versy  about  it.  This  is  private. 

Again  thanking  you,  I  am, 


Sincerely, 


[Clark  Waggon'er  (?)] 


R.  B.  Hayes. 


April  22.  —  Generals  Force  and  Keifer  dined  with  us  yester¬ 
day.  They  are  here  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  Ohio  Soldiers’ 
and  Sailors’  Orphans’  Home.  Keifer  was  in  the  battle  of  Cedar 
Creek.  Says  the  absence  of  Sheridan  left  the  command  of  the 
army  in  the  hands,  not  so  much  of  General  Wright,  as  of  Sheri¬ 
dan’s  staff;  that  Wright’s  name  was  used  for  the  current  busi¬ 
ness  but  practically  his  command  was  merely  nominal.  On  the 
morning  of  the  battle  he  had  no  staff  —  that  to  him  [Keifer]  he 
appeared  confused  and  stupefied.  But  he  says  he  [Wright]  had 
decided  to  attack  the  enemy  before  Sheridan’s  return. 

General  Buckland  was  chosen  President  of  the  Board  of 
Managers  of  the  State  Home.  They  decided  to  adopt  the 
orphans  at  Xenia  as  in  the  State  care  from  today. 

We  had  a  fine  reception  at  General  Wright’s.  Lucy  is  gain¬ 
ing  flesh  and  color  again,  and  never  looked  more  charmingly  in 
my  eyes  than  last  evening. 
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Private. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  April  22,  1870. 

Dear  Sir  :  —  lam  obliged  for  the  friendly  tone  of  your  letter. 
You  do  me  no  more  than  justice.  A  full  statement  of  the  facts 
so  far  as  my  action  is  concerned  would  leave  the  matter  about 
as  you  put  it,  so  I  need  not  detail  them.  I  thank  you  for  a 
charity  not  always  exhibited,  and  close  by  saying  that  few  men 
have  spent  as  much  time,  money,  and  labor  to  make  successful 
the  cause  of  Orphans’  Homes  in  Ohio  as  I  have;  and  that  not¬ 
withstanding  all  mistakes,  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  say  that  the 
prospect  is  very  encouraging,  and  that  as  a  whole  the  board 
is  an  excellent  one. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

[Unidentified.] 

Columbus,  Ohio,  April  22,  1870. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  The  public  documents  for  your  Historical 
Society  will  be  sent  as  soon  as  practicable. 

The  St.  Clair  papers  will  be  purchased  as  soon  as  the  court’s 
order  will  permit  their  transfer  to  the  State.  They  will  be 
placed  in  the  Library,  and  under  such  proper  regulations  as 
may  be  established  every  facility  will  be  afforded  you  with 
reference  to  them. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

A.  T.  Goodman,  Esq., 

Cleveland,  Ohio. 


April  27,  1870.  —  Returned  last  night  from  a  pleasant  trip  to 
Fremont.  Lucy,  little  Fanny,  and  her  nurse,  Eliza  Jane,  gone 
on  a  visit  to  Cincinnati.  Aunt  Margaret  and  Miss  Sharpe  are 
here  on  their  way  to  a  Woman’s  Rights  Convention  at  Dayton. 
My  point  on  this  subject  is  that  the  proper  discharge  of  the 
functions  of  maternity  is  inconsistent  with  the  like  discharge  of 
the  duties  of  (the  political  duties  of)  citizenship. 
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Columbus,  May  3,  1870. 

Dear  Uncle:  —  ...  We  have  been  busy  selling  the 

[Insane]  Asylum  grounds  and  buying  Sullivant’s  fine  place  in  its 
stead.  We  got  one  hundred  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  to 
boot.  A  world  of  selfish  scrambling  about  it.  But  all  is  well. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 


S.  Birchard. 


May  12,  1870.  —  Today  C.  T.  Webber,  of  Cincinnati,  began 
to  paint  my  portrait.  I  had  a  miniature  painted  by  an  English¬ 
man,  named  Freeman,  in  1847.  Witt,  of  Columbus,  painted  my 
portrait  two  years  ago,  1868. 


Columbus,  May  16,  1870. 

Dear  General:  —  My  wife  compels  me  to  say,  and  says  I 
must  do  it  voluntarily  and  spontaneously,  that  the  first  phrase  in 
your  letter  is  very  objectionable.  You  say,  “I  suppose  you  take 
enough  interest  in  the  Ohio  Soldiers’  and  Sailors’,  etc.”  “He 
ought  to  know  (I  now  quote  from  the  indignant  female)  that 
nothing  is  so  near  your  heart,”  etc.  She  is  glad  the  Xenia 
matron  is  to  go  —  will  visit  Xenia  as  soon  as  she  has  gone.  VVe 
both  like  the  prospect.  I  hope  you  will  keep  up  hope  and  put  it 
through.  I  think  well  of  Dr.  G—  but  do  not  know  him  in  that 
capacity  well  enough  to  be  sure. 

Good  luck  to  all  concerned. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

General  M.  F.  Force. 


May  30,  Decoration  Day.  —  Left  Columbus  Saturday  night 
(28th)  9  or  10  P.  M.,  sleeping  car  to  Steubenville.  Got  there  at 
3:30  to  4  A.  M.  No  hackman  at  depot.  Wandered  over  town 
hunting  United  States  Hotel.  Found  it  after  a  long  hunt.  No¬ 
body  awake.  Tried  to  stir  out  of  his  bunk  a  colored  servant. 
After  a  long  delay  got  him  aroused.  Said  there  was  no  empty 
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bed  in  the  house!  Scouted  over  town  until  daylight.  Went  back 
to  hotel ;  nobody  up.  Stretched  out  on  chairs  in  ladies’  parlor, 
got  a  good  nap ;  disturbed  by  woman  cleaning  up.  Told  her  my 
afflictions.  She  gave  me  a  poor  little  room.  Slept  well. 

At  breakfast  met  General  Anson  McCook.  All  right  now; 
church  with  him.  Dined  ever  so  pleasantly  at  the  artist 
Andrews’.  A  pleasant  set.  Joseph  Means,  General  A.  McCook, 
Andrews  and  his  fine  wife,  and  Colonel  Baird. 

Andrews  has  a  studio  with  a  good  collection  of  curiosities, 
gathered  in  Europe,  —  armor,  weapons,  and  “sich.”  Called  on 
Mrs.  Webster,  widow  of  Colonel  George  P. ;  Mrs.  McCook, 
mother  of  the  gallant  family  which  lost  so  many  of  its  members; 
[and]  Colonel  James  A.  Collier,  on  his  eighty-first  birthday. 

Spoke  ex  tempore  in  the  sun  about  thirty  minutes  at  the  monu¬ 
ment  in  the  cemetery.  A  great  crowd ;  a  so-so  speech. 

June  j.  —  Wednesday  evening,  June  I,  we  gave  a  reception  to 
General  Sherman  who  was  in  Columbus  to  attend  the  wedding 
of  his  nephew  McComb  to  Miss  Clara  Baldwin.  The  general  is 
a  ready  —  more  than  that  —  a  rapid,  impulsive,  jovial  talker, 
who  puts  all  at  ease  by  his  hearty,  cordial  manner. 

Our  beautiful  little  Fanny,  now  two  and  three-fourths  years  old, 
came  into  the  crowded  parlor,  looking  her  prettiest.  She  is 
ordinarily  very  lively  and  active,  but  she  was  slightly  subdued 
by  the  numbers  and  noise.  General  Sherman  picked  her  up  and 
kissed  her  heartily,  saying,  as  he  felt  her  plump  arms  and  legs: 
“Ah,  there  is  plenty  of  bread  and  milk  in  this  house ;  there’s  no 
cotton  here!” 


Columbus,  June  3,  1870. 

My  dear  Boy  :  —  I  see  by  the  Journal  you  are  playing  base¬ 
ball  and  that  you  play  well.  I  am  pleased  with  this.  I  like  to 
have  my  boys  enjoy  and  practice  all  athletic  sports  and  games, 
especially  riding,  rowing,  hunting,  and  ball  playing.  But  I 
am  a  little  afraid,  from  [what]  Uncle  says,  that  overexertion 
and  excitement  in  playing  baseball  will  injure  your  hearing. 
Now,  you  are  old  enough  to  judge  of  this  and  to  regulate  your 
conduct  accordingly.  If  you  find  there  is  any  injury  you  ought 
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to  resolve  to  play  only  for  a  limited  time  —  say  an  hour  or  an 
hour  and  a  half  on  the  same  day. 

Uncle  and  Sarah  [Jane  Grant,  visiting  Columbus]  with  our 
whole  family  are  well.  We  had  General  Sherman  at  our  house 
Wednesday  evening  with  a  pleasant  party. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Birchard  Hayes, 

Fremont. 


Columbus,  June  3,  1870. 

Dear  Brother  James:  —  We  are  very  glad  to  get  your  good 
letter  from  Berlin.  We  began  to  think  you  had  dropped  us  all, 
and  felt  a  little  as  if  we  deserved  it.  I  will  try  in  future  to  keep 
you  posted  with  Commercials.  We  did  not  know  your  address. 


Birch  and  Webb  are  at  school  at  Fremont.  .  .  .  Ruddy 

is  at  home  —  treated  like  an  orphan  or  like  a  stepchild  because 
he  is  named  after  his  father  1  .  .  .  Little  Fan  is  the  bird 

of  the  house  —  very  healthy  and  lively  and  pretty.  She  talks 
rapidly  and  recklessly,  pronouncing  all  hard  words  wrong  of 
course,  but  going  it.  . 

I  visited  Dayton,  at  Dick  Anderson's,  with  Lucy  a  short  time 
ago.  The  Soldiers’  National  Asylum  was  the  excuse.  A  most 
beautiful,  noble  affair  it  has  grown  to  be. 

Lucy  fattens  a  little  which  improves  her  good  looks.  She 
employs  herself  about  soldiers’  orphans,  —  we  now  have  a  Home 
in  the  worry  of  starting  at  Xenia,  —  about  the  decoration  of 
soldiers’  graves  which  is  a  success,  and  about  the  deaf  and  dumb 
pupils  at  the  Reform  Farm  for  boys.  These  matters  with  home 
affairs  keep  her  busy  and  happy. 

I  am  ready  to  go  out  of  politics  now.  The  cause  I  enlisted 
for  is  completely  master,  and  the  new  questions  do  not  interest 
me.  There  is  no  feeling  or  interest  in  political  matters.  The 
Administration  does  well  —  reduces  the  debt,  keeps  out  of  dif¬ 
ficulty,  and  lets  things  float. 

I  go  to  Cincinnati  occasionally.  It  grows  steadily  but  not  very 
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iapidly.  Is  as  pleasant  as  any  Western  city,  or  Eastern  for 
that  matter,  but  perhaps  a  little  “slow.”  —  All  send  regards. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Dr.  James  D.  Webb, 

Berlin. 


Columbus,  June  13,  1870. 

My  dear  General:  —  You  will  be  astonished  as  I  was  by  this 
decision  as  to  the  right  of  the  soldiers  to  vote  at  the  Dayton 
National  Asylum.  But  there  it  is.  How  can  we  get  rid  of  it? 
Can  you  pass  an  Act  of  Congress  that  will  avoid  it?  I  feel 
like  saying  that  the  soldiers  must  vote  as  usual,  and  test  the  case 
again. 

I  merely  call  your  attention  to  it  with  a  view  to  congressional 
action.  You  recollect  the  act  ordering  jurisdiction  expressly 
provided  that  residents  of  Ohio  retained  the  right  to  vote. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  R.  C.  Schenck. 

Washington. 


June  14-18,  18 70.  —  To  Cincinnati  to  make  the  welcoming 
speech  at  the  National  Saengerfest  Wednesday  evening,  15th. 
A  great  audience.  [Gave]  Webber  four  or  five  sittings  on  por¬ 
trait.  His  portrait  of  Governor  Anderson  (Charles)  is  very 
spirited ;  fine,  eagle-like  eyes ;  a  little  too  much  red  in  the  com¬ 
plexion.  Mine  is  rather  coarse  —  a  red,  bloated  look.  Had  been 
in  the  sun  in  an  open  carriage  about  five  hours  the  day  before. 
My  skin  burns  red  easily  and  so  this  ill  feature  is  perhaps  too 
etc.,  etc. 


Columbus,  June  30,  1870. 

Dear  Cousin  Edward  :  —  I  today  received  your  very  welcome 
letter,  and  the  enclosed  copy  of  Grandmother’s  diary.  It  is  ex¬ 
ceedingly  interesting  and  I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  it.  I 
have  a  copy  of  her  diary  from  1840  to  her  death.  In  that  she 
speaks  of  having  given  her  previous  diary  to  Uncle  William. 
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But  the  fragment  you  send  is  the  first  part  of  it  I  have  been  able 
to  find.  I  have  for  some  years  been  interested  in  George  Noyes’ 
compilation  of  facts,  notes,  and  pedigree,  etc.,  etc.,  of  the  Hayes 
family,  and  have  from  him  and  other  sources  got  together  a 
pile  of  papers  pertaining  to  the  matter.  I  would  like  to  have  you 
send  me  a  list  of  your  family,  embracing  the  names,  dates  of 
birth,  marriages,  deaths,  present  place  of  residence,  etc.,  etc.; 
the  list  to  include  your  father  and  mother  and  all  of  their  de¬ 
scendants.  This  is  something  of  a  job,  but  as  you  are  in  that 
line  now,  William  being  census-taker,  I  hope  you  will  find  time 
to  gratify  me.  Who  is  the  person  to  do  the  same  thing  for 

Aunt  Fanny’s  family?  I  wrote  to  -  Cook,  but  I  suppose  I 

did  not  get  his  address  correctly. 

I  have  four  children  living,  three  boys  and  a  girl.  I  send 
you  photographs  of  the  oldest  ( Birtie ,  for  short)  Sardis  Birch¬ 
ard  Hayes,  now  sixteen,  and  the  youngest  Fanny,  now  two  and 
a  half,  also  of  wife  and  my  own.  We  are  living  temporarily 
here.  We  mean  to  quit  public  life  in  a  couple  of  years  and  go 
back  to  Cincinnati  or  possibly  to  Toledo. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Edward  Bancroft, 

Chesterfield,  Massachusetts. 


July  i,  1870.  —  Returned  from  a  four  [days’]  trip  to  Wash¬ 
ington  on  the  28th.  Stopped  there  at  the  Arlington,  a  new  hotel 
and  the  best  ever  in  Washington.  Board  five  dollars  a  day !  The 
great  statesman  at  Washington  now  is  Governor  Morton.  He 
is  a  strong,  logical  debater,  who  has  the  faculty  of  putting  an 
argument  in  a  way  that  is  satisfactory  to  the  best  minds,  and 
at  the  same  [time]  is  understood  and  appreciated  by  the  most 
ignorant. 

I  called  at  the  White  House  in  the  evening,  Monday,  27th. 
It  was  a  sultry  night  after  a  blazing  day.  General  Grant  with 
ladies  and  children  was  sitting  on  the  portico  looking  out  to¬ 
wards  the  Washington  Monument.  The  doors  were  open  through 
the  house  from  the  front  for  the  draft.  I  gave  my  name  to  the 
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servant  at  the  front  door.  He  went  back  and  soon  returned 
with  the  words,  walk  in.  General  Grant  came  into  the  house 
and  met  me  very  cordially  and  going  through  the  parlors  in¬ 
troduced  me  to  the  party  on  the  portico.  Mrs.  Grant,  old  Gen¬ 
eral  Dent,  Mrs.  General  Rucker,  Mrs.  General  Dyer,  Jessie 
Grant  (I  think  that’s  the  daughter’s  name),  the  little  fellow,  and 
myself  made  the  party  sitting  on  the  great  portico.  A  fountain 
not  in  sight  could  be  heard  out  in  the  darkness  in  front.  The 
general  was  not  smoking.  The  conversation  was  of  West  Point, 
the  President’s  fishing  excursion,  and  the  hot  weather.  Gen¬ 
eral  Grant  gave  the  heat  of  the  day  before  in  many  cities,  but 
New  York  was  hottest,  106  degrees  in  the  shade.  He  spoke  of 
the  heat  in  the  Senate  Chamber;  hoped  it  would  be  so  hot  that 
there  would  be  no  extension  of  the  session. 

The  British  Minister,  Mr.  Thornton,  called  with  his  wife  and 
an  Irish  lady.  General  Grant  spoke  of  the  death  of  Lord 
Clarendon ;  a  conversation  of  small  interest,  but  natural,  fol¬ 
lowed.  General  Grant  was  polite  in  tone  and  language.  The  talk 
was  turned  to  the  rapid  growth  and  change  in  this  country  by 
Mr.  Thornton  saying  that  on  a  map  of  1827  there  was  no  such 
town  as  Chicago.  Mrs.  Rucker  remembered  being  at  Fort  Dear¬ 
born,  near  the  busiest  part  of  Chicago,  when  there  was  no  town ! 
General  Grant  rode  a  fleet  pacing  black  mare  to  Chicago  twenty 
( ?)  years  [ago]  when  he  was  a  first  lieutenant.  He  could  have 
swapped  his  fast  mare  for  an  eighty-acre  lot  where  ground  on 
Wabash  Avenue  is  worth  now  three  hundred  dollars  a  foot. 

After  the  callers  left  the  ladies  retired.  The  General  called 
for  cigars.  The  son,  a  five-foot-eleven  boy,  weighing  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  sixty,  who  graduates  next  year  at  West  Point,  and  a 
comrade  came  down. 

I  asked  the  general  as  to  his  health,  his  headaches,  etc.  He 
said  his  health  was  excellent.  That  he  quit  drinking  water  at 
his  meals  and  for  a  year  had  had  no  headache.  He  had  now 
an  easy  time  in  his  office.  The  first  three  months  was  hard,  but 
now  all  comfortable. 

San  Domingo  was  his  pet  topic.  He  did  not  expect  it  to  be 
ratified  (the  treaty).  Thought  the  committee  on  Foreign  Rela¬ 
tions  badly  constituted.  Sumner  as  chairman,,  a  man  of  very 
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little  practical  sense,  puffed-up,  and  unsound.  Carl  Schurz,  an 
infidel  and  atheist;  had  been  a  rebel  in  his  own  country  —  as 
much  a  rebel  against  his  government  as  Jeff  Davis.  Casserly, 
a  bigoted  Catholic  who  hated  England ;  a  learned  man  and  a  good 
man,  but  his  prejudices  made  him  unsafe. 

I  told  him  I  did  not  know  upon  what  grounds  the  Administra¬ 
tion  wanted  San  Domingo.  He  in  a  rapid,  brief,  but  compre¬ 
hensive  way  set  forth  its  advantages,  described  the  island,  its 
productions,  people,  etc.,  etc.,  in  a  most  capital  way. 

He  said  he  felt  ‘‘much  embittered”  against  Sumner  for  unjust 
attacks  on  Major  Babcock,,  Major  Babcock  could  not  defend 
himself ;  gave  him  a  fine  character.  “I  can  defend  myself,  but 
he  is  merely  a  major  of  engineers  with  no  opportunity  to  meet 
a  Senator.” 


Columbus,  July  14,  1870. 

My  dear  Judge:  —  I  hasten  to  explain:  Either  I  wrote  what 
I  did  not  intend  or  you  have  greatly  misapprehended  me.  There 
is  nothing  “wrong”  in  your  asking,  or  my  doing  what  you  ask, 
in  the  sense  in  which  you  use  the  word.  It  is  all  right  in  that 
sense.  What  I  meant  was  that  in  my  condition,  pecuniarily, 
it  would  be  wrong  for  me  to  spend  money  or  incur  obligations 
such  as  your  request  required.  By  “wrong”  I  mean  merely  im¬ 
prudent  —  it  wouldn’t  pay  for  me  to  do  it. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  Isaac  Ranney, 

Delaware,  Ohio. 


July  15,  18/0.  —  About  12:30  today,  “War  declared,  hostili¬ 
ties  commenced,”  was  reported  as  telegraphed  to  the  West  by 
the  Associated  Press.  France  has  probably  declared  war.  My 
sympathies  are  all  with  Prussia.  I  confess  I  fear  the  dash  and 
power  of  France  will  be  too  much  for  Prussia  at  the  start. 
I  look  to  the  bottom  and  German  holdfast  courage  to  save  them 
in  a  long  war. 
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July  21,  i8jo.  —  I  went  down  to  Cincinnati  on  the  6:io  P.  M. 
train  Tuesday  evening.  Stopped  at  John  Roth’s  St.  Nicholas. 
Saw  Landy  who  told  me  the  hot  weather  and  a  mising  hand 
had  prevented  him  from  finishing  the  Rembrandt  photographs 
of  Lucy  and  myself. 

[On  the]  19th,  C.  T.  Webber  painted  two  hours  on  my  por¬ 
trait.  It  is  much  improved.  He  will  want  three  or  four  more 
sittings.  Saw  Clarke,  the  artist  who  painted  Judge  Bartley. 
Had  wine  with  Beard  in  the  P.  M.  Beard  and  I  drank  a 
schoppen  and  a  half  each.  Hot  weather,  very.  A  happy  evening 
with  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Davis. 

[On  the]  20th,  took  car  (street)  at  Gibson  House,  corner  of 
Fourth  and  Walnut  for  depot;  8:30  train  for  Wilmington. 
Found  a  large  audience  at  the  Fair  Grounds  —  three  or  four 
thousand  —  listening  to  a  history  of  the  battles  and  sieges  of  the 
Seventy-ninth  Regiment.  Tears  were  in  many  eyes  as  he  [the 
speaker]  told  affecting  incidents.  The  color-guard  lost  eight  — 
seven  holding  the  colors  — at  the  battle  [Peach  Tree  Creek, 
Georgia,  July  20,  1864]  of  which  this  was  the  anniversary.  It 
was  intended  that  I  should  be  colonel ;  but  the  wound  at  South 
Mountain  and  the  promotion  of  Colonel  Scammon  prevented.  I 
became  colonel  of  my  own  gallant  Twenty-third. 

After  dinner,  Chaplain  Stillwell  told  good  stories  of  the 
Seventy-ninth’s  campaign,  and  I  then  made  a  short  speech.  The 
salient  point  was  :  —  “We  need  not  overlook  the  soldier.  A  fort¬ 
night  ago,  when  we  celebrated  the  Fourth  of  July,  all  was  peace¬ 
ful.  Halcyon  seas,  clear  skies,  favoring  gales.  No  murmur,  no 
sinister  threatenings  anywhere.  Now,  wherever  on  earth  the 
wires  are  stretched,  the  faces  of  men  are  bent  forward  eager  to 
catch  the  first  rumbling  of  the  great  battles  that  are  to  recon¬ 
struct  the  map  of  Europe  —  perhaps  the  map  of  the  world! 
Battles  that  are  perhaps  to  overturn  thrones  and  destroy  dynasties 
that  were  deemed  settled  for  centuries.  Our  policy,  our  purpose, 
our  wish  is  to  be  neutral,  to  keep  out  of  the  maelstrom.  But  we 
have  sympathies,  we  have  opinions.  During  our  great  conflict 
for  liberty  and  nationality,  we  had  many  enemies  and  few  friends 
in  Europe.  But  from  first  to  last  the  German  people  and  the 
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German  government  sympathized  with  us  and  were  our  friends. 
We  reciprocate  today  their  feelings.” 

There  was  much  sensation  and  evident  approval  in  the 
audience. 

I  took  the  cars  back  to  Morrow.  In  a  few  minutes  the  train 
which  leaves  Cincinnati  about  4  P.  M.  came,  and  I  returned 
home  reaching  here  at  9  :30.  I  was  surprised  to  find  that  Lucy 
and  the  boys,  Birch  and  Ruddy,  had  gone  to  Cincinnati;  sur¬ 
prised  only  because  I  had  not  seen  them  on  the  down  train. 
We  passed  at  Selma,  and  while  the  trains  stopped  at  that  station 
I  walked  alongside  the  whole  down  train  without  seeing  them. 
Luck  to  them. 


Private. 

Columbus,  July  21,  1870. 

My  dear  General  :  —  I  prefer,  for  reasons  not  important 
enough  to  name,  to  put  no  letter  on  file  at  this  time  in  relation 
to  the  judgeship  now  held  by  Judge  Leavitt.  But  if  you  think  it 
proper  and  worth  while  to  give  my  views  to  the  appointing  power 
I  can  express  a  most  decided  opinion  as  to  the  fitness  and  merits 
of  Judge  Force.  He  is  an  accomplished  scholar  and  lawyer,  an 
upright  and  able  judge,  and  a  man  fitted  by  temper,  experience, 
manners,  and  character  to  fill  the  place  referred  to  acceptably 
to  the  bar  and  to  the  people.  His  appointment  I  regard,  and 
I  think  the  public  will  regard,  as  honorable  to  the  appointing 
power.  I  hope  it  will  be  made. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

General  J.  D.  Cox, 

Washington. 

Columbus,  July  21,  1870. 

My  dear  General  :  —  It  will  particularly  gratify  me  if  you 
can  give  employment  in  Europe  for  my  brother-in-law,  Colonel 
(Dr.)  Joseph  T.  Webb,  now  in  Paris  or  London.  He  is  a  man 
of  sense,  character,  and  culture  and  possesses  a  knowledge  of 
French  and  German;  has  been  since  the  war  generally  in  Ger¬ 
many  ;  is  thoroughly  American ;  did  good  service  in  the  war ;  al- 
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though  a  surgeon  was  brevetted  for  gallantry  in  the  Valley  in 
action,  lieutenant-colonel,  etc.,  etc.  He  travels  in  Europe  on 
account  of  the  health  of  his  wife  ( nee  Annie  Matthews).  He 
has  more  knowledge  of  his  profession,  of  society,  and  affairs 
than  a  majority  of  our  representatives  abroad.  I  got  a  letter 
from  you  two  years  ago  and  filed  it  with  others  for  the  Hamburg 
consulate.  Disgusted  with  the  rush,  I  did  not  press  his  claims. 
It  strikes  me  that  now  capacity,  courage,  accomplishments,  and 
character  may  be  more  in  demand,  and  I  therefore  freely  urge 
his  merits. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

General  J.  D.  Cox. 

Columbus,  July  23,  1870. 

Dear  Guy  :  —  I  have  long  thought  of  writing  to  you,  and  been 
anxious  to  hear  from  you  again.  The  slip  I  send  reminds  me 
forcibly  of  old  college  days.  Tudor  Fay  was  one  of  my  nearest 
neighbors  in  Cincinnati.  We  daily  met.  He  often  spoke  of 
you  with  the  friendly  and  amiable  feeling  of  years  ago.  You 
notice  the  tone  of  the  article.  He  was  formerly  devout,  became 
a  skeptic,  was  severely  censured  —  felt  it  keenly,  and  was  some¬ 
what  embittered.  In  all  my  intercourse  with  him.I  found  him  as 
warm-hearted,  kind,  and  friendly  as  when  a  boy.  What  he  may 
have  said  to  give  offense  to  his  church  associates,  if  anything, 
I  do  not  know. 

My  family  is  without  change  except  the  change  which  years 
bring.  My  oldest  boy  is  almost  seventeen.  My  only  daughter  is 
the  charming  one,  nearly  three.  Uncle  Birchard  made  me  a  long 
visit  a  few  weeks  ago.  I  hunted  up  and  read  to  him  a  sort  of 
journal  of  our  Texas  trip,  reviving  recollections  of  that  inter¬ 
esting  time,  and  of  the  persons  we  then  met,  so  many  of  whom 
have  passed  away. 

We  both  retain  the  old  feeling  for  you  and  yours  in  full 
measure.  I  do  not  know  how  much  our  political  differences 
have  affected  your  feelings.  I  trust  not  at  all.  One  thing,  I 
doubt  not,  that  as  to  the  practical  questions  of  the  present  and 
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the  future  we  are  substantially  in  accord.  At  any  rate,  I  as¬ 
sure  you  I  am 

As  ever  your  friend, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

P.  S.  —  My  kindest  regards  to  Mrs.  Bryan. 

Guy  M.  Bryan, 

T  exas. 


July  23-29.  —  Housed  with  an  attack  of  fever;  not  severe. 
.  .  .  Lucy  read  me  “Our  Mutual  Friend.”  Affecting  scenes; 

a  softening  effect  on  hard  natures  this  must  have.  Certainly  has 
on  mine. 

An  ulcer  on  my  left  eye,  result  of  fever,  houses  me  up  from 
28th  to  August  6,  on  which  day  with  goggles  and  green  shade 
I  start  for  Chicago,  St.  Paul,  and  Duluth. 


Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  August  8,  1870. 

Dear  Uncle:  —  We  are  stopping  a  few  hours  here  before 
going  to  St.  Paul.  The  fever  left  me  with  a  badly  inflamed  eye. 
It  is  almost  well,  and  I  am  getting  strong. 

I  hunted  up  the  Birchard  here.  He  is  a  pleasant  gentleman  — 
has  an  extensive  furniture  business.  He  knew  in  a  general  way 
about  the  whole  tribe;  traces  back  to  the  Norwich  family. 

My  travelling  companion  is  General  Force  of  Cincinnati. 

How  good  the  news  of  Prussia  flogging  Napoleon ! 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 

St.  Paul,  August  13,  1870. 

Dear  Uncle:  —  We  go  to  Duluth  this  morning.  I  spent  last 
evening  with  my  old  friend,  Judge  Finch.  He  is  a  prosperous 
and  happy  old  gentleman  after  his  troubles.  His  son  sells  a 
million  a  year,  his  grandchildren  and  all  are  good  and  promising. 
He  said:  “Now  don’t  forget  to  give  my  love  to  Birchard.  I 
think  of  him  with  the  greatest  pleasure.”  He  said:  “Your 
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sister  Fanny  had  the  finest  character.  Take  her  mind  and  heart 
and  disposition  and  person,  she  was  the  loveliest  woman  I  ever 
knew.” 

We  go  from  Duluth  by  the  lakes  to  Cleveland,  probably. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

P.  S.  —  Eyes  right  —  health  good.  Send  this  to  Lucy. 

S.  Birchard. 


August  27.-1  returned  last  Wednesday  (24th)  evening  after 
almost  three  weeks’  absence.  St.  Paul  is  a  fine,  promising  city 
with  a  future.  Duluth  has  a  fair  start,  but  is  a  mere  shanty 
town  now.  No  brick  building  yet  under  roof ;  three  building. 
The  census  shows  a  little  more  than  three  thousand  people. 
About  three-fourths  of  the  buildings  are  temporary.  But  the 
town  is  laid  out  skillfully  and  I  believe  another  year  will  show  it 
doubled  in  people  and  more  than  doubled  in  buildings  and  busi¬ 
ness. 

General  Force  and  I  climbed  the  steep  hills  in  spite  of  tangled 
thickets  and  mosquitoes !  Rogers  visited  with  us  the 

decayed  town  of  Superior,  Fond  du  Lac,  and  other  places  where 
his  health  and  strength  permitted. 

We  returned  on  steamer  (propeller)  Northern  Light,  Captain 
Murch,  five  days  to  Cleveland. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  August  28,  1870. 

Dear  Uncle  :  — Returning  from  my  Minnesota  trip  on 
Wednesday,  I  found  so  much  to  do  that  I  have  not  written. 

I  am  not  quite  certain  of  my  movements  this  week.  I  go  to  a 
Twenty-third  Reunion  at  Ashland  on  Wednesday,  and  may  go 
direct  from  there  to  Cornell  University.  If  not,  I  will  come  to 
Fremont  probably.  I  had  a  talk  with  Mr.  Randall  and  his  son. 
His  notions  of  Cornell  are  mine,  but  he  really  knows  very  little 
more  than  I  do. 
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I  will  talk  up  Duluth  when  we  meet,  which  will  be  soon.  I 
found  matters  just  about  as  I  anticipated.  Our  property  has 
about  doubled. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 


September  9-14 . —  Went  with  Birch  to  Ithaca,  New  York,  to 
place  him  at  Cornell  University.  He  is  deficient  in  Greek  to 
enter  the  classical  course.  He  will  take  the  combined  course 
which  is  the  same  as  the  classical  except  that  German  and  French 
are  substituted  for  Greek.  He  will  make  up  his  Latin  during 
the  year. 

The  advantages  of  Cornell  seem  to  be  in  a  liberal,  progressive, 
and  practical  spirit  and  these  items:  1,  Modern  languages,  2, 
English  language  and  literature,  [and]  3,  Natural  sciences  [are] 
more  thoroughly  taught. 


No.  3,  4TH  Story,  Cascadilla  Place, 
Cornell  University,  Ithaca,  New  York, 
September  13,  1870,  4  P.  M. 

Dear  Uncle:  —  How  long  this  letter  will  be  depends  on  how 
long  Birch  is  kept  in  the  grammar  examination  in  the  reception 
parlor  on  the  first  story.  He  is  through  with  geography,  arith¬ 
metic,  and  algebra.  I  do  not  doubt  his  entering  the  freshman 
class  with  the  condition  that  he  makes  up  geometry  and  Latin 
during  the  year.  I  have  engaged  a  tutor  in  geometry  and  the 
Latin  professor  will  get  him  a  Latin  tutor. 

I  am  glad  I  came  on  many  accounts.  Not  the  least  important 
is,  I  got  this  beautifully  located  room  for  him,  Randall,  and 
Baker,  of  Norwalk,  a  bright  well-appearing  boy.  Three  occupy 
such  rooms  as  this,  sixteen  feet  square  with  a  bedroom  sixteen 
by  ten  attached.  Three  windows  in  front  command  the  finest, 
noblest  view  in  the  region.  The  whole  of  Ithaca,  the  whole 
lake,  and  miles  of  valley. 
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Birchie  and  his  two  chums  are  here  (4.15  P.  M.)  and  think 
they  are  safe.  Mr.  Randall  and  Mr.  Baker  will  see  to  the  car¬ 
peting  and  furniture  —  about  thirty  dollars  for  each  boy,  I  judge. 
The  other  expenses  are  about  as  I  named  to  you,  viz.,  $5.50  per 
week  for  board,  etc.,  washing  extra.  The  Cascadilla  is  half-way 
between  town  and  the  other  college  buildings.  It  contains  the 
boarding  halls  and  kitchens,  the  large  reception  room,  the  rooms 
of  President  White  and  a  dozen  professors  —  one-half  with 
their  wives  —  and  about  forty  students,  perhaps  more.  I  regard 
it  as  the  choice  place,  especially  for  beginners.  A  professor  is 
our  boys’  next  neighbor.  All  Birchie’s  teachers  know  him,  and 
will  give  him  personal  attention.  The  relations  between  profes¬ 
sors  and  students  seem  just  what  they  ought  to  be.  .  .  . 

The  Cascadilla  was  built  for  a  water-cure,  and  is  in  some 
respects  inferior  to  the  new  college  buildings  in  its  arrange¬ 
ments.  The  students’  rooms  in  the  new  buildings  are  the  best 
I  ever  saw.  The  advantage  of  the  Cascadilla  is  its  location, 
half-way  between  town  and  college  —  the  residence  of  the  pro¬ 
fessors,  etc.,  etc.  Altogether  I  leave  here  feeling  very  com¬ 
fortably  about  Birch. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  September  26,  1870. 

Dear  Uncle:  —  I  returned  this  morning  after  speaking  five 
times  in  Mr.  Bingham’s  district.  It  has  been  very  pleasant  work. 
I  go  back  tomorrow  and  speak  for  two  weeks  somewhere  almost 
daily.  The  fine  air  of  the  hill  region  and  the  exercise  prove 
very  invigorating. 

My  eyes  steadily  improve.  I  think  they  will  get  as  good  as 
ever.  For  reading  and  writing  they  are  as  good  as  ever. 

I  have  a  letter  from  Birch.  He  seems  contented,  and  I  think 
will  do  well. 

Sincerely, 


S.  Birchard. 


R.  B.  Hayes. 
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Sandusky,  Ohio,  October  4,  1870. 

My  Darling:  —  I  would  not  write  this  morning,  but  it  is  my 
birthday.  I  am  today  forty-seven  years  old.  Passing  on  to 
the  wrong  side,  the  downhill  side,  of  life!  How  strange  it 
seems!  You  and  I  feel  young.  Only  observation,  not  our  own 
experience,  teaches  us  that  we  are  getting  nearer  to  the  mysteri¬ 
ous  change.  My  life  with  you  has  been  so  happy — so  successful 
— so  beyond  reasonable  anticipations,  that  I  think  of  you  with  a 
loving  gratitude  that  I  do  not  know  how  to  express.  Opening 
your  side  of  my  valise  this  morning  I  found  a  little  sack  be¬ 
longing  to  one  of  little  Fan’s  dolls.  I  at  once  was  carried  back 
to  our  beautiful  home  and  busied  myself  watching  her  stubbing 
about  with  her  chubby  legs  and  firm  feet.  Precious  darling  she 
is. 

We  had  a  good  meeting  last  night.  Root  greeted  me  warmly 
—  inquired  after  you  kindly  —  called  for  three  cheers  for  me 
after  my  speech  and  followed  in  a  stirring  talk  of  the  best  sort. 
My  speech  was  as  near  a  failure  as  I  ever  make.  The  cold,  etc., 
etc.,  made  it  imposible  for  me  to  get  a  flow. 

I  shall  call  on  various  friends  this  morning  and  go  to  Milan 
after  dinner.  “S’  much.” 

Affectionately  ever, 

R. 

Mrs.  Hayes. 

Columbus,  November  2,  1870. 

My  dear  General:  —  I  have  yours  of  the  31st.  The  topic 
you  know  is  far  from  new  —  indeed,  almost  stale,  and  for  a 
man  of  your  resources  to  take  it  up,  and  deal  with  it  as  you 
would,  if  you  touched  it  at  all,  would  be  regarded  by  many  as 
an  unfriendly  attack.  It  would  be  quoted  by  the  common  enemy, 
and  it  occurs  to  me  therefore,  that  I  should  not  make  it  in  any 
conspicuous  way.  We  are  furnishing  the  enemy  with  powder 
and  ball  too  recklessly  these  days.  Thank  you  for  your  con¬ 
fidence. 

I  would  like  to  see  you  before  Congress  meets.  Can’t  you 
make  me  a  visit? 

Sincerely, 

James  A.  Garfield.  R.  B.  Hayes. 
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Columbus,  November  5,  1870. 

My  Darling  :  —  General  Knapp  and  I  met  the  Board  of  Man¬ 
agers  at  the  Orphans’  Home  at  Xenia  yesterday.  Mrs.  Monroe, 
Mrs.  Keifer,  and  Mr.  Monroe  were  also  there.  You  were  invited, 
and  great  expectations,  by  little  folks  and  all,  were  disappointed 
by  your  absence.  It  is  a  fine  place.  You  would  enjoy  it  all.  Mrs. 
Griswold  is  a  kind,  good  old  lady.  The  children  are  bright  and 
happy,  the  teachers  and  matrons  of  cottages  all  seemed  in 
earnest.  You  will  enjoy  visiting  there.  It  is  more  interesting 
than  ever.  Mrs.  Monroe  and  her  lord  both  urge  you  to  visit 
them.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Griswold  ditto,  etc.  .  .  . 


Yours, 


H. 


Mrs.  Hayes, 

Fremont. 

Columbus,  December  7,  1870. 

Dear  General  :  —  I  write  to  request  that  if  necessary  you  will 
act  in  the  reappointment  of  General  Hastings  as  Marshal  of  the 
Northern  District.  He  was  my  adjutant-general  and  was  dis¬ 
abled  under  my  command.  I  take  a  particular  interest  in  his 
success,  and  will  be  obliged  personally  if  you  can  properly  sup¬ 
port  him. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 


P.  S.  —  The  President’s  message  is  exceedingly  satisfactory 
to  the  people.  The  only  part  objected  to  is  the  San  Domingo, 
and  but  little  attention  is  given  to  that. 

Honorable  J.  A.  Garfield. 


Columbus,  December  7,  1870. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  My  particular  friend  General  Hastings  will 
want  your  help  to  retain  his  place  as  Marshal  of  the  Northern 
District.  You  know' his  merits  as  a  man,  public  officer,  and  dis¬ 
abled  soldier,  and  I  therefore  merely  ask  your  attention  to  his 


122 


RUTHERFORD  BIRCHARD  HAYES 


case  with  the  remark  that  I  take  more  interest  in  his  success 
than  in  any  other  similar  thing. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

P.  S.  —  The  President’s  message  is  applauded  by  all  our  good 
Republicans.  The  only  exception,  if  any,  is  taken  to  the  San 
Domingo  project. 

Honorable  John  A.  Bingham. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  December  7,  1870. 


Dear  Foster:  —  "Which  I  wish  to  remark  and  my  language 
is  plain’’  that  my  friend  General  Hastings  wants  to  be  reap¬ 
pointed  Marshal  in  the  Northern  District.  A  better  man  can’t 
be  found  between  the  river  and  the  lake.  If  you  want  to  know 
how  daring  and  meritorious  he  was  as  a  soldier,  ask  “Old 
Whitey”  who  carried  him  under  fire  in  about  a  hundred  fights  of 
all  sorts.  “Old  Whitey”  is  at  Spiegel  Grove,  and  “I  shall  not  deny 
what  that  name  might  imply.” 

Help  Hastings  keep  his  place  if  you  conscientiously  can  and 
oblige, 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.‘  Hayes. 


Honorable  Charles  Foster. 
Fostoria ,  Ohio. 


Columbus,  December  11,  1870. 

Dear  Uncle: — .  .  .  The  President’s  message  is  good.  With 
the  exception  of  San  Domingo,  it  is  approved  by  all  fair-minded 
Republicans. 

Colonel  George  McCook,  who  has  been  much  in  England  and 
France  lately,  [says]  that  the  Administration  lias  built  us  up 
vastly  in  those  countries,  and  in  Europe  generally.  Washburne 
[Minister  to  France],  he  says,  has  made  Americans  hold  up 
their  heads  by  his  courage  and  promptitude.  That  the  recall  of 
Motley  is  just  right.  That  he  cares  too  much  for  his  Euro- 
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pean  reputation.  That  the  English  were  in  absolute  alarm  on 
his  recall.  This  from  a  Democrat. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 

Columbus,  December  16,  1870. 

Dear  Uncle: —  ...  I  have  got  hold  of  an  old  document 
(printed)  giving  a  full  account  of  Great-grandfather  Hayes’ 
captivity  for  seven  years  among  the  Indians — 1707  to  1714. 
He  was  an  active,  cheerful,  plucky  fellow,  and  saved  his  life  by  it. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 

Columbus,  December  25,  1870. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  I  am  glad  you  feel  hopeful  about  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  the  herculean  task  you  have  undertaken.  I  am  slowly 
gathering  the  figures  and  facts  concerning  the  Brattleboro  branch 
of  the  numerous  family.  I  will  not  be  able  to  get  all,  but  I 
already  have  about  three-fourths  of  the  multitudinous  tribe  and 
can  give  you  what  I  have  on  a  fortnight’s  notice.  .  .  . 

If  I  read  your  letter  correctly,  Judge  [Guy  Humphrey]  Mc- 
Master’s  mother  was  a  sister  of  my  grandmother.  I  would  like 
to  see  what  he  says  of  her.  My  grandmother  was  an  uncommon 
person.  Her  diaries  and  letters  show  talent  and  character.  She 
exhibited  artistic  genius  also  in  her  needlework.  She  copied 
from  nature  accurately  in  worsted-work  flowers,  leaves,  shrubs, 
etc.,  etc.,  and  her  industry  was  marvellous  to  the  last  days  of  her 
long  life.  If  anything  more  than  mere  dry  statistics  go  into 
your  work  —  more  than  the  masculine  titled  officials  who  are 
usually  so  honored. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Rev.  L.  Smith. 


December  26,  1870.  —  Birchard  came  home  from  Cornell  to 
spend  Christmas  vacation  last  Wednesday.  Looks  thin  but 
healthy  and  happy.  Is  grown  but  little.  Much  improved  in 
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scholarship  and  fond  of  his  student  life.  We  originally  called 
him  Birchard,  with  no  other  Christian  name.  “Simple  Birchard” 
was  our  phrase  about  it.  When  he  grew  large  enough  to  know 
that  Uncle  Birchard’s  Christian  name  was  Sardis,  he  took  that 
name  also.  Finding  it  was  no  more  agreeable  to  Uncle  than  it 
is  to  me,  we  asked  him  to  drop  it  which  he  did  a  few  weeks  ago. 
I  now  offered  him  for  his  choice  as  a  middle  name  either  of  his 
ancestral  names,  Scott,  Cook,  Austin,  Russell,  etc.,  etc.  He 
chose  Austin,  the  maiden  name  of  my  grandmother  Birchard.  So 
Birchard  Austin  Hayes  it  shall  be. 

Webb  came  Saturday  evening,  about  9  P.  M.,  from  Fremont, 
fatter  than  ever  before.  His  cheerful,  happy  smile  and  good 
looks  are  very  pleasant  to  see.  He  was  named  James  Webb. 
He  is  called  Webb,  and  preferring  another  family  name  we  agree 
to  drop  the  James  and  give  him  a  middle  letter,  C  for  Cook. 
So  Webb  C.  Hayes  it  shall  be.  My  wife’s  grandfather  was  Isaac 
Cook,  a  notably  good  and  lovable  man. 

Ruddy  and  little  Fanny  both  at  home.  Fanny’s  happiness  with 
her  presents  was  the  happiness  of  the  day.  A  paper  cap  and 
blue  thin  paper  flowing  robe,  given  her  by  her  cousins  Fanny  and 
Minnie  Platt,  was  the  occasion  of  uproarious  fun  as  she  rushed 
and  romped  through  the  house.  Our  excellent  colored  cook, 
Winnie  Monroe,  and  her  Mary  were  of  the  happy  circle. 

Birch  has  made  good  progress  in  German  and  his  other  studies. 
Thus  far  Cornell  fulfills  my  expectations. 


Columbus,  December  27,  1870. 

Dear  Uncle: —  ...  As  to  Birchie’s  name,  it  is  not 

of  much  consequence.  I  supposed  you  rather  preferred  a  mid¬ 
dle  letter  as  I  do.  In  any  event  the  Christian  name  will  remain 
and  be  known  as  Birchard.  The  middle  letter  being  usually 
merely  a  letter.  B.  A.  Hayes,  or  Birchard  A.  Hayes,  looks  well. 
But  you  and  he  can  fix  [it]  just  as  you  prefer.  Your  father  and 
mother  will  leave  no  descendants  of  their  name,  so  that  Birchard 
among  all  who  have  known  you,  means  you,  and  nobody  else. 

Sincerely, 


S.  Birchard. 


R.  B.  Hayes. 
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Columbus,  December  29,  1870. 

Dear  Haustead: —  Is  it  safe  to  write  an  editor  a  private 
note?  I  suppose  it  is  in  your  case,  and  so  I  write,  not  for  pub¬ 
lication,  the  facts. 

I  am  not  interfering.  I  was  asked  if  General  Schenck  re¬ 
signed  before  Christmas,  if  I  thought  there  was  time  enough 
for  an  election.  I  replied  I  thought  there  was.  I  was  then 
asked  if  the  resignation  was  delayed  until,  I  think,  January  10. 
I  replied  I  thought  not.  This  is  the  substance  of  it.  I  said 
nothing  until  asked  and  in  reply  to  questions.  I  preferred  of 
course  to  have  the  resignation  so  there  would  be  no  question 
as  to  my  duty.  If  in  my  last  reply  to  General  Schenck  this 
appears,  it  may  be  misconstrued.  But  the  fact  is,  I  did  not 
interfere.  I  cared  nothing  at  all  about  when  or  whether  an 
election  was  held.  I  preferred  either  that  the  resignation  should 
be  so  early  or  so  late  that  no  doubts  could  arise,  and  didn’t  care 
which.  —  Write  me.  Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

P.  S.  —  My  intention  is  to  quit  the  struggle  for  political  pro¬ 
motion  and  at  the  end  of  my  present  term  to  go  into  private 
life.  I  don’t  want  to  quit  with  friends  accusing  me  of  blind 
partisanship.  I  don’t  want  any  friend  to  take  back  his  uttered 
opinions,  but  perhaps  the  fact  here  stated  may  influence  the 
expression  of  them.  Hence  this  P.  S.  —  H. 

Murat  Halstead, 

Editor,  Cincinnati  Commercial. 

Columbus,  December  30,  1870. 

Sir:  —  I  know  Judge  Ichabod  Corwin  well,  and  am  acquainted 
with  his  reputation  as  a  lawyer,  judge,  and  public  man.  He  is  a 
gentleman  of  purity  of  character,  sound  judgment,  and  superior 
talents.  His  legal  learning  and  ability  are  of  a  high  order,  and 
his  qualifications  for  the  office  of  judge  are  excellent  in  all  re¬ 
spects.  He  is  a  patriotic  Republican,  and  possesses  the  confi¬ 
dence  of  good  men.  His  reputation  is  of  the  best  sort  and  I 
believe  he  deserves  it.  Respectfully, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

The  President. 
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Columbus,  Ohio,  January  4,  1871. 

My  dear  General  :  —  I  am  very  glad  you  are  pleased  with 
Miss  Ransom’s  work.  The  likeness  is  certainly  capital, 
and  the  general  appearance  of  the  picture  so  striking  and  good 
that  I  am  sure  it  will  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  best,  if  not  the 
very  best  picture  in  the  office. 

I  confess  I  was  a  little  fearful  that  you  would  not  be  satisfied 
with  the  military  costume.  It  seemed  to  me  so  desirable  to  have 
the  War  for  the  Union  represented  in  the  garb  of  the  ex-govern¬ 
ors  that  I  was  disposed  to  insist  on  it.  I  have  a  fine,  very  fine, 
portrait  of  St.  Clair  in  Revolutionary  attire,  and  a  gay  one  of 
McArthur  in  1812  uniform.  This  completes  the  set.  Miss  Ran¬ 
som  is  at  my  house  and  your  letter  will  make  her  happy. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 


General  J.  D.  Cox. 


Columbus,  January  6,  1871. 

My  dear  Turner:  —  I  am  exceedingly  obliged  for  your  beau¬ 
tiful  New  Year’s  present.  My  step  is  still  quick  and  easy,  but 
both  legs  have  the  marks  of  Rebel  missiles,  and  bad  weather 
brings  me  certain  twinges  which  indicate  that  as  I  get  older  a 
cane  will  be  very  useful.  Accept  my  heartiest  thanks  and  my 
best  wishes  for  your  health  and  success. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

William  H.  Turner, 

United  States  Navy,  New  York. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  October  [January]  8,  1871. 
Dear  Uncle: —  ...  I  got  off  a  very  successful  message. 
The  commendation  is  almost  universal.  Even  the  Enquirer, 
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Statesman,  and  Crisis  praise  it  profusely.  But  it  is  of  small 
account  to  say  the  right  thing  without  firm,  strong  men  to  push 
through  the  practical  measures.  I  look  to  a  constitutional  con¬ 
vention  for  the  remedy.  Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 


Wednesday,  January  18,  i8ji. —  Believing  that  an  election  in 
the  Third  District,  to  fill  the  vacancy  created  by  the  resignation 
of  General  Schenck,  would  be  a  mere  farce  under  all  of  the  cir¬ 
cumstances,  I  declined  to  issue  a  call  for  an  election.  I  received 
the  notice  January  9,  submitted  the  legal  question  to  the  attorney- 
general  and  got  his  opinion  on  the  nth.  On  that  day  the  ques¬ 
tion  as  to  my  duty  was  decided  —  fifty-two  days  before  the  expi¬ 
ration  of  the  term  of  the  present  Congress.  My  figures  are  as 
follows.  The  usual  notice  has  been  in  Ohio  from  six  weeks  — 
forty-two  days —  to  two  months,  or  sixty  days.  Thirty-one 
days  is  the  least  time  ever  allowed  in  a  contested  district.  The 
law  allows  twenty-one  days  to  make  and  canvass  the  returns. 
Here  are  at  least  fifty-two  days.  From  two  to  four  days  more, 
at  least,  would  be  required  to  enable  the  member  elect  to  get  his 
certificate  and  reach  Washington.  In  the  meantime  the  term  of 
the  Congress  to  which  he  was  elected  would  expire.  Now,  my 
point  is,  neither  the  constitution  nor  the  statutes  nor  both  to¬ 
gether  require  a  vain  attempt  to  elect  a  member  of  Congress. 
They  do  not  require  an  attempt  to  elect  a  member  which  must 
be  in  vain.  Suppose  only  ten  days  elapse  between  the  resignation 
and  the  expiration  of  the  Congress ;  suppose  only  five  days  inter¬ 
vene,  should  the  election  be  called?  If  not,  it  is  because  time 
enough  does  not  intervene.  Now,  who  is  to  decide  the  question? 
The  governor,  of  course. 

There  must  then  be  time  to  give  notice  of  the  election.  What 
time?  The  answer  is  reasonable  time.  What  is  reasonable  time 
has  been  settled  by  many  precedents  in  Ohio.  If  the  law-making 
power  think  that  a  change  of  circumstances  require  that  the 
time  so  settled  is  too  long,  their  duty  is  to  prescribe  by  law  a 
shorter  time.  But  no  fair  election  can  be  held  without  reason¬ 
able  notice.  No  election  is  better  than  an  unfair  election.  If 
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the  time  given  is  too  short  for  a  fair  election,  the  district  is 
likely  to  be  misrepresented;  and  it  is  better  for  a  district  to  be 
unrepresented  than  to  be  misrepresented  even  for  a  few  days. 

The  governor  has  clearly  the  power  to  fix  the  day  of  the 
election.  He  should  give  what  length  of  time?  Clearly  a  rea¬ 
sonable  time.  He  is  authorized  to  issue  his  writs  of  election  to 
the  sheriff  of  each  county  directing  him  to  hold  a  special  election 
“within  such  on  a  day  specified  in  such  writ.”  It  is  in  the  discre¬ 
tion  of  the  governor  to  specify  the  day.  What  day?  Certainly 
a  day  of  which  reasonable  notice  beforehand  can  be  given. 

The  resolutions  say  there  is  yet  time  to  give  such  reasonable 
notice.  Failing  to  agree  with  this  opinion,  I  shall  not,  while  the 
law  remains  unchanged,  issue  the  writs  of  election.  My  opinion 
is,  the  law  does  not  require  it. 

If  a  longer  period  has  been  suggested  than  the  Legislature 
deems  reasonable,  the  law-making  power  can  by  prescribing  a 
shorter  notice  secure  its  object.  But  while  the  law  remains 
unchanged,  the  notice  deemed  reasonable  will  be  required. 

If  too  long  a  time  is  allowed  by  law  for  making  the  returns 
in  case  of  special  elections,  it  is  for  the  law-making  power  to 
change  it. 

If  by  precedent  a  time  four  times  as  great  as  that  which 
these  regulations  allow  has  heretofore  been  usually  given,  it  can 
be  changed  by  law. 


Columbus,  January  18,  1871. 

Dear  Uncle: —  .  .  .  Root,  in  what  he  tells  me  was  a 

friendly  spirit,  reported  resolutions,  decidedly  adverse  to  my 
views  and  course  [in  regard  to  a  special  election  in  the  Third 
District],  in  the  Senate  and  passed  them.  Thus  far  in  the 
House  they  have  been  beaten.  I  need  not  say  that  I  am  not 
in  the  slightest  degree  bothered  about  it.  I  am  making  [a]  rep¬ 
utation  for  firmness,  as  friends  tell  me,  all  around.  If  they 
want  to  control  me,  [let  them]  pass  laws  and  I’ll  obey. 

Sincerely, 


S.  Birchard. 


R.  B.  Haves. 
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Private. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  January  18,  1871. 

Dear  Halstead  :  —  I  am  glad  to  see  the  tone  of  your  article 
of  today  on  the  Third  District  vacancy.  I  think  I  am  right,  but 
will  not  of  course  reargue  the  question.  The  precedents  you 
dread  have  been  set  long  ago.  In  many  instances  vacancies  have 
been  permitted  to  continue  two  or  three  months  and  more.  I  but 
followed.  Now,  what  is  the  remedy?  Clearly  for  the  Legisla¬ 
ture  to  fix  the  length  of  time  which  shall  be  deemed  reasonable 
notice.  Perhaps,  also,  to  specify  the  length  of  time  which  must 
intervene  between  the  occurring  of  a  vacancy  and  the  end  of 
the  term  in  order  to  require  the  calling  of  an  election.  Also 
[to]  amend  the  law  as  to  the  time  allowed  (twenty-one  days) 
for  canvassing  returns,  etc.,  etc.,  so  as  to  make  it  as  short  in  the 
case  of  special  elections  as  possible.  To  merely  express  an 
opinion  by  resolutions  adverse  to  mine  is  nothing.  My  opinion 
is  adverse  to  theirs  also.  Let  the  law  define  the  time  so  as  to 
shorten  it  if  that  is  deemed  advisable.  This  occurs  to  me  as  the 
true  course.  I  need  not  enlarge. 

Sincerely, 


Murat  Halstead, 
Cincinnati. 


R.  B.  Hayes. 


January  20,  1871.  —  I  did  an  unusual,  and,  I  think,  a  meri¬ 
torious,  thing  last  night.  Tom  Jones’  Memorial  to  Lincoln  and 
the  Ohio  Soldiers  was  to  be  inaugurated  in  the  rotunda  of  the 
Capitol.  I  presided.  I  had  a  fairish  little  opening  speech, 
which  with  my  good  lungs  I  could  make  go  off  well.  But  there 
were  three  speakers  to  give  addresses.  I  knew  that  the  little, 
pretty,  pet  things  to  be  said  were  not  numerous,  and  that  my 
speech  would  more  or  less  interfere  with  the  success  of  theirs.  I 
accordingly  swallowed  my  speech  and  introduced  the  various 
actors  without  an  extra  word.  Who  has  beaten  this? 

The  Speech  I  Didn’t  Make. 

Fellow  Citizens :  —  We  have  assembled  this  evening  to  witness 
the  inauguration,  the  unveiling  of  a  Memorial  —  the  work  of  an 
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Ohio  sculptor,  Thomas  D.  Jones,  of  Cincinnati  —  placed  here  In 
the  rotunda  of  the  State  House,  to  remain,  we  trust,  as  long  as 
the  building  itself  shall  stand,  in  honor  of  the  brave  sons  of 
Ohio  who  in  more  than  a  thousand  conflicts  on  land  and  water 
poured  out  their  lives  for  Liberty  and  Union ;  and  in  honor  also 
of  him  who  “strove  for  the  right  as  God  gave  him  to  see  the 
right,”  and  who  “with  charity  for  all  and  malice  towards  none,” 

“Ascended  Fame’s  ladder  so  high 
From  the  round  at  the  top  he  stepped  in  the  sky.” 


Columbus,  January  27,  1871. 

Dear  S — :  —  I  will  not  write  as  to  Davis.  It  is  my  in¬ 
tention,  if  family  affairs  permit,  to  visit  Washington  within  a 
fortnight  or  so  when  I  can  talk  as  you  suggest.  I  am  confident 
that  many  Democrats  feel  that  their  party  leaders  are  making 
a  mistake  in  opposing  the  annexation  of  San  Domingo  under 
any  circumstances  and  on  any  terms.  The  circumstances  and 
the  terms  will  decide  the  question  in  the  popular  mind. 

Smterdy,  R  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  Job  E.  Stevenson,  M.  C., 

Washington,  D.  C. 


February  5,  1871.  —  Mr.  C.  T.  Webber,  of  Cincinnati,  came 
up  last  week  with  his  picture  of  the  McCook  family,  his  “Ship¬ 
wreck,”  and  other  lesser  pieces,  hoping  to  sell  them  to  the  State. 
The  McCook  must,  I  think,  be  a  work  of  merit.  It  represents 
the  father  and  his  sons  in  uniform  assembled  in  bivouac.  Five 
of  the  persons  were  killed  or  died  of  wounds  received  in  service. 
An  example  of  family  patriotism  in  no  case  paralleled  in  some 
of  its  features.  The  conspicuous  positions  of  the  members  of 
the  family,  notice:  The  father,  Major  Dan,  a  paymaster;  Major- 
General  Alex,  a  corps  commander ;  General  Robert,  a  brigadier ; 
Daniel,  ditto ;  Edward,  colonel ;  George,  a  colonel ;  S — ,  a 
surgeon;  John  J.,  a  captain;  Charley,  a  boy,  a  private. 

Friday,  February  17.  —  Saturday,  the  nth,  with  S.  S.  War¬ 
ner,  of  Wellington,  Treasurer  of  State,  I  left  here  for  Washing- 
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ton,  via  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad.  Reached  Washington 
Sunday  at  io  A.  M.  in  a  heavy  snow-storm. 

My  business,  according  to  the  papers,  was  to  “fix  up”  appoint¬ 
ments  for  judges,  marshals,  etc.,  etc.  My  business,  in  fact,  was 
to  get  General  Hastings’  nomination  for  the  Northern  District 
sent  in  immediately.  2.  To  get  an  allowance  to  Ohio  on  military 
claims  of  one  hundred  and  forty  thousand  dollars.  3.  To  look 
after  a  claim  of  Uncle  Roger  Birchard’s  for  about  five  thousand 
dollars,  burnt  bonds.  And,  4,  to  see  things  generally.  Not  at 
all  to  interfere  with  the  appointments  referred  to.  But  news¬ 
paper  correspondents  are  bound  to  know  the  motive  of  every 
action  of  a  public  man,  or  to  pretend  to  know,  and  so  mistakes 
are  often  made. 

I  saw  the  President;  called  with  Mr.  Delano  at  a  Cabinet 
meeting.  All  informal.  The  President  sat  at  the  end  of  a  table 
smoking.  He  rose  and  greeted  us  pleasantly  and  cheerfully. 
Messrs.  Boutwell,  Fish,  Ackerman,  Belknap,  and  Creswell  came 
in.  We  chatted  sociably  in  little  groups.  The  President  ar¬ 
ranged  with  one  of  the  Cabinet  about  vetoing  a  bill.  Talked  of 
other  bills  —  signed  all  but  one,  except  the  one  vetoed.  Then 
turned  and  talked  about  San  Domingo.  Said  he  chose  the  com¬ 
missioners  on  account  of  their  high  character.  Two  of  them  he 
had  never  seen,  Messrs.  White  and  Howe;  didn’t  know  the 
opinions  of  any  of  them.  Didn’t  want  them  to  find  facts  to 
sustain  anybody’s  opinions.  That  if  they  reported  unfavorably, 
that  would  end  the  matter;  if  favorably,  then  he  hoped  annex¬ 
ation  would  take  place. 

Visited  Corcoran’s  picture  gallery. 


Confidential. 

Columbus,  March  1,  1871. 

My  dear  General  :  —  Your  letter  and  telegram  relative  to  the 
resignation  of  Judge  Burgoyne  came  duly  to  hand.  I  have  with¬ 
held  the  resignation  from  the  press,  and  it  will  be  at  the  option 
of  Judge  Burgoyne  to  withdraw  it,  as  long  as  his  friends  may 
desire. 

You  are  aware  of  the  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  manage- 
1  0 
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ment  of  Longview.  Good  men  are  on  both  sides  of  the  question. 

I  differ  from  several  of  my  best  friends  on  that  subject.  I  agree 
with  you  perfectly  in  your  favorable  opinion  of  Judge  Burgoyne 
but  I  must  frankly  say  that  I  think  he  has  been  wrong  in  sus¬ 
taining  the  administration  of  the  asylum  these  last  few  years. 
Perhaps  I  am  altogether  wrong  in  this,  I  speak  from  information 
merely.  If  so,  I  am  free  to  act  as  shall  seem  right  notwithstand¬ 
ing  any  expression  of  opinions  heretofore  made. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

General  T.  L.  Young. 

Columbus,  March  3,  1871. 

Dear  Force  :  • —  I  understood  your  recommendation  to  be 
earnest,  and  I  may  add  that  its  strength  is  vastly  greater  by 
reason  of  what  you  say  of  Mrs.  K — ’s  interest  in  such  an 
institution.  But,  as  I  told  you,  I  am  by  no  means  free.  This 
you  will  understand  when  [I]  state  that  Judge  Burgoyne’s  term 
expires  in  a  few  weeks,  and  prior  to  his  resignation  recommenda¬ 
tions  of  his  successor  had  been  coming  in  for  several  months 
perhaps  a  year.  There  is  probably  an  act  of  justice  to  be  done 
in  restoring  a  good  man.  Besides,  when  Bates  resigned,  I  of¬ 
fered  the  place  to  a  friend,  etc.,  etc.  You  see!  But  I  expect  to 
come  down  before  an  appointment  is  made,  and  will  talk  it  up. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

General  M.  F.  Force. 

Columbus,  March  6,  1871. 

My  dear  Sir  :  —  I  am  greatly  gratified  by  the  contents  of  your 
letter  of  the  3d.  I  think  it  is  very  desirable  to  have  the  portrait 
of  General  Hamer  copied  during  the  present  session  of  the  Leg¬ 
islature.  There  is  a  proposition  before  that  body  to  erect  a  mon¬ 
ument  in  memory  of  General  Hamer  and  I  think  that  propo¬ 
sition  will  gain  by  an  exhibition  of  the  portrait.  Please  have  it 
carefully  boxed  and  expressed  to  me,  the  cost  of  boxing,  etc., 
etc.,  with  express  charges  to  be  collected  here.  I  will  return 
the  portrait  in  like  manner  without  charge  to  you  promptly  — 
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say,  in  three  weeks.  It  is  perfectly  safe  to  do  this.  I  have  done 
it  with  portraits  from  Virginia,  Iowa,  and  other  States. 

Respectfully, 

William  Loudon,  R.  B.  Haves. 

Mount  Vernon,  Indiana. 

Private. 

Columbus,  March  u,  1871. 

My  dear  Sir  :  —  Some  three  months  ago  you  sent  me  a  copy 
of  “Phelps’  History  of  Simsbury,  Granby,  and  Canton.”  Your 
letter  spoke  of  Mr.  Phelps’  situation  in  a  way  that  led  me  to 
think  I  might  without  indelicacy  send  him  a  small  testimonial 
of  my  appreciation  of  his  labors  in  preserving  recollections  of 
the  early  events  in  the  history  of  the  town  of  my  ancestors.  I 
do  not  find  it  convenient  to  do  what  I  would  like  to  do.  But  I 
send  you  enclosed  ten  dollars  with  the  request  that,  if  it  can  be 
properly  done,  you  give  it,  or  in  some  way  spend  it  for  the  ben¬ 
efit  of,  the  venerable  historian  of  Simsbury.  By  so  doing  you 
will  place  under  additional  obligation. 

Sincerely, 

Dudley  B.  MuLean,  R,  B.  Hayes. 

Simsbury,  Connecticut. 

Columbus,  March  13,  1871. 

Dear  N — :  —  Wife  says:  ‘‘Why  does  he  ‘Dutch’  our  noble 
boy?  You  must  have  said  something,  or  he  wouldn’t  have 
done  it.”  So  you  see  the  scrape  you  got  me  into.  Now  I  pro¬ 
test.  I  didn’t  say  “Dutch.”  The  word  I  wrote  was  beautiful, 
talented,  gallant,  or  “sich.”  Take  it  back.  Do,  now! 

“U.  S.  G.  played  out”  again!  Funny,  isn’t  it?  A  year  ago, 
you  remember,  you  told  me  the  Republicans  couldn’t  reelect  in 
New  York  State  more  than  six,  and  none  in  the  West,  to  the 
Forty-second  Congress.  In  the  natural  course  of  things,  the  ins 
grow  weaker  and  the  outs  stronger  with  time,  until  they  change 
places.  But  how  stands  the  great  body  of  the  Republican  peo¬ 
ple?  What  do  theyr  care  about  in  public  affairs?  The  questions 
in  the  order  of  their  importance,  are  they  not  these?  1.  The 
South.  2.  The  debt.  ’  3.  The  British  question.  4.  San  Domingo. 
5.  Appointments  and  personal  matters  generally.  Until  “the 
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South”  is  settled,  all  other  questions  are  subordinate  with  the  mass 
of  the  people  who  have  fought  the  antislavery  and  the  Union 
battle.  “The  debt”  overshadows  the  remaining  three.  Well, — 
for  I  get  prosy  —  the  people  believe  in  the  Administration  de¬ 
cidedly  on  the  first  two  questions.  A  great  majority  are  with 
it  on  the  British  question.  A  great  majority  regret  the  San 
Domingo  business  and  differ  from  U.  S.  G.,  but  will  accept  it; 
and  as  to  the  fifth  [question]  a  majority,  a  vast  majority,  were 
vexed  about  the  A.  T.  Stewart,  the  Sickles,  the  Cox,  the  Sumner, 
the  Cameron,  and  the  relations  affairs.  But  each  and  all  of  these 
are  merely  sensations  of  the  day,  and  do  not  and  will  not  mate¬ 
rially  affect  the  public  judgment  as  long  as  the  Administration 
is  right  on  the  South  and  the  Democracy  wrong. 

If,  by  nominations  and  conduct,  the  Democrats  could  lay  out 
of  sight  the  old  questions  relating  to  Reconstruction,  the  Rebel¬ 
lion,  etc.,  their  chance  would  be  good.  But  will  they  ?  There 
is  not  a  symptom  of  their  doing  it.  They  obviously  seek  power 
mainly  to  undo  what  the  Nation  has  done.  The  blunders  of  the 
Republicans  are  many  and  mortifying;  but  thus  far  the  Demo¬ 
crats  have  been  so  big  a  blunder  and  crime,  that  sensible  people 
will  still  oppose  them  in  the  only  effective  way,  by  supporting 
the  Republicans. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B:  Hayes. 

P.  S.  —  I  go  out  of  politics  with  the  end  of  this  term.  The 
old  questions  interested  me  so  much  that  the  new  ones  seem 
small.  Why  be  in  a  worry  and  make  oneself  unhappy  on  a 
question  between  a  crotchety  old  man  like  Sumner  and  such  a 
statesman  as  Cameron?  It  is  as  bad  as  the  squabbles  in  Wash¬ 
ington’s  or  Jackson’s  Cabinets.  Let  them  slide.  The  country  is 
safe. 

Charles  Nordhoff. 

Columbus,  March’  15,-1871. 

My  dear  Sir  :  —  I  am  exceedingly  obliged  by  your  prompt¬ 
ness.  The  portrait  of  General  Hamer  arrived  safely  this  morn¬ 
ing,  and  is  now  in  my  office.  Several  of  General  Hamer’s  old 
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friends  just  called,  and  had  the  satisfaction  of  again  looking 
upon  his  much  loved  features. 

I  will  have  it  promptly  copied,  and  returned  to  you  as  soon  as 
the  copy  is  finished. 

Can  you  give  me  the  place  and  date  of  General  Hamer’s  birth, 
the  date  of  the  portrait,  etc.,  etc.?  I  have  failed  to  find  a  satis¬ 
factory  sketch  of  General  Hamer’s  life.  Can  you  refer  me  to 
any? 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

William  Louden,  Esquire, 

Mount  Vernon,  Indiana. 


March  16,  1871.  —  Having  resolved  to  quit  the  race  for  polit¬ 
ical  promotion,  I  can  now  look  at  the  current  events  in  political 
affairs  without  the  bias  created  by  personal  interest.  The  sen- 
atorship  to  be  decided  this  year  in  Ohio  seems  to  be  as  likely 
to  fall  to  me,  if  I  enter  the  struggle  for  it,  as  to  any  other  Re¬ 
publican.  But  the  great  questions  which  have  so  occupied  my 
thoughts  and  enlisted  my  feelings  —  the  great  questions  of  free¬ 
dom  for  the  slaves  and  the  unity  of  the  Nation,  liberty  and  na¬ 
tionality,  are  now  settled.  No  political  or  party  revolutions  can 
unsettle  the  established  facts,  that  all  men  are  to  have  in  this 
country  equal  civil  and  political  rights,  and  that  the  United 
States  form  one  people,  one  nation. 

The  small  questions  of  today  about  taxation,  appointments, 
etc.,  etc.,  are  petty  and  uninteresting.  I  cannot  consent,  after 
having  borne  my  part  in  the  glorious  struggle  against  slavery 
during  the  last  seventeen  years,  now  to  endure  the  worry  and 
anxiety  belonging  to  political  life  for  the  sake  of  the  honors  of 
office  merely,  and  without  subjects  interesting  me  deeply 
involved  in  the  struggles.  I  do  not  expect  or  desire  to  withdraw 
from  all  interest  and  participation  in  passing  events.  It  is  simply, 
I  am  out  of  the  race  for  promotion.  I  am  not  a  candidate,  and 
shall  avoid  being  made  one,  for  the  senatorship  or  for  any  other 
high  office. 

The  Administration  of  Grant  has  been  faithful  on  the  great 
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question  of  the  rights  of  the  colored  people,  and  has  been  suc¬ 
cessful  in  dealing  with  the  debt.  These  are  the  great  matters, 
and  for  this  the  people  ought  to  sustain  it.  The  San  Domingo 
business  is  a  blunder.  It  ought  not  to  have  been  entered  upon  at 
all  at  present,  and  if  entered  upon  it  ought  not  to  have  been 
pushed  in  a  way  to  offend  needlessly  the  men  of  the  party  who 
opposed  it. 

The  personal  affairs  of  the  Administration  have  been  badly 
managed  in  many  instances.  General  Grant’s  acceptance  of 
gifts  from  friends  ought  not  to  have  been  followed  by  promotion 
of  the  givers.  Better  not  to  have  taken  the  gifts,  but  taking 
them  ought  to  have  disqualified  the  givers.  Grant  is  not  a  man 
of  policy.  Senator  Henry  Wilson  says  he  is  no  politician.  He 
does  openly,  instantly,  without  regard  to  effect  or  time,  what  he 
thinks  ought  to  be  done.  His  quarrel  with  Sumner  has  been 
wretchedly  managed.  Sumner  has  no  prduence  and  was  de¬ 
stroying  himself  by  his  unreasonable  and  violent  speeches  and 
conduct.  But  he  is  made  a  martyr  of  and  Grant  weakened  by 
his  removal  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations.  If  he 
had  instead  been  given  full  rope,  he  would  have  hanged  himself. 

This  trouble  for  the  first  time  leads  sober  people  to  consider 
the  question  whether  Grant  ought  to  be  renominated.  Hitherto 
the  wise  heads  have  been  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  he  must  be. 
Probably  this  [Summer  affair]  will  blow  over.  Disgust  and  op¬ 
position  on  account  of  mere  personal  affairs  are  short-lived,  and 
not  of  wide  influence.  If  we  were  rid  of  San  Domingo  this 
breach  would  soon  heal,  if  no  new  co-uses  of  dissatisfaction  anise. 

I  fear  that  such  advisers  as  Chandler,  Cameron,  and  Conkling 
are  too  influential  with  Grant.  They  are  not  safe  counsellors. 
I  hope  that  the  disasters  sure  to  follow  this  Sumner  blunder 
will  make  them  pause  and  reflect.  Otherwise  a  new  candidate, 
or  defeat,  —  perhaps,  defeat  in  any  event,  —  awaits  the  Re¬ 
publican  party  in  1872. 

But  I  hope  better  things.  The  Administration  can  yet  save 
itself.  In  any  event,  I  rejoice  that  I  long  since  decided  to  quit 
the  struggle  for  political  promotion. 
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Private. 

Columbus,  March  17,  1871. 

Dear  Sir:  —  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  15th.  There 
is  no  reason  why  I  should  do  you  the  smallest  injustice.  I  cer¬ 
tainly  am  not  disposed  to  be  otherwise  than  square  with  you.  I 
can  think  of  no  reason  why  you  should  deal  unfairly  with  me. 
I  therefore  abstain  from  comments  on  your  letter  and  its  tone. 

Let  me  state  the  affair  as  I  see  it:  You  explained  to  me  that 
you  were  going  to  the  South  to  enter  into  important  business, 
and  that  you  wished  a  letter  to  be  used  there.  You  handed  me 
a  letter  from  Mr.  F —  and  I  followed  it,  or  intended  to  fol¬ 
low  it,  substantially  if  not  literally.  I  gave  you  the  same  com¬ 
mendation  that  you  received  in  the  letter  you  presented.  You 
now  seem  disposed  to  complain  of  Mr.  F — ’s  letter.  You 
speak  of  it  as  “a  very  conservative  and  qualified  one.”  You 
may  be  justified  in  complaining  of  it,  but  I  fail  to  perceive  how 
you  can  complain  of  me  for  adopting  its  language  when  you 
endorsed  it  as  satisfactory  by  delivering  it  to  me  as  the  basis 
upon  which  you  asked  an  introductory  letter  from  me. 

I  write  this  without  the  least  unfriendly  feeling.  You  say, 
and  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  it,  that  your  “business  integrity 
and  character  as  a  man  was  unimpeachable.”  Now  I  beg  to  as¬ 
sure  you  that  if  the  letter  you  produced  had  contained  those 
words,  I  should  have,  in  substance,  adopted  them.  In  writing 
your  letter  I  followed  not  merely  my  usual  habit,  but,  as  I  be¬ 
lieve,  the  usage  of  business  men  generally,  when  introducing  a 
stranger,  viz.,  I  gave  the  same  statements  which  were  made  to 
me  in  the  letter  handed  me.  If  there  is  anything  wrong  in  this, 
I  repeat,  I  do  not  see  it. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Major  S.  W.  Dorsey, 

Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Columbus,  March  22,  1871. 

My  dear  Sir: —  .  .  .  Nothing  settled  yet  about  my  suc¬ 

cessor.  It  seems  not  unlikely  that  Governor  Dennison  may  be 
put  in  harness  again,  if  he  will  '  consent.  Mr.  G — ’s  [Gal- 
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loway’s]  friends  are  ready  as  usual.  But  we  must  not  have 
many  more  mistakes  at  Washington  or  our  candidate  will  be 
second  in  the  race.  The  fight  is  not  yet  lost,  but  etc.,  etc. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  N.  H.  Swayne, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Columbus,  March  27,  1871. 

My  dear  Sir:  — Mr.  I.  N.  Morris  of  Illinois,  has  for  years 
been  urging  the  payment  of  a  “two  per  cent  fund”  due  from  the 
United  States  to  Illinois.  Ohio  is  in  the  same  position  in  regard 
to  it.  I  will  not  waste  words  about  the  matter.  But  my  atten¬ 
tion  was  drawn  to  it  three  years  ago  by  Mr.  Morris  and  I  an t 
entirely  satisfied  that  he  is  right,  and  that  Ohio  ought  to  receive 
a  large  sum  on  account  of  the  same  claim.  I  write  merely  to 
ask  you  to  aid  Mr.  Morris  and  to  see  that  our  Ohio  members 
are  all  posted.  The  claim  is  meritorious,  and  there  is  a  fair 
prospect  of  getting  it.  You  may  show  this  letter  to  anybody. 
It  is  written  merely  to  arrest  your  attention  to  the  claim. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  Job  E.  Stevenson,  M.  C. 


April  10,  1871.  —  Grant’s  message  on  San  Domingo,  our  un¬ 
expected  success  in  Connecticut,  and  in  town  elections  in  Ohio, 
put  the  Republican  party  again  in  the  front,  with  a  future  by  no 
means  dark. 

Whose  is  this  quotation  ?  —  “He  who  lives  a  great  truth  is 
incomparably  greater  than  he  who  but  speaks  it.” 


Columbus,  April  10,  1871. 

Dear  Sir:  —  I  was  much  gratified  to  get  a  day  or  two  ago 
from  my  cousin,  Mary  Birchard,  your  letter  to  her  giving  some 
facts  about  our  ancestors  which  I  did  not  know.  Your  grand¬ 
father  was,  as  I  understand  it,  my  great-grandfather.  But  I 
could  never  before  learn  his  first  name.  I  am  desirous  to  know 
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more  about  him.  Where  was  he  born,  where  did  he  live,  and 
die?  and  the  names  of  his  children  in  the  order  of  their  births. 
I  suppose  he  lived  at  Mansfield,  Connecticut,  and  that  your  father 
was  named  Amasa,  and  was  one  of  the  youngest  sons.  Is  any¬ 
thing  known  of  your  grandfather’s  military  service  —  how  long 
he  was  in  the  army,  in  what  regiment,  from  what  town,  in  what 
battles,  etc.,  etc.  I  have  learned  quite  positively  some  of  the 
facts  about  the  earlier  history  of  the  family  which  I  give  you 
on  another  sheet. 

Please  write  soon  and  oblige  your  kinsman, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 


The  first  Birchard  who  came  to  this  country  was  named 
Thomas.  He  arrived  in  Boston  in  the  ship  True  Love  in  1635 
with  his  wife  Elizabeth,  and  six  children.  Only  one  son  and 
his  name  was  John.  The  name  was  spelled  variously  —  Burcher, 
Birchwood,  Burcherd,  etc.,  etc.  But  John  grew  to  be  a  man  of 
much  intelligence  and  had  a  good  standing  for  many  years  at 
Norwich.  He  was  a  teacher,  a  town  clerk  eighteen  years,  a  jus¬ 
tice  of  the  peace,  and  Representative.  His  writings  still  exist. 
He  spelled  the  name  Birchard.  He  married  Christian  Andrews 
and  had  eight  children  who  grew  up  and  had  families.  Six  were 
sons.  James,  born  in  1665,  married  Elizabeth  Beckwith  and 
had  three  sons  who  grew  up.  John,  born  in  1704,  was  the  father 
of  your  grandfather  Elias.  The  Birchards  moved  from  Nor¬ 
wich  to  Lebanon  about  1700;  and  the  later  families  have  lived 
in  that  place,  Mansfield,  Windham,  etc.,  etc.;  and  for  a  hundred 
years  past  their  descendants  have  been  scattering  throughout 
the  United  States. 

If  you  ever  come  to  Ohio  I  shall  be  glad  to  have  you  visit 
me.  .  .  . 

Please  give  me  the  names  and  births  of  your  own  family,  as 
well  as  of  your  father’s,  and  greatly  oblige. 

Sincerely, 


N.  Birchard, 

Belmont,  Michigan. 


H. 
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April  13  1871.  —  Mr.  Charles  T.  Webber,  of  Cincinnati,  this 
day  finished  a  portrait  of  Lucy.  She  will  be  forty  years  old 
next  August.  Also  a  picture  of  me  with  little  Fanny  sitting  in 
my  lap  Fanny  will  be  four  next  September.  I  will  [shall]  be 
forty-nine  next  October.  The  picture  of  Lucy  is  like  her  when 
flushed  with  the  excitement  and  pleasure  of  society.  Mine  is 
correct  in  the  drawing.  The  dull  expression  is  no  doubt  natural . 
Little  Fanny  is  correct  in  the  drawing  except  possibly  the  nose 
is  not  straight  enough,  and  the  mouth  is  not  quite  hers.  The 
nose  is  too  knobby  at  the  end.  Fanny  is  prettier  than  her  pic¬ 
ture.* 


Columbus,  April  18,  1871. 

Dear  General:  — I  have  always  been  fond  of  reading 
speeches.  I  had  read  all-  of  Webster’s  that  came  within  my  reach 
long  before  I  ever  heard  of  forming  a  style.  While,  therefore, 

I  never  read  Webster  for  the  purpose  of  learning  language  or 
style,  no  doubt  I  have  in  some  degree  got  in  the  habit  of  copying 
the  structure  of  sentences  and  phrases  and  words  peculiar  to 
him.  I  am  so  familiar  with  his  speeches  and  writings,  that  I 
often  use  not  merely  words  but  phrases  from  him,  and  many 
a  time  I  have  gone  over  what  I  have  written  and  changed  words, 
etc.,  not  probably  for  the  better,  because  I  saw  I  was  quot¬ 
ing.  His  writings,  etc.,  etc.,  are  more  stately  than  they  should 
be,  full  of  merit  as  they  are.  Under  advice  I  did  read  and  study 
Junius  and  Burke  for  style.  But  more  words,  and  what  not  of 
that  sort,  are  in  my  mind  from  Byron  than  from  any  other 
author.  Short  words,  pithy  sentences  are  caught  from  him. 
Long  paragraphs  of  great  beauty  occur  in  Byron’s  poetry  with 
scarcely  a  word  longer  than  a  monosyllable. 

General  P—  and  I  must  have  been  in  a  frame  of  mind  fit¬ 
ting  us  for  membership  in  a  mutual  admiration  society.  I  was 
particularly  pleased  with  his  speech.  The  feeling  running 
through  it  was  touching,  and  the  whole  thing  of  the  finest.  Yes, 
I  am  a  believer  in  Duluth,  and  am  betting  my  share  of  a  ten- 

*  Mr.  Hayes  was  too  kindly  and  uncritical  in  his  judgment.  Neither 
picture  possesses  any  merit. 
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thousand-dollar  building  that  it  will  be  a  city.  If  I  had  more 
to  spare,  I  would  risk  more. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

P.  S.  —  Carl  Schurz  says  he  formed  his  style  by  translating 
Junius  into  German  and  back  again  into  English.  His  style  you 
will  notice  is  peculiar  in  using  obsolete  words  and  idiomatic 
expressions  of  great  force. 

General  M.  F.  Force, 

Cincinnati. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  April  29,  1871. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  A  severe  inflammation  of  one  of  my  eyes 
compels  me  to  make  my  reply  to  your  esteemed  favor  in  regard 
to  the  governorship  very  brief.  I  long  since,  in  conversation, 
announced  my  wish  and  purpose  to  withdraw  from  the  race  for 
important  positions  in  public  affairs.  I  meant  this  announce¬ 
ment  to  apply  both  to  the  office  I  now  hold  and  to  the  senator- 
ship.  That  purpose  remains  unchanged.  I  shall,  of  course, 
not  cease  to  take  an  interest  in  politics,  and  am  very  likely  to  be 
a  candidate  for  subordinate  positions. 

I  feel  very  grateful  to  you  for  your  kindness,  and  for  the 
handsome  notice  of  me  in  your  paper. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Mr.  John  Hopley, 

Bucyrus,  Ohio. 

Columbus,  May  5,  1871. 

My  dear  Nordhoff:  —  Your  article  on  the  Ohio  governor¬ 
ship  is  of  course  satisfactory  to  me,  but  you  will  not  object  to 
two  corrections.  I  have  not  been  and  shall  not  be  a  candidate 
for  renomination.  I  probably  could  without  effort  have  been 
renominated.  But  usage  and  personal  inclination  were  against  it. 

The  more  serious  error  is:  You  omit  to  name  the  Republican 
candidate  who  is  morally  certain  of  the  nomination  and  election. 
General  Edward  F.  Noyes  of  Cincinnati,  a  brave  and  popular 
soldier  who  lost  a  leg  in  the  Atlanta  campaign,  an  eloquent  and 
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attractive  speaker,  and  a  gentleman  of  integrity  and  purity  of 
character,  will,  I  think,  without  question  be  nominated.  He  is 
the  sort  of  man  you  would  support  heartily  if  you  lived  in 
Ohio.  He  can’t  be  beaten  either  in  the  convention  or  election. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Charles  Nordhoff, 

Evening  Post,  New  York  City. 

Washington,  D.  C.,  May  7,  1871. 

My  Darling  :  —  We  are  at  the  Arlington.  It  is  almost  empty. 
All  the  better,  as  we  get  the  best  of  rooms  and  attendance. 

I  did  not  understand  that  Mrs.  Swayne  had  fully  ar¬ 
ranged  to  have  me  at  her  house  here.  Otherwise  I  would  have 
arranged  to  suit.  The  judge  met  me  at  the  depot.  It  was  awk¬ 
ward  to  refuse,  but  it  is  all  right  now.  I  spent  a  pleasant  even¬ 
ing  with  them  last  night.  Their  house  is  pretty,  and  is  in  a  loca¬ 
tion  which  improves  rapidly.  Washington  will  realize  my  pre¬ 
diction.  It  will,  if  it  remains  the  capital,  be  the  finest  city  in 
the  world  in  a  century  or  two.  . 

I  see  no  reason  here  to  regret  our  choice  and  decision.  We 
are  quite  sound  in  that  matter.  Out  of  public  life  is  independ¬ 
ence.  There  may  be  times  of  loneliness  and  lack  of  excitement, 
but  the  general  result  must  be  good.  .  .  .  With  much  love. 

Affectionately, 

R. 

Mrs.  Hayes. 

Columbus,  May  29,  1871. 

My  dear  Guy:  —  Your  letter  was  very  welcome.  Chills  and 
fever  and  their  consequence,  inflamed  eyes,  have  kept  me  out  of 
my  office  and  away  from  my  desk  for  a  good  part  of  a  month. 
My  health  is  in  other  respects  excellent,  never  better.  I  weigh 
one  hundred  and  seventy-five  pounds,  and  am  likely  to  be  quite  a 
chunky,  fat  old  fellow.  We  could  have  a  fine  chat  on  old  times, 
politics,  college  and  other  friends  if  we  could  meet.  Do  come 
North.  I  will  go  with  you  to  Kenyon  and  roam  over  the  old 
hill  and  the  banks  of  Owl  Creek  as  of  yore. 
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There  was  never  a  time  since  1840  when  we  were  probably 
nearer  together  in  politics.  I  am  a  Republican,  and  whatever 
views  I  have,  I  shall  try  to  support  in  that  party.  On  amnesty, 
I  am  with  Greeley;  on  tariff,  with  the  New  York  Evening  Post. 
You  can  guess  the  rest.  I  retire  Irom  public  life  definitely  with 
the  end  of  my  present  term.  I  long  for  freedom  and  independ¬ 
ence.  My  family  and  private  affairs  will  be  my  care  hereafter. 
If  I  take  public  employment  it  will  be  as  an  incidental  matter. 
No  more  ambition. 

Uncle  is  past  seventy  and  in  tolerable  health  —  cheerful  and 
social.  Buttles  is  doing  well,  with  an  occasional  relapse  of  short 
duration.  My  daughter  is  the  pet  of  the  house  —  four  nearly. 
A  boy  of  four  months  is  his  mother’s  pet.  Birch  in  college.  But 
my  eyes  must  apologize  for  shortness. 

Do  write  oftener.  I  had  almost  given  you  up. 

As  ever, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  Guy  M.  Bryan, 

Little  Rock,  Arkansas. 

Personal. 

Columbus,  May  29,  1871. 

My  dear  Joel:  —  I  was  much  gratified  to  receive  your  kind 
letter  of  the  10th.  Chills  and  fever,  and  as  a  consequence,  in¬ 
flamed  eyes  have  prevented  an  earlier  reply.  I  went  up  the 
Shenandoah  Valley  two  weeks  ago,  visiting  the  battle  scenes  of 
1864,  hoping  to  benefit  [my]  health,  as  well  as  to  revive  recol¬ 
lections  of  stirring  events.  I  am  now  nearly  well  again. 

I  congratulate  you  and  Mrs.  Joel  on  your  new  happiness. 
We  also  have  another  boy,  now  three  and  a  half  months  old. 
A  healthy,  well-behaved  little  fellow.  It  will  not  be  possible 
to  visit  New  York  this  season,  I  think. 

I  am  looking  forward  to  a  release  from  public  life  and  to 
freedom  as  hopefully  as  a  schoolboy  to  his  coming  vacation, 
or  a  soldier  to  a  furlough.  I  retire  absolutely.  I  shall  make 
no  attempt  to  go  higher.  If  I  ever  accept  public  employment 
again  it  will  be  incidental  and  for  special  reasons,  not  as  falling 
within  the  line  of  my  life  as  now  chosen. 
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I  shall  always  cherish  you  as  one  of  the  true  friends,  and  shall 
be  interested  in  whatever  befalls  you.  .  .  . 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Joseph  A.  Joel, 

New  York  City. 


June  4,  1871.  —  Made  a  successful  little  speech  at  the  pioneer 
festival  of  Franklin  County  at  the  Fair  Ground  yesterday.  Read 
extracts  from  old  letters  of  Cass,  Gallatin,  Mason,  John  Jacob 
Astor,  and  others,  illustrating  points  of  character,  early  incidents, 
etc.,  etc. 


Columbus,  June  4,  1871. 

Dear  Uncle: —  .  .  .  I  saw  Colonel  Noble  at  the  pioneer 

festival  looking  as  brisk  and  hearty  as  ever.  Orange  Johnson  and 
old  man  Stewart,  Heyl  and  Leiby  were  also  present.  Old  Mr. 
Heyl  told  me  that  Governor  Worthington  was  arrested  on  a 
capias  for  taking  a  fence  down  from  the  State  House  yard  and  so 
exposing  a  crop  of  corn  belonging  to  a  man  who  had  rented  it! 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 

Columbus,  June  5,  1871. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  Your  interest  in  the  Hobatty  case,  expressed 
when  you  were  here  last  week,  leads  me  to  write  you  briefly  in 
regard  to  it.  The  first  publication  in  regard  to  it  reached  me 
yesterday  in  the  Miami  County  Democrat.  The  facts  given  in 
that  account  of  the  crime  are  totally  different  from  the  represen¬ 
tations  made  to  me.  In  such  cases  I  must  of  necessity  rely 
largely  on  the  judges  and  prosecuting  attorneys  whose  duty  it  is 
to  administer  criminal  justice  in  the  locality  of  the  offences. 

I  send  you  extracts  from  the  letters  of  the  judge  of  your  dis¬ 
trict  and  the  prosecuting  attorney  of  your  county,  which  show 
sufficiently  the  ground  on  which  I  acted.  The  case  they  make 
was  one  of  manslaughter  only.  For  this  crime  eleven  years  in 
the  penitentiary  is  ample  punishment,  particularly  in  view  of 
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the  prisoner’s  good  conduct  and  character  in  the  penitentiary  as 
shown  by  letters  from  the  last  warden,  General  Walcutt,  and 
the  present  warden,  Colonel  Burr,  extracts  from  which  I  also 
give  you.  I  trust  Hobatty  is  a  reformed  man  and  will  prove 
himself  a  good  citizen. 

I  do  not  wish  this  letter  f*iblished,  but  you  may  show  it  to 
the  editor  of  the  Democrat,  if  you  wish.  I  always  prefer  that 
the  justification  of  my  official  acts  should  stand  on  the  official 
records,  and  not  on  my  arguments  in  their  defence. 

If  a  public  man  makes  an  honest  mistake,  it  is  safe  to  leave 
it  with  an  intelligent  public,  who  will  be  ready  to  appreciate 
the  whole  affair  much  better  if  he  does  not  make  too  much  fuss 
about  it.  In  this  case  I  heard  also  many  verbal  statements  from 
gentlemen,  whose  positions  and  reputations  are  good,  sustain¬ 
ing  the  views  of  the  judge  and  prosecutor.  But  “something  too 
much  of  this.” 


Sincerely  your  friend, 

Honorable  John  F.  McKinney, 

Piqua,  Ohio. 

Personal. 


R.  B.  Hayes. 


Columbus,  June  9,  1871. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  I  am  exceedingly  obliged  for  your  letter,  and 
the  notice  of  the  affair  in  the  Democrat.  I  appreciate  your 
friendship  in  this  matter,  and  thank  you  heartily. 

It  is  of  course  no  use  to  debate  it.  But  a  talk  with  Dr.  Byers, 
former  chaplain  of  the  Ohio  Penitentiary,  leads  me  to  strongly 
suspect  that  the  public  and  yourself  are  in  error  as  to  the  case. 
He  says  Hobatty  always  impressed  him,  and  all  around  him,  as 
an  honest,  good  fellow,  with  no  murder  in  him.  I  shall  think 
of  the  case  hereafter,  and  form  my  final  opinion  according  to 
Hobatty’s  conduct.  If  he  becomes  a  good  citizen,  I  shall  think 
the  pardon  was  right  and  public  opinion  wrong.  If  he  turns 
out  a  villain,  of  course,  I  give  it  up. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  J.  F.  McKinney. 

10 
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Columbus,  June  9,  1871. 

My  dear  Sir  :  —  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  5^- 
on  my  return  from  a  short  absence  this  morning.  I  will  see  what 
can  be  done.  My  impression  is  that  the  best  thing  that  can  be 
said  of  our  management  under  the  General  Assembly  of  1870-71 
is  that  it  is  a  vast  improvement  on  its  predecessor,  and  would 
have  been  still  better  if  it  had  been  distinctly  Republican  instead 
of,  practically,  a  tie.  The  main  issue  this  fall  will  be  national. 
The  “new  departure,”  results  of  the  war,  their  acceptance,  etc., 
etc. 

By  the  by,  can  you  send  me  the  taxation  or  tariff  resolution 
which  passed  the  House  so  strongly?  Would  it  not  do  for  our 
plank  on  that  head  ? 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  William  Lawrence, 

Belief ontaine,  Ohio. 


June  11,  1871.  —  Visited  Cincinnati  last  week.  The  late  Demo¬ 
cratic  convention  with  its  new  departure  (a  trap  to  catch  Repub¬ 
lican  votes)  has  destroyed  the  chances  of  its  party.  Our  folks  are 
squabbling  in  Cincinnati  over  the  question  of  governor.  Noyes 
is  the  general  favorite  in  the  State,  but  in  Cincinnati  he  is  op¬ 
posed  with  much  bitterness  by  an  influential  part  of  the  Repub¬ 
lican  organization.  I  tried  to  harmonize  the  opposing  elements, 
and  to  secure  to  Noyes  the  united  support  of  the  county.  The 
absence  of  two  important  adversaries  of  Noyes,  Eggleston  and 
Alexander  C.  Sands,  prevented  me  from  doing  much.  I  hope 
however  that  something  was  accomplished. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  June  n,  1871. 

Dear  Uncle: — .  .  .  The  restored  bonds  in  Uncle  Roger’s 

case  have  all  been  received.  They  amounted  to  over  nine  thou¬ 
sand  dollars  and  at  present  rates  would  sell  for  a  little  over  ten 
thousand  dollars.  I  shall  borrow  about  five  thousand  dollars 
of  it,  I  suppose.  I  have  paid  off  the  Deshler  note,  and  will  send 
it  to  you.  I  am  to  pay  Uncle  Austin  7  per  cent  semiannually, 


GOVERNOR  OF  OHIO  — 1871 


147 


and  to  give  you  or  Platt  as  security.  I  will  come  up  and  ar¬ 
range  it  in  two  or  three  weeks. 

You  have  perhaps  noticed  that  Doctor  Joe  [Webb]  has  been 
appointed  the  Superintendent  of  Longview  Asylum.  I  am  glad 
of  it.  It  is  altogether  the  best  position  for  a  physician  in  Ohio. 
It  is  a  county  and  city  affair,  with  a  partial  control  in  the  State. 
The  place  is  more  permanent  and  better  paid  than  anything 
else  of  the  sort  we  have.  Being  under  a  board  of  city  men  they 
are  liberal  in  all  respects.  The  pay  is  thirty-five  hundred  dollars, 
and  the  officer  is  allowed  absolutely  everything  but  his  clothing  — 
servants,  carriage,  and  horses,  house  rent,  and  living  all  com¬ 
plete.  The  only  drawback  is  health,  and  the  doctor  thinks  he 
can  make  that  what  it  should  be.  He  got  it  [the  appointment] 
without  pushing,  and  without  either  Matthews  or  I  [me]  inter¬ 
fering.  I  did  not  know  of  it. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 


June  12,  1871.  —  The  way  I  put  the  new  departure  of  the 
Democracy  is  this :  The  important  question  is  what  will  the 
Democratic  party  do  on  the  subject  of  the  Constitutional  Amend¬ 
ments  if  they  obtain  complete  power  in  the  Government  in  all 
its  departments?  If  they  get  power  in  the  Supreme  Court,  in 
Congress,  and  in  the  Executive  Department,  what  will  they  do? 
Will  they  maintain  and  enforce  the  Amendments  or  will  they 
overthrow  them?  The  object  of  the  platform  of  their  June  i 
convention  is  to  persuade. the  people  that  they  are  sound  on  this 
question;  that  they  may  safely  be  trusted  with  it;  that  they  will 
faithfully  obey  and  enforce  the  Amendments.  I  take  issue  with 
them  on  this  question.  You  are  not  sound  and  you  are  not  to 
be  trusted.  I  say  with  the  Albany  Evening  Journal :  “The  voice 
is  the  voice  of  Jacob  but  the  hand  is  the  hand  of  Esau.” 


Columbus,  June  13,  1871. 

Dear  Uncle:  —  Tell  General  Buckland  that  I  think  it  is  not 
impossible  that  the  opposition  to  Noyes  in  Cincinnati  may  be 
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considerable.  If  so,  and  General  Noyes’  friends  give  it  up, 
there  will  be  a  disposition  on  all  sides  to  support  him  [Buck- 
land]  against  Galloway.  It  is  therefore  important  for  him  to 
have  in  the  convention  a  few  judicious,  firm,  knowing  friends 
to  look  after  his  interests.  He  will  of  course  not  quote  me.  I 
will  not  come  up  until  after  the  convention. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 

Columbus,  June  15,  1871. 

Dear  S — :  —  I  will  deny,  as  I  can  do  in  the  most  decided  way, 
the  new  departure  story  against  Noyes.  I  happened  to  be  there 
(Cincinnati)  when  the  affair  was  new  and  know  that  Noyes 
was  in  public  and  private  outspoken  and  square  against  it. 

I  see  my  name  in  the  Gazette  and  Commercial.  You  know, 
and  may  say,  what  I  have  all  along  said,  that  under  no  circum¬ 
stances  will  I  be  a  candidate  before  the  convention.  If  my  name 
is  offered  as  a  candidate  it  will  be  withdrawn.  Nothing  new 
here.  I  think  Noyes  is  safe. 

Sincerely, 

P.  S.  —  This  is  not  for  publication 
“private.”  —  H. 

R.  H.  Stephenson,  Esq., 

Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Columbus,  June  17,  1871. 

Dear  General:  —  Were  we  not  speaking  of  Senator  Fessen¬ 
den’s  parentage?  If  so,  in  the  memoir  I  spoke  of  in  the  April 
New  England  Genealogical  and  Historical  Register  I  find  this : 
His  father,  General  Samuel  Fessenden,  an  eminent  lawyer,  com¬ 
petitor  many  years  of  Simon  Greenleaf,  was  born  July  16,  1784, 
graduated  at  Dartmouth  in  1806,  married  December  16,  1813, 
Deborah  Chandler,  “a  direct  descendant  from  Governor  Wins¬ 
low,  by  whom  he  had  eleven  children.”  “Of  his  children,  viz., 
nine  sons  and  two  daughters  .  .  .  three  have  been  Members 

of  Congress,  viz.,  William  Pitt.”  If  this  were  all,  the  story  of 


R.  B.  Hayes. 
of  course,  but  not 
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the  illegitimacy  of  William  Pitt  Fessenden  would  seem  to  be 
unfounded.  But  farther  on:  “William  Pitt  Fessenden,  the 
eldest  son  of  General  Samuel  Fessenden  was  born 
October  6,  1806  —  the  same  year  his  father  graduated.  His 
mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Green,  and  a  native  of 
Boscawen,  was  an  attendant  upon  the  services  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  and  later  in  life  became  a  communicant  of  that  church. 
Her  infant  was  accordingly  baptized  agreeably  to  the  forms 
of  that  church,  and  Daniel  Webster,  an  acquaintance  of  the 
Fesendens,  was  its  godfather.”  “During  childhood  young  Pitt 
received  the  affectionate  care  of  his  father  and  stepmother.” 
Ask  some  Maine  man  about  this. 

Shocking,  Vallandigham’s  sudden  death.  He  will  be  remem¬ 
bered  more  kindly  as  a  martyr  to  his  professional  zeal. 


Sincerely, 


General  M.  F.  Force, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio. 


R.  B.  Hayes. 


Private  and  confidential. 

Columbus,  June  22,  1871. 

My  dear  Sir  :  —  In  the  case  of  Hobatty  it  is  represented  that 
“Hobatty  is  getting  drunk  and  raising  the  devil.”  His  pardon 
was  conditioned  on  his  keeping  sober.  Now  I  want  you  to  ascer¬ 
tain  the  facts.  If  he  gets  drunk  I  want  to  know  it,  and  the 
names  of  witnesses  by  whom  it  can  be  proved.  I  will  put  him 
back  in  the  penitentiary  promptly,  if  this  is  so.  Keep  this  strictly 
private. 

If  he  has  broken  the  condition  I  want  to  get  him  back  into 
prison  before  any  suspicion  is  excited  of  my  purpose.  I  want 
to  try  the  question,  if  it  is  to  be  tried,  here.  I  will  pay  all  costs 
of  your  investigation. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

W.  M.  Garvey, 

Piqua,  Ohio. 
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Private. 

Columbus,  June  23,  1871. 

Dear  Judge:  —  I  am  in  receipt  from  you  of  the  Coshocton 
Democrat  of  the  20th  containing  a  notice  of  the  pardon  of  Mr. 
Ketchum.  The  notice  is  a  friendly  one,  and  I  am  obliged  to 
you  and  to  the  editor  for  it.  But  it  is  right  that  you  and  Mr. 
Ketchum  should  know  the  precise  ground  of  the  pardon,  as 
the  question  stood  in  my  mind. 

Dr.  Loring  is  of  the  opinion  that  Mr.  Ketchum  stands  a  fair 
chance  of  recovering,  not  perfect  health,  but  a  fair  degree  of 
strength  —  sufficient  to  give  him  perhaps  many  years  of  life.  He 
was  clear  that  imprisonment  would  kill  him  —  probably  within 
three  months,  possibly  sooner,  but  that  it  was  quite  certain  he 
could  not  live  beyond  six  months  in  prison.  This  presented  to  me 
a  case  in  which,  practically,  the  sentence  against  Mr.  Ketchum 
was  a  sentence  of  death.  The  humanity  of  our  laws  does  not 
exact  that  penalty  for  Mr.  Ketchum’s  crime.  It  was  my  plain 
duty  to  give  him  a  chance  for  his  life.  His  pardon  is  given 
in  the  belief,  and  hope,  that  with  good  air,  kind  care,  and  the 
cheerfulness  which  freedom  will  give  him,  he  may  live.  I  hope 
to  hear  of  his  living  as  a  good  citizen  with  a  prospect  of  long  life. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  James  M.  Burt, 

West  Lafayette ,  Ohio. 

Columbus,  June  27,  1871. 

Dear  General:  — It  is  odd  about  Fessenden.  I  can’t  think 
who  it  was  I  talked  to  who  seemed  interested  in  the  affair. 
Webster  rode  in  a  snow-storm  twenty  miles  to  stand  godfather 
to  the  little  bastard,  William  P.,  and  was  terribly  angry  in  1852 
when  he  learned  that  in  the  Baltimore  Convention  Fessenden 
had  steadily  voted  for  Scott’s  nomination,  and  gave  no  vote  for 
him  (Webster).  He  alluded  to  the  ride  in  the  storm. 

The  convention  was  the  best  of  its  kind  I  have  known.  Noyes 
is  in  luck.  No  fears  of  the  result. 
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I  go  to  Vermont  —  a  hasty  trip  —  next  week.  To  Kenyon 
tomorrow.  Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

General  M.  F.  Force, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio. 


Columbus,  June  27,  1871. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  Accept  my  thanks  for  your  prompt  attention 
to  my  request  relating  to  Hobatty.  Send  me  the  bill  of  your 
officer,  or  pay  it  and  let  me  know  the  amount,  and  I  will  remit. 

The  person  who  called  at  my  office  told  Colonel  Neil  with 
great  positiveness  that  Hobatty  was  drunk  and  raising  Cain  in 
his  neighborhood.  No  doubt  there  is  much  misrepresentation 
about  the  whole  case.  But  I  shall  stand  to  the  opinion  that  his 
pardon  was  proper  if  he  makes  a  good  citizen,  otherwise,  other- 
WISE-  Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 


P.  S.  —  Keep  this  investigation  to  yourself.  —  H. 

W.  M.  Garvey, 

Piqua,  Ohio. 


Columbus,  June  27,  1871. 

My  dear  Sir  :  —  It  is  true  that  I  did  state  the  matter  you  refer 
to  in  the  presence  of  the  gentleman  named.  I  was  undoubtedly 
in  error.  The  mistake  arose  from  the  fact  that  gentlemen  from 
your  part  of  the  State,  Members  of  the  Legislature,  had  recom¬ 
mended,  or  named  to  me,  as  a  suitable  person,  the  gentleman 
mentioned,  and  I  confounded  your  recommendation  of  another 
person  with  theirs.  I  regret  the  blunder,  and  particularly  the 
annoyance  it  has  caused  you.  The  conversation  was  very  hurried, 
of  a  confidential  nature,  and  I  did  not  give  it  the  reflection  I 
ought.  Still,  I  should  no  doubt  have  repeated  the  same  thing 
if  occasion  had  offered  a  thousand  times,  for  I  did  not  doubt  its 
correctness  until  I  got  your  letter. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 


Honorable  N.  H.  Van  Vorhes, 
Athens,  Ohio. 


1  1  * 
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Albany,  July  n,  18/1.  —  Left  Fremont  yesterday  morning 
with  Uncle  Sardis  and  Miss  Sarah  Jane  Grant;  spent  the  night 
at  Buffalo,  and  reached  here  early  this  evening. 


Delavan  House,  Albany,  New  York, 

July  12,  1871. 

My  Darling  :  —  We  have  got  along  finely  thus  far.  The  raifis 
have  laid  the  dust.  The  weather  is  bright  and  beautiful.  Uncle 
stands  it  well  and  enjoys  it  well. 

Colonel  Mason  was  on  the  train  yesterday.  We  were  noticing 
the  great  speed  of  the  cars  and  timing  them.  Seeing  the  picture 
in  the  lid  of  my  watch  he  said :  “How  good  that  is.  That  is  the 
best  face  I  ever  saw  on  a  woman.  It  is  very  handsome.  It  is  a 
good  face.”  Don’t  that  take  your  breath  away?  But  he  is  no 
longer  a  widower !  He  is  married  now. 

We  go  to  Springfield  over  the  Berkshire  Hills  today,  and  pos¬ 
sibly  reach  Brattleboro  tonight. 

Sincerely  —  no,  affectionately, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Mrs.  Hayes. 

Fayetteville,  Vermont,  July  15,  1871. 

My  Darling: — .  .  .  The  village  is  the  perfection  of  a 

quiet  retreat  for  families  of  children  in  the  hot  weather.  The 
square  is  better  shaded  than  formerly.  I  can  see  in  imagination 
little  Fan  dancing  across  it.  Gentlemen  and  ladies  play  croquet 
wherever  they  please ;  the  air  is  bright  and  bracing.  The  finest 
thing  here  is  the  cemetery  —  a  small  affair  perched  on  a  pleasant 
hill,  overlooking  the  village.  No  expensive  work  but  substantial 
plain  stone  terraces  and  steps,  with  a  fair  proportion  of  hand¬ 
some  monuments  and  nothing  ugly  in  sight.  It  has  an  unusual 
number  of  soldiers’  graves  —  the  most  of  them  having  the  finest 
monuments,  and  ah  of  them  having  very  pretty  flags  marking 
them.  T  he  flags  are  a  size  or  two  larger,  and  in  particular  they 
have  wider  stripes,  than  those  we  generally  see.  They  give  the 
hill  a  peculiarly  pleasant  look.  There  are  just  trees  enough  of 
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all  sizes  —  maple,  pine,  fir,  elm,  and  beech.  The  view  of  hills, 
valleys,  and  village  is  uncommonly  fine. 

The  two  brother  [Sardis  and  Austin]  look  alike  more  than 
ever  before.  They  talk  over  old  times  with  the  help  of  slate  and 
pencil  [Austin  being  deaf],  very  easily.  It  is  a  happy  meeting 
for  both.  We  go  in  a  carriage  Monday  over  to  Wilmington, 
their  birthplace,  and  their  home  in  childhood. 

I  still  think  I  shall  start  back  so  as  to  reach  home  in  a  week 
or  so.  . 


Affectionately, 


R. 


Mrs.  Hayes. 


July  17.  Monday.  —  In  carriage,  with  Uncles  Austin  and 
Sardis  and  Mr.  Croker,  to  Wilmington.  Glorious  views  of 
Green  Mountain  scenery  in  Dover  en  route.  Reached  Wilming¬ 
ton  1  P.  M.  Half  a  mile  eastwardly  of  the  village,  visited  the 
old  burying-ground  where  Grandfather  Roger  Birchard’s  monu¬ 
ment  stands.  His  remains  are  where  he  died  at  Saratoga,  near 
the  High  Rock  Spring,  in  1805.  [Here  too  are  buried]  Grand¬ 
mother  Drusilla  Austin  Birchard,  also  my  great-grandparents, 
Daniel  Austin  and  Abigail  Phelps  Austin,  and  my  mother’s 
sister  and  brother,  Arabella  and  Lorenzo  Birchard. 

In  the  afternoon  visited  the  place  where  Uncle  Sardis  was 
born,  now  occupied  by  G.  C.  Hubbard,  about  two  miles  south¬ 
east  of  Wilmington.  A  noble  view  in  all  directions  westerly. 
The  large  flat  stone,  with  a  hole  in  it  for  the  bucket,  is  still 
over  the  well  as  in  the  days  of  seventy  years  ago.  The  house 
is  gone  but  the  cellar  and  its  walls  remain.  The  two  uncles 
were  boys  again.  The  seventy-year  old  and  the  seventy-seven 
year  old,  Sardis  and  Austin,  reminded  me  of  little  Fan  our  four- 
year  old,  when  she  is  in  one  of  her  happiest  frolics!  We  con¬ 
clude  to  stay  another  day.  At  night  with  M.  R.  Crosby,  town 
clerk,  looked  over  the  old  town  records  and  found  many  interest¬ 
ing  items  about  Grandfather. 

July  18,  1871.  Tuesday.  —  With  a  carriage  and  buggy  the 
whole  party  drove  out  to  the  place-  where  Grandmother,  after 
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the  death  of  her  first  husband  and  her  unfortunate  marriage 
to  Major  Lewis  Joy,  1809,  kept  tavern  on  the  old  stage  road 
to  Bennington  from  Brattleboro.  The  turnpike  is  now  aban¬ 
doned  and  fenced  up;  the  grass  is  growing  over  it.  The  house 
is  gone,  only  the  cellar  remains.  We  picked  raspberries  in  the 
cellar  which  was  under  the  room  where  father  and  mother  were 
married  in  1813. 

July  19.  Wednesday.  —  We  returned  to  Fayetteville  by  Ray 
Pond  and  the  big  elm  near  Pondville.  A  monstrous  tree,  only 
seventy-five  or  eighty  years  old  —  about  six  feet  in  diameter  and 
with  a  spread  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet,  vigorous,  beauti¬ 
ful,  and  still  growing.  Searched  the  county  records.  Found 
them  in  miserable  condition,  scattered,  torn,  damp,  and  dis¬ 
ordered. 

July  20,  1871.  —  Stage  with  Mary  and  Sarah  Jane  to  Brattle¬ 
boro.  I  bid  good-bye  to  the  girls  and  took  the  railroad  to  Hart¬ 
ford.  About  2:30  P.  M.  found  Charlie  Mead  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  a  member.  Fie  called  with  me  on  Governor 
Jewell,  a  stout,  florid-complexioned,  handsome  man,  whose  beau¬ 
tiful  gray,  almost  white,  hair  was  in  beautiful  contrast  with  his 
ruddy  young  face  and  bright  sparkling  eyes.  A  jolly  talk  of 
twenty  minutes,  and  left  feeling  like  saying  “Bully  for  Jewell.’' 
Went  onto  the  top  of  the  Charter  Oak  Insurance  building.  What 
a  noble  view!  What  improvements!  Paint,  grass,  and  trees! 
Visited  the  library  —  law  exclusively  —  Charles  J.  Hoadly, 
librarian.  Off  to  New  Britain;  saw  Fred  Mead,  a  handsome, 
promising  youngster  —  in  his  coat  sleeves,  —  clerk  in  the  Stanley 
rule  factory.  They  made  in  1870  one  hundred  dozen  daily  for 
the  year. 

Returning,  took  the  cars  for  Mansfield,  Connecticut,  at  Hart¬ 
ford  about  6  P.  M.  on  railroad  from  Hartford  to  Providence. 
Here  begins  my  search  after  my  great-grandfather,  Elias  Birch¬ 
ard.  I  knew  he  lived  somewhere  in  Mansfield,  and  died  about 
1781.  .  .  .  The  “Railway  Guide’’  did  not  show  precisely 

where  Mansfield  was,  but  a  look  at  the  map  satisfied  me  that 
it  was  in  the  direction  of  Norwich  from  Willimantic.  I  checked 
my  trunk  at  Hartford  to  Mansfield.  .  .  .  On  passing 
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Willimantic  I  inquired  of  the  conductor  for  a  “stop-off”  ticket  to 
Mansfield.  “Why,”  said  he,  “you  are  on  the  wrong  cars;  you 
are  going  directly  wrong.  You  should  have  gone  north  from 
Willimantic.”  “When  is  the  next  train  back?”  “At  four  A.  M. 
tomorrow.”  “Too  early  for  comfort.  How  far  from  [thej 
next  station  to  Mansfield?”  “About  ten  miles.”  “What  is  it?” 
“Windham,”  replied  the  conductor.  I  remembered  that  Wind¬ 
ham  joined  Mansfield,  and  what  was  better,  that  some  of  the 
early  Birchards  had  lived  in  Windham.  Here  was  my  oppor¬ 
tunity.  Not  so  bad  after  all.  So  at  Windham  off  I  hurried.  I 
leisurely  looked  about  before  deciding  what  hotel  I  would  patron¬ 
ize,  putting  on  an  indifferent  look  for  the  benefit  of  the  runners 
for  the  rival  inns.  The  cars  rolled  rapidly  away.  I  soon  in¬ 
quired  for  a  hotel,  when  one  of  the  idlers  told  me  there  was  none 
nearer  than  South  Windham,  two  miles  off.  This  was  Windham 
Station  and  Windham  Centre  was  six  miles  distant.  About  this 
time  I  discovered  a  carry-all  going  to  the  hotel  with  one  pas¬ 
senger  besides  the  driver.  I  got  in,  and  in  due  time  with  my 
patent  pedlar  companion  (a  pedlar  of  a  patent  shears,  for  Rus¬ 
sell  of  Clyde,  Ohio),  I  was  duly  delivered  at  a  fairish  country 
inn  in  the  village  of  [South]  Windham  about  ten  P.  M. 

The  landlord  said  there  was  no  livery  stable  in  the  village, 
but  thought  he  could  get  me  a  horse  to  drive  out  to  Windham 
Centre.  Without  my  trunk  which  was  ten  miles  off  at  Mans¬ 
field  station  or  “depot,”  I  was  in  bad  condition  for  the  night. 

July  21.  Friday.  —  After  a  tolerable  night’s  rest  got  up  in 
time  to  learn  before  breakfast  that  no  horse  and  buggy  could  be 
had  for  love  or  money.  The  next  best  thing  was  to  go  on  back 
to  Willimantic  at  8  A.  M. 

I  rode  three  and  a  half  miles  on  the  outside  of  the  hack  with  an 
intelligent,  communicative  driver,  who  gave  me  full  and  accurate 
information  about  the  villages,  roads,  trains,  and  people  of  the 
two  towns  of  Windham  and  Mansfield.  In  ten  minutes  after 
we  reached  Willimantic  I  was  in  a  good  buggy  on  the  road  to 
Mansfield  Centre,  well  posted  as  to  the  old  graveyards  and  town 
clerks,  present  and  past,  of  the  old  town.  About  io  A.  M.  I 
reached  an  old  graveyard  in  excellent  condition  near  the  centre 
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of  the  town  of  Mansfield.  Going  into  it,  I  found  many  stones 
whose  inscriptions  were  not  legible  from  age,  and  others  as  old 
as  1750.  The  curious  thing  was  the  number  of  stones  of  all 
ages  with  the  name  of  Barrows.  That  name  seemed  to  be  on  one- 
fourth  of  the  monuments.  No  Birchard  was  in  the  old  grave¬ 
yard.  The  village  of  Mansfield  Centre  was  a  fine  old  place, 
remarkable  for  its  large  maple  trees.  Many  were  three  feet, 
perhaps  almost  four  feet,  in  diameter,  and  with  their  aged 
rough  bark  resembled  white  oaks  in  looks  and  size. 

As  I  approached  the  village  I  was  told  that  the  town  clerk 
was  Bradley  M.  Sears,  and  that  he  lived  near  the  Baptist  Church 
about  two  miles  beyond  on  the  road  to  Mansfield  Depot.  I  had 
written  to  Sears  on  family  history  and  received  a  very  civil 
reply,  so  I  felt  at  home.  When  I  drew  near  the  church  I  saw 
a  large  number  of  men  hard  at  work  haying.  ...  I  asked 
if  Mr.  Sears  was  there.  A  young,  fine-looking,  athletic  man 
replied,  “That  is  my  name."  I  told  him  my  name  was  Hayes 
and  that  I  was  from  Ohio.  He  replied,  “Oh  yes,  Governor  Hayes, 
I  presume.  I  am  glad  to  see  you  here."  He  immediately  said, 
“I  will  go  with  you.”  We  went  back  to  Sears’  house.  The 
town  records  were  in  perfect  order,  and  went  back  to  the  first 
settlement  of  the  town.  There  were  a  number  of  vellum- 
covered  volumes  of  different  sizes  going  back  to  perhaps  A.  D. 
1700.  I  found  the  following  interesting  items  relating  to  the 
Birchard  family. 

After  finishing  the  examination  of  the  records,  Mr.  Sears 
and  I  rode  down  to  Mansfield  station  four  and  a  half  miles. 
There  I  rechecked  my  trunk  to  New  London.  We  returned  to 
Mr.  Sears’  via  Eaglesville.  We  had  a  substantial  lunch,  after 
which  I  bid  good-bye  to  Sears  and  drove  to  Willimantic  about 
six  miles,  via  Perkinsville  or  Pudding  Lane.  Mr.  Sears  directed 
me  to  Mr.  Martin’s,  where  I  was  to  learn  the  route  to  Samuel 
Perkins,  who  would  know  all  that  anybody  knew  about  the  old 
Birchard  homestead. 

I  found  Mr.  Perkins  living  in  a  small  white  house  near  a  con¬ 
siderable  tract  of  pretty  good  bottom-land.  He  was  raking  hay 
with  a  horse-rake.  His  daughter,  a  barefoot  child  of  perhaps 
ten  years  old,  was  riding  the  horse.  As  soon  as  I  made  known 
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my  business,  he  said,  “Yes,  yes,  you  have  come  to  the  right 
place.  There,”  pointing  to  a  wooded  elevation  about  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  distant,  “is  ‘Birchard  Hill.’  It  is  always  called  so, 
and  the  Birchard  house  stood  near  the  foot  of  that  hill.  I  never 
expected  to  see  a  Birchard  here.  They  are  gone  this  eighty  or 
a  hundred  years.  I  am  only  fifty-two,  but  I  have  heard  the  old 
people  talk.  There  is  a  song  about  the  hill  which  the  school 
children  sing.” 

Here  the  little  girl  broke  in,  “I  can  sing  it,”  and  she  sang:  — 

“We  come,  we  come  from  Federal  Street, 

We  come,  we  come  from  Perkinsville 
With  nimble  feet  over  Birchard  Hill, 

From  up  on  distant  Mansfield  Road, 

We  come  from  many  a  bright  abode 
From  many  a  pleasant  home.” 

Mr.  Perkins  told  me  I  could  easily  find  the  place  where  the 
house  once  stood  by  the  cellar.  As  I  left  he  urged  me  to  stay 
with  him ;  to  stop  when  I  came  again  that  way. 

I  easily  recognized  the  little  old  cellar,  grown  up  with  bushes. 
I  borrowed  an  axe  of  a  poor  woman  living  where  the  Perkins¬ 
ville  Road  entered  a  large  road  leading  to  Willimantic,  two  miles 
distant,  and  cut  a  couple  of  sticks  from  the  cellar.  The  place 
is  not  now  attractive.  The  neighborhood  is  full  of  Perkinses  — 
good  people. 

I  rode  to  Willimantic,  took  the  cars  for  New  London,  and  about 
9  P.  M.  was  safely  in  a  stateroom  on  the  beautiful  steamer  City 
of  Boston,  bound  for  New  York  City. 

July  22,  (Saturday),  i8ji.  —  Awoke  on  the  City  of  Boston 
as  we  approached  New  York.  Sailed  around  the  lower  end  of 
the  city,  Castle  Garden,  and  up  North  River  above  Chambers 
Street  to  Dock  40.  What  a  noble  site  for  a  city!  What  scenery, 
what  business  facilities!  Nothing  like  it,  I  am  sure,  on  the 
globe.  Walked  up  Broadway  a  few  squares,  gazed  at  the 
elevated  railway  in  Greenwich  Street,  now  thought  to  be  a 
failure,  got  breakfast,  and  at  9  A.  M.  took  the  cars  on  the 
Erie  Railroad. 
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Cleveland,  Ohio,  July  23,  1871. 

Dear  Uncle:  —  I  reached  here  this  morning.  ...  I 
stopped  at  Hartford  and  spent  three  or  four  hours  with  Charley 
Mead  .  .  .  and  left  that  evening  for  the  home  of  your 

fathers  —  Mansfield.  I  spent  one  day  there  most  happily. 
.  .  .  The  town  is  a  fine  old  Yankee  region  with  three  things 

noticeable:  1.  Big  maple  trees  in  the  roads  as  large  as  your 
oaks,  nearly.  2.  Not  a  tavern  in  the  town.  3.  Friendly  and 
hospitable  people. 

I  found  the  following  facts  about  the  Birchards:  Joseph, 
Daniel,  and  Elias  moved  into  the  town  from  Hartford  County 
in  I757-  Elias  bought  two  hundred  acres  of  land  in  the  south¬ 
western  part  of  the  town  and  married  Sarah  Jacobs  in  1758. 
He  had  daughters  and  sons  —  daughters  were  Sarah  and  Martha. 
In  1777  he  sold  out  in  Mansfield  and  moved  back  to  Hartford 
County.  In  1781  he  died.  In  1782  his  wife,  “Widow  Birchard,” 
moved  back  to  Mansfield  and  bought  back  the  old  homestead 
there,  near  her  father’s.  The  Jacobs [es]  were  well-to-do,  and 
very  reputable  people.  The  place  where  your  father  was  born 
is  well  known  still.  It  is  always  called  “Birchard  Hill.”  No 
Birchard  has  lived  there  for  more  than  eighty  years.  People 
told  me  they  never  saw  a  Birchard  before.  I  cut  two  sticks  — 
canes  —  in  the  cellar  of  the  house  your  father  was  born  in.  Of 
no  value  but  as  “momentums.”  You  will  find  them  in  your  room 
at  Fremont. 

If  you  want  me  to  come  after  you  be  sure  to  send  for  me. 

Sincerely, 


S.  Birchard, 

Fayetteville,  Vermont. 


R.  B.  Hayes. 


Monday,  July  24. —  Cars  via  Monroeville  and  Newark  to 
Columbus.  General  George  W.  Morgan  got  on  train  at  his  resi¬ 
dence,  Mount  Vernon.  A  good  long  talk  with  him,  mainly  the  war 
and  politics.  He  is  canvassing  actively  the  State  for  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party.  A  liberal,  generous-minded  man,  of  gentlemanly 
feeling,  instincts,  and  bearing.  A  Democrat  of  the  straitest  sect. 
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Not  very  able,  but  a  fair  speaker.  End  of  trip  2  130  P.  M.  At 
home  I  found  Lucy,  little  Fan,  and  Scott  Russell  gone  with 
Webb  to  Elmwood.  A  pleasant  but  a  lonely  home.  I  hope  they 
come  soon. 


Columbus,  July  26,  1871. 

My  dear  Birch  :  —  I  want  you  and  Ruddy  to  collect  one 
specimen  of  the  leaves  of  each  tree  and  bush  in  Spiegel  Grove. 
Carefully  press  them  in  some  old  volume  —  one  leaf  or  bunch 
of  leaves  in  a  place  —  and  with  each  a  slip  of  paper  showing  the 
kind  of  tree  and,  if  convenient,  where  it  stands.  Only  one 
specimen  from  each  kind  of  tree.  I  suppose  there  are  thirty  or 
forty  species,  or  varieties  of  trees.  That  will  be  the  number  of 
specimens  required.  Get  them,  in  preference,  from  trees  nearest 
the  porch  —  in  sight  if  possible. 

I  will  pay  five  cents  a  specimen  if  the  number  reaches  thirty. 

Sincerely, 


B.  A.  Hayes, 

Fremont,  Ohio. 


R.  B.  Hayes. 


Columbus,  July  26,  1871. 

Gentlemen  :  —  I  am  informed  that  you  are  the  attorneys  of 
E.  A.  Abbott,  recently  from  this  State,  charged  with  forgery  in 
St.  Louis.  If  I  have  heard  a  true  statement  of  the  facts  there  is 
no  defence,  and  Abbott  is  without  excuse  in  the  affair.  But  it  is 
right  that,  in  case  of  conviction,  the  judge,  whose  duty  it  will 
be  to  fix  the  term  of  his  sentence,  should  know  that  he  is  not  an 
old  offender,  and  that  until  quite  recently  he  has  been  a  man  of 
good  character.  I  have  known  him  well  more  than  ten  years.  He 
is  naturally  an  honest  man.  Up  to  within  a  few  months  his  in¬ 
tegrity  and  truthfulness  were  not  questioned,  so  far  as  I  know, 
by  anybody.  Certainly,  I  would  have  trusted  him  implicitly. 

My  information  is  that  about  a  year  ago,  perhaps  somewhat 
longer,  he  became  infatuated  with  a  prostitute  in  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
and  went  down  rapidly.  A  few  months  ago  he  was  detected  in 
some  grossly  impropert  conduct  as  a  deputy  marshal  —  perhaps 
it  was  criminal  conduct  (I  do  not  know  the  details)  — but  it  was 
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of  such  a  character  that  the  United  States  marshal,  a  warm 
friend  of  Abbott,  discharged  him.  Soon  after,  Abbott  left  Ohio 
with  the  woman  referred  to,  and  the  next  heard  of  him  is  this 
crime.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  will  cure  him.  His  family 
and  bringing  up  were  good.  He  is  naturally  upright  —  for  many 
years  his  life  has  been  one  of  more  than  usual  correctness.  I 
trust  the  judge  will  know  the  facts  and  give  him  such  a  sentence 
as  he  will  deem  fitting  in  such  a  case  as  this  is. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

P.  S.  —  I  will  add  that  Abbott  was  a  faithful,  brave,  and  very 
efficient  and  valuable  Union  soldier  and  officer  in  the  late  war. 
He  suffered  severely  from  wounds  and  as  a  prisoner.  He  always 
had  the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  who  knew  him  in  the 
army.  —  R.  B.  H. 

Messrs.  N.  G.  and  J.  R.  Claiborne, 

St.  Louis,  Missouri. 

Columbus,  August  23,  1871. 

Dear  Uncle  :  —  I  think  you  will  find  your  plan  about  [giving] 
a  grove  to  Fremont  will  please  you  more  and  more.  My  only 
suggestion  is  fit  it  up  well.  A  good  painted  fence  can  be  put 
up  for  five  hundred  dollars.  Don’t  have  anything  unworthy  of 
your  reputation. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 

Columbus,  August  29,  1871. 

My  dear  General  :  —  We  are  all  glad  to  have  confirmed  the 
report  that  Montana  is  redeemed.  I  was  sure  you  would  have 
a  Republican  State  there.  It  lies  between  the  Republican  parallels 
—  in  the  radical  latitude,  but  I  did  not  expect  you  would  get  the 
victory  so  soon.  It  is  reported  that  the  Northern  Pacific  will 
go  right  across  Red  River  on  to  the  Missouri  without  a  halt. 
If  so  you  will  get  a  stream  from  that  direction  soon,  and  be  in 
the  world.  I  congratulate  you  heartily. 


GOVERNOR  OF  OHIO  — 1871 


161 


Noyes  does  well.  I  see  no  reason  to  doubt  our  complete 
success  this  fall.  Sherman  is  quite  sure  to  be  Senator  again, 
as  I  see  it,  and  generally  the  prospects  politically  and  financially 
with  our  people  are  very  good. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Governor  B.  F.  Potts. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  August  30,  1871. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  In  a  speech  made  here  last  night  Senator 
Thurman  made  the  following  statement,  which  I  am  confident 
must  be  erroneous.  Please  give  me  the  facts. 

He  stated  that  a  revenue  officer  in  New  York  named,  I  think, 
Bailey,  appointed  by  a  former  Administration,  became  a  de¬ 
faulter  in  the  sum  of  six  hundred  thousand  dollars.  That  Gen¬ 
eral  Grant  appointed  or  “promoted”  him  to  another  office  in 
the  Thirty-second  District,  and  that  he  soon  became  a  defaulter 
there  to  the  tune  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  more.  That 
he  then  absconded,  and  is  now  travelling  like  a  fine  gentleman 
in  Europe.  That  although  he  stole  eleven  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  he  has  not  been  indicted,  and  no  effort  made  to  capture 
him  and  bring  him  back  to  the  United  States  for  trial.  This  was 
given  as  a  specimen  of  the  mismanagement  of  our  financial 
affairs  under  General  Grant. 

An  early  reply  will  oblige. 

Sincerely, 


J.  H.  Saville, 

Treasury  Department, 
Washington,  D.  C. 


R.  B.  Hayes. 


September  10,  1871,  Fremont.  —  Uncle  Birchard  settled  at 
Fort  Ball,  now  Tiffin,  on  west  side  of  the  river,  in  April,  1827. 
In  1827  (December)  he  moved  down  to  Lower  Sandusky,  now 
Fremont;  forty-four  years  ago  next  December.  He  first  visited 
Lower  Sandusky  with  Benjamin  Powers  to  return  a  buggy  be¬ 
longing  to  Sloan  of  Sandusky,  borrowed  by  my  mother  on  her 
return  from  Vermont  in  1824.  With  a  jug  of  brandy  the  young 
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men,  Powers  and  Birchard,  left  Delaware  on  a  trip  to  Niagara 
Falls  or  somewhere  else !  They  passed  through  the  country  of 
the  Wyandots  and  Senecas,  everywhere  made  welcome  by  their 
brandy.  They  reached  the  tavern  built  of  logs  near  the  river 
bank  at  Fort  Ball,  kept  by  Erastus  Bow.  Here,  Bow,  who  was 
an  acquaintance  from  Delaware,  got  in  the  Delaware  people 
settled  there  and  invited  them  to  drink  new  whiskey.  But  the 
brandy  of  the  young  men  was  produced  and  a  high  time  followed. 
The  next  day  they  started  for  Lower  Sandusky  down  the  river 
bank  by  Fort  Seneca.  A  few  miles  on  their  road  they  met  on 
horseback  an  acquaintance  named  Cresey  — a  blacksmith.  He 
shouted  and  greeted  them  uproariously.  Soon  they  began  on  the 
brandy.  Cresey  would  bid  good-bye  and  start  on  but  would 
soon  return  to  tell  some  new  story  or  to  ask  a  question,  and  of 
course  partake  again  of  the  brandy. 

About  one  o’clock  they  drove  into  Lower  Sandusky  by  the 
old  Harrison  Road,  through  what  is  now  Spiegel  Grove,  and 
around  the  old  graveyard  on  the  brow  of  the  hill.  They  drove 
up  to  the  tavern  kept  by  Ammi  Williams  at  that  time  and 
called  the  Harrington  Tavern.  Birchard  threw  off  the  reins  to 
alight  when  a  Delaware  acquaintance,  Tom  Gallagher,  a  tailor, 
stepped  up  and  whispered,  “This  is  the  wrong  tavern.”  ’  Birchard 
gathered  up  his  reins  hastily  and  drove  back  to  the  Leeson  or 
Gleason  Tavern.  The  tavern,  kept  by  Rev.  Harrington,  was 
where  Leppelman’s  store  now  is  (nearly)  next  north  of  Buck- 
land’s  block  on  the  west  side  of  Front  Street  between  Croghan 
Street  and  Garrison  Street,  afterwards  known  as  the  Hull 
House.  The  Leeson  or  Gleason  Tavern  was  on  the  east  side  of 
Front  Street,  where  the  postoffice  now  is  in  Shomo’s  Block.  It 
was  built  of  logs. 

There  Birchard  made  the  acquaintance  of  George  Olmsted 
and  Elisha  W.  Howland.  George  Olmsted’s  store  was  a  great 
establishment;  one  of  the  greatest  stores  in  the  State.  It  stood 
on  Front  Street,  east  side  where  Heffner’s  grocery  now  is.  No 
church  here  then.  None  built  until  the  Methodist  church  was 
built  by  Thomas  L.  Hawkins  and  others  on  the  corner  of  Arch 
and  Garrison  Streets.  The  pickets  were  still  standing  around 
Foit  Stephenson  and  the  ditch  was  quite  perfect. 
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The  same  evening  they  left  the  little  village  of  perhaps  two 
hundred  or  three  hundred  inhabitants  for  Sandusky,  then  called 
Portland,  crossing  the  Sandusky  river  between  what  are  now 
Garrison  and  Croghan  Streets  at  the  old  ford.  They  drove  in 
the  woods  by  a  route  near  Green  Springs  and  stopped  in  pretty 
poor  quarters  at  a  dirty  log  cabin  (Baker’s)  with  nothing  to  eat 
for  horse  or  man.  At  daylight  they  pushed  on  to  Portland 
[Sandusky]  and  stopped  at  Abner  Root’s  tavern.  They  re¬ 
mained  waiting  for  the  only  steamboat  on  the  lakes,  The  Walk 
in  the  Water,  a  week  or  ten  days  when  a  cousin  of  Birchard’s, 
Mrs.  Hall  and  her  husband,  came  into  Portland  in  a  fine 
schooner,  and  Birchard  took  the  schooner  to  Detroit,  and 
Powers  remained  to  take  the  steamer  to  Niagara.  After  a  short 
stay  at  Detroit  and  a  few  days’  sickness  at  Pontiac,  or  near  it, 
Birchard  returned  to  Portland,  and  there  being  no  stage  or  other 
public  conveyance,  Birchard  with  a  young  graduate  from  Phila¬ 
delphia,  started  afoot  by  way  of  Mansfield  for  Delaware,  reach¬ 
ing  there  in  about  a  week. 

September  n,  1871.  Fremont.  —  Uncle  began  to  build  in 
Spiegel  Grove  on  the  22d  [of]  August,  1859.  Rev.  A.  Phelps 
moved  into  the  house  when  it  was  finished  in  April,  1863.  Mr. 
McLelland  and  Uncle  made  the  plan.  I  got  the  plan  drafted  in 
Cincinnati.  The  start  was  in  wood. 

Ottawa.,  Putnam  County,  September  12,  1871.  —  I  came  here 
from  Fremont  via  Toledo  last  evening,  reaching  here  at  mid¬ 
night.  A  good  village;  dry,  well-drained  site.  Putnam  County 
has  many  hundred  miles  of  ditches  and  from  a  swamp  is  one 
of  the  finest  agricultural  counties  in  the  State.  Dr.  Godfrey 
invited  me  to  tea  after  speaking.  Mr.  Swan,  lawyer  of  Swan 
and  Moore,  was  very  civil.  A  small  meeting — one  of  the  small¬ 
est  I  ever  had  but  I  got  warm  and  funny  and  so  was  suc¬ 
cessful. 


Ottawa,  Ohio,  September  12,  1871. 
My  Darling:  I  reached  this  stronghold  of  the  Democrats 
in  the  night,  last  night.  Have  just  got  a  so-so  breakfast,  and  am 
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expecting  the  local  magnates  of  the  Republicans  to  call  as  soon 
as  it  is  noised  about  that  I  am  at  the  Leopold  House.  . 

I  met  on  the  stand  at  the  Ada  meeting  an  old  gentleman 
named  Shafer,  I  think,  who  was  one  hundred  and  one  years  old. 
He  seemed  intelligent  enough,  and  acted  about  as  men  of  his 
class  usually  do  at  seventy  or  seventy-five. 

I  see  that  Father  Goepper  is  nominated  again  for  the  Senate. 
I  he  papers  I  have  seen  are  too  few  to  tell  me  how  things  look 
there.  Wherever  I  have  been  the  prospect  seems  excellent. 
The  drift  in  our  favor  is,  I  think,  too  strong  to  be  turned  aside 
by  local  dissensions.  I  have  had  no  poor  meeting  yet. 

Affectionately,  ever  your 

R. 

Mrs.  Hayes. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  September  16,  1871. 

My  dear  Guy:  —  Returning  after  a  two  weeks’  absence  I 
find  your  good  letter  from  Waukesha,  Wisconsin. 

My  eyes  have  given  me  trouble  at  times  for  some  years.  A 
bursting  of  blood-vessels  —  blood-shot  eyes  —  nearly  blinds  me 
once  01  twice  a  year  for  a  week  at  a  time.  I  have  been  free 
from  it  since  March,  but  am  in  danger  of  it  occasionally  now. 
In  such  times,  as  symptoms  appear,  I  quit  using  my  eyes.  I  am 
now  well  apparently. 

Come  and  see  me  if  you  can.  Don’t  be  too  anxious  to  sell. 
Your  time  will  come  and  soon. 

I  go  to  Fremont  Monday  to  stay  a  week. 

Sincerely  “as  ever,”  yours, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  Guy  M.  Bryan. 

Columbus,  September  17,  1871. 

Dear  Force:  — I  congratulate  you  on  getting  through  the 
convention  so  handsomely.  T  ou  would  have  been  amused  to 
hear  the  replies  I  got  when  asking  various  politicians  about  your 
chances.  “He  has  been  absent  all  summer”;  “Doesn’t  know  the 
active  men,  etc.,  etc.  ;  A  first-class  judge,  ought  to  be  renomi¬ 
nated,  but,  etc.,  etc.  I  was  goose  enough  to  feel  some  appre- 
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hension  —  wrote  a  couple  of  letters,  and  when  the  proceedings 
came  to  hand  was,  of  course,  in  a  hurry  to  see  where  you  stood, 
and  was  particularly  glad  to  find  you  at  the  head  of  the  list. 

Things  seem  to  be  well.  I  shall  spend  a  week  in  Cincinnati 
next  before  the  election. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

General  M.  F.  Force. 


Columbus,  September  25,  1871. 

My  dear  Mrs.  Crook:  —  On  returning  from  a  ten  days’  ab¬ 
sence  I  found  here  your  letter  as  to  the  general’s  promotion. 
I  am  disposed  to  do  heartily  all  I  can  for  it.  I  am  on  good  terms 
with  General  Grant  and  will  be  glad  to  urge  General  Crook’s 
claims  upon  his  attention.  I  suppose,  however,  that  General 
Grant  is  so  familiar  with  all  army  affairs  that  very  little  can  be 
done  to  change  his  purposes  on  such  a  mattir.  Besides,  Ohio 
has  had  so  much  from  this  Administration  that  we  must  as  a 
State  be  quite  modest  in  asking  for  more.  But  General  Crook’s 
claims  are  so  strong,  that  with  the  help  of  the  Pacific  Coast 
he  ought  to  win. 

We  are  all  well.  Mrs.  Hayes  sends  her  best,  etc.,  etc. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 


Mrs.  General  George  Crook, 
Oakland,  Maryland. 


October  2,  1871.  Fremont,  Ohio.  —  Reached  here  Saturday 
evening,  30th  ult.,  from  Martinsville,  opposite  the  upper  part  of 
Wheeling.  Spoke  there  to  a  fine  audience.  Staid  on  the  bluff 
at  a  Mr.  Wiley’s.  Was  escorted  by  a  cheerful,  energetic,  true 
man,  Dr.  Todd.  Saw  Mrs.  Affleck  who  was  Anne  Howard,  a 
friend  of  our  family  in  Delaware. 

Sunday,  the  first  [of]  October,  was  a  mild,  fine  day.  Uncle 
who  is  getting  feeble  again,  walked  out  with  me  in  the  grove 
which  he  admires  so  much. 


October  3,  1871.  —  In  November,  1824,  Sardis  Birchard 
bought  about  five  hundred  hogs  in  partnership  with  Stephen  R. 
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Bennett  to  drive  from  Delaware,  Ohio,  to  Baltimore,  Maryland. 
The  hogs  were  wild.  The  whole  country  on  the  road  was  new 
and  with  few  fences,  and  it  took  the  first  day  a  large  number  of 
extra  hands  to  keep  the  hogs  in  the  road.  After  a  few  days 
they  got  broke  to  the  road  and  ten  or  fifteen  hands  got  along 
very  well.  At  Wheeling  the  Ohio  was  crossed  by  driving  the 
hogs  into  the  water  and  letting  them  swim  to  the  opposite 
shore.  The  leading  hogs  missed  the  landing,  and  struck  the 
shore  where  the  bank  was  steep  and  no  hog  could  get  out.  For 
a  time  it  seemed  that  all  would  drown.  A  few  were  lost  But 
finally  a  leading  hog  turned  down  to  the  right  spot  and  the 
drove  landed  safely.  The  trip  took  six  weeks.  On  a  soft  day 
the  day’s  drive  was  ten  or  fifteen  miles.  When  the  roads  were 
frozen  hard,  two  or  three  miles  was  all  that  could  be  made. 
The  hogs  were  driven  by  the  old  Cumberland  Road  route.  They 
were  sold  a  few  miles  before  reaching  Baltimore  at  a  profit  to 
each  partner  of  about  five  hundred  dollars.  They  had  bought 
largely  with  borrowed  money  and  borrowed  money  for  the 
expenses  of  the  trip. 

On  the  route  they  were  overtaken  by  General  Jackson  going 
to  Washington  after  the  famous  election  of  1824.  He  had  a 
carriage  and  four  horses  and  two  or  three  saddle-horses.  The 
general  happened  to  be  riding  on  horseback,  and  helped  Birchard 
drive  the  hogs  out  of  the  way  of  the  carriage.  His  talk  was  of 
the  market  for  hogs  and  other  topics  of  interest  to  the  drovers. 
He  left  a  pleasant  impression  on  young  Birchard.  It  was  the 
only  time  he  ever  saw  the  general. 

October  4,  1871.  —  Birthday  —  forty-nine  years  old.  By  rail 
from  Fremont  to  Norwalk;  thence  with  Judge  Fox  in  buggy  to 
New  London.  Made  an  hour-and-a-half  speech  in  a  crowded 
hall  in  the  afternoon,  and  in  the  evening  to  Columbus.  Speech 
much  applauded.  The  laughter  was  unusually  hearty,  and  the 
satisfaction  of  the  people  quite  marked. 

October  5,  1871.  —  To  Cincinnati.  Stopped  at  St.  Nicholas. 
Spent  the  evening  with  General  Force  at  his  room.  L.  J.  Cist 
exhibited  volumes  of  autograph  letters  of  all  of  the  Presidents 
and  of  the  generals  of  the  Revolution.  John  Q.  Adams  gave  a 
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fair  argument  in  behalf  of  Christianity.  Mr.  Farney  showed  a 
large  number  of  sketches.  He  is  a  young  artist  of  much  promise. 

October  6,  18/1. —  The  Davidson  Fountain  unveiled.  The 
speakers  stood  on  an  elevated  platform,  perhaps  twenty  feet 
high,  on  the  north  side  of  Fifth  Street,  with  the  fountain  veiled 
in  front.  On  the  stand  in  front  were,  beginning  at  the  right  or 
west  side,  W.  S.  Groesbeck,  Mr.  Probasco,  Archbishop  Purcell, 
Lilienthal  (Jewish  Rabbi),  George  F.  Davis  (President  of  the 
day),  myself,  Richard  Smith,  and  Job  E.  Stevenson.  About 
ten  or  fifteen  other  gentlemen  were  on  the  stand;  perhaps  some 
of  them  on  the  front  seats.  The  crowd  in  the  square  seemed 
to  extend  from  west  of  Walnut  to  Main  and  filled  the  houses 
and  roofs  on  both  sides  of  the  square.  They  were  estimated  at 
fifty  to  sixty  thousand  people.  Very  little  of  the  speaking  could 
be  heard.  I  succeeded  best.  When  I  rose  I  could  see  the  effort 
to  hear  me  as  people  leaned  forward  with  their  faces  towards 
me.  The  number  who  could  hear  seemed  to  increase  and  before 
I  was  done  I  thought  I  was  heard  across  the  square  and  well  on 
to  Walnut  and  Main.  The  great  crash  of  falling  stands  at  inter¬ 
vals  of  a  few  moments  disturbed  the  proceedings.  Four  stands 
fell.  Fortunately  few  persons  were  seriously  hurt. 

October  J,  i8yi.  —  Spoke  at  Walnut  Hills  —  Twentieth  and 
Twenty-third  Wards  —  in  the  evening,  and  later  in  Fountain 
Square  to  the  first  political  meeting  held  there  after  the  erection 
of  the  Davidson  Fountain. 

October  8,  i8yi. —  Sunday.  With  General  Force  and  [the] 
Honorable  A.  F.  Perry  dined  at  A.  D.  Bulloch’s.  After  dinner 
visited  the  orphans  of  the  Germans. 

October  <?,  18/1.  —  Spoke  in  Seventeenth  Ward,  as  usual  the 
night  before  the  election.  Abrahams  and  Perry  also. 

October  io.  —  After  voting  went  with  Force  to  Chicago  to  see 
the  big  fire  and  help  the  sufferers. 

October  ii.  —  General  Sheridan  gave  me  fine  quarters  at  his 
house.  Sent  me  with  his  ambulance  to  visit  the  ruins.  Dr. 
Asche  introduced  me  to  the  leading  people.  Saw  Mr.  [George 
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M.]  Pullman,  Rev.  Robert  Collyer,  [and  the]  president  [of  the] 
City  Council;  dined  with  Governor  Palmer  (12th)  at  Mr.  Dore’s 
(a  senator).* 


Columbus,  October  20,  1871. 

Dear  General:  —  Your  resignation  of  the  office  of  Commis¬ 
sioner  of  Railroads  and  Telegraphs,  dated  yesterday,  is  ac¬ 
cepted.  I  regret  that  the  State  is  to  lose  your  services.  A  lead¬ 
ing  political  adversary,  on  hearing  of  your  resignation,  said  you 
were  perhaps  the  only  man  holding  an  office  of  that  character 
against  whose  official  integrity  there  was  never  even  a  suspicion. 
Your  ability  and  honesty  in  the  office  and  your  decided  success 
in  accomplishing  all  the  good  that  under  the  limited  authority 
conferred  by  law  was  possible,  are  recognized  by  all  who  are 
well  informed  on  the  subject.  I  congratulate  you  on  the  golden 
opinions  you  have  won  —  all  the  more  heartily  because  I  know 
you  deserve  them. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes, 
Governor. 

General  George  B.  Wright, 

Columbus,  Ohio. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  October  22,  1871. 

Dear  Uncle:  — We  reached  home  after  a  pleasant  ride  with¬ 
out  delay.  Friends  here  all  well.  The  family  event  — the 
wedding  of  Fanny  Platt  —  passed  ofif  very  nicely  according  to 

*  1-  accidentaI,y  met  Governor  Hayes  as  he  was  slowly  walking  over 
the  debris  and  contemplating  the  extent  and  thoroughness  of  the  destruc- 
tion  It  must  have  been  in  the  vicinity  of  Madison  and  Wells  Streets 
(Fifth  Avenue).  There  was  not  a  single  wall  in  that  vicinity  left  above 
t  e  general  level  — not  one  brick  upon  another.  In  the  gloomy  state  of 
mmd  I  then  was,  the  sight  of  an  old  friend  was  the  next  best  thing 
to  the  restoration  of  the  city.  His  cheerful  face  and  manner  and  earnest 
words  of  encouragement  acted  like  magic,  and  I  soon  found  myself  taking 
a  hopeful  view  of  the  future.  We  proceeded  across  the  river  to  the 
office  on  Canal  Street  from  which  Mr.  Medill  had  been  issuing  his  Tribune 
since  the  10th,  and  after  a  few  moments’  conversation  with  that  gen¬ 
tleman,  the  governor  wrote  a  brief  address  to  the  citizens  of  Ohio 
which  I  caused  to  be  sent  in  the  Associated  Press  report.  —  William 
Henry  Smith." 
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programme.  She  made  a  beautiful  bride  —  orange  blossoms, 
white  veil  and  the  rest  agreeing  well  with  her  fine  complexion. 

Mrs.  Hickok  [aunt  of  the  bride]  was  present  looking  very 
little  changed.  The  new  husband  is  evidently  a  man  of  most 
excellent  character  and  qualities.  His  brothers  were  present, 
both  Presbyterian  preachers  and  men  of  talent  and  scholarship. 
One  is  a  professor  at  the  new  college  at  Wooster,  and  the  other 
at  Lane  Seminary.  The  doctor,  our  new  nephew,  has  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  both  in  health.  Their  father  was  a  much  esteemed 
clergyman  of  the  same  church.  It  is  one  of  the  family  facts 
that  are  curious  that  Lucy’s  father  and  mother  forty  years  ago 
left  the  Presbyterian  Church  on  account  of  the  ill  treatment 
[of]  Reverend  Mr.  Fullerton,  the  father,  by  the  majority  of 
his  congregation  at  Chillicothe,  by  reason  of  his  antislavery 
sentiments. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 

Private. 


Columbus,  October  24,  1871. 

My  dear  S — :  —  I  am  about  to  place  in  the  State  Library, 
to  be  regularly  catalogued,  all  the  manuscripts  I  have  collected 
during  my  term.  They  will  be  under  lock  and  key  and  rules  that 
I  think  will  keep  them.  Now  I  propose  to  [do]  the  same  with 
those  you  collected,  which  by  great  odds  are  the  most  valuable. 

I  shall  see  myself  to  the  printing  of  the  catalogue.  Hence 
I  write  to  ask,  shall  I  say,  “Collected  and  presented  by  Honorable 
William  Henry  Smith,”  or  “ Collected  by  Honorable  William 
H.,  etc.”;  and  in  the  case  of  the  Worthington  papers  say,  “Pre¬ 
sented  by  General  James  T.  Worthington”?  If  the  latter  is 
preferred,  is  anything  of  the  sort  to  be  said  about  the  Meigs 
and  Brown  papers?  or  how? 

Sincerely, 

R.  B  Hayes. 

Honorable  William  Henry  Smith, 

Associated  Press, 

Chicago ,  Illinois. 
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Private. 

Columbus,  October  24,  1871. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  I  wish  as  my  last  contribution  out  of  my 
contingent  fund  to  the  portraits  of  eminent  Ohio  men,  to  get  a 
first-rate  portrait  of  Mr.  Ewing  to  be  placed  either  in  the  su¬ 
preme  court  room  or  in  the  library.  The  condition  of  Mr. 
Ewing’s  health  prevents  me  from  writing  either  to  Mr.  Ewing 
or  the  general.  Will  you  manage  to  send  me  by  express,  at  my 
expense,  to  be  promptly  copied  and  returned,  the  best  portrait 
extant  of  Mr.  Ewing? 

I  mark  this  “private”  merely  to  indicate  that  I  don’t  wish 
this  thing  to  get  in  the  papers  or  be  discussed  on  the  streets. 
You  can  speak  of  it  according  to  your  own  discretion. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  M.  A.  Daugherty, 

Lancaster,  Ohio. 


October  3/,  1871.  —  Was  one  of  the  pall-bearers  at  the  funeral 
of  Mr.  Thomas  Ewing  on  Saturday,  29th  instant.  The  biggest 
intellect  Ohio  has  ever  had. 

Judge  Jewett,  probate  judge  of  Athens  County,  told  me  that 
he  heard  my  first  speech  in  the  Supreme  Court  (January,  1853) 
in  the  Summons  case.  That  while  I  was  speaking,  Mr.  Ewing, 
who  sat  near,  said:  “Are  you  listening  to  that  argument?” 
“I  replied,  Yes,  I  have  heard  every  word  of  it.”  Mr.  Ewing 
said,  1  hat  young  man  will,  I  predict,  make  his  mark  in  the 
State.” 


Columbus,  November  3,  1871. 

Dear  Uncle:  —  I  am  housed  up  for  probably  two  or  three 
days  with  a  sprained  ankle,  or  rather  foot.  Last  evening  just 
at  dark  I  wanted  Lilly  to  go  home  with  me  from  here,  when  she 
seemed  to  want  to  stay  longer.  She  is  fond  of  being  carried  by 
me  and  to  induce  her  to  go  I  offered  to  carry  her.  We  came 
downstairs  and  as  I  stepped  down  the  highest  stone  step  at  my 
front  door,  I  stepped  on  something  that  rolled  or  slipped,  and 
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down  I  went  with  a  badily  strained  foot.  It  is  nothing  unusual 
or  severe,  but  postpones  a  trip  to  Fremont,  and  lost  me  the 
wedding  party  of  Fanny  last  night.  .  .  . 

Last  week  I  went  down  to  Lancaster  to  Ewing’s  funeral.  It 
was  well  attended,  particularly  by  notabilities,  but  the  number 
of  people  of  the  neighborhood  taking  an  interest  in  it  was  much 
less  than  I  expected  to  see.  It  was  a  Catholic  affair.  The  old 
gentleman  in  his  last  days  allowed  himself  to  be  taken  into  the 
Romish  Church.  The  archbishop  was  on  hand  and  much  was 
made  of  it.  The  ceremonies  would  have  been  very  offensive  to 
Mr.  Ewing  in  his  better  days.  Burning  candles,  incense, 
sprinkling,  processions  of  boys,  and  the  like.  He  kept  his  reason 
to  the  very  last  —  spoke  distinctly  and  rationally  until  within 
three  hours  of  his  death.  Some  heart  trouble  with  erysipelas  and 
was  the  cause.  His  constitution  was  so  strong  that  he 
lived  long  after  he  was  thought  to  be  dying.  He  was  kind  and 
considerate  always  after  he  felt  that  the  business  of  life  was  over. 

I  spent  last  Sunday  with  Lucy  at  General  Noyes’  on  Mount 
Auburn.  At  dinner  we  had  Mr.  Perry,  Mr.  Taft,  and  General 
Force.  Mr.  Perry  made  his  usual  kind  inquiries  about  you.  He 
said  the  archbishop  was  greatly  mistaken  in  saying  Ewing  was 
in  principle  a  Catholic  thirty-eight  years  ago.  “He  had  no  faith 
at  that  time.”  Sunday  evening  we  stayed  with  Uncle  Joe  at 
Longview  and  returned  home  Monday.  —  All  well  now.  Love 
to  boys. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 

Private. 


Columbus,  November  8,  1871. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  I  am  glad  you  enjoyed  your  stay  with  us, 
.  If  the  Legislature  has  the  control  of  the  matter,  I 
would  think  it  quite  proper  to  purchase  such  works  as  yours 
for  the  school  libraries.  As  to  that,  I  am  not  posted.  Indeed, 
I  think  the  library  system  is  broken  up.  Mr.  [William  Henry] 
Smith  is  alone  entitled  to  the  credit  of  collecting  the  Worthing- 
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ton  and  Brown  papers.  It  is  in  my  administration  that  they 
have  been  placed  in  the  library. 


Sincerely, 


H.  S.  Knapp,  Esq., 
Toledo,  Ohio. 


R.  B.  Haves. 


November  io,  1871. —  Last  night,  at  a  preachers’  gathering  at 
Brother  Bartlett’s  with  Lucy,  Mr.  Armstrong  told  me  this 
anecdote  of  Mr.  Ewing.  There  was  a  bitter  contest  for  con¬ 
gress  between  Philemon  Beecher  and  General  Joseph  Vance.  No 
parties  then.  Every  man  ran  on  his  own  hook,  and  the  voters 
went  for  their  personal  preferences.  Beecher  was  elected.  Col¬ 
onel  Wm.  Daugherty  was  for  Vance.  Ewing  for  Beecher. 
Something  offensive  occurred.  Ewing  was  getting  shaved  in  a 
barber  s  shop.  Colonel  Daugherty  pulled  Ewing’s  nose.  Ewing 
seized  a  chair.  Friends  on  both  sides  interposed.  T.  C.  Flournoy 
on  the  side  of  Colonel  Daugherty.  The  next  day  Ewing  met 
Flournoy.  Flournoy  had  a  cane.  Ewing  approached  him  in  a 
friendly  way  and  with  a  jocular  remark  about  Colonel  Flournoy’s 
cane  took  it.  The  instant  Ewing  had  possession  of  the  cane,  he 
struck  Colonel  Flournoy  a  blow  ‘"which  nearly  knocked  the  top 
of  his  head  off.”  Flournoy  was  senseless  some  time.  Flournoy 
challenged  Ewing  to  fight  a  duel.  Ewing  paid  no  attention  to  it. 
A  brother  of  Beecher  sent  a  challenge  to  Colonel  Daugherty ;  but 
Colonel  Daugherty  said  he  had  nothing  against  Beecher  and  re¬ 
fused  to  fight. 


Private. 

Columbus,  November  io,  1871. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  I  have  your  letter  of  yesterday.  It  is  the 
fourth  or  fifth  letter  naming  a  candidate  for  Taft's  place  which 
I  have  received.  I  have  said  to  others  that  I  would  try  to  select 
the  choice  of  the  bar,  if  the  bar  has  a  choice.  This  is  the  rule  I 
have  often  announced  in  similar  cases.  It  will  not  be  necessary 
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to  say  anything  about  my  personal  wishes  or  feelings  to  you  in 
such  a  matter.  You  see  how  it  stands. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  George  B.  Hollister, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  November  15,  1871. 

My  dear  H — :  —  I  have  your  letter.  Expecting  to  see  you 
I  have  not  written  before.  What  1  said  to  Judge  Miner  was, 
that  if  you  would  accept  the  judgeship  I  would  appoint  you  un¬ 
less  the  bar  was  decidedly  opposed,  which  I  felt  sure  would  not 
be  the  case.  I  hardly  knew  what  to  think  would  be  your  feeling 
about  it.  What  you  say  does  not  surprise  me,  although  an  op¬ 
posite  conclusion  would  have  struck  me  as  natural  enough. 
Probably  your  decision  is  best  in  view  of  all  the  facts. 

Of  course  anything  I  can  do  about  the  convention  I  will  do. 
I  do  not  expect  to  have  anything  else  to  do  at  that  time  and  I 
would  like  to  be  a  member.  But  we  will  talk  that  over  when 
we  meet. 

Noyes  will  take  this  house  about  the  first  of  February.  This 
sends  me  back  to  Cincinnati  two  or  three  months  earlier  than  I 
expected.  I  want  a  quiet  boarding-place  for  myself,  Lucy,  and 
the  two  little  ones  and  a  nurse,  until  I  can  buy  a  home  —  prob¬ 
ably  for  several  months.  If  you  hear  of  such  let  me  know. — 
Love  to  Harriet. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

John  W.  Herron,  Esq., 

Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  November  15,  1871. 

My  dear  General:  —  Returning  from  a  short  absence  I  find 
here  your  note  of  the  9th  inst.  The  rumors  you  allude  to 
had  some  circulation  in  Democratic  circles,  and  were  evidently 
received  with  much  favor  by  them.  But  the  universal  impression 
among  our  Republican  friends  is,  that  no  man  elected  as  a  Re¬ 
publican  will  refuse  to  go  into  caucus,  or  to  abide  the  result 
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of  a  caucus.  I  think  there  is  not  the  remotest  probability  of 
General  C —  [Cox]  getting  the  support  the  rumor  supposes. 
Indeed  it  is  commonly  believed  that  he  gives  no  encouragement 
to  the  intrigue.  It  is  of  Democratic  origin  and  has  no  other 
countenance.* 

The  common  impression  is  that  Mr.  Sherman  will  be  nomi¬ 
nated  and,  of  course,  elected  if  nominated.  My  affairs  and  en¬ 
gagements  are  such  that  it  would  be  very  inconvenient  to  come  to 
Washington  during  this  month,  and  with  my  notions  of  the 
situation  which  I  have  given  you  squarely,  it  would  probably 
not  avail  anything  if  I  were  to  come.  I  would,  of  course,  come 
if  I  shared  your  apprehension  of  a  division  among  the  Re¬ 
publicans.  But  unless  there  is  much  more  out  of  sight  than  I 
think  possible,  the  party  will  go  through  harmoniously. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

P-  S.  You  are  at  liberty  of  course  to  inform  Secretary 
Delano  of  all  this.  With  that  exception,  it  is  confidential.  —  H. 

General  M.  D.  Leggett, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  November  17,  1871. 

Dear  Madam  :  —  The  maxim  “pay  what  thou  owest”  compels 
me  to  say  no  with  emphasis.  As  to  the  inducement  you  offer, 

*  General  Leggett  had  written:  —  “There  seems  to  be  some  fear  of 
disaffected  Republicans  uniting  with  the  Democracy  upon  General  Cox 
for  the  Senate.  You  probably  know  that  General  Cox  and  myself  are 
old  and  warm  personal  friends.  But  I  must  oppose  his  coming  here 
under  such  a  coalition  as  the  one  suggested.  In  case  Sherman’s  election 
is  not  certain  there  should  be  a  careful  consideration  of  the  whole  matter 
before  many  weeks.  Should  there  be  any  reasonable  doubt  of  Sherman’s 
election  either  yourself  or  Governor  Dennison  ought  to  be  in  condition 
to  step  in  and  unite  our  friends  in  the  Legislature.  From  this  hint  you 
can  judge  a  little  of  what  is  wanted.  We  don’t  want  Cox  here  as  an 
opponent  of  the  Administration  and  by  Democratic  favor,  and  we  fear 
danger  of  that  result.  Hence  there  should  be  somebody  to  unite  on  if 
Sherman  fails.  —  Whether  you  think  of  being  a  candidate  or  not  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  myself  would  be  glad  to  see  you,  and  I 
write  by  the  Secretary’s  request.” 
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if  I  thought  there  was  the  slightest  danger  of  so  obscure  a  per¬ 
sonage  as  I  am  being  attacked  with  that  wretched  mania,  an 
itching  for  the  White  House,  I  would  beg  for  the  prayers  of 
your  church  for  my  deliverance. 


Sincerely, 


[Unidentified.] 

Private. 


R.  B.  Hayes. 


Columbus,  November  18,  1871. 


My  dear  H — :  —  The  bar  is  very  much  divided  on  the  judge- 
ship.  As  between  Carter,  Miner,  and  Walker,  the  letters  and 
petitions  I  get  do  not  decidedly  incline  so  clearly  that  I  feel 
absolutely  bound  by  their  choice.  So  that  Harriet  may  feel  that 
there  is  no  lack  of  explicitness,  I  again  say  that  under  all  the 
circumstances  I  prefer  to  appoint  you,  and  will  do  so  if  you 
will  accept  the  place. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 


John  W.  Herron,  Esq., 
Cincinnati,  Ohio. 


Columbus,  November  18,  1871. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  I  write  to  remind  you  of  my  desire  to  place 
in  [the]  manuscript  department  of  the  State  Library  some  of 
your  own  writings  and  any  other  papers  of  General  Sherman, 
your  brother,  Mr.  Ewing,  and  other  public  men  which  you  may 
be  willing  to  part  with. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 


P.  S.  —  We  still  occasionally  hear  of  Republican  members 
who  will  act  with  Democrats  against  the  general  judgment  of 
their  fellow  members  of  the  Legislature.  I  don’t  believe  there  is 
a  word  of  truth  in  such  gossip.  —  H. 

Honorable  John  Sherman, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
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November  20,  1871.  —  My  dear  friend  Rogers  is  again  un¬ 
fortunate.  He  has  visited  here  the  past  week.  The  Chicago 
fire  burned  him  out.  His  furniture,  books,  keepsakes,  favorite 
mementos,  all  gone !  It  has  no  doubt  given  him  great  anxiety 
especially  as  his  wife’s  interest  in  the  Andrews  block  which  is 
also  burned  was  their  chief  source  of  income  and  support.  I 
too  am  somewhat  burdened  with  liability  by  this  calamity. 
Rogers  will  be  unable  to  make  up  his  share  of  the  cost  of  our 
Duluth  block  without  my  aid.  The  block  will  cost  about  double 
what  we  intended  it  should  when  we  began  it.  We  expected 
it  to  cost  ten  thousand  dollars.  It  was  to  be  a  two-story  brick 
fifty  by  seventy-five  feet;  well  built  and  walls  so  solid  that  if 
need  be  two  or  three  more  stories  could  be  put  on  it  hereafter. 
This  was  the  plan  we  set  out  with.  Its  increased  cost  is  due 
to  two  changes  of  plan.  Finding  that  the  ground  sloped  to  the 
rear  very  rapidly,  we  concluded  to  finish  the  basement  so  as  to 
afford  two  additional  stories  in  the  rear  of  the  building.  After 
going  on  a  while  it  was  decided  to  make  the  building  three  stories 
in  front.  These  two  changes  make  the  building  cost  about 
twenty  thousand  dollars.  The  fire  lost  friend  Rogers  his  chance 
of  raising  five  thousand  dollars,  as  he  expected,  and  we  are  now 
in  need  of  about  eight  thousand  dollars  to  complete  the  build¬ 
ing.  To  pay  up  my  share  of  the  total  cost  of  two  lots  and  the 
block  would  require  me  to  raise  about  three  thousand  dollars; 
but  now  I  must  help  Rogers  to  his  five  thousand  dollars  also. 
This  is  hard;  but  must  is  inexorable.  I  have  paid  already  on  the 
lots,  taxes,  and  building  nine  thousand  and  fifty  dollars. 

Now,  how  to  raise  this  sum  of  eight  thousand  dollars  still  due 
is  the  question.  I  can  do  my  share  easily.  But  my  chief  em¬ 
barrassment  is  Rogers’  additional  five  thousand  dollars.  Uncle 
will  be  made  anxious  and  troubled  if  I  go  to  him  with  it.  I 
must  not  let  him  know  it.  It  will  fill  him  with  my  troubles  and 
these  he  must  not  know.  His  own  comfort  and  mine  seem  to 
require  that  I  should  keep  them  from  him. 

Columbus,  November  25,  1871. 

My  dear  General  :  —  I  have  your  letter  about  Walker.  If 
he  does  lose  the  place,  and  I  assure  you  no  decision  is  made,  it 
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ought  to  make  him  quite  comfortable  to  know  what  good  lawyers 
say  of  him.  Without  knowing  him  intimately,  I  can  readily 
believe  all  the  good  you  say  of  him,  and  would  cheerfully,  and 
more  than  cheerfully,  take  the  course  which  that  belief  requires. 
At  the  beginning  of  this  business,  and  in  all  such  cases,  1  have 
uniformly  said  that  I  would  abide  the  choice  of  the  members  of 
the  bar,  if  they  have  a  choice.  The  papers  before  me  have  not 
been  critically  examined,  but  when  examined  with  such  other 
light  as  I  may  have,  the  rule  I  name  must  govern. 

I  send  you  by  J.  G.  Jones  Esquire  a  cast  for  the  Society. 

Sincerely, 


General  M.  F.  Force, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio. 


R.  B.  Hayes. 


Columbus,  December  9,  1871. 

My  dear  S — :  —  In  yours  as  to  manuscripts,  you  speak  of  the 
Worthington  papers  as  furnished  by  General  T.  etc.,  etc.  Was 
it  not  General  James  T.  Worthington,  the  present  occupant  of 
Governor  Worthington’s  home  farm?  I  think  the  Harrison 
letters  are  all  gone.  If  any  turn  up  among  those  sent  to  the 
library  which  you  own  or  want,  I’ll  help  you  reclaim. 

In  the  report  I  say:  —  “Honorable  William  Henry  Smith, 
during  his  official  term  as  Secretary  of  State,  collected  a  large 
number  of  manuscripts  for  the  State  and  began  a  correspondence 
with  a  view  to  obtaining  portraits  of  all  the  ex-governors. 
Great  credit  is  due  to  him,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  accompanying 
lists,  for  what  has  already  been  done.”  Criticize  before  it  is  too 
late. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

William  Henry  Smith. 


Columbus,  December  n,  1871. 

My  dear  Saville  :  —  Thanks  for  the  report  of  Mr.  Boutwell. 
The  Administration,  since  the  message  and  reports  of  this  month, 
is  stronger  than  ever,  and  it  has  never  been  weak  in  Ohio.  I 
can’t  help  hoping  that  the  reduction  of  taxes  recommended  will 
be  so  arranged  as  to  give  us  the  benefit  of  at  least  six  months 
12 
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more  of  large  reductions  of  the  debt.  Give  us  a  continuance 
of  the  past  in  this  respect,  at  least  until  the  Presidential  cam¬ 
paign  is  opened. 

I  send  you  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  for  Mrs.  Patterson. 
It  has  been  delayed  too  long,  but  will  be  in  time  for  Christmas. 

Sincerely, 


J.  H.  Saville, 

Washington,  D.  C. 


R.  B.  Hayes. 


State  of  Ohio,  Executive  Department, 
Columbus,  December  14,  1871. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  Your  resignation  as  Judge  of  the  Superior 
Court  of  Cincinnati,  to  take  effect  on  the  31st  day  of  December, 
1871,  is  received. 

The  bar  and  the  people  will  no  doubt  signify  to  you  in  many 
ways  their  appreciation  of  the  great  and  eminent  talents  and 
learning  which  for  so  many  years  you  have  given  to  the  public. 
The  law  makes  no  provision,  can  make  no  provision,  suitably  to 
reward  such  services  as  you  have  rendered.  I  know  that  with 
your  character  you  will  always  feel  that  your  best  reward  for 
what  you  have  done  is  the  consciousness  of  duty  performed. 

With  the  highest  respect  for  your  character,  personal  and 
professional,  I  have  the  honor  to  subscribe  myself, 

Sincerely  yours, 

R.  B.  Hayes.* 


Honorable  B.  Storer, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio. 


Columbus,  December  16,  1871. 

Dear  Sir  :  —  The  plan  you  recommended  has  been  much  con¬ 
sidered  by  those  who  have  given  attention  [to]  prison  reforms. 

*  In  gratefully  acknowledging  this  letter  Judge  Storer  wrote:  — ‘‘In 
these  days  of  political  selfishness,  when  every  generous  feeling  would 
seem  to  be  lost  in  the  struggle  of  ambition  with  the  grosser  elements  of 
our  being,  it  is  cheering  to  be  assured  there  is  a  public  man  who,  while 
he  has  faithfully  performed  his  duty,  can  retire  from  the  gubernatorial 
office  pure  and  uncontaminated.  This  those  who  know  you  will  readily 
assure  you  is  their  deep  conviction  —  true  to  God  and  the  country.” 
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It  is  unquestionably  suggestive  of  right  measures.  The  true 
thing  is  to  form  in  prisoners  habits  of  thrift  and  self-control.  — 
Something  like  the  plan  which  is  known  to  the  world  as  the 
Irish  system.  Industry  and  good  conduct  should  be  rewarded  in 
all  our  prisons.  The  proposition  you  favor  is  in  the  line  of 
present  progress.  Prisoners  ought  to  be  better  provided  when 
they  leave  prisons,  and  ought  to  be  able  to  earn  something  dur¬ 
ing  their  imprisonment  to  be  placed  where  they  wish. 

As  you  take  an  interest  in  studies  that  I  have  given  some 
thought  to,  I  send  you  a  volume  containing  discussions  of  the 
topic. 

Sincerely, 

N.  H.  Bostwick,  R.  B.  Hayes. 

Medina,  Ohio. 

Private 

Columbus,  December  18,  1871. 

My  dear  H — :  —  I  have  yours  of  yesterday.  When  I  wrote 
you  I  felt  perfectly  free  to  appoint  you  and  Miner.  The  latter 
because  he  has  the  recommendation  of  the  bar  quite  decidedly. 
I  am*  probably  still  free  to  leave  out  Walker  if  you  will  take  the 
place.  I  foolishly,  without  waiting  for  your  letter,  said  some 
things.  It  happened  this  way.  I  got  a  letter  from  Matthews 
recommending  Miner  and  Walker.  I  knew  he  preferred  you  to 
either  and  inferred  that  your  decision  was  regarded,  or  known 
by  him  to  be  final.  Friday  and  Saturday  I  saw  Lincoln,  Cox,  and 
Hoadly.  All  spoke  of  you  and  regarded  your  refusal  as  final, 
all  being  favorable  —  very  favorable  to  your  appointment.  But 
all  recommending  Miner  and  Walker.  I  told  all  that  I  should 
have  appointed  you  if  you  would  take  it.  Now,  to  all  of  these 
gentlemen  I  said  that  I  would  not  say  decisively  that  I  would 
appoint  Miner  and  Walker,  but  I  probably  left  all  with  the  im¬ 
pression  that  [I]  would  appoint  them  and  they  may  have  so 
reported  me  in  many  quarters  in  the  confidential  way  such 
things  are  done.  I  went  so  far  as  to  block  out  a  short  letter 
to  you,  dated  back  in  the  beginning  of  this  thing,  enclosing  you 
a  commission  to  fill  Taft’s  vacancy.  I  intended  to  put  the  ap¬ 
pointment  on  record  and  your  declination  of  it.  I  mean  a  “mem.” 
of  it,  etc.,  etc. 
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I  am  now  disposed  to  leave  the  question  altogether  to  you. 
You  may  decide,  and  I  will  abide  by  it  cheerfully. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

John  W.  Herron,  Esq., 

Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Columbus,  December  24,  1871. 

My  dear  Guy  :  I  am  so  glad  to  get  your  warm  old-times 
letter  that  I  acknowledge  it  without  waiting  for  time  to  do  as 
I  would  like. 

My  term  ends  in  two  weeks  and  I  am  so  busy  closing  up 
various  matters  that  I  have  no  time  to  think  of  anything  else. 

One  thing  on  public  affairs:  You  have  seen  the  President 
on  amnesty.  Be  assured  that  about  all  you  would  ask  will  be 
done  soon.  Delays  and  hitches  are  to  be  expected.  There  are 
wrong-headed  people  on  all  sides,  but  the  generous  and  just 
will  in  due  time  win  everywhere.  The  old  strifes  are  about  at 
an  end.  An  era  of  good  feeling  prevails  here  to  a  degree  not 
seen  before  in  fifty  years.  It  will  extend  and  embrace  all  unless 
new  causes  arise.  But  the  old  sectional  bitterness  is  dying  out 
rapidly  never  to  revive.  New  parties  and  new  divisions  in  which 
I  shall  take  no  prominent  part  are  in  plain  view  ahead.  But  — 
Kind  regards  to  yours. 

As  ever, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  Guy  M.  Bryan, 

T  ex  as. 


Columbus,  December  24,  1871. 

My  dear  Sir  :  I  have  caused  to  be  sent  you  the  reports  of 
the  last  three  years  of  the  Board  of  State  Charities.  The  report 
of  the  current  year  is  not  yet  published. 

You  will  see  that  the  powers  of  the  board  are  small  —  merely 
to  investigate  and  expose  abuses.  But  the  results  of  their  work 
have  been  most  valuable.  Our  jails,  infirmaries  —  in  fact  all 
penal,  reformatory,  benevolent,  etc.  institutions  —  are  vastly  im¬ 
proved  as  a  direct  result  of  what  they  have  done.  The  expense 
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is  nominal  —  viz.,  clerk  hire  and  stationery.  Less  than  twenty- 
five  hundred  dollars  per  year.  They  ought  to  have  more  power, 
and  will  have  in  this  State  soon,  I  doubt  not.  But  their  work 
has  been  so  good,  that  more  seems  unnecessary  to  vindicate  their 
importance. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

A.  W.  Alexander,  Esq., 

St.  Louis,  Missouri. 


Columbus,  December  25,  1871. 

My  dear  Mrs.  Deshler:  —  Your  country  and  party  lost  one 
of  its  shrewdest  leaders  when  your  husband  left  politics  for 
business.  Take  this  as  an  example  of  his  fitness  for  the  devious 
paths  of  public  life.  Wishing  to  make  the  governor  happy  by 
giving  him  what  he  really  wants,  and  to  make  the  wife  of  his 
excellency  still  happier  by  the  flattery  of  a  gift  she  is  not  specially 
addicted  to,  he  sends  her,  with  good,  honied  words,  the  very 
things  her  husband  likes,  with  an  intimation  that  he  is  too 
Spartan-like  in  his  virtue  to  take  presents !  So  you  see  both 
flattered  and  both  fed  —  two  birds  hit  with  one  stone  and  both 
hit  in  two  places,  and  both  places  mortal.  Watch  him  closely 


—  he  needs  it. 


Sincerely, 


Mrs.  William  G.  Deshler, 
Columbus. 


R.  B.  Hayes. 


Columbus,  December  27,  1871. 

My  dear  Sir  :  —  I  am  glad  to  know  your  views  are  so  exactly 
in  accord  with  my  own  as  to  the  new  duties  you  enter  upon  next 
week.  Two  things  I  want  to  sav:  You  are  in  the  place  of  Judge 
Storer  because  his  resignation  takes  effect  one  day  sooner  than 
Judge  Taft’s.  Your  commission  is  operative  December  31,  Judge 
Walker’s  January  1.  I  don’t  know  as  seniority  is  of  any  im¬ 
portance,  but  if  so  the  intention  was  to  give  it  to  you. 

The  other  remark  is,  the  only  objection  from  the  bar  was  on 
the  score  of  promptness.  This  you  appreciate.  I  am  glad  of  it. 
You  will  make  few  mistakes,  in  any  event,  I  am  confident.  De¬ 
lays  and  postponement,  trials  long  drawn  out,  are  the  evils  of 
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that  court.  By  going  to  the  opposite  extreme,  even,  you  will 
make  no  mistake. 

It  really  did  me  good  to  have  the  opportunity  to  do  this  thing. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  J.  Z.  Miner, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Private. 

Columbus,  December  28,  1871. 

My  Dear  S — : — The  letters  came  to  hand  safely.  They  could 
only  be  included  in  the  printed  lists  in  this  way.  We  had  three 
letters  of  General  Harrison.  We  changed  the  figure  from  three 
to  twenty-four,  or  “sich,”  (I  can’t  give  you  the  exact  figures) 
between  certain  dates. 

I  shall  not  go  before  the  caucus  —  shall  not  be  a  candidate 
[for  the  senatorship]  under  any  circumstances.  I  know  nothing 
interesting.  Sherman  seems  likely  to  go  in  easily.  I  send  you 
my  message  not  to  be  used  until,  etc.,  etc. 

I  wish  I  could  serve  you.  Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

William  Henry,  Smith, 

Chicago,  Illinois. 


Columbus,  December  28,  1871. 

Dear  Sir:  — My  wife’s  father,  James  Webb,  was  a  member 
of  a  company  commanded  by  Captain  Garrard  in  the  War  of 
1812.  The  company  belonged,  I  think,  to  Bourbon  County,  and 
I  am  told  by  General  Leslie  Coombs  that  you  can  probably  give 
me  some  account  of  its  services.  Dr.  Webb  was  quite  young 
and  I  think  serveG  for  only  a  few  months.  I  would  like  to  know 
where,  when,  and  what  the  service  was  during  his  term  of  en¬ 
listment.  It  is  merely  as  a  matter  interesting  to  my  children 
that  I  ask  about  it.  Any  facts,  anecdotes,  or  items  of  any  sort 
you  may  be  able  to  give  about  Dr.  Webb  will  be  interesting  and 
will  confer  a  favor  on,  Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Major  Jerry  Duncan, 

Paris,  Kentucky. 
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Columbus,  Ohio,  December  29,  1871. 

My  dear  General:  —  I  am  much  interested  in  an  unfortunate 
boy  named  Charles  R.  West  who  is  now  in  the  penitentiary  at 
Leavenworth,  sentenced  to  four  years’  imprisonment  for  desert¬ 
ing  Company  C,  Sixth  Cavalry.  I  want  to  get  him  out  of  the 
scrape  as  soon  as  possible  and  to  take  such  steps,  and  only  such 
steps,  as  are  likely  to  do  it. 

My  interest  in  him  arises  in  this  way.  His  mother  was  a 
friend  of  my  wife  in  prosperous  days  before  either  were  married 
‘—always  a  nice  and  estimable  lady.  She  married  a  Methodist 
preacher  who  died  six  or  seven  years  ago  leaving  her  with  three 
children  and  no  property.  The  boy  Charles  was  born  June  25, 
1853,  grew  up  an  affectionate,  doless  fellow  with  a  fairish  char¬ 
acter,  and  when  he  was  a  few  weeks  past  seventeen  he  ran  away, 
enlisted  in  September,  1870,  and  in  May,  1871,  deserted.  An 
application  was  made  through  Mr.  Sherman  for  his  pardon  and 
discharge.  To  this  application  a  reply  was  made  refusing  the 
discharge  and  the  pardon  “at  this  time  at  least.”  This  was 
November  13  last. 

I  send  you  the  application  and  the  letter  of  Secretary  Belknap 
to  inform  you  fully  with  the  request  that  you  will  return  them 
with  your  advice  and  suggestions. 

I  would  not  trouble  you  with  this  if  I  did  not  take  a  deep 
interest  in  it. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

General  John  Pope, 

Leavenworth,  Kansas. 


Columbus,  December  29,  1871. 

Dear  General  :  —  I  am  going  back  to  Cincinnati  in  a  few 
weeks,  very  glad  to  be  out  of  the  bondage  of  office  and  the  ruts 
of  politics.  I  do  not  mean  to  take  any  prominent  part  in  public 
affairs  again.*  My  family,  friendships,  books,  and  happiness 

*  General  Pope  in  reply  declared :  — “Your  resolution  to  take  no 
further  conspicuous  part  in  public  affairs  is  not  accepted  with  so  much 
satisfaction  even  if  you  had  the  power  to  carry  it  out.  Men  like  you 
are  too  much  needed  in  public  affairs  to  be  permitted  thus  to  escape 
the  bondage  of  public  life.  ...  I  do  not  for  a  moment  believe  that 

1  3  * 
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will,  I  hope,  hereafter  be  the  aims  of  life.  I  quit  in  no  disgust. 
My  dip  into  the  pool  has  been  rather  comfortable  than  otherwise, 
but  I  have  a  schoolboy’s  vacation  feeling  in  leaving  it. 

I  saw  Mills  and  Force  a  few  days  ago.  Sincere,  sterling  men 
they  are.  Of  course  we  talked  of  you  in  the  friendliest  way. 
All  had  read  the  soldier  talk  you  made  some  weeks  ago.  I 
can  t  help  feeling  that  you  owe  the  world  a  book  or  two.  I  am 
sure  success  would  attend  you  in  such  an  effort. 

Sincerely  your  friend, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

General  Pope. 


Columbus,  December  29,  1871. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  The  sentences  you  read  Mr.  Boutwell  did 
not  accurately  convey  my  meaning  if  his  remark  as  to  keeping 
and  eating  our  cake  was  in  point.  We  can  afford,  politically 
speaking,  to  bear  present  taxation  with  present  reduction  of  the 
debt,  much  better  than  reduced  taxation  without  the  reduction  of 
the  debt.  By  “we”  I  mean  the  people  of  Ohio. 

I  have  not  been  and  shall  not  be  a  candidate  for  the  Senate. 
Mr.  Sherman  is  quite  surely  to  be  elected. 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  that  the  judge  is  so  poorly.  Perhaps  a 
return  to  Ohio  will  freshen  him  up.  I  hope  so. 

T  have  no  present  purpose  of  coming  to  Washington.  I  shall, 
of  course,  come  sometime,  but  my  journeys  in  that  direction  are 
not  likely  to  be  frequent.  Albeit  I  think  of  it  and  you  with  very 
great  pleasure. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

J.  H.  Saville, 

Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  December  31,  1871.  Sunday.  —  I  begin  a 
new  note-book  with  the  last  day  of  the  year  and  the  first  day  of 

the  people  will  permit  you  to  withdraw  from  what  they  consider  a  duty 
*o  the  country.  ...  I  foresee  a  great  future  for  you  and  don’t  think 
that  a  few  years’  vacation  will  have  other  than  a  favorable  influence  upon 
your  career.” 
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my  twentieth  year  of  married  life.  I  leave  the  governor’s  office 
next  week,  and  with  it  public  life.  Elected  city  solicitor  thirteen 
years  ago,  I  have  held  offices,  civil  or  military,  ever  since,  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  weeks  in  the  spring  of  1861  and  a  few 
weeks  in  the  fall  or  winter  of  1867,  after  I  resigned  my  seat 
in  the  Fortieth  Congress  and  before  I  entered  upon  my  duties 
as  governor.  The  life  has  been  on  the  whole  a  pleasant  one. 
But  for  ten  years  and  over  my  salaries  have  not  equalled  my 
expenses,  and  there  has  been  a  feeling  of  responsibility,  a  lack 
of  independence,  and  a  necessary  neglect  of  my  family  and  per¬ 
sonal  interests  and  comfort,  which  make  the  prospect  of  a  change 
comfortable  to  think  of. 

The  whole  family  has  been  together  during  these  holidays. 
The  boys  all  seem  to  be  forming  good  characters.  None  of  them 
are  remarkable  for  talents,  acquirements,  or  industry. 

The  old  people  have  had  a  happy  life  together.  Lucy  is  hand¬ 
some,  ages  slowly,  and  gaining  flesh  with  years,  is  a  fine  matronly- 
looking  woman. 

I  quit  public  life  with  good  feeling  towards  the  world  in  gen¬ 
eral  and  my  political  friends  and  adversaries  in  particular.  The 
place  of  United  States  Senator  has  seemed  to  be  within  my 
reach ;  at  any  rate,  so  nearly  so  that  many  of  my  friends  think 
I  might  have  it.  A  year  ago  the  question  came  before  me  for 
decision.  Men  were  fixing  up  slates  and  getting  the  wires  ready. 
I  was  urged  to  enter  the  contest.  Now,  of  course,  I  would  like 
to  be  a  senator,  notwithstanding  the  solid  reasons  there  are  why 
I  should  quit  this  sort  of  life.  But  I  do  not  care  enough  for  it 
to  go  into  a  struggle  for  it.  And  so  I  told  my  friends  to  look 
elsewhere  for  a  candidate  and  they  have  formed  other  alliances. 


Columbus,  January  1,  1872. 

My  dear  Joe: —  .  .  .  The  law  creating  the  Board  of  State 

Charities  was  passed  April  17,  1867.  .  .  .  Supposing  you 

feel  aggrieved  by  their  censure,  I  wish  to  say  quite  earnestly: 
“Keep  your  own  counsels  until  you  are  all  ready  to  act.  Don’t 
talk  to  anybody,  and  don’t  act  until  I  can  advise  with  you.”  It  is 
the  simple  truth  that  the  Board  of  State  Charities  have  done  more 
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good  in  the  matter  of  the  treatment  of  criminals,  the  unfortunate, 
and  the  poor,  than  any  other  agency  we  have  ever  had  in  Ohio. 
They  may  and  doubtless  do  make  mistakes,  but  on  the  whole 
their  work  is  most  important  and  valuable.  I  know  you  never 
acted  harshly  or  cruelly,  willingly,  much  less  intentionally,  but 
there  are  two  sides  to  the  question  of  your  grievance.  But  what 
I  wish  to  say  is,  Do  not  act  until  your  friends  have  a  chance 
to  be  heard  by  you. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Dr.  J.  T.  Webb, 

Longview  Asylum, 

Carthage,  near  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 


January  2,  1872.  —  Yesterday  I  was  detained  at  my  office, 
waiting  for  the  announcement  that  the  Legislature  was  organized 
and  ready  to  receive  my  message,  during  the  most  of  the  day. 
The  committee  called  about  5  P.  M.  I  made  a  few  calls  with 
my  successor,  General  Noyes,  at  the  noon  recess,  viz.,  at  Gov¬ 
ernor  Dennison’s,  John  G.  Deshler’s,  General  Comly’s,  President 
M.  M.  Green’s,  of  Hocking  Valley  Railroad,  and  at  Mrs.  Hayes’. 
After  the  message  was  sent  in,  I  called  on  .  [many 

friends],  and  took  supper  with  R.  D.  Harrison.  Guests:  Gov¬ 
ernor  Dennison,  General  Noyes,  Senator  Jones,  of  Licking,  Gen¬ 
eral  Wm.  H.  Enochs,  of  Ironton,  Colonel  Wm.  R.  Thrall,  etc. 
Altogether,  a  happy  New  Year’s  day.  Lucy  had  about  one  hun¬ 
dred  callers  and  enjoyed  it  vastly. 

Wednesday,  January  y.  —  For  three  or  four  days  it  has  seemed 
to  be  quite  certain  that  the  senatorship  was  at  my  command. 
The  Democrats,  with  possibly  two  or  three  exceptions,  are  ready 
to  vote  for  me,  are  desirous  to  vote  for  me,  and,  it  is  said,  in 
case  I  would  consent  to  an  election  in  this  way,  enough  Republi¬ 
cans  will  stay  out  of  the  Republican  caucus  to  eject  me.  I 
squarely  and  steadily  refuse  to  take  the  step.  I  will  not  consent 
to  take  and  hold  the  office  without  the  majority  of  the  Repub¬ 
licans  in  the  Legislature  wish  me  to  do  it ;  and  with  my  present 
feelings  I  would  not  want  it  even  then.  I  wish  to  get  out  of 
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politics,  to  be  independent,  to  attend  to  my  private  and  family 
affairs.  Yet,  I  suppose,  if  the  majority  of  the  Republicans  should 
wish  it,  that  I  would  consent.  But  of  that  there  is  no  probability, 
unless  I  become  actively  a  candidate,  and  that  I  shall  not  do. 

As  to  the  union  of  the  Democrats  and  a  few  Republicans  who 
are  so  anxious  to  defeat  Mr.  Sherman  that  they  will  separate 
from  their  party  so  far  as  to  stay  out  of  caucus,  I  will  not  con¬ 
sent  to  unite  in  that  scheme.  I  am  a  party  man  and  until  the 
party  decides  to  act  without  a  caucus,  I  must  abide  by  the  caucus. 
I  think  the  day  is  perhaps  coming  when  the  party  ought  in 
cases  like  this  to  give  up  the  caucus.  But  that  question  is  for 
the  party  to  decide. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  January  3,  1872. 

Dear  Uncle  :  — Everything  for  two  days  or  three  has  been 
absorbed  in  the  senatorial  fight.  I  am  squarely  out  of  it.  It  has 
seemed,  and  still  seems,  that  I  could  command  the  place  by 
entering  the  contest.  But  I  have  steadily  refused.  I  could  not 
consent,  even  if  I  wanted  it,  in  the  way  proposed.  The  requisite 
number  of  Republicans  to  elect  added  to  the  Democrats  would 
stay  out  of  caucus  if  I  would  consent  to  be  elected  that  way. 
This  is  the  only  condition  —  my  consent  to  be  elected.  The 
upshot  will  be,  I  think,  that  Sherman  will  be  nominated  and 
elected.  It  is  rather  pleasant  to  be  so  endorsed  by  one’s  op¬ 
ponents,  but,  etc.,  etc.,  etc. 

I  will  come  up  and  stay  a  day  or  two  or  three  after  the  inaugu¬ 
ration  of  Noyes.  —  All  well. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  January  5,  1872. 

My  dear  General  :  —  I  am  glad  to  know  by  your  letter  that 
you  will  retain  your  citizenship  in  Ohio  and  ultimately  return 
to  Cleveland.  This  being  so,  of  course,  you  ought  not  to  leave 
your  place  in  the  Antietam  Board. 

By  my  message  you  will  see  that  I  quote  largely  from  your  last 
report.  It  will  set  people  to  thinking.  I  also  publish  with  my 
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message  your  report.  As  I  may  become  railroad  engineer,  con¬ 
ductor,  or  something  else,  I  shall  not  hesitate  to  accept  a  D.  H. 
on  your  railroads. 

My  regards  to  “home  folks.”  We  give  our  blow-out  Monday 
night.  John  Sherman  is  again  Senator  —  much  aided  by  Ash¬ 
ley  and  the  savage  attacks  of  the  Democrats.  It  did  look  as  if 
they  would  take  me  or  anybody  else  to  beat  him.  Of  course  we 
did  not  bite. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

General  George  B.  Wright. 

Meadville,  Pennsylvania. 


January  p,  18/2.  —  We  gave  a  reception  to  the  Legislature, 
the  state  officials,  officers,  and  employes  of  the  institutions,  the 
mayor  and  council  of  Columbus,  clergymen,  press,  the  callers  of 
New  Year  s  day,  and  other  gentlemen.  It  was  in  honor  of  the 
governor  elect,  General  Edward  F.  Noyes.  Mrs.  Noyes,  and 
young  Eddy  were  present.  They  stayed  at  our  house  the  dav 
and  night  of  the  inauguration.  Birch  was  our  only  boy  present. 
Senator  Sherman,  General  Ashley,  Mr.  Parsons,  and  others  pres¬ 
ent.  A  very  lively,  happy  thing  of  the  sort.  Oceans  of  oysters, 
ice  cream,  meringues,  coffee,  etc.,  etc.,  left  over,  were  sent  next 
day  to  the  hospital  and  to  friends.  I  like  on  such  occasion  to 
have  a  good  surplus.  A  failure  to  have  enough  would  vex  me 
sorely. 


Acts  I  have  urged  the  Legislature  to  adopt  or  otherwise  con¬ 
tributed  to:  — 1.  Geological  Survey.  2.  Soldiers’  Orphans’ 
Home.  3.  Board  of  State  Charities.  4.  Removal  of  Central 
Lunatic  Asylum  out  of  the  city  of  Columbus.  3-  Provision  for 
the  chronic  insane.  6.  A  graded  prison,  enlargement  of  prison, 
improvement  of  prison  discipline.  7.  Minority  representation. 
8.  Agricultural  college.  9.  Governor’s  portraits.  10.  The  suf¬ 
frage  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  Ohio,  1867.  n.  The 
Fifteenth  Amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
1869.  12.  The  Lincoln  Memorial  —  T.  D.  Jones.  13.  Inebriate 
Asylum.  14.  Right  to  vote  of  disabled  volunteers  at  National 
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Asylum  at  Dayton.  15.  Right  to  vote  of  visible  admixtures. 
16.  Right  to  vote  of  college  students.  17.  Collection  of  pioneer 
sketches,  letters,  and  other  manuscripts,  throwing  light  on 
pioneer  history;  purchase  of  St.  Clair  papers.  18.  Collection  of 
work  of  the  mound-builders.  19.  Took  ground  that  no  more 
public  debts  ought  to  be  allowed.  20.  As  to  judges  —  mode  of 
appointing  —  term  of  office,  salaries.  21.  Girls’  Reformatory. 
22.  Monuments  to  Generals  Harrison  and  Hamer. 

I  have  appointed  political  adversaries  on  important  boards, 
viz.,  Agricultural  College,  Soldiers’  Orphans’  Home,  the  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Mining  and  Strikes.  At  first  the  attempt  to  put  a  Demo¬ 
crat  on  each  board  was  resisted  in  the  Senate  of  the  State.  I 
was  assailed  as  untrue  to  my  party,  but  the  advantages  of  minor¬ 
ity  representation  were  soon  apparent,  and  the  experiment  be¬ 
came  successful. 


CHAPTER  XXX 

REFUSES  SENATORSHIP -  NOMINATED  FOR  CONGRESS - 

NAMED  AS  UNITED  STATES  ASSISTANT  TREASURER - 

LAND  INVESTMENTS -  1872-1873 


Columbus,  Ohio,  January  9,  1872. 


Dear  Uncle:  —  I  feel  foolishly  happy  this,  my  first  day  of 
freedom.  For  a  week  or  two  past,  there  has  been  a  feel¬ 
ing  with  me  that  something  might  happen  to  cast  a  shadow  on 
the  four  years  of  good  fortune  in  the  governor’s  office.  Besides 
1  was  hurried  with  perplexing  business  to  the  last  moment.  To¬ 
day  I  am  independent.  Our  big  reception  went  off  nicely. 
Everybody  says  pleasant  things.  It  looks  as  if  I  might  have 
been  Senator.  My  refusal  gives  me  position,  and,  true  or  not, 
the  common  remark  is  that  I  am  the  most  esteemed  of  the  gov¬ 
ernors  within  the  memory  of  people  living.  But  enough  of  this 
vanity. 

I  read  in  the  Supreme  Court  this  morning  a  fine  eulogy  on 
Tom  Ewing  sent  me  by  my  old  friend  Judge  William  Johnston. 

Birch  left  this  morning.  I  never  enjoyed  his  companionship 
so  much  as  during  this  visit.  I  tested  his  intellect  in  various 
little  ways.  It  is  very  solid.  His  modesty  and  physical  inert¬ 
ness  are  in  the  way  of  progress,  but  I  hope  he  will  in  a  good  de¬ 
gree  overcome  both  as  he  gets  older. 

I  shall  piobably  come  up  in  a  short  time  and  visit  you  three 
or  four  days. 

I  send  you  a  Duluth  paper  with  some  articles  marked.  I 
think  the  question  of  its  growth  is  now  settled  in  its  favor. 


Sincerely, 


S.  Birchard. 


R.  B.  Hayes. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  January  9,  1872. 
My  dear  Judge:  — Your  letter  of  the  second  came  on  time. 
I  got  the  sketch  of  Mr.  Ewing  Sunday,  and  read  it  today  to  a 
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good  audience  of  the  best  lawyers  in  this  part  of  the  State  in  the 
supreme  court  room.  It  was  universally  appreciated  as  you 
would  wish.  I  regret  you  could  not  have  delivered  it  in  person. 
There  were  no  solid  speeches  made.  The  resolutions  and  pre¬ 
amble  were  much  better  than  common. 

I  am  a  free  man  again  and  jolly  as  a  beggar.  I  should  be  glad 
[to]  meet  you  while  I  am  my  own  man  to  talk  as  of  old.  We 
will  return  to  Cincinnati  in  a  few  weeks  to  enjoy  ourselves  until 
something  turns  up.  —  Our  regards  to  Mrs.  Johnston. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 


Honorable  William  Johnston, 
Washington,  D.  C. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  January  9,  1872. 

My  dear  General  :  —  I  have  had  no  leisure  to  write  you  be¬ 
fore.  It  really  gave  me  much  gratification  to  see  the  charitable 
and  friendly  way  in  which  you  take  my  decision  adverse  to  your 
wishes.  I  thank  you  for  it. 

I  also  have  to  thank  you  for  the  excellent  little  book  of  Gen¬ 
eral  Beirce.  I  found  to  my  surprise  and  to  the  surprise  of  the 
librarian  nimself,  that  the  work  was  already  in  the  library.  I 
therefore,  will,  if  you  please,  keep  it  myself.  It  will  from  my 
hands  go  either  to  the  Historical  Society  of  Cincinnati  or  some 
other  similar  place. 

Believe  me  sincerely,  yours, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 


General  A.  C.  Voris, 
Akron,  Ohio. 


Wednesday,  January  10,  1872.  —  The  Republican  caucus  last 
week  nominated  Sherman  for  Senator.  I  had  peremptorily  with¬ 
drawn.  One  senator,  Mr.  Gage  of  Findlay,  refused  to  vote  for 
Sherman  and  voted  for  Schenck.  A  number  of  the  others  re¬ 
mained  in  caucus,  eight,  it  is  said,  with  the  understanding  that 
they  were  not  to  be  held  bound  by  the  result.  But  they  all  voted 
for  Sherman's  nomination.  This  was  regarded  as  final. 
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Yesterday,  in  compliance  with  the  law  of  Congress,  the  two 
houses  voted  separately  for  Senator.  In  the  Senate  seventeen 
Republicans  voted  for  Sherman  and  one,  Mr.  Gage,  for  Schenck. 
In  the  House  fifty-seven,  all  of  the  straight  Republicans,  voted 
for  Sherman.  General  Powell,  Independent  Republican,  voted 
for  Cox,  and  the  Democrats  of  the  two  houses  all  voted  for 
General  Morgan.  This  seemed  conclusive  and  that  no  split 
would  occur  in  the  Republican  ranks. 

Last  night,  after  I  had  put  out  the  lights  and  was  about  re¬ 
tiring,  the  bell  was  rung.  On  coming  down  and  opening  the  door, 
a  senator,  General  Casement,  and  Ford,  a  representative,  both 
Republicans,  entered.  I  took  them  into  the  parlor.  The  senator 
began  promptly :  “Well,  I  come  to  business  at  once.  We  want 
to  make  you  Senator.  There  are  eight  Republicans,  three  sen¬ 
ators  and  five  representatives,  who  are  ready  to  stand  in  the 
breach.  John  Sherman  is  a  corrupt  man  and  ought  to  be  de¬ 
feated.  I  have  nothing  personal  against  him.  He  and  his 
brothers  have  always  treated  me  well,  but  he  is  utterly  corrupt 
and  I  mean  to  beat  him.  We  can  do  it,  if  you  will  consent.’ 
There  are  many  Republicans  who  are  opposed  to  him,  but  they 
will  vote  for  him  on  one  or  two  ballots,  yielding  to  the  majority. 
His  defeat  is  certain  if  you  consent.  Besides,  the  man  now 
elected  Senator  over  the  caucus  will  be  the  next  President  of 
the  United  States.” 

This  is  the  substance  of  his  talk.  It  was  earnest  and  rapid, 
at  times  somewhat  warm.  The  representative  was  less  con¬ 
fident,  but  felt  sure  of  five  or  six  who  would  bolt  to  elect  either 
Hayes  or  Garfield.  Names  were  given  and  other  particulars. 

My  reP]y  was  that-  with  my  views  of  duty,  I  could  not  honor¬ 
ably  consent  and  would  not.  The  senator  said  it  was  strange  to 
see  the  senatorship  refused  with  the  Presidency  in  prospect. 
The  conversation  lasted  perhaps  fifteen  minutes.  I  made  the 
j point  on  them  that  they  were  now  committed  to  Sherman  them¬ 
selves;  that  the  public  would  so  regard  it;  that  their  votes  in 
caucus  and  in  the  Legislature  were  totally  inconsistent  with 
their  present  efforts.  I  he  senator  did  most  of  the  talking  He 
replied  that  those  votes  did  not  bind  them.  That  his  nature  was 
for  open,  square  work,  but  that  to  beat  the  trickery  and  money 
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of  Sherman,  there  must  be  some  concealment  of  purpose ;  that 
if  the  design  had  been  known,  money  would  have  been  used  to 
buy  Democratic  votes. 

I  urged  the  importance  of  not  splitting  the  Republican  party; 
of  electing  a  Republican  President  once  more,  at  least;  that  the 
defeat  of  Grant  now  was  to  give  the  Government  to  the  enemies 
of  the  recent  amendments  and  to  unsettle  all. 

The  senator  said  he  was  not  hostile  to  Grant,  but  Grant  had 
done  many  bad  things  and  his  defeat  by  a  good  Republican 
would  be  a  good  thing.  At  last  he  asked :  “Well,  if  we  vote  for 
and  elect  you,  will  you  not  accept?” 

I  replied  that  my  decision  applied  to  the  whole  thing;  that  I 
would  not  be  used  for  the  purpose  he  wished  in  any  way.  or 
under  any  circumstances.  They  left  with  handshakings  and’ the 
remark  by  the  senator  that  it  was  “strange  to  see  a  man  throw 
away  the  senator'ship.” 

1  went  to  bed  after  telling  it  to  Lucy  who  laughed  and  said 
she  would  not  sleep  now  for  fear  of  some  Democrat  slipping  in. 
f  soon  fell  into  a  sound  sleep;  was  aroused  by  repeated  ringing 
of  my  door-bell.  Went  down  in  my  nightshirt.  In  came  my 
fiiend  John  G.  Deshler,  who  said  a  party  had  been  meeting  at 
hib  house  for  a  week  past,  that  they  were  now  there,  had  been 
all  the  evening,  and  that  they  could  elect  me  and  had  decided  to 
do  it.  if  I  would  consent.  That  a  senator,  not  heretofore  counted 
on.  would  vote  for  me.  That  the  voting  had  been  between  Hor¬ 
ton.  Garfield,  and  me;  that  I  had  been  the  favorite,  but  that  not 
until  now  was  there  a  united  vote  for  me  sufficient  to  elect.  Two 
Democrats  had  been  bought  by  Sherman.  Sands  was  here  with 
money  and  the  presidents  of  two  Mansfield  banks  were  on  hand 
for  Sherman.  “But  now  I  believe  we  can  elect  you  and  you 
must  consent.” 

This  was  all  said  rapidly  with  no  pause  to  hear  from  me.  I 
said:  “Well,  I  can’t  honorably  do  it  and  there  is  no  use  talking; 
it  is  settled  and  has  been  for  weeks.”  He  said:  “Well,  if  you 
say  that,  I  must  give  it  up.  I  admire  your  principle,  but  John 
Sherman  wouldn’t  do  it.  Say  nothing  about  this.”  And  he  re¬ 
turned  to  his  carriage  and  I  to  sleep.  The  senator  [had]  said  at 
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parting,  “This  ought  to  be  private,  but  it  is  among  gentlemen  and 
I  need  say  nothing.” 

The  election  by  joint  convention  of  the  two  houses  will  take 
place  today  at  noon.  I  am  curious  to  see  what  these  gentlemen 
will  do.  Lucy  says:  “Thank  fortune  we  don’t  want  to  be 
elected  that  way.  If  we  were  Democrats,  it  would  do  —  all  the 
votes  of  our  own  party  and  a  few  of  the  other.  That  would 
do.” 

At  the  bar  meeting  held  in  the  Supreme  Court  room  yesterday 
morning  on  the  occasion  of  Mr.  Ewing’s  death,  I  heard  a  remark 
worth  noting  from  Judge  J.  R.  Swan.  Noticing  how  changed 
Mr.  H.  H.  Hunter,  the  president  of  the  meeting,  was  —  how  thin 
he  was  getting,  —  Judge  Swan  said:  “As  men  get  old,  they 
either  dry  up  or  swell  and  puff  up  like  old  rotting  logs.  I  don’t 
know  which  is  to  be  preferred.” 


Columbus,  January  io,  1872. 

My  dear  Sir  :  —  I  have  your  second  letter  on  the  commission. 
With  the  number  three  there  ought  to  be  no  objection  to  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  a  Democrat.  The  question  then  is  how  I  can  best 
serve  you.  I  do  not  in  cases  of  special  interest  undertake  to 
write  by  mail  to  the  President.  My  habit  is  to  write  a  letter  to 
some  friend  with  the  request  that  he  will  see  the  President  and 
show  him  or  read  to  him  what  I  say.  For  this  purpose  I  select 
the  friend  of  the  President  who  is  most  likely  to  be  also  friendly 
to  the  object  of  my  communication.  I  have  tried  Morton,  Bout- 
well,  Colfax,  General  Dent,  and  others.  Without  exception  I 
think  they  have  had  consideration  for  my  suggestions  —  not  al¬ 
ways  favorable  of  course,  but  attention  has  been  given  to  the 
matters  referred  to.  Now,  who  do  you  suggest?  Would  Sher¬ 
man,  Bingham,  Perry,  or  Stevenson  be  favorable? 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  C.  Reemelin, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio. 


January  //,  1872.  —  One  of  my  pet  schemes  for  the  future 
will  be  to  form  —  to  collect  —  a  complete  library  of  Ohio  books. 


RETURN  TO  CINCINNATI  — 1872 


195 


books  relating  to  the  State.  I  may  hope,  at  least,  for  twenty 
years  of  life.  In  that  time  I  may  gather  what  in  the  State 
Library,  or  other  fit  place,  will  be  of  much  interest. 


Columbus,  January  n,  1872. 

My  dear  Sir  :  —  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  9th  and 
have  with  great  satisfaction  suggested  your  name  to  Governor 
Noyes  this  morning.  It  is  possible  that  the  same  commission 
may  be  charged  with  the  erection  of  both  monuments,  —  Har¬ 
rison  s  and  Hamer  s.  If  so,  the  chance  of  your  appointment 
would  be  less. 

The  governor  will  listen  to  the  senator  and  representative  from 
your  county.  It  would  perhaps  be  well  for  you  to  advise  them 
also  of  your  wishes. 

I  am  quite  hopeful  that  this  tardy  justice  may  now  be  done. 
It  shall  have  such  support  from  me  as  I  can  properly  give. 
I  said  to  a  friend  that  if  it  failed  with  this  Legislature,  I  would 
try  to  get  a  seat  in  the  next  and  make  it  a  pet  scheme  until  car¬ 
ried.  I  will  try  to  give  your  proposed  article  wide  circulation. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Colonel  John  G.  Marshall, 

Georgetown,  Ohio. 


Columbus,  January  20,  1872. 

My  dear  Guy:  —  We  are  deeply  pained  to  hear  of  your 
overwhelming  loss.*  We  sympathize  with  you  —  we  sorrow 
with  you  we  feel  it  as  an  affliction  in  our  own  family.  I 
came  from  Fremont  yesterday,  where  I  had  spent  a  few  days 
with  Uncle  on  the  occasion  of  his  seventy-first  birthday.  Our 
talk  was  more  than  usual  of  you  and  the  comfort  we  had  in 
your  visit  last  summer.  He  will  share  your  grief.  But  what 
is  all  this  ?  May  God  bless  you  and  give  you  the  best  consolation 
possible.  I  feel  that  to  talk  of  such  a  loss  is  mockery. 

*  Mrs.  Bryan  had  died  January  1. 
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We  go  back  to  Cincinnati  next  week.  We  go  back  gladly 
notwithstanding  we  have  had  a  pleasant  life  here. 

As  ever, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  Guy  M.  Bryan, 

Texas. 


Cincinnati,  Ohio,  February  i,  1872. 

My  dear  Uncle:  —  We  are  getting  settled  quite  pleasantly. 
Shoemaker  has  a  son  and  his  wife  boarding  here.  He  (Shoe¬ 
maker)  told  little  Fan  that  you  gave  him  a  wagon  cover,  which 
made  him  (Shoemaker)  your  fast  friend  for  life.  This,  when  he 
was  setting  out  in  life.  Curious  how  little  things  —  acts  of  kind¬ 
ness  —  stick  even  in  flinty  natures. 

I  send  you  a  letter  of  General  Leslie  Coombs  to  put  with  those 
of  the  other  bigwigs.  Also  a  State  Journal  giving  a  good  ac¬ 
count  of  my  doings,  and  a  fine  article  on  Buttles.  Buttles  died 
of  delirium  brought  on  by  his  dreadful  vice  or  frailty. 

We  are  received  in  a  most  cordial  way  by  old  friends. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 

Cincinnati,  February  4,  1872. 

Dear  Uncle: —  Thanks  for  the  draft.  .  .  .  I  shall  enjoy 

life  here,  but  more  and  more  I  am  satisfied  with  my  final  decision 
on  two  points  —  public  life  and  my  permanent  residence  in 
future.  ...  All  well. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 


Cincinnati,  February  13,  /^.  —  Returned  here  about  the  last 
of  January,  took  rooms  for  Lucy,  Fanny,  Scott  R.,  Winnie  (our 
servant),  and  self  at  the  Carlisle  House,  near  our  old  home,  at 
fifty  dollars  per  week.  I  temporarily  office  with  Clinton  Kirby, 
Esq.,  northwest  comer  Sixth  and  Walnut. 

Alexander  Young’s  “Chronicles  of  Massachusetts  from  1623  to 
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1636,”  p.  531,  in  the  autobiography  of  Rev.  Thomas  Shepard, 
it  appears  that  in  1634  he  stopped  in  Ipswich,  England,  with  John 
Russell  and  afterwards  with  Edward  Collins.  Both  were  prob¬ 
ably  afterwards  of  Cambridge  and  ancestors  of  the  Hayes  family. 

I  want  to  study  up  railroad  law,  and  railroad  business  gener¬ 
ally.  Especially  as  to  the  construction  of  railroads. 

February  14,  1872.  —  Send  to  the  State  Library  all  of  the 
letters  on  the  governors’  portraits,  with  my  manuscript  account 
of  them. 


Duluth,  March  1,  1872. 

Dearest  :  —  I  reached  here  this  evening  after  dark.  The  snow 
is  gradually  shrinking  under  the  warm  sun,  but  is  still  eight  or 
ten  inches  at  least.  The  weather  is  good  —  bright,  clear  skies, 
and  bracing,  dry  air.  I  walked  out  with  General  Le  Due  and 
looked  at  the  block.  It  is  well  looking.  Talked  with  two  of  the 
tenants  —  the  shoe  store  and  the  hardware  men.  They  were 
evidently  proud  of  their  stores. 

I  should  feel  very  happy  if  I  knew  you  were  all  well.  But 
remembering  what  I  said  about  no  news,  I  conclude  you  are  all 
right.  If  I  hear  nothing  unfavorable  I  will  remain  here  and  out 
on  the  Northern  Pacific  perhaps  a  week  longer. 

Sincerely  —  no,  not  so  cold  —  affectionately  and  lovingly, 

Your 

R. 

Mrs.  Hayes. 

Duluth,  March  3,  1872. 

My  Darling:  —  Sunday  seems  the  family  day  and  so  I  write. 
This  morning  I  zvalked  down  to  Oneota  ( up  it  is)  to  visit  Rogers. 
I  found  them  living  in  about  our  sized  quarters  with  the  addition 
of  a  kitchen  and  upstairs.  But  very  neatly  papered  and  ordered 
in  a  homelike  way.  They  seemed  as  happy  as  any  family  I  have 
seen  in  a  long  time.  Mrs.  Rogers  is  a  noble  woman.  .  .  . 

The  works  here  are  something  wonderful  in  dimensions  and  in 
the  energy  with  which  they  are  driven  forward.  I  speak  of  the 
Northern  Pacific  docks  and  the  other  harbor  works.  The  harbor 
will  be  one  of  the  best,  perhaps  the  very  best,  on  all  the  lakes. 
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The  winter  weather  here  is  perfect,  clear,  still,  bracing,  and 
good  sleighing  for  three  months  past. 

We  go  out  on  the  Northern  Pacific  tomorrow.  The  trip  will 
pretty  well  use  up  the  week,  so  I  can  hardly  get  home  before 
the  nth  or  12th.  I  hear  nothing  from  you.  I  infer  from  this 
silence  that  you  are  getting  on  well.  .  .  . 

Affectionately, 

R. 

Mrs.  Hayes. 

Duluth,  March  7,  1872. 

Dear  Uncle:  —  I  returned  here  from  the  west  side  of  Red 
River  of  the  North  this  afternoon,  after  a  fine  trip  through  the 
wilderness  and  winter  snows.  Rogers  was  with  me,  also  the 
officers  of  the  North  Pacific  who  are  hereabouts.  We  slept  in  a 
tent  as  comfortably  as  ever,  in  Dakota  Territory.  Ours  was  the 
first  passenger  car  that  ever  went  to  Red  River.  The  snow  is  not 
very  deep  —  about  a  foot  and  four  inches.  The  railroad  cuts 
have  been  full  of  snow.  We  passed  through  the  snow  ten  or 
fifteen  feet  higher  than  the  top  of  the  car.  There  is  no  difficulty 
on  this  line  in  protecting  it  perfectly  from  snow  blockades.  The 
men  in  charge  are  fine  gentlemen  of  the  right  stamp.  Almost 
all  are  Vermonters. 

The  great  docks  are  building  with  the  greatest  rapidity  in  the 
harbor  here.  Colonel  Gaw,  who  remembers  and  speaks  pleasantly 
of  you,  is  in  charge,  and  has  shown  me  all  about  it. 

The  building  [ours]  is  a  good  one  and  is  rented  to  the  best 
tenants  in  town.  I  shall  stay  with  Rogers  until  Monday  and  hope 
to  reach  Fremont  Wednesday,  March  13. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 

Cincinnati,  March.  17,  1872. 

Dear  Uncle:  ...  I  found  Green  (the  president  of 
[the]  Hocking  Valley  Railroad)  very  enthusiastic  for  the  Co¬ 
lumbus  Railroad  that  I  am  thinking  of.  Ben  Smith  told  me  if 
I  would  take  hold  of  it,  he  would  get  up  a  company  in  two  hours 
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who  would  put  it  through.  Dennison  was  more  cautious,  but 
favorable.  The  road  must  be,  they  all  say,  mainly  a  Toledo  Road. 
I  easily  persuaded  Green  and  Smith  that  it  might  go  by  Tiffin 
and  Fremont,  but  Dennison  doubted.  If  the  Legislature  passes 
the  bill  before  it,  allowing  aid  by  a  vote  of  towns  to  railroads,  I 
shall  consider  seriously  this  project.  If  I  don’t  go  into  it  myself, 
I  mean  to  try  to  force  it  through  by  way  of  Fremont. 

I  shall  come  up  as  soon  as  the  bill  passes. 

Sincerely  and  love  to  all, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  March  24,  1872. 

Dear  Uncle: — .  .  .  It  now  seems  likely  that  the  Con¬ 

stitutional  Convention  will  not  be  elected  until  a  year  from  next 
April.  The  bill  pending  in  the  Legislature  which  authorizes 
local  aid  to  railroads  by  a  popular  vote  will  probably  pass,  but 
there  is  still  a  degree  of  uncertainty  about  it.  I  will  talk  it  over 
with  you  again,  but  I  am  much  inclined  to  go  ahead  with  the 
Toledo  project  from  Columbus,  hoping  to  turn  it  to  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  Fremont.  . 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 


April  75,  1872.  —  Dined  Sunday  at  5  P.  M.  at  Mr.  Halstead’s. 
The  purpose  of  the  occasion  was  to  meet  Mr.  William  C.  Bryant 
who  is  returning  to  his  home  in  New  York  from  a  trip  during  the 
winter  to  Cuba  and  Mexico.  The  party  consisted  of  William 
S.  Groesbeck,  Joseph  Longworth,  Colonel  Nichols,  Governor 
Cox,  Judge  [Alphonso]  Taft,  Mr.  Theodore  Cook,  Mr.  William 
Henry  Davis  and  myself,  of  Cincinnati,  and  two  gentlemen  who 
were  travelling  with  Mr.  Bryant,  Mr.  Thompson,  of  the  Post, 

and  Mr.  Durand,  of  - .  Mr.  Halstead  sat  at  the  head  of 

the  table  with  Mr.  Bryant  at  his  right  hand. 

Mr.  Bryant  was  seventy-seven  years  old  last  November.  He 
is  a  slender,  rather  spare  man,  about  five  feet  eight  inches  high, 
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weight  perhaps  now  not  more  than  one  hundred  and  ten.  He 
has  lost  the  hair  on  the  top  of  his  head,  but  has  an  abundance  of 
rather  long,  fine,  white  locks,  with  a  beautiful  white  beard  and 
mustache  —  the  beard  quite  long.  He  has  a  patriarchal  look, 
justifying  the  greeting  he  says  he  received  from  an  old  Irish¬ 
woman,  a  servant  at  the  hotel  in  Havannah :  “Oh  sir,  I  welcome 
you  back;  you  are  like  one  of  the  old  saints!”  His  eyes  are 
dark,  probably  black,  and  shine  brightly  and  pleasantly  when 
not  hidden  by  his  large,  shaggy,  white  eyebrows.  His  looks  and 
manners  are  very  winning  and  lovable.  His  intellect  is  clear, 
his  talk  vigorous,  interesting,  pithy,  and  friendly.  Modesty, 
kindness,  and  serenity  possess  him,  or  he  possesses  them.  There 
was  much  talk  by  Governor  Cox,  Judge  Taft,  and  Mr.  Groes- 
beck  of  his  translations  of  the  “Iliad”  and  the  “Odyssey.”  Mr. 
Bryant  with  quiet  frankness  briefly  told  how  he  came  to  write 
them.  He  did  not  disparage  the  works  of  others.  Lord  Derby’s 
translation,  accurate  and  good,  but  some  critic  had  said  it  was 
Homer  exactly  “with  the  poetry  left  out.”  Pope  was  beautifully 
done,  fine  poetry,  but  there  was  haste  and  carelessness  in  render¬ 
ing  difficult  or  obscure  passages.  It  was  often  Pope  but  not 
Homer. 

‘After  reading  Lord  Derby’s  parting  of  Hector  and  Androm¬ 
ache,  I  wrote  a  translation  of  it.  In  1864  the  editors  of  the 
Atlantic  asked  me  for  something.  I  told  them  I  had  nothing 
unless  they  would  take  a  translation  in  blank  verse,  ‘The  Parting, 
etc.’  They  took  it.  After  it  was  published,  I  received  letters 
from  Longfellow  and  Lowell  urging  me  to  go  on  and  make  a 
translation  of  the  whole  poem.  This  encouraged  me  and  I  went 
on  working  some  every  day  until  it  was  done.” 

He  told  three  or  four  short  anecdotes,  imitating  Yankee  and 
negro  peculiarities  of  tone  and  pronunciation,  and  told  them  well 
and  in  good  time.  “Americans  pronounce  more  distinctly  and 
fully,  better  than  Englishmen.”  “I  have  visited  Europe  six  times 
and  feel  familiarly  acquainted  with  many  of  the  most  interest¬ 
ing  things  there,  paintings,  buildings,  and  scenes.” 

“I  practiced  law  ten  years  in  Massachusetts.  I  have  been  in 
journalism  about  forty-six  years.  I  do  not  work  much  at  jour¬ 
nalism  now.  I  prefer  other  work.  Unless  a  man  is  very  hope- 
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ful  in  disposition,  the  tendency  of  the  wrangling  which  occupies 
one  in  the  law  or  in  journalism  is  to  make  one  misanthropic.” 

Mr.  Bryant  listened  to  a  recitation  of  one  of  his  poems  by  Mr. 
Joseph  Longworth.  He  said,  “I  wrote  that  when  I  was  about 
twenty-one.  You  put  into  it  more  than  I  did.” 


Cincinnati,  Ohio,  April  15,  1872. 

Dear  Uncle:  —  I  was  at  an  interesting  dinner  party  of  about 
ten  or  twelve  gentlemen  yesterday  to  meet  the  poet,  Bryant. 
.  .  .  He  talks  clearly,  modestly,  and  entertainingly.  He  is  a 

winning  old  gentleman.  Nothing  at  all  that  is  not  lovable  and 
admirable  about  him.  He  was  seventy-seven  last  November. 
He  told  about  himself  in  reply  to  questions  in  a  modest  way 
but  with  entire  frankness.  He  gave  us  the  how  and  why  of  his 
writing  the  translations  of  Homer  which  you  have.  Also  a  few 
good  apt  anecdotes  in  which,  in  a  very  quiet  way,  he  imitated  the 
Yankee  tone  and  the  negro  peculiarities.  . 

If  [Charles  Francis]  Adams  is  nominated  [by  the  Liberal  Re¬ 
publicans]  and  the  Democrats  can  be  brought  to  his  support,  it 
will  make  a  doubtful  struggle.  .  .  . 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 

Cincinnati,  April  23,  1872. 

Dear  Uncle: —  .  .  .  The  Columbus  railroad  to  Toledo  is 

quite  likely  to  go  ahead.  I  can’t  get  it  direct  to  Fremont,  but  I 
think  I  succeeded  in  convincing  them  that  it  should  go  as  far 
as  Upper  Sandusky  and  that  a  branch  by  Tiffin  and  F'remont  to 
Put-in-Bay  would  be  a  good  thing.  The  Toledo  entrance  of  the 
railroad,  Hall  was  figuring  at,  he  tells  me  is  still  unsettled,  but 
he  thinks  it  will  go  down  the  river  bank. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

P-  S.  —  The  liquor  troubles  are  driving  off  our  Germans.  It 
looks  as  if  it  might  be  serious.  —  H. 

S.  Birchard. 
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Cincinnati,  Ohio,  April  30,  1872. 

Dear  Uncle  :  —  1  he  city  is  filling  up  with  Liberals.  No  doubt 
the  number  here  is  largely  greater  than  the  constituency  they 
represent  requires.  But  I  am  satisfied  that  the  opposition  to 
Grant,  if  it  could  be  united,  would  carry  the  country.  But  the 
prospect  of  such  unity  does  not  strike  me  as  probable.  The 
leading  candidates  are  [Charles  Francis]  Adams  and  Judge 
[David]  Davis.  Adams  would  carry  off  more  Republicans  than 
any  other  man,  but  would  not,  I  think,  get  a  solid  Democratic 
support.  In  fact,  I  suspect  they  would  repudiate  him.  Judge 
Davis  would  be  dropped  by  a  large  share  of  the  Liberal  Repub¬ 
licans.  But  as  he  would  probably  get  the  solid  Democratic  vote 
he  would  be  very  formidable.  But  I  need  not  speculate  about  it. 
The  affair  is  as  well  understood  abroad  as  it  is  here.  A  new 
man  in  such  cases  is  always  a  possibility.  I  am  glad  to  be  out 
of  such  a  muss.  . 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 


May  6,  1872.  —  With  Lucy  and  Miss  Emma  Foote  and  others, 
attended  the  Liberal  Republican  Convention  on  the  second  and 
third,  the  two  important  days.  We  witnessed  the  intense  dis¬ 
appointment  of  our  friends  Matthews  and  Hoadly  when  Adams 
was  beaten  by  Greeley.  At  the  moment,  the  feeling  was  common 
that  Grant  would  win.  I  am  not  confident  of  results.  If  the 
Democrats  adopt  Greeley  as  their  candidate  he  may  win,  and 
win  by  a  large  majority.  The  people  are  sick  of  politics,  ready 
for  change,  and  may  break  in  any  new  direction.  Yet,  I  rather 
incline  to  the  opinion  that  the  Democrats  will  find  a  dissent  in 
their  own  ranks,  when  they  take  up  Greeley,  which  they  can’t 
control  —  a  dissent  strong  enough  to  let  Grant  keep  the  chair. 

A  queer  result,  it  is.  Free-traders  nominate  their  bitterest 
and  most  formidable  foe ;  a  party  whose  strength  is  mainly  in  the 
German  element,  which  is  clamorous  against  temperance  fanati¬ 
cism,  nominates  the  author  of  that  fanaticism!  Democrats  are 
required  to  support  a  man  who  said  that  he  would  go  for  Grant 
m  preference  to  any  Democrat.  “Anything  to  beat  a  Democrat,” 
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has  been  and  was  up  to  the  day  of  his  nomination  his  lifelong 
motto. 

Frank  Blair  was  on  the  stand,  the  author  of  the  Broadhead 
letter ! 

Who  has  at  one  time  advocated,  and  at  another  scouted  prin¬ 
ciples,  schemes,  and  issues  in  like  number  and  in  such  variety  ? 


Cincinnati,  May  14,  1872. 

Dear  Uncle:  —  I  am  sorry  to  hear  you  are  still  in  a  worri- 
ment  over  help.”  That  is  the  serious  question  in  this  country. 
More  discomfort  and  unhappiness  is  [are]  caused  by  it  than  are 
occasioned  by  war,  pestilence,  and  famine.  Time  will  bring  a 
remedy,  no  doubt,  but  I  fear  not  in  our  day. 

We  hope  to  get  the  little  folks  up  to  Worline’s  farm  [near 
Delaware]  Saturday  next.  Both  are  now  pretty  well  again,  and 
I  am  confident  little  Scott  will  get  through  the  summer  there, 
but  he  probably  would  not  here. 

Against  my  protest,  and  with  no  chance  to  resign  until  the 
committee  had  gone,  I  was  made  one  of  the  delegates  at  large 
to  [the  National  Republican  Convention  at]  Philadelphia  for 
this  State.  It  probably  will  be  smoother  to  go  than  by  resigning 
to  get  ranked  with  the  Greeley  men,  until  I  come  out  with  a 
personal  card. 

Grant’s  chances  seem  to  improve  since  the  nomination  of 
Greeley. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 

Cincinnati,  May  16,  1872. 

Dear  General  :  —  The  commissioners  to  select  the  site  for  the 
proposed  new  United  States  Building  in  Cincinnati,  will,  it  is 
understood,  recommend  that  the  amount  appropriated  for  the 
purchase  of  ground  be  increased  five  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

I  trust  you  will  support  this  recommendation.  It  is  the  opinion 
of  our  best  judges  in  such  matters  that  the  commissioners  are 
altogether  right.  Such  a  building  as  it  is  proposed  to  build 
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ought  to  have  ample  space  for  streets  of  all  widths  on  all  sides 
of  it;  and  should  be  placed  on  the  best  square  in  the  city.  But 
I  need  not  urge  the  matter.  You  will  see  the  propriety  of  putting 
Cincinnati  and  Ohio  on  the  same  footing  with  St.  Louis  and 
Missouri. 

Hoping  that  you  will  succeed  in  doing  what  is  suggested,  I 
remain, 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

James  A.  Garfield, 

Washington. 


May  17,  1872.  —  Greeley’s  position  is  this:  He  will  support 
Grant  in  preference  to  any  Democrat.  No  Democrat  is  fit  for 
President.  “If  Democrats  will  support  me  they  will  do  well, 
but  if  I  support  any  Democrat  I  would  do  wrong.  For  Demo¬ 
crats  to  support  me  is  praiseworthy,  but  for  me  to  support  a 
Democrat  is  blameworthy.  I  am  good  enough  to  get  the  vote  of 
any  Democrat,  but  no  Democrat  is  good  enough  to  get  my  vote.” 

Jere  Black  says  to  Donn  Piatt:  “The  nomination  kills  the 
platform.  Greeley  is  one  of  the  authors  of  the  wrongs  com¬ 
plained  of.”  He  must  reform  himself  into  his  opposite,  if  he 
would  have  reformation.  “A  candidate’s  record  is  the  can¬ 
didate.” 

May  23,  1872.  —  Two  miles  above  Delaware,  at  farm  of  Albert 
Worline.  Came  yesterday,  for  the  health  of  the  family  during 
the  summer.  Fanny  needs  the  good  air  and  outdoor  life.  But 
especially  Scott  Russell. 


Delaware,  June  10,  1872. 

Dear  Uncle:  I  returned  from  the  Philadelphia  convention 
yesterday.  It  was  completely  successful  in  all  respects.  It  was 
united,  harmonious,  and  the  most  enthusiastic  convention  any  of 
us  ever  saw.  The  recent  vindictive  attacks  on  General  Grant 
have  created  a  strong  reaction  in  his  favor,  which  accounts  for 
the  unexpected  feeling  in  his  behalf.  I  mean  the  unlooked-for 
enthusiasm.  .  .  . 
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I  will  come  out  next  week,  say  about  the  19th,  if  nothing  oc¬ 
curs  to  prevent. 

Sincerely, 

Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 


Ithaca,  New  York,  June  24,  1872. 

My  Darling:  —  Our  boys  are  doing  pretty  well.  Webb  has 
got  through  three  out  of  his  four  examinations.  Birch  looks 
well  and  is  happy.  . 

I  stopped  one  day  at  Meadville,  and  found  General  Wright 
living  in  just  about  such  a  home  as  the  S wayne  mansion.  They 
get  it  furnished  for  six  hundred  dollars !  They  eat  at  a  nice 
hotel  near  by  at  about  our  Worline  rates.  I  was  the  first  Co¬ 
lumbus  friend  that  the  family  had  seen. 

I  expect  to  come  to  Delaware  about  Thursday.  I  do  hope 
little  Scott  is  well.  Kiss  little  Fanny,  and  remember  how  fond 
and  proud  I  am  of  my  charming  Lucy. 

Affectionately, 

R. 


Mrs.  Hayes, 

Delaware ,  Ohio. 


Delaware,  Ohio,  June  30,  1872. 

Dear  Uncle:  —  I  returned  from  Cornell  on  Thursday.  The 
institution  has  greatly  improved  since  I  was  there  about  two 
years  ago.  It  is  making  thorough  and  accurate  scholars.  It  does 
not  cultivate  the  merely  showy.  Possibly  it  errs  in  the  opposite 
direction.  For  example,  the  substance,  including  style,  of  the 
speeches  was  quite  superior.  But  the  delivery  showed  lack  of 
culture  in  elocution. 

Birch  ranks  extremely  well.  His  conduct,  character,  and 
scholarship  wrere  all  mentioned  with  commendation,  both  by 
students  and  professors. 

The  examinations  are  unusually  severe.  Webb  will  probably 
get  in  with  conditions,  but  the  boys  can  give  you  the  latest  in¬ 
formation  on  that.  . 

I  stopped  at  Meadville  one  day  and  had  the  project  of  building 
a  new  railroad  into  Cincinnati  under  the  auspices  of  the  Atlantic 
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and  Great  Western  people  fully  explained  by  General  Wright. 
It  looks  well.  Nothing  definite  will  be  known  for  several  weeks. 
The  probability  is  that  it  will  go  forward  and  that  I  will  take 
a  hand  [in]  it. 

I  go  to  Cincinnati  in  a  day  or  two.  If  not  prevented  by  this 
railroad  business,  I  intend  to  spend  next  week  with  you  —  8th 
to  13th  —  when  we  can  make  the  long  talked-of  visit  to  Toledo. 


S.  Birchard. 


Sincerely, 


R.  B.  Hayes. 


July  6,  1872.  —  Went  to  Cincinnati  Tuesday,  2nd.  Spent  the 
Fourth  pleasantly  with  Brother  Joe  at  Longview  Asylum.  To¬ 
day  returned  here  (Delaware). 

July  16,  1872.  Delaware.  —  Returned  last  night  from  Fre¬ 
mont.  .  .  .  The  look  of  the  political  field  is  not  at  all  satis¬ 
factory.  I  know  but  little.  Nasby  says  there  are  four  hundred 
Greeley  Republicans  in  Toledo;  that  his  correspondence  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  Blade  shows  eight  to  twelve  Greeley  Republicans 
in  each  of  the  townships  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois.  Treas¬ 
urer  Warner  wants  me  to  address  a  meeting  in  Wellington ;  that 
there  are  perhaps  forty  Greeley  Republicans  there,  among  them 
the  old  member  from  ,  Lorain,  Dickson,  Hoar,  and  other  men  of 
some  prominence.  Sumner’s  speech,  he  thinks,  is  doing  con¬ 
siderable  mischief.  In  other  towns  of  Lorain,  he  thinks,  ten  or  a 
dozen  in  each  will  go  off.  In  Sandusky  county  Everett  thinks 
there  is  but  little  Greeleyism ;  that  we  shall  gain. 

Altogether  it  is  plain  to  my  mind  that  Greeley  will  win,  if  the 
Democrats  support  him  with  their  whole  force.  I  think  they 
can’t  do  it,  but  I  fear  it.  I  fear  that  the  thing  is  in  great  doubt, 
but  I  have  seen  too  little  to  be  positive.  I  must  say  that  I  have 
just  now  a  feeling  that  Greeley  will  be  elected ! 

July  17.  Wednesday.  —  On  Sunday  with  Uncle  I  spent  some 
time  looking  at  bittersweet  vines  in  Spiegel  Grove.  I  handled 
them,  too.  On  Monday  evening  I  felt  on  my  forehead  a  little 
itching  as  if  bitten  by  mosquitoes.  Tuesday  it  increased.  Today 
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I  am  poisoned  about  the  eyes,  on  the  forehead  and  temples.  I 
am  using  a  solution  of  sugar  of  lead  and  water  with  good  results. 
Dr.  Blymer  tells  me  that  bittersweet  is  poisonous. 

July  21.  Monday.  —  One  week  after  the  poisoning  the  thing 
is  about  at  an  end. 

Finished  reading  William  L.  Stowe’s  “Life  of  Brant.”  It  is 
a  general  history  of  the  Indian  wars,  etc.,  etc.,  during  his  life. 
A  good  deal  of  general  history  with  a  small  amount  of  Brant. 


Delaware,  Ohio,  July  24,  1872. 

Dear  Uncle: — .  .  .  I  am  importuned  in  numerous  letters 

to  run  for  Congress.  That  I  could  be  nominated  and  elected, 
the  writers  are  confident.  I  reply  to  them,  “out  of  the  question.” 

The  poisoning  must  have  been  from  the  bittersweet,  yet  it  is 
possible  otherwise.  Some  plants  are  poisonous  only  at  particular 
seasons.  I  am  now  over  it.  It  was  bad  a  few  days. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 


July  [25],  1872.  —  I  do  not  want  to  return  to  Congress  and, 
of  course,  do  not  wish  to  be  nominated.  Having  said  to  several 
gentlemen  who  were  named  as  probable  candidates  that  I  did 
not  mean  to  run,  I  cannot  consent  under  any  circumstances  to 
allow  my  name  to  be  used  against  them.  If  it  is  the  general  wish 
of  the  Republicans,  and  also  of  the  candidates  themselves  that 
I  should  be  nominated,  I  cannot  refuse  my  assent.  I  greatly 
prefer  that  some  other  citizen  be  made  the  candidate. 

This  is  the  true  state  of  the  case,  but  I  must  not  say  so.  I 
have  not  said  so  because  the  consent,  conditional  though  it  is, 
would  be  used  to  force  other  candidates  out  of  the  way. 


Cincinnati,  August  5,  1872. 

Gentlemen  :  —  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  communication  as  to 
the  candidacy  for  Representative  to  Congress  from  the  Second 
District.  The  good  opinion  of  me  implied  in  the  request  you 
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make,  I  appreciate  very  highly,  but  am  constrained  by  circum¬ 
stances  beyond  my  control  not  to  allow  my  name  to  be  used  be¬ 
fore  the  convention. 

With  great  respect,  I  remain, 

R.  B.  Haves. 

Richard  Smith,  et  al. 


Private. 


Delaware,  Ohio,  August  2,  1872. 

Dear  S — : — .  .  .  I  write  chiefly  on  account  of  the  article 

in  the  Gazette.  I  am  fearful  there  will  be  an  attempt  to  use  my 
name  in  the  convention  against  Davis  and  the  other  candidates 
in  the  same  way  Craighead’s  was  used  against  Gunckel.  I  want 
you  to  see  that  it  is  not  done.  I  do  not  want  a  nomination  at  all 
under  any  circumstances,  but  if  this  should  be  done,  it  would 
be  particularly  annoying.  I  will  write  Smith  also. 

Sincerely, 


R.  H.  Stephenson. 


R.  B.  Hayes. 


August  5,  ( Monday )  18J2.  Fremont.  —  I  am  importuned  to 
be  a  candidate  for  Congress.  It  is  contrary  to  my  wishes  and 
plans  to  consent.  Besides,  my  friend,  William  E.  Davis,  and 
others  are  candidates  with  the  understanding  that  I  will  not  run. 
It  is  probable,  from  what  I  hear,  that  the  nomination  of  both 
Davis  and  Eggleston  will  injure  the  party.  Eggleston  is  quite 
sure  to  be  nominated.  There  is  a  contest  against  Davis.  He 
telegraphs  me  this  forenoon  to  send  my  decision  to  the  president 
of  the  convention  to  his  care.  This  I  shall  do. 

The  case  stands  this  way :  I  do  not  want  to  return  to  Con¬ 
gress,  and,  of  course,  do  not  wish  to  be  nominated.  Having 
said  to  several  gentlemen  who  were  named  as  probable  can¬ 
didates  that  I  did  not  mean  to  run,  I  can  not  under  any  cir¬ 
cumstances  consent  to  allow  my  name  to  be  used  against  them. 
If  it  is  the  general  wish  of  the  Republicans,  and  also  of  the  can¬ 
didates  themselves,  that  I  should  be  nominated,  I  can  not  re¬ 
fuse  my  assent.  But  I  greatly  prefer  not  to  do  so.  I  do  not 
and  shall  not  say  this  much  to  anybody,  because  this  reluctant 
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and  conditional  consent  might  be  used  to  force  other  candidates 
out  of  the  way.  No  doubt  the  desire  that  I  should  run  is  very 
strong  and  general. 

August  6.  —  Uncle  says  the  katydids  always  appear  here  be¬ 
tween  the  second  and  sixth  of  August.  This  year  they  came  the 
fourth. 

“A  Dr.  Powers,  a  man  of  fine  appearance  and  talents,  was  rode 
out  of  town  [Delaware]  for  lewdness,  as  was  believed  with 

- .  Your  father  and  I  went  up  to  the  farm  to  be  out  of  the 

way.  All  of  the  other  respectable  men  of  the  town  took  part  in 
the  lynching.”  This,  in  Delaware  about  1820. 

August  7,  1872.  —  I  heard  yesterday  that  I  was  nominated  for 
Congress  in  [the]  Second  District.  This  was  against  my  earnest 
protest.  I  fear  Davis  will  feel  hurt.  On  getting  a  dispatch  from 
him,  I  sent  a  peremptory  withdrawal.  I  also  sent  one  to 
[Richard]  Smith.  But  in  the  evening  I  got  a  dispatch  from 
Smith  that  the  convention  had  adjourned  and  that  my  declina¬ 
tion  would  be  disastrous.  If  I  could  get  out  of  it  creditably  I 
would.  But  I  fear  I  must  stand  it.  I  will  see. 

August  8,  1872.  —  Accounts  of  [the]  convention  in  [the] 
Second  District  show  that  my  declination  to  run  was  fairly  before 
it.  On  the  whole,  as  I  now  see  it,  I  must  run.  The  whole  thing 
is,  I  confess,  flattering.  The  only  annoyance  is  that  I  am  seem¬ 
ingly  in  the  way  of  Davis,  and  I  regret  that  he  was  placed  in  an 
unpleasant  position.  He  talked  and  behaved  well  about  it. 

Uncle  has  a  cough  which  he  don’t  shake  off  and  is  weaker 
than  usual.  I  fear  he  can  not  stand  the  winter  through.  He  is 
cheerful  and  in  most  admirable  frame  of  mind.  What  a  wonder¬ 
fully  fine  disposition  and  character  he  has.  So  affectionate,  kind, 
and  just  a  man  is  rarely  found. 


Delaware,  Ohio,  August  10,  1872. 
My  dear  General:  —  Returning  from  Fremont  last  night,  I 
found  your  dispatch  of  the  7th.  On  hearing  of  the  nomination 
and  long  before  the  convention  adjourned,  I  sent  dispatches  to 
Smith  of  the  Gazette  and  William  E.  Davis  explicitly  declining 
14 
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to  accept.  There  would  have  been  time  after  the  receipt  of  the 
dispatches  to  nominate  another.  I  am  now  placed  in  a  position 
where  to  withdraw  might  be  injurious  to  the  cause.  I  shall 
probably  stand.  But  I  wish  to  be  uncommitted  until  I  come  down 
and  see  how  it  is.  Many  reasons,  mostly  of  a  private  nature, 
make  the  thing  distasteful.  But  I  feel  pleased  by  what  you  and 
others  say,  and  I  shall  not  worry  about  it  any  more.  It  annoyed 
me  for  a  time. 

I  will  come  down  and  stop  at  the  Gibson  House  Wednesday 
afternoon.  Hope  to  see  you  that  evening. 


Sincerely, 


General  M.  F.  Force. 


R.  B.  Hayes. 


Delaware,  Ohio.  August  n,  1872. 

Dear  Uncle: —  .  .  .  I  go  to  Cincinnati  on  Wednesday 

and  will  remain  there  and  in  the  Ohio  River  country  about  ten 
days. 

By  the  by,  I  found  here  a  letter  from  responsible  parties  at 
Portsmouth  asking  me  to  take  charge  of  the  Ohio  River  Railroad 
to  which  they  have  just  voted  three  hundred  thousand  dollars. 


Since  my  nomination  the  Democratic  [nominee],  Judge  Hoef- 
fer,  has  declined  to  be  a  candidate.  They  will  put  up  some 
stronger  man. 


S.  Birchard. 


Sincerely, 


R.  B.  Hayes. 


Cincinnati,  August  18,  1872. 

Dear  Uncle:  I  find  it  would  have  been  positively  offensive 
to  my  best  friends  if  I  had  refused  to  run.  The  thing  could  not 
be  avoided  honorably.  So  if  I  am  beaten,  it  is  to  be  classed  with 
the  inevitable.  But  it  looks  well.  My  nomination  seems  really 
to  delight  people.  The  Enquirer  this  morning  says  :  “John  Shiff, 
Democratic  candidate  for  Congress,  stated  yesterday  that  he 
should  support  General  Hayes.”  I  suppose  this  is  true.  The 
Enquirer  people  cheated  Shiff  out  of  the  nomination  and  put  up  a 
clever  but  weak  Republican. 
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.  .  .  The  exhibition  of  paintings  at  the  exposition  here 

next  month  will  probably  be  the  finest  ever  seen  in  the  country. 
It  will  contain  not  only  all  the  good  paintings  here,  but  a  pro¬ 
digious  collection  sent  from  New  York  and  other  Eastern  cities. 

I  attend  two  meetings  up  the  river  and  home  the  last  of  the 
week  to  the  family  at  Delaware.  Possibly  will  come  to  Fre¬ 
mont  next  week. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 


Cincinnati,  Sunday,  August  18,  1872. 

My  Darling:  —  I  am  writing  in  Herron’s  pleasant  library. 
All  gone  but  John  and  the  servants.  .  .  .  The  candidacy 

was  inevitable;  escape  impossible.  All  seem  delighted  except 
Davis,  Policy  Bill,”  and  the  common  enemy.  Davis  behaves 
pretty  well.  Perhaps  I  ought  to  say,  very  well,  under  the  cir¬ 
cumstances —  the  circumstances  being  that  he  had  got  a  mono¬ 
mania  to  run  for  Congress.  The  slips  cut  from  the  Enquirer 
of  this  morning  contains  [jic]  the  facts  as  I  suppose. 

I  go  to  Portsmouth  Tuesday;  speak  there  Wednesday  evening, 
and  at  Jackson  Thursday.  Thence  I  shall  push  for  my  darlings 
at  Delaware,  reaching  there,  I  suppose,  [on]  the  afternoon  train 
from  Columbus  Friday.  —  Love  and  kisses. 

Affectionately, 


Mrs.  Hayes. 


R. 


Cincinnati,  August  19,  1872. 

My  Darling: — .  .  .  Here,  Davis  is  reconciled  and  things 

look  better.  Shiff  told  me  he  was  for  me;  Ferguson,  Jones, 
and  other  Democrats  of  note,  ditto.  Reason,  like  me;  hate  the 
Enquirer;  and  Banning’s  politics  as  bad  as  mine. 

Affectionately, 

H. 

Mrs.  Hayes. 
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Sunday,  [ August ]  25.  — Meetings  [at  Portsmouth  and  Jack- 
son]  good.  Grant  gains;  Greeley  loses  steadily.  I  now  think 
Grant’s  election  quite  certain. 

August  29,  18/2  —  I  left  Delaware  this  evening,  intending  to 
go  to  Cincinnati  to  enter  on  my  canvass.  But  as  I  was  starting 
I  got  an  alarming  letter  from  Birch  about  Uncle’s  health.  I 
staid  at  Platt’s  all  night. 

August  jo.  —  To  Fremont,  find  Uncle  better.  Will  go  Monday 
to  my  canvass. 

August  si-  Today  Uncle  tells  me:  “It  was  a  gloomy  night 
when  you  were  born.  After  your  father’s  death  your  mother 
had  a  dreadful  fever  and  was  very  weak  when  you  were  born. 
It  was  in  the  west  room  of  the  old  house  which  stands  on  William 
Street,  north  side,  east  of  Sandusky,  or  Main.  I  went  for  Dr. 
Lamb.  Dr.  Hills  was  your  mother’s  regular  physician,  but  Dr. 
Lamb  was  most  convenient  to  find.  Arcena  (Mrs.  Wasson)  was 
sick.  It  was  about  nine  or  ten  o’clock  in  the  evening.  It  was 
rather  cool  for  the  season  (October  4)  and  I  built  a  fire.  Mrs. 
Smith,  a  most  excellent  nurse,  mother  of  Smith  of  Marion,  at¬ 
tended  to  your  mother.  I  paid  Dr.  Lamb  $3.50  for  his  job.”  ’ 


Cincinnati,  (Sunday),  September  8,  1872. 

Dear  Uncle:  I  have  stood  the  first  and  worst  week’s  work 
well.  The  result  here  is  more  doubtful  than  I  supposed.  The 
Greeley  strength  is  in  my  district.  I  feel  it  the  truth  that  Greeley 
ought  to  be  beaten,  and  I  strike  him  in  every  speech.  This  drives 
the  Greeley  men  from  me.  I  shall  not  be  surprised  at  defeat. 
But  we  gain  steadily.  I  think  Grant’s  election  almost  sure. 
Four  weeks,  and  I  am  free.  I  enjoy  this. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 


Cincinnati,  September  15,  1872. 
Dear  Uncle  :  —  lam  getting  on  finely  with  my  canvass.  The 
most  distant  and  difficult  points  have  all  been  visited.  I  have 
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learned  one  new  thing,  how  to  make  short  speeches  answer  every 
purpose.  My  health  is  good  and  gaining. 

I  can’t  tell  how  we  shall  come  out.  The  chances  are  I  shall 
be  beaten.  Our  press  has  demoralized  us  more  in  this  city  than 
anywhere  else.  The  Commercial  is  against  us,  and  Hassaurek 
with  the  Volksblatt  is  now  out  against  us.  I  shall  get  compli¬ 
mentary  votes  from  Democrats  but  probably  not  enough  to  save 
the  result.  But  Grant  gains  steadily,  and  his  election  I  [am] 
confident  about. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 


Cincinnati,  September  18,  1872. 

My  dear  Uncle:  —  I  am  glad  to  know  by  your  letter  of  the 
16th  that  you  are  so  well  and  comfortable.  I  am  also  very  lucky. 
You  know  that  I  had  a  fever,  which  it  is  difficult  to  throw  off, 
in  such  a  work  as  I  am  in  now.  I  stay  a  good  part  of  the  time 
at  Dr.  Davis’  where  the  health  part  of  my  duties  are  [is]  care¬ 
fully  attended  to. 

I  shirk  a  good  deal  and  sham  a  good  deal,  so  that  I  am  doing 
apparently  as  much  as  anybody.  We  gain  steadily,  but  I  am  not 
at  all  confident  of  my  own  election.  Hassaurek  and  his  news¬ 
paper  are  out  against  us  squarely.  The  scamp  was  waiting  for 
a  high  price,  and  our  folks  refused  to  pay  it.  Hence  his  course. 
There  is  a  general  belief  also  that  the  “Sands  clique”  are  cheat¬ 
ing  by  colonizing  loose  voters  out  of  my  district  into  Eggleston’s. 
This  may  be  true  to  a  limited  extent.  .  .  . 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 

Cincinnati,  September  22,  1872.  Sunday. 

My  dear  Uncle:  —  Only  two  weeks  more  of  this  thing! 
Greeley’s  foolish  speeches  must  surely  weaken  him,  and  destroy 
what  chances  he  had.  He  left  yesterday  for  Louisville,  and  must 
continue  to  make  mistakes. 

We  had  a  great  and  successful  meeting  last  night,  addressed 
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by  Butler,  Hawley,  Logan,  and  Delano.  I  think  we  are  gaining 
and  yet  in  the  city  the  chances  seem  to  be  rather  against  us. 
There  are  two  daily  German  papers  of  largest  circulation  against 
us,  and  the  Enquirer  and  Commercial.  They  are  against  me, 
as  well  as  the  rest  of  the  ticket.  .  .  . 

I  am  spending  somewhat  more  than  I  intended,  but  as  it  is 
“positively  the  last  time,”  I  suppose  I  must  stand  it. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 

Cincinnati,  September  28,  1872. 

My  dear  Webb  :  I  was  glad  to  get  your  first  letter  from 
Cornell  today.  You  must  [not]  accuse  me  of  acting  for  political 
effect  if  you  see  it  in  the  newspapers.  I  lost  it  soon  after  I  read 
it,  and  as  whatever  a  candidate’s  name  is  connected  with  gets 
published,  possibly  your  letter  will  share  that  fate.  It  was  a 
genuine  freshman’s  letter.  A  page  or  two  of  rushes  and  the  like 
and  a  few  lines  about  studies.  But  that  is  what  I  want.  Letters 
that  show  me  just  what  you  are  thinking  of  and  what  you  enjoy. 

.  I  am  much  better  than  when  you  were  here  and  now 
enjoy  the  canvass.  I  have  meetings  every  night.  We  are  gaining, 
we  think,  on  our  adversaries,  and  we  may  beat  them.  But  I  still 
think  that  in  this  locality  we  shall  come  out  second  best.  In 
the  State  we  are  confident  of  flooring  Mr.  Greeley. 

Affectionately, 

Your  father, 

H. 

Webb  C.  Hayes, 

Ithaca. 

Cincinnati,  September  29,  1872. 

My  dear  Uncle  :  Another  week  has  gone  pleasantly  enough. 
The  canvass  has  been  rather  a  jolly  one  notwithstanding  the 
gloomy  local  prospects  because  of  the  obvious  fact  that'  we  are 
gaining^  constantly .  Our  meetings  have  been  good  and  spirited. 
Greeley  s  visit  was  an  advantage.  The  best  people  take  an  un¬ 
usually  lively  interest  in  the  election.  Altogether  I  am  reconciled. 
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In  health  I  feel  well,  but  shall  not  get  my  strength  back  until 
after  it  is  over.  .  . 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 


October  4,  1872.  Cincinnati,  Brock’s  Hall.  —  Today  I  am 
fifty  years  old.  My  darling  came  down  with  our  dear  little 
Fanny  last  night  and  both  are  now  in  the  room  —  Lucy  lying  on 
the  lounge  and  little  Fanny  busy  washing  the  articles  on  the 
washstand.  A  happy  family.  My  last  speech  of  the  campaign 
will  be  made  today,  tonight  rather,  at  Cumminsville.  I  prefer 
to  be  elected,  but  am  not  at  all  solicitous  about  it.  I  don’t  want 
to  go  to  Washington.  The  chances  are  about  even,  as  I  see  them 
today.  It  has  been  a  pleasant  canvass.  Some  treachery  in  our 
camp.  But  good  people  encourage  me. 

October  6.  Sunday.  —  Heard  Rev.  D.  H.  Moore  preach  his 
first  sermon  at  Trinity  and  dined  with  him  at  Dr.  John  Davis’ 
with  Lucy  and  little  Fan.  Little  Fanny  was  asked  if  she  would 
stay  with  Dr.  Davis  all  night.  She  said  she  wanted  to  stay  with 
Mamma,  “But  I  will  stay  with  Uncle  John  if  it  will  benefy  him.” 


Cincinnati,  October  6,  1872. 

Dear  Uncle  :  —  The  work  of  the  canvass  is  finished,  and  I  am 
through  with  it  pretty  creditably  and  in  good  health.  I  still  ex¬ 
pect  defeat.  Of  course,  I  would  prefer  it  to  be  otherwise,  but 
it  is  of  small  consequence.  I  look  for  victories  in  the  State  and 
in  other  States. 

Lucy  came  down  with  Fanny  a  few  days  ago.  Little  Fanny  is 
in  her  best  condition,  healthy  and  good-tempered.  Her  accident 
was  a  very  dangerous  one.  She  hung  by  one  foot  in  the  stirrup, 
the  pony  dashing  among  the  trees.  Her  escape  was  a  marvel. 
She  was  left  senseless  several  hours.  But  no  fever  followed,  and 
no  serious  harm.  I  look  at  her  with  a  feeling  of  gratitude.  She 
is  so  improved  and  has  such  an  affectionate  disposition. 

I  doubted  at  one  time  whether  my  fever  would  allow  me  to 
go  through.  But  I  am  now  about  over  it. 

1  5  ★ 
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Lucy  will  return  to  Ross  County  in  a  few  days.  I  may  not 
come  up  until  about  the  middle  of  the  month. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 


Cincinnati,  October  9,  1872. 

Dear  Uncle:  — You  will  know  of  our  Waterloo  defeat  in 
Cincinnati  long  before  this  reaches  you.  It  is  complete  and  over¬ 
whelming;  so  complete  that  it  leaves  no  personal  sting.  In  fact, 
my  share  in  it  is  rather  pleasant.  I  am  largely  ahead  of  my 
ticket.  At  the  close  of  the  polls  my  election  was  conceded  at  the 
Enquirer  office.  I  met  no  one  who  doubted  it.  I  seemed  to  be 
the  only  man  who  appreciated  the  load.  And  I  was  surprised  at 
its  size.  The  slips  I  enclose  show  how  well  it  leaves  my  record. 
I  have  no  regrets.  The  result  of  the  Presidential  business  is 
most  happy.  We  can  rejoice  over  that. 

We  will  not  come  up  until  next  week  sometime.  Health  good. 

Sincerely, 


S.  Birchard. 


R.  B.  Hayes. 


October  19,  1872.  Fremont.  —  Getting  slowly  rid  of  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  my  intermittent  fever.  It  attacked  me  about  August  10. 
Took  quinine,  checked  it ;  speaking  to  mass  meetings  brought  it 
back  and  so  till  now.  Have  lost  fifteen  pounds  in  flesh. 

Was  beaten  in  the  canvass  [by]  1502  votes.  Did  not  expect 
nor  greatly  desire  an  election.  We  were  beaten  worse  in  Cin¬ 
cinnati  than  even  I  expected.  But  the  result  in  my  district  justi¬ 
fied  the  claims  of  those  who  insisted  that  I  ought  to  run  to  help 
the  ticket.  They  said  I  would  strengthen  it  a  thousand  votes  at 
least,  and  would  also  run  ahead  of  the  ticket.  The  First  District, 
Mr.  Eggleston’s,  was  about  four  or  five  hundred  votes  worse  for 
us  than  the  Second  District,  mine.  But  in  the  result  Eggleston 
was  beaten  3569,  or  2067  more  than  I  was.  So  it  is  said  I  helped 
my  ticket  one  thousand  more  than  he  did  and  ran  five  to  six 
hundred  ahead  of  my  ticket  besides.  Well,  it  is  of  no  conse¬ 
quence  ;  but  I  am  glad  it  is  so. 
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October  23,  1872.  —  Lucy  tells  me  that  when  I  was  in  the  war, 
Birch,  then  eight  years  old,  used  to  say:  “If  Papa  should  be 
killed,  what  do  you  think  you  could  do?  Could  you  teach  school, 
or  would  you  do  sewing  for  a  living?”!! 

October  31,  1872.  —  Daniel  Austin,  the  oldest  of  the  Austins 
of  Cleveland,  visits  Uncle  today.  He  says  his  grandfather,  Cap¬ 
tain  Daniel  Austin,  served  in  the  Old  French  War  and  was  taken 
prisoner  and  imprisoned  in  one  of  the  French  West  India  islands. 
While  there  it  was  the  custom  of  the  prisoners  to  send  out  one 
of  their  number  to  beg.  They  got  beer  and  other  things  from 
the  inhabitants.  Often  more  beer  was  sent  than  was  used.  The 
prisoners  would  throw  it  away.  They  feared  the  people  would 
not  send  enough  if  it  was  known  that  too  much  had  been  given. 
Captain  Austin  never  felt  so  mean  as  when  he  was  on  one  of 
these  begging  tours. 

Cincinnati,  November  3,  1872.  —  Returned  last  night.  Have 
just  written  a  letter  declining  to  respond  to  the  second  toast, 
“The  President  of  the  United  States,”  at  the  banquet  of  the 
Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  on  the  21st  at  Dayton. 
But  I  feel  like  not  sending  it.  I  would  enjoy  the  occasion. 
Can’t  I  get  up  a  short,  spicy  talk?  The  office  and  the  man  who 
fills  it.  We  think  of  the  office,  of  the  men  who  have  filled  it,  and 
[of]  the  man  who  now  fills  it. 

November  4,  1872.  —  Confident  of  the  election  of  General 
Grant  tomorrow ;  so  confident  that  my  only  interest  is  as  to  the 
details  of  the  result. 


Cincinnati,  November  6,  1872. 

Dear  Uncle:  —  I  hope  the  rainy,  raw  weather  has  left  you 
well  enough  to  enjoy  the  great  victory  of  yesterday.  It  is,  in¬ 
deed,  a  happy  and  glorious  result.  It  was  amazing  to  see  how  the 
immense  crowd  at  the  Gazette  office  stood  in  the  mud,  enjoying 
the  news  as  it  poured  in  from  eight  to  eleven  o’clock. 

Sincerely, 


S.  Birchard. 


R.  B.  Hayes. 


218 


RUTHERFORD  BIRCHARD  HAYES 


November  7,  1872.  —  The  official  result  of  the  election  shows 
that  personally  I  need  not  feel  much  hurt. 

At  the  October  election  I  ran  655  ahead  of  my  ticket  in  the 
city.  In  the  country  precincts  I  generally  ran  from  five  to  ten 
ahead,  but  in  Cumminsville,  the  place  of  residence  of  my  op¬ 
ponent,  General  Banning,  he  ran  139  ahead,  so  that  in  the  coun¬ 
try  he  was  82  ahead.  This  left  me  ahead  in  the  district  573 
votes. 

Again,  in  the  other  district  of  the  county  —  the  First  —  Mr. 
Eggleston  was  much  worse  beaten  than  I  was.  The  difference 
between  the  districts  at  former  elections  was  about  five  hundred 
*  n°t  quite  that.  At  this  election,  Eggleston  was  beaten  [by] 
3569  [votes]  ;  Hayes  [by]  1502.  An  improvement  of  over  fifteen 
hundred  for  my  district  —  the  Second. 

Again,  at  the  Presidential  election,  Grant  beat  Eggleston  in 
the  First  District  about  700  votes ;  while  I  beat  Grant  in  the 
Second  District  464  votes. 

Altogether  I  personally  made  a  good  run  and  no  doubt  brought 
a  better  vote  to  the  whole  ticket  than  it  would  have  received 
if  I  had  declined.  But  what  a  victory  for  General  Grant!  It 
is  simply  “prodigious”  ! 


Longview,  near  Cincinnati,  November  8,  1872. 

My  dear  Webb:  —  I  came  out  to  the  asylum  last  evening  to 
see  your  Uncle  Joe,  and  the  talk  of  your  warm  friend  Colonel 
Robinson  reminds  me  that  I  ought  to  write  to  my  lads.  Birch¬ 
ard  s  letter  written  the  day  before  he  was  a  ninteen-year-old 
came  to  hand  yesterday.  ... 

The  election  is  simply  glorious.  We  gained  in  Ohio  very 
largely  over  the  October  election.  We  gained  also  in  Hamilton 
County.  But  in  my  district  it  is  some  satisfaction  that  Grant  did 
not  run  as  well  as  I  did  in  October.  I  beat  him  about  three 
hundred  votes.  It  is  well  to  beat  somebody ! 

Now,  my  son,  I  need  not  urge  you  to  give  solid  and  honest 
work  to  your  studies.  Whatever  the  line  of  business  you  pur¬ 
sue  in  life,  training  that  hard  study  will  give  you  will  be  of 
service  to  you.  Try  to  understand  fully  whatever  you  go  over. 
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Thoroughness  is  the  vital  thing.  More  important  than  study, 
however,  is  honesty,  truthfulness,  and  sincerity.  Resolve  to 
abide  by  these  under  all  circumstances,  and  keep  the  resolution. 
Such  a  character  as  you  will  then  have  will  make  you  honored 
and  happy,  and  your  parents  proud  of  and  fond  of  you. 

A  little  too  much  sermon!  from 

Your  affectionate  father. 


Webb  C.  Hayes, 
Ithaca. 


R.  B.  Hayes. 


November  ip.  Cincinnati.  —  Uncle  Scott  Cook  during  this 
visit  at  Chillicothe  (November  9-18)  told  me  something  about 
Grandfather  Isaac  Cook  and  others  of  his  line  which  I  did  not 
know  before.  Judge  Isaac  Cook  was  at  the  Greenville  treaty 
negotiations  by  Wayne  in  1795. 

The  horse  disease  [epizootic]  here  has  driven  almost  all  of 
the  horses  from  the  streets.  Their  places  are  supplied  by  oxen, 
boys,  and  men  with  waggons  and  the  like.  Last  night  we  arrived 
from  Chillicothe.  Lucy  with  Fanny,  Scott,  and  the  nurse,  Win¬ 
nie,  walked  from  the  depot,  Plum  and  Central  Avenue  below 
Third,  up  to  this  point,  61  Mound.  I  got  two  boys  to  take  my 
traps,  at  several  trips,  for  twenty-five  cents  each  piece  ($1.25). 

Aunt  Phoebe  thinks  Grandfather  Cook  was  in  a  ship  as  a  middy 
or  sailor  boy  of  some  sort  in  the  closing  part  of  the  War  of  the 
Revolution.  Probably  an  error. 

At  Uncle  Scott  Cook’s  saw  a  history  of  the  “Last  War  with 
Great  Britain”  by  Samuel  R.  Brown,  published  in  1815  or  1816  at 
Auburn,  New  York.,  in  two  small  volumes.  The  author  seems  to 
have  been  with  the  army.  He  says  he  saw  one  hundred  and  fifty 
holes  made  by  the  cannon  of  the  British  in  the  pickets  of  Fort 
Stephenson  [at  Fremont]  after  Croghan’s  defense.  The  pickets 
were  ten  feet  high;  a  blockhouse  at  each  corner,  etc.,  etc.  The 
only  one  killed  on  our  side  in  the  assault  on  the  fort  was  a  boy 
of  fourteen,  who  defiantly  raised  his  arm  above  the  pickets.  It 
was  torn  off  by  a  cannon  shot. 

Uncle  Scott  described  his  Uncle  Joel  Cook’s  gallantry  at  Tip¬ 
pecanoe.  He  was  a  captain  of  the  Fourth  Regulars.  His  com- 
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mand  was  [a]  fine  set  of  fellows  in  excellent'  discipline.  He  was 
a  large,  broad-shouldered,  strongly-built  man,  of  great  power, 
and  as  brave  as  a  lion.  Uncle  Matthew  Scott  Cook  was  intro¬ 
duced  to  General  Harrison  about  1837.  He  said  to  him,  “Your 
Uncle  Joel  was  as  brave  a  man  as  ever  lived.”  Captain  Joel 
Cook  took  off  his  boots  and  pants  and  slept  in  his  tent.  When 
the  unexpected  attack  was  made  by  the  savages  he  couldn’t  find 
his  pants.  He  pulled  on  his  boots,  buckled  his  sword  around 
him,  and  in  his  shirt  and  boots  with  a  carbine  he  rushed  out  and, 
at  the  head  of  his  men,  charged  the  Indians  three  times  —  the 
last  time  with  such  effect  that  they  did  not  return.  As  he  stood 
near  a  tree  at  one  of  the  fires  a  volley  of  the  Indians  cut  his 
clothing  in  several  places  and  many  hit  the  tree  he  was  leaning 
against.  Once  he  pushed  forward  with  his  orderly;  a  large 
Indian  stood  erect  and  met  him  with  a  war  club.  He' fired  his 
carbine  and  thought  the  Indian  fell;  he  leaped  forward,  when 
he  saw  the  Indian  with  a  large  club  raised  ready  to  strike  him. 
Captain  Cook  grasped  his  carbine  with  the  right  hand  holding  the 
barrel  just  in  front  of  the  lock  and  the  left  near  the  muzzle,  and 
raising  it  sprang  at  the  Indian.  The  savage  struck  a  blow  which 
was  received  on  the  carbine,  bending  it  badly  and  cutting  off 
a  finger  of  the  captain’s.  The  captain  with  his  carbine  clubbed 
killed  the  Indian  at  a  blow.  His  orderly  ran  and  scalped  the 
warrior. 

November  20,  1872.— I  have  a  talent  for  silence  and  brevity.  I 
can  keep  silent  when  it  seems  best  to  do  so,  and  when  I  speak 
I  can,  and  do  usually,  quit  when  I  am  done.  This  talent,  or 
these  two  talents,  I  have  cultivated.  Silence  and  concise,  brief 
speaking  have  got  me  some  laurels,  and,  I  suspect,  lost  me  some. 
No  odds.  Do  what  is  natural  to  you,  and  you  are  sure  to  get 
all  the  recognition  you  are  entitled  to. 

Soon  after  his  marriage  to  Margaret  Scott  at  Shippensburg, 
Pennsylvania,  Judge  Isaac  Scott  moved  to  the  western  part  of 
Pennsylvania,  near  Pittsburgh.  There  he  probably  taught  school. 
He  made  the  acquaintance  of  General  Neville  who  owned  lands 
in  Ohio.  About  1793  (?)  Judge  Scott  moved  to  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  of  Chillicothe  as  the  agent  of  General  Neville  to  sell  lands. 


LIFE  IN  CINCINNATI  —  1872 


221 


November  24,  1872.  — I  attended  the  Literary  Club  last  night. 
An  agreeable  gathering  of  about  twenty  gentlemen,  generally 
youngish  men.  There  were  only  two  or  three  present  of  those  / 
who  were  members  twenty  years  [ago],  John  W.  Herron,  Pat¬ 
rick  Mallon,  and  General  M.  F.  Force  were  members  in  1850 
and  were  present  last  night.  Four  of  the  old  members. 

Fremont,  December  1,  1872.  — I  came  up  from  Cincinnati  via 
Columbus  last  Monday  to  take  my  Thanksgiving  dinner  with 
Uncle.  At  Columbus  I  remained  at  Laura’s  Monday  night. 
The  chief  delight  was  the  birth  of  a  son  to  Fanny  Fullerton.  A 
fine  little  seven-pounder,  to  be  called,  after  his  grandfather, 
William  Platt  Fullerton. 

Arriving  here  1  uesday  evening,  Uncle  was  in  his  usual  winter 
health,  with  perhaps  a  little  severer  cough.  Cousin  Mary  Birch¬ 
ard  here.  Ruddy  and  Sarah  Jane  making  his  household. 

Friday,  December  29.  —  Went  with  the  excursion  to  Lima, 
celebrating  the  completion  of  the  Lake  Erie  and  Louisville  Rail¬ 
road  to  that  point.  It  was  gratifying  to  see  Dr.  Rawson,  the  in¬ 
defatigable,  persevering,  courageous  president,  at  last  successful. 
Ffteen  years  or  more  he  has  given  to  the  work.  Without  money, 
in  spite  of  every  discouragement  and  obstacle,  he  has  pushed  for¬ 
ward  his  enterprise.  Now  it  is  in  a  condition  to  earn  money  and 
extend  itself.  Last  night  (30th)  I  spoke  to  a  meeting  in  Birchard 
Hall  in  favor  of  voting  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  thousand 
dollars  to  aid  in  building  a  new  route  from  Chicago  to  New 
York  and  Dr.  Rawson’s  Lake  Erie  and  Louisville  Railroad  to¬ 
wards  the  northeast.  The  meeting  was  not  large  but  a  good  feel¬ 
ing  prevailed  and  I  hope  the  vote  will  be  carried  by  the  requisite 
two-thirds  majority. 

Uncle  proposes  that  Sarah  Jane  Grant  shall  build  a  good 
dwelling  for  herself  and  mother  on  Birchard  Avenue  in  front  of 
Diamond  Park  and  that  he  will  make  his  home  with  them  and 
give  up  Spiegel  Grove  to  me  next  summer  or  fall.  I  think 
favorably  of  it,  but  must  consult  Lucy  and  reflect  on  it.  I  sus¬ 
pect  it  will  be  better  for  Uncle  than  his  present  arrangement  and 
best  for  all  concerned. 

I  used  an  anecdote  to  illustrate  how  railroad  companies  divide 
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with  produce  dealers,  manufacturers,  and  others  the  benefits  of 
their  business  when  there  is  no  competition.  Tom  and  Billy,  two 
brothers,  slept  in  the  same  bed.  One  evening  their  mother  heard 
a  difficulty  between  them  and  called  to  know  the  cause.  “Why, 
Billy  wants  half  of  the  bed,  and  says  he  means  to  have  it.” 
“Well,  Tom,”  replied  the  mother,  “that’s  fair;  there  are  only 
two  of  you  and  half  of  the  bed  is  his  share.”  “Oh,  but  mother, 
you  don’t  understand.  He  wants  his  half  of  the  bed  right  in  the 
middle  and  that  doesn’t  leave  enough  for  me  on  either  side  of 
him.” 

Let  all  of  us  take  a  fair  start.”  —  One  of  Uncle’s  stories 
of  the  congregation  of  wreckers  and  their  pastor:  News  came 
that  a  wreck  was  to  happen  soon.  The  congregation  to  a  man 
arose  and  began  a  rush  for  the  door.  The  clergyman,  whose 
pulpit  was  distant  from  the  door,  called  to  them:  “Stop.  In  the 
name  of  the  Lord,  I  command  you  to  stop.”  All  paused.  The 
preacher  descended  slowly  into  the  aisle  and  then  taking  long 
stiides  to  the  door  said,  “Let  us  all  take  a  fair  start.” 

I  estimate  that  if  the  Chicago  and  New  York  Air  Line  Rail¬ 
road  is  built,  running  as  it  does  from  the  east  to  the  west  line 
of  Sandusky  County,  and  if  the  Lake  Erie  and  Louisville  Rail¬ 
road  is  completed  to  Cleveland  so  as  to  be  a  through  line,  that  the 
valuation  of  these  roads  will  be  such  as  to  pay  one-tenth  of  all 
of  the  taxes  in  Sandusky  County. 

December  3,  1872.  —  The  vote  in  Sandusky  township  in  favor 
of  the  railroad  loan  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  thousand 
dollars  to  aid  in  extending  Dr.  Rawson’s  road  east,  the  Lake 
Erie  and  Louisville,  and  the  Chicago  and  New  York  Air  Line 
was  as  follows,  ten  in  the  city  No,'  forty-one  in  township  No. 

Today  Sam  Young,  of  Toledo,  came  over  to  see  Birchard  and 
Wilson  about  buying  their  one-hundred-and-sixty-acre  tract,  east 
side,  for  the  Columbus  and  Toledo  Railroad.  He  was  willing  to 
pay  seven  hundred  dollars  to  eight  hundred  dollars  per  acre  for 
the  whole  tract.  He  finally  offered  for  the  part  back  of  the 
Hone  tract  eight  hundred  dollars  per  acre.  This  is  the  least 
valuable  part  of  the  tract.  Finally,  he  talked  as  if  he  would  give 
one  thousand  dollars  and  on  the  way  home  with  me  dropped 
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a  word  or  two  which  seemed  to  imply  that  twelve  hundred  dollars 
might  be  paid.  Wilson  seemed  to  feel  like  yielding  to  Young’s 
views.  I  insisted  then  that  every  acre  was  worth  two  thousand 
dollars.  Young  spoke  of  this  as  a  high  figure,  but  I  think  it  is 
worth  it. 

A  grant  of  the  right  of  way  is  made  to  the  Toledo  and  Western 
Company  in  case  it  builds  on  it  in  three  years.  The  Toledo  and 
Western  build  on  another  route.  Can  that  company  now  trans¬ 
fer  its  right  of  way  to  another  company,  there  being  no  con¬ 
sideration  for  the  grant  except  the  construction  of  the  railroad? 

What  is  the  limit  of  the  right  of  a  railroad  to  condemn  for 
depot  and  business  purposes?  May  they  condemn  wharf  prop¬ 
erty?  How  much  may  they  condemn  for  depots? 

A  grant  to  a  company  that  is  never  organized  —  is  it  not  void  ? 
The  company  is  only  a  company  with  a  certificate  of  incorpora¬ 
tion. 

Cincinnati,  December  5,  1872.  —  Returned  via  Toledo  from 
Fremont.  The  most  intelligent  person  on  fire  insurance  I  have 
met  was  on  the  cars  from  Toledo  to  Cincinnati;  a  general  agent 
(whose  name  I  lost)  for  adjusting  losses. 

Uncle  George  Warren  —  we  call  him  “Uncle”  —  an  old  rather 
queer  man,  a  measurer  by  trade,  now  approaching  eighty,  is  low. 
Lucy  visits  him,  kisses  him,  talks  cheerily  to  him,  makes  him 
happy,  and  is  happy  herself  in  making  him  and  “Aunty”  War¬ 
ren  happy. 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  December  18,  1872. 

Dear  Uncle:  —  I  hear  from  the  boys  that  they  will  be  at 
Fremont  on  Saturday.  We  can  hardly  come  before  the  day  after 
Christmas.  Would  do  so  if  it  was  very  desirable. 

I  had  a  good  long  talk  with  Otis  [of  Chicago]  yesterday.  He 
was  full  of  his  sensible  observations.  He  avoided  politics.  He 
is  not  sore,  but  don’t  like  the  subject.  The  plans  I  gave  him  for 
myself  —  going  to  Fremont  and  what  I  would  do  there  —  he 
very  strongly  approved  as  the  true  course  for  me.  He  is  very 
prosperout.  His  rents  are  over  seventy  thousand  dollars  a  year. 

•  .  .  Sincerely, 


S.  Birchard. 


R.  B.  Hayes. 
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Fremont,  Ohio,  December  26,  1872.  —  Uncle  Birchard  says: — 
“Good  Hunt  was  a  humorous,  witty  Indian  chief  (a  lower  chief) 
of  the  Senecas.  No  Indian  could  understand  interest.  They 
could  not  see  how  money  would  produce  money,  how  it  would 
grow.  I  tried  to  make  them  understand  it,  when  I  would  furnish 
them  money  on  their  assignment  of  an  annuity  before  it  was  due. 
But  they  couldn’t  understand  it.  Once  I  sold  Good  Hunt  a 
shilling  s  worth  of  tobacco.  He  took  it,  and  in  payment  he 
placed  on  the  counter  a  sixpence.  I  said  that  is  not  enough. 
YY  ith  a  queer  twinkle  in  his  eye  he  replied,  ‘It  will  grow ;  you 
know  how  money  grows.’ 

“The  Indians,  the  Senecas,  were  far  more  honest  than  white 
men.  I  have  had  my  store  full  of  them  all  night,  no  one  awake 
to  watch  them,  and  never  lost  anything.  The  chiefs  always  saw 
that  their  debts  were  paid.  If  an  Indian  died,  it  was  believed 
he  could  not  enter  the  happy  hunting-grounds  until  their  [his] 
debts  were  paid  on  earth.” 

So  strongly  does  Uncle  feel  on  the  Indian  question,  that  while 
he  admires  Sheridan  and  Crook  more  than  most  men,  he  is  al¬ 
most  disposed  to  condemn  them  for  their  Indian  policy.  He  is 
devoted  to  Grant  for  his  course  towards  the  Indians. 

Fremont,  December  29,  1872.  —  This  has  been  an  unusually 
long  and  severe  winter.  November  was  like  a  winter  month. 
The  thermometer,  which  hangs  on  one  of  the  pillars  of  the  north 
porch,  has  shown  the  mercury  lower  than  ever  before  since  it 
hung  there.  Sunday,  December  22,  at  breakfast  time,  12  degrees 
below ;  23d,  it  was  7  degrees  below  zero,  and  below  zero  at  that 
hour  four  days  —  at  A.  M.  8  o’clock. 

December  jo,  1872.  —  Our  wedding  day,  twenty  years  ago !  A 
happy  day.  Darling  is  handsomer  than  she  was  then,  with  a 
glorious  flow  of  friendly  feeling  and  cheerfulness,  genuine 
womanly  character,  a  most  affectionate  mother,  a  good,  good 
wife.  How  I  do  love  her !  What  a  lucky  man  I  was  and  am ! 

Snow,  six  inches  and  good  sleighing  for  more  than  a  week 
past,  and  a  prospect  of  its  lasting  a  week  longer. 

Uncle  spends  a  large  part  of  the  time  reading  Sunday-school 
books.  He  says,  “They  are  to  me  a  sort  of  ‘soothing  syrup.' 
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They  require  no  thought,  no  exertion  to  understand;  they  are 
printed  in  good  type  and  are  convenient  to  handle.”  His  health 
is  such  that  an  exciting  tale,  or  a  book  of  solid  qualities,  would 
disturb  his  nerves  and  weary  him. 

December  31,  1872.  —  Last  night  a  quiet  snow  fell  to  the  depth 
of  perhaps  eight  inches,  making  the  total  depth  now  on  the 
ground  about  fifteen  inches.  The  best  snow  and  the  best  sleigh¬ 
ing  I  ever  knew  in  Ohio.  The  snow  lodged  on  the  trees  of  the 
grove  as  it  fell  in  the  still  air  until  now  the  grove  has  a  beautiful 
white,  feathery  powder  covering  it  which  is  charming  and  won¬ 
derful. 

January  2,  1873.  —  Uncle  says  that  Charles  L.  Mead  in  1859 
looked,  acted,  talked,  and  walked  almost  exactly  like  my  father. 
His  portrait  will  do  for  a  picture  of  my  father. 

January  5.  —  The  mild  weather  of  the  third  melted  a  good 
deal  of  the  snow  and  filled  the  cisterns  and  small  streams. 
Enough  snow  was  left  for  good  sleighing  in  the  woods  and  on 
shaded  roads.  The  ice  makes  an  excellent  foundation  for  the 
snow  now  falling.  It  will  make  capital  sleighing  again.  Ther¬ 
mometer  27  degrees.  No  such  drouth  as  that  of  the  last  three 
years.  Wells  and  even  springs  give  out. 

January  8.  —  Spiegel  Grove,  under  the  great  oaks,  was  a 
favorite  camping  place  for  the  Indians  until  they  left  for  the 
West.  Afterwards  the  gypsies  camped  occasionally  under  the 
oaks  in  front  of  the  house  until  Uncle  occupied  it  first  in  1863. 

The  hollow  at  the  head  of  the  ravine  south  of  the  house, 
when  I  first  knew  it  [in]  i860,  seemed  to  have  a  spring  and 
water  trickled  down  the  ravine  a  good  part  of  the  year.  The 
run  that  crosses  Buckland  Avenue,  this  side  of  Fennimore’s,  was 
a  permanent  living  stream,  with  fish  in  it  twenty-five  or  thirty 
years  ago. 

Uncle  began  to  build  this  house  August  22,  1859.  Enclosed 
and  roofed  it  that  year.  Moved  into  it  in  the  spring  of  1863. 
He  put  a  barrel  in  the  ravine,  supposing  he  had  a  permanent 
soring.  Water  ran  from  it  all  of  the  year.  But  clearing  and 
15 
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ditching  the  country  has  dried  up  these  surface  water  streams 
and  springs. 

January  14. —  Uncle  says  his  Spiegel  Grove  house  is  the  first 
in  which  gas  fixtures  were  placed  in  Fremont. 

Fremont,  January  15,  1873.  —  Uncle  is  seventy-two  years  old 
today.  Two  years  ago  I  had  a  superstitious  dread  as  his 
seventieth  birthday  approached,  fearing  that  he  would  not  live 
to  seventy.  He  was  in  poor  health,  suffering  much,  and  his 
temper  somewhat  querulous.  Now  he  is  in  possession  of  his 
accustomed  hopeful  and  cheerful  temper  and  is  able  to  enjoy 
himself  as  he  did  years  ago.  Then  he  was  vexed  when  I  spoke 
of  his  birthday,  didn’t  want  it  known.  Nothing  could  be  more 
different  than  his  feelings  now.  No  one  mentioned  it  until  noon. 
I  then  spoke  of  his  former  vexation  about  it  and  asked  him  if  he 
knew  today  was  his  birthday.  He  laughed  pleasantly  and  said 
he  had  been  thinking  of  it  for  two  or  three  weeks  and  wondered 
if  we  knew  it.  Sarah  Jane  made  a  pretty  cushion  cover  and  put 
it  on  a  new  cushion  for  his  chair.  The  new  cushion  was  in  the 
chair  when  we  came  up  from  dinner.  He  saw  it  as  he  went  to 
the  chair.  Mrs.  Grant  came  in  to  enjoy  the  scene;  altogether  a 
happy  thing.  A  happy  birthday! 

January  16.  —  Uncle  says:  “Your  father  was  the  best  busi¬ 
ness  man  I  ever  knew.  George  Grant,  next ;  Cyrus  Austin,  who 
was  drowned,  next.” 


Fremont,  Ohio,  January  17,  1873. 

My  Dearest:  .  .  .  We  have  talked  over  the  proposed  emi¬ 
gration.  We  are  to  come  about  April  15  to  May  1.  To  be 
visitors  as  usual  until  the  new  house  is  finished.  This  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  about  September  first.  We  are  to  store  our  traps  in 
a  new  storehouse  to  be  built  out  back  for  that  purpose.  When 
we  take  possession  the  whole  house  passes  into  our  hands  ex¬ 
cept  Uncle’s  chamber  and  sleeping  room,  which  we  may  use  as 
it  stands  but  not  to  overhaul  and  change.  Well,  I  say,  agreed  to 
it  all  with  all  my  heart. 

Affectionately, 

Mrs.  Hayes.  r 


SPIEGEL  GROVE  — 1873 


227 


Longview  Asylum,  January  25,  1873. 

Dear  Uncle:  —  We  came  out  to  spend  Sunday  with  Uncle 
Joe  and  go  back  Monday.  We  are  all  well.  ...  I  have 
been  looking  at  some  of  the  doctor’s  vines  on  walls  and  trees. 
The  Virginia  creeper,  the  Chinese  wistaria  and  the  English  ivy 
soon  make  an  old  tree  a  beautiful  object.  1  would  like  to  ex¬ 
periment  with  your  dead  Spanish  oak.  If  you  will  let  it  stand 
a  year  or  so  longer  I  hope  something  can  be  made  of  it  as  a 
supporter  of  vines  which  will  in  time  make  it  as  ornamental  as 
it  was  when  it  was  alive.  So  spare  that  tree  one  season  more 
and  let  us  see. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

S.  Birchard. 


January  28,  1873.  Tuesday.  —  Now  that  it  is  decided  that  I 
go  to  Fremont  and  make  a  home  in  Spiegel  Grove,  I  give  some 
thought  to  its  advantages  and  its  possible  improvements.  It  is  a 
place  of  great  advantages.  As  Uncle  says,  one  may  there  “dis¬ 
play  the  light  of  science.’’  I  do  not  expect  to  make  many  changes. 
But  if  additions  tc  the  house  are  required,  what  shall  they  be? 
One  would  like  (1)  a  large  parlor,  (2)  [a]  library,  (3)  a  dining¬ 
room  and  a  hall  and  [a]  veranda.  With  me,  the  best  part  of  the 
present  house  is  its  veranda.  But  I  would  enlarge  it.  I  want  a 
veranda  with  a  house  attached!  A  plain,  bracketted  style, 
quaker-like  mansion,  with  a  wide,  hospitable  veranda,  generous 
halls,  and  dining-rooms.  [Here  follow  many  details  and  tenta¬ 
tive  plans  of  desired  changes  and  improvements  in  the  house.] 

February  3.  —  Last  night  I  attended  a  full,  good  meeting  of 
the  Literary  Club.  Mr.  Leaman  read  an  essay  of  great  interest 
on  Spiritualism.  He  evidently  believes  in  the  phenomena,  or 
some  of  them,  commonly  called  mesmeric.  He  seems  to  sub¬ 
scribe  to  the  view  that  there  is  a  condition  of  the  system  in 
which  one  may  perceive  or  know  without  the  aid  of  the  senses 
and  beyond  the  powers  of  seeing  or  hearing.  This  condition 
he  thinks,  some,  perhaps  all,  persons  can  place  themselves  in. 
No  one  has  poiver  over  another,  etc.,  etc. 
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Cincinnati,  February  6.  —  I  hear  that  Uncle  Birchard  has  an¬ 
other  bad  turn.  I  shall  go  up  in  the  morning.  Today  I  got 
from  Mr.  Dexter  the  manuscript  diary  of  David  Zeisberger, 
presented  to  the  Historical  Society  of  Ohio  by  Judge  Lane. 


Fremont,  Ohio,  February  9,  1873. 

Dearest  :  —  Uncle  had  a  good  night’s  rest  and  is  better.  He 
does  not  expect  to  recover  but  he  has  some  chance.  He  coughs 
very  little  —  less  than  usual,  but  it  gives  him  great  pain  in  the 
small  of  the  back.  He  is  cheerful,  affectionate,  and  often  humor¬ 
ous.  He  occasionally  speaks  of  religion.  He  says  he  is  not 
much  of  a  Christian  but  believes  and  trusts  in  the  Lord  Jesus. 
He  said  to  me,  “If  I  am  anywhere  near  as  good  as  your  mother 
was,  I  shall  see  her  very  soon.”  He  often  says,  “I  am  so  glad 
you  came.” 

Affectionately, 

Mrs.  Hayes. 


Fremont,  February  10,  18/3.  —  On  Friday,  7th,  I  left  Cincin¬ 
nati  at  7  A.  M.  for  this  place  and  reached  here  at  6  P.  M.  As 
I  had  heard  nothing  from  him  later  than  Sunday  eve,  or  Monday 
morning,  and  as  I  always  have  an  understanding  with  near 
relatives  that  “no  news  is  good  news,”  I  was  confident  that 
Uncle  must  be  getting  on  well ;  so  much  so  that  I  doubted  the 
propriety  of  coming  and  expected  to  hear  that  I  was  again  on 
hand  when  there  was  no  danger.  As  I  trudged  through  the  mud 
I  was  thinking  of  this,  but  near  the  grove  I  met  Rutherford  with 
Old  Whitey  driving  down  to  the  depot  after  me.  He  told  me 
Uncle  was  much  worse  and  that  they  were  afraid  he  would  not 
be  able  to  speak  to  me  or  even  to  recognize  me.  Much  shocked, 
I  put  my  valise  into  the  buggy  and  hurried  to  the  house.  I  found 
Uncle  Birchard  wholly  unconscious  and  in  great  pain,  suffering 
chiefly  in  his  head.  . 

We  thought  it  probable  he  would  die  during  the  night.  But 
in  the  morning,  Saturday,  he  awoke  quiet  and  rational.  He 
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recognized  me,  was  cheerful  and  affectionate,  and  yet  so  weak 
and  his  pulse  so  feeble  that  we  thought  he  wras  about  to  die 
and  so  told  him.  He  spoke  of  a  few  things  he  wanted  attended 
to  in  business  matters,  Miller’s  increase  of  salary,  etc.,  etc.,  and 
about  the  disposition  of  one  part  of  his  property,  which  as  his 
will  stands  would  fall  to  me  in  bulk.  He  had  all  leave  the  room 
while  he  talked  to  me.  He  said  :  — 

"I  am  so  glad  you  came  —  so  glad.  You  have  been  a  good  boy ; 
you  always  minded  me.  I  fear  you  are  not  quite  so  correct  in 
your  religion  as  I  wish  you  were.  I  know  you  are  not  religious. 
Always  take  care  to  treat  Sarah  Jane  well.  She  has  saved  my 
life  and  I  feel  towards  her  as  towards  a  daughter.  She  is  to 
have  my  diamond  pin.  You  will  have  property  enough.  You 
will  have  also  my  watch  and  books  and  everything,  but  I  would 
like  to  have  when  there  are  little  things  you  don’t  want  —  I 
would  like  presents  made  to  many  of  my  friends.  I  thought  of 
giving  my  pin  to  Waite.  I  always  valued  his  friendship.  I 
want  to  give  more  to  the  town.  The  Boalt  tract  will  sometime 
be  worth  twenty  thousand  dollars.  When  it  is  I  want  the  town 
to  have  for  its  benefit  five  thousand  dollars.  Whatever  Buck- 
land,  Dr.  Stilwell,  and  you  think  best.”  .  .  . 

Occasionally  he  prayed  briefly.  He  had  no  fear  of  death,  but 
rather  desired  it  as  a  refuge  from  so  much  pain.  “If  I  am  as 
good  as  your  mother,  I  will  soon  see  her,  soon  be  with  her.” 
He  has  a  delusion  that  his  “loss  of  mind,”  as  he  calls  it,  was 
“the  apoplcx”  .  .  .  His  sight  and  memory  are  both  bad. 

But  he  remembers  his  suffering  during  that  awful  Friday  night 
when  he  was  so  wild.  He  says  it  was  beyond  anything  he  ever 
thought  of.  It  was  as  if  his  bones  were  grinding  up.  .  .  . 

Wednesday,  February  12.  —  Uncle  had  a  good  night’s  rest. 
We  had  no  one  to  sit  up  with  him.  He  sees  fewer  visions.  A 
day  or  two  ago  he  saw  veils,  saw  dust  floating  in  the  air,  sheep 
running  and  leaping,  flowers  and  other  beautiful  objects.  Now 
he  is  free  from  these  sights  and  is  no  doubt  somewhat  better  in 
all  respects.  . 

Thursday,  February  13,  18/3.  —  “You  may  consult  Buck- 
[land],  Haynes,  Bushnell,  Stilwell,  and  Wilson  as  to  how  to 
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spend  ten  thousand  dollars  for  the  benefit  of  the  town  to  be  taken 
from  the  Boalt  tract  when  you  can  sell  it  for  twenty  thousand 
dollars;  at  least  ten  thousand  dollars,  perhaps  three-fourths  of 
it,  after  expenses,  taxes,  etc.” 

Tuesday,  February  1 8.—.  .  .  The  late  rain  and  the  thaw 

today  and  yesterday  are  raising  the  water  in  the  river.  We  hear 
the  roar  of  the  water  rushing  over  the  milldams  in  Ballville. 
The  windows  in  Uncle’s  room,  some  of  them,  are  thumping  as  if 
the  wind  struck  them  in  waves.  The  inmates  of  the  house  say 
this  never  occurs  except  in  time  of  a  full  river.  Can  this  be  so? 
If  so,  the  explanation  of  it? 


Fremont,  Ohio,  Sunday  A.  M.,  February  23,  1873. 

My  Darling  :  —  .  .  .  Uncle  slowly  improves  —  very 
slowly.  ...  I  have  said  nothing  about  coming  home,  but 
have  hoped  to  be  able  to  leave  him  the  last  of  this  week.  I  am 
not  sure  of  it  now.  The  fear  that  I  might  have  to  stay  a  long 
time  has  led  me  to  urge  you  to  get  ready  to  come  up  sooner  than 
you  intended,  thinking  it  might  be  best  for  you  to  come  before 
I  returned.  I  only  say  now  that  perhaps  it  will  be  best  for  you 
to  come  soon.  How  do  you  feel  about  coming  now? 

Affectionately, 

Mrs.  Hayes.  t> 


February  27,  1873.  Thursday.  —  Uncle  is  so  much  better  that 
he  can  sit  up  the  most  of  the  time,  and  for  twenty-four  hours  has 
had  no  serious  pains. 

March  3.  Monday.  —  For  three  days  the  thermometer  has 
been  at  about  the  freezing  point.  . 

Saturday  last  I  went  with  James  B.  Luckey  and  his  father 
A.  W.  Luckey,  to  look  at  lands  near  Toledo.  James  had  bought 
twenty  acres  about  a  mile  from  the  river  for  twenty-five  hundred 
dollars.  I  agreed  to  take  an  undivided  half  of  it  and  make  the 
payments.  It  is  on  the  road  that  runs  eastwardly  from  the  river 
below  the  Hone  tract.  We  also  agreed  to  take  ten  acres  on 
south  side  of  same  road,  half  a  mile  or  less  from  the  river  for 
thirty-five  hundred  dollars  —  one-third  cash,  balance  in  one  and 
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two  years.  I  also  agreed  to  take  the  Gleason  farm  at  nine  thou¬ 
sand  dollars,  one-third  cash,  balance  in  one  and  two  years.  It 
contains  one  hundred  and  three  acres,  is  cut  by  Lake  Shore 
Railroad  two  miles  east  of  Brown  Hotel.  ...  I  expect  to 
share  these  lands,  my  interest  in  them,  with  Wilson,  Dr.  Davis, 
or  J.  T.  Webb.  I  will  retain  either  a  third  or  a  quarter  interest. 

Cincinnati,  March  6,  1873.  —  Tuesday,  fourth,  left  Fremont  via 
Toledo.  At  Elmore  joined  by  James  B.  Luckey  and  Augustus 
W.  Luckey.  At  Toledo  we  met  Colonel  H.  N.  Howland,  real 
estate  agent.  ...  I  told  Colonel  Howland  to  contract  for 
me  for  about  twenty-two  acres  on  Woodville  road  for  twenty- 
five  hundred  dollars  or  better  if  possible.  Left  Luckey  to  com¬ 
plete  contract  for  one-hundred-and-three-acre  farm.  Reached 
61  Mound  Street  at  11  o’clock. 

[Fremont,  March  20 ].  —  Friday,  March  14,  General  Knapp 
came  to  Cincinnati  to  visit  us.  Saw  Farney’s  pictures  of  pork 
packing;  the  new  library  room;  the  book  of  birds  (Audubon), 
the  largest  and  finest  edition  and  one  of  the  best  copies. 

Saturday,  15th,  we  rode  out  to  Walnut  Hills.  Force  at  tea 
with  us.  In  the  morning,  too  late  to  start,  I  got  a  dispatch  from 
Miss  Sarah  [Grant]  that  Uncle  was  again  bad.  At  9:45  P.  M. 
took  train  to  Clyde;  reached  there,  after  a  comfortable  night  on 
the  cars,  at  8  A.  M. ;  took  breakfast  at  Widow  Pierce’s  tavern. 
A  boy  drove  me  over,  eight  miles,  in  one  hour,  against  a  fierce, 
cold  west  wind,  Sunday  morning.  Found  Uncle  much  better. 
Is  now  doing  pretty  well.  .  .  .  He  gains  strength  slowly. 

Yesterday,  Wednesday,.  19th,  with  Mr.  Cochran  and  a  digger, 
marked  out  the  cellar  for  Sarah’s  new  house. 


Fremont,  Ohio,  March  19,  1873. 
My  Darling:  —  Uncle  has  had  no  return  of  severe  headache, 
but  occasionally,  for  an  hour  or  two,  suffers  considerably.  He 
is  much  stronger  than  when  I  was  here  before.  . 

\  esterday  we  had  a  good  steady  spring  rain  all  day.  I  spent 
it  largely  rummaging  over  and  arranging  old  papers  and  letters. 
Among  other  interesting  ones  I  found  your  first  letters  to  me 
1  6  * 
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after  I  went  up  to  Camp  Chase.  They  were  very  good  and 
affectionate.  Pleasant  reading  now.  Also  a  pencil  list  with 
residences  of  the  wounded  you  visited  at  Middletown.  That 
was  our  golden  age.  . 

Anna  Dickinson  will  lecture  here  tomorrow  night.  She  is 
more  of  an  event  here  than  in  Cincinnati  and  will  no  doubt,  if 
the  weather  is  decent,  draw  a  great  crowd.  . 

Take  things  easy.  Be  happy.  And,  more  than  all,  think  and 
feel  your  lovingest  of  your  affectionate  spouse. 

R. 

Mrs.  Hayes. 


Fremont,  March  23,  1873.  —  Uncle  yesterday  deeded  to  me 
his  half  of  the  160-acre  tract  in  East  Toledo.  We  both  think  it 
is  now  worth  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  that  it  will 
rapidly  increase  in  value.  It  will  be  worth  in  my  opinion  five 
thousand  dollars  per  acre  in  less  than  ten  years,  and  ten  thousand 
dollars  per  acre  (cut  up  into  city  lots  of  course)  in  less  than 
twenty  years.  The  value  of  my  share  in  1883,  say,  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars  and  in  1893  say  one  million  dollars.  But  it  is 
likely  to  be  sold  long  before  those  dates.  I  will  hold  on  for  a 
large  advance,  but  will  not  hold  it  to  the  injury  of  the  city. 
When  the  general  good  of  the  city  requires  it  to  be  improved, 
if  I  cannot  improve  it  myself,  I  will  sell  to  those  who  can  at  a 
fair  price  at  the  time.  But  before  this  occurs  it  will  probably 
sell  for  fifty  dollars  a  foot  in  small  parcels.  The  river  in  front 
of  the  property  is  probably  over  two  thousand  feet  wide.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  established  dock  lines,  the  channel  is  to  remain 
over  twelve  hundred  feet  wide  We  therefore  gain  from  fifteen 
to  twenty  acres,  perhaps  twenty-five  to  thirty  in  the  Maumee. 

March  24.  Fremont.  — I  am  called  on  by  the  War  Depart¬ 
ment  to  send  a  sketch  of  my  military  services.  I  will  tomorrow 
look  up  the  letter  and  begin  to  prepare  it.  I  will  first  write  a 
rather  full  autobiography  embracing  the  war  period  and  from 
that  make  up  a  shorter  sketch  for  the  War  Department.  I  will 
begin  today  and  keep  at  it,  a  little  [at]  a  time,  until  it  is  finished. 
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Fremont,  Ohio,  March  24,  1873. 

My  Darling  :  —  We  are  expecting  “the  boys”  in  a  day  or  two, 
and  then  happiness  a  plenty.  It  is  a  great  satisfaction  to  roam 
about  and  plan  improvements,  mere  “castles  in  Spain,”  these 
lovely  spring  days.  I  think  we  shall  enjoy  this  life  exceedingly. 

Uncle  is  about  as  usual.  He  can  now  walk  about  his  room 
a  little  and  sits  up  the  greater  part  of  the  day. 

When  the  boys  come  I  will  send  you  word.  You  can  either 
come  to  stay  or  to  return,  as  you  please.  .  .  .  Get  your  calls 

done  up  the  first  chance. 

Be  happy.  Take  cheerful  views  of  all  your  troubles.  I 
wouldn’t  want  an  empty  house  [closed]  up,  you  know. 

Affectionately, 

R. 

Mrs.  Hayes. 


March  26.  Wednesday.  —  Last  night  I  was  made  for  a 
moment  anxious  by  the  telegraph  boy  with  a  dispatch.  Birch 
and  Webb  were  on  the  way  from  Cornell  to  spend  here  the  spring 
vacation.  But  it  was  merely  this  surprise:  “My  hearty  con¬ 
gratulations  upon  your  appointment  as  Assistant  Treasurer.” 

I  am  glad  General  Grant  appointed  me.  It  enables  me  to  decline 
an  office  of  profit  just  as  I  leave  Cincinnati,  and  so  to  leave  with 
a  well-rounded  political  record.  But  the  office  I  would  not  take 
except  as  a  means  of  keeping  hunger  from  the  door.  After  what  . 
I  have  been  and  had  and  done,  it  would  be  small  potatoes  to 
grasp  this  crumb.  Thanks  be  given,  I  am  independent  of  office 
for  my  daily  bread ! 


Fremont,  Ohio,  March  26,  1873. 

My  Darling:  —  Our  big  boys  arrived  safely  and  in  fine 
health  and  spirits  this  morning,  Wednesday,  and  will  remain 
two  weeks.  They  may  remain  until  Saturday  two  weeks.  They 
of  course  want  to  see  their  mother  and  little  Fanny.  You  can 
come  up  either  the  latter  part  of  this  week  or  early  next.  Send 
me  a  dispatch  when  you  start.  . 

I  have  a  dispatch  from  Charlie  Turner  congratulating  me  on 
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my  appointment  as  Assistant  Treasurer.  I  have  no  other  inti¬ 
mation  of  the  appointment.  Of  course,  you  know,  I  should  not 
accept.  But  I  rather  hope  the  fact  is  so.  It  will  give  me  a  chance 
to  leave  Cincinnati  declining  what  is  commonly  regarded  as  a 
very  desirable  office. 

We  have  a  painful  report,  which  I  fear  is  true,  that  George 
Taylor  was  captured  and  killed  in  Arizona  by  the  Indians.  I 
have  written  to  General  Crook  about  it.  He  has  been  heard 
from  by  his  friends  here  in  the  very  neighborhood  where  the 
telegraph  locates  the  outrage.  Besides,  he  was  engaged  survey¬ 
ing  land  which  for  ages  has  been  the  hated  thing  by  the  savages. 
But  there  are  many  George  Taylors,  and  this  may  be  another 
man.  His  mother  does  not  yet  know  it,  and  will  not  until  the 
facts  are  ascertained. 

Affectionately, 

R. 

Mrs.  Hayes. 


Fremont,  Ohio,  March  27,  1873. 

My  Darling:  — Mr.  Turner  is  here.  Thanks  for  the  letters. 
Don  t  feel  otherwise  than  flattered.  It  is  the  most  important 
office  in  the  West,  and  the  glory  of  it  is  that  I  have  an  opportunity 
to  decline  a  good  office!  This  I  do,  of  course.  I  see  nothing 
offensive  in  the  Commercial  articles,  but  some  truths  that  I  don’t 
object  to. 

Come  up.  We  shall  be  so  jolly  with  you.  . 

Affectionately, 


Mrs.  Hayes. 
Private. 


R. 


Fremont,  Ohio,  March  29,  1873. 

Dear  General:  —  Your  note  of  the  25th  reached  me  here 
this  morning.  The  nomination  was,  of  course,  a  complete  sur¬ 
prise.  If  it  had  been  confirmed,  various  reasons  would  have 
constrained  me  to  decline  the  appointment.  But  I  want  Mr. 
Delano  and  the  President  to  know  that,  while  the  office  was  not 
perhaps  such  an  one  as  I  should  have  sought  (if  I  ever  sought 
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such  things),  it  is  nevertheless  very  gratifying  to  me  to  receive 
such  an  appointment  under  such  circumstances,  and,  without 
multiplying  words,  that  I  appreciate  very  highly  this  proof  of 
their  confidence. 

I  don’t,  perhaps,  comprehend  the  crotchet  of  Mr.  Sherman 
which  stopped  the  confirmation. 

As  the  matter  now  stands,  I  am  not  disposed  to  decide  that  I 
will  not  accept  the  office,  if  it  is  again  tendered  to  me.  It  is 
probable  that  I  ought  not  to  undertake  the  duties  under  existing 
circumstances  even  for  a  short  period,  but  on  that  head  I  simply 
do  not  now  decide. 

Thanks  for  your  letter. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

P.  S.  —  I  shall  be  detained  here  a  good  part  of  the  time  for 
some  weeks  by  the  sickness  of  my  Uncle,  Mr.  Birchard.  —  H. 

P.  P.  S.  —  I  will  write  Mr.  Delano  if,  or  before,  any  other 
action  is  taken  in  this  matter  by  me.  —  H. 

General  B.  R.  Cowan. 

Fremont,  March  30,  1873.  Sunday.  —  I  yesterday  had  a  good 
long  letter  from  my  old  college  friend,  R.  E.  Trowbridge  (Old 
Trow),  of  Birmingham,  Michigan.  He  sends  me  letters  from 
Mr.  Levi  Bishop  and  Judge  C.  I.  Walker,  of  Detroit,  gentlemen 
who  can  aid  me  in  collecting  books,  etc.,  etc.,  of  the  early  history 
of  this  region.  Their  letters  are  encouraging.  Judge  Walker’s 
is  especially  so.  He  gives  a  long  resume  of  Michigan  history. 
I  must  write  to  Judge  Walker,  telling  him  I  do  not  propose 
authorship,  but  to  collect  what  I  can  relating  to  the  early  history 
of  Ohio  and  particularly  of  the  Sandusky  region,  and  concerning 
the  Wyandots. 

Lower  Sandusky  was  one  of  the  outlying  ports  of  Detroit, 
depending  on  it;  its  traders,  first  French  and  then  English,  were 
from  Detroit.  The  Wyandots  were  from  Detroit.  Captives 
taken  by  the  Wyandots,  Shawanees,  and  others,  were  taken  to 
Detroit  for  reward,  or  ransom,  from  Lower  Sandusky.  Peltries 
went  there;  goods  came  from  there. 
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I  want  to  know  about  the  Neutral  Nation  whose  two  villages, 
one  friendly  to  the  Hurons,  the  other  to  the  Five  Nations,  were 
on  the  opposite  sides  of  the  River  Sandusky,  according  to  tradi¬ 
tion,  about  1650,  at  this  point.  About  the  Wyandots,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  about  their  last  great  chief,  Tarhe,  or  King  Crane. 
About  the  traders,  Robbins  and  Arundle,  English,  McCormick, 
Scotch,  and  Levallier,  French,  who  are  mentioned  by  the 
Moravians  as  here  in  1782.  About  the  name  Sandusky,  whether 
from  an  English  Pole,  “Sondowsky,”  who  came  over  in  Queen 
Anne’s  time,  and  traded  in  this  region  about  1720-40,  or  from 
Wyandot  Sah-un-dus-kee,  words  signifying  “water  not  con¬ 
cealing  the  ground,”  or  “water  in  whirlpools,”  according  to  dif¬ 
ferent  authorities.  When  was  the  name  first  found  on  the  maps 
and  where?  or  in  books?  Where  was  the  English  Fort  Sandusky 

which  was  destroyed  with  its  commander,  Sergeant - ,  in 

1763  in  (Pontiac’s  war)  ?  The  Moravians  were  here  in  1782 
four  weeks. 


Fremont,  Ohio,  April  2,  1873. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  Reaching  here  last  night,  I  found  your  letter 
of  the  26th,  forwarded  here  from  Cincinnati.  I  have  not  at  any 
time  believed  that  the  course  you  took  on  my  confirmation  was 
owing  to  hostility  to  me.  The  action  taken  was  calculated,  al¬ 
though  not  so  intended,  to  injure  me  and  to  wound  my  feelings, 
and  frankness  requires  that  I  should  say  that  I  think  you  were 
in  error  in  your  views  of  duty  under  the  circumstances.  But 
I  assure  you  that  even  without  your  letter  I  should  have  felt 
confident  that  you  were  not  actuated  in  the  affair  by  opposition 
to  me. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  John  Sherman, 

Washington,  D.  C. 


Fremont,  April  3,  1873.  —  Tuesday,  the  first,  I  went  to  Toledo 
1  with  A.  W.  Luckey  and  James  B.  Luckey,  and,  after  looking  at 
it,  bought  a  tract  of  fifteen  acres  belonging  to  Mrs.  W.  A.  Col- 
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lins,  wife  of  the  Judge  —  a  daughter  and  heir  of  Edward  Bissell. 
My  share  is  one-half.  The  price  was  one  thousand  dollars  per 
acre.  ...  It  would  be  very  cheap  but  for  the  fact  that 
Forest  Cemetery  is  near  it,  perhaps  forty  rods  east  of  it. 

April  13.  Sunday.  —  This  morning  Uncle  again  had  a  pretty 
severe  return  of  his  present  troubles.  ...  He  made  addi¬ 
tional  dispositions  of  property. 

Dr.  Rawson,  Buckland,  Bushnell,  Drs.  Stilwell  and  Wilson, 
Haynes,  and  myself  to  decide  how  to  spend  the  twenty  thousand 
dollars  for  the  benefit  of  Fremont. 


Fremont,  Ohio,  April  16,  1873. 

My  Dearest:  —  Uncle  is  getting  back  to  his  former  good  con¬ 
dition  again.  In  one  respect  there  is  a  decided  gain.  He  is  now 
satisfied  that  we  were  all  right  in  advising  him  to  let  business 
alone.  He  now  appears  to  be  quite  willing  to  leave  all  of  his 
troubles,  details  and  all,  to  others.  This  will  make  it  much  more 
comfortable  for  us.  . 

Affectionately, 

R. 

Mrs.  Hayes. 


Fremont,  Ohio,  April  17,  1873. 
My  Darling:  —  Uncle  is  better,  little  Fanny  is  better,  and  the 
grass  and  leaves  are  brighter  and  greener.  The  rain  yesterday 
was  an  old-fashioned  April  shower  and  starts  the  vegetation 
with  a  hop,  skip,  and  jump. 

We  shall  find  it  pleasanter  at  the  start  —  I  mean  this  summer 
than  we  anticipated.  I  will  arrange  it  so  as  to  send  for  our 
traps  and  calamities  so  you  can  mouse  among  them  soon  after 
you  come  out  here.  .  .  . 


Affectionately, 


Mrs.  Hayes. 


R. 


April  22,  1873.  —  A  remarkable  snow-storm  this  morning. 
The  mercury  is  at  the  freezing  point;  the  snow  falling  and  being 
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damp,  it  clings  to  the  trees  giving  to  the  grove  a  strangely  wintry 
appearance.  Since  Saturday,  19th,  it  has  been  raw  and  cold. 
Now  the  look  is  like  mid-winter. 

Saturday  I  went  with  Mr.  Luckey  to  look  at  a  large  tract  of 
land  about  two  miles  south  of  Sylvania  and  about  six  or  seven 
west  of  Toledo.  It  is  for  sale  at  thirty  dollars  per  acre.  It  has 
a  thin  sandy  soil  and  much  of  it  is  low  and  wet.  But  it  appears 
to  be  easily  drainable,  and  after  it  is  well  ditched  I  think  there 
will  be  no  trouble  on  account  of  water.  Mr.  Luckey  thinks  it 
will  prove  to  be  good  farming  land,  like  that  in  the  vicinity  of 
Bellevue.  But  I  suspect  it  is  too  thin  and  porous  and  perhaps 
underlaid  with  quicksand.  But  it  is  certainly  cheap  at  thirty 
dollars.  I  think  that  within  five  years  it  will  be  worth  at  least 
one  hundred  dollars  per  acre. 

I  am  now  fairly  embarked  in  the  business  of  buying  selling 
and  improving  real  estate.  I  buy  no  land  except  such  as  I  am 
interested  in,  and  do  not  intend  to  take  advantage  of  people’s 
necessities.  Paying  what  is  now  regarded  as  a  fair  price,  I  be¬ 
lieve  the  growth  of  Toledo,  with  judicious  improvement,  will 
make  purchases  sufficiently  remunerative. 

Today  Uncle  decides  to  give  more  to  Fremont.  He  will  give 
the  five  thousand  dollars,  specified  ...  as  going  to  Ober- 
hn  to  Fremont.  This  will  leave  Oberlin  with  five  thousand 
dollars  only  and  Fremont  with  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

Apnl  25.  —  Yesterday  Uncle  signed  a  deed  conveying  to  his 
executors  thirty-five  thousand  dollars  in  trust  for  a  free  library 
-not  so  expressed.  The  trust  is  “for  the  benefit  of  Fremont 
as  his  trustees  may  deem  best.” 


Fremont,  Ohio,  April  25,  1873. 
DeAr  General:  —  ...  I  am  getting  into  my  new  way  of 
life  and  find  myself  rather  too  busy,  if  I  am  to  find  any  fault 

Tm  The>  b.USineSS  iS  t0  buy’  improve’  and  sel1  real  estate 
at  Toledo  and  thereabouts.  The  gentlemen  for  and  with  whom  I 

act  have  invested  about  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  at  Toledo 

since  I  came  up  and  our  talk  is  of  drainage,  dock  lines,  streets, 
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alleys,  roads,  filling,  and  excavating.  Pleasant  enough  it  is  and 
I  hope  remunerative. 

Another  thing  is  more  interesting.  Uncle  has  decided  to  give 
in  land  about  thirty-five  or  forty  thousand  dollars  to  establish 
a  free  library  here.  Buckland  and  others  with  myself  will  be 
trustees.  We  block  it  out  this  way:  i.  Seven  to  ten  thousand 
dollars  for  a  building  —  the  ground  will  come  from  the  town; 
2.  Ten  thousand  dollars  worth  of  books  to  start;  3.  The  rest, 
fifteen  to  twenty  thousand  dollars,  for  a  fund.  The  building  also  to 
be  a  place  for  pictures,  relics,  pioneer  doings,  etc.,  etc.  I  want 
your  thoughts  on  all  of  these  things.  We  will  have  plenty  of 
time.  The  land  is  not  sold  and  some  will  not  sell  readily  at  our 
figures  at  present.  Our  hobby  will  be  one  of  the  hobbies  I  will 
run  in  the  library.  The  two  questions  are,  what  sort  of  a  house? 
— What  shall  it  be  ?  And  the  other,  What  list  of  books  to  begin 
with?  We  are  just  in  the  first  of  it,  and  shall  do  nothing  for 
some  time. 

My  wife  is  still  at  Brock’s  [Cincinnati],  She  will  come  up  as 
soon  as  the  weather  is  warm.  As  yet  it  is  winter.  We  shall  not 
settle  until  fall.  Then  we  will  have  a  room  for  you  always, 
and  in  the  meantime  we  shall  want  to  see  you  here  as  soon  as 
your  summer  vacation  opens. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

General  M.  F.  Force. 


April  2"/.  Sunday.  —  Yesterday  Mr.  Luckey  came  over,  a 
good  deal  troubled.  He  had  lost  the  purchase  of  the  Cook  tract 
by  yielding  to  his  feelings  of  indignation  at  what  he  regarded  as 
Cook  s  meanness  in  details.  The  negotiation  was  broken  off  on 
a  difference  of  seven  dollars.  This  is  too  bad.  But  Luckey  is 
so  good  a  man,  and  feels  so  strongly  that  we  are  compelled  to 
acquiesce  good-naturedly.  .  .  .  A  hot  temper  is  not  to  be 

indulged,  or  trusted  in  such  affairs.  He  thinks,  probably  cor¬ 
rectly,  that  we  can  pick  up  small  pieces  at  a  less  price,  more 
favorably  located.  Well  let  us  do  it. 
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Fremont,  Ohio,  April  27,  1873. 

Mv  Darling:  —  The  Presbyterians  had  a  fine  success  with 
their  dedication  today.  The  church  is  in  good  taste  —  is  all 
paid  for,  and  was  filled  full. 

We  can  enjoy  life  here,  and  bring  up  the  little  ones  in  a 
quieter  and  more  rational  way  than  was  possible  with  the  mode 
of  life  we  were  leading  when  the  first  wife’s  children  were  small. 

I  have  a  suspicion  that  General  Knapp  paid  his  own  bill  at  the 
Carlisle  House.  Please  ask  Mr.  Brock  to  look  into  it  and  if  he 
paid,  learn  how  much. 

I  will  send  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  to  Stephenson  for  you 
to  use  paying  debts,  etc.,  etc.,  and  if  more  is  wanted,  let  me  know. 
Get  what  you  want  and  think  lovingly  of 

Your  affectionate 

Mrs.  Hayes. 


April  28. —  We  ought  to  organize  a  Pioneer  Society  in  San¬ 
dusky  County  and  perhaps  a  Soldiers’  Society.  The  purpose 
would  be  to  have  at  least  one  social  reunion  yearly,  to  collect 
historical  and  biographical  recollections,  books,  pamphlets,  and 
all  printed  matter  relating  to  early  times  and  early  settlers,  letters, 
diaries,  documents,  books  of  account,  and  all  manuscript  matter 
ditto,  relics,  implements,  etc.,  etc.  The  same  as  to  the  war. 

What  should  be  the  rule  of  admission  to  the  Sandusky  County 
Pioneer  Society?  How  would  it  do  to  say,  “All  who  have  re¬ 
sided  in  the  county  fifty  years?  All  who  resided  in  the  county 
prior  to  1831,  and  all  other  citizens  interested  in  the  objects  of 
the  society  who  will  pay  into  the  treasury  the  sum  of  two  dol¬ 
lars.”  Or,  pioneers,  all  who  were  born  in  or  came  to  the  county 
as  long  ago  as  1830.  The  children  of  pioneers?  In  making  lists, 
take  place  and  date  of  birth,  place  and  date  of  coming  into  the 
county,  occupation,  military  or  other  public  service,  church  con¬ 
nection  ;  if  married  woman,  maiden  name. 

April  30.  Wednesday.  —  I  went  yesterday  to  Toledo  and  com¬ 
pleted  with  Colonel  Howland  the  purchase  of  seventy-five  acres 
of  Alvah  I.  Olds  next  south  of  our  Lewis  farm  for  about 
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eighty  dollars  per  acre . Toledo  looks  well.  All  hotises 

are  full.  The  railroads  are  scarcely  able  to  do  the  business  of 
the  city.  New  dwellings  are  building  in  all  quarters. 

My  interests  in  and  near  Toledo  are  [one-third  to  one-half  in 
various  tracts  of  land  amounting  to  a  little  more  than]  three 
hundred  and  thirty-six  acres,  costing  one  hundred  and  forty-five 
thousand  dollars.  In  fifteen  or  twenty  years,  in  my  opinion,  this 
property  will  be  worth  at  least  a  million  of  dollars.  In  ten  years 
a  half  million  and  in  five  years  a  quarter  of  a  million. 

May  2.  Friday.  —  Today  Uncle  rode  out  for  the  first  time 
since  December  II.  Dr.  Stilwell  took  charge  of  him.  He  was 
very  anxious  to  get  out  into  the  open  air.  He  feels  that  there  is 
danger  of  becoming  deranged  and  dreads  it  very  much.  He  is 
quite  nervous  at  times.  I  have  a  dispatch  from  Uncle  Joe  telling 
me  to  meet  Lucy  at  Lima  Saturday,  the  third.  Then  we  will  all 
be  at  Fremont,  except  the  two  older  at  Cornell. 

Our  return,  or  rather  my  return,  and  our  settlement  at  Fre¬ 
mont  will  date  from  May  3,  1873.  I  left  Fremont  for  Cincinnati 
in  1849  and  now  come  back,  having  achieved  as  much  as  I  ex¬ 
pected,  or  even  hoped,  by  my  life  in  Cincinnati,  with  kindly  feel¬ 
ings  towards  all  the  world,  to  spend  the  closing  years  in  the 
home  of  my  youth,  and  the  favorite  resort  of  my  childhood. 

Let  me  resolve  to  lead  a  good  and  useful  life,  characterized 
by  kindness,  friendliness,  and  liberality ;  taking  more  care  of  my 
children  and  their  training  and  culture  than  ever  before,  and 
loving  my  darling  wife,  and  contributing  more  than  ever  to  her 
comfort  and  happiness. 
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CHAPTER  XXXI 


RETURN  TO  FREMONT - DEATH  OF  UNCLE  — ■  VARIED  AC¬ 
TIVITIES  - NOMINATED  AND  ELECTED  GOVERNOR 

THIRD  TIME —  1873-1875 

May  4,  1873.  —  I  went  to  Lima  yesterday  by  the  Lake  Erie 
and  Louisville  Railroad  and  there  met  Lucy  and  Scott 
Russell.  .  .  .  We  now  are  here  for  good.  My  return  to 

Fremont  after  an  absence  of  over  twenty-four  years  is  exceed- 
ingly  pleasant.  I  can  now  be  useful  to  my  town,  neighbors,  and 
friends.  There  is  a  general  feeling  of  pleasure  at  my  return. 


Fremont,  Ohio,  May  11,  1873. 

My  dear  Webb  :  —  .  .  .  Our  plunder  all  came  from  Colum¬ 

bus  yesterday.  It  filled  a  car  and  a  half.  We  loaded  it  into  our 
storehouse  —  my  future  library  and  office,  —  and  there  it  is  for 
you  and  Birch  to  revel  in  when  you  come  home.  We  shall  be 
obliged  to  unpack  some  boxes  now  but  we  shall  try  to  leave  some 
for  your  skill  to  be  exerted  on. 

I  have  put  out  about  the  garden-house  apple,  pear,  and  cherry 
trees — one  dozen  of  each.  We  have  put  evergreens  in  the  triangle 
park,  and  lengthened  the  line  of  elms  largely ;  willows  around 
the  spring,  and  I  hope  to  have  sycamores  around  the  pond  in  the 
corner  of  the  grove. 

Enclosed  is  one-third  for  the  “freshy”  and  two-thirds  for  the 
affiicted-in-the-head  junior. 

Affectionately, 


Webb  C.  Hayes, 
Ithaca. 


H. 


May  18,  1873.  —  My  friend,  John  W.  Herron,  speaks  of  the 
fine  meeting  the  bar  of  Cincinnati  had  on  the  occasion  of  Chase’s 
death,  and  of  his  disgust  with  the  State  Bar  meeting  at  Columbus. 
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I  reply  that  the  coldness  of  the  state  meeting  had  honesty  in  it, 
and  that  the  eulogy  of  the  Cincinnati  meeting  was  hardly  sincere. 
[I  said  further]  :  — 

“Chase  possessed  noble  gifts  of  intellect,  great  culture,  and  a 
commanding  presence.  When  this  is  said,  about  all  that  is  favor¬ 
able  has  been  said.  He  was  cold,  selfish,  and  unscrupulous.  His 
conduct  to  Lincoln  and  Stanton,  his  willingness  to  sacrifice  party 
and  friends  to  gain  place,  his  disregard  of  principle  on  many  oc¬ 
casions,  and  his  contempt  for  the  great  office  he  held  and  his 
willingness  to  degrade  it,  should  have  made  lawyers,  at  least, 
chary  of  praise.  I  have  heard  him  speak  of  himself  and  associates 
on  the  bench  as  like  old  women,  and  he  always  preferred  the 
title  of  Governor  to  that  of  Chief  Justice.  He  often  expressed 
preference  for  the  place  of  Senator  to  that  of  Chief  Justice. 
Political  intrigue,  love  of  power,  and  a  selfish  and  boundless  am¬ 
bition  were  the  striking  features  of  his  life  and  character.” 

June  2.  —  I  have  now  got  my  library  building  in  a  sort  of  order. 
My  books  have  suffered  some  by  transportation,  but  it  is  pleasant 
to  have  them  again  in  sight. 


Fremont,  Ohio,  June  6,  1873. 

My  dear  Webb:  —  Your  description  and  diagram  of  the  town 
library  [of  Ithaca],  building,  shelving,  etc.,  etc.,  is  very  good  — 
easily  understood  and  could,  I  think,  be  followed  by  a  carpenter 
here  without  trouble. 

Now  as  to  books:  Number?  What  are  most  read?  Say,  the 
best  six  authors  ?  How  many  copies  of  the  most  popular  books 
do  they  keep  ?  Have  they  a  published  catalogue  ? 

One  other  thing  about  the  shelves  :  How  deep  are  they  through 
from  front  to  back,  or  front  to  front,  for  both  sides  are  fronts, 
and  what  sort  of  stuff  are  they  made  of  ? 

Sincerely, 

H. 


Webb  C.  Hayes. 
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Fremont,  Ohio,  June  12,  1873. 

Dear  Webb  :  —  We  have  just  heard  of  the  death  of  your  Uncle, 
Dr.  James  D.  Webb,  at  Carthage,  in  the  asylum.  He  has  been 
gradually  growing  worse  for  several  weeks.  We  shall  go  with 
Ruddy  down  to  the  funeral  tomorrow.  It  is  a  sad  termination 
of  his  life,  but  after  we  knew  that  there  was  organic  disease  of 
the  brain,  it  has  been  the  only  possible  result.  No  time  to  write 
further. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Webb  C.  Hayes. 


Fremont,  June  21. —  I  was  a  little  startled  this  morning  by 
finding  that  a  cough  brought  up  blood,  ...  but  enough  to 
set  me  to  thinking.  I  have  had  a  hacking  cough,  sometimes  for 
several  minutes  in  the  night,  during  the  last  five  or  six  weeks. 
If  I  sit  with  my  hat  off  in  the  wind  I  find  I  am  taking  cold.  It 
may  be  I  will  [shall]  go  like  Pease.  Practical  suggestions: 
Read  up  Hall  and  get  ready  for  the  worst.  Hall  and  travel  to 
the  dry  regions  to  prevent;  and  get  out  of  debt  and  settle  affairs 
for  the  other  event. 

July  2.  —  Lucy  reads  in  the  new  office  daily  aloud  Mrs.  Stowe’s 
“Old  Town  Folks”  with  great  unction  to  the  boys,  who  rest  from 
their  labors  and  laugh  and  listen  in  a  comfortable  way.  It  is 
very  jolly.  As  good  as  a  play.  She  says  the  good  grandmother 
is  like  her  grandmother  Lucy  Ware  Webb.  She  (Lucy  Ware 
Webb)  was  a  generous,  warm-hearted  woman.  Grandfather 
Webb  was  small,  rather  testy,  not  mean,  but  disposed  to  criticize 
his  wife’s  liberality.  “On  one  occasion  Mother  Webb  heard  a 
scene  between  the  old  people.  Grandmother  Webb  had  filled  a 
basket  with  good  things  for  the  preacher — she  was  very  liberal,  to 
preachers  in  particular  —  and  then  called  to  a  servant  to  run 
and  get  a  basket  of  peaches  from  the  best  tree.  Mr.  Webb  was 
saving  these  fine  peaches  for  preserves.  (So  he  called  out: 
‘Now,  Lucy,  the  other  peaches  are  good  enough,  I  am  saving  that 
tree.’  When  Grandmother  says:  ‘I  am  glad,  Mr.  Webb,  that  I 
am  not  like  you.’  When  Grandfather  replied :  ‘Well,  Lucy,  it 
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is  well  I  am  not,  or  you  would  never  have  anything-  to  give  if  I 
were.’  My  mother  has  often  said  if  I  would  only  have  her 
[Grandmother’s]  good  kind  heart,  it  would  be  all  she  would  ask 
for  me.” 

ihe  boys  are  all  at  home  and  we  have  delightful  times  together. 
Birch  with  his  methodical  habit  has  gone  to  work  putting  the 
library  in  order  and  Rud  works  under  him  with  great  industry; 
and  Webb,  he  is  engaged  in  the  scrapbook,  putting  in  his  father’s 
accumulated  scraps,  while  Papa  and  I  sit  in  the  easy  chairs  and 
watch  the  bairns  —  with  occasional  invasions  by  Scott  and  Fanny 
which  enliven  and  make  us  all  happy  in  their  sweet  presence.)* 


Fremont,  Ohio,  July  12,  1873. 

Mv  dear  General  :  —  I  am  hungry  to  see  you.  It  seemed  a 
week  or  two  ago  that  I  should  be  able  to  come  down  and  bring 
you  up  for  a  good  stay  about  three  days.  But  Uncle’s  health, 
with  my  wife’s  prospective  confinement  by  the  time  Uncle  is  up 
again,  will  postpone  it  until  fall. 

Your  paper  on  the  Mound-builders  is  better  even  than  I  an¬ 
ticipated.  It  will  be  the  authority  on  the  subject.  Before  I  saw  it, 
I  wrote  to  Robert  Clarke  that  I  hoped  he  would  put  it  in  con¬ 
venient  form.  It  would  be  a  good  thing  to  have  for  distribution 
in  payment  of  debts  I  owe  in  many  quarters,  besides  being  the 
fit  thing. 

I  saw  an  old  gentleman  of  intelligence  and  truthfulness  yester¬ 
day  —  Reuben  Rice,  of  Ottawa  County  —  who  told  me  that  while 
he  was  learning  his  trade  as  a  printer  in  Columbus  in  1815,  the 
old  State  House  was  building.  He  says  the  brick  were  made  of 
clay  taken  from  the  mound  on  Mound  Street  in  the  southern  part 
of  the  town.  The  big  mound  was  a  natural  (probably)  elevation 
overlooking  the  Scioto  composed  of  gravel  and  sand,  such  as 
is  usually  found  on  the  banks  of  large  streams,  and  the  artificial 
mound  on  its  summit  he  supposes  to  have  been  made  of  unburnt 
clay. 

I  send  you  a  newspaper  showing  the  effort  we  are  making  to 
secure  the  purchase  of  Fort  Stephenson  for  a  park.  It  would 

*  The  part  enclosed  in  parentheses  written  by  Mrs.  Hayes. 
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carry  easily  but  for  the  feeling  that  the  proprietor  is  putting  it  at 
an  exorbitant  price.  This  with  “economy”  may  defeat  us  for  a 
while.  But  we  will  worry  at  it  until  we  win. 

Our  library  we  mean  to  start  next  winter  in  a  hall  owned  by 
Uncle  Birchard  which  will  be  temporarily  fitted  up  for  it. 

My  boys  are  all  at  home  now  and  a  happy  time  we  are  having. 
—  Your  plans  for  the  summer? 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

General  M.  F.  Force. 


J uly  23.  —  In  an  address  on  the  locality  now  called  Fremont, 
formerly  Lower  Sandusky,  at  an  earlier  day  known  about  equally 
as  Sandusky  or  the  Lower  Sandusky,  at  a  still  earlier  period  to  the 
French  traders  as  Junqueinandeh  (Junandat),  and  in  traditions 
as  the  Neutral  Villages,  I  propose  to  give  what  I  can  gather  re¬ 
lating  to  it  prior  to  a  period  of  authentic  history  in  the  Indian 
traditions  which  have  been  preserved;  and  some  sketches  of 
events  and  scenes  since  the  period  of  authentic  history  and  prior 
to  its  permanent  settlement  by  the  Americans.  Since  its  settle¬ 
ment  by  the  Americans  in  1811,  its  history,  thanks  to  the  heroism 
of  Colonel  Croghan  and  the  little  band  which  made  the  brilliant 
defense  of  Fort  Stephenson  in  1813, — its  general  history  and  its 
local  ditto,  has  been  tolerably  well  cared  for  by  Dr..  Brainard 
Homer  Everett,  and  Morris  E.  Tyler.  Speaking  of  traditions  and 
historical  events  before  1812,  I  can  promise  almost  nothing  from 
original  sources.  My  humble  task  is  merely  that  of  the  compiler. 

Uncle  is  fond  of  repeating  the  reply  made  by  some  one  to  the 
question,  “My  friend,  why  do  you  talk  so  much  to  yourself?” 
“Well,”  replied  the  questionee,  “I  will  tell  you.  I  talk  to  myself 
because  I  like  to  talk  to  a  sensible  man,  and  because  Hike  to  hear 
a  sensible  man  talk.” 

August  2.  —  Yesterday  morning  at  3  A.  M.  our  eighth  child 
was  born.  The  seventh  boy.  Weight  nine  pounds.  .Eyes  called 
black,  fat  and  healthy.  Lucy  has  had  misgivings  about  this  con¬ 
finement.  She  [suffered  much  and  we  were  most  anxious,  al¬ 
most  despairing  for  hours,  but]  she  gradually  came  to  her  usual 
health. 
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Fremont,  Ohio,  August  n,  1873. 

My  dear  Rutherford:  —  Your  mother  and  the  new  boy  are 
both  doing  well.  Young  hopeful  is  the  best  of  infants.  He  sleeps 
and  eats,  and  eats  and  sleeps  —  “only  this  and  nothing  more”  — 
from  morning  to  night.  Your  mother  sits  up,  and  in  her  cap  and 
wraps  makes  a  grand  appearance. 

Uncle  Birchard  has  not  been  quite  so  well  for  a  few  days.  He 
did  not  feel  able  to  go  to  church  yesterday.  Birch  and  Webb 
occupied  the  pew.  .  .  . 

You  remember  I  sometimes  make  observations  on  the  long 
tongue  of  one  of  my  fine  boys.  Do  you?  Well,  I  fear  I  must 
repeat.  What  is  put  on  a  postal  card  is  quite  public.  Other 
members  of  the  family,  at  least,  are  likely  to  read  it.  Nobody 
here  knew  I  had  real  estate  at  Columbus  until  the  postal  card 
came.  Keep  your  wits  about  you,  my  boy.  You  must  try  to 
know  a  great  deal.  It  is  not  so  necessary  to  tell  it  all. 

“Aye  free  offhand  your  story  tell 
When  wi’  a  bosom  crony, 

But  still  keep  something  to  yoursel’ 

Ye  hardly  tell  to  ony.” 


.  .  .  Write  immediately  and  often. 

Affectionately,  your  father, 

R.  P.  Hayes, 

Kingston,  Ohio. 


H. 


Fremont,  Ohio,  September  13,  1873.  —  I  begin  a  new  book  this 
cold  Saturday.  The  work  I  have  been  engaged  in  for  several 
weeks  seems  now  complete  or  near  to  completion.  When  Uncle 
Birchard  decided  to  adopt  my  suggestion  to  establish  a  free  library 
in  Fremont,  it  seemed  to  me  fit  that  it  should  occupy  a  part  of 
the  site  of  old  Fort  Stephenson,  and  that,  by  appropriating  part 
of  the  library  fund  towards  the  purchase  money,  the  town  would 
be  willing  to  furnish  enough  to  buy  the  whole  for  a  park.  The 
owner,  Mr.  Leppelman,  asked  eighteen  thousand  dollars  for  the 
1  7  * 
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property.  This  was  a  great  price.  The  people  generally  approved 
of  the  purchase,  but  in  a  quiet  way  there  was  strong  opposition. 
Some  opposed  it  because  they  didn’t  want  Leppelman  to  make  a 
speculation.  The  exorbitant  price  was  the  ostensible  reason  for 
opposition.  Some  opposed  it  on  the  general  ground  of  dislike  to 
all  advance.  It  is  said  the  Catholics  opposed  because  they  hate 
libraries.  One  secretly  opposed  because  it  would  be  an  honor  to 
Uncle.  Finally  the  council  refused  to  pay  eighteen  thousand 
dollars  and  offered  fifteen  thousand  dollars.  Leppelman  refused 
the  offer. 

The  proposition  was  likely  to  fail.  The  majority  of  council 
wanted  it  to  fail.  I  consulted  all  of  the  trustees;  told  them  I  did 
not  mean  to  fail,  and  proposed  to  offer  Leppelman  three  thousand 
dollars  if  he  would  accept  the  fifteen  thousand  dollars  offered  by 
the  city  council.  It  was  agreed  that  I  might  do  so  on  my  in¬ 
dividual  responsibility,  with  the  understanding  that  the  trusteees 
would  hold  me  harmless  out  of  the  library  fund.  I  made  the 
offer  to  Leppelman.  He  agreed  to  it.  The  council  were  taken  by 
surprise  by  his  acceptance,  and  after  some  trouble  the  bonds  of  the 
town  were  authorized,  and  I  now  think  the  fort  is  safe  in  the 
hands  of  the  public.  Mayor  Dickinson  told  me  that  it  had  to  be 
done  promptly,  or  it  would  have  failed.  It  is  conjectured  that 
the  enemy  to  be  feared  is  the  Catholic  influence. 

James  K.  Glenn  [of  New  York]  and  I  hold  the  legal  title  to 
about  three  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land  in 
Wayne  County,  West  Virginia,  and  to  coal  and  other  mineral 
rights  in  eleven  hundred  acres  more.  One-fifth  of  it  belongs  to 
me,  two-fifths  to  Glenn,  and  two-fifths  to  the  heirs  of  Gregory, 
E.  M.  or  Henry  Sheldon,  [and]  others  unknown. 

I  am  now  chiefly  interested  in  providing  a  good  estate  for  my¬ 
self  and  family.  I  have  secured  real  estate  in  Toledo  and  one 
piece  in  Columbus  worth  now  about  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  and  likely  to  increase  rapidly  in  value.  If  I 
can  hold  it  ten  years  it  will,  I  believe,  be  worth  one  half  a  million 
of  dollars.  My  debts  do  not  equal  by  a  large  sum  my  other 
property.  But  my  indebtedness  is  large,  and  how  to  carry  it  is 
an  important  question.  But  first  what  is  it  ? 
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Franklin  National  Bank,  Columbus .  $2,500.00 

Austin  Birchard,  Fayetteville,  Vermont . .  12,000.00 

Mitchell  and  Watson,  Columbus .  11,500.00 

First  National  Bank,  Fremont . ' .  7,822.85 

For  real  estate  in  Toledo,  sundry  parties .  11,443.00 


$45,265.85 

Sundry  obligations  not  to  exceed .  1,000.00 


Total  .  $46,265.85 


This  looks  much  more  formidable  than  it  is.  The  last  and 
third  items  about  twenty-three  thousand  dollars,  I  could  today 
sell  out  at  a  profit  of  ten  thousand  dollars.  But  it  needs  attention 
so  as  not  to  be  caught. 

September  /p.  —  Returned  last  evening  from  an  enjoyable  re¬ 
union  of  the  Twenty-third  at  Wellington.  I  was  well  entertained 
by  my  friend  S.  S.  Warner.  ...  I  was  elected  President 
of  the  Twenty-third  Association. 

October  4,  1873.  —  lam  fifty-one  years  old  today.  Gray  hairs 
are  getting  into  my  brow ;  hair  grows  preceptibly  thinner,  but 
no  baldness  yet.  I  read  without  glasses  but  my  eyes  inflame  if 
I  read  or  write  many  hours  by  lamplight ;  more  fleshy  and  full- 
stomached,  with  shorter  breath;  a  few  twinges  of  rheumatism; 
a  fondness  for  a  nap  after  dinner ;  teeth  pretty  good,  but  several 
plugged  and  a  few  gone ;  whiskers  rapidly  whitening.  These  are 
the  symptoms  of  old  age.  On  the  other  hand,  a  youthful  and 
elastic  spirit;  fondness  for  all  young  people  and  their  employ¬ 
ments  and  amusements.  A  fresh,  ruddy  complexion  and  con¬ 
siderable  physical  strength  and  activity  almost  persuade  me  that 
I  am  still  in  my  youth. 

October  10.  —  I  today  formed  the  purpose  to  study  the  Spanish 
language  enough  to  read  Don  Quixote.  Yesterday  I  bought  of 
Mr.  Curtis  one  hundred  and  sixty  volumes  for  Birchard  Library. 
He  threw  in  a  few  Spanish  books  of  small  value.  It  occurs  to 
me  I  can  easily  learn  to  translate.  For  a  catalogue  of  Birchard 
Library  books,  I  purpose  to  mark  with  letter  “B”  the  books  we 
have  in  the  Cincinnati  Mercantile  Library  catalogue. 
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October  21.  —  The  reunion  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  at 
Toledo  on  the  15th  and  16th  passed  off  well.  General  Grant 
named  me  as  one  of  the  gentlemen  he  wished  to  occupy  the  stand 
with  him  to  review  the  two  military  companies  and  receive  the 
ladies.  He  is  more  fleshy,  his  face  red;  no  other  indication  of 
the  use  of  liquor ;  and  generous  living  and  good  health  are  prob¬ 
ably  chargeable  with  his  rosy  complexion.  Fie  is  quiet  and  self- 
possessed  as  usual.  Generals  Sheridan  and  Custer  both  invited 
me  to  a  tour  on  the  plains  with  them  next  season  at  any  time. 
General  Sherman  returned  here  with  Buckland.  We  dined  with 
him  at  General  Buckland’s  Friday.  Today  I  went  over  to  Toledo 
and  General  Howard  returned  with  me  —  the  snow  falling  rap¬ 
idly,  wet  and  heavy,  as  we  entered  the  grove  in  the  dark. 

October  22.  —  Snow  three  or  four  inches  deep.  It  clings  to  the 
leaves  which  are  still  abundant  on  the  trees,  and  many  trees,  fruit 
and  forest,  are  broken  down.  General  Howard  returned  this 
evening.  He  strikes  one  as  a  sincere  man.  Rather  too  much 
profession,  perhaps.  He  feels  annoyed  by  the  attacks  on  his 
integrity.  But  likes  to  talk  of  it. 

January  29,  1874.  —  The  twenty-first  of  January,  1874,  was  a 
dismal  day.  The  fog  in  Fremont  was  the  heaviest  ever  known. 
Uncle  had  passed  a  comfortable  night  and  was  able  to  get  up  as 
usual  and  go  around  the  house.  He  shaved  himself  and  was  quite 
comfortable  until  about  eleven  o’clock  A.  M.  He  had  lain  down 
after  looking  at  the  work  going  on  finishing  the  new  house  be¬ 
longing  to  Miss  Grant  [where  he  had  been  living  for  some  time]. 
Mrs.  Grant  sang  to  him  “When  I  can  read  my  title  clear.” 

About  eleven,  Mrs.  Grant,  seeing  he  was  in  great  pain  from 
pressure  and  coldness  in  his  breast  and  arms,  called  Sarah  Jane, 
who  was  upstairs.  As  she  came  down  I  entered  the  house.  It  was 
evident  that  the  attack  was  serious  and  dangerous.  Uncle  prayed 
that  his  sufferings  might  be  short  and  that  he  might  soon  be  at 
rest.  .  .  .  Miss  Grant  got  the  remedies  which  usually  re¬ 

lieved  him.  They  gradually  relieved  the  pain  but  his  head  and 
face  remained  as  cold  as  death.  He  had  no  more  pain.  His  voice 
continued  natural  and  strong  and  his  head  clear  until  he  died 
about  an  hour  after  the  attack  began. 
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He  was  cheerful,  kind,  and  friendly  and  affectionate.  He  said 
he  was  glad  1  could  be  with  him.  I  held  his  right  hand.  He 
said,  “John  Rogers  probably  suffered  more  than  I  have,  but  he 
didn’t  make  so  much  fuss  as  I  do.”  “You,  as  a  soldier  wounded, 
were  worse  off  than  I,  but  you  wrere  a  hero  and  could  bear  it.” 
“I  shall  soon  see  Fanny  and  Mrs.  Valette;  that  is,  if  I  go  to  the 
right  place  (this  with  a  playful  smile)  and  I  think  I  shall.”  And 
so  with  pleasant  talk  until  the  moment  when  a  single  spasm 
brought  the  end.  A  beautiful  close  to  a  beautiful  life. 


Fremont,  Ohio,  January  29,  1874. 

My  dear  General  :  —  Cup  number  one  is  safely  with  its  com 
panion.  Mrs.  Hayes  regards  as  a  favorable  omen  for  the  young¬ 
ster,  Manning  Force  Hayes,  that  he  gets  a  double  gift.  He  is 
growing  well,  and  is  a  great  favorite.  No  better  baby,  no  merrier ; 
and  few  prettier  are  to  be  found.  My  uncle  regarded  him  with 
unusual  interest.  Only  four  days  before  his  death  he  came  up 
in  a  sleigh  to  see  him,  and  often  said  he  was  very  proud  of  him. 
He  is  the  first  and  only  child  born  in  Spiegel  Grove.  We  thank 
you  for  the  good  omen. 

Uncle’s  death  was  a  happy  one.  He  suffered  very  little  — 
none  at  all  the  last  half-hour  of  his  life.  He  talked  in  a  cheerful, 
pleasant  way  and  with  a  distinct  and  natural  voice  up  to  the 
moment  of  death.  He  had  been  weak,  but  comfortable,  for  a 
long  time.  I  did  not  dare  to  be  away  from  him.  His  attack 
lasted  about  an  hour,  if  it  could  be  called  an  attack,  and  all  of 
those  he  wished  to  see  were  with  him  throughout  except  the 
doctor.  I  was  near  being  absent,  but  happily  was  with  him 
throughout.  He  was  gifted  with  many  unusual  and  beautiful 
traits,  and  had  almost  nothing  but  good  in  his  character.  We  yet 
feel  lonely  and  sad  without  him.  At  the  same  time  it  is  a  happi¬ 
ness  to  think  of  his  release  in  so  pleasant  a  way.  He  could  joke 
and  be  serious  by  turns  to  the  close.  He  felt  confident  of  meet¬ 
ing  his  friends  again  beyond. 

Do  come  and  see  us  if  you  can  and  when  you  can. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

General  M.  F.  Force. 
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Fremont,  Ohio,  February  8,  1874. 

My  dear  General  :  —  I  am  very  glad,  we  are  very  glad,  you 
are  coming.  Can’t  you  squeeze  out  a  day  or  two  more  than  your 
plan?  Do,  if  you  can.  We  may  not  count  on  good  weather  at 
this  season.  If  fair,  we  can  go  mound  digging;  if  foul,  we  can 
talk  and  have  house  times  together. 

We  are  getting  ready  to  make  a  start  in  a  temporary  way  with 
our  free  library.  Everything  is  yet  to  do.  Try  to  post  yourself 
as  to  getting  books.  The  Tauchnitz  collection,  Leipsic  —  are  the 
books  in  the  paper  covers  fit  to  use?  How  to  get  them?  I  have 
written  Mr.  Poole  at  Chicago  the  same  questions,  but  am  not 
confident  that  I  have  his  address.  .  .  . 

In  the  “Transactions  and  Collections  of  the  American  An¬ 
tiquarian  Society,”  volume  2,  273,  Colonel  John  Johnston  says: 
“The  Shawanoese  have  been  established  in  Ohio  about  sixty-five 
years.  They  came  from  west  Florida.”  This  in  1819.  He 
quotes  from  Black  Hoof  and  traces  them  back  to  the  Suwanee 
River.  This  seems  to  be  “original  source.”  But  you  have  no 
doubt  seen  it.  See  also  McKenny  and  Hall,  volume  3,  1 10. 

Mrs.  Waite  was  considerably  broken  down  by  the  Cincinnati 
doings.  She  does  not  now  leave  her  room.  She  does  not  enjoy 
the  prospect.  It  comes  too  late  for  her.  —  All  well  with  us. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

General  M.  F.  Force, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio. 


Fremont,  Ohio,  February  24,  1874. 

Dear  Sir  :  —  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  20th  inst. 
with  the  Commission,  and  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  relating 
to  the  Centennial  [Exposition  at  Philadelphia]  which  you  inclose. 
Please  present  my  compliments  to  Governor  Allen  and  say  to  him 
that  it  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  accept  the  appointment  which 
he  has  done  me  the  honor  to  confer.  I  will  be  prepared  to  at- 
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tend  a  meeting  of  the  board  at  Columbus  whenever  it  is  deemed 
advisable  to  call  one. 

Very  respectfully, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 


Secretary  of  Governor  Allen, 
Columbus . 


Fremont,  March  i,  1874.  —  A  lovely  springlike  day.  We  have 
been  very  busy  since  Uncle’s  death.  Correspondence,  his  estate, 
the  preparations  for  the  changed  condition  of  things  have  oc¬ 
cupied  our  time.  We  are  now  engaged  in  getting  ready  to  open 
temporarily  the  Birchard  Library  in  a  room  we  are  making  in 
Birchard  Hall.  The  principal  work  is  for  me  to  do.  The  other 
members  of  the  board  are  prompt  and  willing  to  do  what  is 
needed,  but  they  naturally  expect  me  to  take  the  lead.  I  am 
also  clearing  two  or  three  acres  in  the  rear  of  the  house  for  a 
garden,  chiefly  for  fruit.  I  am  also  building  —  or  rather  adding 
to  our  home  in  Spiegel  Grove. 

March  8,  1874.  —  A  cold,  blustering  winter  morning  pushes 
aside  the  lovely  spring  that  was  opening.  This  morning  Lucy  at 
breakfast  was  reminding  us  of  the  transparencies  in  which  I  had 
figured,  when  a  candidate,  ten  years  ago,  for  Congress.  In  one 
they  represented  my  competitor,  Theodore  Cook,  in  the  act  of 
broiling  (cooking)  me  on  a  gridiron.  In  another,  when  I  was 
absent  fighting  Rebels,  the  picture  represented  me  dodging  Rebel 
bullets  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley.  This  was  suppressed  by  our 
opponents  themselves  before  it  had  gone  the  rounds.  Looking 
in  an  old  file  of  the  Commercial  for  these  things,  I  find  in  the 
paper  of  September  17,  that  to  the  suggestion  that  I  get  a  fur¬ 
lough  to  come  home  and  stump  my  district,  I  replied :  “An 
officer  fit  for  duty  who  would  desert  his  post  now  for  such  a 
purpose  would  deserve  defeat  and  disgrace.”  The  whole  letter, 
I  think,  was  in  the  Gazette  about  that  time.  The  paper  of  Sep¬ 
tember  26  contains  a  description  of  a  Lincoln  procession  in 
which  are  several  transparencies  on  which  my  name,  or  phiz 
occurs,  notably  one  where  Hayes  is  stumping  the  Shenandoah 
Valley. 
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In  the  Commercial  of  October  6,  1864,  is  a  letter  of  Captain 
Otis  on  my  conduct  as  a  soldier  and  on  the  transparency  carried 
by  the  adversary  in  Cincinnati  on  the  17th  [of]  September. 

In  the  paper  of  September  24  is  a  paragraph  on  the  trans¬ 
parency,  but  not  a  full  description  of  it. 

Editorial  of  October  11.  Soldiers’  resolve  of  October. 

[The]  daily  Commercial,  May  3,  1865,  gives  the  resolutions 
of  the  Ohio  soldiers  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley  nominating  Gen¬ 
eral  Hayes  for  Governor  of  Ohio.  They  say  he  “is  a  soldier 
unsurpassed  for  patriotism  and  bravery.” 

May  12,  1865,  General  Hayes  “respectfully  declines  to  permit 
his  name  to  be  used  for  the  nomination  for  Governor,  etc.,  etc.” 


Fremont,  Ohio,  March  8,  1874. 

My  dear  Webb:  —  We  were  busy  yesterday  pulling  up  trees, 
ditching,  and  cataloguing,  so  that  no  letter  with  that  one  hundred 
dollars  you  are  thirsting  after  will  start  before  Monday  night. 

We  are  now  in  the  rough  of  our  book  lists  down  to  the  last 
class,  viz.,  the  Juveniles.  We  are  beyond  our  depth.  We,  of 
course,  know  that  Mayne  Reid  and  William  T.  Adams  are  to  go 
down  solid;  but  then  the  other  mess  of  stuff!  Can  you  and 
Birch  help? 

Four-fifths  of  the  trees  are  down  in  the  garden  plot,  but  all 
are  to  be  yet  chopped  up.  Rud  really  works  well.  The  glory 
of  hauling  out  by  the  roots  big  trees,  with  ropes,  blocks,  capstan, 
and  Ned  excites  the  boy.  .  .  .  Scott  without  hat  or  over¬ 

shoes,  sings  through  the  grove  “John  Brown’s  Body,”  and  is 
happy.  When  Fanny  gets  tired  of  us,  she  strays  down  [to] 
Sarah’s  [Miss  Grant’s],  and  rioting  in  our  premises  ceases  dur¬ 
ing  her  absence. 

The  temperance  crusade  has  not  reached  Fremont  yet.  It  has 
broken  out  in  Norwalk  and  Findlay.  It  does  good  in  many 
places. 


Webb  C.  Hayes, 
Ithaca. 


Affectionately, 


H. 
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Fremont,  Ohio,  April  19,  1874. 
My  dear  Webb:  —  Glad  to  hear  from  you.  The  fruit  tree 
business  needs  you  here  and  I  miss  you.  .  .  .We  begin 

tomorrow  on  the  evergreen  and  deciduous  ornamental  trees. 


The  temperance  revival  is  the  town  talk  now.  Thus  far  it 
has  been  well  conducted  and  done  much  good.  I  hope  it  will 
continue  under  safe  direction  to  the  end. 

We  have  ordered  the  bulk  of  our  books  from  Robert  Clarke 
and  Company.  .  .  .  Their  bids  were  a  reduction  from  retail 

prices  of  about  33  1/3  to  40  per  cent. 

Write  often. 

[H.] 

Webb  C.  Hayes. 


Fremont,  Ohio,  April  21,  1874. 
Dear  Uncle: —  ...  I  regard  the  inflation  acts  as  wrong 
in  all  ways.  Personally  I  am  one  of  the  noble  army  of  debtors, 
and  can  stand  it  if  others  can.  But  it  is  a  wretched  business. 

Sincerely, 


Honorable  A.  Birchard, 
Vermont. 


R.  B.  Hayes. 


Fremont,  Ohio,  April  27,  1874. 

My  dear  General:  —  Nothing  but  the  inevitable  would  force 
me  to  forego  the  trip  with  you  to  Pomeroy.  But  you  know  the 
bonds  we  are  under.  .  .  .We  are  getting  on  well  with 

our  little  improvements.  I  have  put  out  about  three  hundred 
trees  and  shrubs  —  mostly  fruit,  —  pulled  up  by  the  roots  about 
five  hundred  forest  trees,  built  a  kitchen  and  other  things. 

The  books  are  now  coming,  and  I  am  largely  in  debt  and 
“so  busy”  is  no  word  for  it. 

The  veto  [of  the  so-called  inflation  bill]  is  good.  We  shall  be 
able  to  stick  to  Grant  to  the  end. 

I  am  reading  between  times  “Noctes  Ambrosianae.”  Years 
ago  I  worried  over  it.  But  now  it  is  delightful. 

I  believe  you  thought  you  couldn’t  come  here  with  your  wife 
(how  is  that  in  your  ears?)  in  May.  We  shall  be  glad  to  have 
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you  then,  if  you  can  come,  and  later  we  hope  we  can  reckon 
on  a  visit  for  sure. 

Mrs.  Hayes  sends  her  love  and  warmest  congratulations,  in  all 
which  I  join,  to  you  and  yours. 

Sincerely, 


General  M.  F.  Force, 
Cincinnati. 


R.  B.  Hayes. 


Fremont,  Ohio,  April  27,  1874. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  Mrs.  Hayes  and  myself  are  very  reluctant  to 
give  up  the  happiness  we  should  receive  by  accepting  your  kind 
invitation  of  the  18th  [to  the  marriage  of  your  daughter  to  Gen¬ 
eral  M.  F.  Force],  But  it  is  quite  out  of  the  question  for  us  to 
leave  our  little  folks  in  the  present  condition  of  our  family. 

We  feel  that  we  may  in  the  heartiest  way  congratulate  you  and 
Mrs.  Horton  on  the  happy  occasion.  Our  friendship  and  ad¬ 
miration  for  General  Force  is  very  great  and  we  rejoice  that  he 
is  so  fortunate  in  this,  the  great  event  of  his  life. 

Since  your  connection  with  the  railroad  we  have  hoped  that 
you  would  be  drawn  to  this  part  of  the  State.  We  count  on  a 
visit  from  Mrs.  Horton  and  yourself  whenever  you  visit  Toledo. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes.* 

Honorable  V.  B.  Horton. 

Pomeroy,  Ohio. 

Fremont,  Ohio,  May  14,  1874. 

My  dear  Uncle: —  .  .  .  Mother’s  old  letter  will  interest 

me.  You  know  I  am  given  to  antiquarian  and  genealogical  pur¬ 
suits.  An  old  family  letter  is  a  delight  to  my  eyes.  I  can  prowl 
in  the  old  trunks  of  letters  by  the  day  with  undiminished  zest. 

Climate  does  not  change.  The  Moravians  spent  here  the 
spring  of  1782.  Their  full  diaries  show  the  same  sort  of  weather, 
identically  almost,  that  we  had  last  year.  —  All  well. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  A.  Birchard. 


*  Original  in  Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  Boston. 
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June  io,  1874.  —  We  have  been  busy  wtih  our  improvements 
of  grounds  and  house  for  more  than  three  months.  We  are  now 
at  the  end  of  the  first  installment  —  kitchen,  range,  buttery,  etc. 

.  .  .  I  am  now  taking  a  good  deal  of  comfort  making  pretty 

bits  of  landscape  by  opening  the  grove  to  get  outlooks.  .  .  • 

August  17.  —  Not  many  items  find  themselves  a  place  in  this 
little  book.  For  two  months  I  have  been  engaged  in  pushing 
my  improvements,  getting  Birchard  Library  into  full  operation, 
and  organizing  a  Pioneer  and  Historical  Society  for  Sandusky 
County. 

Birch  graduated  at  Cornell  in  July,  visited  the  remaining 
kindred  in  Vermont,  and  is  now  at  home,  ready  to  begin  law. 
His  diffidence  has  kept  him  from  improving  his  opportunity  to 
learn  to  speak.  He  is  an  accurate,  thorough  student,  not  fond 
of  books  as  I  was,  with  an  unusual  fondness  for  statistics,  espe¬ 
cially  for  the  preparation  of  tabular  information.  Webb  is  not 
scholarly.  He  will  not  graduate.  A  special  course  is  the  most 
he  will  attempt.  Both  boys  are  honest,  faithful,  and  affectionate. 
I  am  confident  both  will  become  respectable  and  reliable  gentle¬ 
men.  Ruddy  is  our  invalid.  Tall  and  slender,  at  sixteen  he  is 
unfit  for  hard  work  or  hard  study.  A  bright  handsome,  jovial 
boy,  .  .  .  We  now  are  talking  of  trying  a  manual-labor 

agricultural  college. 

Fanny  has  made  small  progress  as  a  scholar,  has  not  tried  to 
do  it.  She  is  healthy,  very  bright  and  happy,  well-looking  and 
a  treasure.  Scott,  almost  four  (February  8),  is  our  handsomest. 
Interesting,  too  honest  to  joke,  or  to  comprehend  a  joke  readily. 
He  talks  with  some  hesitation  when  excited,  and  has  many 
pretty  ways.  He  says  many  queer  things.  He  and  Fanny 
naturally  run  together.  Both  are  fond  of  animals.  Fanny  is  a 
boy  in  climbing,  swinging,  and  playing  generally.  Little  Manning 
is  a  fine,  dark-eyed  little  fellow.  Lively  and  promising.  A  year 
old  on  the  first.  No  stick  is  he. 

I  am  to  speak  at  the  pioneer  picnic  about  the  10th  [of]  Sep¬ 
tember.  Things  as  they  were  in  1830  is  a  good  topic.  That  is 
the  date  fixed  as  our  pioneer  period.  Those  settling  in  the 
county  prior  to  1830  are  Pioneers.  A  few  statistics  about  this 
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and  other  localities  at  that  date,  other  facts,  modes  of  travel, 
culture,  religion,  prices,  etc.,  etc.;  above  all,  the  persons,  the 
characters  of  that  day. 

I  am  also  to  speak  at  the  County  Fair.  A  mere  student  or  ap¬ 
prentice  in  farming,  I  must  talk  to  farmers.  The  benefit  of 
ornamental  work,  as  shade  trees,  fences,  and  the  like.  The  im¬ 
portance  of  adding  to  the  selling  value  of  farms.  Thorough 
tillage  required  by  the  increasing  value  of  land.  Drainage,  fruit, 
etc.,  etc. 

August  28.  Friday,  A.  M.  —  Our  dear  little  Manning  died  this 
morning  soon  after  midnight,  about  12:30.  He  suffered  very 
little,  being  wholly  unconscious  the  last  hour  or  two.  He  has  not 
seemed  altogether  healthy  at  any  time.  ...  He  was  a  lovely, 
beautiful  child.  His  eyes  were  very  dark,  large,  mild,  and  sweet. 
His  forehead  broad,  high,  and  prominent.  Probably  our  hand¬ 
somest  child  except  Georgey.  Dear  boy!  he  is  lost  to  us.  We 
may  hope  he  is  saved  from  a  world  of  suffering  and  sorrow. 

August  29.  —  We  buried  the  dear  one  this  afternoon.  Mr.  G. 
Lease,  at  the  house,  gave  out  the  hymn,  read  the  Ninetieth  Psalm, 
and  the  Methodist  Episcopal  service  at  the  grave.  . 


St.  Charles  Hotel,  Norwalk,  October  6,  1874. 

My  Darling  :  —  People  who  don’t  have  a  quarter  the  affection 
we  have  for  each  other,  write  letters  when  separate  daily.  Why 
not  I  one  at  least  this  trip? 

I  make  headquarters  here.  A  good,  quiet,  homelike  inn.  Last 
night  at  Milan  I  had  a  fine  little  hall  full  of  people  —  women  and 
youngsters  with  the  yeomanry.  Was  in  good  trim  and  without 
a  particle  of  real  preparation,  had  a  good  time  of  it.  Two  meet¬ 
ings  today.  One,  with  Foster,  at  Ripley,  one  tonight  at  Fair- 
field.  Tomorrow  night  at  Greenwich.  Home  to  you  Thursday 
morning. 

Don  t  work  hard.  Sit  down  and  enjoy  yourself.  —  Love  to 
’em  all. 


Mrs.  Hayes. 


Affectionately,  your 


R. 
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Fremont,  October  n,  1874. 

My  dear  Webb  :  —  The  last  week  has  been  political  largely. 
I  spoke  to  good  meetings  at  four  points  —  Milan  in  Erie  County, 
and  at  three  places  in  Huron  County.  The  main  interest  is 
centered  on  the  congressional  contest.  Last  year  the  Democrats 
had  about  eight  hundred  majority  on  the  state  ticket,  and  the 
year  before  on  the  same  ticket  the  Republicans  had  less  than  two 
hundred  majority.  But  Foster  is  very  popular,  and  his  friends 
are  working  well.  I  am  hopeful  but  not  confident.  The  Demo¬ 
crats  held  a  meeting  here,  which  was  well  attended,  but  not  at  all 
enthusiastic.  Governor  Allen  made  a  queer,  old-fashioned,  ill- 
timed  speech  that  bored  his  friends.  They  were  glad  to  get  him 
stopped  to  give  place  to  Pendleton,  who  made  one  of  his  best 
speeches.  It  was  in  excellent  taste  and  temper,  and  as  sound  and 
sensible  as  an  argument  in  favor  of  an  inflation  of  the  currency 
could  be  made.  They  honored  us  with  a  call,  and  filled  the 
house  with  the  laughter  of  their  joking. 

We  are  all  very  well.  Nobody  in  the  family  has  any 
symptoms  of  chills  and  fever.  The  first  fall  I  have  escaped  al¬ 
together  since  my  campaigns  in  eastern  Virginia.  This  speaks 
well  for  Spiegel  Grove.  . 

I  forgot  to  say  that  Senator  Sherman  made  a  fine  speech  to 
a  good  audience  in  Mammoth  Hall,  Thursday  night.  He  speaks 
very  rapidly  in  a  straightforward  way,  without  ornament  or 
attempt  at  display.  Birch  said  of  it:  “If  I  ever  learn  to  speak, 
it  will  be  that  way.” 

Be  a  good  boy.  No  drinking  or  other  foolish  and  ruinous 
practices.  Tell  us  all  about  your  doings.  We  love  you  very 
much. 


Affectionately, 


Webb  C.  Hayes, 
Ithaca. 


H. 


October  20-23.  —  Made  a  delightful  trip.  To  Cleveland  to 
attend  at  Judge  [Rufus  P.]  Ranney’s  office  a  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  State  Managers  of  the  Centennial.  Colonel  [Barnabas] 
Burns,  the  judge,  Mr.  F.  W.  Green,  secretary,  and  myself  pres- 
1  8 
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ent.  Governor  Noyes  and  Colonel  [George  W.J  McCook  absent. 
After  this,  with  Mr.  Morton,  of  Cambridge,  Mr.  Reddington 
and  his  partner  and  son-in-law,  Mr.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Green  over 
the  Tuscarawas  Valley  Railroad  to  Canal  Dover.  On  the  21st, 
I  there  met  the  Cincinnati  party,  Judge  Matthews,  McLaren, 
Rogers,  Larz  Anderson,  Baer,  Fallis,  Cochran,  of  the  Com¬ 
mercial,  and  from  Marietta,  General  Warner,  President  of  the 
M.  P.  &  C.  R.  R.,  Douglass  Putnam,  Mr.  Gates,  the  editor 
of  the  Register,  and  Mr.  McArthur;  an  Englishman,  Mr.  Davis, 
and  others.  We  visited  the  coal  mines,  the  iron  furnace  (Glas¬ 
gow)  of  the  Scotch  capitalists,  etc.,  etc.  The  blackband  iron  ore 
now  promises  great  things.  It  seems  to  equal  the  Scotch  pig  and 
to  be  far  more  abundant  and  accessible.  Stayed  at  General 
Warner’s  in  Marietta  night  of  [the]  22d  and  called  at  Mr.  Wil- 
helmi’s  in  Canal  Dover. 

November  20.  —  Our  first  snow  this  season  covers  the  ground 
this  morning  to  the  depth  of  full  six  inches.  It  hangs  on  the 
trees  beautifully.  Scott  and  Fanny  are  roaring  and  shouting  with 
delight.  We  have  had  the  longest  and  finest  Indian  summer 
remembered  by  the  oldest  inhabitant.  Probably  two  months, 
with  hardly  a  day’s  interruption ;  certainly,  full  six  weeks  of  the 
genuine  Indian  summer.  Very  dry  the  most  of  the  time.  Fires 
in  the  woods  in  Wood  County  and  elsewhere.  No  running  water 
at  all  in  Portage  River  or  any  other  stream  between  Sandusky 
and  Maumee  rivers. 

Thanksgiving  Day,  November  25,  1874.  —  ...  In 

church  thought  of  an  invitation  to  deliver  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa 
oration  at  Marietta  next  June.  I  had  intended  to  decline.  But 
it  ran  through  my  head  that  I  could  turn  the  address  into  a 
historical  and  pioneer  direction.  Say,  “The  Scholarship  and 
Scholars  of  Pioneer  Days  in  Ohio,”  or  something  of  that  sort. 
Perhaps  I  ought  to  accept. 

About  twenty  persons  sat  down  at  our  Thanksgiving  dinner 
today.  .  .  .  Our  Winnie,  colored  cook,  outdid  herself. 

Three  turkeys,  large  and  well  roasted,  one  not  carved,  one  ham 
and  a  dish  of  fried  oysters,  bread,  rolls,  finely  cut  cheese,  mashed 
potatoes,  stewed  tomatoes,  cranberries. 
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November  30.  —  I  today  accepted  the  invitation  of  the  Phi 
Beta  Kappa  Society  of  Marietta  College  on  the  29th  of  June  next. 
Can  I  do  it  creditably?  I  will  try  it.  Novel  work  for  me.  Can 
I  make  the  pioneer  scholars  a  theme?  Speak  of  editors,  lawyers, 
poets,  clergymen ;  describe  Phil  Doddridge,  Tiema,  Flint,  Dr. 
Drake,  Ewing,  etc.,  etc. 

December  1.  —  I  thought  of  gradually  getting  together  what 
is  known  and  interesting  about  the  Sandusky  region,  the  Wyan- 
dots,  etc.,  under  the  caption,  “Notes  on  the  Sandusky  Valley,” 
particularly  on  Sandusky  County  and  Fremont.  Prepare  maps 
of  the  country  as  we  find  them  from  the  earliest  times  until  now. 
Say,  six  or  eight  of  them,  including  Lake  Erie,  the  “Neuter 
Nation,”  etc.,  etc. 

December  2.  —  Last  evening  at  sundown  we  had  a  singular 
thing.  The  sky  was  reddish  and  bright,  the  reflection  of  the  sun 
on  the  clouds,  as  is  frequently  the  case;  but  the  unusual  appear¬ 
ance  was  a  streak  of  green  near  the  horizon  stretching  perhaps 
thirty  degrees  on  each  side  of  the  spot  where  the  sun  disappeared. 
Below  the  green  was  a  streak  of  red  and  above  it  another. 
The  green  stream  was  of  irregular  width,  but  possibly  a  degree 
or  two  wide  generally.  I  have  no  recollection  of  seeing  this 
green  color  before  in  the  clouds  or  sky.  It  was  a  lively  green, 
lighter  in  some  parts  than  in  others,  a  much  more  decided  green 
than  I  have  ever  seen  in  water. 

December  j.  —  Our  five  days’  sleighing  left  us  yesterday  under 
a  summer’s  sun.  Three  days  of  it  were  very  good.  It  brought 
out  the  pork  and  corn  which  now  bear  good  prices,  pork  eight 
dollars  per  one  hundred  pounds,  and  corn  fifty  cents  per  bushel 
for  new  corn.  More  goods  sold  than  usual.  Shomo  over  seven 
hundred  dollars  one  day  for  shoes,  Dorr  over  five  hundred  dol¬ 
lars  ditto.  Times  must  improve. 

December  6.  —  In  Marietta  talk,  can’t  I  work  up  an  introduc¬ 
tion  of  this  sort?  The  age  of  our  fathers  and  the  first  generation 
of  their  descendants,  or  the  first  four-score  years  since  its  settle¬ 
ment,  is  its  golden  age.  Scholarship  and  culture,  the  era  of 
New  England  scholars  settled  in  the  valley  of  the  beautiful 
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river.  But  now  succeeds  the  iron  age,  the  age  oi  petroleum, 
of  coal,  of  iron,  of  mines,  of  railways,  of  great  fortunes  sud¬ 
denly  acquired;  smoke  and  dust  covering,  concealing,  or  de¬ 
stroying  the  lovely  landscapes.  Coarse,  hard,  material  things. 
(See  Ruskin.) 

December  7.  —  The  more  I  think  of  it,  the  more  I  am  convinced 
that  my  occupations  for  years  past  have  been  inconsistent  with 
that  culture  which  is  required  to  deal  in  scholarly  fashion  with 
a  topic  appropriate  to  the  meeting  of  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  at 
Marietta.  I  must  therefore  attempt  something  less  ambitious. 
For  example,  “Notes  on  the  Scholarship  of  Early  Times  in  Ohio,” 
or  “on  the  Scholars  of  Early  Times.” 


Fremont,  Ohio,  January  2,  1875. 

My  dear  Guy:  —  Your  letter  of  the  19th  came  duly.  After 
some  search  and  inquiry  I  do  not  find  a  copy  of  the  new  con¬ 
stitution  which  was  defeated  in  August  last.  I  have  a  number 
of  copies  carefully  laid  away,  and  will  surely  get  one  soon.  I 
hope  also  to  obtain  a  copy  of  the  debates  for  you.  I  go  to 
Columbus  on  Wednesday  to  attend  a  meeting  of  our  State 
Board  on  the  Centennial  Exhibition  at  Philadelphia  in  1876, 
and  shall  probably  get  them  then.  Our  defeated  constitution 
was  no  doubt  a  pretty  good  one,  but  we  had  a  pretty  good  one 
already.  This  fact  with  the  unpopularity  of  the  late  convention, 
caused  mainly  by  its  greatly  protracted  session  and  tedious  dis¬ 
cussions,  worked  the  overwhelming  defeat  of  the  new  paper.  1 
thought  it  a  slight  improvement  on  the  old  one,  and  did  not 
vote  on  its  adoption  at  all.  If  I  had  felt  interest  enough  in  the 
question  to  go  to  the  polls  I  should  probably  have  voted  for  it. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  most  important  thing  in  Texas,  as 
everywhere  else,  is  education  for  all.  I,  of  course,  don’t  be¬ 
lieve  in  forcing  whites  and  blacks  together.  But  both  classes 
should  be  fully  provided  for.  I  recognize  fully  the.  evil  of  rule 
by  ignorance.  I  see  enough  of  it  under  my  own  eyes.  You 
are  not  so  much  worse  off  in  this  respect  than  New  York, 
Chicago,  and  other  cities  having  a  large  uneducated  population. 
But  the  remedy  is  not,  I  am  sure,  to  be  found  in  the  abandon- 
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ment  of  the  American  principle  that  all  must  share  in  govern¬ 
ment.  The  whites  of  the  South  must  do  as  we  do,  forget  to 
drive  and  learn  to  lead  the  ignorant  masses  around  them.  But 
I  will  not  argue.  You  and  I  are  now  nearer  together  than  we 
have  been  since  our  boyhood.  We  shall  probably  soon  vote  the 
same  ticket.  But  not  if  you  continue  to  indulge  a  hope  that 
slavery  is  in  some  form  to  be  restored.  That  is  surely  not  to  be. 

We  are  all  in  health  and  are  together  enjoying  the  holidays. 
My  visit  to  Texas  must  be  postponed  a  few  years  until  the  two 
little  ones  are  larger.  Did  I  send  you  their  picture?  If  not  I 
will. 

In  planning  for  next  summer,  don’t  forget  that  here  is  a  home 
to  which  you  will  be  warmly  welcomed. 

As  ever, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  Guy  M.  Bryan, 

Texas. 


January  3,  18/5.  —  I  have  declined  the  appointment  to  the  Phi 
Beta  Kappa  oration  at  Marietta.  This  leaves  me  free  to  pursue 
my  pet  studies  and  occupation.  I  will  gather  daily  material  for 
my  notes  on  the  Wyandots,  notes  on  the  Sandusky  Valley,  and  on 
the  defense  of  Fort  Stephenson  in  1813.  The  latter  first.  In 
this  way :  Get  the  best-told  account  of  it  and  then  every  ac¬ 
count  and  incident  from  eye-witnesses  and  contemporaries. 

Jcmuary  11.  —  A  delightful  visit  with  Birch  to  Laura 
[Mitchell]  in  Columbus.  Her  children  are  treasures  indeed.  All 
interesting,  promising,  handsome,  and  sweet-mannered.  . 

Birch  and  I  met  with  the  Centennials.  I  talked  a  few  minutes 
to  the  Agricultural;  prospects  good. 

The  snow  that  fell  the  night  of  the  first  still  lies  on  the  ground 
with  some  additions,  making  the  best  sleighing  possible  in  this 
climate.  We  now  have  eight  or  ten  inches  of  snow  well  packed 
on  hard  and  smooth  roads.  Ten  days  of  good  sleighing  in  one 
spell. 
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Fremont,  Ohio,  February  8,  1875. 

My  dear  General  :  —  Ever  since  I  read  the  account  of  the 
bar  meeting  on  the  death  of  Judge  Walker,  I  have  intended  to 
write  to  you  about  our  Historical  Society  getting  up  a  memorial 
sketch  of  his  life.  A  short  sketch  —  a  portrait  —  the  proceedings 
and  addresses  of  the  bar,  etc.,  etc.,  would  make  a  pamphlet  of 
suitable  size.  It  seems  to  me  that  a  man  with  so  many  titles  to 
grateful  remembrance  should  be  noticed,  and  his  character  and 
services  preserved  in  this  way.  The  Massachusetts  and  other 
Eastern  societies  do  such  things.  Why  can’t  we?  The  labor 
will  be  small,  and  the  expense  can  be  provided  for,  I  think,  with¬ 
out  difficulty.  You  may  call  on  me  for  ten  dollars  towards  it, 
or  more  if  necessary.  . 

Don’t  work  too  hard.  —  Our  kindest  regards  to  Mrs.  Force. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

P.  S.  —  Young  Longworth  would  perhaps  get  it  up.  His 
beautiful  talk  was  capital  in  all  respects,  and  shows  that  he  is 
fitted  for  the  work.  —  H. 

General  M.  F.  Force, 

Cincinnati ,  Ohio. 


February  p.  —  Ten  degrees  minus  this  morning.  A  cold, 
pleasant  winter;  over  six  weeks  of  cold  weather,  with  only  two 
or  three  thaws  of  a  few  hours.  The  snow  which  fell  New  Year’s 
day  is  almost  all  of  it  still  on  the  ground.  Not  good  sleighing 
on  the  highways  which  are  much  travelled. 

February  12. —  Yesterday  William  Whiteley,  of  Springfield, 
the  manufacturer  of  mowers  and  reapers,  etc.,  came. 

He  is  a  nephew  of  Colonel  Wm.  Whiteley  who  was  killed  at  the 
Thames  and  who,  it  is  probable,  killed  Tecumseh.  A11  English- 
looking  man.  His  grandfather  came  from  England  in  1763  — 
or  was  it  his  great-grandfather?  He  and  the  whole  family  have 
retained  the  English  look.  Tall,  strong,  ruddy,  and  robust.  A 
simple-minded  man,  patriotic,  religious,  and  enthusiastic  in  the 
relic  department  of  the  Centennial. 
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Fremont,  Ohio,  February  12,  1875. 

Mv  dear  Webb:  —  Your  studies  are  all  well  enough.  The 
main  thing  is  the  zeal  and  perseverance  of  the  lad.  I  suspect 
you  are  discovering  your  gift. 

We  had  a  glorious  snow-storm  yesterday.  The  biggest  flakes 
I  have  seen  in  years.  We  took  all  hands  in  the  sleigh  and 
pushed  out  in  the  midst  of  it.  Very  windy  but  mercury  up  to 
28  degrees,  so  they  stood  it  with  shouts  and  laughter.  The  snow 
is  now  a  foot  deep.  Part  of  the  family  going  it  now.  Little 
Charlie  will  earn  his  oats  while  the  sleighing  lasts.  This  is  the 
thirty-ninth  day  of  sleighing  this  year.  Quite  an  unusual  thing 
in  our  latitude.  The  weather  bright  but  cold.  The  thermometer 
on  the  north  porch  shows  12  degrees,  while  in  the  sun  on  the 
south  porch  it  shows  46  degrees.  A  wide  difference.  “Moral” : 
—  Keep  on  the  sunny  side  in  cold  weather.  Even  the  coldest 
of  us  has  a  sunny  side  if  one  could  only  discover  it.  —  All  well. 

Affectionately, 


Webb  C.  Hayes, 
Ithaca. 


H. 


February  17. —  At  Toledo  yesterday.  Prepared  to  put  in  a 
claim  for  damages  by  reason  of  raising  the  grade  of  St.  Clair 
Street.  The  block  owned  by  Uncle  with  Wilson  and  Miller  at 
the  corner  of  St.  Clair  and  Washington  must  be  raised  four  or 
five  feet.  It  is  ninety  by  seventy  [feet],  a  three-story  brick. 
The  mere  raising  will  be  about  three  thousand  dollars.  The 
total  cost  of  the  change  will  be  about  five  thousand  dollars. 
There  is  a  probability  of  losing  some  rent.  We  shall  multiply 
by  two  and  put  in  the  nominal  claim  of  twelve  thousand  dollars. 
The  city  promises  well. 

February  18.  —  On  going  to  town  I  found  this  was  the  coldest 
day  of  the  winter.  At  daylight  in  various  places  in  town  the 
thermometers  showed  16  to  22  degrees  below  zero.  None  warmer 
than  16  degrees  at  daylight. 

February  22.  —  Rud  and  I  go  to  Lansing  to  deposit  him  in  the 
freshman  class  of  the  Michigan  Agricultural  College.  His  weak 
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eyes  and  delicate  health  has  [have]  prevented  him  from  prepar¬ 
ing  to  enter  one  of  the  great  literary  colleges,  as  Yale  or  Harvard. 
He  is  scholarly  enough;  but  health  and  eyes  interfere.  .  .  . 

I  preferred  that  he  should  go  to  the  Ohio  institution.  But  he 
prefers  Lansing.  His  relations  and  friends  at  Columbus  would 
be  distracting  and  work  is  not  compulsory.  .  .  .  He  is  in 

many  respects  like  the  Birchards.  He  reminds  me  often  of 
Uncle  Birchard.  I  hope  the  resemblance  will  continue. 


Detroit,  February  26,  1875. 

My  dear  Ruddy:  —  Before  breakfast,  at  the  Russell  House, 
a  snow-storm  out  of  doors.  I  send  you  twenty  dollars  and  a 
few  words.  You  may  charge  in  your  carefully  kept  accounts 
from  three  dollars  to  five  dollars  each  month  to  pocket  money  — 
not  to  exceed  the  last  amount  —  but  do  it  in  items  as  you  spend. 
All  other  items  for  needed  articles.  You  should  get  a  good 
substantial  carpet  (perhaps  rag  is  best),  probably  a  few  good 
new  strong  chairs  —  no  rocking-chair.  If  you  get  an  armchair, 
or  the  like,  get  two,  so  your  chum  can  have  one.  Deal  gener¬ 
ously  with  him  as  you  do  with  yourself.  My  only  objection  to 
the  arrangements  there  is  the  two-in-a-bed  system.  It  is  bad. 
But  if  you  stay  and  while  you  stay,  you  will  not  complain  of  it. 
But  let  your  words  and  conduct  be  perfectly  pure  —  such  as 
your  mother  might  know  without  bringing  a  blush  to  your  cheek. 

I  have  thought  that  you  might  get  a  lounge  bed,  or  two  of 
them,  and  get  them  into  your  room  without  crowding  you  out. 
But  perhaps  not.  When  you  are  settled  and  quite  sure  to  stay, 
a  small  table  and  plain  bookcase  may  be  needed  for  the  books 
I  will  send,  but  not  yet. 

Write  often,  at  least  once  a  week,  if  short.  Oftener  if  any¬ 
thing  happens.  If  not  already  mentioned,  do  not  tell  your 
mother  of  the  doubling  in  bed. 

I  go  home  this  morning  to  arrive  in  6  P.  M.  train. 

Affectionately, 

H. 


Rutherford  P.  Hayes, 
Lansing. 
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February  27.  Saturday. —  .  .  .  Monday,  [the]  22nd, 

Ruddy  and  I  left  home  about  9:30  A.  M.  .  .  and  reached 

Lansing,  Michigan,  near  dark.  I  placed  him  at  the  Agricultural 
College,  room  35,  with  C.  I.  Goodwin  as  chum.  The  president, 
Abbott,  seems  to  be  a  kind-hearted,  capable  gentleman.  . 

I  also  visited  the  State  Prison  at  Lansing.  The  agent 
(warden)  was  very  kind  to  me.  In  the  cells  were  a  carpet  (in 
many  instances),  books  [to]  read  at  night,  pictures,  etc.,  etc. 
Flowers,  pet  animals,  and  the  like  gave  it  a  humane  look.  Surely 
it  is  a  good  prison.  I  saw  the  man  my  friend  June  wants  par¬ 
doned,  Thomas  Flinton.  He  is  a  bright,  good-looking  fellow. 
Judge  Jared  Patchin  and  Bradley  Thompson  of  Detroit  took  a 
good  deal  of  interest  in  his  case.  Also  Esquire  William  Daly 
of  Dearborn.  Of  his  innocence  all  are  confident.  The  governor 
strikes  me  as  a  man  seeking  popularity,  who  lacks  the  independ¬ 
ence  and  manhood  to  do  right  at  the  risk  of  losing  his  popularity. 
Afraid  of  what  will  be  said.  He  is  prejudiced  against  the  Irish 
and  Democrats. 


Fremont,  Ohio,  March  1,  1875. 

My  dear  Webb: —  ...  I  hope  you  will  be  benefited  by 
your  churchgoing.  Where  the  habit  does  not  Christianize,  it 
generally  civilizes.  That  is  reason  enough  for  supporting 
churches,  if  there  were  no  higher. 

Affectionately, 

H. 


Webb  C.  Hayes, 
Ithaca. 


March  12.  —  Attended  a  gathering  at  Mr.  Sheldon’s;  tea.  Mr. 
M.  G.  Hubbard,  Dr.  Rawson  and  wife,  John  Miller  and  wife, 
Rev.  Chittenden,  Estella  Rawson,  Miss  Ida  Bush.  Miss  Ida  is 
a  pianist,  just  returned  from  a  two  years  in  Germany  to  improve 
in  music.  A  young  lady  of  good  manners;  plays  no  doubt  well. 
She  played  “Dixie”  with  her  right  hand  and  “Yankee  Doodle” 
with  her  left  at  same  time ! 
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March  15.  —  Yesterday  was  a  beautiful  spring  day.  Mercury 
up  to  70  degrees.  The  thaw  is  complete,  mud  bottomless.  The 
heavy  ice  took  off  part  of  the  upper  dam  at  Moore’s  and  injured 
the  lower.  Cakes  of  ice  twenty  inches  thick  or  more  are  scat¬ 
tered  over  the  bottom  east  of  the  tile  works.  Lucy  and  I  rode 
down  to  see  the  spectacle;  mud  too  deep  on  the  new  grade  of 
Front  Street;  hitched  and  went  on  foot. 

March  18.  Thursday.  —  We  put  Fanny  and  Scott  each  on  a 
sled  with  an  umbrella  on  the  pond  where  the  ice  is  clear  and 
smooth.  The  wind  drove  them  along  pleasantly.  Scott  entered 
into  the  spirit  of  it,  and  obeyed  instructions  perseveringly.  Birch 
and  I  enjoyed  it  quite  as  much  as  the  children.  This  is  the 
first  example  of  the  utilization  of  the  March  winds  I  have  known 
of.  I  am  entitled  to  a  patent  for  it. 

March  20.  —  .  .  .  Today  is  the  sixty-second  day  of  sleigh¬ 

ing.  The  snow  is  much  drifted  but  would  be  perhaps  a  foot  deep 
as  an  average. 


Fremont,  Ohio,  March  22,  1875. 

Dear  Sir:  —  A  friend  who  is  interested  in  the  unfortunate 
powder-mill  is  afraid  of  the  passage  of  some  act  in  the  excite¬ 
ment  of  the  moment,  which  will  destroy  powder  making  in  Ohio. 
I  am  not  at  all  informed  as  to  the  nature  of  the  bills  introduced, 
but  nothing  hasty  or  ill-considered  ought  to  be  adopted.  Our 
coal  mining  and  stone  quarries  require  a  large  amount  of  powder, 
and  I  feel  safe  in  assuming  that  the  Legislature  will  look  to  all 
interests  before  acting.  . 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

(Show  only  to  Thompson,  of  Lucas.) 

Honorable  Benjamin  Inman, 

Columbus ,  Ohio. 


March  28.  —  For  some  time  I  have  made  my  Diary  a  mere 
weather  record.  We  are  living  happily;  never  more  so.  Scott 
Russell’s  promotion  to  pants  has  been  the  event  of  the  last  week. 
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Little  Fanny  is  healthy,  bright,  and  good.  She  does  not  take  to 
“book  lamin.”  But  that  will  come  in  time,  no  doubt.  Birch 
takes  more  and  more  interest  in  the  law.  I  think  he  will  be  a 
good  lawyer.  Ruddy,  at  Lansing,  says  he  is  homesick.  He  re¬ 
peats  it  three  times  in  the  same  letter.  But  his  letters  are  cheer¬ 
ful.  He  says  he  works  at  chopping  three  hours  daily.  Webb 
writes  good  letters  from  Cornell.  Lucy  is  healthy,  and  as  she 
grows  older  preserves  her  beauty.  She  is  large  but  not  un¬ 
wieldy.  The  only  drawback  is  her  frequent  attacks  of  sick- 
headaches.  Perhaps  twice  a  month  she  suffers  for  a  day  or  two. 
I  too  am  healthy,  getting  a  little  too  fat  for  comfort.  The  in¬ 
dependence  of  all  political  and  other  bother  is  a  happiness. 

The  Republican  caucus  at  Columbus  last  Thursday,  according 
to  report,  was  unanimously  for  me  for  governor.  A  third  term 
would  be  a  distinction  —  a  feather  I  would  like  to  wear.  No 
man  ever  had  it  in  Ohio.  Letters  tell  me  I  am  really  wanted. 
But  the  present  condition  of  my  money  matters  requires  atten¬ 
tion.  The  chance  of  an  election  is  not  good.  More  important 
still,  I  do  not  sympathize  with  a  large  share  of  the  party  leaders. 
I  hate  the  corruptionists  of  whom  Butler  is  leader.  I  doubt 
the  ultra  measures  relating  to  the  South,  and  I  am  opposed  to 
the  course  of  General  Grant  on  the  third  term,  the  civil  service, 
and  the  appointment  of  unfit  men  on  partisan  or  personal 
grounds.  I  wouldn’t  hesitate  to  fight  a  losing  battle  if  the  cause 
was  wholly  and  clearly  good  and  important.  I  am  not  sure 
that  it  is  in  all  respects  what  it  should  be,  and  as  to  its  importance, 
I  am  more  than  in  doubt.  Hence  I  have  said  decidedly  no  to  all 
who  have  approached  me. 

April  14,  1875.  —  I  am  still  importuned  in  all  quarters  to  con¬ 
sent  to  run  as  Republican  candidate  for  governor.  Several  sug¬ 
gest  that  if  elected  governor  now,  I  will  stand  well  for  the 
Presidency  next  year.  How  wild  1  What  a  queer  lot  we  are 
becoming!  Nobody  is  out  of  the  reach  of  that  mania. 


Fremont,  Ohio,  April  14,  1875. 
My  dear  Major:  —  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  12th 
as  to  the  governorship.  What  you  say  is  very  gratifying.  It  is 
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too  flattering  of  course,  but  I  like  it.  It  warms  me.  I  am  carried 
back  to  old  times  —  to  Fremont  days  —  to  Carnifax.  I  see  it 
all  in  your  kind  letter.  So,  be  assured  I  feel  as  I  ought  to.* 

I  wish  I  could.  I  like  the  place  —  would  take  it  again  if  it 
was  open  to  me.  I  don’t  care  for  the  chances  of  defeat.  I  have 
tried  that  two  or  three  times,  and  it  don’t  hurt  me.  I  have  written 
a  good  many  letters  on  this  subject  and  have  invariably  said 
“no”  decisively,  on  account  of  my  affairs.  Private  reasons  alone. 
If  I  were  with  you  face  to  face,  I  could  give  you  what  would. 
I  know,  be  regarded  by  you  as  controlling,  as  it  is  by  me.  The 
mere  business  —  pecuniary  —  part  I  have  named  to  many.  There 
is  another  thing  I  do  not  write  about.  I  am  on  the  way,  fairlv, 
to  freedom.  A  year  or  two  will,  I  am  confident,  do  it.  There¬ 
fore,  Major,  I  can’t  consent.  This  is  final,  and  you  may  in  the 
briefest  way,  without  flourish,  let  it  be  known,  that  on  account 
of  private  affairs,  I  am  not  in  the  list. 

Mrs.  Hayes  joins  me  in  regards  to  Mrs.  Bickham  and  yourself. 

Sincerely, 


Major  W.  D.  Bickham, 
Dayton. 


R.  B.  Hayes. 


Fremont,  Ohio,  April  14,  1875. 
My  dear  Webb: —  ...  I  am  kept  for  an  hour  or  two 
daily  replying  to  letters  importuning  me  to  run  for  governor. 
The  Republican  nomination  is  at  my  refusal.  But  I  say  “no” 
with  the  assent  of  all  of  our  household.  . 

Sincerely, 


Webb  C.  Hayes, 
Ithaca. 


R.  B.  Hayes. 


April  18.  Sunday.  —  The  talk  about  my  candidacy  for  gov¬ 
ernor  rather  grows,  in  spite  of  my  repeated  refusals.  I  regret 
this,  flattering  as  it  is  to  my  self-esteem.  I  don’t  wish  to  say, 
against  a  general  and  urgent  request,  no,  with  due  emphasis. 

*The  letter  from  Major  Bickham  urged  Mr.  Hayes  to  be  a  candidate 
for  governor,  assuring  him  that  it  would  make  him  the  next  President. 


DEMAND  FOR  CANDIDACY  —  APRIL,  1875  271 

It  looks  like  a  lack  of  appreciation  of  the  good  opinion  of  the 
party,  and  a  want  of  gratitude  for  past  favors.  The  prospect 
of  an  election  seems  to  me  to  be  not  good.  The  third-term  talk, 
the  Civil  Rights  Bill,  the  partisan  appointments  of  the  baser  sort, 
in  other  words  the  Butlerism  of  the  Administration,  are  all  bad, 
and  weights  on  us. 

April  jo.  —  At  Toledo  ground  frozen.  M.  M.  Green,  H.  S. 
Walbridge,  and  S.  M.  Young  sent  for  me  to  come  over  and  help 
along  the  Columbus  and  Toledo  Railroad.  They  need  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  forty  thousand  dollars  more  stock  subscriptions.  We 
talked  it  up ;  had  a  meeting  in  the  Exchange  in  the  afternoon 
to  stir  up  a  spirit  which  would  make  up  Toledo’s  share,  viz., 
sixty  thousand  dollars.  The  road  would  be  an  especial  advantage 
to  the  one-hundred-and-sixty-acre  tract  of  Wilson  and  myself. 
Without  the  railroad  and  its  shops,  etc.,  etc.,  adjacent  to  our 
tract,  its  value  would  be  put  back  five  to  ten  years.  I  subscribed 
five  thousand  dollars. 

May  i.  —  The  reddish  brown  leaves  begin  to  show  on  the  soft 
maples;  the  elms  show  the  coming  events  a  little ;  oaks  are  still 
bare.  The  Forsythia  showed  one  or  two  blossoms  on  the  28th. 
We  had  our  first  asparagus  yesterday. 

Cleveland,  May  7. —  With  L.  Austin  at  8:30  A.  M.  to  his 

powder-mills,  the  scene  of  the  fearful  catastrophe  in  - 

[March].  Some  thirty  or  forty  tons  of  powder  blew  up,  shat¬ 
tering  windows  and  injuring  walls  from  five  to  ten  miles  distant. 
It  rung  a  farm  bell  forty  miles  off.  Was  plainly  felt  near  Pitts¬ 
burgh  one  hundred  miles  off,  and  yet  some  houses  quite  near  to 
the  disaster  were  not  injured,  and  people  not  over  two  miles 
south  did  not  hear  or  know  it.  The  explanation  is  in  the  state 
of  the  wind  and  the  situation  of  the  mills.  The  mills  are  in  a 
ravine,  perhaps  sixty  to  eighty  feet  below  the  general  level  of 
the  country.  The  force  of  the  explosion  followed  down  the 
ravine  to  some  extent  as  if  fired  in  that  direction.  But  probably 
the  wind  had  the  most  to  do  with  the  result.  It  was  a  day  of 
fearful  wind,  gusty  and  violent  so  as  to  make  it  dangerous  to 
roofs  and  houses. 
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May  9. —  We  saw  the  first  green  tree  on  the  place  yesterday, 
the  buckeye  in  [the]  garden.  The  leaves  on  the  apple  trees  are 
beginning  to  show.  No  green  forest  trees  in  the  grove  yet. 

May  10.  —  Redbirds  in  the  grove  yesterday.  A  robin  took 
from  the  house  a  spool  of  thread  to  put  into  its  nest  on  the 
great  oak  nearest  the  front  of  the  house.  He  got  tangled  in  it 
and  is  now  hanging  by  the  neck  between  the  hickory  and  oak- 
thirty  feet  up. 

The  first  cherries  in  bloom  yesterday.  No  tree  in  sight  of 
the  house  shows  a  solid  green.  The  little  apple  trees  and  the 
early  harvest  show  the  most  green. 

May  11.  —  I  go  to  Toledo  to  meet  with  Centennial  State  Board 
today.  I  am  asked  to  speak  on  Decoration  Day  in  Toledo.  I  am 
inclined  to  accept.  May  I  speak  of  uniting  with  Confederates  in 
this  ceremony? 

I  would  honor  any  man  who  dies  in  obedience  to  his  convic¬ 
tions  of  duty,  who  dies  for  others.  The  conductor,  the  engineer, 
the  brakeman,  w'ho  dies  at  his  post ;  the  captain,  the  sailor  who 
goes  down  at  sea  to  save  his  passengers;  the  fireman  who  per¬ 
ishes,  the  policeman  who  is  killed  in  the  line  of  duty.  But  how 
of  those  who  died  in  an  effort  to  destroy  the  good  ?  Does  he  be¬ 
lieve  in  his  work?  Martyrs  of  false  religions? 

Every  age  has  its  temptations,  its  weaknesses,  its  dangers. 
Ours  is  in  the  line  of  the  snobbish  and  the  sordid. 

May  12.  —  Met  yesterday  at  Toledo  Judge  Ranney,  Colonel 
Burns,  George  W.  McCook,  Governor  Noyes,  and  Mr.  [F.  W.] 
Green  [Secretary]  of  State  Centennial  Board,  also  Judge  Halley, 
General  Buckland,  Mr.  Griffith,  [and]  Walbridge  of  other  com¬ 
mittees.  The  mayor  called,  Guido  Marx,  etc.  We  talked  over 
plans,  decided  to  erect  a  headquarters  building  at  a  cost  [of]  not 
more  than  three  thousand  dollars,  also  to  employ  Mr.  Whiteley 
at  three  thousand  dollars. 


Fremont,  Ohio,  May  27,  1875. 
My  dear  General  :  —  I  congratulate  you  on  your  good  for¬ 
tune.  It  is,  of  course,  a  surprise.  We  talked  of  you  Sunday 
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over  our  first  dish  of  mushrooms.  We  are  having  big  ones  this 
year.  Well,  be  a  good  boy.  Come  and  tell  us  all  about  it  when 
you  return. 

Dr.  Webb  and  his  wife  are  in  Florence;  go  thence  to  the  lakes 
and  summer  in  Switzerland.  I  hope  you  will  meet  them.  I 
don’t  think  of  any  good  people  for  letters.  You  will  need  none 
with  the  doctor. 

,  Lucy  is  very  well.  We  all  send  love  and  hopes.  Write  if  you 
feel  like  it  and  have  time. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

General  W.  A.  Knapp. 


May  29. —  Decoration  Day.  Talked  briefly  to  a  great  crowd 
at  Toledo.  Labored  with  Walbridge  to  complete  the  amount  of 
stock  subscription  required  to  secure  the  Columbus  and  Toledo 
Railroad.  Both  successful. 

May  31.  —  I  am  still  importuned  to  allow  my  name  to  be  used 
for  governor.  I  am  no  less  averse  today  than  at  the  beginning. 
If  Judge  Taft  and  others  should  withdraw,  and  the  convention 
generally  should  insist  on  my  candidacy,  I  shall  not  refuse. 
This  is  not  likely  to  happen.  A  general  demand  by  the  party 
that  has  honored  me  so  often,  I  regard  as  a  command  which  I 
must  obey,  if,  notwithstanding  my  declination  and  known  prefer¬ 
ence,  the  members  of  the  convention,  with  substantial  unanimity, 
insist  on  the  use  of  my  name,  I  shall  regard  their  wish  as  a  com¬ 
mand  and  obey  it.  If  the  friends  of  Judge  Taft  or  of  other 
candidates  still  present  their  names,  I  will  under  no  circumstances 
be  a  candidate  against  them.  In  that  event,  my  name  must  be 
unqualifiedly  withdrawn. 

June  3.  —  I  was  nominated  for  governor  yesterday  at  Colum¬ 
bus.  I  persisted  in  declining  to  the  last.  The  leading  other  can¬ 
didate  before  the  convention,  Judge  Taft,  of  Cincinnati,  is  an 
able  and  good  man.  But  he  had  such  a  record  on  the  Bible  ques¬ 
tion  in  the  schools  that  his  nomination  was  impossible.  I  did 
all  I  could  to  remove  the  prejudice  against  him  and  to  aid  in  his 
nomination.  I  sent  to  Richard  Smith,  a  leader  in  the  struggle  for 

18 
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Judge  Taft,  the  following  dispatch:  —  “I  cannot  allow  my  name 
to  be  used  in  opposition  to  Judge  Taft.  He  became  a  candidate 
after  I  declined.  He  is  an  able  and  pure  man  and  a  sound  Re¬ 
publican.  I  would  not  accept  a  nomination  obtained  by  a  con¬ 
test  with  him.”  Another,  as  follows,  to  Charles  Foster:  —  “I 
have  stated  to  everybody  that  I  would  not  consent  to  go  into  a 
contest.  I  do  not  want  it,  and  would  not  consent  to  accept,  if 
nominated  in  opposition  to  Judge  Taft.” 

I  was  nominated  notwithstanding,  396  for  me,  151  for  Taft. 
The  nomination,  on  motion  of  a  friend  of  Taft,  Major  Bickham, 
was  made  unanimous.  At  first,  I  wrote  a  dispatch  declining. 
Then  came  a  dispatch  from  the  secretary  of  the  convention  stat- 
ing  that,  on  behalf  of  his  father,  Charles  P.  Taft  had  moved  my 
nomination  by  acclamation,  and  that  it  was  splendidly  carried. 
I  then  sent  the  following:  —  “In  deference  to  the  wish  of  the 
convention,  I  yield  my  preference  and  accept  the  nomination.” 

The  substance  of  all  this  is,  that  I  did  all  I  could  to  prevent 
my  own  nomination  and  to  aid  Taft.  Taft  being  even  then  so 
far  short  of  a  nomination,  and  in  view  of  the  decided  wish  of 
the  convention,  and  the  injury  my  declination  would  do  the  party, 
I  gave  up  my  own  preference  and  declared  purpose,  and  ac¬ 
cepted.  I  am  now  in  for  it.  I  think  the  interesting  point  is  to 
rebuke  the  Democracy  by  a  defeat  for  subserviency  to  Roman 
Catholic  demands. 

June  4.  —  \\  rote  to  General  C.  H.  Grosvenor,  requesting  him 
to  prepare  an  address  on  the  objectionable  features  of  the  last 
Legislature. 

Tiie  Bible  in  the  Public  Schools:  —  “A  division  of  the  school 
fund  is  agitated  and  demanded”  by  the  same  power  and  upon  the 
same  grounds,  by  which  and  on  which  the  passage  of  the  Geghan 
Bill  was  demanded. 

My  topics  [will  be]  chiefly  drawn  from  State  affairs: — 1. 
Conduct  of  Democratic  party  in  the  investigation  of  grave  charges 
of  corruption  in  the  Legislature.  2.  Its  measures  as  to  the 
penal,  reformatory,  and  benevolent  institutions.  (Salaried 
boards.)  (The  benefit  of  unpaid  service.)  3.  The  Catholic 
question. 
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June  3. —  I  am  overwhelmed  with  correspondence  by  mail, 
telegraph,  etc.,  etc.,  congratulating  me  on  my  nomination,  and 
the  manner  of  it.  The  newspapers  show  that  it  was  done  in  a 
way  never  before  seen  in  Ohio,  and  rarely  if  ever  anywhere. 
It  is  reading  that  would  turn  a  head  not  firm  and  level.  I  have 
just  written  my  competitor  —  if  it  is  proper  to  call  a  man  my 
competitor  with  whom  I  in  no  way  competed,  and  to  whom  I 
gave  a  hearty  support  from  the  beginning. 


Private. 


Fremont,  Ohio,  June  5,  1875. 

My  dear  Sir:  I  write  to  thank  you  in  the  sincerest  and 
heartiest  way  for  your  action  on  my  nomination.  It  gave  me 
very  great  and  much  needed  relief.  On  getting  the  secretary’s 
first  dispatch  I  was  sorely  perplexed.  To  refuse  would  offend 
and  disappoint  friends  to  whom  I  was  under  many  obligations. 
I  wrote  a  dispatch  declining,  and  was  considering  it  with  a 
fiiend  when  the  second  dispatch  from  the  secretary,  announcing 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Charles  P.  Taft,  came  and  decided  the  ques¬ 
tion.  I  am  confident  you  would  regard  my  course  as  fully  justi¬ 
fy11^  your  friendly  act  and  speech,  if  all  I  have  said  and  done 
since  this  affair  arose  were  fully  before  you. 

Sincerely,  your  friend, 


Honorable  A.  Taft, 
Cincinnati. 
Private. 


R.  B.  Hayes. 


Fremont,  Ohio,  June  8,  1875. 

My  dear  Major:  —  Thanks  for  your  paper  of  yesterday,  and 
still  more  for  your  efforts  to  get  me  out  of  this  scrape  before  I 
was  in,  and  now  to  carry  me  through  successfully. 

It  is  well  and  gratifying  to  have  the  convention  facts  fully 
and  authentically  set  forth.  I  read  the  article  with  much  interest. 
Hereafter  we  can  afford  to  let  bygones  go,  and  seek  discussion 
only  with  the  common  adversary.  I  am  perhaps  under  a  delu¬ 
sion,  but  I  still  hope  to  be  supported  by  Halstead  [editor  of  the 


276 


RUTHERFORD  BIRCHARD  HAYES 


Cincinnati  Commercial].  At  any  rate,  being  on  the  track,  I  now 
want  to  win,  and  am  willing  to  do  my  share  of  the  solid  work 
required  to  do  it.  It  is  of  the  first  importance  to  nominate  in  the 
counties,  and  [to]  organize  early.  For  the  topics  of  the  canvass, 
and  bringing  them  before  the  people,  the  press  is  the  means. 
Meetings  and  speeches  are  less  important  relatively  than  ever 
before.  They  come  in  too  late,  and  in  a  day  of  enterprising  news¬ 
paper  men,  they  are  merely  stale  repetitions  of  the  press.  Meet¬ 
ings  and  speeches,  like  the  election  itself,  are  the  results  of  what 
the  press  has  already  done. 

I  judge  from  several  paragraphs  that  you  regard  the  sub¬ 
serviency  of  the  Democratic  party  to  Catholic  designs  as  the 
salient  feature  of  the  canvass.  It  is  certainly  so  in  popular 
estimation  in  this  quarter.  If  you  have  leisure  to  give  me  a 
brief  note  on  this  head,  it  will  be  useful. 

What  I  have  said  about  meetings  and  speeches  is  not  with  a 
view  to  shirk  labor.  I  am  ready  to  do  all  that  may  be  reasonably 
expected.  But  early  and  earnest  discussion  by  the  press  is,  I 
am  sure,  far  more  effective. 

Sincerely, 


Major  W.  D.  Bickham, 
Dayton. 


R.  B.  Hayes. 


Fremont,  Ohio,  June  9,  1875. 

My  dear  R — :  —  If  you  were  here  and  could  have  the  reading 
and  answering  of  the  host  of  letters  I  am  getting,  you  would 
excuse  neglects.  .  .  .  This  political  business  pretty  much 

smashes  my  plans  for  the  next  four  months.  After  the  election 
I  shall  probably  be  free  once  more.  I  fear  I  can’t  visit  you  as 
I  intended.  —  All  well. 

Affectionately, 

R.  P.  Hayes,  H. 

Lansing. 

Fremont,  Ohio,  June  12,  1875. 

Dear  Sir  :  —  I  regret  that  a  previous  engagement  will  prevent 
me  from  delivering  an  address  at  the  meeting  of  the  Firelands 
Historical  Society.  I  am  obliged  to  you  for  the  invitation.  Your 
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society  is  doing  a  good  work.  It  deserves  encouragement  both  as 
a  historical  and  as  a  social  institution.  It  is  well  to  preserve,  as 
you  are  doing,  recollections,  memorials,  and  relics  of  the  past, 
and  it  is  also  a  most  excellent  feature  of  your  society  that  it 
brings  together  in  frequent  social  reunions  the  pioneers  who  are 
so  rapidly  leaving  us.  I  hope  your  meeting  and  society  will  be 
altogether  successful. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 


[ Unidentified .] 


June  13.  —  I  once  in  a  while  feel  as  if  I  might  be  called  away 
suddenly.  If  so,  I  want  all  of  my  boys  to  remember  as  my  last 
words  to  them:  Always  be  honest  in  both  deed  and  word;  and 
always  be  thoughtful,  considerate,  kind  in  your  treatment  of 
your  mother.  I  do  not  think  any  of  you  are  lacking  in  integrity 
or  goodness  to  your  mother,  but  I  mention  these  two  points  to 
impress  them  on  your  minds.  Don’t  forget  them  as  you  respect 
me,  and  as  you  wish  to  deserve  happiness,  —  and  to  deserve  it 
is  the  surest  way  to  have  it. 


Fremont,  Ohio,  June  13,  1875. 

My  Darling:  —  The  home  is  lonely  without  you.  In  short,  it 
is  no  home  at  all.  But  you’ll  soon  return  and  how  glad  we  will 
all  be.  . 

I  have  two  very  satisfactory  letters  this  morning.  One  from 
Nordhoff.  He  says  I  have  another  friend  on  the  Herald  — 
that  he  did  not  write  that  paragraph.  He  has  written  one  since 
which  has  not  yet  got  out  here.  The  other  from  Jacobi  on  the 
German  vote  in  Cincinnati.  He  gives  an  encouraging  account 
of  the  situation.  Judge  Jones  also  writes  a  long  and  good  letter. 
He  gives  you  credit  for  a  full  share  of  the  enthusiasm  of  the 
convention  in  my  behalf.  He  says.  “The  remark  was  heard  on 
every  hand  that  good  as  General  Hayes  was,  he  was  no  better 
than  his  wife.”  Now  there!! 
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Give  my  love  to  the  friends  where  you  are  and  remember  to 
come  home  when  you  can  to  those  who  love  you  “s’much.” 

As  ever, 

R. 

Mrs.  Hayes, 

Chillicothe. 

Private. 

Fremont,  Ohio,  June  14,  1875. 

My  dear  General:  —  I  write  you  again  so  soon  on  account 
of  an  editorial  in  the  Ironton  Journal  It  says:  “I  wrote  him 
[Taft],  went  to  see  him,  and  induced  him  to  be  a  candidate.” 
This  is  a  total  mistake.  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  After  he 
was  out  and  after  he  had  written  his  explicit  letter  to  Wheeler 
on  the  school  question,  I  thought  it  not  just  to  oppose  him  in 
the  way  it  was  done.  My  judgment  was  in  favor  of  Horton 
as  our  candidate.  Having  declined,  as  you  know,  at  an  early 
day,  I  did  not  wish  to  have  my  name  used  against  anybody.  I 
would  have  sent  the  same  dispatches  as  to  any  other  person, 
if  another  had  been  prominent. 

I  do  not  want  to  get  into  print  about  it.  The  sooner  we  drop 
all  discussion  as  to  matters  prior  to  the  convention  and  go  into 
the  fight  as  it  stands,  the  better.  Still  I  think  this  thing,  in  the 
quietest  way  possible,  ought  to  be  corrected  by  a  simple  statement 
of  the  truth.  If  you  think  the  inclosed  paragraph  would  do  it, 
and  see  no  reason  to  the  contrary,  you  may  request  the  editor 
to  insert  it.  Give  him  my  thanks  for  his  very  handsome  and 
graphic  account  of  this  thing,  and  for  his  hearty  support. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

[Unidentified.] 

[“The  inclosed  paragraph”  read  as  follows:  —  “In  a  former 
issue  we  said  in  relation  to  Governor  Hayes’  support  of  Tudge 
Taft,  that  ‘Hayes  wrote  to  him,  went  to  see  him,  and  induced 
him  to  let  his  name  come  before  the  convention.  Hayes  got 
Noyes  to  work  for  Taft  and  between  them  persuaded  the  latter 
to  consent.’  This  we  are  informed  is  altogether  a  mistake.  Gov¬ 
ernor  Hayes  had  nothing  to  do  with  bringing  out  Judge  Taft. 
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After  the  judge  wrote  his  explicit  letter  on  the  school  question, 
Governor  Hayes,  who  admired  the  judge  and  was  personally 
kindly  to  him,  expressed  the  hope  that  he  would  be  nominated 
and  refused  to  allow  his  name  to  be  used  against  the  judge,  but 
he  was  in  no  way  responsible  for  his  being  brought  out  a  can¬ 
didate.”] 

Private. 

Fremont,  Ohio,  June  14,  1875. 

Dear  Sir:  —  Your  note  and  the  newspaper  slip  came  duly. 
Both  show  you  to  possess  education  and  talents.  The  sketch 
of  your  history  is  interesting  and  is  well  calculated  to  enlist 
sympathy  in  your  behalf.  If  I  were  not  a  candidate,  it  is  alto¬ 
gether  possible  that  your  appeal  for  pecuniary  aid  would  be  favor¬ 
ably  considered.  But  a  little  reflection  will,  I  am  confident,  lead 
you  to  see  that  under  the  circumstances  it  is  altogether  out  of 
the  question.  Sound  men  of  all  parties  are  coming  to  the  con¬ 
clusion  that  the  use  of  money  by  candidates,  except  in  the 
recognized  public  way  for  legitimate  expenses,  is  a  great  evil 
that  ought  to  be  abated.  Believing  this  myself,  I  must  say  no, 
hoping  your  cool  judgment  will  approve  the  decision. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

W.  J.  Troy, 

Columbus,  Ohio. 

Fremont,  Ohio,  June  19,  1875. 

My  dear  W — :  —  I  am  in  receipt  of  yours  of  the  17th.  Glad 
to  see  you  are  prompt.  The  doings  of  the  17th  do  not  hurt. 
But  we  have  a  big  job.  It  can  be  done  with  work  and  we  may 
as  well  go  at  it.  I  will  come  down,  via  Newark,  Wednesday 
P.  M.  and  stop  at  General  Mitchell’s,  or  Platt’s.  Can’t  you  come 
out,  or  tell  Mitchell  when  I  can  see  you  Wednesday  evening? 
Please  see  General  Mitchell  and  tell  him  where  we  may  meet. 
Fix  to  suit  your  convenience.  I  will  remain  all  day  Thursday. 
No  public  demonstrations  —  no  meetings. 

Sincerely, 

1  9  * 


R.  B.  Hayes. 
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P.  S.  —  Why  not  begin  correspondence  for  speakers  at  once? 
Make  the  appeals  very  urgent. 

Captain  A.  T.  Wikoff, 

Columbus,  Ohio. 


Private  and  confidential. 


Fremont,  Ohio,  June  22,  1875. 

My  dear  Sir:  — A  personal  article,  in  the  Plain  Dealer  of 
Saturday,  on  me  is  wholly  untrue  in  both  of  its  branches.  I 
did  not  lobby  against,  or  in  any  way  oppose,  the  Cleveland  bill, 
and  I  did  not  receive  a  horse  for  that  or  any  other  service. 

I  am  not  personally  acquainted  with  the  Plain  Dealer  people, 
but  if  their  notions  of  partisan  warfare  allow  them  to  correct 
errors  in  such  cases,  I  can  satisfy  them  in  twenty  minutes  on 
this  head.  I  don  t  wish  to  trouble  you  with  my  affair,  but  if 
you  think  they  would  do  an  adversary  justice  in  such  a  case,  I 
will  call  to  see  them  when  next  in  Cleveland  —  say  the  last  of 
this  or  early  next  week. 

Sincerely, 


R.  B.  Hayes. 


P.  S.  —  Since  writing  I  have  seen  the  article  in  the  Plain 
Dealer  on  the  powder  bill.  It  is,  as  you  know,  altogether  untrue. 
I  did  not  lobby  at  all  on  the  powder  bill.  I  think  I  was  not  in 
Columbus  when  it  was  pending.  I  never  spoke  to  a  man  about  it. 
I  never  opposed  it  by  letter  or  otherwise.  You  wrote  me  a  letter, 
very  brief,  saying  you  were  apprehensive  that  in  the  excitement 
of  the  time  some  unjust  action  would  be  had  and  requesting  me 
to  write  to  the  member  from  this  county,  and  suggest  to  him  de¬ 
lay  until  all  could  be  heard.  This  is  the  substance.  I  wrote  a 
short  letter  to  the  member  from  this  county  —  a  Democrat  — a 
man  of  good  judgment.  I  did  not  oppose  any  bill.  I  suggested 
delay  and  consideration.  If  I  used  the  words  “dangerous  legis¬ 
lation,”  it  was  in  such  a  connection  as  to  show  that  I  did  not 
apply  it  to  any  particular  bill,  but  to  hasty  and  ill-considered 
action.  Mr.  Inman  replied  briefly  as  to  the  character  of  the  bill, 
and  I  did  not  oppose  it,  or  meddle  in  it  at  all.  There  was.  of 
course,  no  gift  of  a  horse,  or  anything  else  for  this  or  any  other 
service.  The  horse  I  bought  at  a  fair  price,  etc.,  etc. 
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Now  if  level-headed  men  think  the  thing  ought  to  be  noticed 
at  all,  the  foregoing  contains  the  material  for  editorial  denial  by 
our  Republican  press.  I  do  not  propose  to  rush  into  print. 

If  my  letter  is  the  basis,  as  it  is,  of  all  this,  our  friends  can 
safely  challenge  the  production  of  the  letter.  I  hope  they  have 
not  destroyed  it. 

Honorable  F.  W.  Green, 

Cleveland. 

Fremont,  Ohio,  June  22,  1875. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  1  have  been  shown  an  article  which  charges 
that  I  lobbied  against  the  Cleveland  powder  bill.  You  know 
this  is  untrue.  I  wrote  you  a  short  letter,  without  any  knowledge 
of  the  bill,  suggesting  delay  and  consideration,  etc.,  etc.  And 
after  I  got  your  letter  telling  me  what  zvas  proposed,  I  dropped 
the  subject.  It  may  be  proper  for  my  vindication  that  I  have 
the  letters,  or  copies,  that  I  wrote  to  you.  You  will  oblige  me 
by  sending  me  [them]  as  soon  as  convenient. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  B.  Inman, 

Scott  Township. 

Fremont,  Ohio,  June  28,  1875. 

My  dear  General:  —  I  thank  you  for  your  letter  of  the 
26th.  Our  contest  will  be  a  hard  one.  We  must  have  a  great 
deal  of  work  done  to  redeem  the  State.  Our  organization  must 
be  reconstructed,  and  meetings  held  everywhere.  Your  ideas 
as  to  our  true  policy  are  precisely  mine.  We  must  attack.  Their 
scheme  for  inflating  our  irredeemable  paper  currency  is  bad 
enough;  but  there  are  debtors  and  speculators  in  large  numbers 
in  Ohio  who  want  it.  They  are  not  all  Democrats.  We  shall  lose 
some  votes  on  this  question.  The  Catholic  question  is  also  in¬ 
teresting  the  people  very  much.  This  seems  to  be  thus  far  almost 
wholly  favorable. 

I  trust  you  zvill  make  your  arrangements  to  give  us  all  your 
time  until  the  election.  IVe  need  it. 

Sincerely, 

James  A.  Garfield.  R-  B.  Hayes. 
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Fremont,  Ohio,  June  29,  1875. 
My  dear  Sir:  —  I  am  glad  exceedingly  that  you  will  go  to 
Lawrence  County  [to  open  the  campaign  with  me].  There  are 
many  reasons  for  this.  It  would  please  me  and  aid  me  greatly 
if  you  could  go  with  me  to  the  other  early  meetings  in  that  region. 
The  tariff  and  finances  are  controlling  subjects  in  that  region. 
You  can  deal  with  them  better  than  any  other  man.  Since  1872 
I  have  been  so  completely  out  of  politics  that  I  feel  very  lame. 
I  have  never  seen  your  last  great  financial  measure  fixing  1879 
for  a  return  to  coin.  Can  you  send  it  to  me. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

P-  S.  We  will  go  together  from  Cincinnati  if  you  can. 
Honorable  John  Sherman. 


Fremont,  Ohio,  June  29,  1875. 

My  dear  Captain:  I  have  yours  of  the  26th  as  to  meetings 
and  speakers.  All  satisfactory.  But  I  hear  from  Sherman  that 
he  -will  go  with  me  to  Lawrence.  This  is  best.  I  have  written 
to  him  requesting  him  to  go  with  me  to  other  places  in  that 
region.  When  I  hear  I  will  let  you  know  his  decision. 

As  among  the  other  speakers  you  name,  when  Sherman  leaves 
me,  I  have  no  preference. 

Your  idea  of  following  Cary  with  Danforth  is  good.  I  go  to 
a  pioneer  meeting  at  Norwalk  [the]  30th;  to  Springfield  to  a 
centennial,  [the]  3d,  I  believe  it  is;  and  on  the  6th  to  [the] 
dedication  of  [the]  Soldiers’  Monument  at  Findlay.  Hands 
full,  you  see. 


Yours, 


A.  T.  WTkoff. 


R.  B.  Hayes. 


Fremont,  Ohio,  July  5,  1875. 

Dear  Sir:  — I  am  obliged  for  the  Globes.  I  expect  to  spend 
a  couple  of  days  in  Cincinnati  soon,  and  will  again  as  you  suggest 
meet  you  there  a  day  or  two  before  going  to  Ironton,  at  the 
hotel  you  fix.  I  shall  go  to  the  Gibson  House  this  time. 
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I  have  a  letter  from  Bundy,  who  is  disturbed  on  the  currency 
question.  Judge  Kelley  is  to  speak  on  finances  at  Youngstown 
the  ioth  on  invitation  of  the  iron  men.  Doubtless  there  are 
localities  where  our  position  on  [the]  currency  question  will  be 
damaging,  but  on  the  whole  it  must  help.  At  any  rate,  we  are 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  John  Sherman. 

Fremont,  Ohio,  July  7,  1875. 

Dear  Sir  :  —  I  regard  the  present  paper  currency  of  the  coun¬ 
try  as  a  good  currency  so  long  as  there  is  no  further  inflation, 
and  with  the  understanding  that  until  it  is  convertible  into  coin 
at  the  will  of  the  holder  its  volume  shall  not  be  increased. 
A  permanently  irredeemable  currency  I  look  upon  as  unsaie  and 
unstable.  I  do  not  write  this  for  publication.  The  public  will 
hear  from  me  in  due  time  in  explicit  terms. 

Sincerely, 

Rev.  H.  O.  Sheldon,  R.  B.  Hayes. 

Oberlin,  Ohio. 

Fremont,  Ohio,  July  8,  1875. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  I  am  asked  for  a  tract,  or  pamphlet  on  the 
Geghan  and  school  question  so  often  that  I  now  write  to  urge  you 
to  have  it  out  as  soon  as  money  can  get  it.  It  may  be  made  up  of 
extracts  from  Little’s  omnibus  pamphlet,  and  from  the  press,  and 
especially  from  the  Catholic  press.  A  mere  document  —  very 
little  fresh  matter  —  short  and  to  be  circulated  everywhere. 
Speak  to  Nash  about  it.  Don’t  delay.  Pay  for  it.  In  German 
and  English.  I  urge  you  not  to  allow  this  to  pass  unnoticed. 
Nothing  is  so  much  desired  and  needed. 

All  I  see  is  encouraging. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

P.  S.  —  Dr.  Byers  told  me  he  thought  of  getting  up  a  docu¬ 
ment  of  this  sort.  Let  it  be  done  soon. 


Captain  A.  T.  Wikoff. 
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Fremont,  Ohio,  July  io,  1875. 

My  dear  Major:  —  I  agree  with  you  that  we  ought  to  have 
Cary  so  followed.  Would  not  Gibson  be  the  right  man? 

You  suggest  an  important  topic,  but  I  fear  I  can’t  find  time 
to  work  it  up.  However,  we  must  not  let  them  select  the  topic. 
We  must  not  let  the  Catholic  question  drop  out  of  sight.  If  they 
do  not  speak  of  it,  we  must  attack  them  for  their  silence.  If 
they  discuss  it,  or  refer  to  it,  they  can’t  help  getting  into  trouble. 
We  can’t,  I  think,  do  better  than  to  stick  to  the  texts,  honest 
money,  and  no  sectarian  interference  with  the  schools. 

At  Findlay  I  saw  many  Republicans  from  the  country.  With¬ 
out  exception  they  were  most  interested  in  the  last. 

Sincerely, 

Major  W.  D.  Bickham,  Hayes. 

Dayton. 

Cincinnati,  Gibson  House,  July  12,  1875. 

My  Darling:  —  I  spent  Saturday  in  Toledo,  principally  with 
political  people.  The  mayor  and  a  few  of  his  German  friends 
talked  over  the  situation  fully  and  freely.  All  good. 

.  .  .  Politically  things  here  look  well.  I  breakfast  this 

morning  with  Nordhoff  at  Mrs.  Davis’.  He  is  expected  this 
morning  from  the  South. 

R. 

Mrs.  Hayes. 


July  18,  1875.  Sunday.  — June  and  July  thus  far  in  Ohio  have 
been  very  wet;  more  rain  than  in  the  same  period  for  some  years. 

I  am  now  crowded  with  wrork.  Getting  ready  for  the  canvass 
which  begins  the  3tst-  Correspondence,  business,  and  sickness 
in  mv  family. 


Fremont,  Ohio,  July  18,  1875. 
My  dear  Sir:  Yours  of  16th  at  hand,  also  the  pamphlets. 
I  think  it  would  be  a  good  idea  to  publish  it  also  in  parts.  One 
part,  so  much  as  relates  to  the  Geghan  bill  on  pages  4-7.  This 
maices  a  si  ill  shorter  book.  Don’t  fail  to  print  such  part  sep- 
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arately  with  an  appropriate  heading  connecting  the  Democrats 
and  Catholics  in  the  matter. 

My  youngest  boy  has  taken  the  scarlet  fever  from  his  sister, 
and  we  are  now  all  occupied  with  this.  We  hope  it  will  be  mild 
with  him  also. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Captain  A.  T.  Wikoff. 

Fremont,  Ohio,  July  19,  1875. 

My  dear  General  :  —  Your  letter  will  help  me.  You  need  not 
be  surprised  if,  during  the  canvass,  you  see  your  illustrations 
in  my  “efforts.”  ...  I  am  now  trying  to  cook  up  an  opening 
speech,  but  am  not  likely  to  do  well. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

General  M.  F.  Force. 

Fremont,  Ohio,  July  19,  1875. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  Will  you  get  Little  Or  Nash  to  inform  me  as 
to  the  chaplain  in  the  Ohio  Penitentiary.  Does  he  draw  his 
salary?  Do  the  Democratic  directors  and  warden  understand 
that  he  is  entitled  to  it?  I  suppose  he  is  but  the  Catholic  Tele¬ 
graph  questions  it.  Was  it  understood  when  it  was  passed  that 
it  touched  this  question? 

I  suggest  that  you  continue  to  issue  tracts  on  the  school, 
Geghan,  etc.,  question.  I  would  shorten  them  to  four  pages  for 
greater  convenience.  Do  not  hesitate  about  this.  What  is  said 
on  the  Geghan  Bill  in  your  former  tract,  under  the  headings 
“The  Geghan  Bill”  and  “What  the  people  thought  of  it,”  would 
do  well  for  one  issue.  There  is  an  article  in  the  last  Harper’s 
Weekly,  etc.,  etc. 

By  reason  of  my  child’s  sickness  with  scarlet  fever  requiring 
constant  attention,  I  may  not  be  able  to  get  a  speech  ready  so 
as  to  send  the  press  advance  copies.  If  so  I  will  notify  you  and 
let  it  be  generally  known  next  week. 

Sincerely, 


R.  B.  Hayes. 
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P-  S.  Can  t  you  send  your  tracts  to  all  of  our  meetings  to 
be  distributed  there  by  the  committees?  Is  it  not  a  good  idea? 

Captain  A.  T.  Wikoff. 


Fremont,  Ohio,  July  20,  1875. 

My  dear  Major: —  ...  It  now  looks  as  if  the  Democrats 
meant  to  go  hard  money  with  Thurman  in  certain  localities,  soft 
money  with  Cary  in  others,  and  all  mixed  up  with  Allen,  etc., 
and  in  the  State  at  large. 

The  Catholic  question,  as  I  see  it,  still  grows.  I  may  be  wrong, 
but  so  it  appears  to 


Sincerely 

Major  W.  D.  Bickham, 
Dayton. 


R.  B.  Hayes. 


Fremont,  Ohio,  July  27,  1875. 

My  Dear  Guy:  I  send  you  a  copy  of  my  campaign  speech 
to  be  delivered  next  Saturday.  It  was  prepared  under  great 
difficulties.  Two  of  my  children  were  down  with  scarlet  fever 
One  is  still  in  bed  but  we  hope  slowly  recovering. 

Thinking  of  you  I  put  in  a  word  about  Texas.  As  to  Southern 
affairs  the  let-alone  policy  seems  now  to  be  the  true  course ; 
at  any  rate  nothing  but  good-will  now  exists  towards  you.  The 
future  depends  largely  on  the  moderation  and  good  sense  of 
Southern  men  in  the  next  House  of  Representatives.  If  they 
are  like  Lamar,  of  Mississippi,  all  will  be  well.  If  like  Preston, 
of  Virginia,  all  will  be  “fuss  and  fury”  for  a  time.  But  I  think 
we  are  one  people  at  last  for  all  time. 

As  ever, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Guy  M.  Bryan, 

T  ex as. 

Fremont,  Ohio,  Wednesday,  July  28,  1875. 

Dear  Colonel:  —  I  start  via  Toledo  by  night  train  to  Cincin¬ 
nati,  expecting  to  leave  Cincinnati  by  boat  4  P.  M.  tomorrow 
for  Ironton.  This  gives  ample  time  to  reach  Marion,  etc.,  etc. 


CANVASS  FOR  GOVERNOR  — 1875 


287 


The  boy  is  still  in  bed  but  so  improved  that  I  feel  it  is  proper 
to  leave  home. 

You  had  better  send  out  your  documents  as  fast  as  possible 
and  have  the  distribution  well  done.  But  this  you  are  doing. 
The  short  documents  on  the  different  phases  of  the  school  ques¬ 
tion  are  the  most  effective,  I  have  no  doubt. 

Judge  Taft  at  Chillicothe  will  do  good  I  am  sure. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Colonel  A.  T.  Wikoff. 

Ironton,  Sunday  A.  M.,  August  i,  1875. 

My  Darling:  —  We  have  had  a  wonderful  meeting  at  Marion 
in  the  mud  and  rain,  and  a  beautiful  and  successful  meeting 
here.  We,  Sherman  and  I,  went  out  to  Marion  Friday  night. 
It  is  a  village  twice  the  size  of  Ballville  —  no  more.  Already 
more  people  had  gathered  than  at  the  Democratic  meeting. 
Cannon,  hauled  by  soldiers  sixteen  miles  in  the  mud  and  rain,  a 
band  ditto,  glee  club,  and  solid  farmers.  The  country  is  all 
afloat.  One  and  three-tenths  inches  [of  rain]  fell  that  night.  At 
daylight  they  began  to  come.  The  Times  ought  to  have  it  all, 
or  nearly  all.  Several  hundred  of  Fifth  Virginia,  Second  Vir¬ 
ginia,  etc.,  etc.,  filed  into  my  room  and  such  a  hand-shaking  I 
never  had  before.  No  speech  was  finished.  Rain,  rain  and  mud, 
mud,  but  it  was  jolly.  Processions,  ten  or  twelve,  came  from 
ten  to  fifteen  miles.  Old  men  called  it  1840.  I  came  into  town 
[Ironton]  covered  with  mud  and  teaed  with  Mrs.  Enochs.  Am 
now  at  the  finest  home,  Hiram  Campbell’s,  where  I  stopped  in 
1867.  .  .  . 

We  have  had  the  finest  possible  send-off.  A  Hayes  Club  in 
every  ward  and  township.  —  I  go  to  Portsmouth  for  tomorrow 
evening. 

1  P.  M.  —  At  Presbyterian  Church  with  Mrs.  Campbell  and 
daughter.  The  preacher  was  an  old  college  friend,  a  much 
valued  man  —  Calhoun.  Saw  Major  Carey  of  Twenty-third  at 
church.  . 
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Portsmouth,  Monday,  August  2.  n  A.  M.  —  Just  arrived 
here  in  good  condition  and  prospects  good. 

S’much. 

Mrs.  Hayes.  R.  B.  H. 


Portsmouth,  August  j.  —  Had  a  fine  meeting.  Numbers,  en¬ 
thusiasm,  and  other  cheering  indications.  Nothing  better  since 
1866,  certainly.  It  is  like  a  Presidential  year.  Judge  Town, 
Colonel  Coats,  Captain  Gibbs,  [and]  Mr.  Dene,  the  active  men. 
With  McFarland,  Judge  Thompson,  etc.,  to  General  Kinney’s 
sightly  place.  Saw  his  deer  park  and  curiosities  gathered  from 
the  trip  immortalized  as  “Innocents  Abroad.” 

Beaver,  August  4.  —  Left  Portsmouth  yesterday  with  Mr. 
J.  Q.  Gibson  and  Loomis  in  a  carriage  via  Valley  Pike  to  Pike- 
ton.  Floods  destroying  corn  by  the  thousand  acres.  No  meeting 
deemed  best  at  Piketon,  but  in  the  afternoon  so  many  came  in, 
notwithstanding  the  floods,  that  we  had  a  good  meeting  in  the  old 
court-house.  Then  by  carriage  here,  ten  miles. 

Genterton  [Centerville],  Gallia  County,  at  Mr.  Beaman’s. 
August  3,  18/3.  —  Came  from  Jackson  last  evening  with  Mr. 
Beaman,  also  Judge  Lawrence  and  Fursey.  A  good  meeting 
here  last  night,  also  at  Jackson  P.  M. 

August  6.  Friday,  8:30  A.  M.  —  Steamer  Chesapeake  with 
Judge  Lawrence.  A  good  meeting  yesterday  at  Gallipolis.  The 
only  meeting  not  so  good  (yet)  as  it  should  be  was  at  Jackson. 
A  long  procession  under  Colonel  Cadot  came  out  to  meet  us  to¬ 
wards  Centerton.  Stayed  at  Esquire  Perry’s;  saw  Nash,  etc., 
etc.  Left  Gallipolis  last  night  at  12  midnight.  The  meeting  at 
Pomeroy,  fixed  for  today,  postponed  because  of  the  flood.  Passed 
at  daylight  Pomeroy  and  Middleport;  saw  the  mayor,  young 
Horton,  etc.,  etc.  We  are  now  trying  to  reach  Athens  via 
Parkersburg. 


Parkersburg,  West  Virginia,  August  7,  1875. 
Dear  Colonel  :  —  Lawrence  speaks  so  effectively  that  he  can 
run  a  line  of  meetings  alone  or  any  way.  Keep  him  at  work. 
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Tell  people  to  advertise  by  posters  and  especially  in  county 
paper.  Jackson  meeting  not  so  good  for  want  of  this.  Gallipolis 
and  Centerton  meetings  in  Gallia  both  very  large.  We  go  to 
Athens  immediately. 

Hayes. 

Colonel  A.  T.  Wikoff. 

Parkersburg,  West  Virginia,  August  7,  [1875]. 

Darling:  —  We  go  this  morning  to  Athens.  Came  this  way 
as  the  only  chance.  Pomeroy  under  water  and  no  meeting  yes¬ 
terday.  A  fine  large  meeting  at  Gallipolis  in  spite  of  flood. 
Shook  hands  with  two  hundred  and  six  colored  voters  of  a 
Hayes  Club,  and  lots  of  their  wives,  etc.,  also  a  host  of  others. 
All  looks  encouraging.  Got  a  slight  cold,  but  on  the  whole  well. 

Athens,  7th,  10  A.  M.  —  I  get  two  letters  here.  .  .  .  We 

have  had  great  meetings  except  when  the  floods  have  prevented. 

H. 

Mrs.  Hayes. 


Athens,  Lunatic  Asylum,  Sunday,  August  8,  1875.  —  Came 
over  after  meeting  last  night  with  Dr.  Gundry  to  this  new  in¬ 
stitution.  Yesterday  from  Parkersburg  to  Athens  by  10  A.  M. 
Found  the  meeting  not  advertised  on  account  of  the  flood,  ex¬ 
cept  in  a  limited  way.  A  small  meeting.  Made  a  sober,  strong, 
but  dull  speech.  In  the  evening  Judge  Lawrence  did  much  better. 
There  is  also  difficulty  on  the  representative  nomination.  The 
outlook  here  is  not  bright.  I  think  it  will  heal.  The  Enquirer 
prints  Colonel  Burns’  handsome  note  in  issue  of  7th.  (This  at 
6  A.  M.) 


Athens,  Sunday  A.  M.,  August  8,  1875. 

My  dear  Colonel:  —  Our  meetings  here,  owing  chiefly  to  the 
flood,  lack  of  notice,  etc.,  etc.,  were  poor.  There  is  still  a  sour 
feeling  over  local  troubles.  But  it  needs  attention.  A  good 
meeting  with  a  popular  speaker  three  or  four  weeks  or  more 
hence  will,  I  think,  straighten  all. 

19 
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A  cold  makes  me  dull.  It  will  soon  wear  off  no  doubt,  but  you 
must  see  that  my  colleague  is  always  on  hand.  Lawrence  made 
a  capital  speech  at  the  evening  meeting.  Keep  him  at  work. 

I  have  read  the  Mansfield  letter  again.  Why  not  ask  him  to 
prepare  the  little  pamphlet  on  the  Catholic  and  school  question? 
I  would  unite  in  his  suggestions.  Think  of  it.  No  time  is  to  be 
lost.  Here,  as  elsewhere,  they  tell  me  that  is  the  topic  people 
want  to  hear  about. 


Colonel  A.  T.  Wikoff. 

Caldwell,  August  n,  1875. 

Dear  Colonel: —  The  meetings  here  and  at  Marietta  were 
good  —  not  very  large  —  but  under  the  circumstances  satisfac¬ 
tory.  In  both  counties  the  prospect  is  encouraging.  Dalzell  will 
run  rather  ahead  and  is  quite  sure  to  be  elected.  I  go  via 
Cambridge  to  Zanesville  today. 

The  Toledo  meeting,  August  21,  you  must  quietly  drop  unless 
it  is  extremely  difficult.  Can’t  get  home  that  night  or  next  day. 
Toledo  is  one  of  my  homes;  it  is  too  early,  and  I  now  see  the 
run  of  the  canvass.  It  is  not  necessary  to  overwork  me.  Let 
me  off  easily.  Mansfield  is  right.  We  win  or  lose  on  the 
circulation  of  the  document,  or  such  documents  as  he  spoke  of. 

Get  me  out  of  the  Toledo  meeting  and  as  many  others  as  you 
can. 

Hayes. 

Colonel  A.  T.  Wikoff. 


Cambridge,  August  12,  1875. 

My  dear  Webb  :  —  .  .  .  We  had  a  good  meeting  last  night 

at  Zanesville.  Generally  the  outlook  is  favorable.  Mr.  Eggleston 
is  with  me.  I  am  to  be  at  home,  as  I  understand  arrangements, 
about  the  last  of  next  week.  Perhaps  it  would  please  Birch  to 
take  a  tour  with  me.  If  so,  let  him  be  ready  to  join  me  for  a 
week  or  so  when  I  get  around  home. 

I  am  having  a  comfortable  time.  My  health  and  voice  hold  out 
well.  Nothing  but  the  taking  a  bad  cold,  of  which  there  is  al- 
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ways  some  danger,  is  likely  to  prevent  me  from  getting  through 
with  this  job  pretty  well.  . 

Affectionately, 

H. 

Webb  C.  Hayes. 


Belleair,  August  14,  1875. 

My  Darling  :  —  1  spoke  twice  yesterday  at  good  meetings  in 
the  open  air.  ...  I  stand  it  well.  My  speaking  is  irregular. 
Sometimes  quite  good,  sometimes  not,  but  generally  will  do.  It 
will  be  good  to  be  with  you  again.  I  am  too  far  along  in  ex¬ 
perience  and  years  both  for  this  business.  I  do  not  go  into  [it] 
with  the  zest  of  old  times.  Races,  baseball,  and  politics  are  for 
the  youngsters.  .  .  . 

As  ever, 


H. 


Mrs.  Hayes. 


August  jj.  Sunday.  Mount  Pleasant,  Jefferson  County.  —  At 
Dr.  J.  T.  Updegraff’s.  A  good  meeting  at  Steubenville  yesterday ; 
Judge  Miller,  president.  Saw  Mrs.  Webster.  Mr.  Eggleston 
left  me  there.  Came  over  with  Dr.  Updegraff,  fourteen  miles 
south  to  Short  Creek  and  six  miles  out  here  by  buggy  and  team. 
Lovely  scenes  of  mountains,  etc.  Gill  and  others  called.  Talked 
from  the  steps  a  moment  only. 

Today  at  Friends’  Church;  four  ladies  and  four  gentlemen, 
spoke,  etc.,  one  and  one-half  hours,  as  at  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  class  or  experience  meetings.  A  famous  old  antislavery 
town.  Home  of  Lundy  and  of  a  host  of  famous  people. 

August  17,  1875.  Massillon.  —  From  Mount  Pleasant  with 
Dr.  Updegraff  to  Cadiz,  16th  A.  M.  Spoke  to  a  good  crowd 
in  front  of  the  court-house  at  1 130  P.  M.  By  railroad  to 
Ulrichsville.  A  spontaneous  [meeting]  at  Ulrichsville.  A 
good  meeting  and  a  speech  from  a  drygoods  box  in  front  of 
Birney  House  at  night.  This  A.  M.  here  via  New  Philadelphia, 
etc.  An  express  wagon  to  the  hotel. 
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August  i8,  1875.  —  At  New  Milan  5:30  A.  M.,  ready  to  go  to 
Medina.  We  had  a  magnificent  meeting  last  night  in  the  Opera 
House  [at  Massillon].  Delegations  and  bands  from  Canton,  Al¬ 
liance,  etc.  Tea  with  Mr.  Wales.  Colonel  Grosvenor,  of  Mis¬ 
souri,  sick,  a  bright  handsome  man.  McKinley  here.  Feeling 
good.  Prospects  ditto. 


Fremont,  August  22,  1875. 

My  dear  Colonel:  —  The  programme  for  meetings  received 
in  the  daily  Journal  last  night  is  all  right  as  far  as  I  am  con¬ 
cerned. 

We  have  had  encouraging  meetings,  in  the  main,  so  far.  Nor¬ 
walk  was  not  good.  It  is  a  mistake  for  the  local  committee  to 
get  up  a  night  meeting  after  a  day  meeting  in  the  same  town. 
The  town  people  neglect  the  day  meeting,  the  country  people  the 
night  meeting,  and  thus  both  suffer. 

Williams  County  was  like  Gallia  and  Lawrence  —  wide-awake. 
A  Granger  of  note  told  me  our  meeting  would  have  had  the 
same  attendance  without  the  Grange.  It  was  very  large. 

Dalzell  is  nervous  about  the  Reunion.  Thinks  Allen  and  Com¬ 
pany  will  be  there  and  capture  it.  Perhaps  it  would  be  best  to 
send  some  of  our  best  soldiers  and  speakers  to  represent  us. 
Can’t  Noyes,  Gibson,  Young,  Grosvenor,  Keifer,  etc.,  etc.,  or 
some  of  them  go?  Try  to  see  that  we  are  represented.  Noyes 
or  Gibson,  either,  would  do  splendidly,  and  spike  the  enemy's 
guns. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Can  you  manage  to  send  to  me  here,  any  time,  a  complete  set 
of  campaign  documents  on  both  sides  —  Democrat  and  Repub¬ 
lican  ? 

Colonel  A.  T.  Wikoff. 


[Throughout  September  and  till  the  election,  Hayes  was  con¬ 
tinuously  in  the  campaign,  speaking  nearly  every  day,  and  often 
more  than  once,  in  all  parts  of  Ohio,  and  everywhere  to  lar;;c 
audiences.  The  Diary  is  silent  and  letters  few  and  brief.] 


ALLEN  G.  THURMAN 
WILLIAM  ALLEN  GEORGE  H.  PENDLETON 


GUBERNATORIAL  CANDIDATES  DEFEATED  BY  RUTHERFORD  B.  HAYES 
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Fremont,  Ohio,  September  12,  1875. 
Dear  Nash  :  —  I  will  telegraph  you  in  the  morning  to  do  as 
you  think  best  about  the  appointments.  I  will  be  content  with 
your  arrangements. 

I  am  disappointed  in  my  money  arrangements  here.  My  ab¬ 
sence  has  turned  me  financially  topsy-turvy  for  the  present.  No 
permanent  loss,  but  delay.  I  can’t  now  respond  to  your  calls,  so 
don’t  make  any,  but  push  for  funds  East  or  somewhere.  Nothing 
but  inflation  will  relieve  me  for  the  next  few  months! 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes 

P.  S.  —  An  absurd  “tissue  of  falsehoods”  leads  me  to  say  I 
voted  every  time  against  and  not  for  the  salary  increase  of  1866. 
I  was  elected  the  first  election  after  its  passage  by  a  large  ma¬ 
jority  —  and  in  the  same  district  in  1867  received  a  large  majority 
for  governor.  To  say  I  am  a  “grabber”  is  a  foolish  falsehood. 
But  I  deny  nothing.  I  leave  the  facts  to  friends.  —  H. 

Youngstown,  Ohio,  September  20,  1875. 
Dear  Colonel:  —  Glad  to  know  by  your  dispatch  that  Mr. 
Schurz  will  give  us  nine  speeches.  It  will  be  of  great  importance. 

1  would  suggest  that  you  consider  Toledo,  Sandusky,  Akron, 
and  Cleveland  as  among  the  points.  Here  there  is  still  a  large 
defection  of  Republicans.  People  [are]  carried  off  by  the  cry  of 
hard  times  to  be  relieved  by  inflation.  Allen  helped  us  here. 
But  it  is  bad  enough  yet.  I  think  we  are  gaining.  —  I  go  to 
Canfield  this  morning. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

P.  S.  —  Our  meeting  here  was  an  exceedingly  fine  one. 
Colonel  A.  T.  Wikoff. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  September  27,  1875. 
My  Darling  :  —  Sitting  at  Laura’s  desk  in  the  pleasant  library, 
before  breakfast,  with  a  lovely  bright  morning  outside,  I  think 
of  home  and  wish  you  were  here  or  I  there. 

2  0  * 
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Only  two  weeks  more  of  this  work !  I  have  had  a  good  time 
the  last  week.  The  great  Warren  meeting  will  stand  as  the 
greatest  meeting  on  the  Western  Reserve;  1840  and  1863  were 
both  eclipsed.  There  I  staid  with  Senator  Jones.  He  and  his 
wife  and  the  little  folks  are  delightful  people. 

_  Twenty-thirders  at  Ashland,  and  others,  made  that  a  happy 
time.  At  Mount  Vernon  I  spent  the  night  out  on  Mr.  Delano’s 
farm.  Mrs.  Delano  seems  happy  as  the  manager  of  a  large 
household  and  will  enjoy  their  fine  place  and  her  grandchildren 
far  more  than  Washington. 

^  I  speak  here  tonight  and  then  go  via  Circleville,  etc.,  etc.,  to 
Cincinnati,  staying  there  next  Sunday.  After  that  a  week  more, 
and  home!  How  I  long  for  it!  On  the  whole  the  canvass  must 
be  put  down  as  a  pleasant  one.  But  I  am  eight  or  ten  years  too 
old  and  wise  to  fail  to  see  the  other  side  of  the  shield. 

It  is  thought  that  Governor  Woodford  will  speak  in  Fremont 
the  night  before  the  election.  He  suggests  that  it  is  the  usage 
to  have  a  meeting  at  the  residence  of  the  candidate  for  speakers 
from  abroad.  If  this  is  done,  of  course  we  ought  to  entertain 
Governor  Woodford.  .  .  . 

Affectionately, 

R. 

Mrs.  Hayes. 

Toledo,  October  7,  1875. 

My  Darling:  —  I  have  letters  from  Webb  and  Birch  and  am 
glad  to  hear  of  your  welfare.  I  begin  to  feel  nearly  free  again. 
This  morning  I  go  to  Wauseon  and  Napoleon.  Will  leave 
Napoleon  tomorrow  morning  and  expect  to  pass  Fremont  in  the 
noon  train  Friday,  that  is  tomorrow,  to  speak  at  Milan  that  day 
or  evening,  and  Saturday  at  Elyria,  in  the  evening  at  Oberlin, 
and  I  hope  to  get  home  in  the  10  or  11  o’clock  night  train  that 
night.  The  topics  have  got  to  be  dull  to  me,  and  I  am  not  now 
speaking  my  best.  My  health  is  good.  Occasional  colds  make 
me  a  little  hoarse,  but  on  the  whole  I  am  doing  well. 

...  If  you  or  either  of  the  boys  wish  to  go  on  with  me 
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[tomorrow]  all  right.  But  at  any  rate  we  are  soon  together 
again,  and  that  will  be  a  happiness  to 

Yours  affectionately, 


R. 


Mrs.  Hayes. 


October  12,  1875.  —  Election  day!  The  weather  is  perfect 
Spiegel  Grove,  my  home,  never  looked  so  beautiful  before.  I 
am  as  nearly  indifferent,  on  personal  grounds,  to  the  result  of 
this  day  as  it  is  possible  to  be.  I  prefer  success.  But  I  anticipate 
defeat  with  very  great  equanimity.  If  victorious,  I  am  likely 
to  be  pushed  for  the  Republican  nomination  for  President. 
This  would  make  my  life  a  disturbed  and  troubled  one  until 
the  nomination,  six  or  eight  months  hence.  If  nominated,  the 
stir  would  last  until  November  a  year  hence.  Defeat  in  the  next 
Presidential  election  is  almost  a  certainty.  In  any  event,  defeat 
now  returns  me  to  the  quiet  life  I  sought  in  coming  here. 

The  large  considerations  of  country,  patriotism,  and  principle 
find  little  place  in  a  deliberation  on  this  question.  The  march 
of  events  will  carry  us  safely  beyond  the  dangers  of  the  present 
questions. 

October  17,  1875.  —  Elected.  A  pleasant  serenade  from  my 
neighbors ;  a  day  of  doubt  and  anxiety  as  to  the  result.  It  looked 
on  Thursday  as  if  the  Democrats  were  bent  on  counting  me  out. 
All  right,  however.  Now  come  papers  from  all  the  country 
counties  urging  me  for  the  Presidential  nomination.  Such  as 
the  following  list:  —  Cincinnati  Times,  Toledo  Blade,  Dayton 
Journal,  Springfield  Republic ,  Ashtabula  Sentinel,  Fremont 
Journal,  Kenton  Republican,  Bellefontaine  Republican,  Clinton 
Republican,  Pickaway  Herald  and  Union. 


CHAPTER  XXXII 

THIRD  TERM  GOVERNOR - NOMINATED  FOR  PRESIDENT 

BY  NATIONAL  REPUBLICAN  CONVENTION  - 

FEBRUARY-JUNE  1876 

T^remont,  Ohio,  October  31,  1875.  —  Returned  from  a  pleas- 
i-  ant  tour  of  stumping  with  Governor  Hartranft  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  At  the  great  meeting  in  Philadelphia  —  a  procession 
rather  in  honor  of  our  Ohio  victory  —  on  the  21st,  I  rode  in 
[a]  carriage  with  Governor  Dix  [of  New  York]  and  Governor 
Haitranft.  [On  the]  22nd,  spoke  with  Governor  Hartranft  in 
fine  hall  of  Columbia,  in  Lancaster  County. 


[In  the  next  few  days  Hayes  spoke  with  Governor  Hartranft 
at  Marietta,  Mount  Joy,  Bethlehem,  Sitzit,  Ephard,  Lancaster, 
Easton,  Allentown,  Reading,  Bellefonte,  Johnstown,  Franklin, 
and  Oil  City.  Everywhere  he  received  much  attention  and 
spoke  to  large  throngs  and  with  great  effect,  as  contemporary 
accounts  show.  On  more  than  one  occasion  mention  was  made 
in  his  presence  of  the  likelihood  of  his  nomination  for  the 
Presidency  in  the  following  year.  Sunday,  October  24,  he  was 
entertained  at  the  governor’s  mansion  in  Harrisburg  and  with 
the  governor,  Senator  Cameron,  and  Don  Cameron  visited  the 
home  of  Don  Cameron.] 


Fremont,  Ohio,  November  1,  1875. 

My  Dear  Guy  :  —  Thanks  for  your  kind  note.  I  can  agree 
v  ithout  qualification  to  all  you  say.  I  was  so  hurried  to  make 
my  canvass  complete  that  I  had  no  time  to  prepare  speeches 
after  the  first.  It  was  my  poorest,  or  one  of  the  poorest.  But 
on  the  subject  of  the  points  in  your  letter,  there  was  nothing 
different  from  the  one  you  saw.  Indeed,  the  last  forty  speeches 
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were  almost  exclusively  on  the  two  questions  —  the  money  and 
the  schools  or  Catholics. 

My  family  are  all  well.  Birch  is  at  the  law  school  in  Cam¬ 
bridge.  Rud  is  at  [the]  Agricultural  College  of  Michigan  neat 
Old  Trow’s  [Trowbridge’s]  home.  Webb  is  at  home  running 
our  place. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Guy  M.  Bryan, 

T  exas. 


Fremont,  Ohio,  November  2,  1875. 

My  dear  General:  —  Thanks  for  your  letter  of  the  18th  ult. 
It  came  during  my  absence  in  Pennsylvania.  At  first  I  declined 
to  go,  but  they  were  So  urgent  that  it  would  seem  [have  seemed] 
churlish  to  refuse,  and  I  yielded. 

I  can’t  realize  the  “after-point”  [after-fruit].  There  is 
enough  of  it  [the  possibility  of  obtaining  the  nomination  for 
the  Presidency  in  1876]  brought  to  my  notice  in  a  multitude 
of  ways  to  make  me  think  of  it.  I  heard  but  little  of  it  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  It  will  perhaps  die  out  with  the  subsidence  of  the 
interest  in  the  recent  election.  In  any  event,  I  mean  not  to  mix 
in  it,  or  heed  it ;  to  go  right  along  as  if  no  such  talk  existed. 

I  would  particularly  enjoy  meeting  Mr.  Horton  at  your 
house,  and  would  push  aside  ordinary  matters  to  do  it,  but  al¬ 
most  four  months  of  absence  has  piled  up  work  which  I  can’t 
leave. 

I  feel  as  you  do  that  the  future  success  of  the  Republicans 
in  Ohio  and  the  Nation  is  exceedingly  doubtful,  with  the  pros¬ 
pects  of  a  national  victory  rather  against  us. 

We  are  all  in  our  usual  health.  If,  at  any  time  the  next  six 
weeks,  you  can  run  up  here  with  your  wife,  it  will  be  a  happi¬ 
ness  to  us. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

General  M.  F.  Force, 

Cincinnati. 
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November  j. —  Dispatch  from  Governor  Hartranft,  fifteen  to 
twenty  thousand  majority ! 

Adversaries  have  said  of  me  more  good  things  than  I  deserve. 
For  example:  V allandigham,  October,  1867,  in  Cincinnati  Com¬ 
mercial —  jollification  at  Hamilton  soon  after  election;  Thurmm, 
in  Senate  after  Pendleton’s  defeat,  1869;  Colonel  Burns, 
letter  in  Enquirer,  after  Thurman’s  speech  at  Mansfield,  1875; 
Governor  Allen,  at  Findlay,  July  6,  1875,  and  at  Chillicothe  after 
his  defeat,  and  June  10,  1875;  [the  Cincinnati]  Enquirer  on 
my  nomination,  June,  1875. 

November  15,  1875.  —  Birchard  went  to  the  law  school  at  Cam¬ 
bridge  about  the  middle  of  October.  Ruddy  is  at  home  from 
the  Agricultural  School  of  Michigan.  Webb,  done  with  Cornell, 
is  running  the  business  and  stock  at  home. 

In  a  biography  of  Seward,  it  is  said  of  him :  (‘He  was  not  a 
scholar,  but  he  had  scholarly  tastes  and  aptitudes This  is  my 
case. 


Fremont,  Ohio,  December  17,  1875. 

My  Darling:  —  A  doleful  and  lonely  house  this  bright  cold 
morning.  Winnie  was  packed  by  Mary  the  day  before,  and  yes¬ 
terday  morning  we  got  her  off  about  half-clothed  —  shoes  in 
her  hand  —  pocket-book  mislaid,  etc.,  but  in  good  condition  for 
her.  Fanny  will  not  be  able  to  stand  this  a  great  while.  She 
looks  very  wistful  and  quiet.  .  .  .  The  pipes  are  not 
frozen  yet. 

We  had  an  irruption  of  Western  Reserve  office-hunters  in 
the  storm  last  night.  Sent  them  off  in  good  humor,  if  not 
happy. 

Webb  is  now  down  trying  to  make  coffee.  He  thinks  he  will 
fail  miserably,  but  I  encourage  him,  and  am  not  without  hope. 

•  •  • 

Love  and  anxious  longing  for  your  return. 

Affectionately, 


Mrs.  Hayes. 


R.  B.  H. 
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Fremont,  Ohio,  December  22,  1875. 

My  Dear  Guy  :  —  Your  kind  letter  of  [the]  13th  is  before  me. 
Your  views  on  public  questions,  I  can  subscribe  to  without  im¬ 
portant  qualifications.  But  this  candidacy  business,  I  feel  is 
another  thing.  I  do  not  feel  like  severely  censuring  men  of 
commanding  position,  who  have  rendered  large  services,  who 
seek  or  seem  to  seek  the  Presidency.  Our  greatest  statesmen 
have  committed  that  mistake.  But  for  others,  for  mere  avail¬ 
abilities,  to  do  it  is  unpardonable.  My  rule  as  governor  was  to 
obey  the  Eleventh  Commandment  to  the  letter.  I  never  alluded 
even  to  general  politics  except  when  my  State  was  to  act  on  an 
amendment  to  the  National  Constitution.  To  depart  now  would 
be  a  mistake.  On  the  proposed  Constitutional  Amendment  of 
Blaine,  I  might  properly  speak. 

A  sty  on  one  of  my  eyelids  prevents  me  from  writing  with 
comfort.  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  you.  I  know  your  sound¬ 
ness  and  friendship  —  if  this  thing  becomes  practical  —  will  be 
of  great  value.  The  more  I  think  of  it,  the  less  I  desire  it.  In 
any  event,  I  must  be  passive. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 


Guy  M.  Bryan, 
Galveston. 


Jaxmuvry  1,  1876.  —  Yesterday  and  today  the  warmest  winter 
days  remembered  in  this  climate.  Seventy  degrees  in  the  shade ! 
Sun  bright  and  clear  and  spring-like.  .  .  .  I  go  to  Colum¬ 

bus  to  assume  the  governor’s  office  soon ;  leave  here  the  fourth. 

Columbus,  January  13,  1876.  —  Inaugurated  governor  third 
time  on  the  10th,  Monday.  .  .  .  The  weather  cold  and 

windy,  but  bright.  A  handsome  display  of  military.  I  speak  of 
inauguration  day.  Governor  Allen  and  I  rode  together.  He  is 
aged  out  full  of  spirits  and  vim.  Talked  cheerfully  and  well. 
It  all  passed  off  pleasantly.  Winnie,  Rud,  and  Scott  returned  to¬ 
day  to  Fremont. 
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Columbus,  January  15,  1876. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  I  shall  in  a  few  days  send  in  the  nominations 
for  the  judicial  commission.  It  was  my  preference  to  put  your 
name  on  the  list.  There  has,  however,  been  developed  a  divi¬ 
sion  of  sentiment  on  the  subject  so  strong  in  your  part  of  the 
State,  that  I  have  decided  not  to  appoint  any  one  in  that  quarter. 
I  regret  this  on  many  accounts,  and  especially  because  of  the 
disappointment  of  your  wishes.  Hoping  that  you  will  appreciate 
the  situation,  and  my  motives,  I  remain, 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  L.  C.  Jones, 

Warren,  Ohio. 


Columbus,  January  27,  1876. 

My  dear  General:  —  I  have  your  note  of  yesterday.  The 
office  of  librarian  is  not  to  be  vacant  until  a  year  from  next 
spring. 

You  remember  that  if  the  Soldiers’  and  Sailors’  Orphans’ 
Home  is  reorganized,  a  head  for  that  is  to  be  found.  Do  not 
the  same  qualities  count  there  as  in  the  one  named?  In  a  quiet 
way  you  can  speak  of  that,  and  apply  the  facts  you  get  to  the 
analogous  case.  I  have  a  reply  like  yours  from  Matthews  also. 
“Help”  I  may  not  need.  I  hope  I  shall  not,  but  I  am  getting 
ready. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B  Hayes. 

General  M.  F.  Force. 

Columbus,  January  29,  1876. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  I  am  greatly  obliged  for  your  letter  of  the 
26th  and  gratified  by  its  contents*  The  only  item  I  can  give 

*Mr.  Smith  had  written  that  General  Sheridan  approved  of  Senator 
Sherman  s  letter,  just  made  public,  earnestly  recommending  the  nomination 
of  Hayes.  He  analyzed  the  currents  of  party  opinion  in  the  Northwestern 
States  and  wrote  in  conclusion:  “As  to  the  situation  in  general:  The 
ticket  and  platform  should  be  of  such  character  as  to  give  the  Re¬ 
publicans  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and  Indiana,  or  the  first  two  cer¬ 
tainly.  This  ticket  would  do  it :  Hayes  and  Wheeler." 
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in  return  is  that  Judge  Taft  yesterday  quite  heartily  and  de¬ 
cidedly  expressed  to  me  his  wish  and  opinion  in  harmony  with 
yours. 

It  seems  to  me  so  entirely  the  thing  on  all  accounts  to  be 
passive,  that  I  am  under  no  temptation  to  meddle.  It  now 
looks  as  if  this  State  would  be  a  unit.  —  It  is  like  old  times  to 
see  your  handwriting  in  connection  with  such  speculations. 

My  best  wishes  to  Mrs.  Smith.  —  Regards  to  General  Sheri¬ 
dan. 

Sincerely, 

TT  c  R.  B.  Hayes. 

William  Henry  Smith, 

Chicago. 

Columbus,  January  30,  1876. 

My  Darling:  —  Sunday  morning,  bright  and  cold,  after  a 
week  of  rain  and  floods.  Laura’s  party  for  the  younger  people 
was  a  fine  affair.  ...  I  slipped  over  to  Platt’s  and  talked 
finances  with  him  the  greater  part  of  the  evening.  “Aunt  Loo” 
much  missed  in  all  quarters. 

I  am  lonely  without  you.  Laura  mourns  your  absence  sin¬ 
cerely.  General  Mitchell  has  gone  to  Boston  and  New  York; 
returns  in  a  week.  Glad  to  be  with  Laura  during  his  absence. 

Legislature  and  affairs  going  smoothly.  Harrison,  after  con¬ 
firmation,  declines.  But  in  a  way  to  let  me  out  of  all  respon¬ 
sibility.  Have  offered  the  place  to  Noble,  Swan,  Andrews,  and 
Scribner  of  Toledo.  None  would  take  it.  Shall  probably  finally 
get  a  Democrat  of  Coshocton,  highly  esteemed,  judge  Sample. 

Watson  wrote  me  a  handsome  letter  and  now  I  can  properly 
name  him  for  common  pleas  judge  vice  Lane.  All  of  the  bar 
are  committed  by  recommending  him  for  the  commission.  It  is 
only  for  a  few  months,  and  if  he  does  not  meet  my  hopes,  no 
harm  will  be  done. 

The  buzz  [about  the  Presidency]  rather  grows,  but  does  not 
get  beyond  Ohio  and  Ohio  people.  General  Sheridan  sends  me 
good  words,  and  says  his  ticket  is  Hayes  and  Wheeler.  T  am 
ashamed  to  say,  Who  is  Wheeler? 

You  are  getting  on  even  faster  than  I  am,  as  the  inclosed 
from  Judge  Thurman  shows.  I  do  not  know  the  paper  but  as- 
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sume  it  is  a  Washington  Democratic  paper.  “A  second  Mrs. 
Madison”!  But  the  word  “second”  will  be  an  antidote  for  the 
flattery  of  the  rest  of  the  paragraph.  Let  Webb  put  it  in  the 
family  scrapbook  without  cutting  off  the  compliments  of  A.  G. 
Thurman.  I  hope  you  will  sleep  well  after  all  this  poison. 

Judge  Taft  would  have  called  on  you  if  you  had  been  here 
Friday.  He  is  for  the  “fever”  also  heartily  and  frankly. 

Affectionately  ever. 


Mrs.  Hayes. 
Fremont. 


H. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  February  i.  —  [  Senator]  Sherman  in  his  let¬ 
ter  on  the  Presidency  says:  “Hayes  was  not  greatly  distin¬ 
guished  in  the  army.”  This  is  perfectly  true  in  the  sense  in 
which  Sherman  intended  it  should  be  received.  The  rank  of 
General  Hayes  was  major  at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  and  he 
never  rose  above  the  command  of  a  brigade  and  division.  But  in 
his  grade  he  was  distinguished. 

1.  He  commanded  the  regiment  which  led  the  attack  and 
successfully  opened  the  battle  of  South  Mountain. 

2.  He  commanded  the  brigade  which  led  the  assault  and 
carried  the  works  of  the  enemy  in  the  fierce  battle  of  Cloyd’s 
Mountain  when  the  Rebel  General  Jenkins  was  defeated  and 
killed. 

3.  He  commanded  one  of  the  two  brigades  which  covered 
the  retreat  and  saved  Crook’s  army  after  the  defeat  at  Win¬ 
chester,  July  24,  1864. 

4.  He  commanded  one  of  the  two  brigades  selected  by  Sheri¬ 
dan  to  lead  in  repeated  attacks  on  Early’s  lines  in  the  Shenan¬ 
doah  Valley  in  August,  1864. 

5.  He  commanded  one  of  the  two  brigades  which  fought  at 
Berryville,  September  3,  and  by  great  gallantry  saved  the  day. 

6.  He  commanded  the  brigade  which  led  in  the  flank  attack 
which  turned  Early’s  left  and  defeated  him  in  Sheridan’s  great 
victory  of  Winchester,  September  19,  1864. 
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7.  He  commanded  the  division  which  led  up  North  Mountain 
and  routed  Early  in  the  victory  at  Fisher’s  Hill,  September  22d, 
1864. 

8.  He  commanded  one  of  the  divisions  which  retained  its 
organization  and  gained  great  distinction  in  the  battle  of  Cedar 
Creek,  October  19,  1864. 

9.  In  more  than  fifty  engagements,  large  and  small,  he  was 
always  conspicuous  for  personal  daring,  self-possession,  and 
efficiency. 

That  is  a  piece  of  talk  that  looks  like  brag,  but  I  think  it 
does  not  overstate.  Quote  Comly  on  several  occasions;  the 
language  of  my  promotion  to  brigadier-general  and  brevet 
major-general,  etc.,  etc.,  and  refer  to  Crook,  Sheridan,  etc.,  etc. 

Give  the  crossing  of  the  slough  at  Winchester,  September 
19,  1864. 

Urged  to  leave  the  army  in  1862  after  his  wound  at  South 
Mountain,  but  declined  to  go  into  politics. 

In  1864  nominated  for  Congress  and  urged  to  come  home 
to  take  the  stump.  Reply.  (Give  it.) 

In  1865  nominated  by  Ohio  Soldiers  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley 
for  governor.* 


Columbus,  February  7,  1876. 

Dear  Sir  :  —  I  am  much  gratified  to  receive  your  esteemed 
favor  of  the  24th.  The  good  opinion  and  friendship  of  the  men 
of  my  old  regiment  with  whom  I  served  so  long,  I  prize  very 
highly.  I  cannot  forget  them,  and  am  glad  to  know  that  they  are 
not  likely  to  forget  me.  My  family  are  all  in  good  health. 

With  best  wishes,  I  remain, 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Mr.  Owen  B.  Getz, 

Allentown,  Pennsylvania. 

*  This  entry  in  the  Diary  was  evidently  a  summary  of  facts  in  his  mili¬ 
tary  career  prepared  by  Mr.  Hayes  for  use  by  his  political  supporters. 
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Columbus,  February  9,  1876. 

My  Darling:  —  It  seems  to  me  you  should  arrange  to  be 
here  at  the  Columbus  party  to  the  General  Assembly.  I  send  you 
also  the  letter  of  George  Jones.  My  ideas  are  not  “sot”  on  the 
latter.  I  probably  go  to  the  Soldiers’  Home  on  that  day.  It  is 
a  prior  call. 

1  have  secured  definitely  the  Hawkes  House.  You  will  do 
well  to  come  down  on  that  account  next  week  to  see  it  and 
arrange.  We  got  down  all  very  pleasantly. 

Affectionately  and  sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 


Mrs.  Hayes, 
Fremont. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  February  10,  1876. 

My  Dear  Guy  :  —  Thanks  for  your  note.  I  sent  you  the  in¬ 
augural  also.  The  new  duties  are  not  unfamiliar,  of  course,  but 
the  interruptions  from  various  causes  are  much  greater  than 
when  I  was  here  before. 


I  know  the  sincerity  of  your  advice,  and  I  need  not  add  that 
I  have  confidence  in  your  experience  and  judgment.  The  result 
you  desire  [Hayes’s  nomination  to  the  Presidency]  is  a  possi¬ 
bility,  but,  as  I  see  it,  not  at  all  probable.  It  is  gratifying  to 
find  the  people  of  Ohio  so  generally  favorable.  Beyond  that  I 
am  not  looking  for  much. 

Sincerely, 


Guy  M.  Bryan, 
Galveston. 


R.  B.  Hayes. 


February  11.  —  My  first  school-teacher,  Mrs.  Joan  Murray, 
of  Delaware,  is  to  be  buried  today.  If  I  can,  I  will  go  to  the 
funeral.  She  was  an  excellent  woman.  Her  letter  congratu¬ 
lating  me  after  the  election,  referring  to  my  mother  and  sister, 
touched  me  so  that  I  could  scarcely  see  to  read.  A  good  woman 
gone,  another  link  broken  which  connects  me  with  the  past  in 
Delaware. 
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Executive  Department,  State  of  Ohio, 

Columbus,  February  12,  1876. 

Sir:  —  I  think  it  very  important  that  General  C.  C.  Walcutt 
should  be  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Ohio  Peni¬ 
tentiary.  His  experience  and  other  qualifications  make  his  ap¬ 
pointment  especially  desirable.  The  duties  of  the  place  will 
occupy  very  little  time  and  leave  him  ample  opportunity  to  dis¬ 
charge  his  duties  to  the  general  Government.  I  therefore  re¬ 
quest  that  he  be  allowed  to  accept  the  place  named  without 
losing  his  appointment  as  collector. 

Respectfully, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

[To  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  (?)] 


Tuesday,  February  15.  —  Since  I  came  to  Columbus  six  weeks 
ago,  there  has  been  no  day  in  which  I  have  not  had  letters  and 
visits  on  the  subject  of  my  nomination  for  the  Presidency. 
Many  days  there  is  a  succession  of  callers  at  my  office  on  this 
topic.  I  say  very  little.  I  have  in  no  instance  encouraged  any 
one  to  work  to  that  end.  I  have  discountenanced  all  efforts  at 
organization  or  management  in  my  interest.  I  have  said  the 
whole  talk  about  me  is  on  the  score  of  availability.  Let  avail¬ 
ability  do  the  work  then. 

February  20.  —  Lucy  came  as  I  expected,  took  part  in  the 
great  affair  at  the  City  Hall,  and  in  her  pink  or  . red  silk  looked 
her  best.  She  went  with  me  through  the  Dr.  Hawkes  house, 
and  has  now  returned  to  Fremont  to  receive  Dr.  Webb  and 
Aunt  Anna  and  to  bring  down  such  things  as  she  may  need  here. 

Friday  I  went  with  Judge  Pugh  to  the  Reform  Farm  near 
Lancaster.  Charges  made  against  the  gentleman  in  charge,  Mr. 
Howe,  made  it  necessary  to  investigate ;  and  after  some  time  spent 
in  doing  it,  I  have  decided  to  reappoint  Mr.  Howe.  It  seems 
to  me  a  plain  duty  to  do  so.  I  told  Mr.  Howe  of  the  investiga¬ 
tion  and  the  result.  He  is  somewhat  sensitive  about  it,  but  on 
the  whole  was  not  much  out  of  the  way.  Mrs.  Howe  is  ac¬ 
knowledged  to  be  the  right  person  for  the  place. 

2  1  20 
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Some  small  matters  in  the  institution  should  be  attended  to :  — 
I.  Meteorological  tables  should  be  kept.  It  is  a  lofty  region 
said  to  be  six  hundred  feet  above  the  Hocking.  2.  A  telegraph 
line  should  be  built  to  Lancaster  and  the  boys  taught  telegraph¬ 
ing.  3.  A  narrow-gauge  railroad  should  be  run  out  there. 

Columbus,  March  2,  1876.  —  With  Lucy,  Fanny,  and  Scott 
came  from  Fremont  yesterday.  Found  our  man,  the  old  soldier 
Shermis,  in  possession  of  the  new  house,  Dr.  Hawkes’  house, 
number  60  East  Broad  Street,  opposite  State  House,  on  north 
side. 


Private. 

Executive  Department,  State  of  Ohio, 

Columbus,  March  4,  1876. 

My  dear  General  :  —  I  have  your  note  of  the  second.  I  am 
kept  busy  with  callers,  correspondence,  and  the  routine  details 
of  the  office,  and  have  not,  therefore,  tried  to  keep  abreast  of 
the  currents  of  opinion  on  any  of  the  issues.  My  notion  is  that 
the  true  contest  is  to  be  between  inflation  and  a  sound  currency; 
that  the  Democrats  are  again  drifting  all  to  the  wrong  side. 
We  need  not  divide  on  details,  on  methods,  or  time  when. 
The  previous  question  will  again  be  irredeemable  paper  as  a 
permanent  policy,  or  a  policy  which  seeks  a  return  to  coin.  My 
opinion  is  decidedly  against  yielding  a  hair’s  breadth. 

We  can’t  be  on  the  inflation  side  of  the  question.  We  must 
keep  our  faces  firmly  in  the  other  direction.  “No  steps  back¬ 
ward”  must  be  something  more  than  unmeaning  platform  words. 

“The  drift  of  sentiment  among  our  friends  in  Ohio,”  which 
you  inquire  about,  will  depend  on  the  conduct  of  our  leading 
men.  It  is  for  them  to  see  that  the  right  sentiment  is  steadily 
upheld.  We  are  in  a  condition  such  that  firmness  and  adherence 
to  principle  are  of  peculiar  value  just  now.  I  would  “consent” 
to  no  backward  steps.  To  yield  or  compromise  is  weakness, 
and  will  destroy  us.  If  a  better  resumption  measure  can  be  sub¬ 
stituted  for  the  present  one,  that  may  do.  But  keep  cool.  We 
can  better  afford  to  be  beaten  in  Congress  than  to  back  out. 

I  do  not  write  letters  to  be  shown,  or  used  in  any  way,  on 
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political  questions,  but  this  much  I  may  say  to  you.  Do  not 
quote  me. 

I  note  what  you  say  on  the  personal  aspect  of  our  politics, 
and  assure  you  that  I  feel  the  compliment  implied  very  sensibly. 

Our  kindest  regards  to  Mrs.  Garfield. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

General  J.  A.  Garfield, 

Washington. 

Private. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  March  9,  1876. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  Your  note  of  the  6th  is  received.  We  are 
no  doubt  entering  on  a  doubtful  political  contest.  Whoever  may 
be  the  candidate,  his  election  can  only  be  secured  by  “solid  work.” 
Both  parties  are  injured  by  what  is  going  on  at  Washington. 
Both  are,  therefore,  more  and  more  disposed  to  look  for  can¬ 
didates  outside  of  that  atmosphere.  It  is  very  gratifying,  what¬ 
ever  may  be  the  event,  to  be  so  heartily  supported  by  the  men 
with  whom  I  served. 

I  do  not  wish  my  friends  to  do  any  pushing.  I  shall  con¬ 
tinue  to  avoid  everything  of  the  sort. 

All  of  my  family  feel  that  we  are  bound  to  the  Twenty-third 
men  by  the  strongest  ties. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Captain  D.  K.  Smith, 

Mentzznlle,  Missouri. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  March  20,  1876. 

My  dear  Tom:  —  You  are  more  political  than  I  supposed. 

On  good  terms  with  Waite  for  many  years,  I  am  yet  not  a 
correspondent,  and  can’t  give  his  “true  inwardness  ’  from  recent 
information.  He  has  published  a  letter  which  has  been  ac¬ 
cepted  by  his  best  friends  in  Ohio  as  taking  his  name  out  of  the 
possible  men,  and  I  imagine  that  such  is  the  fact.  It  will  be 
time  lost  to  undertake  to  change  his  purpose  now.  Bristow 
is  a  good  man,  and  growing  in  public  favor.  Why  not  take  him? 
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You  do  Lincoln  injustice.  Many  years  before  Lincoln’s  term 
the  Senatorial  control  of  patronage  had  grown  up.  Douglas 
had  made  himself  great  by  it. 

All  this  matter  of  Waite’s  candidacy  was  talked  up  some 
months  ago,  and  has  been  regarded  as  settled  since  before  the 
holidays. 

[Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes.] 

T.  D.  H— . 

Columbus,  Ohio,  March  20,  1876. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  There  cannot  be  the  least  danger  that  our 
committee  will  be  so  weak  as  to  lean  towards  unsoundness  on 
the  money  question.  I  have  heard  no  one  suggest  that  we  should 
be  less  explicit  than  we  were  last  year,  and  my  preference  de¬ 
cidedly  is,  that,  if  we  change,  it  be  in  the  direction  of  resump¬ 
tion.  My  views  are  so  exactly  expressed  in  your  note  that  I 
do  not  enlarge.  If  consulted,  I  shall  advise  accordingly.  But 
do  come  out  [to  the  convention ]  if  practicable.  I  am  confident 
we  shall  be  sound  as  coin. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  John  Sherman. 


[Mr.  Sherman  had  written  from  Washington,  March  18:  — 
“There  is  great  fear  here  that  the  Ohio  Republican  Convention 
will  follow  to  some  extent  the  example  of  the  Indiana  Conven¬ 
tion  by  adopting  a  platform  on  the  currency  question  that  is.  not 
sound  and  square  in  favor  of  specie  resumption.  If  so  it  would 
be  a  fatal  mistake.  .  .  .  The  approval  of  our  platform  of 

last  year  would  do,  but  anything  less  than  that  will  defeat  us 
in  several  of  the  Republican  States.  We  cannot  afford  to 
demagogue  with  the  Democracy  on  this  question.  Garfield  tells 
me  that  our  position  on  the  currency  question  and  the  reactionary 
tendency  of  the  ‘Confederate  House’  saved  us  in  New  Hamp¬ 
shire.  I  write  you  in  the  hope  that  your  influence  will  be  ex¬ 
erted  to  avoid  the  danger  I  refer  to.  We  are  right  now  on  the 
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currency  question,  and  ought  not  to  show  signs  of  weakness. 
I  have  been  urged  to  attend  the  convention  on  the  29th  instant, 
but  it  is  hardly  probable  my  duties  here  will  permit;  and  my 
opinions  are  so  well  known  that  my  presence  might  invite  an¬ 
tagonism;  but  I  do  hope  that  you  and  others  interested  in  the 
result  of  the  convention  will  guard  against  this  danger.”] 


March  21,  1876.  Columbus.  —  The  last  week  a  large  numbet 
of  the  counties  have  elected  delegates  to  the  State  Convention. 
Several  counties  have  not  expressed  a  preference  on  the  Presi¬ 
dential  [candidate],  but  the  most  of  them  have  passed  resolu¬ 
tions  in  favor  of  me.  It  is  likely  that  all  of  the  counties  have 
sent  delegates  who  are  favorable.  Certainly,  none  are  avowedly 
opposed.  There  is  a  sentiment  for  Bristow  as  a  second  choice. 
His  war  on  the  whiskey  thieves  gives  him  prestige  as  the  repre¬ 
sentative  of  reform.  I  am  not  sure  but  he  would  be  the  best 
candidate  we  could  nominate.  I  am  sure  I  prefer  him  to  any 
other  man.  It  will  be  a  small  disappointment  for  me  to  give 
up  my  chances.  With  so  general  an  expression  in  my  favor  in 
Ohio  and  a  fair  degree  of  assent  elsewhere,  especially  in  States 
largely  settled  by  Ohio  people,  I  have  supposed  it  was  possible 
that  I  might  be  nominated. 

But  with  no  opportunity,  and  no  desire,  to  make  combinations, 
or  to  lay  wires,  I  have  not  thought  my  chance  worth  much  con¬ 
sideration.  I  feel  less  diffidence  in  thinking  of  this  subject  than, 
perhaps,  I  ought.  It  seems  to  me  that  good  purposes  and  the 
judgment,  experience,  and  firmness  I  possess,  would  enable  me 
to  execute  the  duties  of  the  office  well.  I  do  not  feel  the  least 
fear  that  I  should  fail.  This  all  looks  egotistical,  but  it  is 
sincere. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  do  not  desire  the  place  with  any  strong 
or  uneasy  feeling.  I  shall  accept  the  result  which  now  seems 
probable  without  any  bitterness.  If  Bristow  is  nominated,  I 
shall  give  him  hearty  support  in  speeches  and  otherwise. 

2  1  * 
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Columbus,  Ohio,  March  31,  1876. 

My  dear  Sir  :  —  It  is,  I  am  sure,  not  needed,  but  I  wish  to  say 
it  was  the  general  wish  that  you  should  be  at  the  head  of  the 
state  delegation.  I  am  confident  your  name  would  have  been 
placed  there  by  acclamation  if  it  had  not  been  withdrawn.  I 
regret  that  you  are  not  there. 

On  the  subject  of  the  currency,  you  will  see  that  we  did 
pretty  well.  I  preferred  a  still  more  decided  expression,  and 
the  committee  would  have  carried  it  overwhelmingly.  But  the 
desire  to  have  perfect  unanimity  softened  the  resolution  some¬ 
what.  Upon  the  whole  your  speech  is  endorsed  squarely. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  John  Sherman, 

Washington. 


Columbus,  April  1,  1876. 

My  dear  Major:  —  Thanks  for  your  attention  to  the  asylum 
affair. 

The  convention  mishaps  are  merely  a  momentary  annoyance. 
Sherman  was  the  only  man  I  felt  at  liberty  to  commend,  and 
I  was  certainly  disappointed  at  the  action  in  his  case.  But  it 
will  be  understood  by  all  who  wish  to  understand  it.  Others 
can't  be  pleased  by  anything. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

W.  D.  Bickham, 

Dayton. 


April  2.  —  On  the  29th  ult.,  the  Republican  State  Convention 
of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  delegates  was  held.  It  declared  by  a 
unanimous  vote  that  I  was  the  choice  of  the  Republicans  of 
Ohio  for  President.  They  instructed  the  senatorial  delegates 
and  requested  the  district  delegates  “to  use  their  earnest  efforts 
to  secure  his  [my]  nomination."  This  is  certainly  very  flatter¬ 
ing.  It  was  done  with  enthusiasm  and  in  earnest. 
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From  the  beginning  I  have  done  nothing,  directly  or  indirectly, 
to  bring  about  this  result.  I  have  discouraged  rather  than  en¬ 
couraged  “the  Hayes  movement.” 

And  now  for  the  future.  I  would  be  glad  if  now  I  could  in 
some  satisfactory  way  drop  out  of  the  candidacy.  I  do  not  at 
present  see  what  I  can  do  to  relieve  myself  from  the  embarrass¬ 
ment  of  the  position  I  am  in.  It  does  not  greatly  disturb  me. 
My  usual  serenity  carries  me  along.  But  I  would  like  to  be  out 
of  it.  I  will  think  of  it. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  April  2,  1876. 

My  Dear  Guy:  —  Your  letter  of  the  24th  ult.  and  its  en¬ 
closures  came  duly. 

I  am  now  at  the  end  of  one  stage  of  this  political  business. 
Without  word  or  act  of  mine,  the  Ohio  convention  with  absolute 
unanimity  instructed  for  me.  This,  of  course,  is  a  gratifying 
endorsement.  I  have  rather  discouraged  “the  Hayes  movement” 
from  the  first.  I  now  would  be  glad  to  be  satisfactorily  out  of  it. 
But  I  suppose  I  shall  continue  a  silent  looker-on. 

Nothing  in  the  whole  affair  has  given  me  more  satisfaction 
than  your  feeling  about  it.  I  have  letters  from  many  old  school¬ 
fellows,  and  every  mail  brings  words  from  old  fellow  soldiers. 
All  this  is  pleasant.  But,  etc.,  etc.,  etc.  .  .  . 

As  ever, 

Guy  M.  Bryan,  R. 

Galveston. 


Executive  Department,  State  of  Ohio, 

Columbus,  April  6,  1876. 

My  dear  Sir  :  —  lam  exceedingly  obliged  for  your  very  satis¬ 
factory  letter.  A  press  of  business  has  prevented  an  earlier 
reply. 

Having  done  absolutely  nothing  to  make  myself  the  candidate 
of  Ohio,  I  feel  very  little  responsibility  for  the  future  results. 
When  the  State  Convention  was  called  it  seemed  probable  that, 
if  I  encouraged  my  friends  to  organize  for  the  purpose,  every 
district  would  elect  my  decided  supporters.  But  to  make  sucti 
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an  effort  in  my  own  behalf,  to  use  Payne's  phrase  on  repudia¬ 
tion,  “I  abhorred.” 

Being  now'  in  the  field  without  any  act  of  my  own,  I  have 
no  uneasy  ambition  to  remain  a  candidate.  I  think  I  have  a 
right,  however,  to  considerate  treatment  at  the  hands  of  the 
Ohio  delegation.  If  I  am  to  be  voted  for  at  all,  and  as  long  as 
I  am  to  be  voted  for  at  all,  may  I  not  reasonably  expect  the 
solid  vote  of  the  State?  Whenever  any  considerable  number 
of  the  delegation  thinks  the  time  has  come  to  withdraw  my 
name,  it  ought  to  be  promptly  done.  I  can  speak  of  this,  I  think, 
with  a  judgment  as  impartial  as  if  it  were  the  case  of  another 
man.  I  am  not  solicitous  to  be  a  candidate  for  nomination,  nor 
for  the  nomination  itself. 

I  agree  with  you  that  Mr.  Blaine’s  course  w'ith  you  w'as  very 
handsome. 

You  may  show  this  note,  if  you  wish,  to  Mr.  Garretson,  but 
it  is,  of  course,  not  for  publication. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

P.  S.  —  I  am  very  glad  the  asylum  appointments  are  satis¬ 
factory. 

Edwin  Cowles, 

Editor  Leader,  Cleveland. 

Executive  Mansion,  State  of  Ohio, 

Columbus,  April  7,  1876. 

My  dear  Sir  :  —  I  am  greatly  shocked  and  astonished  by  the 
contents  of  your  note  of  the  5th  inst.  I  w'ould,  of  course,  never 
think  of  making  an  appointment  of  such  a  man  as  you  describe 
General  R —  to  be. 

The  law  unfortunately  required  four  institutions  to  be  organ¬ 
ized  in  five  days  from  its  passage,  and  I  did  not  get  the  law'  for 
tw'o  days.  In  the  hurry,  mistakes  have  been  made.  The  nomi¬ 
nation  is  confirmed.  I  will  try  to  find  a  remedy.  I  regret  ex¬ 
ceedingly  this  thing.  I  knew  R—  as  a  gallant  soldier  — 
wounded  —  a  Democrat  —  and  well  recommended  to  me. 

In  the  hurry  of  the  closing  days  of  the  session  I  am  compelled 
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to  be  brief.  I  am  mortified,  but  feel  that  I  am  more  sinned 
against  than  sinning  in  this  affair. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

[Unidentified.] 


April  ii,  18/6.  —  I  have  made  the  last  appointments  for  this 
session  of  the  Legislature.  Some  mistakes  have  been  made,  but, 
on  the  whole,  I  have  been  fortunate.  One  or  two  things,  I  must 
bear  in  mind.  No  man  should  be  finally  determined  on  until 
the  people  where  he  resides  have  been  heard  from,  after  he  is 
seriously  talked  of,  or  nominated  for  the  place.  The  saying, 
that  “no  man  knows  what  can  be  said  against  him  until  he  is  a 
candidate  for  office,”  has  a  wise  side  to  it.  I  named  a  Democrat 
of  excellent  character  for  trustee  of  Dayton  Hospital  for  the 
Insane.  Straightway  it  appeared  he  had  been  a  bitter  Copper¬ 
head  during  the  war.  Another,  a  gallant  soldier  and  fine  gentle¬ 
man,  was  no  sooner  named  than  it  was  notorious  that  he  was  a 
shameless  libertine. 

The  pardon  record  makes  a  good  deal  of  perplexing  labor. 
Some  rules :  — 

1.  Grant  no  pardon  and  make  no  promises  on  the  first  pre¬ 
sentation  of  a  case.  Take  time  before  deciding,  or  even  en¬ 
couraging  the  party. 

2.  If  two  or  more  are  concerned  in  the  crime,  consider  the 
cases  of  all  together.  One  is  often  called  the  dupe  until  he  is 
pardoned ;  then  the  other  becomes  dupe,  and  the  pardoned  man 
the  leader. 

3.  Pardon  no  man  who  is  not  provided  with  employment  or 
the  means  of  subsistence. 

4.  Pardon  no  man  unless  some  friend  is  ready  to  receive 
him  as  he  comes  from  the  prison. 

5.  Of  course  the  judge,  the  prosecuting  attorney,  and  some 
intelligent  citizen  of  sound  sense  should  be  heard  from  in  all 
cases. 

These  rules  may  be  departed  from  in  cases  requiring  it,  but 
let  them  always  be  considered  before  the  pardon  is  granted 
or  any  committal  had. 
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In  politics  I  am  growing  more  indifferent.  I  would  like  it, 
if  I  could  now  return  to  my  planting  and  books  at  home. 

(  T  elegram. ) 

Fremont,  Ohio,  April  14,  1876. 

Captain  A.  E.  Lee, 

Columbus,  Ohio. 

Let  adjutant-general  and  Mr.  Little  go  to  Massillon  with 
authority  to  act  efficiently.  Dispatch  Rhodes  and  Co.  to  that 
effect,  and  to  meet  them. 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

(Telegram.) 

Fremont,  Ohio,  April  16,  1876. 

General  A.  T.  Wikoff, 

Massillon ,  Ohio. 

You  will  furnish  the  sheriff  aid  necessary  to  keep  the  peace 
and  protect  persons  and  property.  Call  the  commands  most 
convenient  under  circumstances.  Can  you  meet  me  tomorrow 
forenoon  at  Mansfield  or  Cleveland?  I  will  be  at  either  place 
if  you  desire. 

R.  B.  Hayes.* 

Columbus,  Ohio,  April  18,  1876. 
My  dear  Mrs.  Davis:  —  Greatly  obliged  for  N — ’s  [Nord- 
hoff’s]  letter  which  I  return  herewith.  Lucy  says  she  is  no 
longer  in  politics  —  takes  no  interest  in  these  ambitions  —  but 
confesses  that  N — ’s  good  words  do  bring  to  her  soul  a  serenity 
like  the  consciousness  of  being  well  dressed. 

I  am  not  in  that  “local  folly”  known  as  the  Hayes  movement, 
and  am  sorry  N —  allows  himself  to  be  deluded. 

Our  darlings  are  all  in  usual  health.  We  do  long  for  the 
open-air  life  of  Fremont,  and  would  gladly  return  to  the  grove. 
Our  best  wishes  and  regards  to  the  doctor. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs.  John  Davis,  R.  b.  Hayes. 

Cincinnati. 

*  These  despatches  relate  to  the  governor’s  efforts  to  quell  disturb¬ 
ances  resulting  from  a  strike  of  coal  miners  in  Stark  and  Wayne  Counties. 
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Columbus,  Ohio,  April  22,  1876. 

Dear  General:  —  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  19th 
with  the  accompanying  letter.  The  statements  made  by  Messrs. 
Rhodes,  Palmer,  Evart,  and  other  gentlemen  correspond  pre¬ 
cisely  with  the  impression  I  had  when  I  sent  your  nomination 
to  the  Senate.  At  the  time  of  the  difficulty  I  wrote  in  regard 
to  it  as  follows: —  [Quotation  not  given.] 

I  have  also  a  full  and  strong  letter  from  Mr.  Woodbridge 
giving  the  same  views  with  those  of  the  gentlemen.  I  regret 
exceedingly  what  has  happened,  and  especially  that  your  feelings 
should  have  been  wounded  in  an  affair  in  which  your  name  was 
used  without  any  act  of  your  own.  Your  letter  is  so  admirable 
in  all  respects  that  it  increases  my  vexation  as  I  consider  my 
own  part  in  it.  My  explanation  will,  however,  I  am  sure,  be 
satisfactory  to  you. 

The  act  under  which  you  were  appointed  required  four  hos¬ 
pitals  for  the  insane  to  be  organized,  with  twenty  appointments 
in  all  parts  of  the  State,  in  five  days  from  its  passage.  I  did 
not  get  a  copy  of  the  act,  or  know  of  this  provision  until  after 
two  of  the  five  days  had  elapsed.  What  I  ought  to  have  done 
was  to  notify  the  General  Assembly  that  the  time  was  too  short 
to  make  the  appointments,  and  to  request  an  immediate  exten¬ 
sion  of  the  time.  Attempting  to  comply  with  the  law,  this  un¬ 
fortunate  result  has  followed. 

I  beg  to  assure  you  that  I  regret  very  much  this  occurrence, 
and  am  very  glad  to  believe  that  in  the  result  no  permanent  or 
serious  injury  will  be  done  to  you. 

[Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes.] 

[ Unidentified .] 

Columbus,  Ohio,  April  23,  1876. 

My  dear  Sir  :  —  I  hardly  know  what  to  think  of  the  affair 
you  detail  in  your  favor  of  the  18th.*  It  is  probable,  as  I  now 
see  it,  that  it  will  be  damaging  as  you  anticipate.  In  any  event, 

*  Mr.  Smith’s  letter  reported  detailed  information,  apparently  implicating 
Mr.  Blaine  in  improper  relations  with  a  railway  lobbyist. 


316 


RUTHERFORD  BIRCHARD  HAYES 


I  am  glad  that  no  man  who  is  taking  an  interest  in  the  Hayes 
movement  has  had  a  hand  in  bringing  it  out.  Nothing  is  gained 
by  pulling  down,  and  if  there  was,  let  it  be  done  by  somebody 
else.  Fortunately  I  am  still  a  mere  looker-on —  “as  serene  and 
calm  as  a  summer  morning”  (Greiner’s  song). 

Under  increased  obligations, 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

William  Henry  Smith, 

Chicago. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  April  23,  1876. 

My  Dear  Guy:  —  1  have  your  letter  of  the  18th  and  the  en¬ 
closed  copy  of  a  note  to  Norton,  [editor  of  a  paper  at  Dallas  and 
a  delegate  to  the  Cincinnati  convention].  I  hardly  know  how 
to  tell  you  the  pleasure  it  gave  me.  I  am,  if  possible,  less  solici¬ 
tous  about  this  affair  than  I  was  before  the  Ohio  convention.  Jt 
will  be  rather  a  relief  to  be  left  out  at  Cincinnati.  Certainly,  it 
will  be  no  disappointment,  and  there  will  be  no  soreness  about  it. 
But  such  talk  as  yours,  although  I  know  it  is  not  merited,  is 
very  pleasant. 

It  is  probable  that  Norton  will  publish  it.  But  is  it  not  best  that 
your  name  be  left  off?  It  is  one  of  the  very  few  things  I  would 
feel  like  publishing  here.  My  rule  and  preference,  however,  is 
to  do  absolutely  nothing  to  favor  the  movement  in  behalf  of 
my  nomination.  I  mean  to  keep  this  path  to  the  end.  I  see  it 
stated  that  even  Hayes  had  friends  attending  to  his  interests 
in  the  conventions  of  Virginia  and  South  Carolina.”  This  is 
wholly  untrue,  so  far  as  any  act  or  knowledge  of  mine  is  con¬ 
cerned.  Very  few  Republicans  in  Ohio  are  so  completely  out 
of  the  Hayes  movement  as  I  am. 

The  invitation  to  the  opening  of  the  Centennial  [Exposition] 
on  May  10  is  to  all  governors  and  all  members  of  state  boards. 
As  I  come  under  both  heads,  it  is  possible  I  may  feel  constrained 
to  go.  But  I  do  not  expect  to  make  my  stay  in  Philadelphia 
until  after  the  Cincinnati  convention  emancipates  me  from  the 
bondage  of  candidacy.  But  any  time  during  July  and  August 
I  can  go  with  you,  and  will  enjoy  doing  so.  *  You  can  visit  me 
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here  as  long  as  you  choose  before  or  after  going,  greatly  to  our 
mutual  enjoyment.  We  are  all  well. 

As  ever, 

R.  B.  Hayes, 

Guy  M.  Bryan, 

Galveston. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  April  26,  1876. 

My  dear  Major:  —  I  have  your  letter  on  the  pardon  case. 
The  facts  you  mention  are  important,  and  I  shall  give  them  full 
consideration. 

Also  your  articles.  Too  laudatory  and  friendly.  You  must 
also  see  that,  as  I  well  know,  some  of  my  best  friends  are  Bris¬ 
tow  men.  If  others  lose  temper,  we  must  not.  Your  idea  of 
keeping  in  position  to  support  the  nominee  without  anything 
to  recall,  or  to  give  aid  to  the  common  adversary,  is  the  sound 
thing. 

Sincerely, 


Major  W.  D.  Bickham, 
Dayton. 


R.  B.  Hayes. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  May  3,  1876. 

My  dear  Judge:  —  Returning  after  a  few  days’  absence  at 
Fremont,  I  find  your  letters  of  the  27th  and  29th. 

You  evidently  understand  the  situation  as  well  as  any  one 
who  is  writing  or  talking  on  the  subject.  You  are  unquestion¬ 
ably  correct  in  assuming  that  your  Eastern  correspondent  is  not 
personally  acquainted  with  me.  Having  thus  far  avoided  all 
complications,  committals,  direct  or  indirect,  —  having,  in  short, 
been  a  mere  looker-on  as  you  arc,  —  I  do  not  now  expect  to 
change  my  course  or  to  give  assurances  of  any  sort.  Your  con¬ 
jectures  or  views,  as  given  in  the  copy,  show  plainly  enough 
that  you  understand  me  so  well  that  for  your  satisfaction  nothing 
from  me  is  required. 

You  speak  of  management  by  my  friends  securing  results.  I 
think  I  can  see  that  part  of  it  impartially.  If  anything  depends 
on  management,  I  suspect  my  chances  may  be  put  down  at  zero. 
The  best  I  can  look  for,  is  that  the  march  of  events  may  be 
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allowed  to  go  along  undisturbed  by  friendly  management  either 
wise  or  otherwise. 

In  any  event,  your  letters  interest  me  and  oblige  me.  I  class 
you,  as  a  political  writer,  with  our  best  men.  With  good  health, 
you  would,  if  you  had  chosen  that  path,  [have]  ranked  with 
George  William  Curtis  and  our  other  great  political  writers  (if 
there  are  others  abreast  of  Mr.  Curtis),  but  God  disposes. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Haves. 

Honorable  W.  M.  Dickson, 

Cincinnati. 

* 

Private. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  May  4,  1876. 

My  dear  Sir  :  —  In  reply  to  your  note  of  the  first,  I  regret 
as  you  do  the  rejection  of  Mr.  Dana.  It  was  a  great  wrong. 
The  senator,  representing  the  Republicans  of  Ohio,  voted  for 
Mr.  Dana’s  confirmation.  If  he  had  voted  otherwise  I  should 
certainly  try  to  change  his  views.  My  relations,  however,  to  the 
other  gentlemen  you  name  are  not  such  that  I  feel  at  liberty 
to  take  the  course  you  suggest. 

I  trust  that  the  people  of  your  State  will  find  in  the  National 
Convention  ample  reason  for  remaining  true  to  the  old  faith. 
I  feel  confident  that  in  the  next  canvass  we  shall  have  a  ticket 
and  platform  that  will  give  the  desired  assurance  that  the  spirit 
you  complain  of  will  be  banished  from  the  next  Republican 
Administration. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  C.  H.  Hill. 


May  7.  —  The  Ohio  friends  think  our  prospect  at  Cincinnati 
grows  daily  better.  General  Garfield  writes  me  the  following, 
which  I  prize  more  than  the  prospects  of  success,  —  if  I  can  con¬ 
tinue  to  deserve  it:  — 

“I  repeat  with  more  emphasis  than  before,  what  I  said  in  my 
last  letter  to  you,  that  we  are  all  delighted  with  the  sensible  and 
masterful  way  in  which  you  are  bearing  yourself  during  the 
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chaotic  period  of  President  making.  You  are  gaining  strength 
every  day  with  our  most  thoughtful  people.” 

To  which  I  reply:  —  “I  value  the  compliment  in  your  closing 
paragraph.  It  has  been  my  desire  to  deserve  it.  Not  to  lose 
my  head  and  to  get  through  without  doing  or  saying  anything 
unjust  or  even  uncharitable  towards  competitors  or  their  sup¬ 
porters,  has  been  my  ambition  in  this  business.  If  I  am  suc¬ 
cessful  in  this,  the  adverse  result  which  I  anticipate  will  not 
give  me  a  moment’s  uneasiness.” 


Columbus,  Ohio,  May  17,  1876. 

Dear  Sir  :  —  Herewith  are  requisitions  for  arms  and  am¬ 
munition  somewhat  beyond  the  amount  now  due  to  Ohio.  But  I 
am  told  that  they  are  not  beyond  the  amount  we  shall  be  en¬ 
titled  to  within  a  few  weeks  when  the  appropriations  are  made. 
It  is  of  much  importance  that  we  have  the  arms,  etc.,  now.  I 
trust  you  will  see  your  way  clear  to  direct  that  we  get  them. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  Alphonso  Taft, 

Washington. 

Columbus,  May  17,  1876. 

My  dear  General  :  —  I  am  glad  you  agree  with  me  as  to 
the  treatment  of  the  mining  riots.  We  shall  crush  out  the  law¬ 
breakers  if  the  courts  and  juries  do  not  fail.  Thanks  for  the 
books.  The  first  installment  is  at  hand. 

A  very  bright  and  excellent  young  man,  William  P.  Goodwin 
of  Cleveland,  wants  a  lieutenancy  in  the  army  and  wants  me 
to  commend  him  to  you,  which  I  do  very  heartily  and  unre¬ 
servedly. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  J.  A.  Garfield. 


May  19.  —  Nothing  new  in  the  political  way  of  special  per¬ 
sonal  interest.  I  still  think  Blaine  is  so  far  ahead  in  the  number 
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of  delegates  he  has  secured  and  is  securing  that  his  nomination 
is  not  improbable.  He  has  not  been  greatly  damaged  by  the  in¬ 
vestigations.  As  a  candidate  before  the  people,  his  newly  ac¬ 
quired  wealth,  his  schemes  for  getting  the  nomination,  and  his 
connection  with  the  money  interests  depending  for  success  on 
legislation,  will  damage  him.  But  with  two  or  three  hundred 
delegates  in  his  favor,  will  not  all  of  the  loose  odds  and  ends 
gravitate  to  him?  It  so  seems.  If  he  fails,  the  next  [probability] 
is  a  combination  for  selfish  ends  to  make  a  candidate  among  the 
friends  of  the  leading  candidate.  This  would  not  be  in  my  favor. 
My  independent  position,  aloof  from  bargaining,  puts  me  outside 
of  the  list  from  whom  the  managers  will  select.  It  is  only  in 
the  contingency  of  a  union  between  those  who  look  for  avail¬ 
ability  in  the  candidate  and  those  who  are  for  purity  and  reform 
in  administration,  that  I  am  a  probable  nominee. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  May  19,  1876. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  It  would  specially  gratify  me  if  you  would 
attend  the  Cincinnati  convention.  I  do  not  mean  to  depart  from 
the  position  1  have  taken  —  to  remain  perfectly  passive  on  the 
nomination.  But  it  is  fair  to  assume  that  the  time  may  come 
when  I  ought  to  be  withdrawn.  To  be  able  to  act  on  this  and 
other  possible  questions,  it  is  important  for  me  that  I  have 
friends  of  experience  and  sound  judgment  on  the  ground,  by 
whom  I  can  be  advised  of  the  exact  condition  of  things  and  of 
the  proper  course  to  be  taken.  I  have  consulted  with  the  dele¬ 
gate  from  my  own  district  and  town,  General  Buckland,  more 
fully  than  with  any  other  member  of  the  delegation,  and  regard 
him  as  a  friend  in  whom  I  can  confide  unreservedljL 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  John  Sherman. 


May  21. —  I  have  a  friendly  note  of  the  18th  from  [the] 
Secretary  of  War,  Judge  Taft,  in  which  he  says:  — “I  am  no 
prophet  in  such  confused  elements  of  calculation,  but  it  really 
seems  to  me  that  your  chances  are  stronger  than  those  of  any 
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other  man.  I  mean  that  taking  into  view  such  elements  of  cal¬ 
culation  as  exist  and  are  appreciable,  the  probabilities  are  in  your 
favor.  ...  I  should  feel  that  it  was  another  strong  point 
gained  for  Ohio,  if  it  should  come  to  you.” 

Judge  Dickson  (W.  M.)  of  Cincinnati,  asked  me  a  question  or 
two  put  to  him  by  an  Eastern  correspondent.  I  replied.  It 
turns  out  the  correspondent  was  George  William  Curtis.  Judge 
Dickson  now  sends  me  the  reply  of  Curtis  to  his  (the  judge’s) 
note  sending  my  letter.  [Curtis  writes]: — “.  .  .  I  have 
read  it  [Hayes’s  letter],  you  will  easily  believe,  with  very  great 
interest.  .  .  .  That  it  is  the  reply  to  a  letter  so  frank  as 

you  state  yours  to  have  been,  is  only  the  more  agreeable,  for  it 
places  him  in  a  most  manly  and  simple  position. 

“His  chances  seem  to  me  daily  to  improve,  for  the  feeling 
among  the  friends  of  other  candidates  is  becoming  so  positive 
that  I  feel  as  if  some  compromise  were  probable.  .  .  .  ” 

May  26,  1876.  —  Bought  of  young  Randall  at  his  book  store  on 
High  Street,  west  side,  south  of  State,  this  book  and  begin  a 
new  diary  volume. 

I  am  now  living  quietly,  as  governor,  at  60  East  Broad  street, 
opposite  the  State  House  Square,  in  a  furnished  house  rented 
of  Dr.  W.  B.  Hawkes.  My  family  are  Lucy,  Fanny,  and 
Scott.  Winnie,  assisted  about  half  the  time  by  Cora,  does  our 
housework.  I  rise  between  five  and  seven,  write  letters  until 
breakfast  at  8:30;  am  at  my  office  until  about  1  P.  M.,  from  9 
A.  M. ;  dine  about  2  P.  M. ;  at  office  again  until  after  5  P.  M. ; 
and  evenings  for  calls  and  callers.  Too  little  exercise  is  the  only 
fault  with  it.  I  am  in  good  health,  weigh  about  one  hundred 
and  eighty  [pounds]. 

My  thoughts  are  on  the  political  situation  a  good  deal,  and  yet 
not  anxiously  or  uneasily.  It  is  certain  that  my  own  conduct 
and  character  are  pretty  well  understood,  and  I  see  no  reason 
to  apprehend  that  I  shall  fail  to  pass  creditably  through  the 
ordeal  of  candidacy.  Whatever  the  event,  my  head  is  likely 
to  remain  level. 

A  few  days  ago  I  was  interviewed  by  a  [New  York]  Herald 
reporter.  I  said  enough  to  induce  him,  as  I  hoped,  not  to  pub- 
21 
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lish  as  an  interview  what  I  was  saying.  But  in  this  morning's 
Journal  I  see  extracts  from  his  letter,  showing  that  with  reason¬ 
able  fidelity  he  has  given  my  talk. 

I  received  a  letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  Republican  Re¬ 
form  Club,  asking  for  publication  my  opinions  on  the  declara¬ 
tion  of  principles  issued  by  the  club.  I  could  very  heartily 
subscribe  to  the  declaration  in  all  of  its  parts ;  indeed  I  am  in 
print  fully  and  explicitly  in  favor  of  the  coin  resolution,  and  the 
resolution  on  civil  service  reform.  As  to  the  economy  talk,  and 
the  resolution  about  candidates,  all  parties  profess  the  same 
thing.  But  not  wishing  to  write  a  letter  for  publication  I  sent 
the  following:  — 

Private. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  May  25,  1876. 

Dear  Sir  :  —  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter,  asking  for  publication  my  views  on  certain  important 
political  questions. 

You  are  aware  that  my  name  has  been  mentioned  in  connection 
with  the  nominations  to  be  made  next  month  at  Cincinnati. 
Having  thus  far  done  nothing  with  the  purpose  of  promoting 
my  own  nomination  by  that  convention,  I  prefer  not  to  change 
my  course  of  conduct  either  by  the  publication  of  letters  on 
political  questions  or  otherwise.  I  must,  therefore,  respectfully 
decline  to  write  to  you  anything  for  publication  as  requested  in 
your  esteemed  favor  of  the  22d  instant. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Mr.  Gouverneur  Carr, 

Secretary. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  May  31,  1876. 

My  dear  Sir  :  —  I  am  growing  more  indifferent  to  the  result 
as  the  time  of  decision  approaches.  This  makes  it  easy  for  me 
to  keep  myself  clear  of  complications.  You  have  noticed  the 
Boston  Herald  talk  of  my  preference  for  Blaine.  The  whole 
paragraph  is  a  sheer  fabrication.  J*ohn  Q.  Smith,  the  supposed 
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authority  for  the  statement,  writes  me  that  he  said  nothing  of 
the  sort. 

My  correspondents  all  give  the  same  flattering  report.  Sinister 
news  doesn’t  reach  me.  I  am  pleased  to  think  I  am  so  un¬ 
touched  by  this  whole  business.  I  say  to  the  Ohio  delegates 
that  my  name  ought  not  to  be  thought  of  unless  it  will  promote 
harmony  and  the  prospect  of  success;  that  it  should  be  with¬ 
drawn  the  moment  the  condition  of  things  makes  it,  in  their 
judgment,  desirable. 

Still  under  obligations,  I  am, 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

William  Henry  Smith, 

Chicago. 

Private. 

Columbus,  June  3,  1876. 

Dear  Sir  :  —  I  always  give  heed  to  such  letters  as  those  you 
have  written  on  the  pardon  of  Wilder.  It  is  proper  to  say  that 
I  had  a  very  large  number  of  letters  from  clergymen,  lawyers, 
merchants,  and  others  acquainted  with  Wilder,  just  prior  to  his 
crime,  in  his  own  town,  showing  that  he  bore  an  excellent  char¬ 
acter.  That  his  crime  was  the  result  of  a  mere  drunken  frenzy 
and  that  he  ought  to  be  pardoned  was  stated  to  me  in  writing 
by  (the  mayor  of  Cincinnati  verbally)  the  chief  of  police,  the 
jurors,  the  prosecutor,  the  judge,  the  girl  who  was  shot  at,  and 
other  respectable  citizens.  The  case  made  was  an  exceedingly 
good  one.  But  of  more  importance  than  that,  he  vuas  pardoned 
on  condition  —  the  condition  that  he  should  wholly  abstain  from 
liquor.  This  condition  has  probably  been  broken.  If  so,  steps 
will  be  taken  to  return  him  to  the  penitentiary  to  serve  out  his 
sentence.  Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Mr.  G.  V.  Stevenson. 


June  10.  —  The  members  and  others  interested  are  assembling 
at  Cincinnati  preparatory  for  the  convention.  Up  to  this  time, 
the  course  of  the  canvass,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  has  been 
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agreeable.  My  friends  have  been  quiet.  Those  of  other  can¬ 
didates  have  generally  treated  me  well.  The  Vice-Presidency 
seems  to  be  conceded  to  me  on  all  sides,  or  nearly  so.  I  have 
seen  evidences  of  a  desire  to  give  me  the  second  place  on  the 
ticket  from  Conkling,  Blaine,  and  Bristow  men.  Morton  is  so 
near  to  us  that  it  would  hardly  do  for  his  friends  to  suggest  an 
Ohio  candidate  for  Vice,  and  yet  even  they  occasionally  suggest 
[it].  The  balloting  among  the  readers  of  the  New  York  Wit¬ 
ness,  a  Presbyterian  paper  of  large  circulation,  puts  me  at  the 
head  of  the  poll  for  Vice-President.  This  is  all  flattering  and 
gratifying.  However,  the  thoughts  of  my  friends  are  on  the 
first  place.  My  chances  there  are  merely  probabilities.  Yet, 
there  are  some  encouraging  facts.  I  seem  to  be  the  second 
choice  of  many  of  the  leading  supporters  of  other  candidates  — 
ex-Vice-President  Hamlin,  of  Maine,  President  White  (A.  D.). 
of  New  York,  and  others. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  June  12,  1876. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  I  have  just  read  with  the  deepest  sorrow  of 
your  illness.  My  eyes  are  almost  blinded  with  tears  as  1  write. 
All  good  men  among  your  countrymen  will  pray,  as  I  do,  for 
your  immediate  and  complete  recovery.  This  affects  me  as  did 
the  death  of  Lincoln.  God  bless  you  and  restore  you. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  James  G.  Blaine. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  June  14,  1876. 

My  dear  General:  —  The  indications,  as  I  now  read  them, 
point  to  the  nomination  of  Blaine  on  the  first  or  some  early  bal¬ 
lot.  My  sympathies  have  been  very  greatly  excited  by  his  recent 
misfortune,  and  by  his  pluck  in  the  fearful  contest  he  has  gone 
through.  But  I  feel  that  his  nomination  would  be  .fatal  to  the 
cause.  I  do  not  see  how  we  can  get  through  in  Ohio  with  him 
at  the  head  of  our  ticket.  It  is  proposed  to  put  me  in  the  second 
place.  This  will  not  help  the  case.  It  is  the  man  at  the  head 
who  makes  the  canvass.  I  have  the  greatest  aversion  to  being 
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a  candidate  on  the  ticket  with  a  man  whose  record  as  an  upright 
public  man  is  to  be  in  question  —  to  be  defended  from  the  be¬ 
ginning  to  the  end.  I  do  not  care  about  defeat  if  associated 
with  such  men  as  Fish,  Morgan,  Washburne,  etc.,  etc. 

All  this  you  fully  understand.  I  therefore  have  sent  you  a 
letter  directed  to  the  chairman  of  the  delegation,  Governor 
Noyes,  to  be  delivered  to  him  in  the  event  of  the  nomination  of 
Blaine,  authorizing  and  requesting  him  to  withdraw  my  name, 
if  it  is  proposed,  in  connection  with  the  Vice-Presidency.  Of 
course,  I  do  not  wish  to  injure  Blaine  by  making  any  personal 
allusion  to  him.  I  deeply  sympathize  with  him  in  his  present 
calamity  —  a  calamity,  I  suspect,  which  is  far  more  serious  than 
is  reported,  and  I  would  not  lessen  his  chances  or  that  of  the  party 
by  any  word  disparaging  to  him.  I  therefore  beg  you  to  see 
that  this  letter  is  kept  by  you  with  the  utmost  care  to  prevent 
a  violation  of  confidence.  Please  hand  the  enclosed  to  Governor 
Noyes  if  the  contingency  occurs.  Otherwise  keep  it  and  return 
it  to  me.  If  you  are  advised  of  anything  important  for  me  to 
know,  let  me  have  it  by  telegraph. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Haves. 

P.  S.  —  Make  no  allusion  to  this  note  and  what  is  said  of 
Blaine,  even  to  Noyes,  or  to  any  other  intimate  friend. 

General  R.  P.  Buckland. 

( Telegram .) 

Columbus,  June  15,  1876.  10  A.  M. 

To  General  Buckland,  ' 

Cincinnati. 

You  know  my  views  about  the  Vice-Presidentcy.  Do  what  you 
think  best. 

R.  B.  Hayes. 


June  16,  1876.  Friday,  8  A.  M. —  This  is  the  third  day  of  the 
convention  at  Cincinnati.  My  friends  were  there  a  week  ago 
tonight.  One  whole  week  of  convention  work.  At  the  ad- 
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journment  last  night,  all  was  ready  to  begin  the  balloting.  At 
ten  this  morning  the  decisive  balloting  begins.  Early  in  the 
struggle,  my  friends  were  very  hopeful.  But  on  the  13th,  Blaine 
became  decidedly  the  prominent  man  —  his  prospects  deemed 
almost  a  certainty.  There  has  been  a  gradual  change  on  the 
14th  and  15th,  and  now  it  seems  something  more  than  a  possi¬ 
bility  that  he  will  fail. 

If  he  fails,  my  chance,  as  a  compromise  candidate,  seems  to 
be  better  than  that  of  any  other  candidate.  So,  we  are  now  in 
suspense.  I  have  kept  cool  and  unconcerned  to  a  degree  that 
surprises  me.  The  same  may  be  said  of  Lucy.  I  feel  that 
defeat  will  be  a  great  relief  —  a  setting  free  from  bondage. 
The  great  responsibility  overpowers  me.  That  is  too  strong.  It 
sobers  me.  It  is  a  weight,  but  not  overpowering.  I  shall  try 
to  do  in  all  things,  more  than  ever  before,  if  nominated,  pre¬ 
cisely  the  thing  that  is  right,  to  be  natural,  discreet,  wise,  moder¬ 
ate,  and  as  firm  in  the  right  as  it  is  possible  for  me  to  be.  And 
in  this  spirit  I  await  the  event! 

Sunday,  June  18.  —  I  have  had  no  time  to  write  since  my  nomi¬ 
nation,  on  the  seventh  ballot,  about  4  P.  M.  on  the  16th,  Friday. 
Friday  has  been  a  lucky  day  for  me  before.  My  deepest 
emotions  were  on  receiving  Blaine’s  dispatch  of  congratulation. 
It  for  a  few  moments  quite  unmanned  me.  And  then  Shoe¬ 
maker’s  dispatch,  wishing  that  Uncle  Birchard  was  alive. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  June  19,  1876. 

My  dear  Sir  :  —  I  trust  you  will  never  regret  the  important 
action  you  took  in  the  inauguration  and  carrying  out  of  the 
movement  which  resulted  in  my  nomination.  I  write  these  few 
words  to  assure  you  that  I  appreciate  and  am  grateful  for  what 
you  did. 

My  kindest  regards  to  Mrs.  Sherman. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  John  Sherman. 
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Columbus,  Ohio,  June  19,  1876. 

My  dear  S — :  —  It  was  always  so.  The  men  you  want  to 
see  don’t  come  —  don’t  even  dispatch  or  write.  Well,  I  know 
it  all  the  same.  As  Pope  said:  “You  know  how  I  feel  about  it.” 

I  now  write  merely  to  say  that  I  am  grateful  to  you,  and  that 
your  sagacity  in  this  matter,  take  it  all  in  all,  is  beyond  that  of 
any  other  friend.  I  will  get  the  date  of  the  letter  in  which  you 
named  the  ticket.  It  was  early  —  very.  And  the  way  it  was  to 
come  you  told  to  a  letter.  Others  of  much  sagacity  have  written, 
but  nothing  like  yours.  Not  merely  sagacity  either!  How 
much  you  did  to  fulfill  the  prediction  I  shall  perhaps  never 
know,  but  I  know  it  was  very  potent.  —  Our  love  to  Mrs. 
Smith.  Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  William  Henry  Smith. 


[Replying,  June  21,  Mr.  Smith  wrote  at  length,  giving  de¬ 
tails  of  the  skillful  activities  of  the  Ohio  delegates  at  Cincinnati. 
Of  himself  he  said:  — 

“I  had  returned  home  and  enjoyed  one  good  night’s  rest  when 
your  generous  favor  of  the  19th  instant  came  to  hand.  The  las¬ 
situde  which  followed  the  exciting  labors  of  the  week  at  once 
disappeared,  and  I  could  not  but  congratulate  myself  on  having 
omitted  letters  and  dispatches,  inasmuch  as  such  omission  as¬ 
sured  me  such  kindly  remembrance  in  your  hour  of  triumph  — 
a  remembrance  that  has  added  a  most  precious  link  to  our  golden 
chain  of  friendship.  It  has  afforded  me  the  liveliest  satisfaction. 

“I  do  not  wish  to  speak  of  myself  further  than  this :  The 
satisfaction  I  derived  from  your  nomination  was  not  altogether 
traceable  to  friendship.  There  was  more  involved.  In  the 
moment  of  triumph  I  did  not  feel  so  much  like  throwing  my  hat 
‘pretty  high,’  as  some  of  our  newspaper  friends  alleged,  as  I  did 
like  returning  then  and  there  grateful  thanks  to  an  Allwise 
Providence  for  having  given  us  the  victory  and  thus  once  more 
rendered  possible  the  triumph  of  the  Republican  party  and  peace 
to  the  country.  Thus  you  see  that  I  believe  you  are  charged 
with  a  great  mission,  and  may  God  give  you  strength  to  the 
end.”] 
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June  23,  1876.  —  The  nomination  has  been  well  received. 

The  best  people,  many  of  them  heretofore  dissatisfied  with 
the  Republican  party,  are  especially  hearty  in  my  support.  I  must 
make  it  my  constant  effort  to  deserve  this  confidence. 


Columbus,  June  23,  1876. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  I  am  very  glad  to  get  your  good  full  letter.* 
The  next  thing  in  order  for  me  is  my  Letter  of  Acceptance.  I 
am  advised  to  harden  by  some,  and  to  soften  by  others,  the  money 
plank,  and  so  on.  Perhaps  I  would  do  well  to  approve  it  as  it 
stands.  I  shall  hardly  reply  to  the  committee  before  the  end 
of  the  month,  or  till  after  the  Fourth.  If  you  have  suggestions 
you  will  oblige  me  by  making  them.  My  inclination  is  to  say 
very  little.  The  people  are  already  organizing  meetings,  are 
ratifying,  and  the  Letter  of  Acceptance  may  as  well  perhaps  be 
a  purely  formal  affair,  may  it  not? 

Sincerely, 

xj  T  c  R-  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  John  Sherman. 

Confidential. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  June  27,  1876. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  I  am  very  glad  to  get  your  letters  of  the  20th 
and  23rd.  I  will  give  your  suggestions  my  best  consideration. 

I  do  not  expect  to  write  my  Acceptance  for  ten  days  or  two 
weeks.  In  the  meantime  I  wish  to  give  you  with  entire  frank¬ 
ness  how  the  matter  lies  in  my  mind  now,  hoping  to  hear  from 

*  The  more  significant  part  of  Mr.  Sherman’s  letter  is  given  in  Life 
Vol.  I,  p.  454. 
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you  again  before  I  write  for  the  public.  I  wish  to  remain  entire¬ 
ly  uncommitted  until  the  time  for  issuing  the  Letter. 

I  now  think  as  you  do  —  probably  precisely  as  you  do  —  on 
the  civil  service  reform  part  of  our  platform.  I  want  to  make 
that  the  issue  of  the  canvass  —  to  be  perfectly  explicit,  decided, 
and  square,  but  brief  in  regard  to  it.  1  will,  therefore,  be  glad 
to  have  your  views  in  form,  or  to  be  referred  to  the  document 
(speech  or  letter)  which  gives  the  best  statement  of  the  true 
thing. 

I  do  not  expect  to  say  anything  on  the  specie  resumption  plank. 
I  am  so  pronounced  and  well  known  on  that  question  that  I  feel 
like  saying,  that  the  man  who  wants  other  interpretation  of  our 
platform  than  the  fact  of  my  candidacy,  is  pretty  likely  to  vote 
against  me  even  if  he  has  to  support  Governor  Allen  or  General 
Cary. 

I  now  feel  like  saying  something  as  to  the  South,  not  essen¬ 
tially  different  from  your  suggestions,  but  am  not  decided  about 
it.  I  don't  like  the  phrase,  by  reason  of  its  Democratic  associa¬ 
tions,  which  you  use  —  “local  self-government”  —  in  that  con¬ 
nection.  It  seems  to  me  to  smack  of  the  bowie-knife  and  re¬ 
volver.  “Local  self-government”  has  nullified  the  Fifteenth 
Amendment  in  several  States,  and  is  in  a  fair  way  to  nullify  the 
Fourteenth  and  Thirteenth.  But  I  do  favor  a  policy  of  recon¬ 
ciliation,  based  on  the  observance  of  all  parts  of  the  Constitution 
—  the  new  as  well  as  the  old  —  and,  therefore,  suppose  you  and 
1  are  substantially  agreed  on  the  topic. 

One  other  suggestion,  let  me  now  submit  to  you:  I  really 
think  that  a  President  could  do  more  good  in  one  term  if  un¬ 
trammelled  by  the  belief  that  he  was  fixing  things  for  his  election 
to  a  second  term,  than  with  the  best  intentions  could  be  done 
in  two  terms  with  his  power  embarrassed  by  that  suspicion  or 
temptation  during  his  first  four  years.  Our  platform  says 
nothing  on  the  subject.  I  am  averse  to  adding  topics,  but  could 
I  not  properly  avow  my  own  view  and  purpose  on  this  head? 

And  now  you  will  excuse  me  for  writing  so  hurriedly  and  in¬ 
considerately.  I  returned  late  last  night  from  my  home  at  Fre¬ 
mont.  I  am  thronged  with  callers,  and  in  the  midst  of  a  shower 
of  letters  and  dispatches.  Whether  you  can  support  me  or  not, 
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you  will  treat  this  as  confidential,  and,  I  hope,  let  me  hear  from 
you  further. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  Carl  Schurz. 


[Mr.  Schurz  replied  as  follows: 

St.  Louis,  Missouri,  July  5,  1876. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  Your  kind  letter  of  June  27  has  been  for¬ 
warded  to  me.  I  can  only  thank  you  for  the  confidential  frank¬ 
ness  with  which  you  speak  to  me  and  may  assure  you  that  this 
confidence  is  not  misplaced.  I  am  exceedingly  glad  to  know 
that  your  views  on  civil  service  reform  agree  so  well  with  those 
I  ventured  to  submit,  and  that  you  desire  to  make  that  reform 
“the  issue  of  the  canvass.”  In  compliance  with  the  desire  you 
expressed  at  our  interview  last  Saturday,  I  submit  the  following 
draft  of  a  paragraph  for  your  letter  of  acceptance :  . 

This  paragraph  may  at  first  sight  appear  somewhat  longer 
than  you  desire  to  have  it,  but  the  subject  is  of  such  paramount 
importance,  and  it  is  so  necessary  to  show  a  clear  and  complete 
understanding  of  the  question  and  to  avoid  the  least  appearance 
of  equivocation,  that,  as  I  think,  not  a  single  point  should  be 
sacrificed  to  the  charm  of  brevity.  Its  fearless  straightforward¬ 
ness  and  completeness  will  undoubtedly  with  great  effect  appeal 
to  the  best  impulses  of  the  popular  heart.  To  fight  for  such  a 
programme  would,  even  in  case  of  defeat,  be  glorious  enough. 
But  to  succeed  with  it  in  the  election,  as  I  trust  you  will,  and 
then  faithfully  to  carry  out  such  a  reform,  will  place  him  who 
does  it,  in  the  first  rank  of  the  best  names  in  American  history. 

You  ask  me  about  the  propriety  of  introducing  the  one-term 
principle.  My  impression  is  that  it  might  appear  well  at  the 
close  of  the  above  paragraph  and  with  direct  reference  to  it.  It 
would  be  calculated  to  strengthen  the  earnestness  of  the  reform 
pledge. 

Now  another  matter.  You  say  you  do  not  deem  it  necessary 
to  refer  to  the  currency  question  again.  There  I  venture  to  dif- 
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fer  with  you.  The  equivocal  position  in  which  the  Democrats 
have  placed  themselves  by  demanding  the  repeal  of  the  resumption 
clause,  furnishes  us  one  of  our  main  weapons  of  attack.  I  have 
already  assailed  that  point  in  my  paper.  But  neither  is  the 
Republican  platform  clear  enough  in  that  respect.  It  is  indeed 
important  that  you  should  strengthen  our  position.  Permit  me 
to  propose  to  you  the  following  paragraph :  — 

“On  the  currency  question  I  have  frequently  expressed  my 
views  in  public  and  stand  by  my  record.  I  regard  every  law 
of  the  United  States  concerning  the  payment  of  any  form  of  our 
public  indebtedness,  the  legal-tenders  included,  as  constituting 
a  pledge  and  moral  obligation  of  the  Government  which  must  in 
good  faith  be  adhered  to.  Moreover  I  am  convinced,  that  the 
feeling  of  uncertainty  inseparable  from  the  existence  of  an  ir¬ 
redeemable  paper  currency  with  its  incidental  fluctuations  of 
values  and  the  restless  agitation  it  causes,  is  one  of  the  greatest 
obstacles  standing  in  the  way  of  a  revival  of  business  confidence 
and  the  return  of  prosperity.  That  uncertainty  can  be  put  an  end 
to  only  in  one  way :  by  the  resumption  of  specie  payments,  re¬ 
storing  to  the  business  of  the  country  a  safe  basis ;  and  the  sooner 
this  is  accomplished  the  greater  will  be  the  benefit  to  all  our 
economical  interests  and  all  classes  of  society.” 

This,  I  think,  would  place  you  on  unassailable  ground  and 
give  us  a  great  advantage  of  position,  especially  in  the  State 
of  New  York.  It  may  appear  again  a  little  long,  but  I  would 
ask  you  to  consider  that  never  in  American  history  was  there 
a  letter  of  acceptance  written  of  such  exceeding  importance, 
and  for  which  the  people  looked  with  so  much  anxious  interest. 


Believe  me,  dear  sir,  very  truly  yours, 
Governor  R.  B.  Hayes. 


C.  Schurz. 


The  suggested  paragraph  on  the  civil  service  is  omitted  from 
the  foregoing  letter,  as  Mr.  Hayes  used  no  part  of  it,  though  it 
may  have  helped  to  clarify  his  thought.  He  was  influenced  by 
what  Mr.  Schurz  wrote  in  regard  to  the  currency  question,  and 
he  used  the  substance  of  the  paragraph  submitted  by  Mr. 
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Schurz,  modifying  the  phraseology,  however,  in  the  interest  of 
simplicity  and  terseness.] 


Columbus,  June  27,  1876. 

My  dear  Mrs.  Davis  :  —  I  do  appreciate  your  letter,  your  eye 
of  faith,  and  yourself  and  the  doctor.  I  can’t  write  much,  as 
you  know.  Returning  late  last  night  from  Fremont  (where  I 
left  Lucy  for  a  day  longer  and  Fanny  for  a  fortnight)  I  found 
your  letters  with  others. 

\Ye  are  steady  and  cool  and  even,  as  yet.  I  think  we  shall 
remain  so.  But  you  are  perfectly  right.  I  am  also  grateful 
that  we  are  old  enough  to  see  through  it  all  —  to  know  that  we 
are  publicans  and  sinners  —  and  that  all  this  is  fleeting.  We 
shall  try  to  do  well  and  thus  repay  you,  as  far  as,  and  in  the 
only  way  that  payment  is  possible. 

Our  love  to  Lida.  If  she  wrote  of  somebody  else  I  would 
gush.  —  I  will  surely  send  the  photos. 

As  ever, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Mrs.  Eliza  G.  Davis, 

Cincinnati. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  June  30,  1876. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  I  am  exceedingly  obliged  for  your  letter.  I 
think  so  well  of  your  judgment  that  I  am  desirous  to  hear  again. 
In  view  of  St.  Louis,  my  own  judgment  is  in  favor  of  a  short 
but  decisive  statement  on  currency,  schools,  and  civil  service. 

I  gratefully  appreciate  what  you  have  done. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  Joseph  H.  Barrett, 

Cincinnati. 

Columbus,  June  30,  1876. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  Thanks  for  your  letter  of  the  27th  [giving 
advice  as  to  the  formation  of  the  national  committee  and  ex¬ 
pressing  confidence  in  Republican  success].  I  will  show  it  to 
General  Wikoff.  Without  much  acquaintance  with  the  work 
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of  the  National  Committee,  I  appreciate  its  importance  and  am 
particularly  anxious  that  in  this  there  shall  be  nothing  to  dis¬ 
turb  the  existing  harmony.  All  interests  should  be  fairly  re¬ 
garded  and  an  efficient  committee  organized.  The  contest  will 
be  severe  and  critical. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  W.  E.  Chandler, 

Washington . 


July  8.  —  The  nomination  of  Tilden  makes  doubtful  the  States 
of  New  York,  New  Jersey,  and  Connecticut.  I  have  prepared  a 
bold  and  honest  Letter  of  Acceptance.  It  will  offend  some  and 
cool  the  ardor  of  others,  but  it  is  sound  and  I  believe  will  be 
strong  with  the  people.  At  any  rate,  it  is  the  true  course. 

Our  adversaries  reckon  on  a  united  South.  This  is  their  hope. 
We  must  meet  them  on  this.  They  are  under  the  same  leader¬ 
ship  which  for  fifteen  years  has  been  on  the  wrong  side  of  every 
question. 


Columbus,  July  8,  1876. 

My  dear  General:  —  My  Letter  is  ready  and  will,  I  hope,  be 
satisfactory  to  you.  Now  for  the  campaign.  Can’t  you  get  your 
Congressional  Campaign  Committee  to  go  actively  to  work?  If 
you  will  go  to  North  Carolina  you  can  do  great  good.  Look  into 
that  State  and  see  what  can  be  done.  No  time  is  to  be  lost. 
I  wish  you  would  prepare  a  speech  or  an  important  part  of  a 
speech  on  the  school  question.  It  is  important  that  what  has  been 
done  or  attempted  in  New  York  City  should  be  fully  exhibited. 
Our  regards  to  Mrs.  Garfield. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  J.  A.  Garfield. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  July  ra.  1876. 

My  dear  Judge:  —  I  am  glad  you  like  the  Letter.  Perhaps  I 
am  oversanguine.  But  it  strikes  me  that  if  elected,  with  the 
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party  fully  committed  to  the  reform,  it  will  not  be  so  difficult  to 
put  it  into  practice  as  the  objectors  profess  to  believe.  At  any 
rate  it  must  have  a  fair  trial,  and  my  belief  is  it  can  be  done 
without  half  the  friction,  even  at  first,  that  belongs,  of  necessity, 
to  existing  methods. 

I  shall  be  interested  in  the  judge’s  [Johnston’s]  speech.  Too 
laudatory,  of  course.  No  man  ever  was  a  tithe  of  what  a  favor¬ 
ite  candidate  is  painted  by  his  friends. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 


Honorable  W.  M.  Dickson, 
Cincinnati. 


Columbus,  July  14,  1876. 

My  dear  General  :  —  I  learned  from  Mr.  Platt,  of  New  York, 
in  a  recent  conversation  with  him  here,  that  at  least  one  person 
has  misconstrued  the  paragraph  in  my  Letter  of  Acceptance  as 
to  a  second  term  as  a  reflection  on  you.  Nothing,  I  assure  you, 
is  further  from  the  fact. 

In  addition  to  the  reason  given  in  the  letter,  there  was  another 
which  had  much  weight  with  me.  I  was  not  a  prominent  can¬ 
didate  outside  of  my  own  State.  There  were  at  least  four  gentle¬ 
men  who  in  this  respect  were  in  advance  of  me.  The  five  lead¬ 
ing  candidates  are  all  younger  men  than  I  am.  Four  years 
hence,  I  think,  they  will  all  be  younger  than  I  am  now.  At  any 
rate,  they  may  all  reasonably  expect  to  be  candidates  in  future 
if  they  desire  to  be.  It  seemed  to  me  therefore  that  nominated 
as  I  was,  it  would  tend  to  unite  and  harmonize  their  friends 
if  it  were  certainly  known  that  I  would  not  be  in  their  way  four 
years  from  now.  If  elected,  it  will  surely  strengthen  my  Ad¬ 
ministration. 

I  need  hardly  assure  you  that  I  would  not  say  anything  to  re¬ 
flect  on  you,  but  under  the  circumstances  this  much  seems  proper. 

Sincerely, 


General  U.  S.  Grant, 
President. 


R.  B.  Hayes 
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Private. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  July  24,  1876. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  I  think  the  assessment  business  will  not  be 
pushed  by  our  committee.  Beyond  that  I  do  not  see  how  I  can 
act  efficiently.  We  can  (and  are  doing  it)  commit  the  party  to 
the  right  doctrines  by  resolutions  of  clubs,  meetings,  and  the  like, 
until  there  will  be  left  no  basis  for  the  objectors.  But  I  suspect 
the  main  thing  is  to  be  like  flint  when  action  is  had.  A  good  de¬ 
gree  of  stubbornness  at  the  start,  I  have  great  faith  in.  I  read 
the  articles  in  the  Nation.  The  trouble  is  not,  it  seems  to  me, 
the  real  intrinsic  difficulty  of  doing  the  right  thing,  but  it  has 
been  that  those  whose  duty  it  was  to  act  didn’t  believe  in  or  care 
for  the  work.  On  a  small  scale,  I  have  tried  it.  It  was  curious 
to  see  the  horror  of  friends  when  I  announced  quietly  that  I 
meant  to  appoint  at  least  one  Democrat  on  every  state  board.  But 
the  thing,  once  done,  soon  became  easy  and  a  matter  of  course. 

Just  now  our  Tilden  people  seem  hereabouts  to  be  drooping. 
Their  currency  muddle,  Hendricks,  etc.,  etc.,  disturb  them.  I 
really  don’t  see  what  their  worry  means,  but  that  there  is  a  worry 
is  plain  enough. 

Don’t  work  too  hard  until  this  torrid  weather  leaves  us.  I 
inherit  a  Presbyterian  fatalism.  We  shall  get  through,  if  we  are 
to  do  it.  With  sincere  regard, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

General  Carl  Schurz. 

Private. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  July  24,  1876. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  I  am  obliged  for  your  letter  as  to  the  [Chi¬ 
cago]  Inter  Ocean,  and  the  caution  you  suggest.  Unfortunately 
I  am  “land-poor,”  and  in  no  condition  to  give  the  sort  of  aid 
required. 

Our  Democratic  friends  are  losing  spirit  rapidly.  But  we  must 
manage  not  to  let  them  drive  off  all  our  Southern  strength.  Your 
debate  in  the  Senate  helped.  It  is  eagerly  read  and  is  the  talk 
of  the  people.  Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  John  Sherman. 
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Private. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  July  24,  1876. 

My  dear  S — :  —  I  hear  as  to  Oregon  the  same  sort  of  facts 
from  other  reliable  sources.  I  suspect  that  through  Dr.  Daven¬ 
port*  you  will  be  able  to  do  whatever  is  practicable. 

Just  now  there  is  an  apparent  drooping  in  the  Tilden  camp. 
It  is  probably  only  temporary  —  due  to  the  difficulty  on  currency. 
Hendricks,  etc.,  etc. 

I  return  to  you  Dr.  Davenport’s  letter. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  William  Henry  Smith. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  July  25,  1876. 

My  dear  Sir  :  —  I  am  glad  you  endorse  the  Letter.  It  seemed 
to  me  that  its  doctrines  would,  if  need  be,  stand  defeat.  I  have 
long  since  got  over  all  tendency  to  panic  because  of  Democratic 
professions  of  confidence.  They  study  it  as  an  art.  It  is  also 
a  test  of  orthodoxy.  A  Democrat  loses  caste  with  his  fellows 
if  he  does  not  brag  on  the  prospects.  —  Thank  you  for  the  letter, 
and  the  good  things  you  are  doing. 

Sincerely, 

Whitelaw  Reid,  Hayes. 

Tribune,  Neu>  York. 

Private. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  July  26,  1876. 

My  dear  Colonel:  —  I  am  really  glad  to  get  the  information 
contained  in  your  esteemed  favor  of  the  25th.  I  had  not  given 
credit  to  the  rumors  you  refer  to  [that  President  Grant  was  un¬ 
friendly  to  the  Hayes  candidacy],  but  it  is  a  satisfaction  to  know 
what  you  state  about  them.  Accept  my  thanks  for  your  attention 
in  this  matter. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Colonel  C.  W.  Moulton. 


*  A  cousin  of  Mr.  Smith’s,  an  Ohio  man,  resident  in  Oregon. 
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Private.  ^  . 

Columbus,  July  27,  1876. 

Dear  General:  —  A  very  good  friend  at  Cincinnati  dreads 
the  effect  of  your  attempting  to  explain  Mr.  Wheeler’s  course 
on  the  Louisville  canal.  I  mention  the  fact  supposing  he  wishes 
it  done.  On  general  principles  I  think  explanations  and  de¬ 
fenses  are  bad  things. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  J.  A.  Garfield. 


Private. 

Columbus,  July  29,  1876. 

My  dear  Major:  —  A  slander  has  been  started  in  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  which  you  may  be  able  to  aid  in  putting  down.  It  is  said 
that  I  appropriated  to  my  own  use  the  money  (about  three  hun¬ 
dred  dollars  or  four  hundred  dollars)  found  on  the  deserter  who 
was  shot  at  Monocacy  the  first  week  in  August,  1864.  You  re¬ 
member  the  case  no  doubt.  He  was  a  Rebel  deserter;  joined 
Company  D,  Twenty-third;  deserted  to  the  Rebels;  was  taken 
prisoner  at  Cloyd’s  Mountain;  escaped;  became  a  bounty- jumper, 
and  was  sent  to  [the]  Twenty-third  (Ohio)  at  Monocacy  early  in 
August,  1864;  tried  as  a  deserter  and  executed.  The  money  he 
had  was  received  for  bounties,  and  it  was  decided  to  take  it  and 
use  it  to  get  a  man  in  his  place.  This  was  no  doubt  done.  Cer¬ 
tainly,  /  didn’t  use  the  money.  Tell  me  all  you  remember  about 
it  and  oblige. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Major  E.  M.  Carey. 


[Similar  letters  were  written  to  General  H.  F.  Devol,  General 
Russell  Hastings,  and  to  Colonel  William  R.  Brown.  To  the 
letter,  which  is  recorded  in  the  Diary,  Mr.  Hayes  appended  this 
comment:  —  “The  foregoing  letter  shows  the  sort  of  falsehoods 
which  the  partisan  press  gathers  up  or  fabricates.  They  are 
not  believed,  however,  and  do  not  worry  me  a  great  deal.”] 

22 
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Columbus,  Ohio,  July  31,  1876. 

My  dear  S — :  —  I  have  your  favor  of  the  29th.  I  can’t  help 
thinking  that  you  overestimate  the  effect  of  the  testimony  at 
Washington.  It  is,  of  course,  noticed  by  the  people,  but  I  sus¬ 
pect  we  are  getting  slowly  into  a  current  which  will  not  be  much 
influenced  by  what  is  done  hereafter  at  Washington. 

I  have  a  good  letter  from  Judge  Taft  [Secretary  of  War],  He 
gives  an  encouraging  account  of  the  feeling  and  purposes  of  those 
around  him.  There  seems  to  be  the  best  of  feeling  in  that 
quarter.  —  Thanks. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  William  Henry  Smith. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  August  4,  1876. 

My  dear  General  :  —  Our  campaign  is  in  good  condition  and 
I  agree  with  Mr.  Perry  that  it  is  not  best  to  make  much  of  the 
topic  he  alludes  to.  Why  allude  to  At  at  cdl?  I  send  you  Mr. 
Perry’s  letter  which  please  return.  Let  me  again  call  your  at¬ 
tention  to  Blaine’s  proposed  Constitutional  Amendment  to  pro¬ 
tect  the  schools.  A  few  paragraphs  on  the  Democratic  treat¬ 
ment  of  it,  its  importance,  etc.,  etc.,  ought  to  be  in  every  speech. 
Talk  to  our  Southern  friends  about  it.  My  correspondence  from 
the  South  indicates  that  it  may  be  of  value  there  also. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  J.  A.  Garfield. 


Columbus,  August  5,  1876. 

My  dear  General:  —  I  have  just  read  the  Amendment  on  the 
schools  question  reported  by  your  House  committee.  Is  it  not  an 
effort  to  get  rid  of  our  issue  without  accomplishing  what  the 
public  sentiment  demands?  It  seems  to  me  you  should  amend  it. 
Strike  out  the  clause  that  gives  Congress  no  legislative  power 
to  enforce  the  provision  and  insert  the  usual  clause  giving  Con¬ 
gress  power  to  enforce  it  by  appropriate  legislation.  Think  of 
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this.  Would  it  not  be  best  to  vote  against  the  amendment  pro¬ 
posed  if  it  is  not  perfected?  It  is  an  important  thing  to  have  this 
amendment  one  that  will  be  effectual. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  J.  A.  Garfield. 

{Telegram.) 

Fremont,  Ohio,  August  7,  1876. 

Honorable  James  G.  Blaine, 

Augusta ,  Maine. 

I  am  greatly  obliged  for  your  dispatch,  and  will  give  immediate 
attention  to  its  suggestions. 

R.  B.  Hayes. 


Private. 

Fremont,  August  7,  1876. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  I  am  afraid  it  will  be  found  that  the  House 
has  made  a  serious  mistake  in  adopting  the  resolution  on  the 
Sixteenth  Amendment.  I  am  sure  they  have,  if  the  telegraph 
has  given  us  the  exact  facts. 

Schools  are  aided  in  New  York  and  in  other  places  by  appro¬ 
priations  from  public  funds,  which  are  plainly  of  a  sectarian 
character.  Those  funds  may  not  be  raised  for  public  schools. 
They  may  be  from  taxation  for  general  purposes.  The  thing  to 
be  prohibited  is  not  merely  a  division  of  school  funds  but  the 
application  of  any  public  money  to  sectarian  schools. 

But  worst  of  all  is  the  jesuitical  clause  at  the  close  of  the 
amendment  which  deprives  it  of  all  value.  That  is  not  what  the 
friends  of  the  amendment  want.  It  is  the  work  of  the  enemies 
of  the  principle. 

I  trust  the  Senate  will  promptly  amend  the  resolution,  give 
Congress  the  usual  power  to  enforce  it  by  appropriate  legislation, 
and  return  it  to  the  House.  If  the  House  refuses  to  concur,  it 
will  make  an  issue  which  will  destroy  all  chance  of  Democratic 
success  in  the  fall. 
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Let  me  urge  you  to  give  this  attention  in  a  way  that  will  be 
effective. 


Sincerely, 

Honorable  John  Sherman. 


R.  B.  Hayes.* 


Private. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  August  9,  1876. 

My  dear  General:  —  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  esteemed  favor 
as  to  the  prospects  of  the  campaign  [which  were  painted  as  ex¬ 
ceedingly  gloomy  at  that  time]  and  making  important  sugges¬ 
tions.  I  also  received  and  replied  to  your  former  letter. 

Let  me  assure  you  that  nothing  of  the  sort  contained  in  your 
letter  will  shake,  or  tend  to  shake,  my  faith  in  your  hearty  zeal 
in  the  cause.  To  be  frank  is  the  best  proof  of  it.  I  do  not 
usually  give  much  thought  to  the  prospects  of  a  canvass.  So 
far  as  they  indicate  something  to  be  done,  I  try  to  consider 
them.  But  having  fired  my  shot,  and  supposing  I  would  remain 
passive  hereafter,  I  have  preferred  not  to  know  much  that  would 
either  depress  or  elate.  I  will,  however,  think  seriously  of  your 
suggestions-  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  as  my  past  and  my  letters 
and  speeches,  a  few  of  which  are  published  in  Howard’s  “Life,” 
are  examined,  the  people  will  find  that  I  am  likely  to  be  one  of 
the  last  men  in  the  world  to  back  out  of  a  good  work,  deliberately 
entered  upon.  I  send  you  a  speech  by  Judge  Johnston,  a  shrewd 
observer. 

I  wonder  if  you  see  what  I  am  discovering  beyond  all  question 
in  Ohio.  A  vast  majority  of  “the  plain  people”  think  of  this 
as  the  mam  inteiest  in  the  canvass:  A  Democratic  victory  will 
bring  the  Rebellion  into  power.  They  point  to  a  host  of"  facts 
and  are  greatly  moved  by  them.  But  in  any  event  we  are  to 
fight  it  out.  If  the  prospect  is  good  it  will  be  a  pleasant  task. 
But  if  it  is  against  odds  the  work  will  be  nobler. 

*  This  letter  was  endorsed  :  —  “Mr.  Frelinghuysen  :  —  I  call  yonr  atten¬ 
tion  to  this  letter  of  Governor  Hayes.  You  have  already  anticipated  his 
objections.  Please  regard  this  note  as  confidential  with  you  and  your 

Republican  colleagues  of  the  committee,  and  return  it  to  me. _ John 

Sherman.” 
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I  do  not  hear  where  you  go  earliest.  You  can  do  great  good, 
I  learn,  in  Wisconsin,  after  you  are  through  with  New  York, 
or  rather  the  opening  in  New  York. 

You  do  not  send  the  whole  of  Mr.  W — ’s  [Horace  White’s] 
letter,  but  from  what  you  send  it  looks  as  if  Mr.  W — supposed 
that  North  Carolina  had  a  state  election  this  year  in  August. 
This  is  an  error.  No  election  there  until  November. 

With  very  hearty  confidence  in  our  cause,  believe  me, 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

P.  S.  — August  io.  —  The  foregoing  was  written  at  my  office 
in  the  midst  of  interruptions.  I  wish  to  add  my  thanks  for  your 
letter  [to  Mr.  Oswald  Ottendorfer,  editor  of  the  Staats  Zeitung, 
New  York],  and  to  congratulate  you  on  its  success.  It  is  doing 
good. 

We  had  the  best  convention  and  it  gave  us  the  best  ticket 
Cincinnati  has  had  for  years.  The  good  elements  of  the  party 
were  uppermost  at  all  points.  We  have  a  fair  fighting  chance 
to  win,  and  this  with  the  goodness  of  our  cause  ought  to  keep 
us  in  good  heart.  —  H. 

Honorable  Carl  Schurz. 


[After  expressing  very  despondent  views  of  the  party’s  pros¬ 
pects,  Mr.  Schurz  had  gone  on  to  write:  — 

“I  do  not  want  you  to  understand  me  as  if  these  prospects 
could  influence  my  conduct  in  this  campaign.  Not  at  all.  I  shall 
go  to  work  as  earnestly  as  if  our  chances  were  ever  so  good.  I 
think  also  that  they  can  be  greatly  improved.  But  it  requires 
something  which  nobody  can  do  for  you;  something  which  you 
can  only  do  for  yourself.  The  artfully  cultivated  impression 
that  ‘Governor  Hayes,  although  an  upright,  able,  and  well-mean¬ 
ing  gentleman,  has  always  sympathized  with  Grant  in  all  his 
doings  and  is  under  such  obligations  to  the  old  party  leaders  that 
they  will  inevitably  control  his  Administration,’  is  what  hurts 
you  most.  Your  Letter  of  Acceptance  is  sneered  at  as  a  bundle 
of  well-meant  promises  which  the  opposition  of  the  old  party 
leaders  will  prevent  you  from  carrying  out.  This  impression 
2  3  * 
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must  be  destroyed.  In  my  opinion  some  opportunity  should  be 
made  use  of  by  yourself  to  express  your  sentiments  in  that  re¬ 
spect.  If  you  do  not  like  the  flavor  of  a  letter  addressed  to  some 
friend,  it  might  be  in  a  little  speech  to  a  serenading  party  or 
something  of  that  kind,  and  it  can  be  done  in  language  which 
will  not  offend  anybody,  but  appear  as  a  simple  sequel  to  your 
Letter  of  Acceptance. 

“But  iii  some  way  the  country  should  be  made  to  understand, 
that  you  do  not  consider  yourself  under  obligations  to  anybody, 
either  for  a  vote  in  the  convention  or  support  in  the  election ; 
that  people  who  support  you  have  to  do  so  for  the  country’s  sake 
and  not  your  own ;  that  in  your  opinion  the  duties  of  government 
stand  above  all  personal  obligation ;  that  those  who  inquire  about 
your  opinions  concerning  public  measures  and  current  events 
(an  allusion  to  Grant’s  recent  performances)  should  read  your 
Letter  of  Acceptance ;  that  those  who  indulge  in  speculations 
as  to  what  influences  will  be  powerful  in  }'our  Administration 
should  also  study  that  document ;  that  your  Letter  of  Acceptance 
contains  your  program  of  policy  which  was  not  only  put  forth 
in  good  faith  but  will  in  every  point  be  strictly  adhered  to;  that 
you  were  aware  of  the  difficulties  to  be  overcome  in  that  respect ; 
that  only  such  men  and  influences  will  be  powerful  with  you  in 
your  Administration,  as  will  aid  you  in  good  faith  in  carrying 
out  that  plan  of  policy  and  all  the  reforms  included  in  it ;  that 
you  had  promised  this  to  the  American  people,  and  that  nobody 
had  ever  had  reason  to  think  R.  B.  Hayes  capable  of  breaking 
his  word,  etc.  Such  an  expression  of  sentiment,  giving  proof 
of  your  earnestness  in  strong  and  unmistakable  language,  would 
go  very  far  to  remove  the  apprehensions  which  are  now  working 
so  strongly  against  us.  And  I  repeat,  nobody  can  do  that  for 
you.”] 


Confidential. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  August  io,  1876. 

My  dear  S — :  —  I  have  your  letter  of  the  8th.  The  enclosure 
contains  some  things  I  can  use.  But,  as  a  rule,  when  anything 
is  needed,  it  is  better  to  advise  the  parties  to  attend  to  the  affair 
requiring  notice  themselves.  I  am  so  overwhelmed  with  demands 
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on  my  time  and  pen  that  I  can’t  address  the  gentlemen  needed 
as  speakers  or  otherwise. 

I  hate  assessments.  They  are  all  wrong,  and  are  sure  to  do 
more  harm  than  good.  Office-holders,  like  other  people,  should 
be  left  free  to  contribute  or  not  as  they  choose. 

I  am  glad  you  are  well  organized  in  Illinois.  All  of  such  work 
is  contagious,  and  will  spread  from  Chicago  into  the  West  and 
Northwest  generally. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  William  Henry  Smith. 

Personal  and  Private. 

Columbus,  August  12,  1876. 

My  dear  General:  —  Thanks  for  your  speech;  it  is  capital. 
The  true  issue  in  the  minds  of  the  masses  is  simply.  Shall  the 
late  Rebels  have  the  Government? 

As  to  the  school  issue :  The  Democrats  are  so  afraid  of  it  that 
they  will  perhaps  adopt  anything  to  get  it  out  of  the  way.  The 
question  now  is  in  good  shape  just  as  it  stands.  The  Senate 
committee  has  reported  our  Amendment  and  the  House  gave  the 
Democratic  Amendment.  Let  the  people  choose.  It  is  not  im¬ 
portant  to  pass  it  through  the  Senate  at  this  session.  Let  it  be 
debated  and  considered  by  the  country. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  J.  A.  Garfield. 


August  13.  Sunday.  —  Last  night,  with  Attorney-General 
John  Little,  I  met  Senator  Morton  at  Bradford  Junction,  on  his 
request,  to  talk  over  the  political  situation.  We  rode  together  to 
this  place,  having  left  here  to  meet  him  at  5:40  P.  M.  and 
reached  here  at  12:45  A.  M-.  after  an  interview  of  three  hours. 
Governor  Morton  regards  the  situation  as  grave ;  that  if  Indiana 
is  Democratic  in  October,  our  chance  is  not  over  one  in  ten  of 
success  in  the  country  in  November;  that  if  we  carry  Indiana  in 
October,  our  chances  of  carrying  the  country  in  November  are 
forty-nine  in  fifty;  in  short,  that  we  lose  the  Presidency  in 
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November  if  we  lose  Indiana  in  October.  He  thought  it  his 
duty  to  state  to  me  the  condition  and  prospects ;  that  we  ought 
to  face  it.  He  detailed  the  figures  of  elections  in  Indiana  since 
i860.  He  showed  the  closeness  of  the  State.  Also  referred 
to  the  Greenback  party  —  its  organization,  growing  strength, 
and  the  fact  that  it  drew  four-fifths  of  its  voters  from  our  side. 

I  said,  “And  now  the  remedy?”  He  after  some  further  talk 
said,  “Money  and  speakers.”  Money  to  pay  men  to  travel  and 
organize,  to  print  and  circulate  documents,  etc.,  etc.  To  my 
question,  “How  much  is  needed  to  do  the  work  required  to  carry 
the  State?”  he  replied  one  thousand  dollars  to  a  county  will  do 
it,  or  ninety-four  [actual  number,  ninety-two]  counties,  one  hun¬ 
dred  thousand  dollars.  I  asked,  “How  much  is  generally  used?” 
He  replied,  “Four  years  ago  we  had  from  outside  the  State 
fifty-five  thousand  dollars.”  As  to  speakers,  he  named  Judge 
Kelley,  Robert  G.  Ingersoll,  Carl  Schurz,  Gibson,  [George  A.] 
Sheridan,  and  perhaps  others.  Others  to  be  seen  or  written  to  on 

the  money  question  are  Governor  Morgan,  Mr. - ,  of  Boston, 

and  perhaps  others. 

On  the  whole,  his  talk  was  not  encouraging.  The  use  of 
money,  I  have  little  faith  in,  and  I  am  confident  no  such  large 
sum  can  be  raised.  I  mean  to  go  through  cheerfully  and  firmly 
and  with  clean  hands.  If  defeated,  there  will  be  no  bitterness 
in  the  disappointment,  and  I  shall  have  my  self-respect  and  an 
approving  conscience. 

4  P.  M.  —  I  just  wrote  General  Buckland,*  who  is  enjoying 
the  Centennial  [Exposition  at  Philadelphia],  the  following  hon¬ 
est  words:  —  “You  are  to  be  envied.  Now  that  the  flush  of 
gratification  upon  the  nomination  is  about  at  an  end,  I  begin  to 
prefer  the  independence  of  a  private  citizen.  If  the  result  leaves 
me  so,  I  will  be  the  most  contented  defeated  Presidential  candi¬ 
date,  having  any  prospects,  that  was  ever  voted  for.” 


Columbus,  Ohio,  August  13,  1876. 
My  dear  Lucy  :  —  I  am  lonely  without  you.  .  .  .  Last 

evening  I  went  with  Attorney-General  Little  to  near  the  west 

*  Mr.  Hayes  had  resigned  from  the  Ohio  Centennial  Commission  July 
3.  1876,  and  been  succeeded  by  General  Buckland. 


THE  HAYES-TILDEN  CAMPAIGN 


345 


line  of  the  State  to  ride  back  with  Governor  Morton.  We  left 
about  6  P.  M.  and  were  at  home  about  midnight.  Morton  is 
vigorous  but  has  aged,  and  looks  more  like  Nast’s  unfavorable 
cartoons  than  I  had  supposed.  Mrs.  Morton  is  a  good  woman. 
She  is  at  his  side,  looking  out  for  all  dangers,  cheerful  and  in¬ 
telligent.  He  is  not  overconfident  of  Indiana,  but  will  work  well. 

When  I  am  alone  I  always  wish  I  was  a  quiet  private  citizen 
again.  But  it  will  soon  be  [so]  if  we  are  beaten.  I  almost  hope 
we  shall  be.  Independence  is  such  a  comfort  and  blessing.  .  .  . 


Mrs.  PIayes, 

Chillicothe. 

Private. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  August  13,  1876. 
My  dear  R — : —  .  .  .  An  important  matter.  Indiana  is 

close.  If  we  carry  it  the  victory  is  ours  in  the  Nation  almost  be¬ 
yond  a  question.  If  we  lose  it,  with  the  South  gone,  (as  it  is,  all 
but  one  or  two  States )  our  chances  are  small.  The  Greenback- 
organizations  draw  more  from  us  than  from  the  Democrats.  It 
needs  organization,  speakers,  documents,  and  perhaps  at  two 
points  the  establishment  of  Republican  newspapers.  Think  of  it, 
the  important  town  of  Terre  Haute  has  no  Republican  paper! 
For  all  this,  money  is  required,  and  now.  Will  you  see  Mr. 
Forbes  [while  you  are  in  Boston]  and  spread  this  before  him? 
Our  National  Committee  needs  funds  for  the  general  campaign. 
Ascertain  what  is  doing.  If  anything  is  done  or  to  be  done?  I 
do  not  believe  in  any  miscellaneous  use  of  money  in  elections. 
But  for  the  objects  named  it  is  necessary.* 

[Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes.] 

W.  K.  Rogers. 

*  This  letter  failed  to  reach  Mr.  Rogers. 
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Private. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  August  14,  1876. 

My  dear  General  :  —  When  I  last  saw  you,  you  mentioned  a 
few  places  in  Indiana  as  points  at  which  you  would  be  likely  to 
speak  during  the  canvass.  I  now  write  to  say  that  our  friends 
in  that  State  think  it  important  that  you  should  speak  at  Indian¬ 
apolis,  Fort  Wayne,  Evansville,  and  other  points,  at  as  early  a 
day  as  may  be  practicable. 

In  this  State  our  nominations  at  Cincinnati,  Dayton,  Cleveland, 
and  in  fact  at  all  points,  show  that  the  best  elements  of  the  party 
are  in  the  ascendant.  It  is  a  decidedly  noticeable  feature  of  the 
canvass. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

General  Carl  Schurz. 

Private. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  August  17,  1876. 

My  dear  General:  —  I  am  templed  to  call  your  attention  to 
two  facts:  First,  the  character  of  the  new  men  nominated  by 
the  Republicans  for  Congress  in  this  State  —  such  men  as  Gov¬ 
ernor  Cox,  Judge  Force,  Judge  Matthews,  General  Keifer,  John 
Howard  (Dayton),  McKinley  (Stark  County),  and  the  old 
members  like  Garfield,  to  be  renominated,  Monroe,  Danforth, 
Poster,  etc.,  etc.  Perhaps  all  can  be  counted  on  to  stand  heartilv 
for  the  civil  service  reform  of  my  Letter.  They  are  my  cronies, 
most  of  them,  —  in  the  same  regiment,  two ;  in  the  same  college, 
two,  and  so  on.  Now,  is  not  this  an  assurance  that  we  are  on 
strong  ground?  Second.  On  the  other  hand,  General  Ewing, 
the  champion  of  inflation,  leads  the  Democratic  delegation  to 
Congress.  Think  of  it  and  take  courage. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

General  Carl  Schurz. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  August  18,  1876. 
My  dear  Sir  :  —  I  have  your  letter  of  the  16th.  I  agree  per¬ 
fectly  that  these  political  assessments,  practically  compulsory, 
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are  inconsistent  with  correct  views  of  civil  service  reform,  and 
wrong. 

I  doubt  if  this  letter  will  reach  you,  and  therefore  only  say 
that  it  occurs  to  me  the  best  thing  is  for  me  to  authorize  A.  F. 
Perry,  of  Cincinnati,  now  at  the  head  of  our  electoral  ticket, 
to  state  authoritatively  my  well  known  views  on  this  subject  in 
his  discussion  of  the  civil  service  part  of  my  Letter.  How  will 
this  do? 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

General  Carl  Schurz. 

Private. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  August  15,  1876. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  Our  campaign  in  the  States  of  Ohio  and 
Indiana  is  now  opened  and  we  are  anxious  to  have  you  take  part 
in  it,  at  as  early  a  day  as  you  may  be  able  to  do  so.  New  York 
can  decide  the  election  in  our  favor  even  if  Indiana  is  carried 
against  us  in  October.  But  to  carry  Indiana  at  the  state  election 
is  no  doubt  a  long  step  towards  victory  in  New  York.  Besides, 
your  speeches  in  the  West  will  attract  great  attention.  They  will 
be  published  and  strengthen  us  in  all  parts  of  the  United  States. 
Your  great  speech  in  1872  aroused  and  equipped  our  speakers 
and  furnished  the  press  with  arguments  in  every  State.  Your 
presence  here  will  impart  to  our  canvass  life  and  enthusiasm, 
and  insure  that  energetic  effort  which  brings  out  a  full  vote  and 
commands  success. 

The  more  meetings  you  can  address,  the  better;  but  if  you 
speak  only  in  two  or  three  leading  cities  in  each  of  the  States 
named  and  at  Chicago  and  Milwaukee,  I  shall  feel  that  you  have 
placed  the  country  and  all  of  us  under  great  obligations. 

Sincerely,  your  friend, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  Roscoe  Conkling. 


Columbus,  August  19,  1876.  —  Nothing  during  the  canvass 
thus  far  has  been  said  by  adversaries  against  me,  that  has  given 
me  much  trouble.  The  attacks  have  been  chiefly  false  statements 
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as  to  the  coal  miners’  strike  in  the  Tuscarawas  Valley,  as  to  my 
being  a  salary  grabber,  as  to  joining  a  secret  anti-foreigners 
order  in  Philadelphia,  July  5,  as  to  the  [temperance]  crusade, 
as  to  embezzling  two  cannon  captured  in  West  Virginia,  [and] 
as  to  neglecting  to  pay  my  board  at  Princeton,  West  Virginia, 
during  the  war. 

The  only  slander  that  has  given  me  annoyance  is  the  one  re¬ 
ferred  to  in  my  letter  addressed  to  Major  Carey,  Colonel  Brown, 
General  Devol,  [and]  General  Hastings.  It  was  printed  in  a 
Democratic  paper  at  Point  Pleasant,  and  two  publications  have 
been  made  in  the  Cincinnati  Enquirer  in  regard  to  it.  It  worries 
my  friends  in  Pomeroy,  Gallipolis,  and  the  Kanawha  Valley.  I 
have  not  wished  to  make  any  denials  of  any  falsehood  over  my 
own  signature.  [I  have  preferred]  to  leave  my  friends  to  deal 
with  all  such  affairs.  It  now  occurs  to  me  to  allow  Loomis 
(B.  J.),  of  the  [Cincinnati]  Commercial,  to  interview  me  about  it. 
Governor  Hendricks  has  done  this  about  some  wench  story  or 
other  slander.  I  will  now  set  down  what  can  be  said  in  an 
interview : — 

Reporter.  —  I  have  called  to  ask  if  you  object  to  an  interview 
on  the  subject  of  the  story  of  the  deserter’s  money,  said  to  have 
been  appropriated  by  you  to  your  own  use? 

Answer.  —  I  do  not  intend  to  discuss  political  questions  during 
my  candidacy ;  at  least,  that  is  my  present  purpose  about  it,  and 
I  would  decline  to  be  interviewd  on  public  affairs,  but  this  charge, 
aimed  at  my  character  for  integrity,  and  as  a  soldier,  is  of  such 
a  nature  that  I  am  glad  to  have  an  opportunity  to  reply  to  it 
publicly. 

Reporter.  —  Please  give  me  the  facts  in  regard  to  this  charge. 

Answer.  —  The  charge  is  that  I  appropriated  to  my  own  use 
four  hundred  dollars  in  money  taken  from  a  man  who  was  shot 
as  a  deserter  or  spy  (for  he  was  both)  at  Monocacy  Junction, 
Maryland,  in  General  Sheridan’s  Army  of  the  Shenandoah,  in 
August,  1864.  The  case  was  a  remarkable  one  on  account  of  the 
coincidences  which  led  him  to  his  fate.  In  the  fall  of  1863,  he 
came  in  Rebel  uniform  into  the  Union  lines  in  the  Kanawha 
Valley,  claiming  to  be  a  Union  man  who  had  been  forced  into 
the  Rebel  army.  Subsequently,  he  enlisted  in  Company  D, 
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Twenty-third  Ohio.  Soon  after  he  became  sick  and  was  in  hos¬ 
pital  a  month  or  two.  Next  he  deserted,  taking  with  him  arms 
and  equipments,  with  watches  and  pistols  that  he  stole  from  his  ^ 
comrades.  Afterwards,  May  9,  1864,  he  was  taken  prisoner 
with  arms  in  his  hands,  fighting  in  the  Rebel  ranks  at  Cloyd’s 
Mountain,  was  recognized  by  Twenty-third  men  who  were  de¬ 
tailed  to  guard  prisoners,  and  finding  he  was  discovered  managed 
to  escape  in  the  night. 

In  August  afterwards,  a  squad  of  recruits  and  drafted  men 
and  substitutes  was  brought  to  the  Twenty-third  Regiment  from 
Ohio,  while  the  regiment  was  camped  at  Monocacy  Junction, 
August  5,  1864.  Among  them  this  Rebel  deserter,  Union  de¬ 
serter,  and  spy  and  bounty- jumper  was  discovered. 

The  facts  were  reported  to  General  Crook’s  headquarters.  His 
adjutant-general.  Captain  J.  L.  Bottsford,  ordered  a  drumhead 
court  martial  to  meet  immediately.  The  court  was  probably 
mainly  from  my  brigade.  But  I  was  not  on  the  court  and  had 
nothing  to  do  with  it,  as  I  now  remember.  The  man  was  tried, 
found  guilty,  and  sentenced  to  be  shot.  He  confessed  that  after 
his  escape  in  June,  1864,  he  went  down  the  Kanawha  to  Ohio 
and  became  a  bounty- jumper.  That  he  had  received  a  number 
of  times  bounties  from  localities  and  perhaps  individuals  and  had 
deserted;  was  prevented  from  doing  it  on  this  occasion  by  the 
recent  order  which  required  that  recruits  should  be  receipted  for 
at  their  regiments  before  payment  of  bounties ;  that  he  had 
money,  about  four  hundred  dollars,  received  for  bounties  he  had 
jumped,  and  two  watches;  that  he  had  no  family,  unless  he  had 
a  mother  living  whom  he  had  not  seen  in  some  years  and  whose 
residence  he  couldn’t  tell. 

After  the  trial,  members  of  the  court  martial,  on  talking  it 
over,  concluded  that  as  the  bounty  money  of  the  Rebel  spy  and 
deserter  was  received  from  localities  or  individuals  and  the 
Government  to  furnish  a  soldier  for  the  Twenty-third  Regiment; 
that  it  ought  to  be  used  to  get  another  recruit  for  the  same  regi¬ 
ment,  and  that  it  should  be  delivered  to  the  proper  officer  for 
that  purpose.  In  all  this  I  concurred.  I  have  always  supposed 
that  this  was  accordingly  done  with  the  money. 

I  have  often  told  the  story  of  this  spy  and  deserter,  it  being 
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interesting  on  account  of  its  coincidences,  and  have  always  spoken 
of  the  money  as  being  used  to  get  a  recruit  for  the  Twenty-third 
in  place  of  the  Rebel  deserter  and  spy.  Mr.  Harper  says  an 
orderly  came  from  me  after  him,  and  that  at  my  headquarters  he 
gave  up  the  money  in  the  presence  of  General  Comly.  I  have 
no  recollection  of  it.  But  we  were  in  the  midst  of  the  busiest 
year  of  the  war,  and  were  just  entering  on  one  of  the  most 
exciting  and  absorbing  campaigns  of  that  year,  viz.,  Sheridan’s 
Shenandoah  Valley  campaign.  Since  hearing  of  this  affair  last 
month,  I  have  tried  to  find  out  all  I  could  about  it.  I  wrote  the 
following  letter  and  sent  copies  to  surviving  officers  likely  to 
know  about  it,  as  soon  as  I  could  learn  their  address. 

I  sent  [the  letter]  to  Major  Carey  of  the  Twenty-third,  who 
was  president  of  the  court  martial,  and  received  a  reply ;  to 
General  Devol,  who  commanded  [the]  Thirty-sixth  Ohio,  one  of 
the  regiments  of  my  brigade,  and  [received]  a  reply;  to  Colonel 
Brown,  ditto,  and  a  reply;  to  General  Enochs;  to  Captain  Joseph 
L.  Bottsford,  General  Crook’s  adjutant-general  and  a  reply; 
[to]  my  adjutant-general,  and  others.  I  hear  of  none  who  recol¬ 
lect  the  payment  of  the  money  by  Harper,  but  it  might  have  oc¬ 
curred.  My  orderly,  who  was  most  likely  to  have  carried  the 
word  to  Mr.  Harper,  if  he  was  sent  for,  was  George  Brigdon, 
my  color-bearer.  He  was  killed  in  battle,  within  four  weeks 
after  the  execution  of  this  deserter,  at  Berryville.  The  most 
probable  man  to  have  been  judge-advocate  was  Captain  Gillis, 
Twenty-third,  who  was  killed  at  the  same  battle.  Captain  Austin, 
Twenty-third,  another  possible  member,  killed  in  same  battle. 
Captain,  afterwards  Major,  Thompson,  of  Twenty-third,  is  now 
dead.  General  Hastings,  my  adjutant-general,  was  absent  the 
evening  of  the  execution.  Lieutenant  Mather,  Thirteenth  Vir¬ 
ginia,  one  of  my  aides,  is  confident  Mr.  Harper  never  gave  up 
the  money;  is  ready  to  swear  to  conversations  with  Harper,  in 
which  he  (Harper)  admitted  having  the  money  long  after  the 
trial.  My  other  aide,  Lieutenant  O.  J.  Wood,  Thirty-sixth  Ohio, 
I  have  not  heard  from. 

Reporter.  —  What  became  of  the  watches  ? 
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Answer.  —  I  understand  that  Mr.  Harper  has  never  been  able 
to  find  the  mother  of  the  deserter,  and  he,  therefore,  still  has  the 
watches  in  his  possession. 

Reporter.  —  What  does  Harper  refer  to  when  he  says  that  both 
himself  and  you  (Hayes)  have  been  “maligned”  and  slandered 
about  this  money? 

Answer.  —  I  do  not  know.  I  never  heard  an  intimation  that 
there  was  a  charge  against  me  until  since  my  nomination.  Major 
Carey  says  the  same,  and  so  Colonel  Devol. 

A  number  of  recruits  came  to  the  regiment  after  this  affair 
at  Monocacy.  I  have  always  believed  that  one  of  them  was  ob¬ 
tained  with  this  money.  I  have  no  recollection  of  receiving  the 
money,  as  stated  by  Mr.  Harper,  but  if  I  did,  I  believe  his  state¬ 
ment  is  substantially  correct.  At  the  same  time  I  know  that  I 
never  retained  the  money  in  my  custody.  I  never  used  it  or 
appropriated  it  to  my  own  use.  If  handed  to  me,  it  was  im¬ 
mediately  then  and  there  given  over  to  the  proper  officer  to  get 
another  recruit.* 


Private. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  August  22,  1876. 

My  dear  Sir  :  —  I  am  satisfied  that  the  state  election  in  Indiana 
is  of  the  greatest  importance.  Without  dwelling  on  the  topic  I 
now  write  to  urge  liberal  —  I  mean,  exceptionally  liberal  —  ap¬ 
propriations  to  Indiana  of  material  aid.  Too  much  cannot,  in  my 
judgment,  be  done.  If  our  friends  in  Illinois  will  take  hold  of  it, 
the  State  of  Indiana  can  probably  be  carried  and  in  that  case 
victory  in  the  nation  is  insured  in  November.  I  write  this  be¬ 
cause  I  believe  it  is  necessary  to  do  it. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes.| 

Honorable  James  P.  Root. 

*This  proposed  interview  was  never  published. 

t  This  letter  is  endorsed  by  Mr.  Hayes :  “Used  at  Chicago  and  New 
York  and  returned  to  me  by  Colonel  Foster  of  Indiana,  September  23,  1876. 
‘Did  good.’  ” 
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Private. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  August  25,  1876. 

My  dear  General:  —  I  hear  from  two  friends  that  you  feel 
“gloomy”  as  to  the  prospects.  Your  influence  is  large.  You  can 
influence  many  minds.  It  is  too  early  to  make  figures.  Let  me 
urge  you  to  great  caution  in  this  regard. 

I  have  stopped  all  the  practices  you  complain  of  within  my 
reach.  Some  are  denied.  Some  are  explained.  I  would  write 
more  fully,  but  money  has  corrupted  one  post-office  clerk,  and  I 
do  not  feel  safe. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

General  Carl  Schurz. 

[The  preceding  letter,  no  doubt  took  the  place  of  what  prom¬ 
ised  to  be  a  longer  letter,  begun  the  same  day,  which  was  laid 
by  unfinished.  This  reads  :] 

Private. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  August  25,  1876. 

My  dear  General  :  —  My  inquiries  do  not  show  such  a  state 
of  facts  as  seem  to  warrant  a  personal  statement.  The  news¬ 
paper  accounts  are  denied.  But  in  any  event,  all  who  support  me 
are  authorized  to  argue  by  my  Letter  and  by  my  well  known 
opinions,  that  I  do  not  believe  in  compulsory,  or  other  official, 
assessments.  It  is  the  simple  truth.  Worse  things  are  reported 
to  me,  not  of  a  political  nature,  than  those  you  allude  to. 

I  wish  I  could  talk  to  the  public  on  this  whole  subject,  with 
somebody  else  standing  in  my  position  as  the  candidate. 

You  overestimate  the  weight  with  me  of  the  consideration  that 
defeat  may  follow  certain  conduct.  Do  not  misunderstand  me. 
I  can  stand  defeat  very  well.  I  want  to  do  what  is  sensible  and 
right,  and  can  afford  to  abide  the  consequences. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  August  30,  1876. 

My  dear  General:  —  I  am  sorry  not  to  be  able  to  meet  you 
at  Cincinnati.  Can’t  we  meet  here  before  you  return ? 
Your  speeches  do  great  good.  We  should  cultivate  a  hopeful 
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tone.  Men  in  the  right  can  afford  to  be  cheerful  even  if  the  out¬ 
look  is  gloomy.  Since  New  York  we  are  surely  bound  to  gain. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

General  C.  Schurz. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  September  5,  1876. 

My  dear  General:  —  I  send  you  another  more  careful  state¬ 
ment.  The  values  were  in  fact  put  down  by  me,  and  I  am  willing 
to  stand  by  them.  The  only  question  possible  was  as  to  my  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  credits  coming  from  Birchard.  You  will  see  my 
reply  is  twofold  and  either  is  ample.  Besides,  the  official  looked 
into  it  and  concurred  with  me.  This  on  the  first  occasion  in  1874. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

P.  S.  —  I  owned  no  piano,  nor  was  one  in  the  house  until  Sep¬ 
tember,  1875,  when  one  was  rented  by  my  wife,  to  be  used  by  a 
relative  visiting  us,  during  my  absence  in  the  canvass  last  fall. 
I  bought  it  this  summer  by  trading  a  lot  for  it.  —  H. 

General  J.  C.  Lee. 


Private. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  September  6,  1876. 

My  dear  General  :  —  Your  esteemed  favor  of  the  third  finds 
me  overwhelmed  with  letters,  dispatches,  and  inquiries  about  the 
latest  scandal  - —  the  charge-  that  1  made  false  returns  of  property 
for  taxation  in  1874-5-6.  I  had  just,  with  much  trouble  and 
worriment,  hunted  down  and  closed  out  the  four-hundred-dollar 
slander,  and  supposed  I  was  out  of  the  woods.  But  I  suspect 
the  case  made  against  Tilden  is  to  be  replied  to  by  a  flood  of 
falsehood  and  calumny  about  me. 

The  truth  is,  my  property  returns  were  full,  honest,  and,  if  in 
error  at  all  as  to  values,  they  were  placed  above  the  actual  cash 
values.  My  extravagancies,  if  I  have  any,  run  to  books ;  and  to 
trees,  flowers,  and  other  improvements  of  my  place.  I  had  noth¬ 
ing  in  the  way  of  furniture,  horses,  or  equipages  that  were  [was] 
23 
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more  than  barely  decent.  But  it  is  easy  to  talk  of  expensive 
horses,  carriages,  etc.  As  to  wealth,  my  property  is  almost  en¬ 
tirely  real  estate.  The  rest,  bank  and  other  stocks,  taxed  in  the 
name  of  the  corporation.  You  may  feel  safe  that  in  all  this  there 
is  no  damaging  fact.  And  whenever  the  truth  can  be  known,  as 
it  is  at  my  home,  there  will  be  nothing  in  it  to  relieve  the  case 
against  Tilden,  whatever  that  may  be.  I  send  you  enclosed  a 
pretty  good  account  of  this  affair  published  by  General  Comly  in 
the  State  Journal  of  this  morning.  I  do  not  wish  to  weary  you 
with  this.  But  it  concerns  my  character  for  common  honesty 
in  ordinary  life,  and  I  confess  that  I  am  interested  more  in  that 
than  in  that  which  touches  my  prospects  of  political  advance¬ 
ment. 

I  am  somewhat  surprised  by  the  contents  of  your  note.*  But 
perhaps  you  are  right.  My  only  correspondence  is  with  Mr.  Mc¬ 
Cormick,  and  he  is  perhaps  not  as  agreeably  situated  as  could  be 
wished.  I  hope  to  see  General  Cox  next  Sunday  or  Monday,  and 
if  so  will  confer  with  him  about  it.  In  the  meantime  let  me 
assure  you  that  my  stakes,  as  set  in  the  Letter,  will  stand.  If 
elected  you  can  trust  me  to  adhere  to  the  text.  No  political, 
no  partisan  duty,  (if  such  things  can  be  called  duties!)  — at  any 
rate,  no  partisan  or  personal  service  shall  be  required,  or  allowed 
to  be  required,  of  public  officers. 

The  general  drift  of  the  campaign  is  thought  by  the  active  men 
I  meet  to  be  in  our  favor.  But  any  observer  can  see  that  the 
result  is  in  doubt.  This  will  not,  I  hope,  discourage  men  who  are 
in  earnest.  Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

General  Carl  Schurz. 

*  Information,  apparently  well  authenticated,  that  assessments  for  party 
purposes  were  being  levied  on  clerks  in  the  various  government  offices 
at  Washington.  Mr.  Schurz  urged  Mr.  Hayes  to  “protest  against  all 
practices  not  in  entire  harmony  with  his  Letter  of  Acceptance”,  adding: 
“I  am  sure  you  will  gain  immensely  in  strength  the  very  moment  you 
protest  against  such  practices  and  demand  the  refunding  of  the  money. 
It  will  not  only  be  right,  it  will  be  one  of  the  greatest  strokes  of  the 
campaign  and  do  more  than  all  our  speeches.”  Two  days  later  Mr. 
Hayes  wrote  his  protest  to  Mr.  McCormick,  secretary  of  the  Republican 
National  Committee. 
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Private  and  confidential. 

Columbus,  September  7,  1876. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  I  appreciate  the  honor  suggested  in  your  note 
of  the  fourth,  and  but  for  a  rule  laid  down  for  myself  regulating 
my  expenditures  during  the  candidacy,  I  should  accept  it  grate¬ 
fully  and  cheerfully  comply  with  the  usage.  Under  existing  cir¬ 
cumstances  you  will  excuse  me  for  declining  the  honor. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes* 

Martin  Stines, 

Pittsburgh. 

Private. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  September  8,  1876. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  I  send  you  a  slip,  cut  from  an  Eastern  news¬ 
paper,  on  the  subject  of  assessments  upon  officials’  salaries  for 
political  purposes.  It  is  charged  that  this  is  done  by  authority  of 
the  Republican  National  Committee. 

My  views  as  to  what  ought  to  be  required  of  office-holders 
are  set  forth  in  my  Letter  of  Acceptance  and  are  no  doubt  suffi¬ 
ciently  well  known.  But  I  think  it  is  proper  to  say  to  the  com¬ 
mittee,  that  if  assessments  are  made  as  charged,  it  is  a  plain  de¬ 
parture  from  correct  principles  and  ought  not  to  be  allowed. 
I  trust  the  committee  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  R.  C.  McCormick. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  September  9,  1876. 

My  dear  S — :  —  Your  letter  of  the  6th  [reporting  promising 
Republican  outlook  in  New  York]  is  very  encouraging,  and  most 
interesting.  I  wish  to  make  a  suggestion,  which  I  deem  im¬ 
portant.  If  you  agree  with  me  you  may  see  a  way  to  do  what 
is  requisite.  It  is  common  to  say,  “If  Indiana  and  Ohio  go  right 
in  October,”  “If  Indiana  is  for  us,”  etc.,  etc.,  thus  hinging  all  on 

*  In  reply  to  a  letter,  saying  that  Stines  was  building  a  steamboat 
which  he  wished  to  name  Rutherford  B.  Hayes,  and  that  it  was  customary 
in  such  cases  for  the  person  so  honored  to  present  the  colors  to  the  boat. 
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Indiana.  Now,  Indiana  is  a  Democratic  State.  Emigration  of 
Republicans  West  and  the  greenback  heresy  have  made  it  so. 
Until  within  a  fortnight  I  have  seen  small  chance  of  carrying  it. 
The  chances  are  still  greatly  against  us.  The  true  pivot  is  New 
York.  Let  us,  therefore,  prepare  our  friends  and  the  public  not 
to  be  disheartened  if  Indiana  is  wrong,  especially  our  friends  in 
the  East.  October  zeill  not  decide  the  election  unless  both  Ohio 
and  Indiana  go  the  same  way.  This  is  the  truth.  We  ought  to 
see  that  it  is  so  understood  everywhere. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Haves. 

Honorable  William  Henry  Smith. 


(  T  elegram. ) 

Columbus,  September  13,  1876. 

Honorable  James  G.  Blaine, 

Augusta ,  Maine. 

I  returned  home  last  night  and  found  here  vour  very  gratifying 
dispatches.  Your  State  has  done  nobly.  All  honor  to  her  gal¬ 
lant  Republicans. 

R.  B.  Hayes. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  September  13,  1876. 

Dear  Sir  :  —  I  regret  that  my  office  and  engagements  will  pre¬ 
vent  my  attendance  on  the  22nd  instant,  at  the  unveiling  of  the 
monument  erected  by  the  colored  people  of  the  United  States 
in  Fairmount  Park,  Philadelphia. 

Having  labored  during  almost  the  whole  of  my  political  life 
for  the  emancipation  and  enfranchisement  of  your  race,  I  feel 
a  special  interest  in  the  occasion,  and  trust  that  it  will  be  com¬ 
pletely  successful  and  altogether  worthy  of  the  great  event  which 
it  commemorates. 


Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


R.  B.  Hayes. 


Andrew  J.  Chambers, 

Corresponding  Secretary-,  Philadelphia. 
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September  14.  —  As  an  offset  to  what  is  said  of  Governor 
Tilden’s  income  returns,  mine  have  been  examined.  It  appears 
that  in  18G8  and  1869,  1  made  none  at  all.  No  doubt,  all  I  made 
are  substantially  accurate.  If  none  were  made  in  the  two  years 
named,  it  was  because  my  attention  was  not  called  to  the  matter, 
—  a  mere  oversight.  My  taxable  income  in  those  years  did  not 
exceed  fifteen  hundred  or  twenty-five  hundred  dollars.  If  no 
return  can  be  found  and  no  payments  [were]  made,  there  is  due 
from  me  the  tax  on  that  amount,  and  it  will  be  paid.  If  no  re¬ 
turns  were  made  in  the  two  years  1868  and  1869,  it  was  because 
no  returns  were  called  for.  I  had  left  Cincinnati,  December, 
1867,  and  had  my  domicile  at  Columbus  —  my  permanent  resi¬ 
dence  still  remaining  at  Cincinnati. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  September  14,  1876. 

Dear  Major  :  —  Colonel  Barnes  has  been  lied  about  on  the 
secret  society  business,  and  misrepresented  on  the  crusade.  I 
wish  you  would  give  him  all  the  help  you  can.  Let  him  see  peo¬ 
ple  with  the  right  men  to  remove  false  impressions  and  place 
him  fairly  before  our  Republican  friends.  It  will  do  good. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 


W.  D.  Bickham, 
Dayton. 


Private. 

Columbus,  September  15,  1876. 

My  dear  General:  —  1  was  pained  to  hear  of  your  accident. 
I  trust  it  will  not  prove  a  serious  injury  and  that  you  will  soon 
be  well. 

Touching  the  assessments,  I  am  clear  it  is  not  for  me  to  call 
attention  to  the  acts  of  the  officials,  except  as  they  are  induced 
by  the  committee  appointed  by  the  National  Convention.  I  wrote 
a  private  note  to  my  only  correspondent  on  the  Committee,  and 
talked  to  Governor  Noyes.  I  send  you  Governor  McCormick’s 
reply,  which  please  return.  I  send  also  a  copy  of  my  note,  for 
private  use  only  as  matters  now  stand,  and  until  I  give  consent 
to  its  publication. 

2  4  * 
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Your  speech  on  “hard  times”  was  exceedingly  happy.  It  is  the 
best  handling  of  that  dangerous  topic  I  have  yet  seen,  by  great 
odds.  The  canvass  daily  brings  to  the  front,  more  and  more, 
as  the  two  leading  topics,  the  danger  of  a  “united  South”  victory, 
and  Tilden’s  record  as  a  reformer.  You  can  denounce  all 
charges  of  [my]  hostility  to  foreigners  as  voters  and  office¬ 
holders  as  utterly  unfounded.  They  are  the  merest  roorbacks.  I 
have  always  voted  for  naturalized  citizens,  have  often  appointed 
them  to  office,  and  shall  always  hold  to  the  same  opinions  on  that 
subject  which  I  presume  you  do.  I,  of  course,  don’t  like  Catholic 
interference  or  any  sectarian  interference  with  politics,  or  the 
schools.  All  of  this  paragraph  is  public,  and  always  openly 
avowed  by  me.  I  was  not  a  Know-nothing  when  my  political 
associates  generally  ran  off  after  that  ephemeral  party. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

P-  S.  —  I  need  hardly  assure  you  that  if  I  ever  have  charge 
of  an  Administration  this  whole  assessment  business  will  go  up, 
“hook,  line,  and  sinker.”  —  H. 

General  Carl  Schurz. 


Columbus,  September  15,  1876. 

My  dear  General  :  —  Since  writing  you  this  morning  I  have 
received  your  note  on  the  roorback  about  Chandler  [that  Chand¬ 
ler  had  demanded  that  Schurz  make  no  more  campaign  speeches]. 
There  is  surely  no  foundation  for  it.  But  in  any  event,  I  desire 
that  you  speak.  Governor  Morton  desires  it.  The  party  de¬ 
sires  it.  The  people  generally  who  approve  of  our  principles 
desire  it,  and  no  man  can  say  nay  to  it. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

P.  S.  —  I  will  be  at  home  Sunday  and  glad  to  see  you. 

General  C.  Schurz. 

Columbus,  September  15,  1876. 

My  dear  Sir  :  —  I  see  a  paragraph  about  pardons.  There 
can’t  be  anything  legitimately  made  against  either  Governor 
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Tilden  or  myself  on  this  head,  as  I  see  it.  A  list  of  pardons 
shows  nothing  of  the  papers  or  facts,  on  which  they  are  granted. 
To  blame  Governor  Tilden  on  a  mere  list  is  the  sheerest  guess¬ 
work.  A  list  as  long  in  proportion  to  time,  population,  [and] 
number  of  convicts  can  be  made  out  against  the  wisest  governor. 
Think  of  it.  Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Haves. 

J.  H.  Barrett, 

Cincinnati. 

Columbus,  September  15,  1876. 

Dear  Sir:  —  I  send  your  valuable  letter  to  the  National  Com¬ 
mittee  and  have  written  to  others  in  regard  to  it.  But  we  must 
all  remember  that  after  all  the  best  work  is  always  done  by  the 
home  people.  With  that ,  good  results  may  always  be  anticipated ; 
zmthout  that,  no  outside  aid  will  save  you. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

H.  C.  Parsons. 

Columbus,  September  16,  1876. 

My  dear  S — :  —  Yours  of  the  13th  shows  you  did  good  work 
[in  your  paragraph  for  publication  in  Eastern  papers,  discounting 
the  effect  of  a  Democratic  victory  in  the  October  election  in 
Indiana].  As  to  Ohio,  the  Allen  and  Cary  Greenbackers  will,  in 
October,  support  the  ticket  they  made,  but  in  November  a  large 
number  will  vote  for  Cooper  and  many  more  for  “anybody  to 
beat  Tilden.”  Our  candidate  for  secretary  of  state  will  lose 
votes  in  the  cities  on  the  crusade.  But,  I  suspect,  we  shall  pull 
through. 

I  shall  certainly  hear  Ingersoll. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  William  Henry  Smith, 

Chicago. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  September  16,  1876. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  I  have  yours  of  the  31st.  At  this  time  the 
tide  is  with  us;  at  least,  this  is  the  opinion  of  our  friends  gen- 
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erally.  I  think  it  is  so.  In  Ohio,  the  contest  in  October  will  be 
close. 

The  Greenback  Democracy  made  the  state  ticket  of  the  party, 
and  will  support  it  heartily.  The  Tiiden  Democracy  will  support 
it  for  the  effect  on  November. 

In  November,  Greenback  Democrats,  in  considerable  numbers, 
will  vote  for  Cooper,  and  others  for  Hayes.  They  hate  Tiiden 
because  he  tried  to  beat  Allen  last  year.  Indiana  leans  to  the 
Democracy.  It  is  owing  to  emigration  West  that  Ohio  and 
Indiana  are  not  Republican.  Catholics  are  taking  the  places  of 
Republican  farmers  and  soldiers.  But  if  the  tide  is,  as  our 
friends  think,  we  shall  pull  through.  The  point  you  make  as  the 
controlling  idea  of  the  canvass  [that  is,  the  danger  to  the  country 
of  a  victory  by  the  united  South]  is  rapidly  becoming  the  one 
topic  of  the  press  and  of  speakers.  It  does  tell.  Excuse  haste. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  Edwards  Pierrepont, 

Minister  to  England. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  September  18,  1876. 

My  dear  Sir  :  —  The  impression  seems  to  be  general  that  the 
tide  is  with  the  Republicans.  No  good  thing  can  come  from  a 
Democratic  victory  gained  through  a  united  South.  This  is  the 
sentiment  that  is  growing  and  winning.  I  am  exceedngly  pleased 
with  the  aid  given  by  the  contribution  of  the  Tribune.  I  will  have 
the  committee  procure  lists  to  be  sent  to  you  direct  from  the 
districts  on  account  of  the  Tribune's  subscription  for  Ohio. 

Our  advices  from  the  East  concur  with  your  opinion  that  New 
York  is  safe  unless  both  Ohio. and  Indiana  are  carried  by  the 
Democrats  in  October  by  decided  majorities. 

Sincerelv, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Whitelaw  Reid, 

New  York. 
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{Telegram.) 

Columbus,  September  20,  1876. 
Honorable  James  G.  Blaine, 

Parker  House,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Kreass  is  unwilling  to  release  you  but  Mr.  Bingham  ap¬ 
preciates  the  situation  and  seems  willing  to  have  you  withdrawn. 
You  were  announced  to  be  at  Warren  on  the  23d,  at  least  two 
weeks  ago.  Last  year  the  great  Warren  meeting  marked  the 
turning-point  of  the  campaign,  and  we  hope  it  will  this  year. 
General  Garfield  daie  not  face  the  people  of  Warren  if  you  are 
absent  and  the  meeting  would  have  to  be  given  up.  This  would 
be  very  disastrous.  Our  election  is  less  than  three  weeks  hence. 
If  the  Philadelphia  gentlemen  will  not  postpone  the  meeting 
themselves,  we  will  have  to  respectfully  insist  on  our  prior  en¬ 
gagement. 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

( T  elegrarn. ) 

Columbus,  September  20,  1876. 

General  E.  F.  Noyes, 

Chairman  Soldiers'  Convention, 

Indianapolis. 

I  am  grateful  to  my  comrades  of  the  Union  Army,  assembled 
at  Indianapolis,  for  their  hearty  greeting. 

The  men  who  maintained  the  cause  of  nationality  and  freedom 
on  so  many  battlefields  are  not  willing  to  see  the  results  of  the 
war  imperilled  by  neglect  or  misconduct  at  the  ballot-box.  Their 
example  will  be  very  influential  with  all  intelligent  and  patriotic 
people. 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Strictly  private . 

Columbus,  Ohio,  September  22.  1876. 
My  dear  Sir:  —  Thanks  for  your  kind  note,  and  your  prompt 
action  in  the  case  named.  But  I  must  not  be  led  into  denials  or 
explanations  except  in  very  important  cases.  This  does  not  seem 
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of  that  sort.  I  may  say,  however,  you  were  no  doubt  right.  But 
is  it  not  for  the  accuser  to  name  date,  persons,  case,  etc.,  etc.? 

Sincerely,  R  B.  Haves. 

P.  S.  —  This  for  your  ear  and  eye  alone. 

Mr.  A.  Brower. 


Columbus,  September  23,  1876.  —  I  yesterday  was  called  on 
at  my  office  by  Chief  Justice  Waite.  Among  other  things  we 
talked  of  Tilden.  I  asked  him  if  the  tax  return  charges  were 
believed.  He  said  yes.  That  Tilden  was  a  miser,  very  exacting 
—  “exacting  to  the  last  degree.”  That  he  could  in  confidence 
give  me  an  incident.  He  (Waite)  was  foreclosing  a  mortgage  on 
a  railroad  (perhaps,  Atlantic  and  Great  Western).  Tilden  repre¬ 
sented  the  first-mortgage  bondholders.  Waite,  on  behalf  of  his 
clients,  was  very  anxious  to  enter  a  decree.  It  was  also  in  the 
interest  of  Tilden’s  clients.  But  it  couldn’t  he  done  without 
Tilden’s  consent.  Time  was  of  such  importance  that  Waite  spent 
several  hours  trying  to  get  Tilden’s  consent.  Tilden  had  no 
right  to  ask  any  money  for  his  consent.  Neither  the  interests  of 
his  clients  required  it,  nor  had  he  rendered  any  services  that  en¬ 
titled  him  to  it.  But  he  had  the  power.  “To  get  his  consent  I 
had  to  pay  him  thirty  thousand  dollars.  He  probably  divided 
with  others.  But  that  is  Tilden.” 

September  24.  —  lam  looking  anxiously  forward  to  the  end  of 
the  contest.  It  is  now  almost  one  hundred  days  since  the  nomi¬ 
nation,  and  only  about  forty-five  to  the  election.  The  general 
drift  of  the  campaign  has  been  rather  favorable  to  our  side  for 
some  weeks  past.  The  greenback  heresy  in  Indiana  and  Ohio  is 
likely  to  cause  those  States  to  do  badly  in  October.  If  there  was 
no  election  before  the  final  vote  in  November,  I  should  feel  very 
confident  of  a  favorable  result.  But  our  friends  East  and  else¬ 
where  count  on  more  favorable  results  in  Ohio  and  Indiana  than 
are  likely  to  occur.  We  shall  be  much  stronger  at  the  Presidential 
elections  in  both  States.  But  the  discouraging  effect  of  defeats 
in  October  is  sure  to  hurt  us.  Our  adversaries  are  to  be  cor¬ 
respondingly  encouraged.  The  truth  is,  time  and  money  would 
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be  saved  if  all  elections  in  Presidential  years  were  fixed  for  the 
same  day.  It  should  be  done. 

“I  am  prepared  for  either  event,”  I  can  again  repeat.  To  go 
into  the  great  office  will  be  a  sore  trial.  Health,  comfort,  happi¬ 
ness,  all  imperilled,  if  not  sacrificed.  I  shall  find  reasons  enough 
for  satisfaction  with  the  result,  if  I  am  defeated.  If  elected, 
the  firmest  adherence  to  principle  against  all  opposition  and 
temptations,  is  my  purpose.  I  shall  show  a  grit  that  will  astonish 
those  who  predict  weakness. 


Private. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  September  28,  1876. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  Your  note  of  the  25th  is  at  hand.  It  is  no 
doubt  true  that  both  the  hards  and  softs  at  the  state  election  in 
Ohio  are  united  in  support  of  the  state  Democratic  ticket.  The 
softs  because  it  is  their  ticket,  and  the  hards  for  the  effect  on 
November.  It  is  also  true  that  large  numbers  of  the  softs  will 
be  for  Cooper  in  November  or  will  decline  to  vote.  Besides,  the 
hard  times  tell  strongly  against  a  hard-money  candidate  in  both 
Ohio  and  Indiana.  Your  warning  is  therefore  not  without 
reason.  Our  friends  are  heeding  it.  We  shall  pull  through. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Charles  E.  Smith, 

Editor  Journal,  Albany. 

Private. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  September  29,  1876. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  Mr.  Conkling  feels  as  we  would  wish  on  the 
main  question.  Nothing  but  ill  health  has  kept  him  silent  so 
long.  But  he  is  now  announced  for  speeches. 

Your  informant  is  probably  mistaken  in  the  tenor  of  his  com¬ 
munication,  and  certainly  in  the  fact  as  to  correspondence. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  Joseph  H.  Barrett, 

Cincinnati. 
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Private. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  October  2,  1876. 

My  dear  S — :  —  I  have  just  seen  the  [Chicago]  Times  of 
Saturday.  Leroy’s  attempt  to  blackmail  me  can’t  need  much  at¬ 
tention.  Hastings  can  give  you  all  that  is  needed.  But  I  suspect 
the  letters  purporting  to  be  from  me  are  none  of  them  given 
correctly.  Certainly  the  letter  of  November  16,  i860 ,  is  a  forgery. 
No  such  letter  ivas  ezrer  written.  It  is  made  out  of  whole  cloth. 
If  it  becomes  important  I  can  find  the  whole  of  Leroy’s  letters 
at  my  house  in  Fremont.  It  is  all  a  fraud.  Write  me  if  it 
needs  my  personal  attention.  I  think  not. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  William  Henry  Smith, 

Chicago. 


Columbus,  October  4,  1876.  —  Birthday.  Fifty-four  years  of 
age.  The  good  omen  of  the  day  is  that  Colorado,  the  first  State 
to  elect  electors  (or  rather  a  Legislature  that  will  elect  electors), 
has  been  carried  by  the  Republicans.  “First  gun  for  Hayes,”  is 
the  headline  of  the  Journal. 

I  called  on  Blaine  at  Ewing  Miller’s.  He  looks  well;  is  clear¬ 
headed,  prompt,  and  quick-witted,  with  no  trace  that  I  detect 
of  his  great  calamity.  He  is  hopeful  and  friendly.  I  called  with 
him  on  Mrs.  Ben  Smith,  on  Lucy,  and  at  my  office.  We  met 
Wayne  McVeagh.  He  [Blaine]  has  almost  precisely  my  views 
and  hopes  as  to  the  South.  By  conciliating  Southern  whites,  on 
the  basis  of  obedience  to  law  and  equal  rights,  he  hopes  we  may 
divide  the  Southern  whites,  and  so  protect  the  colored  people. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  October  5,  1876. 
My  dear  S — :  —  Touching  Lee’s  letter  to  the  secretary  of  the 
American  Alliance,  I  write  these  observations:  — 

1.  It  was  written  without  my  knowledge,  before  or  after.  I 
never  heard  of  it  until  now.  Lee  had  a  general  authority  to  reply 
to  letters  of  congratulation  and  tenders  of  support  —  "suitable 
acknowledgements”  merely. 
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2.  I  see  nothing  damaging,  specially,  in  the  letter  if  we  don’t 
write  it  into  importance.  It  approves  and  endorses  nothing. 

3.  The  resolutions  it  replies  to  in  acknowledging  are  eight  in 
number,  adopted  at  Philadelphia,  July  4  and  5,  and  are  all  such 
as  Republican  foreigners,  not  Catholics,  approve.  You  have  seen 
the  resolutions. 

4.  The  whole  affair  is  to  put  us  on  the  defensive,  and  will 
fail  if  we  are  not  led  off  by  it.  Three  of  our  most  intelligent 
Germans,  speaking  of  it  (Cincinnati  Germans),  say  it  will  not 
hurt  a  particle.  That  Republican  Germans  do  not  mind  such 
roorbacks,  etc.,  etc. 

5.  The  drift  of  the  canvass  is  plain.  The  people  do  dread 
a  victory  for  the  united  South.  They  see  in  it  continued  trouble ; 
nullification  of  the  Amendments,  Rebel  claims,  and  schemes,  etc., 
etc.,  etc.;  and  I  think  anything  which  withdraws  attention  from 
this  issue  to  merely  personal  matters  is  a  mistake.  The  school  is¬ 
sue,  the  civil  service  issue,  the  currency  issue,  etc.,  are  all  in  point 
and  good,  but  merely  personal  issues  may  well  be  dropped  with 
a  few  words  of  denunciation. 

We  see  encouragement  here  and  it  increases  daily. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

William  Henry  Smith, 

Chicago. 

[This  letter  practically  anticipated  and  forestalled  a  letter  of 
alarm  written  to  Mr.  Hayes  the  very  same  day  by  Mr.  Smith. 
Mr.  Smith  wrote:  —  “I  have  had  a  siege  with  our  Republican 
friends  here  yesterday  and  today  about  Colonel  Lee’s  letter  to 
the  American  Alliance.  A  panic  has  prevailed,  and  there  is  a  good 
deal  of  feeling.  .  .  .  Mr.  Medill  [editor  of  the  Tribune] 

is  quite  put  out  —  well,  downright  mad,  and  so  are  Generals 
Logan  and  Babcock.  I  have  put  as  good  a  face  on  as  I  could, 
and  Mr.  Medill  is  going  to  try  and  help  out  in  an  editorial  in  the 
morning.  But  he  thinks  the  case  really  requires  heroic  treatment. 

.  I  hope  your  wisdom  will  suggest  something  then  to  aid 
us  with  the  great  foreign  population  of  the  Northwest.  It  is 
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absolutely  necessary  to  offset  the  extensive  and  insidious  work 
of  the  enemy  in  Wisconsin  and  Chicago  especially.”] 


October  12.  —  The  elections  have  gone  precisely  as  I  expected. 
For  three  months  I  have  predicted  that  New  York  would  decide 
the  result ;  that  Ohio  in  October  would  go  Republican,  and  Indi¬ 
ana  Democratic.  At  this  writing,  Ohio,  on  the  test  candidate, 
seems  to  be  eight  thousand  for  us,  and  Indiana  against  us. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  October  12,  1876. 

My  dear  General:  —  Your  note  on  leaving  the  West  came 
during  my  absence  at  Fremont.  The  elections  at  this  writing 
seem  to  have  gone  precisely  as  I  have  expected  for  three  months. 
They  leave  New  York  to  decide.  We  need  no  further  help  in 
Ohio.  In  November  fifteen  thousand  to  thirty  thousand  for  our 
ticket  —  at  least  those  figures  —  are  assured.  The  misfortune  is 
the  loss  of  Matthews.  The  Germans  did  well.  But  the  Southern 
trade  argument  and  “more  money”  carried  off  the  Israelites  in 
large  numbers,  and  more  than  that,  fraudulent  voting  and 
naturalizations  did  the  rest.  Your  reply  to  the  Know-nothing 
charge  is  ample,  and  fully  authorized  by  me  and  the  facts.  We 
should  set  off  against  it  the  Gray  Nuns  Act  of  Tilden.  Firmness, 
hopefulness,  and  work  should  be  our  motto,  for  the  sake  of  the 
cause. 

Many  thanks  for  your  most  efficient  work. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

General  Carl  Schurz. 

Personal. 

Columbus,  October  14,  1876. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  The  elections  have  gone  just  about  as  I  an¬ 
ticipated  in  these  two  States.  Our  majority  in  Ohio,  on  the  true 
test,  is  about  nine  thousand.  It  is  made  up  by  handsome  gains 
in  the  rural  districts  which  overcome  losses  in  the  cities.  The 
reliable  Republican  counties  have  given  their  full  high-tide  ma- 
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jorities.  The  cities,  like  Springfield,  where  business  and  manu¬ 
facturing  are  prosperous,  have  done  well.  Our  losses  are  in 
cities  and  towns  where  the  hard  times  pinch.  All  of  the  non- 
Catholic  foreigners,  Germans,  Welsh,  etc.,  etc.,  have  stood  by  us 
except  the  trading  classes  in  Cincinnati,  who  feared  a  loss  of 
Southern  trade;  and  even  there  I  doubt  if  we  lost  in  the  foreign 
Republican  vote.  I  infer  from  this  that  a  full  vote  makes  Wis¬ 
consin  ours  beyond  all  question.  We  shall  double  our  majority 
here  in  November  without  effort. 

Indiana  is  surely  now  a  doubtful  State.  We  have  a  fair 
fighting  chance  to  carry  it ;  a  much  better  chance  than  we  had  to 
carry  it  in  October.  I  do  not  write  of  the  East.  You  understand 
about  the  situation  there.  In  the  South,  if  we  have  a  prospect  to 
carry  any  States,  we  must  look  after  North  and  South  Carolina. 
Florida,  Mississippi,  and  Louisiana. 

Another  matter  I  would  like  to  hear  from  you  about.  Ohio 
Republicans,  interested  in  the  Centennial,  want  an  Ohio  Day, 
and  wish  me  to  be  present,  next  week  or  the  week  after.  Should 
it  be  encouraged? 

Know-nothing  charges  made  by  the  Democrats,  the  people 
here  care  nothing  about.  It  is  perfectly  well  known  that  I  do 
not  favor  the  exclusion  of  foreigners  from  the  ballot  or  from 
office,  and  that  I  do  oppose  Catholic  interference  and  all  sectarian 
interference  with  political  affairs,  and  especially  with  the  schools. 
This  last  point  is  influential,  particularly  with  non-Catholic 
foreigners.  It  has  not,  I  suspect,  been  sufficiently  urged  in  the 
canvass. 

But  I  need  not  take  up  your  time  with  these  rambling  specu¬ 
lations.  The  contest  is  now  with  the  East.  The  inflation  States 
have  done  better  for  the  hard-money  candidates  than  you  had  a 
right  to  expect.  Now  let  the  hard-money  States  do  as  well,  and 
we  are  safe. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

R.  C.  McCormick, 

Secretary  Republican  National  Committee, 

New  York. 
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Columbus,  October  14,  1876. 

My  dear  S — :  —  I  was  much  disappointed  not  to  see  you  with 
ample  time  for  conference. 

The  postmaster  at  Milwaukee  writes  Lee  that  there  are  Turn¬ 
ers  in  Milwaukee  who  are  troubled  by  a  report  that  I  favor  an 
amendment  “putting  God  in  the  Constitution.”  Of  course  it  is 
not  so.  The  only  amendment  I  support  now  is  one  which  will 
prevent  sectarian  or  Catholic  interference  with  the  schools.  This 
will  be  found  stated  clearly  in  my  Letter. 

I  am  confident  a  full  vote  will  make  Wisconsin  safe.  Ohio 
results  show  clearly:  —  1.  We  stand  as  well  as  ever  with  the 
Germans.  2.  We  get  full,  high-tide  majorities  in  Republican 
strongholds.  Six  or  seven  of  them  never  did  better  at  corre¬ 
sponding  elections. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

P.  S.  —  It  is  expected  that  I  go  to  Ohio  Day  at  the  Centennial 
next  week,  26th  I  think.  If  you  know  of  any  good  reason  why 
I  should  not  go,  let  me  have  your  suggestions  early  —  perhaps 
by  telegraph. 

William  Henry  Smith. 


Columbus,  October  15,  1876.  —  The  October  elections  leave  the 
result  of  the  Presidential  contest  still  in  doubt,  and  to  be  decided 
by  New  York  in  November.  That  Ohio  has  done  so  well  is  a 
great  satisfaction.  My  friends  urged  as  one  of  their  strongest 
arguments  for  my  nomination,  that  Ohio  was  a  doubtful  State, 
that  its  loss  in  October  would  be  fatal,  that  no  man  named  except 
myself  could  surely  carry  it  in  October,  that  with  me  as  the 
candidate  success  in  Ohio  in  October  was  assured,  that  I  always 
had  carried  it,  and  would  do  so  again.  After  all  this,  the  loss 
of  Ohio  in  October  would  have  been  a  sore  mortification. 

We  had  at  the  head  of  our  ticket  a  good  soldier  and  citizen, 
but  one  who  was  mixed  up  with  the  temperance  crusade  which 
was  so  hateful  to  all  Germans,  and  to  many  others.  He  was  a 
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load  —  a  heavy  load  —  to  carry.  But  our  prominent  Germans, 
brewers  and  others,  behaved  admirably,  nobly,  and  we  are  safe ! 
I  can  bear  defeat  in  November  far  more  philosophically  than  I 
could  have  borne  the  loss  of  Ohio  in  October.  My  own  ward, 
town,  county,  and  congressional  district  did  well,  indeed,  very 
handsomely.  This  is  gratifying.  Endorsed  by  my  State  and 
home,  I  feel  gratified  by  the  result. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  October  19,  1876. 

My  dear  General:  —  Thanks  for  your  letter  of  the  15th. 
Your  speech  and  meeting  evidently  were  very  successful.  Our 
German  vote  in  New  York  City  has  never  been,  I  believe,  very 
large.  Mr.  Bohn  tells  me  that  in  Cleveland  our  loss  of  Germans 
was  chiefly  a  few  leaders  —  that  the  people  stood  firm. 

I  send  you  enclosed  a  letter  on  the  greenback  movement.  The 
writer,  I  do  not  know.  If  there  is  any  authority  for  what  he 
says,  we  shall  see  the  signs  of  it  in  the  movements  of  the  ad¬ 
versary. 

I  shall  go  to  the  Ohio  Day  next  week,  26th,  at  the  Centennial, 
but  will  avoid  political  demonstrations  and  the  hospitalities  which 
may  be  offered.  This,  according  to  a  promise  I  made  our  man¬ 
agers  if  Ohio  was  right  at  the  elections.  Following  Tilden’s 
example? 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

General  Carl  Schurz. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  October  20,  1876. 

My  dear  S — :  —  I  have  your  letter.  Nobody  here,  prominent 
or  otherwise,  advises  me  to  resign.  A  canard. 

The  Know-nothing  charges  are  more  than  met  ( not  by  denial 
or  explanation)  but  by  charging  Democrats  with  their  Catholic 
alliance.  It  is  felt  by  our  Protestants  and  freethinkers  to  be  both 
important  and  true.  Tilden’s  Gray  Nuns  Act  with  suitable  head¬ 
lines  and  comments  is  a  complete  reply.  It  is  printed  on  slips 
for  distribution  and  is  very  effective.  I  send  you  an  article  by 
24 
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a  German  Democrat  of  Cincinnati  which  contains  it  and  other 
matter. 

My  information  from  the  East  is  encouraging. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  William  Henry  Smith. 


Columbus,  October  22,  1876.  Sunday.  —  Only  two  Sundays 
more  before  the  Presidential  election.  I  am  surprised,  whenever 
I  think  of  it,  to  find  myself  so  cool,  so  almost  indifferent  about  it. 
It  would  be  a  calamity,  I  am  sure,  to  give  the  Democrats  the 
Government.  But  public  opinion,  the  press,  the  march  of  events, 
will  compel  them  to  do  better  than  their  character  and  principles 
indicate.  Here  is  our  safety.  Public  opinion,  the  fear  of  losing 
the  public  confidence,  apprehension  of  censure  by  the  press, 
make  all  men  in  power  conservative  and  safe. 

On  personal  grounds,  I  find  many  reasons  for  thinking  defeat 
a  blessing.  I  should  stand  by  my  Letter,  I  should  hew  to  the  line ; 
but  what  conflicts  and  annoyances  would  follow !  I  do  not  fear 
my  pluck  or  constancy  a  particle.  But  to  be  deceived  by  the 
rogues,  to  find  many  a  trusted  reformer  no  better  than  he  should 
be,  —  here  would  be  humiliations  and  troubles  without  end. 

The  huge  registration  in  New  York  City  looks  sinister.  It 
seems  to  look  to  our  defeat  in  that  State. 

Another  danger  is  imminent:  A  contested  result.  And  we 
have  no  such  means  for  its  decision  as  ought  to  be  provided 
by  law.  This  must  be  attended  to  hereafter.  We  should  not 
allow  another  Presidential  election  to  occur  before  a  means  for 
settling  a  contest  is  provided.  If  a  contest  comes  now  it  may  lead 
to  a  conflict  of  arms.  I  can  only  try  to  do  my  duty  to  my  country¬ 
men  in  that  case.  I  shall  let  no  personal  ambition  turn  me  from 
the  path  of  duty.  Bloodshed  and  civil  war  must  be  averted  if 
possible.  If  forced  to  fight,  I  have  no  fears  of  failure  from  lack 
of  courage  or  firmness. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  October  24,  1876. 
Dear  Sir:  —  You  may  say  to  anybody  that  I  am  not  opposed 
to  the  right  to  vote  or  hold  office  of  foreign-born  citizens,  and 
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that  I  never  belonged  to  any  society  or  association  holding  that 
principle.  I  never  approved  or  sympathized  with  such  an  opinion, 
and  all  charges  that  I  have  joined  the  American  Alliance  are 
untrue. 

Respectfully, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Mr.  W.  S.  Ridgway. 


Sunday,  October  29. —  Returned  last  night  from  Ohio  Day  at 
the  Centennial.  It  was  an  enthusiastic  and  prodigious  crowd, 
which  greeted  me.  I  managed  to  shake  some  four  thousand 
people  by  the  hand  and  to  make  half  a  dozen  speeches  from  steps, 
windows,  and  roof  of  the  Ohio  Building,  without  saying  any¬ 
thing  that  I  regret  —  without  “slopping  over.”  Lucy,  Birch, 
Webb,  Fanny,  and  Scott,  with  our  colored  servants,  were  with 
me.  The  party  was  a  good  one;  General  and  Laura  Mitchell, 
Colonel  Weir,  and  going  on  Mrs.  Governor  Noyes,  Mrs.  Harry 
R.  Smith,  Mr.  Platt,  and  Emily;  and,  returning,  we  had  (instead 
of  Platt  and  Emily,  Mrs.  Noyes,  and  Mrs.  Smith)  General  Ben¬ 
jamin  Harrison  and  his  wife  of  Indiana,  to  Pittsburgh,  and  from 
Pittsburgh  to  Columbus,  Mr.  Green  and  General  Wilcox.  A 
happy  journey. 

I  return  feeling  that  with  the  probabilities  of  fraud  and  violence 
—  fraud,  North;  violence,  South  —  the  chances  are  that  we  shall 
lose  the  election.  My  luck  is  the  other  way.  But  I  have  made  a 
good  fight ;  sound  Letter  to  stand  on,  a  judicious  course  of  con¬ 
duct  throughout,  my  head  steady  and  level  up  to  this  time.  Let 
me  keep  it  so  ten  days  longer. 

November  1,  1876.  —  The  contest  is  close  and  yet  doubtful, 
with  the  chances,  as  I  see  them,  rather  against  us.  So  small  a  loss 
as  the  defeat  in  Hamilton  County  [Cincinnati]  in  October  may 
have  made  the  difference  between  victory  and  defeat.  A  few 
hundred  votes’  improvement  there  would  have  given  our  friends 
the  prestige  of  victory  in  Ohio  and  throughout  the  country.  Our 
loss  was  due  to  bribery  and  repeating.  The  hard  times,  if  we 
are  beaten,  may  be  assigned  as  the  great  and  sufficient  cause.  All 
crimes  are  increased  by  hard  times.  It  is  especially  so  with 
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crimes  against  the  ballot-box.  It  is  easy  to  hire  men  desperate 
with  want  to  vote  contrary  to  their  convictions,  and  even  to  be¬ 
come  repeaters.  Hard  times,  then,  is  the  ultimate  cause  of  our 
danger.  We  shall  be  beaten,  if  at  all,  by  crime  —  by  bribery  and 
repeating  North,  and  violence  and  intimidation  in  the  South. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  November  2,  1876. 

My  dear  General:  —  In  the  hurry  of  numerous  calls  on  my 
attention  I  neglected  to  reply  to  a  suggestion  as  to  becoming  a 
subscriber  or  member  of  some  enterprise  which  you  commended, 
and  which  would  cost,  I  think  you  said,  five  dollars.  I  know  I 
meant  to  say  yes  when  I  read  it,  but  omitted  to  do  so.  What¬ 
ever  it  is,  I  say  yes  now. 

Of  course  we  are  now  “waiting  for  the  verdict.”  My  feeling 
about  it  is  just  as  I  would  wish  it  to  be  —  no  undue  anxiety  on 
personal  account,  and  there  will  be  no  soreness  in  case  of  defeat. 

Sincerely, 


General  M.  F.  Force, 
Cincinnati. 


R.  B.  Hayes. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  November  3,  1876.  . 

My  dear  General  :  —  I  meant  to  meet  you  at  the  -depot  yes¬ 
terday,  but  was  prevented.  It  is  now  too  late  to  speculate  on 
results.  I  shall  find  many  things  to  console  me  if  defeated.  I 
feel  more  than  ever  satisfied  with  having  written  a  square  Letter. 
Very  little  occurs  to  me  that  I  would  have  changed  during  the 
canvass.  The  hard  times,  with  the  consequent  desire  for  change, 
and  the  opportunity  which  such  times  give  for  the  corrupt  use 
of  money  by  our  adversaries,  have  greatly  affected  the  strength 
of  parties.  In  any  event,  I  am  exceedingly  gratified  by  what 
you  have  done  in  the  canvass,  and  shall  always  remember  it  with 
thankfulness  and  satisfaction. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

General  Carl  Sciiurz. 
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November  5,  1876.  Sunday.  —  The  election  is  only  a  day  or 
two  off,  and  I  find  myself  strangely  calm  and  indifferent  about  it. 
I  shall  read  Mr.  Andrews’  address  and  other  matter,  as  much 
interested  in  what  I  am  doing  as  usual.  It  now  looks  as  if  the 
chance  of  my  election  was  improving,  and  as  if  Republican  suc¬ 
cess  was  not  improbable. 

I  make  a  list  of  States  to  be  counted  certain  for  us  as  fol¬ 
lows: —  Maine,  7  [votes],  New  Hampshire,  5,  Vermont,  5, 
Massachusetts,  13,  Rhode  Island,  4,  Pennsylvania,  29,  Ohio,  22, 
Michigan,  11,  Illinois,  21,  Minnesota,  5,  Iowa,  11,  Nebraska,  3, 
Kansas,  5,  Colorado,  3.  Total,  144.  Necessary  to  a  choice  185. 

Probably  Republican :  —  Wisconsin,  10,  California,  6,  South 
Carolina,  7.  —  23.  Total,  167. 

This  leaves  18  [votes]  required  to  elect  out  of  the  following 
doubtful  States:  —  New  Jersey,  9,  Nevada,  3,  Florida,  4,  New 
York  35,  Indiana,  15,  North  Carolina,  10,  Louisiana,  8,  Con¬ 
necticut,  6,  Oregon.  3,  —  93. 

Columbus,  November  7,  1876.  —  Dies  irce!  —  A  cold  but  dry 
day.  Good  enough  here  for  election  work.  I  still  think  Demo¬ 
cratic  chances  the  best.  But  it  is  not  possible  to  form  a  confident 
opinion.  If  we  lose,  the  South  will  be  the  greatest  sufferer.  Their 
misfortune  will  be  far  greater  than  ours.  I  do  not  think  a  re¬ 
vival  of  business  will  be  greatly  postponed  by  Tilden’s  election. 
Business  prosperity  does  not,  in  my  judgment,  depend  on  gov¬ 
ernment  so  much  as  men  commonly  think.  But  we  shall  have  no 
improvement  in  civil  service  —  deterioration  rather,  and  the 
South  will  drift  towards  chaos  again. 
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CHAPTER  XXXIV 

THE  DISPUTED  ELECTION - ELECTORAL  COMMISSION  — 

SELECTION  OF  CABINET - 1876-1877 

WIIH  characteristic  penetration,  Mr.  Hayes  had  foreseen 
the  possibility  of  an  indecisive  election.  In  the  Diary  on 
October  22,  two  Sundays  before  the  day  of  balloting',  he  wrote: — 
“Another  danger  is  imminent  —  a  contested  result.  And  we  have 
no  such  means  for  its  decision  as  ought  to  be  provided  by  law. 
This  must  be  attended  to  hereafter.  We  should  not  allow  an¬ 
other  Presidential  election  to  occur  before  a  means  for  settling 
a  contest  is  provided.”  The  reports  election  night  seemed  to 
indicate  Democratic  success,  as  forty  years  later  similar  reports 
were  hastily  interpreted  as  showing  a  Republican  victory.  Mr. 
Hayes  himself  had  little  doubt  of  his  defeat.  Men  forgot  for 
the  moment  that,  if  the  election  was  close,  the  returns  that  night 
from  the  Far  West  and  the  South  were  too  meagre  to  justify 
confident  assumption  of  the  national  decision.  It  soon  became 
apparent  that  the  Presidency  hung  upon  a  single  electoral  vote, 
and  both  parties  insistently  claimed  the  victory.  There  ensued 
months  of  clamor  and  controversy.  The  patience,  the  patriotism, 
and  the  statesmanship  of  the  American  people  were  taxed  to  the 
uttermost  to  devise  a  peaceful  method  of  determining  the  critical 
dispute.  Mr.  Hayes  himself  maintained  a  dispassionate  attitude 
throughout  the  heated  contention;  and  whatever  his  personal 
views  as  to  the  proper  method  of  procedure  might  be,  he  reso¬ 
lutely  refrained  from  any  public  expression  of  them,  and  stead¬ 
fastly  refused  to  seek  to  influence  the  opinion  or  action  of  any 
Senator  or  Member  of  Congress  in  reaching  the  final  adjust¬ 
ment.] 


Saturday,  November  //.  —  The  election  has  resulted  in  the 
defeat  of  the  Republicans  after  a  very  close  contest. 

Tuesday  evening  a  small  party  assembled  in  our  parlor  to 
hear  the  news.  General  Mitchell  and  Laura,  our  boys,  Birch  and 
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Webb,  Governor  Dennison,  a  reporter  of  the  Chicago  Tribune, 
Mr.  Huntley,  W.  K.  Rogers,  Rutherford  Platt,  and  a  few  others 
at  times.  —  Emily  Platt,  Dr.  Fullerton,  and  Fanny. 

The  first  dispatch  was  from  Rutherford  [his  son  at  Cornell], 

showing  a  majority  of  - in  Ithaca,  New  York,  and  a  gain  of 

- over  Grant  in  1872.  We  all  felt  that  the  State  of  New  York 

would  decide  the  contest.  Our  last  dispatches  from  our  commit¬ 
tee  in  New  York  were  very  encouraging — full  of  confidence. 
Mr.  A.  B.  Cornell,  Chairman  New  York  State  Committee,  said 
in  an  experience  of  ten  years  he  had  never  seen  prospects 
brighter  on  the  eve  of  an  election.  But  we  all  knew  —  warned 
by  the  enormous  registration  in  the  cities  of  New  York  and 
Brooklyn  and  other  facts  —  that  we  must  not  count  confidently 
on  carrying  the  State.  The  good  omen  from  Ithaca  was  ac¬ 
cepted  with  a  quiet  cheerfulness. 

Almost  at  the  same  instant  came  a  gain  of  thirty-six  in  Ball- 
ville,  the  township  nearest  my  own  home.  This  was  good.  Then 
came,  one  at  a  time,  towns  and  precincts  in  Ohio.  The  compari¬ 
son  was  made  with  the  vote  in  1875,  instead  of  with  the  vote  of 
October  last.  This  was  confusing.  But  soon  we  began  to  feel 
that  Ohio  was  not  doing  as  well  as  we  had  hoped.  The  effect 
was  depressing.  I  commanded  without  much  effort  my  usual 
composure  and  cheerfulness.  Lucy  felt  it  more  keenly.  With¬ 
out  showing  it  [her  depression],  she  busied  herself  about  re¬ 
freshments  for  our  guests,  and  soon  disappeared.  I  found  her 
soon  after  abed  with  a  headache.  I  comforted  her  by  consoling 
talk;  she  was  cheerful  and  resigned,  but  did  not  return  to  the 
parlor.  Without  difficulty  or  much  effort  I  became  the  most 
composed  and  cheerful  of  the  party. 

At  —  P.  M.,  or  thereabouts,  we  heard  that  in  some  two  hun¬ 
dred  districts  of  New  York  City,  Tilden  had  about  twenty  thou¬ 
sand  majority,  which  indicated  fifty  thousand  in  the  city.  The 
returns  received  from  the  rural  districts  did  not  warrant  the 
belief  that  they  would  overcome  such  a  large  city  majority.  From 
that  time,  I  never  supposed  there  was  a  chance  for  Republican 
success. 

I  went  to  bed  at  12  to  1  o'clock.  Talked  with  Lucy,  con¬ 
soling  her  with  such  topics  as  readily  occurred  of  a  nature  to 


376 


RUTHERFORD  BIRCHARD  HAYES 


make  us  feel  satisfied  on  merely  personal  grounds  with  the  result. 
We  soon  fell  into  a  refreshing  sleep  and  the  affair  seemed  over. 
Both  of  us  felt  more  anxiety  about  the  South  —  about  the  colored 
people  especially  —  than  about  anything  else  sinister  in  the  re¬ 
sult.  My  hope  of  a  sound  currency  will  somehow  be  realized; 
civil  service  reform  will  be  delayed;  but  the  great  injury  is  in  the 
South.  There  the  Amendments  will  be  nullified,  disorder  will 
continue,  prosperity  to  both  whites  and  colored  people  will  be 
pushed  off  for  years. 

But  I  took  my  way  to  my  office  as  usual  Wednesday  morning, 
and  was  master  of  myself  and  contented  and  cheerful.  During 
the  day  the  news  indicated  that  we  [had]  carried  California; 
soon  after,  other  Pacific  States;  all  New  England  except  Con¬ 
necticut;  all  of  the  free  States  West  except  Indiana;  and  it 
dawned  on  us  that  with  a  few  Republican  States  in  the  South 
to  which  we  were  fairly  entitled,  we  would  yet  be  the  victors. 

From  Wednesday  afternoon  the  city  and  the  whole  country 
has  been  full  of  excitement  and  anxiety.  People  have  been  up 
and  down  several  times  a  day  with  the  varying  rumors.  Wednes¬ 
day  evening  on  a  false  rumor  about  New  York,  a  shouting  multi¬ 
tude  rushed  to  my  house  and  called  me  out  with  rousing  cheers. 

I  made  a  short  talk,  saying  [as  reported  by  the  papers]  :  — 

Friends.  If  you  will  keep  order  for  one  half  minute,  I  will 
say  all  that  is  proper  to  say  at  this  time.  In  the  very  close  political 
contest,  which  is  just  drawing  to  a  close,  it  is  impossible,  at  so 
early  a  time,  to  obtain  the  result,  owing  to  the  incomplete  tele¬ 
graph  communications  through  some  of  the  Southern  and  West¬ 
ern  States. 

I  accept  your  call  as  a  desire  on  your  part  for  the  success  of 
the  Republican  party.  If  it  should  not  be  successful,  I  shall 
surely  have  the  pleasure  of  living  for  the  next  year  and  a  half 
among  some  of  my  most  ardent  and  enthusiastic  friends,  as  you 
have  demonstrated  tonight.” 

From  that  time,  the  news  has  fluctuated  just  enough  to  pro¬ 
long  the  suspense  and  to  enhance  the  interest.  At  this  time  the 
Republicans  are  claiming  the  election  by  one  electoral  vote. 
\\  ith  Louisiana,  South  Carolina,  and  Florida,  we  have  carried 
one  hundred  and  eighty-five  [electoral  votes].  This  creates  great 
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uneasiness.  Both  sides  are  sending  to  Louisiana  prominent  men 
to  watch  the  canvassing  of  the  votes. 

All  thoughtful  people  are  brought  to  consider  the  imperfect 
machinery  provided  for  electing  the  President.  No  doubt  we 
shall,  warned  by  this  danger,  provide,  by  amendments  of  the 
Constitution,  or  by  proper  legislation,  against  a  recurrence  of  the 
danger. 

Sunday ,  November  12. —  The  news  this  morning  is  not  con¬ 
clusive.  The  headlines  of  the  morning  papers  are  as  follows :  — 
The  News,  “Nip  and  Tuck”;  “Tuck  has  it”;  “The  Mammoth 
National  Doubt”;  —  and  the  Herald  heads  its  news  column, 
“Which?”  But  to  my  mind  the  figures  indicate  that  Florida  has 
been  carried  by  the  Democrats.  No  doubt  both  fraud  and 
violence  intervened  to  produce  the  result.  But  the  same  is  true  in 
many  Southern  States. 

We  shall,  the  fair-minded  men  of  the  country  will,  history 
will  hold  that  the  Republicans  were  by  fraud,  violence,  and  in¬ 
timidation,  by  a  nullification  of  the  Fifteenth  Amendment,  de¬ 
prived  of  the  victory  which  they  fairly  won.  But  we  must,  I  now 
think,  prepare  ourselves  to  accept  the  inevitable.  I  do  it  with 
composure  and  cheerfulness.  To  me  the  result  is  no  personal 
calamity. 

I  would  like  the  opportunity  to  improve  the  civil  service.  It 
seems  to  me  I  could  do  more  than  any  Democrat  to  put  Southern 
affairs  on  a  sound  basis.  I  do  not  apprehend  any  great  or  per¬ 
manent  injury  to  the  financial  affairs  of  the  country  by  the 
victory  of  the  Democrats.  The  hard-money  wing  of  the  party 
is  at  the  helm.  Supported,  as  they  should  be  and  will  be,  in  all 
wise  measures,  by  the  great  body  of  the  Republican  party,  nothing 
can  be  done  to  impair  the  national  credit  or  debase  the  national 
currency.  On  this,  as  on  all  important  subjects,  the  Republicans 
will  still  hold  a  commanding  position. 

We  are  in  a  minority  in  the  Electoral  Colleges ;  we  lose  the  Ad¬ 
ministration.  But  in  the  former  free  States  —  the  States  that 
were  always  loyal  —  we  are  still  in  a  majority.  We  carry 
eighteen  of  the  twenty-two  and  have  two  hundred  thousand  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  popular  vote.  In  the  old  slave  States,  if  the  recent 
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Amendments  were  cheerfully  obeyed,  if  there  had  been  neither 
violence  nor  intimidation  nor  other  improper  interference  with 
the  rights  of  the  colored  people,  we  should  have  carried  enough 
Southern  States  to  have  held  the  country  and  to  have  secured  a 
decided  popular  majority  in  the  nation.  Our  adversaries  are  in 
power,  but  they  are  supported  by  a  minority  only  of  the  lawful 
voters  of  the  country.  A  fair  election  in  the  South  would  un¬ 
doubtedly  have  given  us  a  large  majority  of  the  electoral  votes, 
and  a  decided  preponderance  of  the  popular  vote. 

I  went  to  church  and  heard  a  good,  strong,  sensible  sermon 
by  Critchfield’s  son-in-law.  After  church  and  dinner  I  rode  with 
General  Mitchell  and  his  children  out  to  Alum  Creek  and  around 
past  the  place  of  my  old  friend  Albert  Buttles.  We  talked  of 
the  Presidential  question  as  settled,  and  found  it  in  all  respects 
well  for  me  personally  that  I  was  not  elected.  On  reaching 
home  at  Mitchell’s,  we  found  my  son  Webb  with  the  following 
dispatch  from  Governor  Dennison,  a  prudent  and  cautious  gentle¬ 
man,  which  seems  to  open  it  all  up  again :  — 

Washington,  D.  C.,  November  12,  1876. 

Received  at  Columbus  2:05  P.  M. 

To  Governor  R.  B.  Hayes. 

You  are  undoubtedly  elected  next  President  of  the  United 
States.  Desperate  attempts  are  being  made  to  defeat  you  in 
Louisiana,  South  Carolina,  and  Florida,  but  they  will  not  suc¬ 
ceed. 

W.  Dennison. 

In  the  evening  I  asked  if  there  were  objections  to  publishing 
this  dispatch.  About  10  P.  M.  reply  came,  “No  objections.” 


Columbus,  Ohio,  November  13,  1876. 

My  dear  General:  —  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  10th. 
I  can,  on  personal  grounds,  accept  defeat,  if  that  is  the  issue, 
with  the  greatest  composure,  and  almost  with  satisfaction. 

While  I  believe  that  with  a  fair  election  in  the  South,  our 
electoral  vote  would  reach  two  hundred,  and  that  we  should  have 
a  large  popular  majority,  I  am  yet  anxious,  as  you  are,  that  in  the 
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canvassing  of  results  there  should  be  no  taint  of  dishonesty.* 
I  have  had  no  part  in  sending  leading  men  South.  If  you,  at 
any  stage  of  the  proceedings,  feel  like  going  to  Louisiana,  it 
would  gratify  me  if  you  go.  Hewitt’s  men  are  many  of  them 
ex-Republicans,  and  of  course  bitterly  prejudiced  against  their 
late  associates.  Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Haves. 

General  Carl  Schurz. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  November  13,  1876. 

Mv  dear  S — :  —  Thanks  for  your  letter.  Perhaps  I  ought  to 
say  in  a  word  how  much  I  am  obliged  to  you.  No  correspondent 
during  the  one  hundred  and  forty-four  days  has  been  so  valued 
as  you,  and  my  debt  dates  before  and  is  likely  to  grow  after  that 
period. 

I  am  in  the  habit,  for  a  day  or  two  past,  of  saying:  “Un¬ 
doubtedly,  a  fair  election  in  the  South  would  have  given  the  Re¬ 
publicans  a  large  majority  of  the  electors,  and  also  of  the  popular 
vote  of  the  nation ;  and  I  think  that  a  fair  canvass  of  the  result 
will  still  give  us  the  one  hundred  and  eighty-five  votes  required 
to  elect.”  Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  William  Henry  Smith. 

Confidential. 

Fremont,  Ohio,  November  23,  1876. 

My  dear  Guy:  —  Your  letter  addressed  to  me  at  Columbus  is 
before  me.  While  I  regret  that  you  should  be  annoyed  by  the 

*  Mr.  Schurz  had  written:  —  “Today  there  seem  to  be  good  grounds 
for  hope  again  for  sufficient  legitimate  majorities  in  Florida,  South 
Carolina,  Louisiana,  and  thus  of  your  election.  If  this  turns  out  to  be 
the  result,  accept  my  congratulations  in  advance.  Your  satisfaction  can 
scarcely  be  greater  than  mine. —  I  am  sure,  you  are  as  anxious  as  I  am, 
and  as  every  patriotic  citizen  must  be,  that  such  a  result  should  not  be 
tainted  by  any  suspicion  of  unfair  dealing.  I  think  the  idea  put  forth 
in  several  quarters  that  some  men  of  high  character  should  go  to 
New  Orleans  to  watch  the  proceedings  of  the  Returning  Board,  is  a  very 
good  one.  The  Democrats  are  already  sending  some  of  their  prominent 
men,  and  it  ought  to  be  done  on  our  side.” 
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loose  report  of  my  conversations,  I  cannot  write  anything  on  the 
subject  for  the  public.  What  I  say  is  for  yourself  alone.  My 
general  views  on  the  Southern  question  were  given  authoritatively 
and  correctly  in  my  Letter  of  Acceptance.  I  was  not  aware  that 
anybody  was  reporting  my  conversations  on  the  result  and  con¬ 
sequences  of  the  election  until  I  saw  the  publication  you  refer  to. 
That  report  is  correct  enough  as  far  as  it  goes,  but  it  is  not 
complete. 

My  feeling  was  and  is,  that  a  Democratic  victory  at  this  time 
will  prove  especially  calamitous  to  the  South  —  not  to  the  colored 
people  alone,  but  to  the  white  people  also.  The  South  can’t 
prosper  without  immigration  and  capital  from  the  North  and 
from  abroad.  This  remark  is  not  equally  applicable  to  the 
States  west  of  the  Mississippi.  But  it  is  measurably  true  there 
also,  I  suspect.  Doubtless  you  will  have  a  large  immigration 
from  the  old  Southern  States  which  will  help  you.  Now,  that 
the  tendency  of  a  Democratic  victory  is  to  drive  off  Northern 
people,  is  a  thing  perfectly  well  known  here.  At  least,  such  is 
my  opinion.  Possibly,  your  better  opportunity  of  judging  may 
correct  my  notions  as  to  its  effect  on  the  colored  people,  but  its 
effect  on  the  interests  of  the  white  people  I  have  better  means 
to  know  than  you  have. 

I  can’t  see  why  your  Democratic  friends  should  annoy  you  on 
this  utterance  of  mine.  The  leading  Democratic  organ  of  the 
party  North,  the  New  York  World,  complimented  me  on  this 
very  point,  and  said  it  was  an  evidence  of  humanity  and  states¬ 
manship. 

I  believe  (I  hope  I  am  mistaken)  that  Southern  Democrats 
think  it  was  a  monstrous  wrong  to  give  the  colored  people  the 
ballot,  and  that  it  is  excusable  in  them  if  they,  the  Southern 
Democrats,  in  effect  nullify  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution 
which  secure  this  right  to  colored  men.  I  hope  sincerely  that 
the  Southern  Democrats  will  take  the  advice  of  the  World,  and 
thus  disappoint  my  apprehensions.  In  any  event,  I  am  the  well- 
wisher  of  all  of  my  countrymen  in  the  South.  I  hope  they  will 
take  the  only  course  which  can  give  them  peace  and  prosperity; 
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Whatever  the  issue  of  this  business,  my  affection  for  you  wiil 
not  fail,  but  I  shall  remain  “as  ever”  your  friend. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 


Honorable  Guy  M.  Bryan, 
Galveston. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  November  26,  1876. 

My  dear  General  :  —  Returning  after  an  absence  of  over  a 
week  at  Cleveland,  Fremont,  and  Toledo,  I  found  here  last  night 
your  note  of  the  18th.  I  know  your  presence  at  New  Orleans 
would  be  important  for  good,  but  under  the  circumstances  you 
mention,  you  could  not  be  reasonably  asked  to  go. 

It  seems  to  me  you  are  correct  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  course 
thus  far  taken  by  the  Returning  Board.  Sherman  writes  me 
commending  Wells  and  Anderson  as  acting  conscientiously  and 
judiciously.  He  thinks  our  right  to  the  State  unquestionable. 
At  many  polls,  besides  the  parishes  usually  named,  there  was 
most  atrocious  means  used  to  prevent  colored  people  from 
voting  the  Republican  ticket. 

I  feel  the  gravity  of  the  situation.  To  be  counted  out  will  be 
a  relief ;  but  if  otherwise,  I  will  keep  my  thoughts  on  the  true 
interests  of  the  country,  and  endeavor  to  do  precisely  right. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  often. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

P.  S.  —  I  failed  to  meet  General  Cox  at  Toledo.  He  was 
absent  from  the  State.  This  I  regret.  —  H. 

General  Carl  Schurz. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  November  27,  1876. 
My  dear  Sir:  —  I  am  greatly  obliged  for  your  letter  of  the 
23d.  You  feel,  I  am  sure,  as  I  do  about  this  whole  business. 
A  fair  election  would  have  given  us  about  forty  electoral  votes 
at  the  South  —  at  least  that  many.  But  we  are  not  to  allow  our 
friends  to  defeat  one  outrage  and  fraud  by  another.  There  must 
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be  nothing  crooked  on  our  part.  Let  Mr.  Tilden  have  the  place 
by  violence,  intimidation,  and  fraud,  rather  than  undertake  to 
prevent  it  by  means  that  will  not  bear  the  severest  scrutiny. 

I  appreciate  the  work  doing  by  the  Republicans  who  have 
gone  South  and  am  especially  proud  of  the  acknowledged  honor¬ 
able  conduct  of  those  from  Ohio.  The  Democrats  made  a  mis¬ 
take  in  sending  so  many  ex-Republicans.  New  converts  are 
proverbially  bitter  and  unfair  towards  those  they  have  recently 
left. 

I  trust  you  will  soon  reach  the  end  of  the  work,  and  be  able 
to  return  in  health  and  safety. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  John  Sherman, 

New  Orleans. 


Columbus,  November  30,  18/6.  Thanksgiving.  —  The  Presi¬ 
dential  question  is  still  undecided.  For  more  than  two  weeks  it 
has  seemed  almost  certain  that  the  three  doubtful  States  would 
be  carried  by  the  Republicans.  South  Carolina  is  surely  Republi¬ 
can.  Florida  is  in  nearly  the  same  condition,  both  States  being 
for  the  Republicans  on  the  face  of  the  returns,  with  the  probabil¬ 
ity  of  increased  majorities  by  corrections.  Louisiana  is  the  State 
which  will  decide.  There  is  no  doubt  that  a  very  large  majority 
of  the  lawful  voters  are  Republicans.  But  the  Democrats  have 
endeavored  to  defeat  the  will  of  the  lawful  voters  by  the  perpe¬ 
tration  of  crimes  whose  magnitude  and  atrocity  has  no  parallel 
in  our  history.  By  murder  and  hellish  cruelties,  they  at  many 
polls  drove  the  colored  people  away,  or  forced  them  to  vote  the 
Democratic  ticket.  It  now  seems  probable  that  the  Returning 
Board  will  have  before  them  evidence  which  will  justify  the 
throwing  out  of  enough  [votes]  to  secure  the  State  to  those  who 
are  lawfully  entitled  to  it. 

Thanksgiving  dinner  and  evening  at  Laura’s.  A  happy  time. 

December  1,  1876.  —  Colonel  Roberts  of  [the]  New  Orleans 
Times  wanted  an  interview  with  me.  Had  lunch  at  Comly’s. 
After  lunch  he  said  he  called  on  me  to  give  me  the  views  of 
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Lamar,  of  Mississippi,  General  Walthall,  ditto,  Wade  Hampton, 
of  South  Carolina,  and  probably  [General]  Gordon,  of  Georgia. 

“You  will  be  President,”  [he  said],  “We  will  not  make 
trouble.  We  want  peace.  We  want  the  color  line  abolished. 
We  will  not  oppose  an  Administration  which  will  favor  an  honest 
administration  and  honest  officers  in  the  South.  We  will  favor 
measures  to  secure  the  colored  people  all  of  their  rights,  We 
may  not,  and  probably  will  not,  leave  the  party  of  opposition, 
but  such  an  Administration  as  you  can  have,  we  will  support  as 
men  of  the  opposite  party  can.  We  want  nothing  of  you  in  the 
way  of  promise  or  pledge.” 

This  was  the  substance.  I  replied  by  saying  I  was  gratified  to 
know  it.  That  my  Letter  of  Acceptance  covered  the  whole 
ground ;  that  it  meant  all  it  said  and  all  that  it  implied.  This  was 
the  substance. 

In  case  of  my  election  there  will  be  further  conference,  and 
I  hope  for  good  results. 

December  3.  Sunday.  —  Various  indications  lead  me  to  think 
that  in  Louisiana  the  report  of  the  Returning  Board  will  probably 
be  unfavorable.  No  doubt  a  fair  election  would  have  carried  the 
State  for  the  Republicans.  But  it  is  possible  that  the  wrong 
cannot  lawfully  be  corrected  by  the  Returning  Board.  But  sup¬ 
pose  they  do  correct  without  sufficient  warrant  of  law.  The 
returns  will  be  made  to  the  President  of  the  Senate,  and  on  their 
face  the  Republicans  will  have  a  majority.  Suppose  a  way  is 
found  to  go  behind  those  returns  to  the  Senate.  Should  not, 
in  that  event,  the  whole  case  be  gone  into?  Should  not  the 
equitable  result  be  reached?  Not  only  throw  out  the  Democratic 
majorities  where  violence  procured  them,  but  count  in  fairly  the 
honest  Republican  majorities  which  were  prevented  by  lawless¬ 
ness? 


Columbus,  Ohio,  December  4,  1876. 

My  dear  General:  —  I  send  you  the  letter  enclosed  from  a 
very  sound  man,  A.  F.  Perry,  of  Cincinnati,  hoping  it  will  re¬ 
assure  you.  I  am  very  hopeful  that  Grant’s  Administration  will 
be  wise  and  prudent  until  this  business  is  ended.  The  facts  in 
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every  case  are  grossly  distorted  by  unfriendly  hands  in  the  tele¬ 
graph  offices  of  the  South.  This  is  not  mere  partisan  talk.  I 
have  it  from  the  best  sources.  This  should  make  us  hesitate  in 
our  judgments  of  all  occurrences  in  that  quarter, —  Please  re¬ 
turn  Mr.  Perry’s  letter. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

General  Carl  Schurz. 


Columbus,  December  j,  1876.  —  Yesterday  Elwood  E.  Thorne 
and  Francis  A.  Stout,  of  the  Republican  Reform  Club  of  New 
York,  came  here  and  had  an  interview  with  me.  The  purport 
of  their  communication,  written  and  oral,  was  that  New  York  was 
lost  by  coldness  and  neglect  (perhaps  treachery)  on  the  part  of 
the  New  York  managers  of  the  canvass;  meaning  Cornell  [and] 
some  of  the  Federal  officers  —  generally,  I  suppose,  friends  of 
Conkling.  Their  facts  were  not  very  conclusive,  but  tended  to 
show  a  lack  of  hearty  support. 

In  the  afternoon  a  number  of  Republicans  who  have  been  in 
New  Orleans  to  witness  the  proceedings  of  the  Returning  Board, 
on  the  Invitation  of  the  President,  or  of  the  National  Republican 
Committee,  stopped  here  on  their  return  East.  Senator  Sherman, 
General  Garfield,  Eugene  Hale,  of  Maine,  Mr.  Stoughton  and 
General  Van  Alen,  of  New  York,  and  General  White,  of  Indiana 
County,  Pennsylvania,  constituted  the  party.  Courtlandt  Parker 
[of  New  Jersey]  did  not  stop,  but  returned  with  this  party.  They 
called  on  me  at  my  office  about  3  P.  M.,  General  Comly  and  Webb 
being  present.  They  spread  before  me  very  fully  the  condition 
of  things  in  Louisiana,  and  the  action  of  the  Returning  Board. 
They  emphatically  endorsed  the  general  fairness  and  honesty  of 
the  board  s  conduct.  They  said  it  was  the  opinion  of  all  of  the 
Republicans  who  went  down  to  New  Orleans  that  the  Republican 
ticket  was  lawfully  and  honestly  entitled  to  be  declared  elected. 
That  largely  more  parishes  and  polls  ought  to  be  thrown  out 
for  violence  and  intimidation  than  were  necessary  to  elect  the 
whole  Republican  ticket,  state  and  national ;  that  a  fair  election 
would  have  given  the  Republicans  not  less  than  thirteen  to  fifteen 
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thousand  majority;  that  the  intimidation  was  deliberately  planned 
and  systematically  executed  by  means  of  rifle  clubs  organized  in 
the  parishes  selected  for  the  process  of  intimidation  known  as 
“bulldozing.” 

I  asked  each  of  the  gentlemen  for  his  individual  views.  All 
concurred  in  saying  in  the  strongest  terms  that  the  evidence  and 
law  entitled  the  Republican  ticket  to  the  certificate  of  election, 
and  that  the  result  would  in  their  opinion  be  accordingly.*  They 
spoke  highly  of  Wells  and  Anderson  [of  the  Returning  Board], 
and  favorably  of  the  two  colored  men. 

Thanks  to  Laura  and  Webb  they  were  all  entertained,  with 
Honorable  A.  F.  Perry  [of  Cincinnati],  at  our  house  last  evening. 
It  was  a  jovial  little  gathering.  Lucy  and  Laura,  the  only  ladies. 
Lucy  and  I  before  they  came  took  tea  with  Mrs.  Price  at  Mr. 
John  L.  Gill’s. 

Columbus,  December  6,  1876.  —  last  evening  we  gave  a  recep¬ 
tion  to  the  Ohio  Electoral  College,  all  present,  [and]  General 
Wikoff  and  State  Republican  Committee.  My  neighbors,  Patter¬ 
son,  William  G.  Deshler,  and  John  L.  Gill,  Denny  Rogers,  and 
a  very  few  others.  During  the  evening  we  got  dispatches  from 
Governor  Kellogg,  Mr.  Packard,  and  Mr.  Ray,  of  Louisiana, 
showing  Hayes  electors  chosen  by  over  three  thousand.  This 

*Mr.  Parker,  whom  a  professional  engagement  had  called  directly 
home,  wrote  Mr.  Hayes  from  Newark,  New  Jersey,  December  5,  saying:  — 
“If  the  count  finally  reported  by  the  Returning  Board  in  Louisiana  shall 
entitle  the  Republican  electors  to  their  certificate,  you  need  have  no 
6cruples  against  their  votes.  I  attended  almost  all  the  sessions  of  the 
board.  They  were  especially,  fair  and  open.  Technicalities  received  no 
favor.  I  acquainted  myself  likewise,  so  far  as  the  nature  of  things 
permitted,  with  the  evidence  upon  the  subject  of  intimidation.  No  one 
except  returning  officers  can  speak  as  to  the  extent  to  which  this  evidence 
is  applicable.  I  can  only  say  that  if  the  testimony  I  have  not  seen  is 
like  that  with  which  I  have  been  made  acquainted,  the  exclusion  of  any 
votes  affected  will  be  justifiable,  and  that  the  conduct  of  the  board 
shows  them  to  be  men  in  whose  judgment  and  desire  to  do  right  full 
confidence  may  be  placed.  The  law  of  Louisiana  as  to  this  matter  is  the 
law  of  the  Union.  The  board  is  vested  by  that  law  with  full  jurisdiction 
in  the  premises.  And  from  what  I  have  seen  of  them  [the  members  of 
the  board]  I  shall  be  ready  to  acquiesce  as  readily  in  their  decision, 
while  all  must  allow,  I  suppose,  that  it  is  legally  final.” 
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entitles  us  to  one  hundred  and  eighty-one  electoral  votes  with¬ 
out  Plorida.  Wires  down  in  Florida!  Mrs.  Herron,  Laura,  and 
Emily  Platt,  with  Lucy,  did  the  honors,  and  the  affair  was  suc¬ 
cessful. 

Private. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  December  6,  1876. 

My  dear  Sir:  — I  have  read  your  article  [in  the  Westliche 
Post  of  December  3]  on  the  mode  you  suggest  for  determining 
contested  Presidential  elections.  Its  general  tone  and  purpose 
strike  me  favorably.  What  is  wanted  is  an  Article  [in  the  Con¬ 
stitution]  which  shall  practically  embody  the  views  you  maintain. 
The  suggestion  is  not  in  a  condition  for  presentation.  We  can’t 
say  yea  or  nay  to  it  until  we  see  it  in  form  for  a  place  in  the 
Constitution. 

I  am  overwhelmed  with  callers,  congratulating  me  on  the  re¬ 
sults  declared  in  Florida  and  Louisiana.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
we  are  justly  and  legally  entitled  to  the  Presidency. 

My  conversations  with  Sherman,  Garfield,  Stoughton,  and 
others  settled  the  question  in  my  mind  as  to  Louisiana. 

Sincerely, 

General  Carl  Schurz.  r  r  Hayes. 

(Telegram.) 

Columbus,  Ohio,  December  6,  1876. 
Honorable  Alphonso  Taft, 

Attorney-General, 

Washington ,  D.  C. 

The  whole  story*  referred  to  in  your  letter  is  a  fabrication. 
Nothing  of  the  sort  occurred.  Assure  my  friends  of  this. 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

*Mr.  Taft  had  written:  — “An  absurd  story  has  been  put  in  circulation 
by  the  Cincinnati  Enquirer  that  at  an  interview  between  you  and  Roberts 
who  was  acting  for  Southern  Democracy,  you  expressed  the  purpose  to 
do  sundry  things  specified  in  the  article  which  no  doubt  you  have  seen 
This  has  been  so  represented  to  the  President  by  some  person  as  to 
annoy  him  a  little,  though  he  does  not  credit  the  report.  ...  By  the 
way,  I  think  it  possible,  that  that  story  as  to  the  interview  with  you,  was 
intended  to  cool  off  the  zeal  of  the  President  in  maintaining  the  cause 
of  the  party  in  the  South.” 
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Columbus ,  December  7,  1876.  —  The  Electoral  College  of  Ohio 
met  yesterday.  Mr.  Perry  presided.  A  unanimous  vote  for 
Hayes  and  Wheeler.  All  passed  off  pleasantly.  During  the  day, 
I  received  dispatches  from  Pennsylvania,  Illinois,  and  South 
Carolina,  showing  that  in  these  States  the  colleges  voted  for 
Hayes  and  Wheeler.  In  the  evening,  Platt,  Laura,  Emily,  and 
Fanny  came  in  with  General  Mitchell,  Dr.  Fullerton,  and  Ruddy 
Platt,  and  later  Mr.  John  W.  Andrews  and  Mrs.  Andrews,  and 
Miss  Grayson.  We  received  dispatches  during  the  evening  from 
all  of  the  Republican  States  except  Florida,  Iowa,  Nebraska, 
Colorado,  and  Oregon. 

We  all  felt  doubts  about  Oregon.  The  vote  of  the  State  was 
indisputably  Republican  by  eleven  hundred  majority  and  over. 
But  one  of  the  Republican  electors,  it  has  been  charged,  is  in¬ 
eligible,  being  a  postmaster.  The  Democratic  governor  heard 
argument  on  his  right  to  refuse  to  give  him  a  certificate.  All  this 
we  knew.  It  led  me  to  think  there  was  a  probability  that  the 
governor  would  commission  the  highest  Democrat  on  the  de¬ 
feated  ticket  and  thus  give  Tilden  the  one  hundred  and  eight-five 
votes  required  to  elect.  We  retired  after  our  visitors  left,  having 
had  a  lively,  happy  little  gathering,  but_  with  this  doubt  and 
solicitude  about  Oregon  on  our  minds. 

This  morning  Isaiah,  our  colored  man,  when  he  came  in  to 
build  the  fire,  laid  the  State  Journal  on  our  bed.  He  lighted  the 
gas  and  I  read  the  telegraphic  accounts,  showing  how  Governor 
Grover  of  Oregon  had  refused  to  commission  Watts,  the  Repub¬ 
lican  elector,  an  ex-postmaster,  and  had  given  the  certificate  of 
election  to  Cronin,  the  highest  Democratic  elector,  and  how  he, 
Cronin,  had  met  as  the  college  and  elected  two  Republicans  to 
fill  the  two  vacancies  created  by  the  refusal  of  the  Republicans, 
two  of  whom  were  commissioned,  to  act  or  meet  with  him ;  and 
how  this  college  met  and  cast  two  votes  for  Hayes  and  Wheeler 
and  one  for  Tilden  and  Hendricks,  thus  giving  in  the  nation  to 
Hayes  and  Wheeler  one  hundred  and  eighty-four  electoral  votes 
and  to  Tilden  and  Hendricks  one  hundred  and  eighty-five  votes, 
and  in  this  way  electing  the  latter  President  and  Vice-President. 

The  two  regularly  commissioned  Republican  electors  met ; 
Watts,  the  postmaster  resigned,  was  - re-elected,  and  this  college 
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gave  Hayes  and  Wheeler  the  three  votes  of  Oregon,  making  their 
aggregate  one  hundred  and  eighty-five,  and  thus  electing  them, 
if  this  vote  is  treated  as  the  true  one. 

Here  is  the  danger.  A  contest  ruinous  to  the  country,  danger- 
our,  perhaps  fatal  to  free  government  may  grow  out  of  it.  I 
would  gladly  give  up  all  claim  to  the  place,  if  this  would  avert 
the  evil  without  bringing  on  us  a  greater  calamity.  I  am  de¬ 
termined  that  no  selfish  ambition  or  interest  shall  influence  my 
conduct  in  the  face  of  these  tremendous  events.  Whatever,  on 
the  whole,  is  best  for  the  country,  that  I  will  do  if  I  can  know  it, 
regardless  of  consequences  to  myself.  I  shall  keep  cool,  master 
all  tendencies  that  may  lead  me  astray,  and  endeavor  to  act  as 
Washington  would  have  acted  under  similar  circumstances. 

My  wife  feels  some  disappointment,  is  unhappy  on  account 
of  the  consequences  of  our  defeat  to  the  poor  colored  people  of 
the  South,  but  on  personal  grounds  is  contented,  and  will  without 
effort  show  her  usual  cheerfulness.  We  shall  both  bear  this  new 
responsibility  with  composure.  Our  friends  will  suffer  more 
than  we  shall,  whatever  the  suspense  or  the  final  result. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  December  7,  1876. 

My  dear  General  :  —  Since  writing  yesterday  I  have  heard 
of  the  unwarranted  action  of  Governor  Grover  of  Oregon.  It 
perhaps  does  not  at  all  change  the  duties  of  public  men  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  important  subject  of  your  Amendment.  Judge  Ed¬ 
munds  has  an  Amendment  which  is  intended  to  provide  a  remedy 
for  the  difficulty.  How  does  it  consist  with  the  plan  you  have 
in  view?  I  prefer  not  to  be  quoted  until  I  am  better  informed 
as  to  the  specific  plans  proposed. 

One  thing  you  can  count  on :  I  mean  to  do  my  duty  unin¬ 
fluenced  by  selfish  ambition  or  interest.  I  feel  very  strongly 
that  in  the  presence  of  the  tremendous  dangers  now  threatening 
us,  we  should  all  try  to  be  deliberate  and  calm  —  not  hasty  to 
condemn  or  to  act  —  remembering  always  what  an  unmLjced  evil 
civil  war  is. 


General  C.  Sciiurz. 


Sincerely, 


R.  B.  Hayes. 
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December  8.  —  The  Oregon  fraud  appears  to  have  been  carried 
out  in  so  bungling  a  way  that  it  is  not  likely  to  do  more  than 
complicate  matters.  Indeed,  it  now  looks  as  if  it  would  damage 
our  adversaries  in  the  public  judgment  without  in  any  manner 
injuring  us.  The  fraud  is  so  transparent,  palpable,  and  dis¬ 
graceful,  that  it  is  not  impossible  that  it  will  be  thrown  aside 
without  dissent  from  any  quarter. 

Columbus,  December  16,  1876.  —  We  returned  last  night  from 
Dayton.  Our  visits  with  John  W.  Herron,  at  Cincinnati,  and 
Richard  O  Anderson,  at  Dayton,  were  most  happy.  Lucy  was 
in  excellent  spirits.  Webb  (who  left  us  at  Cincinnati)  picked 
up  a  knowledge  of  Cincinnati  public  men,  which  he  wanted,  and 
had  a  good  time  generally.  At  Dayton  I  made  an  offhand  talk 
which  seemed  to  be  successful.  Several  hundred  people  shook 
hands  with  a  gushing  sort  of  enthusiasm,  and  I  was  visited  by 
many  of  the  best  people.  The  ladies  were  very  civil  to  Lucy. 
At  Springfield  the  people,  especially  the  workingmen,  turned  out 
in  great  force.  I  spoke  from  the  rear  of  the  car  until  the  train 
moved  on.  The  weather  has  been  favorable;  rather  cold,  but 
bright  and  clear. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  December  16,  1876. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  Thanks  for  your  favors.  Touching  the  busi¬ 
ness  of  Mr.  Shaw,  I  am  free  absolutely  from  committals  as  to 
persons  or  policies.  People  who  talk  to  me  are  listened  to  re¬ 
spectfully,  and  I  talk  quite  freely  up  to  the  point  of  my  Letter, 
and  other  public  utterances,  but  I  have  no  private  assurances 
for  any  of  my  visitors.  I* have  no  prejudices  which  will  prevent 
me  from  listening  to  suggestions  impartially. 

I  mean  to  keep  myself  free  as  long  as  practicable,  and  to  hear 
in  a  friendly  spirit  all  that  may  be  offered.  I  do  not  like  to 
mention  names,  but  this  disposition  extends  to  all.  My  desire 
is  to  have  a  strong,  wise,  and  successful  Administrat:on.  All 
personal  considerations  must  yield  to  this.  I  want  to  hear  from 
you  fully,  freely,  and  confidentially. 

Sincerely, 

Honorable  John  Sherman. 

2  6  * 


R.  B.  Hayes. 
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Columbus,  Ohio,  December  16,  1876. 

My  dear  S — :  —  I  have  three  letters,,  from  you.  Do  not  think 
if  I  write  little  that  I  underestimate  my  obligation  to  you  for 
what  you  are  doing.  I  value  your  letters  and  note  all  you  say 
carefully.  I  am  very  hopeful  that  much  good  will  come  from 
friendly  relations  with  good  men  South  —  sooner  or  later.  But 
one  thing  I  may  still  say  to  all  friends.  That  is,  I  am  perfectly 
free  from  committals  as  to  persons  and  policies,  except  as  im¬ 
plied  in  my  Letter  and  other  public  utterances.  There  is  nothing 
private. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  William  Henry  Smith. 

Columbus,  December  16,  1876. 

My  dear  General  ;  —  I  am  exceedingly  obliged  for  your  let¬ 
ters.  Your  views  are  so  nearly  the  same  as  mine  that  I  need 
not  say  a  word.  I  am  wholly  uncommitted  on  persons  and 
policies,  except  as  my  published  letters  and  other  public  ut¬ 
terances  show.  There  is  nothing  private.  The  war  feeling  has 
no  hold  in  Ohio  worth  a  moment’s  consideration.  The  lawful 
result  will  be  received  as  it  should  be.  I  am  overwhelmed  with 
letters  and  other  affairs,  so  excuse  this  crusty  note. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  J.  A.  Garfield. 


December  17.  Yesterday  Colonel  Albert  D.  Shaw,  consul  at 
Toronto,  came  from  Washington  to  talk  with  me  about  affairs 
there,  and  [concerning]  my  purposes  as  to  persons  and  policies. 
He  is  a  friend  of  Senator  Conkling,  and  seemed  to  be  on  inti¬ 
mate  terms  with  the  Secretary  of  War  [Cameron]  and  others 
in  high  places.  He  talked  forcibly  and  with  much  feeling.  He 
fears  that  the  apprehension  that  I  am  in  the  hands  of  the  reform 
element  of  the  Republican  party,  will  lose  me  in  the  Senate  the 
friendship  and  support  of  enough  Senators,  in  the  approaching 
struggle  in  the  Senate,  to  change  the  result  of  the  Presidential 
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election,  and  bring  in  Mr.  Tilden.  Mr.  Conkling  has  been  com¬ 
mitted  against  our  present  views  on  some  of  the  legal  questions 
now  before  the  country;  notably,  as  I  infer,  on  the  right  of  the 
Senate  and  House  to  pass  on  the  returns  of  the  electoral  colleges. 
The  Southern  Republican  Senators  are  afraid  they  will  be  ig¬ 
nored,  as  “carpetbaggers,”  or  [as]  otherwise  objectionable  under 
the  Hayes  policy  of  conciliation.  Names  were  not  mentioned, 
but  Spencer,  of  Alabama,  Dorsey,  of  Arkansas,  Clayton,  and  Con¬ 
over  seemed  to  be  the  Senators  Colonel  Shaw  was  thinking  of. 

I  told  Colonel  Shaw  I  had  concluded  that  I  ought  to  take  no 
part  in  the  pending  contest  in  Washington;  that  I  should  prob¬ 
ably  make  no  declaration  of  policies,  and  no  committal  as  to 
members  of  my  Cabinet,  until  the  result  was  announced  in  Feb¬ 
ruary.  That  I  stood  on  my  Letter.  That  as  to  Southern  affairs, 
it  [the  Letter]  plainly  indicated  what  I  thought  desirable.  That 
the  Southern  people  must  obey  the  new  Amendments  and  give 
the  colored  men  all  of  their  rights;  that  peace  in  that  country 
could  only  be  had  in  this  way ;  that  prosperity  would  come  to  the 
South  with  immigration  from  the  North  and  from  Europe;  that 
to  get  this,  people  must  feel  as  free  to  go  to  the  South  as  they 
now  do  to  go  to  Kansas  or  Nebraska;  that  I  had  no  private 
views  or  pledges  to  give;  that  what  I  said  to  him  I  said  publicly, 
and  to  all  who  called  on  me  and  desired  to  know  my  views. 

He  showed  the  reasons  why  Mr.  Conkling  took  no  active  part 
in  the  canvass ;  that  his  health  was  broken,  and  his  eyes  required 
that  he  should  remain  in  a  dark  room.  He  explained  the  bad 
faith  of  [George  William]  Curtis  towards  Conkling;  of  Bristow 
towards  Conkling  and  Grant;  of  [Governor]  Morgan  towards 
Conkling,  etc.  He  urged  the  appointment  of  Conkling  (or  rather 
of  his  being  offered  the  appointment)  as  Secretary  of  State. 
Spoke  well  of  Platt,  of  Morrill,  of  Maine,  of  [the]  Secretary 
of  War;  and  in  disparagement  of  Chandler,  Blaine,  and  Jewell. 

Although  I  gave  him  no  pledges,  and  merely  said,  as  to  ap¬ 
pointments,  I  would  try  to  give  just  consideration  to  the  claims 
of  all  sections  of  the  Republican  party,  he  seemed  to  be  pleased 
with  what  I  told  him.  He  evidently  came  with  a  desire  to  be 
pleased,  and  left,  professing  to  think  he  could  overcome  diffi¬ 
culties  at  Washington. 
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Columbus,  Ohio,  December  17,  1876. 

My  dear  Sir  :  —  Colonel  Shaw  has  been  here  and  returned. 
He  seemed  pleased  with  his  interview.  Of  course,  no  pledges  or 
assurances  were  given,  beyond  those  which  are  public  and  [are] 
given  to  everybody.  I  told  him  I  was  in  no  way  committed  to 
persons  or  as  to  policy  except  as  the  public  knew ;  that  I  would 
try  to  deal  fairly  and  justly  by  all  elements  of  the  party;  and  [I] 
talked  as  I  always  do  about  the  South.  He  thinks  he  can  remove 
some  difficulties  on  his  return.  It  seems  to  me  I  should  remain 
quietly  in  Ohio,  and  take  no  active  part  in  present  complications.* 
But  I  will  be  glad  to  hear  from  you,  and  will  rely  much  on  your 
views. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  John  Sherman. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  December  17,  1876. 

My  dear  Governor:  —  I  am  exceedingly  obliged  for  your 
valuable  letters.  It  seems  to  me  desirable  that  I  should  remain 
quietly  in  Ohio,  committing  myself  to  no  person  or  policy  beyond 
that  which  the  public  may  fairly  infer  from  my  Letter  and  other 
published  and  authorized  utterances.  Believing  firmly  that  I 
have  been  honestly  and  legally  elected,  I  propose  to  wait  con¬ 
tentedly  for  the  issue.  If  the  result  is  changed  by  violence,  fraud, 
or  treachery,  I  shall  suffer  less  than  my  friends  —  less  than  the 
country;  and,  I  may  truly  say,  I  shall  suffer  chiefly  on  their 
account. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  William  Dennison. 

*  Mr.  Sherman  had  written  December  9:  — “There  is  a  strong  feeling 
in  certain  quarters  here  that  you  should  come  to  Washington  in  an 
informal  way  with  a  view  of  conferences  as  to  some  important  points. 
My  judgment  has  not  inclined  me  as  yet  to  the  necessity  or  propriety  of  it, 
but  it  may  be  that  events  will  occur  to  render  it  expedient  for  you  to 
come,  of  which  you  will  be  advised  in  time.  Please  turn  it  over  in  your 
mind,  so  as  to  be  prepared  if  the  request  should  be  sent  you.  In  case 
you  come  it  would  be  better  for  you  to  stay  with  me.  rather  than  at 
the  President’s  or  at  a  public  house,  but  of  this  I  will  advise  you 
further.” 
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Private. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  December  24,  1876. 

My  dear  S — :  —  Enclosed  I  return  you  the  letters  [giving  in¬ 
formation  of  efforts  being  made  by  Colonel  A.  J.  Kellar,  of 
Memphis,  General  Henry  V.  Boynton,  Washington  correspondent 
of  the  Cincinnati  Gazette,  and  others  to  create  and  encourage 
Hayes  sentiment  in  the  South].  I  do  not  wish  to  be  committed 
to  details.  It  is  so  desirable  to  restore  peace  and  prosperity  to 
the  South  that  I  have  given  a  good  deal  of  thought  to  it.  The 
two  things  I  would  be  exceptionally  liberal  about  are  education 
and  internal  improvements  of  a  national  character.  Nothing 
I  can  think  of  would  do  more  to  promote  business  prosperity, 
immigration,  and  a  change  in  the  sentiments  of  the  Southern 
people  on  the  unfortunate  topic.  Too  much  politics,  too  little 
attention  to  business,  is  the  bane  of  that  part  of  our  country. 

I  go  to  Xenia  —  Orphans’  Home  —  Monday  evening  and  re¬ 
main  until  Tuesday  evening.  Could  you  meet  me  there  Tuesday? 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  William  Henry  Smith. 

Private. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  December  25,  1876. 

My  dear  Sir  :  —  I  have  your  esteemed  favor  and  have  also 
met  Judge  Taft  and  Governor  Dennison.  There  will  not  be  the 
slightest  difficulty  growing  out  of  the  matter  you  refer  to.  You 
know  my  general  course  of  conduct.  It  has  always  seemed  to  me 
wise  in  case  of  decided  antagonisms  among  friends  not  to  take 
sides  —  to  heal  by  compromise,  not  to  aggravate,  etc.,  etc.  I  wish 
you  to  feel  authorized  to  speak  in  pretty  decided  terms  for  me 
whenever  it  seems  advisable  —  to  do  this,  not  by  reason  of 
specific  authority  to  do  it,  but  from  your  knowledge  of  my  gen¬ 
eral  methods  of  action. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  John  Sherman. 
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[The  letter,  to  which  the  foregoing  is  a  reply,  is  so  significant 
that  it  is  given  in  full : 

United  States  Senate  Chamber,  December  22,  1876. 

Dear  Governor  :  —  I  send  you  today  two  documents  in  regard 
to  counting  the  electoral  votes,  which  I  know  you  will  read  with 
attention,  being  McDonald’s  and  Wheeler’s  compilation  of  facts 
occuring  when  the  electoral  votes  were  counted  from  1789  to 

1873- 

A  subject  of  a  good  deal  of  delicacy  has  been  much  talked  of 
within  the  last  ten  days  here,  and  I  have  been  urged  by  members 
of  the  Cabinet,  and  Senators  of  high  influence,  to  write  you  about 
it,  but  it  seemed  to  me  so  delicate  a  thing  to  do  that  I  declined  at 
first.  I  have,  however,  joined  with  Morton  in  a  written  request 
that  Judge  Taft  would  stop  and  speak  to  you  fully  the  strong 
feeling  of  the  President  in  regard  to  a  gentleman  high  in  position 
in  this  country,  and  he  has  agreed  to  do  so.  Governor  Dennison, 
also,  who  left  last  evening  is  pretty  well  informed  of  the  matter 
and  will  no  doubt  speak  to  you  about  it. 

I  cannot  conceal  my  anxiety  about  the  action  of  several  men 
in  the  Senate  whose  votes  may  be  decisive  in  the  construction  of 
a  law  or  joint  rule  for  the  counting  of  the  electoral  votes.  The 
case  now  on  paper  is  so  plain  that  I  am  extremely  solicitous  that 
no  concurrent  act  of  the  two  Houses  shall  impair  it;  still  it  is 
manifest  that  from  the  precedents  some  joint  action  of  the  two 
houses  will  be  taken,  and  it  seems  to  be  conceded  that  if  the  two 
Houses  should  agree  in  rejecting  a  return  there  is  no  way  to  help 
it,  and  the  President  would  feel  bound  to  recognize  it.  I  have 
said  enough  to  show  you  my  earnest  conviction  that  no  feeling  of 
prejudice  or  hostility  should  operate  upon  the  mind  of  President 
or  Senators,  and  that  it  is  right  for  you  to  frankly  remove  any 
misapprehension,  if  you  can  do  so  without  abandoning  the 
position  you  have  taken  as  a  waiting  spectator  of  the  canvass. 
When  persons  of  influence  come  to  me  to  write  to  you  I  am  very 
reluctant  to  do  so ;  but  I  do  wish  that  some  ready  mode  of  com¬ 
munication  could  be  had  with  you. 

I  do  not  know  whether  you  have  written  to  the  President 
since  the  meeting  of  the  Electoral  Colleges,  but  it  would  seem  to 
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me  an  act  of  simple  courtesy  to  write  him  if  you  have  not  already 
done  so.  His  present  position,  great  public  services,  and  friendly 
conduct  would  justify  extreme  deference  to  his  opinions. 

•  Very  truly  yours, 

John  Sherman.] 

Governor  R.  B.  Hayes, 

Columbus. 


Private. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  December  29,  1876. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  I  wish  in  strict  confidence  to  say  that  in 
case  our  adversaries  go  to  law  with  us,  I  shall  want  you  to  assist 
the  Attorney-General.  Let  your  thoughts  dwell  on  the  points 
that  may  be  raised  either  to  question  our  rights  or  simply  to 
perplex  and  annoy  us. 

One  other  matter:  My  judgment  is  that  neither  House  of 
Congress,  nor  both  combined,  have  any  right  to  interfere  in  the 
count.  It  is  for  the  Vice-President  to  do  it  all.  His  action  is 
final.  There  should  be  no  compromise  of  our  constitutional 
rights.  We  should  firmly  insist  upon  them. 

Again,  allow  me  to  assure  you  that  I  am  in  no  way  committed 
as  to  persons  or  policies.  No  one  is  authorized  to  commit  me.  I 
shall  remain  free  to  the  end. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  S.  Shellabarger. 

Confidential. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  December  29,  1876. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  I  am  exceedingly  obliged  for  your  interesting 
note  of  the  25th.  Without  expressing  any  opinion  on  the  points 
you  state  so  clearly,  I  may  suggest  a  query :  Can  an  Act  of 
Congress  take  from  the  Vice-President  the  authority  (the  duty) 
the  Constitution  has  vested  in  him?  t 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  H.  M.  Conger. 
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Columbus,  Ohio,  December  30,  i8j6.  —  Twenty-four  years  ago 
today  we  married.  A  happy  event  for  me,  for  us  both. 
We  look  back  with  satisfaction.  Our  children  are  good. 

We  have  had  cold  weather  this  month.  The  Ohio  frozen 
over;  navigation  closed.  Yesterday  a  deep  snow  fell  on  the 
well  prepared  ground. 

The  political  event  of  the  week  is  the  visit  made  me  by  Judge 
T.  J.  Mackey,  of  Chester,  South  Carolina,  with  a  letter  from 
General  Wade  Hampton.  Mackey  is  a  fluent  and  florid  talker. 
His  representations  are  such  as  lead  one  to  hope  for  good  results 
by  a  wise  policy  in  the  South.  The  letter  is  not  of  much  im¬ 
portance  except  as  it  indicates  General  Hampton’s  views  of  duty 
in  case  of  armed  resistance  by  the  Democrats.  I  have  a  dispatch 
from  C.  P.  Leslie  as  follows:  —  “I  warn  you  to  beware  of  Tom 
Mackey.  ,  .  .  He  is  a  first-class  fraud.  .  ,  .”  —  This  is 

a  specimen  of  the  Southern  complications. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  December  31,  1876. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  I  still  think  I  ought  to  leave  Washington 
well  alone.  I  have  many  friends  in  that  city  who  can  of  their 
own  motion  speak  confidently  of  my  ways  of  thinking  and  acting. 
An  authorized  representative  could  remove  some  troubles  that 
you  now  see,  but  only  think  of  yet  greater  troubles  he  might 
create. 

I  like  to  get  your  suggestions,  and  am  interested  in  the  facts 
you  give.  Do  not  misconstrue  my  silence  if  in  the  hurry  of  time 
I  fail  to  reply. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  J.  A.  Kasson. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  December  31,  1876. 

My  dear  Governor  :  —  I  have  your  letter  of  the  30th.  I  have 
not  looked  into  the  question  you  suggest.  With  the  aid  of  Little 
I  will  be  able  to  get  at  the  truth.  I  am  glad  you  mentioned  it. 
It  did  not  occur  to  me  as  a  question. 
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The  grand  demonstration  I  had  not  heard  of.  Such  affairs 
need  judicious  looking  after  by  somebody,  but,  of  course,  I 
cannot  interfere  with  them. 

Something  like  your  views  as  to  a  friend  or  friends  at  Wash¬ 
ington  has  been  mentioned  by  a  good  many.  There  are  two  sides 
to  it.  It  seems  to  me  that  Comly  and  Shellabarger  and  Dennison 
can  give  such  facts  about  my  general  ways  of  thinking  and 
action  as  will  accomplish  all  that  is  right  and  practicable. 

I  am  in  the  habit  of  saying  that  we  can  better  afford  defeat 
by  the  knavery  of  the  adversary  or  the  crotchets  or  treachery  of 
friends  than  success  by  intrigues.  Of  course,  I  understand  you 
to  mean  that  we  must  have  men  at  Washington  prepared  to  de¬ 
feat  the  corrupt  practices  of  our  adversaries.  For  this  purpose 
the  gentlemen  I  name  can  be  useful,  and  other  of  our  friends  who 
may  be  in  Washington  can  lend  a  helping  hand.  This  must  be 
left  to  volunteers.  For  me  to  select  and  send  to  Washington  a 
representative  would,  in  my  judgment,  be  a  mistake.  Think  of  it. 
I  will  hear  and  heed,  but  you  have  my  decided  impression. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

General  E.  F.  Noyes. 

Private. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  December  31,  1876. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  I  recognize  the  friendliness  and  sincerity  of 
your  purpose,  but  it  seems  to  me  it  would  be  a  mistake  for  me  to 
send  a  representative  to  Washington.  There  are  several  Ohio 
men  in  Washington  who  know  my  methods  of  thinking  and  acting 
in  public  affairs.  They  can  of  their  own  motion  speak  confi¬ 
dently.  Such  men  as  Shellabarger,  Comly,  Noyes,  Little,  etc., 
etc.,  not  in  official  positions  at  Washington,  and  various  Senators 
and  Representatives  can  perhaps  do  and  say  all  that  can  properly 
be  said  and  done.  All  this  must,  I  am  confident,  be  left  to 
volunteers,  such  as  the  men  I  name  or  allude  to.  Don’t  misunder¬ 
stand  me.  I  am  ready  to  hear  and  to  heed  the  suggestions  of 
friends.  But  I  see  this  business  today  as  above  indicated. 

Sincerely, 


R.  B.  Hayes. 
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P.  S.  —  You  now  see  the  troubles  which  an  authorized  friend 
could  remove.  If  you  had  such  a  friend  in  Washington,  what 
other  and  greater  trouble  might  you  not  then  see  ?  —  H. 

William  E.  Chandler. 

Confidential. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  December  31,  1876. 

My  dear  Colonel:  —  Thanks  from  Scott  for  the  Indian 
“shinny.”  I  don’t  remember  the  name  you  gave  it. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  see  you  any  time.  I  go  to  Fremont  for  a  few 
days  within  a  fortnight  or  so.  With  that  exception,  I  expect  to 
be  here  during  January. 

Of  course  friends  see  my  duty  variously.  I  must  adhere  to 
my  own  views.  You  notice  how  I  am  charged  with  bargaining 
to  get  the  place.  It  is  a  great  comfort  to  feel  how  unfounded 
all  such  stuff  is.  We  can  better  afford  defeat  by  the  knavery  of 
adversaries  than  to  win  by  intrigue  —  bargain  and  sale.  At  any 
rate,  I  see  the  true  position  to  be  “hands  off.” 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Colonel  A.  D.  Shaw. 


Columbus,  January  1,  1877.  —  A  deep  snow ;  six  to  ten  inches 
on  a  good  solid  and  smooth  foundation  has  given  us  good  sleigh¬ 
ing  for  the  last  two  or  three  days.  Cold  and  cloudy  this  morning. 
Our  family  are  all  enjoying  good  health  and  fair  fortune.  Ruther¬ 
ford  is  at  home  from  Cornell.  Webb  is  our  stand-by.  Birch 
remains  at  the  law  school  during  the  vacation.  Lucy  receives 
New  Year’s  callers  today  at  home  (60  Broad  Street). 

Columbus,  Ohio,  January  2,  1877.  —  Our  cousin  Mary  Birch¬ 
ard,  of  Fayetteville,  Vermont,  was  lost  in  the  fearful  railroad 
accident  at  Ashtabula,  Friday  evening.  We  have  learned  none  of 
the  particulars  as  to  her  fate  beyond  the  general  facts  of  the  catas¬ 
trophe.  The  accident  was  the  most  dreadful  that  has  ever  oc¬ 
curred  on  any  railroad  in  Ohio,  and  has  rarely  been  equalled 
in  the  number  of  victims  and  other  circumstances  of  horror  any- 
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where.  Poor  dear  Mary !  She  was  a  kind-hearted,  lovable  wo¬ 
man.  When  I  last  met  her,  Ohio  Day  at  Philadelphia,  she  was 
one  of  the  happiest  in  that  great  throng  of  people. 


Private. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  January  2,  1877. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  I  am  greatly  obliged  for  your  full  letter.  It 
is  all  interesting. 

The  questions  in  my  thought,  when  I  wrote  you,  were  such 
as  may  arise,  after  the  count  is  declared  in  favor  of  the  Republi¬ 
can  candidates,  between  them  and  the  Democrats  who  are  also 
sworn  into  office.  Such  as  quo  warrcmtos,  etc.,  etc. ;  efforts  to 
get  or  keep  possession  of  the  government  offices  and  property, 
and  the  like.  In  short,  the  questions  Tilden  can  make,  claiming 
to  be  de  jure  President  and  the  Republican  de  facto. 

On  the  Louisiana  vote  our  equitable  right  to  the  State  is  in¬ 
disputable.  I  will  send  you  in  a  day  or  two  Redfield’s  letter. 
If  we  go  back  of  the  Returning  Board,  why  not  go  into  the 
merits?  How  would  Louisiana  have  voted  if  the  election  had 
been  fair? 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  S.  Shellabarger. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  January  3,  1877. 

My  dear  S — :  —  I  am  not  a  believer  in  the  trustworthiness  of 
the  forces  you  hope  to  rally.  After  we  are  in,  I  believe  a  wise 
and  liberal  policy  can  accomplish  a  great  deal.  But  we  must 
rely  on  our  own  strength  to  secure  our  rights.  With  firmness 
it  can  be  done. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  William  Henry  Smith. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  January  3,  1877. 

My  dear  Uncle:  —  We  have  been  in  an  agony  of  suspense 
about  our  dear  Mary  for  several  days.  After  hoping  against  all 
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reasonable  probabilities,  we  are  now'  compelled  to  yield  to  the 
evidence  and  admit  that  she  is  among  the  unfortunate  victims. 
You  have  our  deepest  sympathy  and  prayers.  We  pray  that  you 
and  Aunt  Birchard  may  have  grace,  under  the  merciful  goodness 
of  God,  to  bear  up,  and  to  receive  in  full  measure  consolation 
from  the  only  Power  that  can  sustain  you  in  your  great  sorrow. 

Affectionately, 


Honorable  A.  Birchard, 
Fayetteville,  Vermont. 


R.  B.  Hayes. 


Columbus,  January  5,  1877.  —  My  advices  are  that  the  result 
of  the  action  of  the  Senate  will  depend  on  the  report  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Senate  makes  on  the  election  in  Louisiana.  This 
seems  not  to  be  in  much  doubt,  but  there  is  enough  to  leave  me 
in  a  state  of  suspense.  I  must,  therefore,  prepare  for  either 
event.  The  Cabinet  is  the  chief  work.  Next  the  inaugural.  As 
to  the  address,  I  wish  to  repeat  my  Letter  of  Acceptance  (1)  on 
currency  and  national  faith,  (2)  on  civil  service  reform,  (3) 
on  the  South.  I  must  urge  a  liberal  policy  towards  the  South 
especially  in  affording  facilities  for  education  and  encouraging 
business  and  emigration  [immigration (?) ]  by  internal  improve¬ 
ments  of  a  national  character. 


Confidential. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  January  5,  1877. 

My  dear  Sir  :  —  I  have  your  note  of  the  third.  I  do  not  wish 
to  influence  the  action  of  our  friends,  and  do  not  volunteer 
opinions.  But  you  have  a  right  to  my  opinion.  I  believe  the 
Vice-President  alone  has  the  constitutional  power  to  count  the 
votes  and  declare  the  result.  Everything  in  the  nature  of  a  con¬ 
test  as  to  electoral  votes  is  an  affair  of  the  States.  The  rest  is  a 
merely  ministerial  duty.  Therefore,  it  is  not  right  in  my  judg¬ 
ment  for  Congress  to  interfere. 

Sincerely, 


R.  B.  Hayes. 
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P.  S.  —  I  would  like  your  opinion  and  Senator  Morton’s  on 
resigning  as  governor  before  the  count  in  February.*  It  would  be 
a  decided  announcement  of  my  own  opinion  as  to  the  result 
of  the  election.  I  can  do  it  with  great  satisfaction,  whatever  the 
probable  action  of  the  two  Houses,  if  it  is  thought  advisable. — H. 

Honorable  John  Sherman. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  January  9,  1877. 

My  dear  General:  —  I  am  disappointed.  I  felt  the  incon¬ 
gruity  of  the  proposition,!  and  feared  that  I  would  wound  a 
friend  by  making  it.  But  I  saw  great  good  in  it,  and  ventured 
to  hope.  You  have  no  doubt  done  wisely.  Do  not  allow  it  to 
leave  a  shadow  between  us,  if  you  can  help  it.  I  believed  that  I 
could  make  it  even  with  you  before  the  year  ended,  or  I  would 
not  have  thought  of  it. 

Mr.  Horton’s  letter  is  very  sound.  I  return  it  as  you  request. 

I  am  glad  you  gave  your  views  of  men.  Do  not  hesitate  to  do 
it  in  future. 

As  to  secretary,  I  must  follow  the  traditions,  I  suppose.  Your 
views  on  the  army  would,  of  course,  be  useful  to  me.  Among 
the  possibilities  for  you,  that  department  was  one  of  the  promi¬ 
nent  ones. 

With  kindest  regards  to  Mrs.  Force, 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

General  M.  F.  Force. 

*To  this  Mr.  Sherman  replied  January  13:  —  “I  had  some  conversation 
with  Morton  as  to  your  resignation  and  he  expressed  himself  strongly 
in  favor  of  it  at  an  early  day.  I  think  it  better  for  you  quietly  to 
hold  on  until  near  the  time  for  counting  the  vote.  At  Columbus  you  are 
accessible,  and  the  strength  of  your  position  is  in  the  dignified  waiting  for 
results  without  unseemly  anxiety  and  without  suspicion  of  improper  in¬ 
fluence.  I  have  mentioned  the  question  to  no  one  else  and  your  good 
judgment  must  settle  it.” 

t  The  offer  he  had  made  to  General  Force  of  the  position  of  private 
secretary.  General  Force  thought  the  position  incompatible  with  his  dis¬ 
tinction  and  dignity.  It  had  not  at  that  time  been  raised  to  its  present 
rank  and  importance. 

2G 
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Columbus,  January  16,  1877. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  I  have  your  letter  of  the  18th.  Your  speech 
was  in  all  respects  admirable.  I  read  it  in  the  Record  and  again 
now. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  leave  the  question  of  the  resignation  for 
future  decision.  I  can’t  suppose  that  the  plan  to  cast  lots  for  the 
Presidency  will  be  adopted.  The  country  will  condemn  it  un¬ 
hesitatingly.  I  write  in  much  haste. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

P.  S.  —  The  war  fever  is  about  dead.  —  H. 

Honorable  John  Sherman. 


Columbus,  January  17,  1877.  —  Wheeler,  Chandler  (William 
E.),  and  others  write  that  Conkling  is  decidedly  hostile,  and  that 
he  has  enough  followers  to  pass  through  the  Senate  a  compromise 
measure.  The  effect  of  this  is  to  change  the  result,  in  all  prob¬ 
ability. 

Well,  I  am  personally  content.  I  must  go  on  to  the  end,  and  in 
the  meanwhile  prepare  for  either  event.  For  the  office,  I  must 
have  a  private  secretary  and  Cabinet,  and  [I  must  write]  an 
inaugural  address.  My  friend  General  Force  is  my  preference 
for  private  secretary.  He  declines,  and  almost  feels  hurt  that 
I  suggested  it  to  him.  General  Kennedy  is  my  next  choice. 

On  the  subject  of  Cabinet,  I  have  talked  with  Mr.  Wheeler, 
General  Cox,  General  Buckland,  and  a  few  others.  I  am  inclined 
to  say  that  I  must  not  take  either  of  the  leading  competitors  for 
the  Presidential  nomination,  nor  any  member  of  the  present 
Cabinet.  My  thoughts  rest  on  Evarts  for  the  first  place.  On 
Governor  Rice  or  Forbes,  of  Massachusetts,  or  Sherman  for 
[the]  Treasury.  On  General  Harlan,  of  Kentucky,  for  Attorney- 
General.  I  think  well  of  General  Harrison,  of  Indiana,  and 
Settle,  of  North  Carolina,  for  places.  Governor  Hartranft  [of 
Pennsylvania]  has  a  Democratic  lieutenant-governor,  or  he 
might  be  favorably  considered.  McCrary,  of  Iowa,  for  a  place. 
Booth,  of  California,  (but  his  seat  in  the  Senate  would  be  filled 
by  a  Democrat). 
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Private. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  January  17,  1877. 

My  dear  General:  —  I  returned  late  last  night,  and  found 
here  your  letter.  I  have  no  time  to  reply  suitably  this  morning, 
but  hasten  to  assure  you  that  nobody  is  authorized  to  represent 
me  on  the  subject  of  the  count.  I  have  thought  it  fitting  that  I 
should  let  that  matter  well  alone.  Of  course,  I  have  opinions. 
But  I  shall  abide  the  result.  .No  one  ought  to  go  to  war,  or 
even  to  law  about  it. 

I  am  free  to  say  to  you  that  I  concur  with  Kent.  But  others, 
abler  to  judge,  think  otherwise,  and  I  recognize  their  right  as 
good  Republicans  so  to  think.  Many  good  Republicans  think 
that  the  interests  of  the  party  will  be  promoted  by  Tilden’s  suc¬ 
cess.  I  can  see  many  reasons  for  this  opinion.  In  the  absence 
of  Congressional  action,  the  Vice-President  should  count  and 
declare.  I  am  not  favorably  impressed  with  leaving  it  to  be  de¬ 
cided  by  lot.  But  I  beg  you  to  believe  me  sincere  when  I  say 
that  I  take  no  part  in  this,  and  shall  quietly  await  the  event. 

There  is  a  contingency  which  I  must  be  prepared  for.  I  must 
consider,  if  not  write,  an  inaugural,  and  consider,  if  not  appoint, 
a  Cabinet.  On  these  points,  I  am  glad  to  hear  from  all  my 
friends. 

I  had  a  good  talk  with  General  Cox  at  Toledo  Saturday. — 
Write  often  and  fully. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

General  Carl  Schurz. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  January  20,  1877. 

My  dear  S — :  —  I  return  the  letters  as  requested. 

As  to  the  visits  of  friends,  I  like  to  see  all,  but  I  don’t  like  to 
request  specially  their  presence.  I  would  like  to  see  you  any 
time,  and  I  so  say. 

I  am  not  disturbed  by  recent  events. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes 

William  Henry  Smith. 
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Sunday,  January  21. —  The  compromise  report  by  the  Joint 
Committee  seems  to  be  a  surrender,  at  least,  in  part,  of  our  case. 
The  leading  constitutional  objection  to  it,  perhaps,  is  that  the 
appointment  of  the  Commission  by  act  of  Congress  violates  that 
part  of  the  Constitution  which  gives  the  appointment  of  all  other 
officers  “to  the  President.”  To  this  it  will  possibly  be  replied 
that  the  members  of  the  Commission  are  not  officers;  that  they 
are  analogous  to  referees  and  master  commissioners,  to  advisory 
boards,  or  committees.  But  is  this  true?  Their  decisions  stand 
unless  both  houses  of  Congress  concur  in  overruling  them.  If 
the  Commission  decides  to  throw  out  the  vote  of  Mississippi,  the 
vote  of  that  State  will  be  lost  if  one  house  concurs.  If  the 
Commission  decides  that  Cronin’s  vote  for  Tilden  shall  be  count¬ 
ed,  it  will  be  counted  if  the  House  alone  concurs. 

The  Commission  is  analogous  to  inferior  tribunals.  Its  de¬ 
cisions  are  binding  unless  the  superior  tribunal  overrules  them 
by  a  concurrent  vote  of  both  houses.  The  President  of  the  Senate 
and  the  Senate  may  be  overruled  by  the  Commission  and  the 
House. 

Surely,  the  members  of  such  a  commission  are  officers.  Their 
appointment  by  Congress  is  a  usurpation  of  the  Presidential 
authority.  If  the  bill  has  not  a  two-thirds  vote  in  both  houses, 
the  President’s  veto  ought  to  prevent  it  from  becoming  a  law. 

The  next  most  important  objection  to  the  bill  is,  that  if  passed 
it  may  turn  out  to  be  an  act  to  prevent  the  counting  of  the  elec¬ 
toral  vote.  There  can  be  no  count  if  the  Commission  refuses  or 
fails  to  act.  This  power  to  prevent  a  decision  is  a  power  far 
above  any  power  belonging  to  referees,  master  commissioners, 
advisory  boards,  or  committees. 


[The  morning  of  the  day  on  which  the  Joint  Committee  was  to 
introduce  the  Electoral  Commission  Bill,  Mr.  Sherman  wrote:  — 

Washington,  D.  C.,  January  18,  1877. 

Dear  Sir  :  —  Before  you  receive  this  you  will  have  read  the 
plan  the  Joint  Committee  have  reported  to  count  the  electoral 
vote.  I  have  just  learnt  from  an  authentic  source  the  precise 
terms  of  it  and  my  judgment  is  against  it.  It  is  a  clumsily 
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constructed  machine  to  allow  timid  or  treacherous  men  to  de¬ 
feat  your  election.  The  worst  feature  is  the  degradation  of  the 
Supreme  Court  by  picking  out  the  strongest  partisans  on  both 
sides  and  requiring  them  to  agree  upon  an  umpire.  In  the 
election  of  the  Committee  from  the  two  houses  the  Democrats 
have  all  advantage.  They  will  select  bitter  partisans,  while  in 
the  Senate  we  cannot  conceal  that  we  are  measurably  in  the 
power  of  men  who  do  not  want  your  election  declared.  I  cannot 
be  mistaken  in  attributing  this  hope  to  Conkling  and  others 
whom  I  suspect  but  must  not  name.  As  to  several  Senators  from 
the  South  whom  we  feared,  I  am  satisfied  they  will  heartily  sus¬ 
tain  your  election. 

My  inclination  at  this  moment  is  at  once  to  take  decided  and 
earnest  ground  against  this  scheme  as  unconstitutional  and  im¬ 
practicable —  as  a  virtual  surrender  of  your  rights  as  President 
elect  of  the  United  States.  I  believe  the  scheme  can  be  defeated. 
What  will  come  after  its  defeat  it  is  hard  to  tell;  but  our  rejec¬ 
tion  of  any  plan  proposed  will  be  a  point  against  us,  unless  we 
can  propose  a  better  one. 

It  has  always  seemed  to  me  that  a  law  providing  for  a  summary 
appeal  on  writ  of  error  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  [the]  United 
States  from  any  decision  of  the  President  of  the  Senate  is  the 
only  constitutional  solution  of  the  difficulty.  This  could  easily 
be  provided  for  if  the  House  would  agree,  but  we  know  it  will 
not.  The  same  influence  now  rules  the  House  and  its  galleries 
that  did  in  1860-61,  and  I  feel  that  we  are  to  encounter  the  same 
enemies  that  we  did  then. 

Don’t  consider  yourself  bound  to  answer  this  unless  you  have 
some  wish  to  express,  as  I  write  merely  for  your  information. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Governor  R.  B.  Hayes,  John  Sherman. 

Columbus. 

To  this  Mr.  Hayes  replied: — ] 

Columbus,  Ohio,  January  21,  1877. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  I  am  exceedingly  obliged  for  your  attention. 
Your  views  of  the  compromise  are  also  mine.  I  prefer  not  to  be 
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quoted.  I  do  not  desire  to  influence  the  decision  by  Congress. 
But  the  bill  seems  to  me  to  be  a  very  dangerous  violation  of  the 
Constitution.  I  agree  with  you  also  that  the  true  appeal  is  to  the 
Supreme  Court,  according  to  the  accustomed  rules  and  principles 
of  law,  by  quo  warranto  or  otherwise.  Mr.  Little’s  letter  to  you 
was  written  hastily.  It  may  require  revision.  But  in  substance 
it  seems  to  me  sound.  I  write  this  for  your  eye  alone,  believing 
that  you  are  entitled  to  my  opinions. 

I  do  not  wish  them  to  be  used  to  influence  anybody. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  John  Sherman. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  January  22,  1877. 

My  dear  General:  —  Thanks  for  the  letter  on  the  War  De¬ 
partment.  It  ought  to  be  well  considered.  There  is  important 
matter  in  it. 

As  to  the  compromise,  I  do  not  doubt  the  authority  of  Congress 
to  legislate  on  the  count.  But  the  legislation  must  itself  be  con¬ 
stitutional.  It  should  not  establish  a  returning  board.  It  should 
not  usurp  the  President’s  power  to  appoint  “all  other  officers.” 
Are  not  the  commissioners  “officers”?  Do  they  not  form  an 
“inferior  tribunal”?  They  are  not  merely  in  aid  of  Congress  or 
the  Vice-President.  If  they  decide,  the  decision  stands  unless 
reversed  by  both  houses. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  M.  F.  Force. 

Private. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  January  23,  1877. 

My  dear  General:  —  No  doubt  the  compromise  will  pass, 
and  I  hope  it  will  turn  out  well.  I  shall  do  nothing  to  influence 
the  result.  The  measure  is,  as  you,  say  “extraconstitutional.” 
I  am  not  disposed  to  look  anxiously  for  constitutional  objections 
when  an  important  good  is  to  be  accomplished.  With  me,  the 
chief  objection  is  the  usurpation  of  the  Presidential  power  of 
appointment  which  it  involves.  Congress,  as  my  “Letter”  inti- 
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mates,  has  done  this  too  much  in  the  past.  How  you  can  get  over 
this,  with  your  views,  is  one  of  the  queries  that  puzzles  me. 
But  “all’s  well  that  ends  well”  is,  I  suppose,  the  argument. 
Nothing  better  has  been  published  by  the  friends  of  the  measure 
than  the  enclosed. 

Now,  for  the  other  topics  which  interest  me  more  particularly. 
Excuse  haste  and  write  often. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Please  return  the  printed  slip. 

General  Carl  Schurz. 


Columbus,  January  23,  1877. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  I  have  your  note  of  the  21st.  In  reply,  it  is 
my  earnest  desire  that  you  should,  from  this  time  on,  act  on  all 
questions  in  my  behalf,  whenever  it  is  lawful  and  proper  for  you 
to  do  so,  in  connection  with  the  Presidential  contest. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  S.  Shellabarger, 

Washington. 


Columbus,  January  24,  1877. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  Your  friend  will  have  his  commission. 

Assuming  the  passage  of  the  bill,  what  next?  Shall  we  have 
argument?  Who  shall  make  it?  Able  and  wise  men  should  be 
selected.  Many  of  our  friends  at  Washington  are  confident  of 
the  result  notwithstanding  the  obvious  gain  of  our  adversaries. 

Sincerely, 


Honorable  Joseph  Barrett,  R.  B.  Hayes. 

Cincinnati. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  January  25,  1877. 

My  dear  General  :  —  I  have  not  replied  before  to  your 
esteemed  favor  of  the  19th  because  I  did  not  want  to  even  seem 
to  wish  to  influence  the  action  of  Congress  on  the  subject  of  the 
count.  Good  Republicans  differ  as  to  the  bill  of  the  Conference 
Committee.  I  see,  or  think  I  see,  constitutional  objections  to  it. 
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Certainly  I  prefer  any  plan  which  leaves  the  decision  to  the 
Supreme  Court.  But  now  that  it  is  before  the  country  with  many 
Republicans  committed  to  it,  the  question  is  a  different  one  from 
what  it  was  when  it  was  before  the  committee  as  an  original 
proposition. 

There  ought  to  be  full  argument  before  the  Commission.  Argu¬ 
ment  on  all  questions  —  their  powers,  the  true  principles  of  the 
Constitution,  and  the  substantial  equities.  If  this  is  not  suffi¬ 
ciently  provided  for,  it  is  worthy  of  consideration  whether 
amendments  should  not  be  made  to  secure  it.  Do  not  under¬ 
stand  me  as  wishing  to  influence  you  for  or  against  the  bill. 
I  understand  you  are  fully  decided  on  your  course. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  J.  A.  Garfield. 

[Mr.  Garfield’s  letter  follows:  — 

Washington,  January  19,  1877. 

My  dear  Governor:  —  I  have  no  words  strong  enough  to 
describe  my  indignation  at  the  fact  and  manner  of  the  surrender 
which  the  Senate  has  made  of  our  position.  The  danger  of 
violent  resistance  to  your  inauguration  had  absolutely  passed 
away  with  the  failure  of  the  8th  [of]  January  conventions. 
Nothing  in  the  world  was  necessary  but  for  the  Senate-to  support 
its  presiding  officer  in  following  the  early  precedents  which 
were  made  under  the  fresh  impulses  of  the  Constitution  then 
recently  adopted.  A  little  bluster,  a  new  burst  of  newspaper 
wrath,  and  all  would  have  been  over.  I  don’t  believe  one-half 
of  one  per  cent  of  our  party  had  any  doubt  of  the  justice  and  es¬ 
sential  fairness  of  your  election,  and  of  the  right  of  the  President 
of  the  Senate  to  declare  it.  And  now  those  Republicans  who 
have  borne  the  brunt  of  the  campaign,  and  of  the  struggle  against 
fraud  and  violence  since  the  election,  see  the  certainty  of  an  as¬ 
sured  result  traded  off  for  the  uncertain  chances  of  what  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  one  majority  will  do;  and  the  Senators  who  have  made 
this  surrender  are  those  who  did  the  least  toward  securing  our 
victory.  Our  friends  in  the  House  side  of  the  committee  would 
never  have  agreed  to  the  bill  but  from  the  conviction  that  enough 
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Republican  Senators  would  follow  Conkling  to  leave  Ferry 
[President  of  the  Senate]  without  support.  Probably  the  mis¬ 
chief  is  irreparable.  A  compromise  like  this  is  singularly  attrac¬ 
tive  to  that  class  of  men  who  think  that  the  truth  is  always 
halfway  between  God  and  the  Devil,  and  that  not  to  split  the 
difference  would  be  partisanship.  Pardon  my  scolding ;  for  I  sat 
down  to  ask  your  opinion. 

While  the  bill  surrenders  a  great  advantage  it  does  not  neces¬ 
sarily  defeat  us.  Probably  it  leaves  us  an  even  chance  —  pos¬ 
sibly  more  than  even.  The  Republican  members  of  the  committee 
are  confident  that  you  will  be  declared  elected  under  the  bill. 
The  worst  that  the  four  judges  can  do  is  to  choose  Davis  as  the 
fifth  wheel  to  this  compromise  coach.  If  they  fail  to  agree  upon 
a  choice,  they  must  cast  lots  and  that  would  give  us  three  chances 
out  of  four  —  with  Davis  as  the  fourth.  My  present  inclination 
is  to  fight  the  bill  from  beginning  to  end,  and  wash  my  hands 
of  all  responsibility  for  its  result.  I  shall  certainly  do  so  if  I  find 
any  hope  of  defeating  it. 

But  the  present  outlook  is  that  it  will  pass  by  a  very  large 
majority.  Those  of  our  friends  who  favor  the  bill  are  anxious 
to  have  me  on  the  Commission  and  for  that  reason  are  urging 
me  not  to  oppose  it.  I  understand  that  the  Democrats  and  Re¬ 
publicans  on  the  committee  have  personally  pledged  each  other 
that  each  party  may  name  its  own  committeemen.  I  wish  you 
would  write  me  at  once,  what  seems  best  to  be  done  under  the 
circumstances.  Do  you  see  any  changes  that  ought  to  [be]  at¬ 
tempted  in  the  bill  before  it  comes  to  a  final  vote? 

As  ever  yours, 

J.  A.  Garfield  ] 

Governor  R.  B.  Hayes, 

Columbus. 


Friday,  January  26,  1877.  —  The  compromise  bill  for  counting 
the  Presidential  vote  passed  the  Senate  by  forty-seven  to  seven¬ 
teen.  More  Republicans  supported  it  than  voted  against  it.  The 
Democrats  all  voted  aye  except  Eaton,  of  Connecticut.  Its  pas¬ 
sage  by  a  like  majority  in  the  House  is  probable.  What  Con¬ 
gress  and  the  popular  sentiment  approve  is  rarely  defeated  by 
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reason  of  constitutional  objections.  I  trust  the  measure  will  turn 
out  well.  It  is  a  great  relief  to  me.  Defeat  in  this  way,  after  a 
full  and  public  hearing  before  this  Commission,  is  not  mortifying 
in  any  degree,  and  success  will  be  in  all  respects  more  satis¬ 
factory. 

I  have  not  tried  to  influence  the  opinions  or  actions  of  anybody 
on  the  bill.  Before  another  Presidential  election,  this  whole  sub¬ 
ject  of  the  Presidential  election  ought  to  be  thoroughly  considered, 
and  a  radical  change  made.  It  is  probable  that  no  wise  measure 
can  be  devised  which  does  not  require  an  amendment  of  the 
Constitution.  Let  proposed  amendments  be  maturely  considered. 
Something  ought  to  be  done  immediately. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  January  26,  1877. 

My  dear  Judge:  —  I  am  obliged  for  your  valued  letter.  The 
bill  in  relation  to  the  election  will  become  a  law.  Of  course,  with 
so  strong  a  vote  in  its  favor,  the  President  will  promptly  sign  it. 
I  have  not  attempted  to  influence  the  result,  and  shall  not.  If 
the  principles  of  Mr.  Frelinghuysen’s  speech  are  adopted  by  the 
Commission,  our  success  is  almost  certain.  I  take  it  our  friends 
will  see  that  we  are  ably  and  wisely  represented  both  on  and 
before  the  Commission.  This  is  the  next  point  of  interest. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  A.  Taft, 

Attorney-General. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  January  29,  1877. 

My  dear  Sir  :  —  I  have  yours  of  the  25th  and  assure  you  that 
I  am  very  much  gratified  by  it.  After  twice  reading,  I  think  I  can 
vote  aye  to  every  idea  in  it.  Let  me  hastily  add  two  or  three 
suggestions : 

To  bring  the  South  to  a  better  condition,  I  feel  like  saying  that 
the  Nation  will  aid  the  people  of  that  section,  ( 1 )  to  the  means 
of  education,  (2)  to  internal  improvements  of  a  national  char¬ 
acter.  Again,  may  I  not  properly  propose  an  amendment  to  the 
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Constitution,  making  the  Presidential  term  six  years  and  no 
reelection  ? 

Of  course,  I  see  the  great  uncertainty  of  the  result  of  the  con¬ 
test.  But  I  prefer  to  be  ready  as  far  as  may  be.  If  my  paper  is 
not  used  the  loss  will  not  be  great.  I  want  also  to  be  ready  to 
make  a  Cabinet  —  remaining  to  the  last  free  to  choose  as  may 
at  the  time  seem  advisable.  On  the  whole  business,  I  shall  be 
glad  to  hear  from  you. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  Carl  Schurz. 


Columbus,  January  31,  1877.  —  The  Commission  seems  to  be 
a  good  one.  At  2  P.  M.  Webb  announced,  “The  judge  —  it  is 
Bradley.  In  Washington  the  bets  are  five  to  one  that  the  next 
[President]  will  be  Hayes.” 

But  I  am  in  no  way  elated.  I  prefer  success.  But  I  am  clear 
that  for  our  happiness  failure  is  to  be  preferred.  I  shall,  there¬ 
fore,  await  the  event  with  the  utmost  composure.  If  the  result 
is  adverse,  I  shall  be  cheerful,  quiet,  and  serene.  If  successful, 
may  God  give  me  grace  to  be  firm  and  wise  and  just  —  clear  in 
the  great  office  —  for  the  true  interest  of  all  the  people  of  the 
United  States! 


Columbus,  Ohio,  February  1,  1877. 

My  dear  Sir  :  —  I  have  your  letter.  The  appointment  of  Gen¬ 
eral  Wikoff  [as  pension  agent]  is  well  received.  It  was  the 
best  possible  solution  of  the  difficulty. 

I  am  sure  that  our  friends  have  done  well  thus  far  in  the 
election  contest.  No  doubt,  all  will  be  done  that  can  be.  Per¬ 
haps  it  would  be  well  to  show  the  equity  of  our  claim  to  Louis¬ 
iana  by  a  presentation  of  the  figures  in  1874  and  1876.  The 
Democrats,  by  reason  of  five  of  our  electors  being  left  off  in 
some  parishes,  show  on  the  face  of  the  returns  a  larger  majority 
than  they  are  equitably  entitled  to.  The  true  test  is  the  highest 
candidates  for  elector.  This  shows,  according  to  the  Democratic 
count  on  the  face  of  the  returns,  six  thousand  five  hundred  ma- 
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jority  for  Tilden.  They  constantly  state  it  at  eight  thousand  or 
ten  thousand.  But  all  this  you  understand,  and  how  the  violence 
gained  them  over  eight  thousand  five  hundred  votes  in  the  five 
well-known  parishes  alone,  whereas  the  Republicans  gained  in 
the  rest  of  the  State  a  few  votes,  even  if  we  say  nothing  of  our 
losses  in  other  sections. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Haves. 

Honorable  John  Sherman. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  February  2,  1877. 
My  dear  General  :  —  Thanks  for  your  valuable  letter.  What¬ 
ever  occurs  to  you  on  the  following  names  will  be  confidentially 
treated. 

Forbes  and  Rice,  of  Boston, 

Frelinghuysen,  New  Jersey, 

Settle,  North  Carolina, 

Harlan,  Kentucky, 

Sherman,  Ohio, 

Booth,  California, 

Alcorn,  Mississippi, 

McCrary,  Iowa, 

Who  from  Pennsylvania  besides  Grow?  And  how  stands 
Grow  in  that  State? 

Morrill,  of  Vermont. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Haves. 

General  Carl  Schurz. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  February  4,  1877. 
My  dear  Sir  :  —  I  have  your  note  of  the  first.  It  impresses 
me  strongly.  My  anxiety  to  do  something  to  promote  the  pacifi¬ 
cation  of  the  South  is  perhaps  in  danger  of  leading  me  too  far. 

I  do  not  reflect  on  the  use  of  the  military  power  in  the  past. 
But  there  is  to  be  an  end  of  all  that,  except  in  emergencies  which 
I  can’t  think  of  as  possible  again.  We  must  do  all  we  can  to 
promote  prosperity  there.  Education,  emigration  and  immigra- 
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tion,  improvements  occur  to  me.  But  the  more  I  think  of  it,  the 
more  I  see  in  what  you  say.  We  must  go  cautiously  and  slowly. 

The  result  of  the  great  lawsuit  will,  perhaps,  relieve  me  from 
all  responsibility.  I  am,  fortunately,  not  anxious  to  assume  it. 
If  it  comes  I  want  to  be  ready.  You  will  see,  from  what  I  write 
you,  that  the  South  is  more  on  my  mind  than  anything  else. 
Perhaps  we  must  be  content  to  leave  that  to  time  —  taking  care 
not  to  obstruct  time’s  healing  processess  by  injudicious  meddling. 
I  will  think  of  it.  Thanks. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Haves. 

General  Carl  Schurz. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  February  4,  1877. 

My  dear  Mrs.  Davis:  —  We  are  to  come  down  in  case  a 
meeting  is  held  for  the  Children’s  Home  in  which  Mr.  Shipley 
is  interested.  Will  it  be  perfectly  convenient  for  you  if  we  light 
down  on  you  with  traps,  etc.?  We  are  invited  to  Mr.  S — ’s,  but, 
etc.,  etc. 

Our  regards  to  the  doctor.  —  We  may  be  decided  out  before 
coming,  and  I  know  it  will  be  a  trial  to  you  to  have  on  your 
hands  a  broken-down  old  politician,  but  it  will  test  and  prove 
your  goodness. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

P.  S.  —  Lucy  has  little  faith  —  weaker  than  a  grain  of  mustard 
seed  —  in  these  “mixed  commissions”  and  things. 

Mrs.  Dr.  John  Davis, 

Cincinnati. 


Columbus,  February  8,  1877.  —  Yesterday  the  Electoral  Com¬ 
mission  decided  not  to  go  behind  the  papers  filed  with  the  Vice- 
President  in  the  case  of  Florida.  The  question  was  well  argued 
on  our  side.  Judge  Matthews  was  notably  able  and  successful. 
Mr.  Evarts’  argument  was  worthy  of  his  fame.  I  read  the 
arguments  in  the  Congressional  Record  and  can’t  see  how  lawyers 
can  differ  on  the  question.  But  the  decision  is  by  a  strictly  party 
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vote  —  eight  Republicans  against  seven  Democrats!  It  shows 
the  strength  of  party  ties.  The  general  situation  is  now  regarded 
as  much  more  favorable  to  us,  and  now  our  friends  are  very 
confident  of  success. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  February  8,  1877. 
My  dear  Sir:  —  Congratulations  on  your  success  so  far.  It 
seems  to  me  important  that  our  equitable  rights  should  be  as¬ 
serted  in  the  future  cases  as  it  was  by  Mr.  Evarts  and  Judge 
Matthews  in  the  case  of  Florida.  Perhaps  this  scrap  will  aid 
you  in  doing  it  for  Louisiana. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Mr.  S.  Sh  ELLA  BARGER. 


February  p.  —  The  reception  to  the  Sixty-second  General  As¬ 
sembly  at  the  City  Hall  last  night  was  very  well  attended  and  an 
enjoyable  affair. 

I  here  from -  of  Steubenville  that  Eli  T.  Sheppard,  being 

unwell,  kept  his'  bed  in  a  hotel  in  Washington  while  Jere.  Black 
discussed  with  his  callers,  in  a  room  separated  from  that  of 
Sheppard  by  a  door,  [and  overheard]  the  loud  talk  in  Black’s 
room  on  the  situation.  Black  said :  “God  damn  them,  they  will 
beat  us  and  elect  Hayes,  but  we  shall  give  them  all  the  trouble 
we  can !” 

I  am  not  likely  to  get  much  time  to  prepare  an  inaugural  ad¬ 
dress  after  the  Commission  decides  in  my  favor,  if  it  does  so 
decide.  I  would  like  to  get  clearly  in  view  the  main  points. 
Refer  to  the  pacific  solution  of  the  disputed  Presidential  contest ; 
to  the  necessity  of  peaceful  relations  with  all  nations,  and  an 
allusion  to  arbitration  as  a  means  of  averting  war  —  this,  with 
a  complimentary  allusion  to  General  Grant;  the  return  to  specie 
payments ;  the  permanency  of  civil  service  tenures,  purity,  ap¬ 
pointments  for  merit,  etc.,  etc.  The  South  to  be  made  prosperous 
by  a  cheerful  acquiescence  in  the  results  of  the  war,  by  peace, 
by  education,  by  improvements.  Profess  a  desire  to  so  appoint 
as  to  aid  in  good  local  government. 
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We  expect  to  go  tomorrow  to  Cincinnati.  Saturday  evening, 
at  the  Bar  Association  supper,  I  will  give,  if  called  on,  [a  toast 
to  the]  memory  of  Gholson,  Spencer,  and  Storer,  the  judges 
elected  in  1854  —  the  best  bench  I  ever  saw. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  February  10,  1877. 

Dear  Doctor:  —  We  go  to  Cincinnati  today  to  remain  at  Dr. 
Davis’  until  Wednesday  next.  If  the  Commission  goes  on  in 
this  style  we  must  begin  to  think  of  our  plans.  Perhaps  I  may 
want  to  stay  at  Fremont  a  week  or  ten  days  before  we  go  East. 
If  so,  we  will  be  overrun  with  callers,  annoying  to  you,  and 
ought  perhaps  for  a  few  days  to  be  in  possession  and  control.  If 
we  go  we  shall  have  a  special  car  from  Fremont  and  will  take  a 
few  friends,  among  them  you  and  Annie.  So  arrange  —  if  and  if. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Dr.  J.  T.  Webb, 

Fremont. 

Private. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  February  15,  1877. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  I  have  two  letters  from  you  since  I  last  wrote. 
If  it  becomes  my  duty  to  make  a  Cabinet,  I  want  your  views  fully 
and  specifically.  If  possible  a  personal  interview  would  be  ex¬ 
tremely  desirable. 

Boynton  writes  to  Smith  that  an  assurance  that  my  views  on 
the  Southern  question  are  truly  set  forth  in  my  Letter  with  such 
additions  as  I  could  properly  make,  would  be  useful.  I  prefer  to 
make  no  new  declarations.  But  you  may  say,  if  you  deem  it 
advisable,  that  you  blow  that  I  will  stand  by  the  friendly  and 
encouraging  words  of  that  Letter,  and  by  all  that  they  imply. 
You  can  not  express  that  too  strongly. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  John  Sherman. 
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Columbus,  Ohio,  February  15,  1877. 

My  dear  S — :  —  The  papers  I  return  for  your  keeping. 

We  are  waiting  still  for  the  verdict.  The  prospects  seem  bet¬ 
ter,  but  — 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

William  Henry  Smith. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  February  16,  1877. 

My  dear  R— :  —  Before  this  reaches  you,  the  result  in 
Louisiana  will  be  known.  It  is  not  unlikely  that  early  next  week 
will  decide.  I  have  written  you  that  I  would  like  to  find  a  place 
that  would  suit  you  near  me  in  Washington,  if  I  am  to  go.  It 
would  be  most  agreeable  if  you  and  Mrs.  Rogers  could  go  with 
us,  if  we  are  to  go.  What  place  you  would  like  best,  I  can’t 
tell.  We  can  leave  that  for  future  decision,  if  you  think  you 
can  come.  If  you  come  down  and  go  on,  I  will  pay  your  ex¬ 
penses.  I  want  to  go  to  Fremont,  if  there  is  time,  and  start 
from  there.  Can’t  you  come  instantly  on  hearing  a  favorable 
result. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

W.  K.  Rogers. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  February  16,  1877. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  If  the  issue  of  the  contest  is  in  our  favor,  I 
shall  want  to  see  you  at  once  if  it  is  at  all  practicable.  Don’t 
you  want  to  visit  Mansfield?  I  can  meet  you  there  or  here  — 
or,  possibly,  at  a  point  east  of  there. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  John  Sherman. 


February  17.  —  Last  evening  Louisiana  was  decided  by  the 
Commission  in  our  favor.  There  is  still  some  doubt,  but  appar¬ 
ently  very  little,  of  the  result.  The  inaugural  and  Cabinet-mak¬ 
ing  are  now  in  order.  I  would  like  to  get  support  from  good 
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men  of  the  South,  late  Rebels.  How  to  do  it  is  the  question. 
I  have  the  best  disposition  towards  the  Southern  people,  Rebels 
and  all.  I  could  appoint  a  Southern  Democrat  in  the  Cabinet. 
But  who  would  take  it  among  the  capable  and  influential  good 
men  of  those  States?  General  Joseph  E.  Johnston  occurs  to  me. 
I  must  think  of  this. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  February  17,  1877. 
My  dear  General:  —  I  am  sorry  I  can’t  go  down  to  Cincin¬ 
nati  next  Saturday  to  visit  my  namesake  in  Lawrenceburg,  and 
be  of  the  party  to  visit  the  mounds.  But  you  see  how  it  is. 

I  note  what  you  say  on  the  silver  question.  It  is  interesting. 
I  am  a  pupil  on  all  that  great  topic. 

Sincerely, 


General  M.  F.  Force, 
Cincinnati. 


R.  B.  Hayes. 


February  18.  Sunday.  —  The  indications  still  are  that  I  am  to 
go  to  Washington.  I  talked  yesterday  with  Fred  Douglass  and 
Mr.  Poindexter,  both  colored,  on  the  Southern  question.  I  told 
them  my  views.  They  approved.  Mr.  Douglass  gave  me  many 
useful  hints  about  the  whole  subject.  My  course  is  a  firm  as¬ 
sertion  and  maintenance  of  the  rights  of  the  colored  people  of 
the  South  according  to  the  Thirteenth,  Fourteenth,  and  Fifteenth 
Amendments,  coupled  with  a  readiness  to  recognize  all  Southern 
people,  without  regard  to  past  political  conduct,  who  will  now  go 
with  me  heartily  and  in  good  faith  in  support  of  these  principles. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  February  18,  1877. 

My  dear  Sir  :  —  We  have  the  result  of  the  Democratic  caucus. 
The  affair  now  looks  extremely  well. 

I  suppose  Judge  Matthews  will  come  home  on  the  completion 
of  the  Oregon  case.  If  so,  I  wish  him  to  let  me  know  as  to  his 
coming  by  dispatch,  that  I  may  see  him  here  without  fail.  This, 
on  the  assumption  that  we  have  succeeded.  Will  you  please 
27 
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let  him  know,  as  I  am  not  sure  of  his  address.  You  and  the 
judge  have  made  Ohio  very  proud  of  you.  You  have  gained 
great  reputation. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  S.  Shellabarger. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  February  18,  1877. 

My  dear  H— :  —  I  have  read  with  much  interest  Mr.  Medill’s 
letter.  He  would  make  a  very  sensible  President.  My  only  sur¬ 
prise  and  mortification  is  that  he  has  not  yet  found  me  out. 
I  thought  I  had  been  pretty  well  advertised.  I  must  forgive  men 
east  of  the  Hudson  for  thinking  me  a  spooney  after  this. 
Strange,  after  the  figure  Ohio  made  before,  and  in  the  Com¬ 
mission,  that  friend  Medill  should  ask,  “What  will  be  his  South¬ 
ern  policy?”  My  paragraph  was  short  but  his  eighteen  pages 
have  not  added  an  idea  to  it. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Murat  Halstead, 

Cincinnati. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  February  18,  1877. 

My  dear  Sir  :  —  I  do  not  see  how  I  can  get  ready  to  leave 
for  Washington  in  less  than  a  week  after  I  resign  as  governor. 
I  will,  however,  heed  the  advice  of  my  friends  and  do  what  I 
can  to  be  there  some  days,  perhaps  a  week,  before  the  inaugura¬ 
tion.  Of  course,  I  will  not  resign  until  the  result  is  known. 

I  am  afraid  I  cannot  arrange  my  large  flock  unless  I  go  to  a 
hotel  with  them.  But  if  I  come  with  Mrs.  Hayes  alone  I  will, 
if  it  is  perfectly  convenient,  prefer  to  stay  with  you.  I  will  write 
you  again  soon.  You  will  see  by  the  above  I  prefer  not  to  come 
until  the  result  is  declared,  and  time  enough  elapses  to  fix  up  here. 
But  I  must  do  what  is  best,  and  will  listen  to  you. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  John  Sherman. 
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February  ig.  —  For  Cabinet : 

1.  A  new  Cabinet  —  no  member  of  the  present. 

2.  No  Presidential  candidates. 

3.  No  appointment  to  “take  care”  of  anybody. 


Confidential. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  February  19,  1877. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  The  more  I  think  of  it,  the  more  difficult  it 
seems  for  me  to  get  ready  to  come  to  Washington  before  Wednes¬ 
day  or  Thursday  of  next  week.  I  must  fix  affairs  at  Fremont 
and  can’t  begin  it  until  I  know  the  result.  Why  can’t  friends 
be  sent  or  come  here? 

It  seems  to  me  proper  now  to  say  that  I  am  extremely  desirous 
that  you  should  take  the  Treasury  Department.  Aside  from  my 
own  personal  preference,  there  are  many  and  controlling  reasons 
why  I  should  ask  you  to  do  this.  It  will  satisfy  friends  here  in 
Ohio.  I  understand  Governor  Morton  and  our  friends  in  Wash¬ 
ington  like  it.  The  country  will  approve  it.  You  are  by  all 
odds  the  best  fitted  for  it  of  any  man  in  the  nation.  Your  resig¬ 
nation  from  the  Senate  will  be  a  great  loss  to  that  body,  but  it 
will  cause  no  serious  dissensions  or  difficulty  in  Ohio.  Do  not 
say  no  until  I  have  had  a  full  conference  with  you. 

There  is  no  reason  why  you  should  not  visit  Ohio  as  soon  as 
you  can  be  spared  from  Washington.  Of  course,  the  public  will 
know  of  our  meeting.  But  they  will  be  gratified  to  know  it. 
No  possible  harm  can  come  of  it.  I  should  have  said  all  this 
before,  but  I  did  not  want  to  embarrass  you  in  your  action  on 
the  Presidential  question. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  John  Sherman. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  February  23,  1877. 

My  dear  General:  —  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  very  kind  note 
of  the  20th.  Sinister  rumors  from  Washington  leave  us  in 
doubt  as  to  the  final  issue.  In  case  of  success,  I  expect  to  be  in 
Washington  next  Thursday,  29th,  and  to  go  directly  to  Senator 


420 


RUTHERFORD  BIRCHARD  HAYES 


Sherman’s.  If,  after  seeing  you,  it  seems  best,  I  will  be  glad  to 
accept  your  hospitality  on  Saturday  for  myself  and  family.  I 
will  also  be  pleased  to  dine  with  you  as  proposed  on  that  day. 
I  cannot  name  all  or  perhaps  any  of  my  party  except  my  own 
family,  but  I  suppose  that  besides  Mrs.  Hayes  and  myself  and 
son,  Webb  C.,  there  will  also  be  General  and  Mrs.  Mitchell,  and 
possibly  four  others.  If  you  wish  to  invite  others,  may  I  sug¬ 
gest  Mr.  Wheeler  and  Senator  and  Mrs.  Sherman? 

I  noticed  an  item  saying  that  you  would,  on  leaving  the  Execu¬ 
tive  Mansion,  go  to  Mr.  Fish’s.  I  will  be  particularly  gratified 
if  you  will  remain  where  you  are  as  long  as  it  may  be  convenient 
for  you  to  do  so,  and  until  your  own  residence  is  ready. 

Mrs.  Hayes  is  now  absent,  but  you  may  assure  Mrs.  Grant 
that  my  wife  will  feel  obliged  to  her  if  she  will  remain  at  least 
a  few  days  with  us  after  the  5th  of  March. 

As  to  my  family  coming  to  your  house  on  Saturday,  —  it  oc¬ 
curs  to  me  that  with  your  dinner,  etc.,  etc.,  this  may  be  incon¬ 
venient  and  that  it  is  best  for  me  to  remain  at  Senator  Sherman’s 
until  after  inauguration. 

All  this,  on  the  supposition  that  we  are  finally  declared  suc¬ 
cessful.  Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

P.  S.  —  It  is  perhaps  best  that  the  date  of  my  expected  ar¬ 
rival  in  Washington  should  not  be  made  public. 

General  U.  S.  Grant, 

President. 


February  25. —  Yesterday  the  Commission  decided  Oregon  to 
be  for  Hayes  and  Wheeler.  This  is  the  last  of  the  disputed  and 
doubtful  States.  The  only  apparent  chance  of  defeating  us  now 
is  the  revolutionary  conduct  of  the  Democrats  in  the  House.  The 
Southern  members  of  that  party,  who  have  hitherto  been  con¬ 
servative  and  favorable,  are  disturbed  by  an  article  in  the  Ohio 
State  Journal  unfriendly  to  them,  which  is  charged  to  have  been 
inspired  by  me.  The  truth  is  I  stand  on  my  Letter.  If  I  speak 
at  Fremont  or  elsewhere  during  the  next  few  days,  I  may  say: 
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“My  Letter  [of  Acceptance  in  July  last]  expressed  what  I 
thought  were  just  sentiments  on  the  leading  questions  which  then 
interested  the  country.  I  thought  its  doctrines  were  sound  be¬ 
fore  the  election.  I  think  they  are  sound  now  that  the  election 
is  over.  And  if  the  issue  pending  in  Congress  shall  be  decided 
in  our  favor,  those  principles  will  be  the  standard  by  which  my 
official  conduct  shall  be  guided.  If  I  were  to  write  that  letter 
now,  I  would  give  that  part  on  the  Southern  question  greater 
emphasis.  The  great  body  of  the  people  of  this  country  earn¬ 
estly  desire  a  wise  and  just  settlement  of  that  question.  They 
want  peace,  they  long  for  repose. 

“What  is  required  is :  First,  that  for  the  protection  and  welfare 
of  the  colored  people,  the  Thirteenth,  Fourteenth,  and  Fifteenth 
Amendments  shall  be  sacredly  observed  and  faithfully  enforced 
according  to  their  true  intent  and  meaning. 

“Second,  We  all  see  that  the  tremendous  revolution  which 
has  passed  over  the  Southern  people  has  left  them  impoverished 
and  prostrate,  and  we  all  are  deeply  solicitous  to  do  what  may 
constitutionally  be  done  to  make  them  again  prosperous  and 
happy.  They  need  economy,  honesty,  and  intelligence  in  their 
local  governments.  They  need  to  have  such  a  policy  adopted  as 
will  cause  sectionalism  to  disappear,  and  that  will  tend  to  wipe 
out  the  color  line.  They  need  to  have  encouraged  immigration, 
education,  and  every  description  of  legitimate  business  and  in¬ 
dustry.  We  do  not  want  a  united  North  nor  a  united  South.  We 
want  a  united  country.  And  if  the  great  trust  shall  devolve  upon 
me,  I  fervently  pray  that  the  Divine  Being,  who  holds  the  des¬ 
tinies  of  the  nations  in  His  hands,  will  give  me  wisdom  to  per¬ 
form  its  duties  so  as  to  promote  the  truest  and  best  interests 
of  the  whole  country.”* 


Columbus,  Ohio,  February  25,  1877. 

My  dear  General:  —  I  am  just  about  to  start  for  Fremont 
to  stay  over  Sunday.  I  write  hastily  to  return  the  enclosed 
letters  and  to  say  a  few  words.  I  do  not,  or  have  not,  desired 
to  be  committed  on  Cabinet  appointments  until  the  issue  was 

♦No  occasion  presented  itself  for  the  delivery  of  such  a  speech. 
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reached.  But  it  is,  perhaps,  proper  to  say  that,  if  elected,  it  has 
for  a  long  time  been  my  wish  to  invite  you  to  take  a  place  in 
the  Cabinet.  I  think  it  would  be  fortunate  for  the  country,  and 
especially  so  for  myself,  if  you  are  one  of  the  members  of  the 
Cabinet.  I  am  not  likely  to  change  that  opinion.  The  Interior 
Department  is  my  preference  for  you.  The  Post-office  would 
come  next.  For  State  I  hope  to  have  Mr.  Evarts,  but  have  not 
consulted  him.  Mr.  Sherman  will  probably  take  the  Treasury. 

If  nothing  occurs  to  change  my  plans,  I  expect  to  go  to  Wash¬ 
ington  about  Thursday  next.  All  this  is  on  the  supposition  that 
we  are  successful  and  is  to  be  strictly  confidential. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

General  C.  Schurz. 


Fremont,  February  26,  1877.  —  Why  not  adopt  provisionally 
a  rule  that  no  application  for  office  will  be  considered  at  present? 
Papers  will  be  filed  with  the  proper  officer,  or  in  the  proper 
department.  Hereafter  rules  will  be  adopted  and  made  public. 
Personal  applications  to  the  President  will  in  no  case  be  favorably 
considered. 

Columbus,  February  27.  —  Mark  Twain  recommends  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel  Richard  Irwin  Dodge,  author  of  the  “Great 
Plains,”  etc.,  for  the  head  of  the  Indian  Department.  “Knowl¬ 
edge  of  Indians  and  humanity.” 


Columbus,  Ohio,  February  27,  1877. 

My  dear  General  :  —  I  am  very  glad  to  get  your  note  of  yes¬ 
terday.  Your  choice  of  Department  is  also  my  choice  for  you. 
I  should  be  delighted  to  have  you  go  with  us  to  Washington 
if  we  are  declared  elected  before  we  start.  But  I  do  not  want 
my  selection  of  Cabinet  advisers  known  until  that  result  is  an¬ 
nounced.  I  will  dispatch  you  as  to  train.  In  case  of  a  favorable 
decision  Wednesday,  we  start  about  noon  Thursday.  If  no 
favorable  decision  is  reached  Wednesday,  we  do  not  start  until 
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in  the  night  of  Thursday.  My  idea  is  to  leave  undecided,  or 
rather  uncommitted,  some  places  until  I  reach  Washington. 
Say  War,  Navy,  and  Postmaster-General. 

I  write  in  the  midst  of  interruptions  —  provokingly  so. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

General  Carl  Schurz. 


CHAPTER  XXXV 


PRESIDENT - FIRST  YEAR - SOLVING  THE  SOUTHERN 

PROBLEM  - CIVIL  SERVICE  REFORM - SOUND 

MONEY  MAINTAINED - UNION  AND 

FRATERNITY 

THE  count  of  the  electoral  vote  was  not  finished  and  the 
result  announced  until  within  three  days  of  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  President  Grant’s  term.  Mr.  Hayes  arrived  in  Washing¬ 
ton  Friday,  March  2.  ■  Saturday  and  Sunday  he  was  busy  con¬ 
ferring  with  Republican  leaders  and  completing  his  Cabinet. 
Saturday  evening,  at  the  White  House,  the  Chief  Justice  ad¬ 
ministered  the  oath  of  office  to  prevent  a  day’s  interregnum  from 
Sunday  noon.  Monday,  March  5,  the  formal  inauguration  took 
place.  The  announcement  of  the  names  of  the  Cabinet  roused  a 
storm  of  protest  among  the  “old  guard”  of  the  Senate,  who  felt 
that  sufficient  deference  had  not  been  paid  to  their  experience 
and  wisdom.  The  enthusiastic  popular  approval  of  the  Cabinet, 
however,  quickly  brought  the  Senate  to  a  recognition  of  the  folly 
of  opposition,  and  after  much  heated  talk  behind  closed  doors, 
the  members  were  confirmed. 

All  the  most  important  questions  that  were  to  receive  most 
thought  and  attention  during  Mr.  Hayes’s  Administration,  de¬ 
manded  action  in  his  first  year  in  the  White  House.  Foremost 
of  these  was  the  troublesome  Southern  problem  —  source  of  end¬ 
less  dispute  and  reproach.  Mr.  Hayes  took  this  in  hand  im¬ 
mediately  and  in  a  few  weeks  had  made  so  wise  and  sensible  a 
disposition  of  it,  that  all  the  conservative  elements  of  the  country 
applauded  and  rejoiced.  At  the  same  time  efforts  toward  re¬ 
forming  the  civil  service  began  to  be  made,  and  the  Administra¬ 
tion  was  exerting  its  influence  to  the  uttermost  to  stem  the  rising 
tide  of  popular  agitation  in  favor  of  the  remonetization  of  the 
old  silver  dollar. 

In  August  a  trip  of  several  days  was  made  in  New  England. 
In  all  his  speeches  the  President  pleaded  for  a  “union  of  hearts, 
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union  of  hands”  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  for  the  allaying 
of  all  sectional  feeling.  “At  first  the  receptions  were  rather 
cool,”  a  correspondent  wrote.  “But  the  more  they  saw  of  the 
President  and  the  Cabinet  the  more  they  liked  them. 

The  President’s  simple  platform  of  fraternal  feeling  between 
all  sections  and  equal  rights  for  all  citizens  won  its  way.  There 
was  no  resisting  the  patriotism  and  good  sense  of  that  sentiment.” 

Two  weeks  later  the  President  visited  Ohio,  where,  in  more 
formal  speeches,  he  emphasized  the  same  ideas  that  he  had  pre¬ 
sented  in  New  England.  Then  he  passed  over  into  Kentucky 
and  journeyed  as  far  as  Atlanta.  Wherever  he  halted  enthusi¬ 
astic  throngs  welcomed  him  and  applauded  his  message  of  good 
will.  The  time  had  come  to  lay  aside  old  differences  and  bitter¬ 
nesses;  to  recognize  that  “we  are  embarked  upon  the  same  voy¬ 
age,  upon  the  same  ship,  under  the  same  old  flag.” 

The  whole  “amazing  journey,”  wrote  Major  Bickham  (who 
was  with  the  party)  in  his  Dayton  Journal,  “was  more  in  the 
nature  of  a  triumphal  march,  celebrating  the  reestablishment  of 
peace  and  good  will,  than  anything  else  with  which  I  can  com¬ 
pare  it.”  Not  since  long  before  the  war  were  the  sentiments  of 
North  and  South  in  so  close  harmony  as  they  continued  for  a 
time  under  the  spell  of  the  President’s  glowing  patriotism.] 


Washington,  March  14,  18 77. —  We  left  Columbus  soon  after 
noon,  Thursday,  March  1,  for  Washington  on  a  special  car; 
having,  in  fact,  two  cars  of  Colonel  Tom  Scott,  attached  to  the 
regular  passenger  train.  In  our  party  were  William  Henry 
Smith,  ex-Governor  Noyes,  General  Young,  General  Grosvenor, 
[and]  Colonel  H.  C.  Corbin. 

The  evening  before,  we  had  a  reception  at  the  State  House 
given  by  the  people  of  Columbus.  A  large  crowd  followed  us 
to  the  depot.  We  were  escorted  by  the  college  cadets.  I  made 
a  short  speech  which  was  well  received.  Crowds  met  us  at 
Newark,  Dennison,  Steubenville,  and  other  points.  The  enthu¬ 
siasm  was  greater  than  I  have  seen  in  Ohio  before.  At  Marys¬ 
ville  (?),  near  Harrisburg,  we  were  wakened  to  hear  the  news 
that  the  two  houses  had  counted  the  last  State  and  that  I  was 
declared  elected ! 
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We  reached  Washington  about  9:30  A.  M.  General  and  Sena¬ 
tor  Sherman  met  us  at  the  depot,  and  we  were  driven  directly 
to  Senator  Sherman’s  house.  After  breakfast  I  called  with 
Senator  Sherman  on  President  Grant. 

It  was  arranged  that  I  should  in  the  evening,  before  the  state 
dinner  at  the  White  House,  be  sworn  by  the  Chief  Justice  to  pre¬ 
vent  an  interregnum  between  Sunday  noon  (the  4th)  and  the 
inauguration,  Monday.  This  was  the  advice  of  Secretary  Fish 
and  the  President.  I  did  not  altogether  approve  but  acquiesced. 

I  then  drove  with  Senator  Sherman  to  the  Capitol.  The 
colored  hack-drivers  and  others  cheered  lustily.  I  went  into  the 
Vice-President’s  room  and  many  Senators  and  Representatives 
were  introduced  to  me.  Several  Northern  men,  S.  S.  Cox  and 
other  Democrats,  and  still  more  Southern  men. 

Saturday  and  Sunday  [I]  saw  Senators  and  Representatives 
and  others,  and  [received]  many  suggestions  on  the  Cabinet. 
Blaine  urged  Fry.  Hamlin  much  vexed  and  grieved  when  I  told 
him  I  couldn’t  appoint  Fry.  Blaine  seemed  to  claim  it,  as  a 
condition  of  good  relations  with  me.  Cameron  and  Logan  [were] 
greatly  urged  all  day.  I  told  Cameron  I  could  not  appoint  him. 
Too  many  of  the  old  Cabinet  had  good  claims  to  remain,  to  recog¬ 
nize  one  without  appointing  more  than  would  be  advisable.  I 
accordingly  nominated :  — 

Wm.  M.  Evarts,  New  York,  State, 

John  Sherman,  Ohio,  Treasury, 

Carl  Schurz,  Missouri,  Interior, 

General  Charles  Devens,  Massachusetts,  Attorney-General, 

D.  M.  Key,  Tennessee,  Postmaster-General, 

George  W.  McCrary,  Iowa,  War, 

R.  W.  Thompson,  Indiana,  Navy. 

The  chief  disappointment  among  the  influential  men  of  the 
party  was  with  Conkling,  Blaine,  Cameron,  Logan,  and  their 
followers.  They  were  very  bitter.*  The  opposition  was  chiefly 

*  “I  asked  [General  Hayes]  if  it  would  have  done  to  have  invited 
Blaine  to  a  place  in  the  Cabinet.  He  said  that  it  would  not.  (Whitelaw 
Reid  had  once  said  that  Hayes  made  a  mistake  in  not  consulting  Blaine 
in  the  beginning  of  his  Administration.)  General  Hayes  went  on  to 


THE  INAUGURATION  OF  PRESIDENT  HAYES,  MARCH  5,  1877 


PRESIDENT  — FIRST  YEAR 


427 


to  Evarts,  Key,  and  especially  Schurz.  Speeches  were  made, 
and  an  attempt  to  combine  with  the  Democrats  to  defeat  the  con¬ 
firmation  of  the  nominations  only  failed  to  be  formidable  by 
[reason  of]  the  resolute  support  of  the  Southern  Senators  like 
Gordon,  Lamar,  and  Hill.  After  a  few  days  the  public  opinion 
of  the  country  was  shown  by  the  press  to  be  strongly  with  me. 
All  of  the  nominations  were  confirmed  by  almost  a  unanimous 
vote. 

The  expressions  of  satisfaction  from  all  parts  of  the  country 
are  most  gratifying.  The  press  and  the  private  correspondence 
of  Rogers  [private  secretary]  and  myself  are  full  of  it. 

My  policy  is  trust,  peace,  and  to  put  aside  the  bayonet.  I  do 
not  think  the  wise  policy  is  to  decide  contested  elections  in  the 
States  by  the  use  of  the  national  army. 

March  16,  1877.  —  Stanley  Matthews  was  yesterday  night 
nominated  for  Senator  at  Columbus.  This  is  an  endorsement 
of  the  policy  of  peace  and  home  rule  —  of  local  self-government. 
A  number  of  Southern  Republican  members  are  reported  ready 
to  go  over  to  the  Democrats.  On  the  other  hand,  the  bar  of  this 
District  [of  Columbia]  are  in  a  state  of  mind  because  Fred 
Douglass,  the  most  distinguished  and  able  colored  man  in  the 
Nation,  has  been  nominated  marshal  for  the  District.  If  a  liberal 
policy  towards  late  Rebels  is  adopted,  the  ultra  Republicans  are 
opposed  to  it ;  if  the  colored  people  are  honored,  the  extremists 
of  the  other  wing  cry  out  against  it.  I  suspect  I  am  right  in  both 
cases. 

refer  to  the  extraordinary  conditions  confronting  the  Republican  party 
when  he  was  nominated,  and  [to]  the  pledges  made  by  the  party  in  con¬ 
vention  for  a  reform  in  administration.  He  sought  to  gather  to  himself 
all  of  the  strength  that  he  could  to  make  good  the  pledges  given.  To 
have  put  either  Blaine  or  Conkling  or  their  choice  in  the  Administration 
would  have  been  to  invite  the  intrigues  and  obstructive  acts  of  personal 
ambition.  He  did  seek  to  please  Governor  Morton,  as  the  leader  deserving 
most  from  the  public.  His  great  services  as  war  governor  and  his 
patriotism  justified  this  preference.  Morton  got  in  the  Cabinet  the  man 
he  really  wanted  in  it  and  kept  out  the  man  he  had  wanted  kept  out. 
General  Hayes  had  selected  John  M.  Harlan  for  Attorney-General  but 
this  was  abandoned  at  Morton’s  request.  He  never  knew  why  Morton 
objected  to  Harlan.”  —  Contemporary  report  of  conversation  with  Mr 
Hayes,  August  9,  1890,  by  William  Henry  Smith. 
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Different  plans  for  Louisiana  and  South  Carolina  are  offered: — 

1.  A  new  election. 

2.  Lawful  action  of  Legislatures. 

3.  Acknowledge  Packard  and  Chamberlain,  and  leave  them  to 
their  own  state  remedies. 

4.  Withdraw  troops  and  leave  events  to  take  care  of  them¬ 
selves. 

Here  I  am  too  crowded  with  business  to  give  thought  to  these 
questions.  Let  me  get  a  few  outside  opinions;  Judge  Dickson. 

March  20.  —  Webb  was  twenty-one  today.  Vice-President 
Wheeler,  Arthur  Stem,  Emily  Platt,  and  Emma  Foote  dined 
with  us.  An  extra  dinner  got  up  by  the  new  steward. 

Cabinet  meeting  at  10  A.  M.  All  present.  Consider  an  extra 
session.*  Mr.  Evarts  and  others  opposed  it  on  grounds  of  ex¬ 
pediency;  but  Sherman,  McCrary,  and  Devens  found  legal  ob¬ 
jections  to  all  plans  for  raising  and  disbursing  money  without  ap¬ 
propriations.  General  opinion  against  attempt  to  get  on  without 
extra  session.  No  decision ;  subject  passed. 

Louisiana  troubles  discussed.  All  but  Devens  seemed  indis¬ 
posed  to  use  force  to  uphold  Packard’s  government,  and  he  is  not 
decidedly  for  it.  All  finally  agreed  to  send  a  commission  to 
Louisiana.  Mr.  Vice-President  Wheeler,  Judge  David  Davis, 
and  Hoar  (E.  R.)  agreed  upon,  and  Governor  Brown,  of 
Tennessee,  and  Bruce,  and  K.  Rayner  suggested  for  the  other 
two. 

Mr.  Evarts  is  of  opinion  that  the  military  can’t  be  used  to 
sustain  one  government  against  another  in  case  of  contested  elec¬ 
tions.  The  States  must  take  care  of  those  matters  themselves. 

I  incline  to  think  that  the  people  will  not  now  sustain  the  policy 
of  upholding  a  State  Government  against  a  rival  government, 
by  the  use  of  the  forces  of  the  United  States.  If  this  leads  to  the 
overthrow  of  the  de  jure  government  in  a  State,  the  de  facto 
government  must  be  recognized. 

*  The  Forty-fourth  Congress  had  failed  to  pass  the  Army  Appropriation 
Bill  for  the  fiscal  year  beginning  July  1. 
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March  21. —  Cabinet  meeting  full.  Decided  to  call  extra  ses¬ 
sion  of  Congress  June  4.*  Mr.  Evarts  will  prepare  proclamation. 
Talked  over  Commission  to  Louisiana.  Decided  to  send  Wheeler, 
Brown,  Hoar,  Harlan,  and  Lawrence.  If  Wheeler  fails,  then 
President  Woolsey  or  Judge  David  Davis  was  preferred;  but 
he  [Davis]  declined.  He  advised  the  commission.  Thought  it 
would  do  good. 

March  23.  —  It  is  not  the  duty  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  use  the  military  power  of  the  Nation  to  decide  con¬ 
tested  elections  in  the  States.  He  will  maintain  the  authority  of 
the  United  States  and  keep  the  peace  between  the  contending 
parties.  But  local  self-government  means  the  determination  by 
each  State  for  itself  of  all  questions  as  to  its  own  local  affairs. 

The  real  thing  to  be  achieved  is  safety  and  prosperity  for  the 
colored  people.  Both  houses  of  Congress  and  the  public  opinion 
of  the  country  are  plainly  against  the  use  of  the  army  to  uphold 
either  claimant  to  the  State  Government  in  case  of  contest.  The 
wish  is  to  restore  harmony  and  good  feeling  between  sections 
and  races.  This  can  only  be  done  by  peaceful  methods.  We 
wish  to  adjust  the  difficulties  in  Louisiana  and  South  Carolina 
so  as  to  make  one  government  out  of  two  in  each  State.  But  if 
this  fails,  if  no  adjustment  can  be  made,  we  must  then  adopt 
the  non-intervention  policy,  except  so  far  as  may  be  necessary 
to  keep  the  peace. 

March  24.  —  The  number  of  applications  for  office  made  to 
Mrs.  Hayes  and  other  members  of  the  family  is  so  great  that  a 
rule  has  been  adopted  that  such  applications  will  not  be  con¬ 
sidered. 

No  person  connected  with  me  by  blood  or  marriage  will  be 
appointed  to  office. 


Washington,  March  24,  1877. 
My  dear  S — :  —  I  am  glad  to  get  through  Webb  your  letter 
of  the  21st.  I  did  not  get  Mr.  Medill’s  dispatch  in  time  or  W — 

*  This  decision  was  subsequently  changed  and  the  extra  session  not 
called  until  October. 
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might  have  won.  But  I  thought  well  of  H —  and  felt  that  he 
would  do.  I  hope  to  hear  fully  as  to  other  cases  in  time. 

I  do  want  to  please  Ingersoll.  Can’t  you  see  what  will  do  for 
Gilbert  consistent  with  public  duty? 

I  am,  of  course,  very  busy,  but  not  distressingly  so.  I  can  get 
along  with  it.  Write  often.  Remember  we  have  a  room  and 
plates  for  you  and  yours.  Whenever  it  is  convenient  for  you  to 
occupy,  let  us  know. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  William  Henry  Smith. 

Executive  Mansion  Washington,  April  7,  1877. 

My  dear  H — :  —  I  am  sorry  we  did  not  know  the  fact  you 
mention.  Mr.  Evarts  recommended  an  appointment  for  Spain 
a  few  days  ago,  and  I  assented.  I  am  not  sure  that  Mr.  Evarts 
would  have  desired  your  friend  [Lowell],  but  etc.  We  shall 
be  glad  to  have  a  visit  at  our  new  home,  on  short  notice,  from 
you  and  Elinor  and  any  of  the  little  folks.  Earnest. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  W.  D.  Howells. 


April  22.  —  We  have  got  through  with  the  South  Carolina  and 
Louisiana  [problems].  At  any  rate,  the  troops  are  ordered  away, 
and  I  now  hope  for  peace,  and  what  is  equally  important,  security 
and  prosperity  for  the  colored  people.  The  result  of  my  plans 
is  to  get  from  those  States  by  their  governors,  legislatures,  press, 
and  people  pledges  that  the  Thirteenth,  Fourteenth,  and  Fifteenth 
Amendments  shall  be  faithfully  observed;  that  the  colored  people 
shall  have  equal  rights  to  labor,  education,  and  the  privileges  of 
citizenship.  I  am  confident  this  is  a  good  work.  Time  will  tell. 

Now  for  civil  service  reform.  Legislation  must  be  prepared 
and  executive  rules  and  maxims.  We  must  limit  and  narrow  the 
area  of  patronage.  We  must  diminish  the  evils  of  office-seeking. 
We  must  stop  interference  of  federal  officers  with  elections.  We 
must  be  relieved  of  congressional  dictation  as  to  appointments. 


At  the  President's  right,  William  M.  Evarts,  Cleorge  W.  McCrary,  David  M.  Key 
At  liis  left,  John  Sherman,  Richard  W.  Thompson,  Charles  Dcvens,  and  Carl  Schurz 
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Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  April  22,  1877. 

My  dear  Major:  —  I  am  glad  to  see  your  article  on  the 
Southern  question.  I  know  how  sore  a  trial  this  business  is  to 
staunch  antislavery  veterans  like  you.  I  expect  many  to  con¬ 
demn.  I  shall  not  worry  or  scold  if  they  do.  I  know  they  mean 
well.  It  is  a  comfort  to  know  also  that  I  mean  well.  It  will,  I 
trust,  turn  out  that  I  am  right.  If  not,  I  am  a  sound  Republican 
still  and  always. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Major  Wm.  D.  Bickham, 

Dayton. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  April  22,  1877. 

My  dear  Judge  :  —  I  was  made  glad  by  your  good  letter.  The 
vital  steps  have  been  taken  in  my  attempt  to  solve  the  Southern 
question.  I  am  now  quietly  watching  for  results.  I  have  great 
hope.  Whatever  comes  I  know  I  meant  well. 

Now,  if  this  is  over,  what  next?  Whoever  has  the  appointing 
power  will  make  mistakes  enough.  The  real  thing  is  to  get  the 
desirable  thing  into  the  laws.  I  believe  this  Congress  will  pass 
on  this  subject  any  measures  —  any  wise  measures,  I  mean  — 
that  may  be  urged  upon  their  attention.  The  Southern  men  will 
not  yet,  if  ever,  desert  their  party  organization.  But  they  feel 
in  good  temper  towards  me,  and  will  look  kindly,  I  think,  on  my 
plans  for  civil  service  reform.  Now,  what  shall  the  plans  be? 
I  shall  look  up  the  reports,  plans,  bills,  etc.,  etc.,  of  the  last  few 
years  and  am  hopeful  that  good  will  come  of  it.  Is  not  this  the 
next  thing  in  order?  Write  often  and  believe  me, 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  Wm.  M.  Dickson, 

Cincinnati. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  April  22,  1877. 

My  dear  S— :  — I  return  the  letter.  I  feel  about  it  as  you 
do.  If  anything  can  be  done  to  soften  this  to  the  really  good 
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men  involved  I  will  be  glad  to  do  it.  The  thing  done  is  simply  the 
only  possible  issue.  It  is  for  the  best.  It  will  be  so  regarded 
by  all  wise  and  good  people  sooner  or  later.  I  shall  not  forget 
my  duty  to  the  staunch  Republicans. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  William  H.  Smith. 

[Mr.  Smith  had  written:  — 

“The  enclosed  paper  explains  itself*  I  have  been  requested  to 
send  it  to  you  to  show  you  how  some  Republicans  feel  on  the 
Louisiana  business.  Of  course  I  know  this  is  not  necessary, 
and  that  your  sympathies  are  as  deeply,  if  not  more  deeply, 
enlisted  than  the  sympathies  of  others.  But  those  who  do  not 
know  you  cannot  apprehend  the  situation  as  clearly  as  I  do. 

“A  good  deal  of  uneasiness  has  been  observable  among  our 
friends  for  some  days.  The  gentlemen  I  induced  to  go  to  New 
Orleans  after  the  election  to  witness  the  count  have  waited  on  me, 
and  while  they  have  been  kindly  in  their  manner  they  have  mani¬ 
fested  a  good  deal  of  feeling.  ...  I  feel  deeply  for  our 
good  old  Republicans.  Their  minds  are  filled  with  doubts,  and 
the  future  is  not  clear  to  them.”] 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  May- 3,  1877. 

My  dear  Major:  —  I  am  pained  to  hear  of  the  unfortunate 
assault  on  Craighead.  I  am  of  the  same  opinion  as  I  was  when 
I  talked  with  you. 

The  pacification  policy  still  gains.  I  am  confident  it  will  se¬ 
cure  North  Carolina,  with  a  fair  chance  in  Maryland,  Virginia, 
Tennessee,  and  Arkansas,  and  am  not  without  hopes  of  Louisiana, 
South  Carolina,  and  Florida. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

P.  S.  —  If  the  doubtful  States  North  can  be  saved,  this  is  the 
only  means. 

W.  D.  Bickham, 

Daxton. 
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Private. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  May  7,  1877. 

Dear  Sir  :  —  The  appointment  of  colored  men  to  places  under 
you  for  which  they  are  qualified,  will  tend  to  secure  to  people 
of  their  race  consideration  and  will  diminish  race  prejudice. 
Other  elements  of  your  population  are,  of  course,  not  to  be  over¬ 
looked.  Please  consult  with  Colonel  Wharton  and  endeavor  to 
arrange  your  subordinate  appointments  so  as  to  harmonize  and 
meet  the  wishes  and  approval  of  all  classes  of  good  citizens, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  promote  the  efficiency  of  the  service. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  John  E.  King, 

Collector,  New  Orleans. 

[Chicago,  May  9,  1877. 

Dear  Mr.  President:  —  Yesterday  friends  of  General  Logan 
came  to  see  me  and  said  that  a  gentleman  of  our  acquaintance 
had  been  called  on  the  day  before  to  advance  forty  dollars  to  pay 
a  bill  against  the  Logans,  and  that  the  ex-Senator  was  very  poor. 
It  was  suggested  that  he  might  accept  an  appointment  to  the 
custom  house  here  in  place  of  Jones.  I  made  inquiry  as  to  the 
forty-dollar  story  and  Logan’s  financial  condition  and  found 
there  had  been  no  exaggeration.  I  then  saw  some  of  the  gentle¬ 
men  who  have  been  objecting  to  any  recognition  of  Logan  by  this 
Administration,  stated  the  circumstances  and  asked  what  they 
would  think  of  his  appointment  to  a  local  office.  They  thought 
it  would  be  right.  There  are  others  who  might  not  be  moved 
in  that  way. 

I  do  not  know  how  you  feel  in  this  matter,  of  course,  and  I 
only  place  you  in  possession  of  the  facts  and  add  this  suggestion : 
That  before  any  appointment  is  made,  whatever  is  to  be  done  in 
Illinois  should  be  considered  as  a  whole,  and  such  adjustment 
had  as  will  satisfy  the  different  classes  of  Republicans. 

I  find  myself  brought  face  to  face  with  a  question  I  must 
answer,  and  now  depart  from  a  resolution  supposed  fixed,  so  far 
as  to  recall  that  part  of  the  last  conversation  we  had  which  re- 

28 
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lated  to  myself.  You  indicated  an  intention,  possibly,  to  consider 
my  name  in  connection  with  a  foreign  mission.  The  time  has 
come  when  business  associates  have  a  right  to  know  what  my 
future  is  to  be.  I  am  not  satisfied  in  my  own  mind  how  I  should 
receive  an  offer  of  that  kind,  even  if  made,  but  I  should  like  to 
know  if  that  first  inclination  remains,  and  what  you  propose,  if 
anything. 

I  beg  you  not  to  interpret  this  as  soliciting  an  office  (I  never 
yet  sought  an  office  and  do  not  propose  to  depart  from  that  rule 
now,  or  do  anything  that  shall  sacrifice  my  own  self-respect),  but 
only  as  a  desire  to  have  for  my  own  convenience  all  the  light  I 
can. 

Faithfully  yours, 

William  Henry  Smith.] 

Honorable  R.  B.  Hayes. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  May  13,  1877. 

My  dear  S — :  —  I  learned  from  another  source  General 
Logan’s  unfortunate  condition,  and  was  much  moved  by  it.  I 
feel  that  something  should  be  done  for  him  and  want  to  know 
what  is  best.  Soon  after  coming  here  I  was  led  to  think  that 
some  good  men  would  oppose  him,  but  in  view  of  the  facts  you 
name,  ought  not  such  opposition  to  cease,  or  to  be  disregarded? 
Think  of  Logan’s  services  in  1861-5  '•* 

I  have  assumed  that  you  would  not  go  into  public  life  since 
our  last  talk,  and  so  have  not  had  your  place  in  mind.  But  no 
doubt  there  can  be  found  something  you  would  like  if  your  mind 
turns  to  the  State  Department.  Let  me  have  your  views  freely 
and  I  can  tell  all  about  it.  We  are  already  committed  in  a  few 
cases,  but  are  moving  so  slowly  that  almost  everything  is  open. 

♦But  a  few  days  later  Mr.  Smith  wrote:  — “The  announcement  in 
Washington  despatches  that  the  appointment  of  General  Logan  to  the 
Chicago  custom  house  [was  under  consideration],  has  stirred  up  a 
hornets  nest  here.  Ever  since  there  has  been  a  stream  of  people  to  my 
office  to  give  expression  to  their  concern  and  enter  protests  against  such 
appointment.  The  feeling  of  disgust  is  intense  and  I  am  satisfied  it  will 
not  do,  at  least  not  now.  This  is  what  they  say.” 
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We  shall  go  slowly  in  future,  but  not  so  slowly  as  to  leave  any¬ 
thing  for  the  next  session. 

I  am  getting  ready  for  a  short  trip  to  New  York. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  William  Henry  Smith, 

Chicago. 


Washington,  May  18,  1877. 

Dear  Sir  :  —  It  is  a  great  gratification  to  be  able  to  offer  you 
either  the  Austrian  or  the  Russian  Mission.  If  you  will  name 
your  choice  in  due  time  the  appointment  will  be  made  and  the 
country  and  my  Administration  have  cause  to  rejoice. 

It  is  preferred  that  the  authentic  announcement  should  be 
first  made  here.  With  your  acceptance  this  can  be  done  in  two 
or  three  weeks  and  you  can  sail  during  next  month. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

James  Russell  Lowell, 

Cambridge,  Massachusetts. 


Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  May  26,  1877. 

My  dear  Sir  :  —  I  have  read  the  partial  report  of  the  com¬ 
mission  appointed  to  examine  the  New  York  custom  house.  I 
concur  with  the  commission  in  their  recommendations.  It  is  my 
wish  that  the  collection  of  the  revenues  should  be  free  from 
partisan  control,  and  organized  on  a  strictly  business  basis,  with 
the  same  guaranties  for  efficiency  and  fidelity  in  the  selection  of 
the  chief  and  subordinate  officers  that  would  be  required  by  a 
prudent  merchant.  Party  leaders  should  have  no  more  influence 
in  appointments  than  other  equally  respectable  citizens.  No 
assessments  for  political  purposes,  on  officers  or  subordinates, 
should  be  allowed.  No  useless  officer  or  employe  should  be  re¬ 
tained.  No  officer  should  be  required  or  permitted  to  take  part 
in  the  management  of  political  organizations,  caucuses,  conven¬ 
tions,  or  election  campaigns.  Their  right  to  vote,  and  to  express 
their  views  on  public  questions,  either  orally  or  through  the  press, 
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is  not  denied,  provided  it  does  not  interfere  with  the  discharge  of 
their  official  duties. 

Respectfully, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  John  Sherman, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Private. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  May  30,  1877. 

My  dear  Major:  —  I  am  not  surprised  that  the  printed  para¬ 
graph  stirred  you  up.  .But  such  names  as  Morton  were  on  her 
papers.  An  occasional  Democratic  appointment  will  not  hurt. 
This*  was  so  desired  by  hosts  of  good  Republicans  that  it  was 
made.  Possibly  a  mistake.  But  good  men  advised  and  I  suspect 
it  will  not  hurt.  The  only  thing  that  makes  real  trouble  is  the 
purpose  to  take  the  Federal  offices  out  of  party  and  personal 
political  management.  I  regard  Morton’s  letter  as  on  the  whole 
a  good  thing  —  a  very  good  thing. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Major  Wm.  D.  Bickham. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  June  4,  1877. 

My  dear  S — :  —  I  have  your  note  of  the  28th  and  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  its  suggestion  I  telegraphed  Mr.  Medill  my  wish  that 
he  would  visit  Washington.!  I  got  no  reply,  but  I  still  hope  to 
see  him.  I  am  very  desirous  to  do  so.  There  is  a  world  of  mat¬ 
ters  I  would  like  to  confer  with  him  about.  If  he  comes  we  will 
go  over  all  the  topics  together,  and  I  am  sure  it  will  be  useful 
to  me,  and  I  hope  satisfactory  to  him. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B,  Hayes. 

Honorable  William  H.  Smith. 

*  The  appointment  of  Mrs.  Thompson  as  postmaster  at  Louisville. 

fMr.  Smith  had  written  that  Mr.  Medill,  editor  of  the  Tribune,  was 
"disgusted”  at  talk  of  the  appointment  of  General  Logan,  and  “sore  anyway 
over  the  failure  to  recognize  [Elmer]  Washburne.” 
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[Washington,  June  — ,  1877.] 

Sir:  —  The  President  is  of  opinion  that  it  is  a  great  abuse 
to  bring  the  patronage  of  the  general  Government  into  conflict 
with  the  freedom  of  elections  and  that  this  abuse  ought  to  be 
corrected  wherever  it  may  have  been  permitted  to  exist,  and  to 
be  prevented  for  the  future. 

He  therefore  directs  that  information  be  given  to  all  officers 
and  agents  in  your  department  of  the  public  service,  that  partisan 
interference  in  popular  elections,  (whether  of  state  officers  or 
officers  of  the  Government,  and  for  whomsoever  or  against 
whomsoever  it  may  be  exercised),  or  the  payment  of  any  contri¬ 
bution  or  assessment  on  salaries  or  official  compensation  for  party 
or  election  purposes,  will  be  regarded  by  him  as  cause  of  removal. 

It  is  not  intended  that  any  officer  shall  be  restrained  in  the  free 
and  proper  expression  and  maintenance  of  his  opinions  respecting 
public  men  or  public  measures,  or  in  the  exercise,  to  the  fullest 
degree,  of  the  constitutional  right  of  suffrage.  But  persons  em¬ 
ployed  under  the  Government  and  paid  for  their  services  out  of 
the  public  treasury,  are  not  expected  to  take  an  active  or  officious 
part  in  attempts  to  influence  the  minds  or  votes  of  others ;  such 
conduct  being  deemed  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of  the  Consti¬ 
tution  and  the  duties  of  public  agents  acting  under  it;  and  the 
President  is  resolved,  so  far  as  depends  upon  him,  that,  while  the 
exercise  of  the  elective  franchise  by  the  people  shall  be  free 
from  undue  influences  of  official  station  and  authority,  opinions 
shall  also  be  free  among  the  officers  and  agents  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment.* 

Washington,  D.  C.,  June  13,  1877. 

My  dear  General  :  —  I  am  thinking  of  sending  you  a  public 
letter  giving  you  the  choice,  to  leave  the  State  Committee,  or  to 
resign  your  office.  If  I  do  so,  what  are  your  views  (briefly)  on 
the  reform  divorcing  office  from  political  management?  This 
is  for  your  own  eye  and  ear  alone. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

*  Draft  of  letter  intended  to  be  sent  to  heads  of  Departments. 
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P.  S.  —  You  know,  of  course,  that  I  am  bent  on  trying  the 
reform  and  that  1  believe  in  the  end  it  will  be  sustained  by  the 
country. 

Who  is  the  righ  man  for  Cuneo’s  place  at  Upper  Sandusky? 
His  deputy,  Thompson? 

[ Unidentified .] 

[Washington,  June  — ,  1877.] 

Dear  General  :  —  I  observe  by  the  Ohio  newspapers  that  you 
are  still  acting  as  chairman  of  the  Republican  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  State.  I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  the  enclosed 
copy  of  a  note  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the 
subject  of  interference  in  elections  by  the  officers  of  the  general 
Government.  It  is  my  wish  that  the  views  expressed  in  that 
letter  shall  apply  and  extend  to  all  branches  of  the  public  service 
under  this  Government,  to  prevent  the  patronage  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  from  being  brought  into  conflict  with  the  freedom  of 
elections.  A  violation  of  these  principles  will  be  regarded  as  a 
cause  of  removal.  You  will  therefore  make  your  election.  You 
will  either  withdraw  from  the  State  Committee  or  resign  your 
office  under  the  Government. 

[Sincerely, 

[Unidentified.]  R.  B.  Hayes  ] 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  June  22,  1877. 

Sir:  —  I  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  following  para¬ 
graph  in  a  letter  addressed  by  me  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas¬ 
ury,  on  the  conduct  to  be  observed  by  officers  of  the  general 
Government  in  relation  to  the  elections : 

“No  officer  should  be  required  or  permitted  to  take  part  in 
the  management  of  political  organizations,  caucuses,  conventions, 
or  election  campaigns.  Their  right  to  vote  and  to  express  their 
views  on  public  questions,  either  orally  or  through  the  press,  is 
not  denied,  provided  it  does  not  interfere  with  the  discharge  of 
their  official  duties.  No  assessment  for  political  purposes,  on 
officers  or  subordinates,  should  be  allowed.” 

This  rule  is  applicable  to  every  department  of  the  civil  service. 
It  should  be  understood  by  every  officer  of  the  general  Govern- 
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ment  that  he  is  expected  to  conform  his  conduct  to  its  require¬ 
ments.  Very  respectfully, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

To  the - 


Private. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  June  24,  1877. 

My  dear  S — :  —  Thanks  for  your  letter  on  the  pension  offices. 
We  have  done  “as  well  as  could  be  expected.” 

I  go  to  Boston  tomorrow.  A  word  as  to  the  Chicago  collector- 
ship.  You  are  the  best  man  for  it.  You  will  probably  not  want 
to  take  it.  It  is  perhaps  not  best  for  you  to  do  it.  But  of  that 
you  are  to  judge.  I  wish  it  was  more  nearly  equal  to  your  merits. 
Write  me  freely  about  it.  Whatever  your  decision,  it  will  leave 
you  in  my  esteem  at  the  top  of  the  list  of  most  valued  friends 
and  will  not  change  my  desire  to  find  something  more  worthy. 

Sincerely, 


R.  B.  Hayes. 


Honorable  William  Henry  Smith. 


Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  July  7,  1877. 
Dear  S — :  —  Please  give  me  confidentially  the  propriety  of  ap¬ 
pointing  General  Hurlbert  as  minister  to  Brazil.  How  would 
it  suit  Chicago  and  Illinois? 

Yours, 


R.  B.  H. 


Honorable  William  Henry  Smith. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  July  12,  1877. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  I  have  your  note  of  the  6th.  I  agree  with 
you  that  in  your  case  very  little,  if  any,  harm  could  come  from 
your  participation  in  politics.  But  the  rule  must  be  ob¬ 
served  by  all.  To  allow  exceptions  would  destroy  the  rule.  In 
large  cities,  especially,  its  enforcement  is  a  necessity.  I  trust 
you  will  see  the  propriety  of  this  course. 

Sincerely, 

Mr.  J.  A.  Howells,  R.  B.  Hayes. 

Jefferson,  Ohio. 
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August  2,  i8jj.  Soldiers’  Home.  —  On  our  return  from  our 
Boston  and  Harvard  trip,  the  last  of  June,  we  came  out  to  the 
Soldiers’  Home  for  our  summer  residence.  It  is  an  agreeable 
abode  for  the  hot  weather.  Our  month  here  has  passed  away 
swiftly.  Ruddy  and  Fanny  went  with  Emily  and  Ruddy  Platt 
to  Ohio  just  as  the  strike  was  breaking  out,  about  the  18th  of 
July.  They  passed  through  Pittsburgh  only  about  twenty-four 
hours  before  the  dreadful  events  of  that  awful  Sunday.  Fanny 
will  stay  with  Laura  during  the  hot  weather,  either  at  Columbus 
or  Gambier. 

August  5.  Sunday.  Soldiers’  Home.  —  Brown,  a  good  artist, 
who  painted  General  Clingman  for  the  Corcoran  gallery,  finished 
a  bust  portrait  of  me  Friday.  It  is,  perhaps,  the  best  yet  painted. 
He  painted  [it]  as  a  study  for  a  full-length  portrait  for  the  Cor¬ 
coran  gallery.  Thus  far  the  best  portraits  have  been  painted  by 

Witt  (several),  by -  (three),  Andrews  of  Steubenville,  one, 

full-length,  and  now  this,  perhaps  the  best,  by  [Carl]  Brown. 

The  strikes  have  been  put  down  by  force;  but  now  for  the  real 
remedy.  Can’t  something  [be]  done  by  education  of  the  strikers, 
by  judicious  control  of  the  capitalists,  by  wise  general  policy  to 
end  or  diminish  the  evil  ?  The  railroad  strikers,  as  a  rule,  are 
good  men,  sober,  intelligent,  and  industrious.  The  mischiefs 
are :  — 

1.  Strikers  prevent  men  willing  to  work  from  doing  so. 

2.  They  seize  and  hold  the  property  of  their  employers. 

3.  The  consequent  excitement  furnishes  an  opportunity  for 
the  dangerous  criminal  classes  to  destroy  life  and  property. 

Now,  “every  man  has  a  right,  if  he  sees  fit  to,  to  quarrel  with 
his  own  bread  and  butter,  but  he  has  no  right  to  quarrel  with  the 
bread  and  butter  of  other  people.”  Every  man  has  a  right  to 
determine  for  himself  the  value  of  his  own  labor,  but  he  has  no 
right  to  determine  for  other  men  the  value  of  their  labor.  (Not 
good.) 

Every  man  has  a  right  to  refuse  to  work  if  the  wages  don’t 
suit  him,  but  he  has  no  right  to  prevent  others  from  working  if 
they  are  suited  with  the  w^ages. 
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Every  man  has  a  right  to  refuse  to  work,  but  no  man  has  a 
right  to  prevent  others  from  working. 

Every  man  has  a  right  to  decide  for  himself  the  question  of 
wages,  but  no  man  has  a  right  to  decide  that  question  for  other 
men. 

I  grow  more  conservative  every  day  on  the  question  of  re¬ 
movals.  On  ex  parte  statements,  I  have  made  mistakes  in  re¬ 
moving  men  who,  perhaps,  ought  to  have  been  retained,  and  in 
appointing  wrong  men.  Not  many  removals  have  been  made. 
Less  than  by  any  new  Administration  since  John  Q.  Adams.  But 
I  shall  be  more  cautious  in  future;  make  removals  only  in  clear 
cases,  and  appoint  men  only  on  the  best  and  fullest  evidence  of 
fitness. 

There  are  some  points  on  which  good  men,  North  and  South, 
are  agreed  —  generally  are  agreed,  —  for  it  is  not  given  to  men 
that  all  good  men  should  be  agreed  on  any  question  relating  to 
public  affairs. 

1.  We  agree  that  it  is  not  well  that  political  parties  should 
be  formed  on  sectional  lines. 

2.  That  it  is  not  well  that  parties  should  divide  on  color  lines. 

3.  That  we  should  not  divide  on  any  line  or  principle  of 
division  which  inevitably  leads  to  (contest)  conflict,  which  can 
only  be  settled  by  the  bayonet. 

August  8,  1877.  Soldiers’  Home.  —  A  common  slang  word  is 
" polafox ”  —  to  deceive,  to  swindle,  or  the  like.  In  the  Hayne 
debate  I  see  that  Holmes  and  Barton  speak  of  Polafox  (perhaps 
a  character  in  Don  Quixote).  Is  not  this  the  origin  of  the  word? 


Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  August  11,  1877. 

My  dear  S — :  —  I  have  yours.  If  anything  can  be  done  to 
remove  the  distress  which  afflicts  laborers,  and  to  stimulate  en¬ 
terprises,  I  am  ready  and  not  afraid  to  do  my  share  towards  it. 
Let  me  have  your  views.* 

♦Mr.  Smith  had  written  August  8:  —  “A  new  phase  is  given  to  the 
financial  question  by  the  labor  troubles.  .  .  .  Capital  is  more  timid 
than  ever,  and  all  enterprise  seems  to  be  dead.  .  .  .  It  is  claimed  that 
the  doubt  as  to  the  financial  policy  of  the  Government  has  much  to  do 
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Sherman  wrote  to  Jones  [collector  of  the  port  at  Chicago, 
asking  his  resignation]  last  Monday.  Nothing  from  him  yet. 

I  shall  be  at  White  Mountains  and  Vermont  next  week —  [to 
be]  absent  about  ten  days. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  William  H.  Smith. 


August  26,  1877.  Soldiers’  Home.  —  After  four  days  in  Ver¬ 
mont  and  four  in  New  Hampshire,  and  a  rousing  evening  in 
Worcester,  we  are  home  again  in  good  health  and  spirits.  The 
people  seemed  pleased.  My  speeches  were  wholly  unpremedi¬ 
tated  —  not  therefore  very  satisfactory  to  myself  ;  rather  slovenly 
and  ill  constructed.  I  tried  to  impress  the  people  with  the  im¬ 
portance  of  harmony  between  different  sections,  States,  classes, 
and  races,  and  to  discourage  sectionalism  and  race  and  class 
prejudice. 

I  must  in  future  take  more  pains  with  my  little  addresses.  I 
get  tired  of  the  ceaseless  iteration  of  phrases  of  thanks  for  re¬ 
ceptions,  welcomes.  I  speak  of  “hearty,”  “kind,”  “cordial,” 
generous,  warm,”  and  “flattering”  receptions  and  welcomes ; 
“enthusiastic,”  and  “spontaneous”;  also  “unexpected,”  “un¬ 
merited,”  “undeserved,”  “entertainment,”  “demonstration.”  I 
must  also  speak  of  “salutations,”  “greetings,”  being  all  qualified 
by  the  foregoing  adjectives ;  also  kind,  friendly,  courteous. 

My  next  tour  is  to  Ohio,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and  Virginia. 
First,  I  shall  meet  the  Thirty-sixth  Ohio  at  Marietta.  With 
them  I  can  speak  of  our  common  hardships,  dangers,  and  services 

on  the  once  strong,  long  line  of  a  thousand  men,  now  short¬ 
ened  and  growing  shorter. 

Instead  of  hostility  and  strife,  we  desire  friendly  feeling  and 
peace  between  the  late  belligerent  sections.  Our  aspiration  is 

with  this.  The  business  men  generally  do  not  advocate  inflation,  nor  do 
they  favor  resumption  under  the  law.  They  want  some  sort  of’stability 
for  a  definite  period,  so  they  can  know  what  to  calculate  on.  Then  they 
can  go  into  business  with  confidence.  How  shall  this  end  be  reached? 
If  capital  is  not  employed,  what  will  become  of  artisans,  mechanics,  and 
laborers  of  all  kinds?  .  .  .  Here  is  presented  to  you  a  problem  of 
greatest  difficulty,  involving  the  happiness  of  the  people.” 
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for  the  reign  of  peace  and  good  will  over  the  whole  of  our  re¬ 
cently  agitated  (disturbed)  and  afflicted  land. 

The  people  wish  to  show  the  respect  and  courtesy  due  to  the 
office  which  for  the  time  being  I  happen  to  fill  —  occupy. 

How  would  it  do  at  Fremont  to  talk  freely  of  life  and  occupa¬ 
tion  at  Washington? 

A  reception  by  my  friends  and  comrades  of  the  Thirty-sixth 
Ohio  will  be  very  gratifying.  We  served  together  during  al¬ 
most  three  years  of  the  four-years  War  for  the  Union.  We  first 
met,  1861,  in  the  mountains  of  West  Virginia,  on  the  upper 
waters  of  the  Kanawha,  and  we  fought  together  our  last  battles 
in  the  Shenandoah  Valley  under  Sheridan.  It  is  a  common  re¬ 
mark  that  with  good  material  a  good  colonel  always  makes  a 
good  regiment.  Your  regiment  was  signally  fortunate.  Its  men 
were  largely  volunteers  from  the  Ohio  Company’s  purchase. 
Many  of  you  were  descendants  from  that  colony  of  patriotic 
Revolutionary  soldiers  who  first  settled  Ohio. 

September  — ,  1877.  —  Left  Washington,  September  6,  on  a 
tour  through  Ohio,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Georgia,  and  Virginia 
and  returned  Tuesday,  at  8:30  P.  M.,  September  25.  Absent 
nineteen  days.  Received  everywhere  heartily.  The  country  is 
again  one  and  united !  I  am  very  happy  to  be  able  to  feel  that 
the  course  taken  has  turned  out  so  well* 

At  Charlottesville,  Virginia,  Colonel  Venable  made  the  address 
at  the  hotel.  Dr.  Harrison,  at  the  head  of  the  university,  re¬ 
ceived  me  there.  The  general  committee  was  Colonel  Preston, 

♦As  an  indication  of  the  impression  made  on  the  public  by  the  Presi¬ 
dent’s  speeches  in  the  South,  the  following  excerpt  from  a  letter  of 
William  Henry  Smith  of  September  27  is  significant :  — “The  trip  South 
has  been  the  greatest  success,  as  it  has  been  the  most  pleasant  surprise, 
of  the  year.  I  must  congratulate  you  on  your  speeches  which  have 
been  admirable  in  their  directness,  and  unexceptionable  in  taste.  The 
temptation  to  touch  on  other  topics  must  have  been  great,  but  you 
resisted  it  with  the  same  wise  self-control  that  has  always  characterized 
your  public  career.  The  implacables  are  at  last  dumbfounded.  They 
never  believed  that  you  would  talk  plainly  to  the  Southern  people  of 
the  Constitutional  amendments  and  education  as  you  did.  Let  them  pass. 
They  are  now  powerless  for  evil.” 
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Judge  Cochran,  who  married  a  James  of  Chillicothe,  Mr.  Fish- 
burn,  Woods,  and  Brown.  This  was  September  25. 

October  3,  1877.  —  Lucy  went  last  night  to  New  York  with 
Mr.  Evart3.  Webb,  Birch,  and  Emily  Platt  to  Ohio.  We  are  at 
the  Home,  viz.,  Fanny,  Scott,  and  myself.  I  am  to  go  to  fairs 
at  Frederick  City,  Wednesday,  October  10,  and  at  Richmond, 
Virginia,  two  weeks  later.  I  must  prepare  to  say  a  few  words  at 
each.  Congress  meets  in  extra  session,  15th  [of]  October.  I 
must  have  a  short  message  ready. 

October  4,  1877.  —  Fifty-five  years  old  today!  Lucy  absent, 
gone  to  New  York.  My  official  life  in  the  Presidency  has  so  far 
been  successful,  in  the  main,  and  happy.  The  country  does  seem 
to  be  coming  back  to  the  ancient  concord ;  and  good  people  ap¬ 
prove  what  I  am  trying  to  do. 

My  family  affairs  are  satisfactory.  The  three  grown  boys  are 
truthful,  honest,  moral,  and  gentlemanly.  Birchard  is  con¬ 
scientious,  scholarly,  but  not  so  practical  yet  as  I  hope  he  will 
become.  Webb  is  full  of  sense  of  the  practical  sort.  Ruddy 
not  yet  quite  equal  to  the  others,  but  improving,  and  is  like 
both.  Fanny,  now  ten  years  old,  is  very  sensible,  does  not  take 
jokes,  defends  her  absent  friends,  is  like  Mother  Hayes.  Scott 
is  a  handsome  little  fellow  of  six  —  seven  in  February. 

I  must  resolve  on  this  birthday  to  do  better  in  the  future  than 
ever  before.  With  good  health  and  great  opportunities,  may 
I  not  hope  to  confer  great  and  lasting  benefits  on  my  country? 
I  mean  to  try.  Let  me  be  kind  and  considerate  in  treatment  of 
the  unfortunate  who  crowd  my  doorway,  and  firm  and  con¬ 
scientious  in  dealing  with  the  tempters.  The  Southern  question 
seems  to  be  on  a  good  footing.  The  currency  also.  The  Mexican 
question  is  perplexing.  The  improvement  of  the  civil  service,  I 
must  constantly  labor  for. 

Sunday,  October  7,  1877.  Soldiers’  Home.  —  Lucy  returned 
yesterday  morning  from  New  York.  The  nomination  by  the 
Southern  members  of  the  Peabody  [Education  Fund]  Trustees 
and  the  unanimous  election  by  the  whole  board  are  agreeable 
things.  They  prove  that  the  pacification  measures  are  approved 
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by  the  whole  country.  It  is  also  an  exceedingly  honorable  and 
pleasant  employment. 


Washington,  October  12,  1877. 
My  dear  Sir  :  —  I  have  your  letter  of  the  4th.  It  will  gratify 
me  if  something  can  be  done  agreeable  to  you.  At  this  moment 
I  do  not  see  anything  in  prospect,  but  I  will  bear  it  in  my  mind. 
This  note  is  merely  to  show  that  I  will  heed  your  wishes  as  op¬ 
portunity  offers. 

Our  regards  to  your  wife  and  mother. 

Sincerely, 

J.  A.  Garfield.  R.  B.  H. 


White  House,  October  13.  —  During  my  busy  hours  with  the 
Cabinet,  Webb  and  Lucy  began  to  move  to  the  White  House  and 
we  shall  sleep  here  tonight.  We  return  after  an  absence  from 
this  house  of  over  three  months.  We  entered  “the  Home” 
June  30. 


Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  October  13,  1877. 

My  dear  S — : — I  think  “the  [newspaper]  Row”  tells  me 
the  real  reason  of  our  friend’s*  “estrangement.”  He  thinks 
Bristow  has  not  been  sufficiently  considered.  There  is  no  dispo¬ 
sition  that  way,  and  yet  it  may  seem  so  to  a  partial  friend. 

The  judgeship  must,  I  think,  be  announced  Tuesday.  You 
may  look  for  it.  I  see  your  points  and  appreciate  them,  but  I 
must  go  steadily  along. 

Can’t  you  come  here  soon?  I  am  perfectly  serene,  but  a  com¬ 
parison  of  views  with  you  would  do  me  a  power  of  good. 

I  have  urgent  talk  from  Read  who  speaks,  I  suppose,  for 
Medill  in  behalf  of  [Elmer]  Washburne.  You  are  for  [Gen¬ 
eral  Julius]  White? 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  William  H.  Smith. 

♦General  Henry  V.  Boynton,  Washington  correspondent  of  the  Cin¬ 
cinnati  Gazette. 
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[Mr.  Smith  had  written  the  President  more  than  once  about 
General  Boynton’s  “estrangement.”  In  a  long  letter  of  October 
3  he  wrote:  — 

“i.  Boynton  is  especially  the  friend  and  representative  of 
General  Bristow.  A  close  correspondence  is  kept  up  between 
them,  and  whatever  grievances  the  latter  has  are  intensified  with 
the  former.  Hence  the  failure  to  invite  the  former  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  a  seat  in  your  Cabinet,  or  to  appoint  General 
Harlan  as  his  representative,  was  construed  as  ignoring  the  man 
conspicuous  as  the  opponent  of  all  that  was  bad  in  the  Grant 
regime.  You  and  I  know  that  to  have  done  so  would  have  been  to 
alienate  the  Republicans  of  the  Northwest.  But  our  Kentucky 
friends  could  not  understand  that.  Then  came  the  appointment 
of  postmistress  at  Louisville,  which  was  especially  offensive 
to  Bristow.  ...  2.  The  second  cause  of  grievance  is  a 

much  more  delicate  one.  Boynton  on  behalf  of  Richard  Smith, 
asked  for  the  appointment  of  the  latter’s  son  to  a  place  in  New 
Mexico.  .  .  .  The  complaint  is  not  so  much  on  account  of 

the  refusal,  as  the  manner  of  the  refusal,  without  explanation. 
Boynton  felt  hurt,  more  than  over  any  other  incident  in  his  life. 
.  .  .  3.  Boynton  did  not  feel  that  as  much  weight  was  given 

to  his  report  on  the  Sanborn  matter  as  should  have  been.  .  .  . 

4.  You  will  recall  a  conversation  I  had  with  you  when  last  in 
Washington,  about  the  dissatisfaction  among  the  -newspaper 
correspondents  on  account  of  the  retention  of  the  old  White 
House  clerks,  and  that  you  then  thought  of  discharging  the  most 
conspicuous.  The  correspondents  held,  that  through  these,  the 
bad  men  in  Washington  who  brought  scandal  upon  Grant,  had 
access  to  the  White  House;  that  Mr.  Rogers’  unfamiliarity  with 
the  rings  and  wickedness  of  Washington  subjected  you  to  the 
same  danger,  while  the  old  men  remained.  .  .  . 

“I  have  urged  upon  these  gentlemen,  that  it  is  too  much  to  ask 
you  to  do  everything  in  a  day.  But  would  it  not  be  well  to  get 
at  the  bottom  of  this  talk  about  the  personnel  of  the  business 
offices  of  the  White  House?  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  the  trouble 
has  been  aggravated  by  the  meddlesomeness  of  a  go-between.  It 
is  not  necessary  to  give  names,  but  I  ran  against  some  of  this 
tattling  when  I  was  in  Washington  last. 
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“I  have  no  doubt  you  will  see  the  right  way  to  meet  this. 
You  always  do  in  such  emergencies,  and  your  frankness  and 
courage  are  never  wanting.  Boynton  goes  no  more  to  the  White 
House.  Hence  I  used  the  word  ‘estrangement’  in  writing  to  you. 
The  word  and  the  fact  have  filled  me  with  sorrow  and  misgivings. 
I  believe  you  would  like  to  give  Boynton  your  confidence.  Con¬ 
sult  with  him.  Charge  him  with  responsibilities;  he  will  be  true 
to  them.  Fasten  him  with  hooks  of  steel  to  you  personally. 
.  .  .  I  shall  write  to  him  today,  and  without  giving  him  a 

hint  that  I  have  written  to  you,  I  will  urge  upon  him  the  duty 
of  forming  close  relations  with  the  Administration,  and  becoming 
its  champion.  . 

“Is  Harlan  the  man  ?  I  think  so.  His  age,  vigor  —  mental 
and  physical  —  his  agreeable  manners  and  personal  magnetism 
are  strongly  for  him.  I  think  him  [a]  very  much  better  man 
every  way  than  Bristow,  and  if  a  Southern  man  is  to  be  taken, 
he  is  the  man.  The  appointment  will  offend  a  good  many  people 
of  both  parties  of  this  section,  who  believe  the  selection  should 
be  made  from  this  State.  They  will  complain  at  first  but  in  time, 
if  the  Administration  continues  in  well  doing,  they  will  forget 
about  it  or  overlook  it.  This  remark  applies  to  the  people,  not 
to  a  few  politicians  who  sympathize  with  Conkling  and  swear 
you  have  destroyed  the  party  in  breaking  the  machine.  I  hope, 
however,  the  appointment  of  judge  will  not  be  made  at  a  date 
earlier  than  November.  The  more  time  you  get,  the  surer  of 
victory. 

“Take  good  care  of  your  health.  The  day  when  all  will  ac¬ 
knowledge  your  wisdom  and  goodness  is  surely  coming.  Live  to 
enjoy  it.”] 


October  18,  1877.  —  My  message  for  the  extra  session  was  sent 
in  Tuesday.  ...  I  must  now  take  up  the  subject  of  my  an¬ 
nual  message  and  prepare  for  it  thoroughly.  I  propose  one  gen¬ 
eral  paragraph  on  the  prosperous  condition  of  the  country;  then 
the  matters  pertaining  to  each  Department  in  their  proper  order. 
And  here  I  must  inquire  as  to  the  proper  order ;  examine  for  this 
J.  Q.  Adams  and  Van  Buren  and  others  who  would  be  likely  to 
be  correct  and  careful  about  this. 


T  C  * 
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I  must  remember  the  Indians,  the  [Washington]  Monument, 
the  civil  service,  the  South,  education. 

Congratulate  the  country  on  the  fact  that  the  pacification,  on 
the  basis  of  the  Amendments,  has  gone  forward  so  well.  No 
brag,  but  refer  it  to  the  excellence  of  our  system  and  the  char¬ 
acter  of  our  people. 

In  reforming  the  civil  service  the  following  points  are  to  be 
observed :  — 

1.  Remove  the  offices  from  political  management.  Let  officers 
attend  to  the  business  of  their  places  and  have  nothing  to  do 
with  the  manipulation  of  politics. 

2.  Divorce  the  appointments  from  legislative  control,  except 
the  power  of  confirmation  by  the  Senate. 

3.  Rules  for  appointments;  methods. 

4.  Removals,  by  what  methods  and  under  what  rules. 

Let  me  ascertain  the  names,  without  regard  to  party,  of  mem¬ 
bers  of  Congress  who  are  sincere  friends  of  the  reform.  I  think 
I  may  count  on  the  following  Senators:  Christiancy,  Michigan, 
Republican;  Hill,  Georgia,  Democrat;  Matthews,  Ohio,  Repub¬ 
lican  ;  Randolph,  New  Jersey,  Democrat. 

In  the  House :  Cox,  Ohio,  Republican  ;  Monroe,  Ohio,  Repub¬ 
lican;  Bacon,  New  York,  Republican. 

October  21.  —  Is  it  practicable  to  obtain  an  expression  of 
opinion  from  Congress,  or  from  either  house,  that  it  is  not  proper 
for  Members  of  Congress  to  take  part  in  appointments  except 
on  the  request  of  the  Executive  for  information?  Or,  that  Fed¬ 
eral  officers  should  not  interfere  in  politics  except  to  write,  or 
talk,  or  vote? 

I  go  to  Richmond  next  Tuesday  week.  In  the  few  remarks 
I  shall  make  in  reply  to  the  mayor,  may  I  properly  refer  to  the 
interest  I  felt  in  knowing  the  response  the  people  would  make  to 
my  efforts  for  a  permanent  pacification  on  the  basis  of  the 
Amendments?  And  then  to  refer  to  the  support  and  encourage¬ 
ment  which  came  to  me  by  letters,  and  conversations,  and  the 
press  of  Richmond  ? 

A  distinguished  Virginian  has  said:  “Geographical  union,  the 
union  of  political  parties,  the  Union  of  the  States,  is  not  enough. 
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What  we  need  is  union  of  hearts  and  union  of  hands,  union 
of  interests  and  union  of  hopes.” 

Insist  that  the  Constitution  of  the  country  shall  be  respected 
and  obeyed;  insist  that  the  laws  shall  be  enforced.  Insist  that 
every  citizen,  however  humble  he  may  be  and  wherever  he  may 
be,  shall  be  secured  in  his  right  to  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of 
happiness. 

October  24,  1877.  —  It  is  now  obvious  that  there  is  a  very 
decided  opposition  to  the  Administration,  in  both  houses  of  Con¬ 
gress,  among  the  Republican  members.  There  seems  not  to  be 
any  considerable  personal  hostility  to  me.  But  a  conference  of 
about  twenty  members  of  the  House  at  Mr.  Sherman’s  developed 
a  decided  hostility  to  my  measures  on  the  part  of  members, 
respectable  both  in  character  and  number.  The  objections  ex¬ 
tend  to  all  of  my  principal  acts.  This  opposition  is  directed 
against :  — 

1.  The  Cabinet.  —  It  is  said  there  are  only  four  Republican 
members,  viz.,  Sherman,  Devens,  McCrary,  and  Thompson. 
That  Evarts  and  Schurz  are  disorganizers,  doctrinaires,  and 
liberals,  and  Key  is  a  Democrat. 

2.  The  attempt  to  make  the  civil  service  non-partisan  is  ruin¬ 
ous  to  the  party,  unjust  and  oppressive  to  office-holders,  and  is 
an  attempt  to  accomplish  the  impossible,  viz.,  a  non-partisan 
civil  service. 

3.  The  pacification  of  the  South  is  a  total  departure  from  the 
principles,  traditions,  and  wishes  of  the  party. 

A  majority  of  members  probably  favor  some  part  of  these 
measures.  Only  a  small  number  support  all  of  them.  The  ad¬ 
versary  points  to  the  results  of  elections,  as  showing  that  the  peo¬ 
ple  condemn  the  Administration,  and  that  it  is  destroying  the 
party. 

4.  The  most  bitter  opposition  arises  from  the  apprehension 
that  the  course  of  the  Administration  will  deprive  Congressmen 
of  all  control  and  share  of  the  patronage  of  the  Qovernment. 

How  to  meet  and  overcome  this  opposition  is  the  question.  I 
am  clear  that  I  am  right.  I  believe  that  a  large  majority  of  the 
best  people  are  in  full  accord  with  me.  Now,  my  purpose  is  to 
29 
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keep  cool ;  to  treat  all  adversaries  considerately,  respectfully,  and 
kindly,  but  at  the  same  time  in  a  way  to  satisfy  them  of  my  sin¬ 
cerity  and  firmness.  In  all  parts  of  my  official  conduct  to  strive 
conscientiously  and  unselfishly  to  do  what  is  wise. 

In  my  anxiety  to  complete  the  great  work  of  pacification,  I 
have  neglected  to  give  due  attention  to  the  civil  service  —  to  the 
appointments  and  removals.  The  result  is,  some  bad  appoint¬ 
ments  have  been  made.  Some  removals  have  been  mistakes. 
There  have  been  delays  in  action.  All  this,  I  must  try  now  to 
correct. 

General  Grant  in  his  messages  takes  strong  ground  in  favor  of 
a  reform  of  the  civil  service.  See  December,  1870,  p.  17. 

November  3.  —  Our  trip  to  Richmond  and  return,  October  30, 
31,  and  November  1,  was  altogether  a  happy  and  successful  one. 
There  are  thousands  of  intelligent  people  [in  the  South]  who  are 
not  Democrats  and  who  would  like  to  unite  with  the  conservative 
Republicans  of  the  North. 

Novembers,  1877.  —  Topics  for  regular  message:  — 

1.  A  general  paragraph,  cheerful  in  its  views;  a  suitable  ex¬ 
pression  of  gratitude  to  God. 

2.  The  condition  of  the  country  in  connection  with  the  several 
Departments  in  their  proper  order  (  ?)  ;  say,  with  foreign  rela¬ 
tions  first  and  Interior  [Department]  last;  in  the  order  in  which 
members  of  Cabinet  sit  at  the  cabinet  table. 

3.  Miscellaneous  topics  such  as :  —  The  District  of  Columbia, 
Washington  Monument,  Southern  question,  Indian  question,  (see 
Monroe,  p.  218),  currency  question  —  resumption  and  silver, 
the  army,  (if  not  fully  treated  as  part  of  topics  2),  education' 
National  University,  (see  Washington,  pp.  3,  4),  the  mode  of 
determining  the  result  of  Presidential  elections,  improvement  of 
Mississippi  River  and  improvements  generally,  census  of  1880, 
the  riots  in  July  1877,  improvements,  railroads  and  levees  (?), 
Department  of  Agriculture. 

Recommend  repeal  of  test  oath  as  to  veterans  of  War  of  1812 ; 
pensions  to  veterans  of  Mexican  war  (  ?)  ;  amnesty  for  all  past 
political  offienses  (see  Grant). 
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[As  to  civil  service  reform]  :  — 

1.  Give  permanency,  security,  to  official  life  by  removing  no¬ 
body  during  their  official  term  except  for  cause. 

2.  Take  them  out  of  politics.  Separate  the  civil  service  from 
the  active  work  of  party  management. 

3.  Remove  patronage  from  Congress. 

4.  Limit  the  area  of  patronage. 

5.  Let  the  terms  be  for  a  different  period  —  longer  than  the 
Presidential  term,  say,  six  years. 

Silver  was  demonetized  by  the  act  of  1873.  When  was  the 
first  movement  in  Congress  to  remonetize  it?  Was  there  any 
until  silver  had  lost  its  value? 

To  attempt  to  pay  the  public  debt  in  depreciated  silver  coin 
is  a  violation  of  public  credit  and  public  faith  and  thereby 
[would]  add  to  the  burden  of  the  debt. 

For  the  reestablishment  of  silver  coinage,  with  every  legiti¬ 
mate  advantage  belonging  to  it,  can  be  had  without  injustice  to 
creditors,  either  public  or  private,  and  without  impairing  the 
public  or  private  credit. 

We  think  with  Hamilton  that  it  is  a  mistake  to  abridge  the 
quantity  of  circulating  medium.  We  want  a  “full”  and  not  “a 
scanty  circulation.”  But  we  want  it  all  to  be  coin,  or  redeemable 
in  coin  —  to  have  intrinsic  value  —  to  be  money  and  not  a  mere 
promise. 


Private. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  November  10,  1877. 

My  dear  S — :  —  I  have  been  told  that  Judge  Davis  is  offended 
because  I  failed  to  consult  him  prior  to  action  against  Jones.* 
It  is  possible  I  forgot  a  promise  to  him.  If  he  says  so,  I  shall 
certainly  assume  it  to  be  so,  and  make  suitable  acknowledgments. 
Senator  Oglesby  thinks  your  appointment  is  in  the  interest  of 
his  rival  or  rivals.  I  assure  him  that  it  is  not  so  intended.  But 

*  J.  Russell  Jones,  Collector  of  the  Port  at  Chicago,  refused  to  resign, 
when  his  resignation  was  requested  by  Secretary  Sherman.  The  President 
thereupon  suspended  him  and  appointed  William  Henry  Smith  as  his 
successor. 
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it  may  occasion  delay  in  your  confirmation.  I  thought  it  proper 
to  say  this  to  you. 

Boynton  called  on  my  invitation.  Personally  he  will  be,  and 
is,  friendly  to  me.  I  am  sure  of  it.  He  does  not  like  some  of 
my  associates,  and  opposes  some  of  my  doings,  but  I  look  only 
for  a  friendly  criticism  hereafter. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  William  Henry  Smith. 


November  29. —  We  had  a  charming  Thanksgiving  dinner  in 
the  state  dining-room.  All  the  executive  clerks  and  their  wives 
and  little  folks  were  our  guests.  One  roast  pig  and  three  turkeys 
(one  a  monster  from  Rhode  Island,  Governor  Van  Zant).  After 
a  happy  dinner  from  2  =30  to  5  P.  M.,  blindman’s  buff  gave  enter¬ 
tainment  to  the  little  folks. 

December  6,  1877.  —  The  message  has  been  well  received,  en¬ 
couragingly  so.  It  has  but  little  on  the  reform  of  the  civil  service. 
I  must  now  prepare  a  special  message.  Let  me  say : 

1.  There  should  be  legislation  [which]  will  relieve  Congress¬ 
men  from  all  responsibility  for  the  appointments.  They  must 
neither  seek  to  control,  nor  even  to  influence,  appointments.  If 
Congress  fails  to  legislate  for  this  end,  I  must  adopt  and  publish 
rules. 

2.  Divorce  office-holders  from  the  active  management  of 
politics. 

3.  Admit  to  subordinate  places  on  examinations. 

4.  Retain  all  good  officers  during  their  terms,  and  establish 
rules. 

Judge  M.  L.  Bundy  of  Indiana  says :  —  “The  last  time  I  saw 
Governor  Morton  he  paid  you  a  very  high  compliment.  He  said 
I  have  read  all  of  the  President’s  speeches  on  his  Southern  tour. 
He  has  always  talked  good  sense;  he  never  said  a  foolish  thing." 
This  was  good  from  such  a  judge. 
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Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  December  8,  1877. 

My  dear  S — :  —  I  am  glad  your  daughter  can  visit  us.  We 
shall  be  absent  a  few  days  during  the  recess.  The  gay  season 
will  begin  immediately  afterwards.  We  have  some  young  people 
with  us  during  this  month,  beyond  the  usual  friends  (viz.,  Miss 
Platt  and  Miss  Foote,  who  spend  the  winter),  and  about  Jan¬ 
uary  15  will  be  a  good  time  for  you  to  be  here.  A  visit  in 
January  has  good  points  of  all  sorts,  but  if  later  would  suit 
better,  it  will  be  agreeable  to  us  also.  So  we  shall  count  on  the 
young  lady  in  January  unless  otherwise  advised. 

I  have  had  a  pretty  good  talk  over  with  Mr.  Farwell.*  He 
is  sound,  and  sees  things.  The  Senatorial  usurpation  is  now 
the  question.  The  immediate  result  is  in  doubt.  In  the  end,  the 
claim  of  a  single  Senator  to  control  all  nominations  in  his  State 
will  be  found  so  preposterous  that  it  will  fall  of  its  own  weight. 
It  is  understood  that  Oglesby  and  Davis  [Senators  from  Illinois] 
opposed  the  removal  of  Jones  in  secret  session  but  spoke  well 
of  you.  Oglesby  finally  voted  to  confirm.  Davis  contra.  Total 
vote  thirty-nine  to  eleven  on  which  I  heartily  congratulate  you. 

We  shall  be  glad  to  see  you  and  Mrs.  Smith  also. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  William  Henry  Smith. 


December  9,  1877.  —  I  am  now  in  a  contest  on  the  question  of 
the  right  of  Senators  to  dictate  or  control  nominations.  Mr. 
Conkling  insists  that  no  officer  shall  be  appointed  in  New  York 
without  his  consent,  obtained  previously  to  the  nomination.  This 
is  the  first  and  most  important  step  in  the  effort  to  reform  the 
civil  service.  It  now  becomes  a  question  whether  I  should  not 
insist  that  all  who  receive  important  places  should  be  on  the 
right  side  of  this  vital  question.  None  wdio  are  opposed  to  the 
Cincinnati  platform  on  this  important  question  are  to  be  regarded 
as  Republicans  in  good  standing.  How  would  this  do?  Rather 
radical,  probably,  but  if  the  war  goes  on  I  must  think  of  it. 

*  Charles  B.  Farwell,  of  Chicago,  later  a  Senator  from  Illinois. 
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I  must  look  up  the  state  platforms  of  1876.  Nothing  broader 
can  be  found  in  support  of  the  Southern  policy  than  the  [reso¬ 
lution  of  the]  New  York  convention  of  1875. 

December  12,  1877.  —  In  the  language  of  the  pfess,  “Senator 
Conkling  has  won  a  great  victory  over  the  Administration.”  My 
New  York  nominations  were  rejected,  thirty-one  to  twenty-five. 
But  the  end  is  not  yet.  I  am  right,  and  shall  not  give  up  the 
contest. 


Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  December  12,  1877. 

My  dear  General  :  —  I  am  glad  you  approve  the  general 
course  advised  in  the  message.  It  looks  as  if  the  courtesy, 
esprit  de  corps,  etc.,  etc.,  of  the  Senate  would  keep  them  in 
Conkling’s  hands.  I  can’t  think  this  will  in  the  long  run  suc¬ 
ceed.  In  any  event,  I  shall  go  on  in  the  path  I  have  chosen.  It 
is  to  be  regretted  that  the  division  exists,  but  I  do  not  feel 
blamable,  and  shall  try  not  to  increase  it  needlessly. 

As  to  the  currency,  well-informed  people  differ,  for  the  pres¬ 
ent,  hopelessly.  What  is  your  view? 

Come  to  see  us  with  Mrs.  Force  December  28-30,  and  stay  a 
fortnight.  Our  silver  wedding  is  30th.  Do. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

General  M.  F.  Force. 

Executive  Mansion,  December  16,  1877. 

My  dear  S —  : —  I  return  your  “mem.”  as  to  custom  house. 
There  is  a  general  belief  in  Boston  and  other  cities  that  ship¬ 
ments  to  New  York  are  lowered  by  fraudulent  practices.  No 
doubt  it  is  true.  On  this  with  other  reasons,  all  legitimate,  the 
change  was  desired.  Now,  if  we  make  it  again,  we  should  be 
able  to  prove  something  of  this  sort.  What  can  be  suggested  ? 

We  go  to  New  York  to  stay  a  few  days  the  last  of  this  week. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  William  Henry  Smith. 
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[The  foregoing  letter  was  in  reply  to  a  letter  from  Mr.  Smith 
giving  information  of  fraudulent  practices  in  the  New  York 
custom  house.  Mr.  Smith  wrote: — 

Chicago,  Illinois,  December  13,  1877. 

My  dear  Mr.  President:  —  The  rejection  of  the  New  York 
nominations  reached  me  by  regular  report  last  night  and  was  a 
severe  disappointment.  You  had  anticipated  this  result,  of 
course. 

It  seem  to  me  that  your  way  out  now  lies  through  assaulting 
the  abuses  in  the  New  York  custom  house  in  earnest.  The  Jay 
Commission  report  treated  of  these  abuses  in  general  terms. 
Let  us  get  down  to  facts  now  and  place  the  responsibility.  I 
hand  you  herewith  confidentially  a  statement  made  by  New  York 
brokers  of  the  liquidation  of  duties  on  an  importation  of  602  bags 
pepper  made  by  a  prominent  Chicago  house  in  July  last.  You 
will  observe  that  the  discounts  range  from  5  to  20  per  cent,  and 
that  the  revenue  was  defrauded  that  amount,  although  the  goods 
are  merchantable  and  brought  first-class  prices  in  the  market. 
See  memorandum  on  the  margin  made  by  the  appraiser  at  the 
time.  Mr.  Anderson,  the  agent  of  the  house,  confirmed  this  to  me, 
and  furthermore  said  that  it  was  done  as  a  regular  thing.  The 
heads  of  other  importing  houses  of  Chicago  tell  me  the  same 
thing,  and  they  add  that  the  only  way  they  can  compete  with 
New  York  houses  is  to  pay  the  duties  in  New  York,  where  all 
allowances  asked  by  their  brokers  are  made.  When  asked  how 
this  was  accomplished,  they  have  told  me  without  hesitation,  “by 
the  use  of  money  through  the  brokers.”  The  accounts  of  the 
brokers  are  so  made  out  that  they  can  say  they  do  not  know 
of  their  own  knowledge  how  the  fraud  is  committed.  The  result 
is,  our  business  men  are  driven  for  their  own  protection  to  do 
business  through  the  New  York  custom  house,  and  perforce  to 
become  parties  to  the  frauds  upon  the  revenue.  The  city  here 
is  full  of  evidence,  but  unless  the  Government  would  protect 
the  importers,  it  could  not  be  obtained.  Our  merchants  want  the 
frauds  stopped.  They  say  they  do  not  care  how  much  duty  they 
pay  so  the  New  York  merchants  with  whom  they  compete  pay 
the  same. 
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This  evidence  before  the  country  and  we  should  have  the 
spectacle  of  Senator  Conkling  fighting  to  continue  the  system 
of  frauds,  and  Senator  Oglesby,  Davis,  and  other  Western  Sen¬ 
ators  voting  to  break  down  the  business  of  the  city  of  Chicago! 

Please  return  me  the  broker’s  bill,  as  I  pledged  my  word  it 
should  only  be  used  confidentially.  . 

Faithfully  yours, 

William  Henry  Smith.] 

The  President. 


December  iS,  1877.  ■ —  I  go  to  New  York  to  attend  the  Union 
League  reception,  Friday  evening,  and  the  New  England  dinner, 
Saturday  evening. 

There  is  much  said  as  to  plans  for  harmonizing  the  friends 
and  opponents  of  the  Administration.  It  is  desirable,  certainly, 
that  more  friends  should  be  found  among  Republican  Congress¬ 
men.  Why  is  not  the  best  basis  for  harmony  the  Cincinnati 
platform?  If  differences  exist  as  to  its  meaning,  consult  the 
Letter  of  Acceptance  and  the  state  platforms  after  the  nomina¬ 
tion  and  before  the  election. 

December  26,  1877.  —  Our  visit  to  New  York,  21st  and  24th, 
was  a  most  happy  one.  The  Union  League  reception,  22nd,  the 
American  Museum  of  Natural  History  opening,  and  the  New 
England  dinner,  all  enjoyable. 

Christmas,  the  presents  to  the  children  made  them  and  their 
parents  equally  happy. 

December  50,  1877.  —  The  anniversary  of  our  wedding  day, 
twenty-five  years  ago.  Our  friends  from  Ohio  filled  the  house. 
General  Force  and  wife  came  Friday  evening.  Saturday  we 
went  with  them,  Webb,  Scott,  and  Fan,  and  Maria  to  Mount 
Vernon.  Saturday  evening  came  Colonel  L.  C.  Weir,  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Davis,  J.  W.  Herron  and  wife,  daughter  and  nurse ;  Rev. 
Dr.  L.  D.  McCabe,  Laura  and  Lilly,  etc.,  etc. 

Rainy  day.  Went  to  Foundry  Church  with  Lucy  [and]  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Davis. 

After  lunch  had  a  christening  in  the  Blue  Room  of  Mr.  and 
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Mrs.  Herron’s  seven-weeks  baby  ;  called  her  Lucy  Hayes  Herron; 
also  baptized  and  christened  Fanny  and  Scott.  All  [the]  com¬ 
pany  in  a  circle  around  the  Blue  Room.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rogers 
also  present  and  most,  if  not  all,  of  the  attendants  and  servants 
of  the  Mansion.  Lucy  in  her  wedding  garments  of  twenty-five 
years  ago.  A  fine  dinner.  Emily  [Platt]  rather  the  adjutant  of 
the  affair.  All  cards  at  table  were  written  full  of  names 
present.  Twenty-three  in  all.  Singing  in  the  evening. 

Before  the  christening  all  gathered  in  our  room.  General 
Force  read  letters  and  poems  sent  by  friends.  .  .  .  The 

whole  celebration  and  the  visit  of  our  old  friends  were  very 
enjoyable.  General  and  Mrs.  Force  never  seemed  so  near  to  us 
before.  Mrs.  Force  was  particularly  happy  in  making  all  around 
her  happy.  I  had  not  thought  of  her  as  beautiful  before.  But 
she  is  very  beautiful. 


Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  December  31,  1877. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  I  have  your  note  of  the  26th.  It  would 
gratify  me,  and  I  think  be  useful  to  the  cause,  if  we  could  have 
a  good  long  talk  over  the  situation.  If  you  can  write  me  your 
views  or  rather  precisely  what  ought  to  be  said  in  the  message 
on  reform,  it  would  aid  greatly.  How  to  appoint?  How  to 
remove?  How  to  divorce  office-holding  from  the  active 
work  of  party  politics?  How  to  separate  the  legislative  from  the 
executive  function  of  appointment  —  are  the  points. 

I  am  sorry  to  find  in  your  note  even  a  hint  that  you  doubt  my 
loyalty  to  the  minority  in  this  contest.  Loss  of  confidence  in 
those  who  lose  a  fight,  or  even  a  skirmish,  is  common,  but  I  hope 
it  will  not  be,  in  this  case,  permanent. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  George  William  Curtis, 

New  York. 


Washington,  January  12,  18  j8. —  Last  evening  after  dinner  I 
received  the  following  dispatch  from  Major  W.  D.  Bickham; 
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Dayton,  Ohio,  January  12,  1878. 

Richard  Anderson’s  dead  body  was  found  in  his  pasture  lot 

this  afternoon.  Physician  says  apoplexy.  Family  thought  he 

was  in  Cincinnati.  „ 

Wm.  D.  Bickham. 


And  so,  one  of  my  dearest  friends  is  gone!  A  friend  of  thirty 
years’  standing.  A  man  of  such  warm  affections,  so  unselfish, 
honorable,  and  true  that  his  friendship  was  to  be  counted  as  one 
ot  the  greatest  of  blessings.  His  home  in  Dayton  was  my  home. 
But  why  selfishly  think  of  my  loss  when  it  is  so  small  compared 
with  that  of  his  wife  and  daughters  and  sons? 

At  the  time  of  our  silver  wedding  it  was  mentioned  as  re¬ 
markable  that  the  friends  with  whom  I  was  most  intimate  when 
I  married  in  1852  were  all  still  my  most  intimate  friends  —  all 
living,  as  follows:  Richard  C.  Anderson,  Manning  F.  Force, 
John  W.  Herron,  George  W.  Jones,  William  K.  Rogers,  and 
R.  H.  Stephenson. 

January  ip,  1878.  —  Major  J.  C.  Mayborne,  of  Geneva,  Kane 
County,  Illinois,  yesterday  wanted  to  talk  over  the  situation.  He 
began  to  find  fault  with  what  I  had  done.  I  took  the  same  course 
with  him,  and  attacked  him  for  his  doubts  and  suspicions  as  to  my 
Republicanism.  After  getting  him  on  the  defensive,  I  went  into 
an  exposition  of  my  views  of  the  Republican  party,  its  genius, 
mission,  and  duty.  Soon  it  became  apparent  that  he  thought 
as  I  did  on  all  the  points  I  touched,  and  he  closed  by  saying  he 
was  satisfied  with  my  Republicanism,  and  we  parted  in  excellent 
temper  with  each  other.  Mem.:  —  It  is  better  to  attack  than 
to  defend. 

“The  Chandler’s  red  glare,  the  Blairs  bursting  in  air,  disclose 
through  the  night  that  R.  B.  is  still  there.”  —  Chicago  Times* 

Sunday,  January  27,  1878.  —  I  have  a  dull  headache  at  night. 
No  severe  pain,  nothing  acute,  but  it  leads  me  to  ask,  what  does 
it  mean?  The  pains  are  in  the  back  of  the  head  for  the  most 
part  and  leave  me  when  I  get  up  in  the  morning.  They  are  not 
severe  enough  to  prevent  my  sleeping  quite  well.  I  usually  am 

♦Newspaper  clipping  pasted  in  Diary. 
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awake  a  few  times  during  the  night,  but  not  uncomfortably  so. 

I  sleep  as  well  as  I  ever  did.  The  head  pains  are  like  those  I 
have  had  when  using  quinine.  They  have  rather  increased  the 
last  few  weeks. 

February  3,  1878.  —  It  is  now  almost  a  certainty  that  the 
Silver  Bill  will  pass  in  such  shape  that  I  must  withhold  my  sig¬ 
nature.  I  am  not  so  opposed  to  silver  coinage  that  I  would  veto 
a  bill  which  guarded  the  rights  of  creditors  and  operated  only 
in  futuro.  But  I  cannot  consent  to  a  measure  which  stains  our 
credit.  We  must  keep  that  untainted.  We  are  a  debtor  nation. 
Low  rates  of  interest  on  the  vast  indebtedness  we  must  carry 
for  many  years,  is  the  important  end  to  be  kept  in  view.  Ex¬ 
pediency  and  justice  both  demand  honest  coinage. 

February  6.  —  The  measure  will  contract  the  coin  of  the  cur¬ 
rency  by  expelling  gold,  which  will  not  remain  in  the  presence 
of  the  depreciated  silver. 

February  8,  1878.  —  Miss  Mary  Devens,  niece  of  [the]  At¬ 
torney-General,  a  sensible,  attractive  girl  of  twenty-two  or  so, 
from  Boston  (or  Cambridge),  left  us  after  a  visit  we  have  en¬ 
joyed,  this  morning.  Her  three  weeks  has  been  a  happiness 
to  us. 

Scott  celebrated  his  birthday.  A  noisy,  happy  party  of  thirty 
young  folks.  General  Fisk,  Governor  Baldwin,  of  Michigan, 
and  Bishop  Harris  looked  on.  While  we  talked  country  and 
religion,  we  saw  the  blindman’s  buff  and  other  sports  in  the  East 
Room  and  halls. 

February  15,  1878.  —  The  topic  of  interest  now,  next  to  the 
Silver  Bill,  is  the  Anderson  prosecution  in  New  Orleans.  I  put 
it  as  a  simple  question  of  good  faith,  of  honor,  on  the  part  of 
Louisiana.  Suppose  all  of  the  facts  proved  against  Anderson 
to  have  existed,  but  suppose  the  Returning  Board  had  counted 
the  State  for  Tilden;  would  there  have  been  any  prosecution? 
Nobody  believes  there  would.  Is  it  not  a  clear  case  then  within 
the  resolutions  of  the  Nicholls  Legislature  and  the  letter  of 
Governor  Nicholls?  Believing  the  affirmative,  I  rely  upon  —  I 
trust  —  the  honor  of  Governor  Nicholls. 
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Washington,  February  16,  1878. 

Dear  Sir  :  —  The  only  American  whose  birthday  is  generally 
known  and  widely  celebrated  is  Washington.  The  Father  of  his 
Country  is  remembered  and  honored  throughout  the  world  for 
what  he  did,  and  what  he  was.  None  of  my  young  friends  who 
read  this  patriotic  number  of  the  Sunday  School  Times  are 
likely  to  have  an  opportunity  to  do  such  great  deeds  as  were 
done  by  Washington,  but  all  of  them  will  have  an  opportunity 
to  be  like  him  in  character.  They  can  have  his  love  of  country, 
his  integrity,  and  his  firmness  in  doing  the  right.  To  have  such  a 
character  is  better  than  rank,  or  wealth,  or  fame.  It  is  a  posses¬ 
sion  which  can’t  be  taken  away.  As  Webster  said  so  impres¬ 
sively  of  “a  sense  of  duty,”  “It  will  be  with  us  through  this  life, 
will  be  with  us  at  its  close,  and  in  that  scene  of  inconceivable 
solemnity  which  lies  yet  farther  onward,”  it  will  still  be  with  us. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

To  H.  Clay  Trumbull, 

Editor  of  the  Sunday  School  Times. 


February  17.  —  The  Silver  Bill  has  passed  the  Senate  with 
amendments  that  will  send  it  back  to  the  House.  It  will  no 
doubt  reach  me  during  this  week.  I  have  given  the  subject  some 
study  and  much  anxious  reflection.  I  shall  veto  the  bill.  It  will 
probably  become  a  law  notwithstanding  my  veto.  In  my  message 
I  ought  to  give  a  brief  summary  of  the  objections  to  it,  and 
probably  I  ought  to  indicate  what  sort  of  a  silver  bill  might  re¬ 
ceive  my  approval  (?),  but  that  is  a  question  for  consideration. 
I  feel  the  importance  and  responsibility  of  my  action.  But  I  have 
no  misgiving.  The  Nation  must  not  have  a  stain  on  its  honor. 
Its  credit  must  not  be  tainted.  This  is  the  first  and  great  ob¬ 
jection:  It  is  a  violation  of  the  national  faith. 

February  23.  —  Spent  at  home.  Foster  and  - ,  of  New 

York,  talked  of  Silver  Bill,  just  passed,  my  probable  veto,  and 
the  course  of  the  Administration.  At  three  P.  M.,  a  long  pro¬ 
cession  of  Temperance  people  passed  in  review  (as  it  is  called) 
before  me  under  the  portico.  In  the  evening  dined  at  Mr. 


PRESIDENT  — FIRST  YEAR 


461 


[George]  Bancroft’s  with  about  eighteen  at  table  —  a  delightful 
dinner  party.  Mr.  Bancroft  spoke  of  Washington’s  love  of  the 
Union,  his  support  of  John  Adams  in  preference  to  Jefferson 
because  of  his  Union  sentiments,  and  as  apropos  gave  the  toast, 
“The  President.”  Present,  Chief  Justice  Waite,  Secretary  Evarts, 
Bancroft  Davis,  Senator  Edmunds,  Senator  Hoar. 

Washington ,  February  26,  1878.  —  My  new  book  [Volume  14 
of  Diary]  begins  with  exciting  times.  Today  at  Cabinet  meeting 
we  considered  the  Silver  Bill,  passed  last  week.  I  had  prepared 
a  veto  message  and  read  it  to  the  Cabinet.  Colonel  Thompson 
opposed  a  veto.  He  said  he  was  an  old  Whig  and  believed  the 
old  Whig  doctrine  was  sound.  He  thought  there  should  be  no 
veto  on  grounds  of  expediency  or  policy.  There  must  be  a 
violation  of  the  Constitution,  or  haste,  or  mistake.  Here  was  a 
measure,  long  discussed,  the  people  almost  unanimously  for  it, 
two-thirds  of  each  house  for  it;  the  measure  a  wise  one,  and 
demanded  very  earnestly  by  the  country.  I  told  him  the  message 
put  the  veto  wholly  on  grounds  of  principle.  The  faith  of  the 
Nation  was  to  be  violated  —  the  obligation  of  contracts  was  im¬ 
paired  by  the  law.  Colonel  Thompson  replied  that  there  was  no 
provision  denying  to  Congress  the  right  to  impair  the  obligation 
of  contracts,  that  no  obligation  was  in  fact  impaired,  that  con¬ 
tracts  were  made  in  view  of  the  right  of  Congress  to  alter  the 
legal  tender. 

Mr.  Evarts  differed  totally  from  Mr.  Thompson  as  to  the 
right  of  the  President  to  withhold  his  assent  to  measures  which 
he  did  not  approve.  The  President  under  the  Constitution  is 
part  of  the  law-making  power.  The  people  have  willed  that  no 
measure  shall  become  a  law  unless  he  approves  until  Congress 
a  second  time  acts  on  the  bill  and  by  a  two-thirds  vote  passes  it 
again. 

Sherman  disliked  the  condition  of  things.  [August]  Belmont, 
the  agent  of  the  Rothschilds,  fears  the  effect  of  a  veto;  prefers 
the  bill  should  be  approved,  bad  as  he  thinks  it  is.  But  Sherman 
sees  no  other  course. 

McCrary  also  fears  a  veto.  Would  like  it  if  the  bill  is  to  pass 
over  the  veto.  But  if  the  veto  is  successful  in  killing  the  bill, 
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he  regards  with  great  apprehension  the  result.  The  Democrats, 
with  their  worst  elements  in  advance,  will  come  into  power. 

Judge  Key  does  not  see  how  with  the  known  principles  of  the 
Administration  anything  else  can  be  done  than  to  refuse  assent 
to  the  bill.  Judge  Devens  regards  a  veto  as  on  all  accounts  the 
true  course.  General  Schurz  thinks  a  veto,  if  successful,  will 
save  the  country  from  an  immoral  and  dangerous  measure,  and 
if  not  successful  the  consequences  will  be  less  damaging  than 
the  effect  of  concurrence. 

For  a  veto  decidedly,  Evarts,  Key,  Schurz,  Devens  —  four. 
For  a  veto  with  some  doubts,  Sherman  and  McCrary  —  two. 
Opposed  to  a  veto,  Thompson. 

March  I,  i8j8. —  I  sent  in  my  message  against  the  Silver  Bill 
yesterday.  The  message  was  short  and  I  hope  forcible.  My  ob¬ 
jection  to  the  bill  is  that  it  authorizes  what  I  think  is  dishonest. 
I  trust  that,  in  fact,  no  actual  dishonesty  will  be  permitted 
under  it.* 

A  year  ago  today  we  left  Columbus  to  come  to  Washington. 
The  year,  if  I  think  of  the  scenes  through  which  I  have  passed, 
seems  an  age.  If  I  recall  the  farewell  at  Columbus,  the  throng  at 
the  State  House,  the  procession  to  the  depot,  the  speech  and 
farewell  there,  the  lapse  of  time  is  but  a  day. 

I  have  tried  to  do  my  duty.  The  crowd  of  business,  the 
urgent  misrepresentations  poured  into  my  ears  by  men  who  ought 
to  be  trustworthy,  have  led  to  mistakes  —  serious  mistakes  — 

♦Extraordinary  pressure  from  Republican  leaders  in  all  parts  of  the 
country  was  brought  to  bear  on  the  President  in  the  effort  to  induce 
him  to  sign  the  bill.  Overwhelming  public  sentiment  favored  such  action 
But  the  President’s  lifelong  convictions  did  not  permit  him  to  waver 
for  an  instant.  The  approval  of  the  veto  by  the  sound-money  minority 
is  reflected  by  the  following  paragraph  from  a  letter  from  William 
Henry  Smith,  of  March  4:  —  “I  am  glad  you  vetoed  the  Silver  Bill.  It 
has  made  your  record  clear  and  unassailable.  It  has  proved  to  some 
doubting  Thomases  that  you  have  the  courage  of  your  convictions.  It 
has  given  notice  to  the  world  that,  whatever  the  Legislature  may  do,  it 
is  the  duty  of  the  Executive  to  guard  the  honor  of  the  Nation.  It  is 
well,  and  it  was  well  done.  Let  me  confess  that  two  or  three  days  before 
you  returned  the  bill,  I  weakened,  and  thought  that  if  I  were  in  your 
place  I  would  send  back  the  bill  signed  with  a  message  of  dissent  or 
explanation.  But  I  came  out  of  that  in  a  few  hours.” 
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mainly  in  appointments,  but  the  general  course  has  been  right. 
I  have  been  firm  and  self-possessed  on  the  most  difficult  and 
trying  occasions.  I  am  not  liked  as  a  President  by  the  politi¬ 
cians  in  office,  in  the  press,  or  in  Congress.  But  I  am  content 
to  abide  the  judgment  —  the  sober  second  thought  —  of  the 
people. 

Last  night  we  had  our  second  regular  state  dinner.  The 
guests  were  congenial.  Very  little  reserve  or  stiffness  and  it 
passed  off  satisfactorily. 


CHAPTER  XXXVI 


PRESIDENT - SECOND  YEAR  —  CIVIL  SERVICE  REFORM  — 

POTTER  INVESTIGATION  —  RESUMPTION  OF  SPECIE 
PAYMENTS - VETO  OF  CHINESE  EXCLUSION  BILL 

DURING  the  second  year  of  his  Administration,  with  prac¬ 
tically  no  encouragement  from  the  controlling  forces  of 
his  party,  Mr.  Hayes  continued  persistently  his  efforts  in  behalf 
of  civil  service  reform.  Near  the  end  of  the  year,  in  spite  of 
the  machinations  of  the  implacable  Conkling  and  his  frantic 
appeals  to  “Senatorial  courtesy,”  the  Senate  reversed  its  action 
of  the  year  before  and  confirmed  Mr.  Hayes’s  New  York  cus¬ 
tom  house  appointees.  Thereupon  thoroughgoing  business 
methods  were  established  in  that,  the  most  important  business 
office  of  the  Government,  thus  proving  the  feasibility  of  the  gen¬ 
eral  adoption  of  the  merit  system. 

During  the  year  preparations  went  steadily  forward  on  the 
part  of  the  Treasury  Department  for  the  resumption  of  specie 
payments,  fixed  by  law  to  go  into  effect  January  I,  1879,  though 
there  was  no  cessation  of  clamor  from  cheap-money  advocates 
for  the  repeal  of  the  resumption  law.  Months  before  the  de¬ 
cisive  date  the  premium  on  gold,  because  of  the  Treasury’s  wise 
measures,  had  practically  disappeared,  and  when  that  day  ar¬ 
rived,  resumption  became  a  fact  without  a  ripple  in  the  business 
world. 

In  the  summer  of  1878  an  attempt  was  made  by  the  Demo¬ 
crats  in  Congress,  urged  on  it  was  believed  at  the  time  by  certain 
Republican  implacables,  to  reopen  the  disputed  election  settle¬ 
ment.  A  committee,  of  which  Clarkston  N.  Potter,  of  New  York, 
was  chairman,  was  appointed  to  investigate  anew  the  election  in 
the  disputed  Southern  States.  Mr.  Hayes’s  equanimity  was  not 
at  all  disturbed  by  the  Democrats’  scarcely  concealed  revolu¬ 
tionary  designs.  In  the  end,  the  investigation  proved  a  com¬ 
plete  fiasco,  when  the  ingenious  secret  dispatches  of  friends  of 
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Mr.  Tilden,  who  had  gone  to  South  Carolina  and  Florida  to 
watch  the  count,  revealing  efforts  to  corrupt  the  Returning 
Boards  of  those  States,  were  deciphered.  Curiously  enough,  no 
allusion  to  the  cipher  dispatches  appears  in  Mr.  Hayes’s  Diary 
or  letters. 

In  September,  the  President  visited  the  Northwest  where  he 
spoke  many  times,  always  to  enthusiastic  throngs,  He  avoided 
merely  partisan  topics,  but  he  discussed  the  financial  condition 
of  the  country,  seeing  in  it  sure  indications  of  the  speedy  return 
of  more  prosperous  times,  and  preached  sound-money  doctrine 
with  all  the  vigor  he  had  displayed  in  his  great  campaign  of  1875. 
His  speeches  had  a  stimulating  influence  on  ihe  Republican  con¬ 
gressional  canvass,  as  the  vote  in  November  proved. 

The  anti-Chinese  agitation  which  had  long  been  active  on  the 
Pacific  Coast  culminated  in  the  last  weeks  of  the  Forty-fifth  Con¬ 
gress  in  the  passage  of  a  bill  designed  to  exclude  further  Chinese 
immigration.  The  proposed  law  was  a  manifest  violation  of 
the  Burlingame  Treaty  with  China  which  had  been  of  our  seek¬ 
ing.  The  President,  while  sympathizing  with  the  purpose  of 
the  bill  did  not  hesitate  for  an  instant  to  protect  the  honor  of 
the  country  by  a  veto.] 


March  5,  18/8.  —  Last  evening  Mr.  O’Neal,  M.  C.  from  Phila¬ 
delphia,  called  with  two  young  men  of  the  Commercial  Exchange 
to  invite  me  to  visit  Philadelphia  and  their  association  at  high 
’change.  I  accepted  for  the  first  week  in  April.  I  must  now 
arrange  all  of  my  engagements  to  visit  Philadelphia  as  follows, 
in  the  order  of  invitation: — 1.  Union  League  —  H.  A.  Browne. 
2.  Industrial  League  —  General  Patterson,  etc.  3.  Commercial  r 
Exchange  —  Mr.  Brooke.  4.  Launch  at  Chester  shipyard  — 
Mr. -  [Roach], 


Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  March  6,  1878. 

My  dear  S — :  —  Your  talk  about  the  veto,  and  the  slips  were 
very  gratifying.  You  can  have  no  idea  how  our  friends  were 
stampeded  at  the  critical  moment.  Sixteen  anti-silver  Repub¬ 
licans  from  New  York  preferred  to. have  the  bill  signed,  or  al- 
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lowed  to  become  a  law  by  lapse  of  time.  Even  Belmont  is  re¬ 
ported  to  have  talked  that  way.  The  [Cincinnati]  Gazette  and 
such  men  as  Shillito  of  Cincinnati  advised  me  to  sign ;  also 
the  Indianapolis  Journal,  and  Eastern  men  in  considerable  num¬ 
bers.  But  it  all  seems  well. 

Now,  on  future  money  questions  —  and  money  questions  are 
the  questions.  One  side  will  be  for  a  sound  currency  —  coin 
and  paper  redeemable  in  coin,  and  the  other  side  will  be  for 
inflation  —  irredeemable  paper  —  absolute  money  —  “cabbage 
leaves,”  and  the  like.  We  shall  come  together;  small  causes  of 
difference  will  be  disregarded  as  soon  as  the  Republicans  have 
interesting  questions  on  which  they  are  united,  dividing  them 
from  the  Democrats. 

How  about  your  Chicago  pension  agency?  I  would  like  to 
please  both  the  good  ladies !  But  taking  it  altogether,  which  ? 
Either  will  no  doubt  have  a  good  office.  Write  me. 

Love  to  the  fine  daughter*  and  Mrs.  Smith. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

William  Henry  Smith. 


March  12,  1878.  —  The  end  of  the  first  year  of  my  Adminis¬ 
tration  furnishes  a  topic  for  the  press.  There  is  .enough  of 
favorable  comment  from  independent  papers  like  the  New  York 
Post,  the  [Cincinnati]  Gazette,  the  [Cincinnati]  Commercial, 
the  Boston  Advertiser,  the  Philadelphia  papers,  and  notably  the 
religious  newspapers;  but  the  body  of  the  party  papers  of  both 
parties  are  the  other  way.  The  main  point  is  that  the  President 
has  so  few  supporters  in  Congress  and  among  the  newspapers. 

It  is  to  be  remarked  that  a  non-partisan  President  or  Ad¬ 
ministration  will  of  course  be  feebly  supported,  if  at  all,  in  Con¬ 
gress  or  by  the  press.  The  party  men  do  not  like  it  among  the 
Republicans,  and  Democrats  find  no  interest  in  heartily  support¬ 
ing  an  Administration  they  did  not  elect.  On  the  whole,  the  Re¬ 
publican  party  has  been  strengthened  rather  than  weakened  by  the 

*  Miss  Almira  (Allie)  Smith,  who  had  recently  spent  some  weeks  at 
the  White  House,  a  young  lady  of  unusual  charm. 


JAMES  M.  COMLY  BAYARD  TAYLOR 

ANDREW  D.  WHITE  JAMES  RUSSELL  LOWELL  E.  W.  STOUGHTON 

JOHN  A.  HASSON  EDWARD  F.  NOYES  JOHN  WELSH 

PRESIDENT  HAYES'S  DIPLOMATIC  APPOINTMENTS 


. 


PRESIDENT  —  SECOND  YEAR 


467 


Administration.  We  are  in  a  period  when  old  questions  are 
settled  and  the  new  are  not  yet  brought  forward.  Extreme  party 
action,  if  continued  in  such  a  time,  would  ruin  the  party.  Mod¬ 
eration  is  its  only  chance.  The  party  out  of  power  gains  by  all 
partisan  conduct  of  those  in  power.  On  the  whole,  the  year’s 
work  has  produced  results :  — 

1.  Peace,  safety,  order  in  the  South,  to  an  extent  not  known 
for  half  a  century. 

2.  The  [railway  strike]  riots;  not  a  man  shot,  but  order 
promptly  and  firmly  upheld. 

3.  A  vigorous  and  successful  Mexican  policy. 

4.  Civil  service  reforms :  —  (a)  No  nepotism  in  executive 
appointments,  (b)  No  machine  work  by  Federal  office-holders, 
in  caucuses  or  elections,  (c)  Congressional  dictation  resisted  — 
for  the  most  part  successfully,  (d)  Removals  except  for  cause 
not  made.  Fewer  removals  than  under  any  Administration  in 
its  first  year  since  J.  Q.  Adams,  (e)  Officers  secure  in  their 
terms,  if  conduct,  official  and  private,  is  good. 

5.  The  financial  management  has  steadily  adhered  to  the 
policy  of  a  sound  currency,  untainted  credit,  and  a  faithful  ful¬ 
fillment  of  pecuniary  obligations. 

6.  The  pervading  sense  of  responsibility  for  faithful  and 
honest  official  conduct  has  given  purity  and  efficiency  to  the 
service.  Fewer  scandals  than  before  in  many  years. 

7.  Cabinet  [and]  a  list  of  foreign  appointments  and  officials 
retained  that  will  compare  well  with  any  previous  period  in  our 
history.  Look  at  our  European  representatives:  Welsh,  Eng¬ 
land;  Noyes,  France;  Taylor,  Germany;  Lowell,  Spain;  March, 
Italy;  Kasson,  Austria;  Stoughton,  Russia;  Maynard,  Turkey; 
Read,  Greece. 

8.  The  most  important  appointments  are  the  judicial.  They 
are  for  life  and  the  judiciary  of  the  country  concerns  all  inter¬ 
ests,  public  and  private.  My  appointments  will  bear  examina¬ 
tion  :  —  Harlan,  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court ;  Baxter  and 
Blatchford,  Circuit  Court ;  Bancroft  Davis,  Court  of  Claims. 
District  judges  in  Vermont,  Wisconsin,  [and]  New  York. 

9.  Bureau  officers  appointed:  McCormick,  Defrees,  Tyner, 
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General  LeDuc,  Hawley,  McPherson,  Porter,  Reynolds,  Scho¬ 
field. 

March  13,  1878.  —  The  election  of  Governor  Prescott  and  the 
administration  ticket  in  New  Hampshire,  notwithstanding  the 
defection  of  [William  E.J  Chandler  and  his  followers,  is  very 
gratifying.  It  encourages  me  to  be  more  and  more  faithful  in 
adhering  to  reform  of  the  civil  service.  Let  me  disregard  more 
and  more  “influence”  of  every  sort  and  be  guided  by  a  sense  of 
duty  alone.  It  is  hard  to  have  friends  made  sour  because  their 
wishes  are  not  heeded.  Newspaper  and  other  abuse  is  not  com¬ 
forting,  to  say  the  least.  But  the  second  thought  of  the  best 
people  is,  I  believe,  with  me.  —  Good  for  New  Hampshire! 

Friday,  March  15.  —  The  past  winter  has  been  mild  beyond 
precedent.  Picnics  in  Berkshire  County,  Massachusetts,  January 
1 ;  sailing  parties  steaming  on  Lake  Pepin ;  Lake  Erie  open  to 
navigation  all  winter ;  plowing  in  Ohio  every  winter  month.  — 
Nothing  like  it  “in  the  memory  of  the  oldest  inhabitant.”  In 
1812-13  such  a  winter,  one  says;  another  in  1816-17.  But  in 
the  absence  of  statistics,  this  winter  has  no  twin. 

This  morning,  a  lovely  spring  sunrise.  Lucy  goes  for  a 
fortnight’s  visit  to  Ohio  —  Chillicothe,  Columbus,  [and]  Dela¬ 
ware.  Birch  and  Webb  go  with  her,  also  Emily  Platt,  our  niece. 
The  two  cousins,  Lucy  McFarland  and  Lucy  Scott  of  New 
Orleans,  go  to  Lexington,  Kentucky;  same  car  from  here  to 
Chillicothe. 

Fanny  returned  from  her  visit  to  New  York  last  evening.  The 
great  city  not  so  grand  to  her  as  Washington.  “Broadway  not 
near  so  broad  as  Pennsylvania  Avenue.” 

The  picture  painted  full  length  by  Carl  Brown  is  now  in  the 
state  dining-room,  and  is  a  great  favorite  with  Lucy,  and  gen¬ 
erally  regarded  as  the  best  ever  taken  of  me. 

I  read  few  books ;  no  time.  J.  Q.  Adams’  diary  of  Monroe’s 
time  shows  Monroe  had  almost  the  same  troubles  that  I  have 
had. 

[March]  16.  —  Lucy  left  for  her  native  town  yesterday  morn¬ 
ing.  Mr.  J.  O.  Moss,  of  Sandusky,  furnished  his  private  car 
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on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad.  It  was  no  doubt  a  merry 
ride. 

I  found  the  White  House  lonely  without  them.  Mr.  Evarts 
lunched  with  me.  Fanny  presided  at  the  teapot.  Scott  filled  up 
the  table!  At  dinner  I  had  a  pleasant  company  —  Foster  and 
wife  from  my  district,  and  McKinley  and  wife,  of  Canton,  Ohio. 
In  the  evening,  enough  to  do.  My  afternoon  ride  was  with  Mr. 
Bryan,  one  of  the  District  Commissioners  appointed  by  me. 

;  Am  told  several  of  the  Indiana  delegation  are  offended,  or 
made  it  a  topic  of  remark,  that  Mr.  [Albert  G.]  Porter  was  ap¬ 
pointed  [United  States  Treasurer]  without  consulting  them. 
They  admit  the  appointment  is  capital  in  all  respects;  but,  etc., 
etc. 

Mr.  Vice-President  [Wheeler]  does  not  like  Mr.  Evarts.  He 
thinks  Evarts  is  not  frank  to  those  who  speak  about  appoint¬ 
ments.  He  does  not  say  no,  but  by  an  equivocal,  noncommittal 
way  of  talking  allows  them  to  hope.  “When  there  is  no  hope, 
tell  the  man  so.  He  will  be  disappointed  at  the  time,  but  it  [is] 
the  best  way.”  Mr.  Wheeler  is  right.  Prompt  and  square  talk 
is  in  the  long  run  safest  and  is  just  to  the  parties  concerned.  I 
must  also  bear  this  in  mind. 

As  soon  as  the  Returning  Board  prosecutions  in  Louisiana 
are  ended,  and  ended  rightly,  as  I  am  confident  they  will  be, 
I  will  hold  conferences  with  judicious  Members  of  Congress  as 
to  the  best  way  of  effecting  reforms  according  to  the  Cincinnati 
platform.  Write  to  D.  B.  Eaton  to  send  in  his  report  [on  civil 
service  reform]  and  try  to  push  forward  the  good  work. 

March  i8,  i8y8. —  Mr.  Conkling  in  the  Senate  remarked  that 
the  President  had  one-sixth  of  the  legislative  power  of  the 
United  States  Government.  I  suppose  he  means  that  the  Senate, 
House,  and  President  having  the  whole  power,  and  the  Presi¬ 
dent  and  one-third  of  either  house  being  half,  the  result  is  — 

I  rise  at  about  7  A.  M.;  write  until  breakfast,  about  8:30 
A.  M.  After  breakfast,  prayers  —  i.  e.,  the  reading  of  a  chapter 
in  the  Bible,  each  one  present  reading  a  verse  in  turn,  and  all 
kneeling  repeat  the  Lord’s  Prayer;  then,  usually,  write  and 
arrange  business  until  10  A.  M.  From  10  to  12  in  the  Cabinet 
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Room,  the  Members  of  Congress  having  the  preference  of  all 
visitors  except  Cabinet  ministers.  Callers  “to  pay  respects”  are 
usually  permitted  to  come  in  to  shake  hands  whenever  the  num¬ 
ber  reaches  about  a  half  dozen  waiting.  Twelve  to  2  P.  M., 
on  Tuesdays  and  Fridays,  are  Cabinet  hours.  On  other  days  that 
time  is  given  to  miscellaneous  business  callers. 

At  2  P.  M.  lunch.  I  commonly  invite  to  that  —  cup  of  tea  and 
biscuit  and  butter  with  cold  meat  —  any  gentleman  I  wish  to  have 
more  conference  with  than  is  practicable  in  hours  given  to  mis¬ 
cellaneous  business.  After  lunch  the  correspondence  of  the  day, 
well  briefed,  and  each  letter  in  an  envelope,  is  examined.  By 
this  time  it  is  3:30  P.  M.,  and  I  then  drive  an  hour  and  a  half. 
Returning  I  glance  over  the  business  and  correspondence  again, 
take  a  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes’  nap,  and  get  ready  to  dine  at 
6  P.  M. 

After  dinner,  callers  on  important  business,  or  on  appointment 
previously  made,  occupy  me  until  10:30  to  11:30  P.  M.,  when  I 
go  to  bed,  and  am  tired  enough  to  sleep  pretty  well  unless  too 
much  worried  to  throw  off  the  vexations  of  the  day  —  a  thing 
which  fortunately  I  generally  can  do  by  a  little  effort. 

There  is  not  enough  exercise  in  this  way  of  life.  I  try  to 
make  up  by  active  gymnastics  before  I  dress  when  I  get  up,  by 
walking  rapidly  in  the  lower  hall  and  the  greenhouse  after  each 
meal  for  perhaps  five  to  ten  minutes,  and  a  good  hand  rubbing 
before  going  to  bed.  I  eat  moderately;  drink  one  cup  of  coffee 
at  breakfast  and  one  cup  of  tea  at  lunch  and  no  other  stimulant. 
My  health  is  now,  and  usually,  excellent.  I  have  gone  to  church 
at  least  once  every  Sunday  since  I  became  President.  Sunday 
after  lunch  I  ride  regularly  with  Secretary  Sherman  two  to 
three  hours.  We  talk  over  affairs  and  visit  the  finest  drives 
and  scenes  near  Washington. 

March  21,  1878.  —  The  Returning  Board  prosecutions  are 
ended  by  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Louisiana.  No 
doubt  the  court  found  legal  grounds  for  its  decision.  But  the 
favorable  fact  is  that  the  court  followed  the  best  public  opinion 
of  Louisiana  in  opposition  to  the  wishes  of  the  Bourbons.  The 
ruffian  class,  the  implacables,  and  the  press  were  for  the  severest 
punishment  —  determined  to  persecute  the  members  of  the  board 
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to  the  bitter  end.  For  the  first  time  the  better  classes  have  over¬ 
ruled  the  violent.  Pacification  begins  to  tell. 


Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  March  21,  1878. 

My  Darling:  —  We  are  all  well.  The  table  is  short  and  dull 
without  you.  .  .  .  The  end  of  the  Returning  Board  perse¬ 

cution  is  very  welcome  to  friends  of  the  Southern  policy,  and 
by  no  means  satisfactory  to  the  implacables.  For  the  first  time 
in  the  South  the  public  opinion  of  the  better  elements  has  over¬ 
come  the  wishes  of  the  ruffian  class. 

Affectionately, 

Mrs.  Hayes.  R. 


[March]  22.  —  I  am  invited  to  witness  the  launch  of  an  iron 
steamship  at  the  Chester  shipyard  of  Mr.  Roach  on  the  Delaware. 
It  will  take  place  two  weeks  from  tomorrow.  The  hundreds  of 
workmen  employed  at  the  yard  will  be  present,  and  I  will  [shall] 
be  expected  to  say  a  few  words  to  them.  Why  not  say  something 
about  the  need  of  harmony  in  their  work  between  enterprise, 
skill,  inventive  genius,  knowledge,  labor,  and  capital?  The  ship 
is  the  product  of  the  union  of  all  these.  National  properity  in 
like  manner  needs  friendship  and  not  strife,  peace  and  not  war, 
concord  and  not  discord,  peace  and  union.  The  flag  which  in 
distant  seas  is  to  float  over  it  [the  new  ship]  will  give  joy  to 
the  heart  of  every  American  who  sees  it,  if  it  is  the  emblem  of 
both  Union  and  Liberty. 

[March]  25.  —  Today  Senator  Howe  gives  his  “excuse”  for 
not  being  favorable  to  the  Administration.  He  was  an  eager 
candidate  for  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  place  of  David 
Davis,  of  Illinois.  The  appointment  of  General  Harlan  of 
Kentucky  soured  him. 


Private. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  March  26,  1878. 
My  dear  Sir:  —  I  too  have  a  grievance.  It  is  almost  four 
months  since  I  was  furnished  with  the  record  of  proceedings  in 


472 


RUTHERFORD  BIRCHARD  HAYES 


executive  session.  I  want  the  record,  but  don’t  want  to  make  a 
fuss  about  it.  My  secretary  has  asked  for  it,  and  been  promised, 
but  no  result.  Can  you  make  the  waters  move?  “I  still  live.” 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 


Honorable  William  A.  Wheeler, 
Vice-President. 


Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  March  27,  1878. 
My  Darling:  —  You,  I  know,  are  too  much  occupied  with 
visits  and  friends  to  write  letters.  You  must  put  that  work  on 
Birch,  or  some  other  young  person  —  Emily  [Platt],  for  instance. 
We  miss  you  ever  so  much.  People  from  abroad  are  disap¬ 
pointed  not  to  find  you  here.  The  Boston  Post  says,  “Mr.  Hayes 
will,  during  the  absence  of  Mrs.  Hayes,  be  acting  President”! 
.  .  .  General  Schurz  will  be  as  well  as  ever  soon. 

Affectionately.  “S’much.” 


R. 


Mrs.  Hayes, 
Columbus. 


Private. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  March  27,  1878. 

My  dear  S — :  —  I  have  your  letter  and  have  talked  with 
Sherman  about  it.  We  do  not  differ  essentially  from  your 
views.  At  least  I  do  not,  and  on  the  leading  points  I  think 
Sherman  concurs.  Under  the  circumstances,  I  have  to  hold  your 
resignation  without  acceptance,  not  doubting  that  you  will  with¬ 
draw  it  when  full  explanations  are  made.  I  trust  you  will  keep 
it  to  yourself.  If  after  letters  are  received  you  still  feel  like 
resigning,  it  is  my  earnest  wish  that  you  do  not  do  so  until 
we  can  meet  and  talk  it  over. 

Sincerely, 


Honorable  William  H.  Smith, 
Collector,  Chicago. 


R.  B.  Hayes. 
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March  30,  i8p8. —  Mr.  Dorman  B.  Eaton  will  probably  send 
in  his  report  during  the  coming  month.  The  points  of  civil 
service  reform  which  I  must  call  attention  to  are:  — 

1.  To  separate  office-holding  from  political  management. 
This  has  in  a  large  degree  been  accomplished  by  the  order  issued 
in  June  last.  Very  generally  the  office-holders  observe  the  order. 
Doubtless  with  some  its  observance  is  ostensible  or  nominal 
rather  than  real.  But  none  have  resigned.  Public  officers  gen¬ 
erally  profess  to  observe  it.  The  few  exceptions  to  this  state¬ 
ment  are  too  insignificant  to  demand  attention.  What  legislation 
to  define  fully  and  accurately  the  duties  of  office-holders  in  con¬ 
nection  with  elections  may  be  expedient  and  necessary,  it  is  for 
Congress  to  decide.  I  am  not  so  committed  in  favor  of  the 
measure  already  referred  to,  that  I  shall  not  be  willing  to  co¬ 
operate  heartily  with  any  legislation  Congress  may  enact  ap¬ 
propriate  to  the  end  in  view. 

2.  To  restore  the  legitimate  and  constitutional  exercise  of  the 
appointing  power  to  the  Executive  Department  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Senate  in  the  case  of  im¬ 
portant  offices.  On  this  point  I  will  quote  Senator  Edmunds. 
The  practice  of  congressional  appointment  is  for  the  time  being 
largely  abandoned.  It  is  generally  conceded  that  Senators  and 
Representatives  ought  not  to  seek  to  dictate  appointments  and 
only  a  small  minority  in  practice  now  undertake  even  to  in¬ 
fluence  appointments.  But  there  is  irritation  and  misunder¬ 
standing  on  the  subject.  It  is  exceedingly  desirable  that  Mem¬ 
bers  of  Congress  should  be  relieved  from  the  pressure,  [the] 
demands,  of  their  constituents  for  places  in  the  public  service. 
This  cannot  be  done  by  executive  action  alone.  Legislation 
explicitly  defining  the  duty  of  Members  of  Congress  on  this  sub¬ 
ject  has  been  attempted  heretofore.  It  is  not  doubted  that  the 
end  desired  can  be  attained  by  appropriate  enactments. 

3.  To  provide  by  legislation  appropriate  means  to  secure  in¬ 
formation  as  to  the  fitness  of  applicants  for  appointment  and 
to  determine  as  to  the  justice  and  propriety  of  removals,  is 
brought  to  your  attention.  In  the  absence  of  legislation  the 
Executive  will  seek  information  wherever  it  can  most  readily 
be  found. 
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4.  Let  the  Cabinet  officers  have  seats  in  the  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives  and  in  the  Senate  with  the  right  to  speak  on  questions 
pertaining  to  their  respective  departments.  A  distinguished 
member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  made  a  report  on  this 
subject  some  years  ago  —  in  1865  —  which  presented  the  sub¬ 
ject  very  ably  to  the  country. 


[With  reference  to  violations  of  the  Executive  Order  of 
June,  1878,  spoken  of  above,  a  conversation  in  June,  1883,  with 
Mr.  Hayes,  contemporaneously  recorded  by  William  Henry 
Smith,  is  of  interest:  — 

“Conversation  on  New  Yorkers  and  civil  service  brought  up  a 
discussion  of  the  Executive  Order  designed  to  prevent  the  ac¬ 
tive  interference  of  officials  with  conventions.  This  [interfer¬ 
ence]  was  regarded  as  a  great  evil  —  giving  rise  to  dissatisfac¬ 
tion  among  the  laymen,  and  prolific  in  corruption.  The  public 
feeling  was  deep,  and  the  President  was  determined  to  make  an 
example  that  should  prove  that  his  order  was  not  a  hollow 
demonstration  for  popular  effect  only.  There  were  small  fellows 
who  defied  the  order,  whose  removal  would  have  signified 
nothing.  He  concluded,  on  account  of  the  difficulties  in  the 
way,  not  to  make  removals  (which  would  have  made  martyrs 
for  the  Stalwarts),  but  to  refuse  to  renew  commissions,  and 
gave  out  that  that  would  be  his  policy. 

“Stewart  L.  Woodford,  United  States  district  attorney,  was 
conspicuous  in  his  open  defiance  of  the  order  in  New  York,  and 
seemed  to  court  martyrdom.  It  had  been  the  President’s  pur¬ 
pose  to  reappoint  him,  although  he  was  not  a  good  lawyer  and 
not  well  qualified  for  the  place.  But  as  he  had  good  assistants 
this  was  not  a  serious  difficulty.  The  President  determined  not 
to  gratify  him  by  making  him  a  martyr  to  the  Stalwart  cause, 
through  removal.  On  account  of  his  open  defiance  of  the  order 
he  could  do  no  less  than  to  refuse  to  reappoint.  When  his  com¬ 
mission  was  about  to  expire,  Woodford  went  to  Washington 
and  called  upon  the  President.  He  was  very  agreeable  in  a 
social  way,  and  had  the  good  taste  to  make  no  allusion  to  his 
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office.  The  President,  who  liked  Woodford  personally,  was 
gratified  at  the  visit  and  showed  it  in  his  manner.  He  also 
made  no  allusion  to  politics.  As  Woodford  passed  out  he  re¬ 
marked  to  a  friend  that  he  was  all  right  with  the  Administration 
as  to  his  reappointment.  He  was  therefore  very  greatly  dis¬ 
appointed  when  another  received  the  commission,  and  he  has 
since  repeatedly  asked  friends  if  they  could  tell  him  why  the 
President  had  declined  to  reappoint  him.  Great  regret  was 
expressed  in  Ohio,  where  Woodford  had  made  a  successful  cam¬ 
paign,  at  his  retirement,  even  by  many  who  were  strenuous  for 
some  improvement  in  the  civil  service.  Woodford  is  a  clever 
fellow,  but  rather  shallow. 

“A  postmaster  —  at  Camden,  opposite  Philadelphia  —  was  very 
loud  in  his  opposition  to  the  order,  and  quite  profane  when  de¬ 
nouncing  the  Executive  publicly.  This  came  to  the  ears  of  the 
President,  and  he  thought  he  would  remove  him.  He  learned, 
however,  that  the  man  had  been  a  good  soldier,  was  poor,  and 
greatly  needed  the  place.  He  therefore  sent  for  him,  told  him 
what  he  had  heard  and  pointed  out  to  him  the  impropriety  and 
indecency  of  his  course.  The  man  confessed  that  it  was  true, 
said  that  he  was  intoxicated,  was  indiscreet,  and  greatly  re¬ 
gretted  it,  etc.  The  President  gave  him  some  good  advice,  told 
him  to  go  back  to  his  office  and  that  he  would  be  allowed  to  hold 
it  to  the  end  of  his  term,  for  all  which  the  poor  fellow  was 
grateful.”] 


Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  March  30,  1878. 
My  Darling:  —  I  have  your  letter  from  Chillicothe.  .  .  . 

On  the  whole,  I  have  had  an  unusually  good  time  since  you  left. 
The  absence  of  the  darling  is  the  drawback,  and  must  not  occur 
again.  Don’t  repeat  it  ever!  We  should  travel  together  always. 

You  have  been  missed  in  all  sorts  of  ways.  Next  Saturday 
you  are  specially  wanted  at  the  launch  of  a  steamship  at  the 
yard  of  Mr.  Roach  near  Philadelphia.  General  Sherman  is  in 
to  see  and  hear  about  you  with  friends  very  often. 

I  shall  have  the  Vice-President,  Wayne  MacVeagh,  General 
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Harlan,  Dr.  Loring,  [and]  General  Schurz  down  to  dine  Sun¬ 
day.  .  .  . 

Affectionately, 

Mrs.  Hayes,  R. 

Chillicothe. 


April  i,  1878.  —  Last  evening  I  had  a  very  pleasant  little 
dinner  party  “quite  informal.”  [The]  Vice-President  and  Miss 
Schurz  (the  only  lady  —  occupied  Lucy’s  seat),  Justice  Harlan, 
General  Schurz,  Dr.  Loring,  M.  C.  from  Massachusetts,  Gen¬ 
eral  Burnside,  Senator  from  Rhode  Island,  and  Mr.  James  A. 
Briggs,  of  Brooklyn,  formerly  of  Ohio.  The  home  folks  were 
Rud’s  classmate,  young  Underhill,  Ruddy,  and  Fanny.  A  very 
friendly  social  gathering.  Judge  Key  and  Colonel  Kellar  came 
in  after  dinner  and  the  talk  lasted  until  10  P.  M.  Wayne  Mc- 
Veagh  and  wife  were  invited  but  “prior  engagements.” 

THE  CIVIL  SERVICE  CONTINUED. 

5.  Congress  should  provide  for  a  revival  of  the  Civil  Serv¬ 
ice  Commission.  My  predecessor,  President  Grant,  used  the 
following  language  as  to  the  beneficial  results  of  the  labors  of 
the  board  appointed  by  him:  [Quotation  not  recorded.] 

6.  In  the  absence  of  legislation  by  Congress  to  promote  the 
desired  reforms,  it  will  not  be  practicable  to  give  a  fair  trial  to 
the  principles  avowed  by  the  general  conventions  of  the  great 
political  parties  of  the  country  prior  to  the  last  national  election. 
But  it  will  be  my  duty  to  give  them  practical  effect  so  far  as 
my  constitutional  powers  will  permit  and  to  the  extent  of  my 
ability.  Such  efforts  as  may  be  made  with  a  sincere  desire  to 
accomplish  this,  will,  it  is  confidently  believed,  be  sustained  by 
the  general  sentiment  of  the  people. 

Collamer,  the  sound  old  Senator  from  Vermont,  once  said  of 
Edmunds :  —  “He  can  see  the  knothole  in  the  barn  door,  but  he 
can’t  see  the  door.” 

April  6,  1878.  —  I  go  today  to  witness  the  launch  at  the 
Chester  yard  of  John  Roach  &  Son  of  the  steamer  The  City  of 
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Para.  I  will  make  no  speech.  But  I  may  give  the  sentiment : 
—  “The  City  of  Para,  may  her  voyages  be  prosperous  and  may 
she  long  continue  to  add  to  the  good  name  and  the  fortunes  of 
her  builders,  her  owners,  and  her  sailors !” 

[April]  /.  —  The  launch  was  in  every  way  successful.  I  gave 
the  sentiment  above,  with  only  a  word  of  thanks,  and  of  con¬ 
gratulation  to  J.  Roach  &  Sons. 

Lucy  returned  yesterday  morning  with  Emily  Platt  [and 
others],  after  three  weeks’  absence,  in  charge  of  Birchard. 

Saturday,  6  A.  M.,  April  ly,  i8j8.  —  The  Republican  Con¬ 
gressmen  held  a  caucus  early  this  week  for  organization.  The 
feature  of  the  affair  was  the  failure  of  Senator  Sargent  to  pro¬ 
cure  the  passage  of  a  resolution  condemning  the  civil  service 
order  of  the  President  which  forbids  federal  office-holders  from 
managing  the  party  politics  of  the  country.  His  resolutions  re¬ 
quest  the  President  to  rescind  this  order. 

Senator  Sargent  wishes  the  doctrine  announced  that  the  ninety 
thousand  officials  in  the  executive  branch  of  the  civil  service 
shall  participate  “in  meetings,  caucuses,  conventions,  and  com¬ 
mittees  of  a  political  character.”  This  resolution  of  Senator 
Sargent  and  the  speech  of  Senator  Howe  present  very  fairly 
the  issue  between  the  Senate  and  the  Republican  party.  Sargent 
and  Howe  think  that  Senators  should  appoint  the  office-holders 
and  that  the  office-holders  should  manage  the  politics  of  the 
country.  This  would  be  in  my  judgment  a  very  unfortunate 
issue  for  the  party  to  adopt. 

The  doctrine  of  the  party  in  1876,  before  the  election,  was  that 
office-holders  should  be  appointed  by  the  President  and  confirmed 
by  the  Senate,  and  that  their  whole  services  belonged  to  the 
Government.  The  Senators’  doctrine  reverses  this.  They  say, 
we  will  appoint  the  officers  and  our  officers  shall  rule  the  party 
and  our  party  shall  rule  the  country.  With  this  senatorial  claim, 
the  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  share  very  little 
personal  interest.  If  the  patronage  of  the  Government  is  to  be 
controlled  by  Congress,  that  branch  of  Congress  will  absorb 
it  which  has  the  power  of  confirmation.  The  Senate  will  leave 
to  the  House  only  what  it  does  not  want. 

3  2  * 
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This  question  of  senatorial  patronage  is  the  salient  point  in 
the  improvement  of  the  civil  service.  It  is  the  interest  of  the 
country  that  its  business  shall  be  well  done  and  that  the  area 
of  patronage  shall  be  limited.  But  if  the  office-holders  are  to 
look  after  party  politics,  to  make  nominations,  and  to  win  party 
victories,  they  will  be  appointed,  not  for  fitness  to  discharge  the 
legitimate  duties  of  their  offices,  but  for  skill  in  wirepulling. 
No  Senator  would  diminish  their  number.  If  ninety  thousand 
are  useful,  a  hundred  thousand  will  be  still  more  useful. 

The  Howe  and  Sargent  system  is  that  Senators  shall  make 
the  office-holders  and  that  the  office-holders  shall  make  the  Sen¬ 
ators.  How  many  victories  can  the  Republican  party  gain  on 
such  a  platform?  The  watchword  of  the  people  against  the 
office-holders  would  soon  be  raised,  and  the  party  on  the  wrong 
side  of  the  question  would  go  under. 

I  would  say  the  same  about  the  order  as  to  office-holders. 
It  did,  at  the  first  elections  after  its  issue,  disorganize  the  party. 
The  accustomed  managers  were  many  of  them  in  office.  For 
the  most  part  the  office-holders  obeyed  the  order.  This  created 
disturbance.  But  the  committees  have  been  reorganized.  Vol¬ 
unteers  have  been  found  to  take  the  places  of  the  regular  ma¬ 
chine  men.  The  new  blood  is  vigorous.  The  late  elections  show 
it.  New  Hampshire  and  Rhode  Island  Republicans  fought  suc¬ 
cessful  battles  with  new  men.  The  people  have  always  had  a 
certain  feeling  against  the  dictation  of  office-holders.  “They 
ought  to  mind  their  own  business,”  has  often  been  heard,  and 
still  oftener  has  been  thought.  Jefferson  and  the  earlier  states¬ 
men  opposed  it.  Clay  and  Webster  and  other  Whig  leaders 
were  against  it.  Howe  and  Sargent  do  not  represent  the  best 
sentiment  of  the  party  on  this  subject. 

I  have  from  Milwaukee  a  protest  against  Senator  Howe’s 
speech.  It  is  signed  by  the  best  Republicans  in  the  principal  city 
of  his  State.  I  do  not  hear  of  any  popular  endorsement  in  his 
own  State  of  his  doctrines.  It  is  said  that  nine-tenths  of  the 
Republicans  of  Milwaukee  are  opposed  to  them. 

I  do  not  defend  mistakes  in  methods.  I  do  not  insist  on  my 
own  particular  plans.  If  better  plans  are  proposed  I  shall  be 
ready  to  support  them.  But  the  important  ends  must  not  be 
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abandoned.  Office-holders  must  attend  to  the  public  business 
and  not  become  organized  political  machines.  The  appointing 
power  may  be  regulated  by  law  to  the  end  that  honesty,  efficiency, 
and  economy  may  be  promoted,  but  it  must  not  be  transferred 
to  the  Senate.  It  must  be  left  where  the  Constitution  placed 
it.  Office-holders  who  participate  actively  in  politics  do  not 
strengthen  a  party  of  principle.  People  resent  their  interfer¬ 
ence.  It  is  felt  that  office-holders  are  the  servants  of  the  public 
and  ought  not  to  assume  to  be  masters. 

It  is  said  that  this  doctrine  degrades  the  officer.  Are  our 
present  officers  degraded?  Do  you  not  honor  the  officer  who 
faithfully  attends  to  his  duty?  Do  the  officers  feel  humiliated? 
I  do  not  hear  of  resignations  on  this  account. 

Mr.  Sherman  has  contracted  for  fifty  million  dollars  gold, 
and  gold  yesterday  fell  to  ioo]^  !  It  now  looks  as  if  we  should 
be  at  specie  payments  long  before  the  first  of  January,  1879 
[the  date  fixed  by  law  for  the  resumption  of  specie  payments]. 
We  have  passed  through  the  suffering;  let  us  have  the  desired 
end. 

April  14,  18/8.  —  Sherman  returned  from  New  York  last 
night.  His  loan  has  been  very  successful.  Fifty  million  dollars 
gold  before  1879  at  ioil/2  for  his  4^2  per  cent  bonds.  The 
premium  on  gold  almost  gone,  or  of  one  per  cent.  If  we 
can  practically  resume  before  the  elections  in  the  fall  it  will  be 
a  feather  in  our  cap.  Now  we  are  hopeful.  With  reconciliation 
proceeding  well  and  resumption  secured,  as  now  appears,  we 
are  stronger  than  ever  before. 

Our  position  on  the  Silver  Bill  enabled  the  Republicans  in 
the  Senate  to  improve  the  Bland  Bill,  (1)  by  striking  out  free 
coinage;  (2)  by  the  device  of  silver  certificates;  and  (3)  by  a 
commission  to  treat  with  other  nations. 

Sunday,  April  21.  —  Winthrop  says  something  like  this  :  Each 
one  of  us  is  engaged  in  the  formation  of  public  opinion.  Each 
of  us  is  in  some  degree  responsible  for  its  course  and  character. 
“Opportunity,  powers,  and  employment  of  them.” 

Sunday,  April  28,  1878.  —  We  returned  this  morning  at  6  A. 
M.  from  our  four  days’  visit  in  Philadelphia.  It  was  happy  in 
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all  of  its  circumstances.  The  gentlemen  conspicuous  in  our  re¬ 
ception  were  Wayne  MacVeagh,  H.  A.  Browne,  General  Robert 
Patterson,  James  L.  Cleghorn,  Steele,  Colonel  Snowden  (post¬ 
master),  Joseph  Wharton,  Amos  R.  Little,  Brooke,  Thomas  A. 
Harrison,  Bloomfield  H.  Moore,  J.  J.  Bayley.  General  A.  Smith, 
president  of  Select  Councils,  introduced  me  at  Independence  Hall. 
Near  me  E.  Dunbar  Lockwood. 

Many  things  to  be  remembered.  Perhaps  most  notable  was 
the  reception  given  to  Lucy  at  the  Academy  of  Fine  Arts,  Fri¬ 
day  evening.  About  four  thousand  persons  were  invited.  The 
attendance  was  almost  universal.  The  fashionable  people,  the 
best  people,  including  church  and  solid  business  people ;  Bishop 
Simpson  and  wife,  the  Friends,  and  the  leaders  in  charitable 
enterprises.  The  rooms  were  admirably  arranged  to  accomodate 
and  display  the  throngs.  Paintings,  engravings,  statuary,  and  a 
wilderness  of  plants  and  flowers,  with  music  and  lights,  —  alto¬ 
gether  a  scene  I  never  expect  to  see  equalled.  Lucy  went  between 
8  and  9  o’clock  and  I  entered  between  9  and  10  or  near  10. 

I  this  morning  asked  Lucy  how  she  felt  as  the  central  figure 
of  such  a  fairy  scene.  “Oh,”  said  she,  “humble,  I  always  feel 
humble  on  such  occasions.  I  enjoy  them  very  much  but  am 
humbled  by  them.”  This  reminds  me  of  my  feeling  at  the  great 
moment  of  my  life,  when  I  heard  I  was  nominated  at  Cincin¬ 
nati.  I  felt  a  sense  of  responsibility  —  a  sobered  f-eeling.  It 
was  my  feeling  that  with  soundness  of  judgment,  with  a  cheerful 
and  elastic  temper,  with  firmness,  with  an  honest  purpose  to  do 
right,  and  with  some  experience  in  affairs,  I  could  do  well  in 
the  place.  But  this  is  going  back.  The  scene  brought  to  my 
mind  many  of  the  leading  events  of  my  life. 

In  reference  to  an  election  by  Republicans  alone  to  nominate 
a  postmaster  at  Binghamton,  I  wrote  to  Democrats  who  com¬ 
plained  of  their  exclusion:  —  “No  regulation  has  been  adopted 
which  prevents  any  citizen,  or  any  body  of  citizens,  from  nomi¬ 
nating  candidates  for  postmaster.  All  nominations  by  citizens 
will  be  considered.” 

A  case  in  the  quartermaster's  department  at  Philadelphia 
shows  that  I  have,  perhaps,  unintentionally  done  a  wrong.  In 
the  army,  as  to  appointments  and  employments,  it  is  said  by  the 
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quartermaster-general:  “The  President’s  requests  zvhich  we 
must  consider  as  orders.”  This  did  not  occur  to  me  when  I  said, 

“I  would  be  gratified  if  -  could  have  employment.”  But^ 

hereafter  I  will  uniformly  do  what  I  have  heretofore  intended 
to  do,  viz.,  give  endorsements  in  conformity  with  this  mem. :  — 
“The  President  does  not  direct  subordinate  appointments.  In 
cases  of  exceptional  merit  he  recommends  candidates  for  ap¬ 
pointment,  if  it  can  be  done  without  injustice  to  others,  and  con¬ 
sistently  with  the  good  of  the  service.  He  would  not  turn  out 
a  worthy  officer  to  replace  him  with  another.” 

May  14,  18/8.  —  Various  “confessions”  and  statements  lately 
made  by  McLin  and  Dennis  of  Florida,  and  others  of  Louisiana, 
as  to  frauds  in  the  elections  have  caused  the  Tilden  Democrats, 
aided  by  implacable  Republicans  of  the  Chandler  sort,  to  threaten 
investigations.  Yesterday  Mr.  Potter  offered  the  resolution  to 
go  into  it  in  the  House.  It  is  a  partisan  proceeding  for  merely 
partisan  ends.  If  the  Republicans  manage  well  their  side  of  the 
controversy,  I  suspect  it  will  damage  its  authors.  It  should 
be  opposed : — 

1.  As  partial  and  narrow.  If  investigation  is  to  be  had,  it 
should  embrace  all  the  questions  which  have  been  raised  touch¬ 
ing  the  fairness  and  legality  of  the  elections. 

2.  It  is  revolutionary ;  it  looks  to  overthrowing  the  solemn 
adjudication  of  the  Commission  as  confirmed  by  Congress.  Here¬ 
in  [in  this  relation]  should  be  given  a  full  history  of  the  origin, 
purpose,  and  understanding  as  to  the  Commission ;  the  action  of 
Congress,  etc.,  etc. 

3.  It  will  disturb  the  business  of  the  country. 

4.  It  interrupts  the  course  of  pacification  between  the  sections 
and  races,  and  revives  sectional  strife  and  deepens  the  color  line. 

5.  It  is  done  by  Tammany  —  by  the  New  York  rings.  It  is 
to  continue  the  rule  of  New  York  in  the  Democratic  party. 
Trace  this  power  in  the  nominations  of  1864,  1868,  1872,  and 
1876  in  the  Democratic  party. 

6.  It  is  not  in  the  interest  of  the  South.  They  want  peace, 
education,  improvements,  and  immigration. 

7.  It  is  not  in  the  interest  of  the  country. 
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May  15,  1878.  —  Education  is  our  greatest  present  national 
concern.  General  education  is  the  best  preventive  of  the  evils 
now  most  dreaded.  In  the  civilized  countries  of  the  world,  the 
question  is  how  to  distribute  most  generally  and  equally  the 
property  of  the  world.  As  a  rule,  where  education  is  most  gen¬ 
eral  the  distribution  of  property  is  most  general.  When  we  see 
what  wealth  is  doing  and  what  wealth  can  do,  we  begin  to  doubt 
the  aphorism,  “Knowledge  is  power.”  As  knowledge  spreads, 
wealth  spreads.  To  diffuse  knowledge  is  to  diffuse  wealth. 
To  give  all  an  equal  chance  to  acquire  knowledge  is  the  best  and 
surest  way  to  give  all  an  equal  chance  to  acquire  property. 

May  ip. —  The  House  of  Representatives  has  ordered  an  in¬ 
vestigation  of  the  elections  in  Florida  and  Louisiana.  The  reso¬ 
lutions  adopted  accuse  General  Noyes  and  Secretary  Sherman 
of  crookedness.  It  will  do  no  more  than  raise  a  dust,  throw 
dirt  and  the  like,  unless  it  is  intended,  as  I  seriously  suspect,  to 
lay  a  foundation  for  a  revolution.  There  is  a  purpose  with  the 
real  authors  to  reverse  the  result  of  the  last  election.  If  they 
are  sustained  in  the  elections  there  is  danger.  It  is  another 
rebellion ! 

Look  up  all  letters  from  Noyes,  Matthews,  [and]  Chandler,  to 
see  the  exact  condition  of  my  correspondence.  I  neither  knew 
nor  suspected  fraud  on  our  side.  The  danger  was  fraud  by  our 
adversaries. 

I  go  soon  to  Hampton  to  see  the  colored  school,  industrial 
school,  under  General  Armstrong.  I  must  speak  a  few  words 
on  the  education,  the  training,  needed  by  the  freedmen  and 
women.  They  need  something  more  than  the  learning  of  the 
schoolhouse.  Illiteracy  must  be  overcome.  But  industry,  self- 
reliance,  self-control,  economy,  thrift  —  the  virtues  Dr.  Franklin 
taught  so  well  —  are  of  still  greater  importance.  The  test,  one 
test  of  the  progress  of  the  colored  people  is,  do  they  own  prop¬ 
erty?  Do  they  own  houses?  Do  they  save  and  accumulate? 


Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  May  20,  1878. 
My  Darling  :  —  The  great  rooms  and  halls  are  lonely  with¬ 
out  you.  Your  voice  is  needful  to  my  comfort. 
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I  told  the  members  of  the  Cabinet  of  the  intended  wedding 
[of  General  Russell  Hastings  and  Miss  Emily  Platt]  this  after¬ 
noon.  Webb  will  probably  go  with  me  to  Hampton  tomorrow 
evening.  General  Devens,  McCrary,  and  Schurz  also  go  with  us. 

Politically  we  are  getting  into  a  more  lovely  frame  of  mind. 
[Governor  Wade]  Hampton  and  other  Southern  men  talk  out, 
and  the  dissentient  Republicans  are  in  better  temper. 

Webb  talks  pleasantly  of  our  home  in  the  woods  [Spiegel 
Grove],  An  Enguirer  man  from  Cincinnati  says  it  is  the  finest 
home  place  he  ever  saw.  . 

Mr.  Wheeler’s  beautiful  talk  about  you  must  have  tested  your 
nerves  pretty  severely.  But  no  doubt  you  bore  it  in  queenly 
modesty. 

Affectionately, 

Rutherford. 

Mrs.  Hayes, 

Malone,  New  York. 


May  31,  18/8.  —  Yesterday  at  Honorable  Edward  McPher¬ 
son’s  in  Gettysburg.  A  pleasant  and  satisfactory  time.  On  the 
way  up,  General  Butler  told  a  number  of  good  war  stories.  The 
story  of  his  running  the  battery  on  the  Mississippi  below  New 
Orleans ;  how  a  soldier  or  sailor  was  blown  to  pieces  by  a  shell 
exploding  in  him,  which  blinded  and  overthrew  General  Butler 
with  his  gore  and  flesh!  Also  the  story  of  his  voucher 
for  a  hand-organ  and  monkey  purchased  to  get  information 
which  enabled  him  to  seize  Baltimore!  Colonel  Robbins  of 
North  Carolina  and  General  Keifer  —  both  in  the  whole  war  on 
opposite  sides  —  made  the  return  trip  agreeable  with  interesting 
recollections. 

The  event  now  on  the  scene  is  the  investigation  as  to  the  elec¬ 
tion,  looking  to  ousting  the  Republicans  from  power  by  revolu¬ 
tionary  proceedings.  My  views  are  well  shown  by  Judge  Key’s 
letter,  Alexander  Stephens’  letter,  and  an  interview  somewhat 
inaccurately  reported  by  George  Alfred  Townsend.  I  never 
authorize  interviews.  This  one  I  did  not  suspect  at  the  time. 
[In  the  midst  of  my]  talking  with  Judge  Wills  on  the  subject, 
while  having  a  reception  [at  Gettysburg],  Mr.  Townsend  stepped 
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up,  and  [on  my]  continuing  the  conversation  got  up  the  so- 
called  interview  out  of  the  items  obtained. 

[William  Henry  Smith,  in  further  report  of  his  conversation 
with  Mr.  Hayes  in  June,  1883,  says:  — 

“Most  of  the  Democratic  party  did  not  want  a  row  when  the 
Potter  commission  was  gotten  up.  Potter  himself  was  reluctant 
to  serve  on  the  committee.  That  was  forced  by  Conkling  and 
Butler  on  the  Democrats.  A  meeting  was  held  at  the  latter’s 
house,  to  which  Democrats  had  been  invited.  Conkling  promised 
such  developments  as  would  compel  Hayes  to  flee  from  the 
White  House  within  ninety  days.  The  sequel  proved  the  de¬ 
velopments  to  be  such  testimony  as  lying  Jim  Anderson  —  red¬ 
headed  Jim  —  could  invent.  The  Democracy  waited  in  expect¬ 
ancy  for  a  long  time,  but  this  was  all  that  the  malignants,  Butler 
and  Conkling,  could  produce  to  redeem  their  pledge. 

“The  Potter  commission  withered  up  completely  after  the 
publication  of  the  ‘Gath’  [George  Alfred  Townsend]  stolen 
interview  at  Gettysburg.  The  night  before  Decoration  Day  a 
reception  was  given  at  the  residence  of  [Edward]  McPherson. 
Among  the  callers  was  Judge  Herron  (brother  of  the  President’s 
friend,  John  Herron  of  Cincinnati),  whom  the  President  knew 
well  and  was  glad  to  see.  He  asked  him  to  remain,  and,  while 
shaking  hands,  continued  to  converse  with  him  in  a  familiar 
way.  Among  other  things  mentioned  by  Judge  Herron  was  a 
rumor  that  the  President  was  to  be  put  out  of  the  Executive 
Office  on  report  of  the  Potter  committee.  ‘Who  is  to  take  my 
place?’  asked  the  President.  ‘Mr.  Tilden,’  replied  Mr.  Herron. 
‘Mr.  Tilden,’  said  the  President  with  characteristic  decision, 
‘will  be  arrested  and  shot.  He  cannot  attempt  to  take  posses¬ 
sion  of  the  White  House  without  a  fight.  That  means  civil  war, 
and  in  that  event  we  shall  whip  them  badly.’ 

“This  conversation  was  overheard  by  ‘Gath,’  and  written  up  by 
him  for  the  Philadelphia  Times.  Its  appearance  created  great 
excitement  and  the  next  day  correspondents  flocked  to  the  White 
House  to  ascertain  if  it  was  true.  Rogers  on  his  own  authority 
denied  that  there  was  any  such  interview.  He  went  into  the 
library  and  casually  asked  the  President  if  he  had  an  inter¬ 
view  while  at  Gettysburg  with  a  correspondent  of  the  Phila- 
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delphia  Times,  to  which  he  received  a  reply  in  the  negative. 
‘I  thought  so,’  said  he,  ‘and  have  denied  it.’  This  led  to  inquiry 
and  examination  of  the  ‘Gath’  publication.  The  President  saw 
that  it  was  his  conversation  with  Judge  Herron  which  the  cor¬ 
respondent  must  have  overheard,  and  instructed  Rogers  to  go 
directly  to  all  of  the  correspondents  he  had  seen  and  say  that ! 
he  was  not  authorized  to  deny  it  —  that  he  could  neither  con¬ 
firm  nor  deny  it.  The  experienced  correspondents  knew  very 
well  how  to  interpret  such  a  message. 

“This  evidence  of  courage  in  the  President  put  an  end  to  the 
Potter  business.”] 


June  2,  1878.  —  The  election  investigation  began  yesterday 
with  calling  as  a  witness  the  scamp  Anderson.  He  testified  that 
a  letter  was  given  to  himself  and  Webber,  election  officers  in 
the  Felicianas,  by  Sherman  to  induce  them  to  aid  in  fraud  in 
regard  to  the  election.  He  produced  a  copy,  as  he  said,  of  the 
letter.  It  is  not  a  letter  which  sustains  the  charge  even  if 
genuine.  He  also  testified  that  he  called  on  me  soon  after  I 
was  inaugurated  and  got  from  me  an  endorsement  to  Secretary 
Evarts  to  give  him  a  consulship  in  a  warm  climate. 

The  facts  are,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned:  He  came  to  me 
one  of  the  throng  of  office-seekers  early  in  my  term.  He  had  a 
strong  recommendation  from  a  trustworthy  citizen  of  Steuben¬ 
ville,  Ohio,  name  not  now  recollected,  and  testimonials  from 
Senators  Matthews  and  Kellogg  and  Representatives  Leonard, 
Darral,  [and]  Nash.  Nothing  was  said  which  led  me  to  sus¬ 
pect  that  he  had  been  guilty  of  any  crookedness,  or  that  any 
promises  had  been  made  to  him  in  my  name  or  otherwise.  The 
facts  stated  were  that  he  had  been  an  active  Republican  at  the 
risk  of  his  life  in  Louisiana  and  that,  on  account  of  his  activity 
as  a  Republican,  he  had  been  driven  from  his  home  and  business 
and  could  not  safely  return.  He  appeared  intelligent  and  cap¬ 
able.  Pie  represented  that  his  wife’s  health  required  him  to  go  to 
a  mild  climate.  Our  interview  lasted  only  a  few  minutes.  I 
thereupon  gave  him  a  recommendation  referred  to.  Afterwards, 
and  after  a  small  consulship  had  been  found  for  him,  I  learned 
from  an  anonymous  letter  signed  “Bulldozer,”  and  from  a  note 
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from  J.  A.  Straight,  facts  that  made  me  suspect  him.  I  also 
learned  from  Senator  Matthews  facts  that  induced  the  belief 
that  he  was  trying  to  levy  blackmail.  I  then  directed  that  noth¬ 
ing  should  be  done  for  him  until  his  character  was  investigated. 
The  result  was  that  no  office  was  given  to  him.  My  note  as  to 
his  character  is  on  file  in  the  State  Deparment  with  other  papers. 
The  files  show  clearly  the  action  by  me  and  the  reasons  for  it. 

As  to  the  alleged  frauds  and  perjury  of  Anderson  with  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  election  in  Feliciana,  I  never  heard  of  it  until  long 
after  his  papers  were  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

When  Anderson  was  recommended  by  me  for  a  place  in  a 
warm  climate  there  was  nothing  before  me  against  him,  and 
much  in  his  favor,  but  after  I  heard  the  facts  against  him,  I 
was  satisfied  we  had  no  place  as  warm  as  he  deserved,  and  so 
he  got  nothing!  Hence  this  trouble  with  us  now! 

Anderson  says  he  told  me  that  the  Feliciana  business  was 
“a  cheat.”  If  so  it  was  on  one  of  the  occasions  when  he  was 
under  the  influence  of  liquor  and  excited.  I  gave  him  no  serious 
attention  and  got  rid  of  him  as  soon  as  possible.  I  certainly 
never  promised  him  office  and  never  intended  to  give  him  office 
after  I  had  been  informed  of  his  true  character  and  conduct. 
He  could  have  been  appointed  if  it  had  been  deemed  proper, 
and  he  was  not  appointed  on  account  of  the  information  re¬ 
ceived  about  him. 

June  3,  1878.  —  Last  evening  with  Emily  Platt  and  Miss  Kent 
we  had  a  dinner  on  the  fifteen-pound  salmon  trout  caught  by 
Lucy  in  Lake  Saranac,  New  York.  Our  guests  were  Sherman, 
Key,  Thompson,  and  Schurz,  of  the  Cabinet,  and  Garfield, 
Keifer,  and  McKinley,  of  the  House.  We  talked  over  many  mat¬ 
ters.  Professor  Henry’s  unselfish  devotion  to  science.  General 
Garfield  said  Professor  Henry  did  show  some  feeling  when 
Morse  seemed  to  monopolize  the  honor  of  the  discovery  of  the 
telegraph.  That  he  was  willing  to  leave  him  the  profit  but  his 
own  right  to  the  fame  was  of  value  to  him.  General  Garfield 
also  spoke  of  Agassiz.  “He  quit  an  investigation  the  moment  it 
became  of  practical  use.  Then,  said  he,  there  are  enough  to 
carry  it  forward.” 
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Sherman  urged  the  Members  of  Congress  to  put  an  item  into 
the  appropriation  bill  giving  Professor  Henry’s  family  five  hun¬ 
dred  dollars  a  year  for  twenty-three  years’  unrequited  and 
valuable  service  in  [on]  the  Lighthouse  Board.  I  trust  it  will 
be  done. 

The  testimony  of  Anderson  was  talked  over.  The  general 
opinion  was  that  his  story  was  too  thin  to  do  serious  harm. 
Anderson  testified  that  June  13,  1877,  he  called  at  the  White 
House  to  see  me  with  General  Smith  (T.  C.  H.)  ;  that  Smith 
saw  me,  but  he  did  not;  that  Smith  came  out,  saying  that  “the 
President  for  political  considerations  wanted  something  satis¬ 
factory  done  for  him,  Anderson.” 

My  recollection  is  that  I  told  Smith  I  believed  Anderson  was 
a  great  scoundrel  and  that  I  wouldn’t  see  him,  and  wanted  noth¬ 
ing  further  to  do  with  him.  I  certainly  did  not  say  I  wanted 
him  to  have  office. 

June  5,  18/8.  —  Lucy  left  home  for  a  visit  with  [the]  Vice- 
President  (Mr.  Wheeler)  at  Malone  in  New  York  and  a  fishing 
tour  in  the  Adirondacks,  three  weeks  ago  next  Friday.  She  now 
expects  to  return  home  next  Saturday.  I  have  been  occasionally 
lonely  enough  without  her.  But  I  have  hoped  that  the  trip 
would  strengthen  her  after  the  wearing  duties  of  the  White 
House.  If  this  turns  out  to  be  so  I  shall  be  content. 

June  8,  1878.  —  The  weather  is  very  cool  for  the  season.  Yes¬ 
terday  I  rode  out  to  the  [Soldiers’]  Home  with  Webb,  Emily, 
and  Governor  Jewell.  Good  company  and  a  bright  bracing  air. 
This  morning  a  cold  rain. 

Last  evening  Webb  and  Emily  Platt  went  on  the  limited  ex¬ 
press  at  9:20  P.  M.  to  meet  Lucy  and  Fanny  in  New  York. 
Lucy  and  Fanny  have  been  gone  three  weeks  yesterday.  Too 
long  an  absence.  We  should  always  be  together.  They  will 
reach  here  tonight.  .  .  . 

June  9,  1878.  —  Lucy  and  Fanny  returned  last  night  from 
their  delightful  trip  to  Malone  and  the  Adirondacks,  both  fat¬ 
tened  and  browned  and  invigorated.  Great  happiness  to  have 
them  with  us  once  more. 
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June  14,  18/8.  —  Left  the  evening  of  the  nth  for  West  Point 
to  witness  the  graduating  exercises.  Had  a  most  delightful  sail 
up  the  Hudson  on  the  government  quartermaster  boat  under 

Captain  - .  A  lovely  visit  at  West  Point,  12th  and  13th, 

and  returned  the  afternoon  of  the  13th  down  the  Hudson  in 
[the]  same  boat. 

June  — ,  18/8.  —  Went  with  Lucy  and  Crump  to  Mount  Ver¬ 
non,  June  20.  Slept  in  Lafayette’s  room.  [On  the]  23rd  went 
to  Pohick  church.  Returning  stopped  at  Mr.  Troth’s  a  few 
minutes  and  at  Mr.  Mason’s  at  Woodlawn.  A  delightful  day. 
Slept  again  in  Lafayette’s  room  (now  the  New  Jersey  room). 
Mrs.  Halstead  of  Newark,  New  Jersey,  and  Mrs.  Hudson  of 
Connecticut  (Stratford),  Colonel  Hollingsworth,  and  the  two 
McDermotts  were  friendly  hosts.  Returned  with  Major  Breck¬ 
inridge  on  government  boat  —  Captain  Travis. 

The  notable  political  event  of  the  month  is  the  adjournment 
of  Congress  the  19th  (at  7  A.  M.,  20th).  I  went  with  all  the 
Cabinet  to  the  President’s  room  in  the  Capitol  at  12  M.,  19th 
Remained  a  few  hours  when  the  date  of  the  adjournment  was 
changed  from  19th,  6  P.  M.,  to  19th,  10  P.  M.  We  returned  at 
8  P.  M.  Time  changed  to  1  A.  M.,  again  to  3  A.  M.,  then  to  5  A. 
M.,  and  finally  to  7  A.  M.,  20th!  Too  many  of  the  Enrollment 
Committee  of  the  House  were  drunk !  So  of  the  clerks !  The 
colored  member,  Rainey,  of  South  Carolina,  kept  sober  and  alone 
secured  attention  to  the  Sundry  Civil  Service  Bill,  appropriating 
many  millions — perhaps  eighteen  million  dollars !  At  last  one  or 
two  important  pages  relating  to  the  Hot  Springs  were  omitted 
or  stolen  from  the  bill.  It  should,  he  investigated. 

The  family  event  of  the  month  was  the  quiet,  beautiful  wed¬ 
ding  of  my  niece  Emily  Platt  to  General  Russell  Hastings. 

July  1,  1878.  —  We  intend  to  go  tomorrow  to  the  centennial 
celebration  of  the  massacre  of  Wyoming.  We  shall  dine  and 
have  a  reception  at  Governor  Hartranft’s  tomorrow  evening. 
The  next  day,  the  third,  will  be  spent  in  the  valley  of  Wyoming 
and  the  Fourth  will  be  spent  at  Wilkes-Barre.  I  shall  probably 
say  a  few  words  at  Harrisburg  —  very  few.  I  may  allude  to 
the  centennial  anniversaries  of  the  important  events  of  the  Revo- 
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lutionary  War ;  the  number  of  them  which  occurred  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  the  example  afforded  by  Philadelphia  in  1876. 

At  Wyoming  I  may  say  a  word  or  two  about  the  peculiarity 
of  the  event  celebrated.  The  anniversary  is  not  in  honor  of 
•warriors  or  their  deeds,  or  of  statesmen  and  their  achievements, 
but  in  commemoration  of  the  pioneers  —  the  men  and  women 
who  encountered  disease  and  hardship,  danger  and  suffering, 
to  reclaim  the  wilderness  and  turn  [it]  into  civilized  homes.  We 
have  now  on  our  western  and  southwestern  borders  in  Wyoming 
and  Montana,  in  Idaho  and  Oregon,  in  Arizona  and  Texas,  large 
numbers  of  our  countrymen  engaged  as  pioneer  settlers  in  a 
struggle  with  difficulties  and  dangers,  not  different  from  those 
which  the  pioneers  of  the  Susquehanna  Valley  encountered. 
How  can  we  best  aid  them  ?  The  Indians  are  the  most  dreaded 
danger.  How  to  deal  with  them  is  a  problem  which  for  nearly 
three  centuries  has  remained  almost  unsolved.  The  founder  of 
Pennsylvania  came  nearer  to  a  successful  solution  of  it  than  any 
other  of  the  founders  of  colonies  in  the  United  States.  Two 
leading  ideas  seem  to  be  at  the  foundation  of  a  successful 
Indian  policy.  With  these  always  in  view  the  early  settlers  may 
have  safety. 

1.  Let  all  our  dealings  with  the  redman  be  characterized  by 
justice  and  good  faith,  and  let  there  be  the  most  liberal  provision 
for  his  physical  wants,  for  education  in  its  widest  sense,  and  for 
religious  instruction  and  training.  To  do  this  will  cost  money, 
but  like  all  money  well  expended,  it  is  wise  economy. 

2.  If  by  reason  of  the  intrigues  of  the  whites  or  from  any 
cause  Indian  wars  come,  then  let  us  correct  the  errors  of  the 
past.  Always  the  numbers  and  prowess  of  the  Indians  have 
been  underrated. 

July  7,  1878.  —  We  enjoyed  our  trip  to  Wyoming.  We  dined 
on  the  second  at  Governor  Hartranft’s  in  Harrisburg  and  had  an 
agreeable  reception  in  the  evening.  The  clergymen  were  par¬ 
ticularly  hearty.  On  the  third  we  reached  Mr.  Pettibone’s  in 
Wyoming  near  the  monument,  about  9  A.  M.  or  earlier.  I  spoke 
in  the  tent  offhand,  but  acceptably.  The  reports  were  not  well 
taken  by  reason  of  confusion.  But  the  reception  of  the  speech 
by  Judge  Packer  and  other  intelligent  people  was  satisfactory. 
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It  ought,  however,  to  have  been  written  out  by  me  for  the  press. 
As  reported  it  looks  disjointed.  At  Wilkes-Barre  our  stay  was 
most  enjoyable.  The  miners  and  the  wealthy  were  equally  cor¬ 
dial.  Wilkes-Barre  is  a  beautiful  town  with  a  fine  site  on  the 
Susquehanna.  Here  our  hospitable  friends,  Phelps,  Cunning¬ 
ham,  and  Parrish  entertained  us. 

My  next  visit  is  to  Ohio.  Simply  a  great  soldiers’  reunion 
at  Newark.  Let  me  prepare  a  short  speech  or  two  for  the  press. 

The  Home,  July  io,  1878.  —  Came  out  to  the  Soldiers’  Home 
tonight.  A  fine  cooling  thunder-shower.  The  last  few  days 
very  hot ;  88  degrees  in  the  White  House. 

July  12. —  Weather  still  very  warm.  Attended  yesterday  the 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Soldiers’  Homes  at 
the  Surgeon  General’s  office  in  order  to  make  a  quorum  —  seven. 
General  Butler  presided.  He  was  very  polite ! 

Wednesday  A.  M.,  Soldiers’  Home,  July  24,  1878.  —  We  left 
here  about  7  [last  Friday  evening]  after  a  fine  thunder-shower, 
and  at  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  depot  took  the  private 
car  of  President  Garrett  —  Mrs.  Sollar,  Miss  Willock  of  Lan¬ 
caster,  Ohio,  General  Sherman,  General  E.  B.  Tyler,  General 
Devens,  Webb,  and  self.  A  pretty  comfortable  night.  Saturday 
very  hot.  The  motion  of  the  cars  in  the  mountains  made  Mrs. 
Sollar  and  General  Tyler  seasick.  Met  by  crowds  at  Zanesville 
and  Newark.  Got  quietly  and  almost  unobserved  into  Columbus. 
Found  all  well  at  Laura’s  and  [had  a]  delightful  time.  Sunday 
a  north  wind  brought  relief.  [July]  22,  Monday,  Newark, 
weather  good,  demonstration  successful.  Stand  too  weak  as 
usual.  Keifer’s  speech  good  and  delivered  admirably.  I  got  off 
a  few  words  satisfactorily. 

Found  all  well  on  our  return ;  absence,  four  days. 


Private. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  July  24,  1878. 
My  dear  N — :  —  I  have  your  letter  of  the  21st.  You  evi¬ 
dently  have  not  heard  of  the  rule  —  an  ungracious  and  embar¬ 
rassing  rule  —  which  I  felt  it  was  my  duty  to  adopt  against  the 
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appointment  of  relatives  to  office.  No  man  connected  with  me 
by  blood  or  marriage  has  received  any  appointment  at  my  hands. 
I  need  not  say  that  there  have  been  applicants.  No  doubt  a 
number  have  felt  severely  my  refusal  to  give  them  places.  Gen¬ 
erally,  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  say,  my  course  on  this  subject  has 
been  approved  by  my  own  and  by  my  wife’s  kindred.  I  need 
not  argue  the  propriety  of  the  course.  As  you  say,  “Enough 
is  as  good  as  a  feast.” 

You  speak  of  local  places  which  you  would  like  to  have.  Such 
places  are  usually  filled  by  incumbents  of  local  offices.  Of 
course  I  do  not  dictate  or  oppose  such  appointments.  I  simply 
let  them  alone. 

This  is  a  hard  letter  to  write.  I  feel  the  value  of  what  you 
have  done.  I  am  persuaded  of  the  warmth  and  sincerity  of  your 
friendship.  More  than  most  men,  I  suspect,  I  feel  the  ties  of 
kinship  and  the  duties  they  impose.  Your  qualifications  and 
fitness  for  any  duty  you  would  undertake,  I  know  are  ample. 
But  the  principle  is  in  the  way.  Hence  this  awkward  and,  I 
fear  you  will  think,  this  cold  and  unfriendly  note. 

Sincerely, 

H.  S.  Noyes.  R.  B.  Hayes. 


July  2p.  —  In  conversation  with  General  Robinson,  Tanner, 
and  a  gentleman  from  Albany  I  spoke  of  the  fact  that  Conkling 
and  Butler  were  generally  regarded  as  at  the  bottom  of  the 
Potter  investigation.  Tanner  now  writes  for  proof  in  order  to 
injure  Mr.  Conkling.  I  reply: 

Private. 

July  26,  1878. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  The  impression  you  refer  to,  so  common 
here,  may  not  be  well  founded.  No  doubt  it  is  largely  traceable 
to  the  World  correspondent’s  disclosures.  Whether  true  or  not 
I  see  no  reason  for  its  dissemination.  Certainly,  I  shall  have 
nothing  to  do  with  it.  My  course  is  not  based  on  personal 
grounds.  Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Major  James  Tanner. 
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July  28,  18/8.  —  Yesterday  afternoon  took  a  sail  on  [the] 
revenue  steamer  Ewing  down  the  Potomac  below  Mount  Vernon. 
Sherman,  Key,  Mr.  Upton,  Dr.  Wilson,  Lucy,  Sherman’s 
daughter  and  another  little  girl,  Clark,  Superintendent  of  the 
Service,  etc.,  etc.  Showery  and  cool.  A  pleasant  trip. 

The  event  of  the  week  is  the  South  Carolina  case.  In  eight 
or  ten  States  of  the  South,  in  the  mountain  regions,  embracing 
perhaps  sixty  counties  in  all,  with  possibly  a  population  of  a 
million  or  more,  the  tax  on  whiskey  can’t  be  collected;  or  if  col¬ 
lected,  it  is  with  a  good  deal  of  difficulty.  Hitherto  there  has 
been  a  great  deal  of  evasion  and  some  violence  and  bloodshed. 
But  while  public  men  and  the  courts  in  that  region  have  winked 
at  the  violations  of  law,  there  have  been,  I  think,  no  attempts 
to  array  the  Governments  of  the  States  concerned  against  the 
United  States. 

The  appearances  now  indicate  that  in  South  Carolina  there  is 
danger  of  this.  Governor  Hampton  is  a  conservative  and 
wishes  to  see  the  laws  enforced  without  violence.  But  a  state 
circuit  judge  in  a  carefully  prepared  opinion  holds  the  United 
States  laws  unconstitutional.  This  is  in  a  case  where  a  homicide 
was  committed  by  United  States  officers  in  an  attempt  to  arrest 
a  violator  of  the  revenue  laws.  The  officers  were  prosecuted 
in  the  state  courts  for  the  homicide.  They  sought  to  remove 
their  cases  from  the  state  court  into  the  United  States  court. 
The  state  judge,  Judge  Kershaw,  held  that  this  could  not  be 
done,  and  refused  to  allow  or  order  the  sheriff  to  produce  the 
officers,  his  prisoners,  before  the  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States  in  obedience  to  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  cum  causa. 
This  presents  a  conflict  of  jurisdiction  which  may  lead  to  serious 
results. 

July  jo.  —  The  whiskey  cases  in  the  South  call  for  wise  and 
firm  conduct.  No  doubt  the  Government  is  a  good  deal  crippled 
in  its  means  of  enforcing  the  laws  by  the  proviso  attached  to  the 
Army  Appropriation  Bill  which  prohibits  the  use  of  the  army 
as  a  posse  comitatus  to  aid  United  States  officers  in  the  execution 
of  process.  The  States  may  and  do  employ  state  military  force 
to  support  as  a  posse  comitatus  the  state  civil  authorities.  If  a 
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conflict  of  jurisdiction  occurs  between  the  State  and  the  United 
States  on  any  question,  the  United  States  is  thus  placed  at  a 
great  disadvantage.  But  in  the  last  resort,  I  am  confident  that 
the  laws  give  the  Executive  ample  power  to  enforce  obedience  to 
United  States  process.  The  machinery  is  cumbersome  and  its 
exercise  will  tend  to  give  undue  importance  to  petty  attempts 
to  resist  or  evade  the  laws.  But  I  must  use  such  machinery  as 
the  laws  give. 

Without  passion  or  haste,  the  enforcement  of  the  laws  must  go 
on.  If  the  sheriffs  or  other  state  officers  resist  the  laws,  and  by 
the  aid  of  state  militia  do  it  successfully,  that  is  a  case  of  re¬ 
bellion  to  be  dealt  with  under  the  laws  framed  to  enable  the 
Executive  to  subdue  combinations  or  conspiracies  too  powerful 
to  be  suppressed  by  the  ordinary  civil  officers  of  the  United 
States.  This  involves  proclamations,  the  movement  of  United 
States  land  and  naval  forces,  and  possibly  the  calling  out  of 
volunteers,  and  this  looks  like  war.  It  is  like  the  Whiskey  Re¬ 
bellion  in  the  time  of  Washington.  That  precedent,  if  the  case 
demands  it,  will  be  followed.  Good  citizens  who  wish  to  avoid 
such  a  result  must  see  to  it  that  neither  their  State  Governments 
nor  mobs  undertake  to  prevent  United  States  officers  from  en¬ 
forcing  the  laws.  My  duty  is  plain.  The  laws  must  be  enforced. 


Private. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  August  i,  1878. 

My  dear  S — : — Again  there  is  talk  about  the  district  at¬ 
torneyship  at  Chicago.  Root  was  here  —  appears  well.  But 
there  is  also  much  talk  about  popular  soldiers.  Is  there  such  a 
man,  fit  and  suitable?  Or  is  Root  the  man? 

I  am  threatened  by  a  blackmailer  with  a  little  bit  of  a  scan¬ 
dalous  publication  if  I  don’t  give  him  an  office!  Of  course  I 
will  not  buy  him  off,  and  he  may  publish.  If  he  does  you  will 
know  there  is  nothing  in  it  worth  attention. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  William  Henry  Smith. 

3  3  * 
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August  2.  —  Good  rains ;  thunder-storms  yesterday  and  the 
day  before.  Sultry  between  showers. 

In  June  my  private  secretary  during  the  second  term  as  Gov¬ 
ernor  (1870-72),  Colonel  Neil,  came  from  Salt  Lake,  where 
he  is  assistant  postmaster,  after  a  consulship.  He  had  with 
him  a  gentleman  of  some  apparent  importance,  Lycurgus  Edger- 
ton.  It  soon  appeared  that  Edgerton  wanted  to  get  Neil  ap¬ 
pointed  a  consul  to  some  important  place  in  France  to  advance 
his  (Edgerton’s)  interests  in  selling  silver-mining  stocks  in 
Utah.  Edgerton  professed  to  have  great  influence  with  Mr. 
Evarts.  But  he  failed  to  get  the  office.  He  failed  also  to  get 
a  place  on  the  Silver  Commission  which  he  wanted  for  himself. 
Now  he  threatens  to  publish  damaging  things  about  me  if  I  don’t 
appoint  Neil  to  an  office.  His  exposures  are:  —  1.  My  insin¬ 
cerity  and  broken  promises  to  Neil  in  regard  to  the  office  sought. 
2.  That  I  grossly  insulted  Mrs.  Neil  by  kissing  her  when  she 
called  on  me  at  the  White  House. 

As  to  the  first,  there  is  nothing  worth  remarking  on.  As  to  the 
second,  there  was  no  offense.  Mrs.  Neil’s  father  and  I  were 
old  acquaintances  in  Cincinnati  before  she  was  born.  When  she 
married  Neil  he  was  my  private  secretary,  and  both  were  in 
the  habit  of  saying  they  could  not  have  married  but  for  my 
appointment.  A  friendly  kiss  of  greeting  had  been  common.  I 
saw  no  offense  taken  by  her.  But  now  Edgerton  proposes  to 
regard  this  as  an  insult  which  can  only  be  atoned  for  by  an 
office!  In  fact,  the  only  offense  was  the  refusal  to  appoint. 
Colonel  Neil  has  nothing  to  do  with  this,  I  am  confident.  Before 
he  left  I  told  him  that  any  vacant  office  in  Utah,  it  would  be 
proper  for  him  to  apply  for,  and  that  I  would  consider  the  case 
favorably.  But  now  Edgerton  kicks  this  over! 

Monday,  August  5,  1878.  —  Lucy  left  this  evening  with  Birch 
and  Fanny  to  visit  for  a  week  or  ten  days  Judge  Swayne’s  family 
at  Newport. 

Today  we  had  the  heaviest  storm  of  rain  and  hail  I  have 
ever  seen.  With  Birch  in  the  Fremont  carriage  —  the  greys 
driven  by  Albert  —  we  were  weather-bound  in  Vermont  Avenue 
near  N  [Street]  over  half  an  hour.  No  harm  done. 
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Confidential. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  August  5,  1878. 
Mv  dear  S — :  —  Mrs.  Hayes  has  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Smith 
which  speaks  of  handbills  announcing  that  I  will  be  in  Chicago 
at  the  Fireman’s  Tournament,  September  4.  My  reply  to  the 
mayor  was  intended  to  be  that  I  would  not  be  able  to  attend. 
Awkwardly  enough,  I  do  expect  to  attend  the  Minnesota  State 
Fair  about  that  time,  and  would  naturally  pass  through  Chicago. 
I  don’t  want  to  be  on  exhibition  when  I  can  avoid  it.  What  can 
you  suggest  ?  I  think  my  engagement  at  St.  Paul  is  on  the  4th. 

Colonel  Kellar  is  winning  victories  in  Memphis,  you  notice. 
I  am  sorry  it  is  mixed  up  with  soft  money,  but  as  it  divides  the 
solid  South,  I  think  we  may  welcome  it.  . 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  William  Henry  Smith. 


August  6.  —  It  is  plain  that  the  Civil  Service  reform  has  made 
some  progress. 

1.  No  assessments  on  office-holders  are  now  allowed.  If  it 
is  charged  in  any  case,  the  officer  concerned  hastens  to  deny  it. 
Even  the  enemies  of  reform  in  the  party  now  give  it  up.  (See 
Gorham’s  letter.) 

2.  Office-holders  have  in  great  degree  ceased  to  interfere 
in  party  management.  If  accused  of  it,  they  deny  it. 

3.  Appointments  are  no  longer  regarded  as  belonging  to 
Congressmen. 

4.  No  relatives  are  appointed  to  office  by  the  President. 

5.  No  misconduct  of  any  sort,  no  corruption  in  office,  is 
covered  up  by  the  Administration.  All  officers  understand  that 
a  betrayal  of  trust  will  lead  “to  speedy,  unsparing,  and  thorough 
prosecution  and  punishment.” 

6.  Appointments  less  partisan  than  any  time  before  since 
[J-  Q  ]  Adams’  time, 

7.  No  partisan  service  required  of  any  public  officer. 


496 


RUTHERFORD  BIRCHARD  HAYES 


Thursday,  August  8,  1878.  —  I  probably  go  to  St.  Paul  the  first 
week  in  September.  In  the  remarks  I  may  be  required  to  make 
I  will  present  some  facts  bearing  on  our  financial  condition. 
This  is  the  subject  which  now  attracts  the  attention  and  deserves 
the  careful  consideration  of  the  country.  For  five  years,  ever 
since  the  panic  which  began  in  September,  1873,  the  whole 
business  of  the  country  has  been  greatly  depressed.  That  de¬ 
pression,  wide-spread  and  general,  demands  and  receives  a  large 
share  of  the  attention  of  thoughtful  people. 

In  Maine  a  friend  says  the  friends  of  the  Administration  are 
many  of  them  not  disposed  to  support  the  Republican  ticket  be¬ 
cause  the  convention  passed  no  resolutions  sustaining  the  Ad¬ 
ministration.  The  truth  is,  they  passed  no  resolutions  on  the 
subject.  They  said  nothing  on  the  questions  of  the  past;  noth¬ 
ing  on  any  subject  likely  to  divide  the  party.  They  simply  took 
the  right  side  on  the  question  whether  the  people  shall  have 
honest  money.  They  made  this  their  sole  issue.  This  is  like 
my  contest  in  Ohio  in  1875.  It  is  now  the  real  issue  before 
the  country.  It  is  the  only  very  important  question.  The  Re¬ 
publicans  of  Maine  are  fighting  the  battle  for  a  sound  currency, 
for  honest  money,  for  a  currency  of  gold  and  silver  and  of 
paper  redeemable  in  gold  and  silver  at  the  will  of  the  holder. 
My  sympathies  are  all  with  them.  I  hope  they  will  succeed. 
No  Republican  ought  to  hesitate  in  that  conflict. 


Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  August  8,  1878. 

My  dear  S — :  —  You  were  right  as  to  the  importance  of  giv¬ 
ing  reasons  in  a  succinct  form  for  the  New  York  change.  I 
directed  it  to  be  done,  and  in  part  it  was  attended  to,  but  not  as 
it  should  have  been.  The  truth  is  “the  Administration  is  not 
well  edited.”  None  of  my  excellent  associates  possess  the 
editorial  talent  or  experience.  But  the  [San  Francisco]  Bulletin 
should  know  that  the  order  has  not  been  modified.  In  Massa¬ 
chusetts  where  he  [the  writer]  says  Devens  modified  it,  it 
is  today  well  enforced,  and  the  evil  it  aimed  to  destroy  is  almost 
unknown. 

I  have  written  about  the  trip.  I  don’t  want  a  reception  at 
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Chicago.  I  want  to  get  through  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  St. 
Paul  and  return. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  William  Henry  Smith, 

Chicago. 

[Mr.  Smith  had  written  August  5:  — 

“At  the  time  of  the  removal  of  Collector  Arthur  I  suggested 
the  publication  of  the  special  reports  of  the  commisisoners  as  a 
sure  way  of  silencing  unfriendly  criticism,  and  as  being  due  to 
the  press,  friendly  to  your  Administration  who  otherwise  would 
be  unable  to  meet  the  criticisms  in  an  intelligent  manner.  As 
confirming  this  opinion  the  comments  of  the  San  Francisco 
Bulletin,  which  I  enclose,  are  entitled  to  consideration.  The 
Bulletin  is  the  ablest  and  best  of  the  papers  on  the  Pacific  Coast; 
conservative,  and  friendly  to  you.  But  not  having  the  facts 
before  him,  the  editor  has  been  able  to  see  nothing  but  our 
abandonment  of  civil  service  [reform]  in  the  removal  of  Arthur 
and  appointment  of  Merritt. 

“You  have  been  pleased  to  give  me  credit  for  political  sagacity, 
and  I  feel  that  if  I  was  ever  entitled  to  your  good  opinion  I  am 
in  this  matter.  If  I  could  have  the  publication  of  the  reports  in 
my  hands,  the  result  would  be  to  greatly  strengthen  you.  The 
fullest  publicity  of  the  transactions  of  your  Administration  and 
reliance  on  the  intelligent  reading  classes,  are  the  best  methods 
for  defeating  the  implacables. 

“I  have  written  to  Mr.  Pickering,  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
Bulletin,  privately,  hoping  thereby  to  forestall  any  further 
criticisms.”] 


Soldiers’  Home,  August  p,  18 j8.  —  Nothing  brings  out  the 
lower  traits  of  human  nature  like  office-seeking.  Men  of  good 
character  and  impulses  are  betrayed  by  it  into  all  sorts  of  mean¬ 
ness.  Disappointment  makes  them  unjust  to  the  last  degree. 

August  12.  —  George  H.  Forster,  an  able  lawyer  of  New  York 
City,  dined  with  me  Friday  and  talked  over  the  whole  situation. 


498 


RUTHERFORD  BIRCHARD  HAYES 


The  enemies  of  the  Administration  have  the  organization  in  their 
hands  and  will  control  the  party  in  the  State.  But  a  majority 
of  the  good  citizens  outside  of  the  politicians  are  sound,  so  Mr. 
Forster  says,  and  in  time  they  will  control  the  organization.  All 
this  is  of  small  importance,  if  I  can  keep  in  the  right  path,  and 
carry  forward  the  good  cause. 


Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  August  12,  1878. 

My  dear  S — :  —  Your  letter  received.  First  and  most  im¬ 
portant,  quit  work,  take  care  of  your  health,  keep  cool,  and  let 
the  heathen,  rage. 

Second,  I  would  like  to  stay  a  week  with  you,  but  I  can’t  do 
more  than  as  follows:  Are  you  surely  right  as  to  the  firemen 
taking  up  the  third?  If  so  I  can  do  this.  Leave  Fremont  Mon¬ 
day  evening,  September  2,  reach  Chicago  Tuesday  morning,  stop 
with  Drake*  over  the  third,  leave  for  St.  Paul  morning  of  fourth, 
reach  St.  Paul  night  of  fourth,  and  remain  over  fifth.  Return 
sixth  and  seventh  to  Fremont.  Possibly  I  may  go  west  from 
St.  Paul  for  three  days.  Now,  if  you  and  Mrs.  Smith  can  go 
with  us  from  Chicago,  I  shall  be  particularly  pleased.  I  shall 
also  ask  General  Sheridan  to  go. 

Will  it  do  to  talk  a  few  sensible  sentences  about  financial 
affairs  on  my  trip? 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  William  Henry  Smith. 

Private. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  August  19,  1878. 

My  dear  S — :  —  I  have  yours  of  the  15th.  The  programme 
you  state  still  sticks  without  change.  ...  But  I  am  getting 
letters  from  Wisconsin  which  lead  me  to  think  of  yielding  to 
their  urgent  invitation  to  return  via  Madison  and  stop  the  tenth 
at  their  State  Fair.  They  have  organized  a  system  of  pressure 
upon  me  which  is  so  admirably  done  that  it  deserves  success. 

♦John  B.  Drake,  Grand  Pacific  Hotel. 
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The  Governor,  Senators,  and  Representatives  have  written. 
Howe  is  particularly  polite !  On  the  other  hand  must  I  give  up 
to  political  pressure? 

I  suspect  the  Memphis  sorrow  [yellow  fever  epidemic]  is 
greatly  exaggerated  by  the  panic-stricken  people.  We  do  all 
we  can  for  their  relief. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  William  Henry  Smith. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  August  28,  1878. 

My  dear  S — :  —  I  send  you  the  substance  of  the  talks  I 
shall  make,  if  I  make  any,  in  the  West.  This  is  rather  a  message 
than  a  speech,  but  I  shall  not  adhere  closely  to  the  text.  I  send 
it  to  you  for  suggestion.  I  do  not  want  to  talk  at  all  at  Chicago, 
and  trust  you  will  be  able  to  arrange  it  so. 

What  is  the  general  feeling  about  business? 

I  leave  here  Friday  evening.  If  you  have  anything  to  say, 
please  send  it  to  me  at  Fremont,  where  I  shall  be  Sunday  and 
Monday. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  William  Henry  Smith. 

Private. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  August  29,  1878. 

My  dear  S — : —  The  printed  mem.  for  remarks  which  I 
sent  you  contained  on  6th  and  7th  pages  what  I  do  not  want 
used.  In  the  place  of  it  are  a  few  figures  and  sentences  on  the 
balance  of  trade  which  I  send  you. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  William  Henry  Smith. 


September  1  {Sunday),  18/8.  Fremont,  Ohio.  —  We  .  .  . 
reached  here  last  night.  At  depot  many  friends  met  us;  no 
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speeches;  a  band  accompanied  us  home.  Here  Mrs.  Savage  and 
[family]  — cousins  (second)  — are  in  possession  of  our  pleasant 
home,  keeping  it  in  beautiful  condition.  Rutherford  is  here, 
making  the  family  circle  complete  for  the  first  time  since  the 
silver  wedding. 


Fremont,  Ohio,  September  15,  1878. 

My  dear  S — :  —  I  write  to  express  my  special  thanks  to  you. 
Our  trip  to  the  Northwest  has  been  in  all  respects  one  of  the 
most  gratifying  events  of  my  life.  There  may  have  been  friction 
and  unpleasantness,  at  more  than  one  place,  but  they  were  kept 
out  of  my  sight  and  were  to  me  as  if  they  had  not  been.  Al¬ 
together,  our  remembrance  of  the  visit  is  the  most  agreeable 
conceivable. 

With  love  to  Mrs.  Smith,  yourself,  and  yours,  I  am, 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  William  Henry  Smith. 


Soldiers’  Home ,  September  26,  18/8.  Thursday.  —  Yester¬ 
day  at  10  A.  M.  we,  that  is,  Lucy,  Birchard,  Rutherford,  Fanny, 
and  Scott,  with  our  faithful  men,  Crump  and  Isaiah,  reached 
the  White  House  after  twenty-six  days’  absence.  A  most  happy, 
successful,  and  I  hope,  useful  trip.  At  Pittsburgh,  our  last  stop¬ 
ping-place,  the  reception  and  welcome  was  most  enthusiastic. 
Nothing  of  the  sort  could  have  been  finer. 

I  met  at  Chicago  many  gentlemen  who  were  very  kind  to  me 
—  Howe,  MacVeagh,  Baker,  Phelps,  Walker.  At  the  banquet 
took  Mrs.  Clinton  Locke,  wife  of  Rev.  Dr.  Locke,  to  the  table. 

October  1,  18/8.  —  Upon  the  whole  the  Western  trip  was  the 
happiest  and  most  useful  trip  yet  made.  It  certainly  strengthened 
my  Administration  and  our  greetings  showed  that  we  were  al¬ 
ready  strong.  I  go  tonight  to  New  York  to  attend  the  meeting 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Peabody  Education  Fund. 

I  go  to  a  fair  at  Winchester,  Virginia,  the  16th. 
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On  the  subject  of  money  we  can’t  be  wiser  than  the  Con¬ 
stitution.  The  money  of  the  Constitution  is  coin.  By  a  law 
established  by  the  common  consent  of  all  mankind,  the  precious 
metals,  gold  and  silver,  have  been  the  standard  of  value  in  all 
countries  and  ages,  and  that  law  can  no  more  be  repealed  by  act 
of  Congress  than  the  law  of  gravitation.  It  is  fundamental  and 
irrepealable.  The  fathers  of  our  Constitution  embodied  it  in 
their  great  work.  There  it  will  stand.  .  .  . 

Soldiers’  Home,  near  Washington,  October  5,  i8j8. — Yester¬ 
day  I  was  fifty-six  years  old.  I  returned  with  Lucy  and  my  old 
friend,  John  W.  Herron,  from  New  York,  about  daylight.  The 
dome  as  the  sun  was  rising  behind  it  was  an  object  of  singular 
beauty.  My  first  meeting  at  the  Fifth  Avenue  Hotel  with  the 
Peabody  Trustees  was  an  agreeable  one.  Mr.  [R.  C.]  Winthrop 
presided.  He  is  an  exceedingly  interesting  old  gentleman.  Mr. 
A.  H.  H.  Stewart,  of  Staunton,  Virginia,  impressed  me  most 
favorably  as  an  able,  kind,  and  cultured  Virginian  of  the  old 
school.  General  Dick  Taylor  is  a  witty  talker,  polite  and  liberal. 
Dr.  Sears,  the  agent,  does  the  work  of  the  board,  and,  I  think, 
does  it  wisely  and  well. 

Touching  my  birthday.  I  was  never  on  the  whole  happier 
than  I  am  now.  My  health,  and  that  of  my  wife  also,  is  very 
good.  Our  elevation  has  net,  I  am  sure,  turned  our  heads. 
The  abuse  of  us  and  the  honest  but  severe  criticism  do  not 
sour  us.  I  try  to  judge  fairly  as  to  what  is  said  and  “to  improve” 
all  just  criticism.  My  Administration  is  no  doubt  stronger 
than  ever  before.  The  appeal  to  the  people  on  grounds  of  a 
non-partisan  character  has  been  successful.  I  must  in  the  future 
be  more  and  more  careful  to  do  only  what  is  wise  and  right. 

I  am  told  by  Mr.  Rainey,  colored  Congressman  from  South 
Carolina,  that  in  Sumter  and  other  counties  the  whites  are  re¬ 
sorting  to  intimidation  and  violence  to  prevent  the  colored  people 
from  organizing  for  the  elections.  The  division  there  is  still 
on  the  color  line.  Substantially  all  the  whites  are  Democrats 
and  all  the  colored  people  are  Republicans.  There  is  no  political 
principle  in  dispute  between  them.  The  whites  have  the  in¬ 
telligence,  the  property,  and  the  courage  which  make  power. 
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The  negroes  are  for  the  most  part  ignorant,  poor,  and  timid. 
My  view  is  that  the  whites  must  be  divided  there  before  a  better 
state  of  things  will  prevail. 

How  to  deal  with  debts;  the  value  of  the  public  credit,  and 
how  to  sustain  it;  what  constitutes  a  sound,  safe,  and  stable 
currency.  No  man  living  or  dead  has  given  or  can  give  better 
advice  than  James  Madison.  On  these  subjects,  no  man  can  be 
wiser  than  the  Constitution,  for  whose  formation  and  adoption 
he  did  so  much. 

October  8  (Sunday),  1878.  —  My  talk  at  Orange  Court  House, 
Virginia,  Wednesday,  must  be  very  brief  and  confined  to  the 
services  of  Madison.  His  name  is  linked  inseparably  with  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  He  is  called  its  father. 
No  man  did  more  in  its  formation,  and  no  man  did  more  to 
procure  its  adoption  by  the  States.  As  long  as  free  constitu¬ 
tional  governments  exist,  his  work  will  be  held  in  grateful  re¬ 
membrance.  He  was  wise  on  all  the  questions  of  his  time. 
More  than  that  his  wisdom  embodied  in  our  Constitution  solves 
every  doubtful  question  which  has  arisen  since  his  time,  and  all 
the  questions  of  the  present  epoch. 


Private. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  October  6,  1878. 

My  dear  S  :  Thanks  for  the  Evanston  advice  [about 
aspirants  for  the  postmastership].  It  will  be  followed. 

I  send  you  General  Devens’  notes  [relating  to  payments  on  the 
Chicago  custom  house  contract].  Please  treat  them  as  confi¬ 
dential. 

Don’t  allow  these  things  to  worry  you.  Do  the  best  you  can 
without  too  much  labor  or  friction  and  let  them  go  at  that.  It 
struck  me  that  you  looked  as  if  your  health  required  attention. 
Do  try  to  favor  yourself.  Let  things  work  themselves  out. 
Turn  over  to  others  some  of  your  labors.  This  is  earnest.  Swear 
off  from  half  your  work.  You  are  endangering  your  health. 

We  are  all  well.  Mrs.  Hayes  joins  in  love  to  you  and  yours. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

William  Henry  Smith. 
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Private. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  October  7,  1878. 
My  dear  S — :  —  I  send  you  a  dispatch  just  received.  If  it 
is  in  any  way  true  you  will  let  me  know  and  its  true  value. 

The  elections  turn  out  so  well  that  we  are,  as  the  newspapers 
say,  “serene.”  How  are  you? 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Please  return  enclosure.  —  H. 

Honorable  Wm.  H.  Smith. 


October  10,  1878.  —  Yesterday  went  with  Lucy,  General 
Devens,  General  Schurz,  and  Mr.  Rogers  to  Montpelier,  the 
residence  of  Madison.  We  left  the  depot  about  6:30  A.  M.,  after 
an  early  breakfast  at  the  Home,  and  reached  Orange  Court 
House,  eighty  miles,  about  half-past  ten  A.  M.  At  eleven  we 
started  in  carriages  for  Montpelier,  about  five  miles  distant. 
On  the  cars  we  were  joined  by  Colonel  John  S.  Mosby,  who  had 
charge  of  the  party,  his  sister,  Miss  Mosby,  Captain  Chapman, 
his  brother,  Mr.  Mosby,  and  by  Mr.  Hill,  a  senator  of  Maryland, 
Prince  George’s  County.  At  Alexandria,  by  Lewis  Mackenzie, 
postmaster,  Mr.  Payne  and  his  son,  the  clerk  of  court,  and 

Miss  - ;  at  Fairfax  by  ex-Lieutenant-Governor  Thomas 

(“Judge”),  Mr.  Brook,  senator  of  Loudon  and  Fairfax,  and 
others.  Before  reaching  Orange  Court  House  a  committee  of 
trustees,  Mr.  Chapman,  Edward  C.  Marshall,  son  of  Chief  Justice 
Marshall,  Colonel  Willis,  a  nephew  of  Madison,  and  others. 

A  crowd  of  people  met  us  at  Orange  and  there  was  speaking. 
Our  train  of  carriages  on  a  fair  Virginia  road  reached  the 
mansion  in  an  hour.  It  was  a  satisfaction  to  find  so  admirable 
a  place.  The  house  large,  with  piazza  and  tall  large  pillars  like, 
somewhat,  Arlington,  on  an  elevation  with  perhaps  fifty  acres 
of  lawn  in  front,  and  a  noble  view  of  the  Blue  Ridge.  The  great 

trees  were  very  interesting  to  me. 

A  white  oak  near  the  grave  twenty-one  feet  in  circumference ! 
A  chestnut  on  right  flank  of  lawn  thirty-seven  feet  in  circum- 


504 


RUTHERFORD  BIRCHARD  HAYES 


ference.  A  black  walnut,  right  of  house,  fifteen  feet.  A  poplar 
(tulip)  eighteen  feet.  The  oak  and  chestnut  were  low  and  apple- 
tree  shaped ;  the  poplars  and  walnuts,  of  which  there  were  many, 
tall  and  beautiful.  The  place  is  not  well  kept  up  and  is  for  sale 
cheap.  Forty  thousand  dollars  certainly  would  buy  it  with 
eleven  hundred  acres,  and  probably  thirty  thousand  dollars.  A 
great  lack  of  enterprise,  thrift,  and  comfort  in  that  region,  but 
the  people  were  many  of  them  well  informed  and  generally, 
perhaps  universally,  friendly  and  well-disposed  to  newcomers. 

A  Mr.  Brasee,  of  Baltimore,  has  bought  and  finely  improved  an 
estate  this  side  of  Montpelier  eight  miles,  at  Rapidan.  Ilis 
elegant  barouche  and  four  with  driver  were  at  our  service  and 
took  us  to  Montpelier.  On  the  piazza  we  were  welcomed  with 
hearty  hand-shaking  by  the  present  owner  Mr.  Carson,  and  by 
a  carefully  prepared  speech  by  Colonel  Willis.  An  interesting 
and  enjoyable  day. 

October  17,  1878.  —  Returned  this  morning  from  the  Win¬ 
chester  Fair.  Lunched  elegantly  at  Judge  Pendleton’s,  who  has 
rebuilt  on  the  Mason  place,  where  the  mansion  was  carried  off 
to  the  last  brick  by  the  Union  soldiers.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pendleton 
live  there  in  superb  style.  Their  son,  a  young  lawyer,  is  a 
gentleman  by  nature  and  has  culture  and  talents.  Dined  with 
Governor  Holliday  and  homed  at  his  hospitable  old  Virginia 
home.  He  is  a  one-armed  Confederate  soldier  of  liberal  and 
just  sentiments ;  sound  on  the  debt  and  currency  questions.  My 
list  of  gentlemen  to  be  remembered  longer  than  usual.  The 
governor’s  brother,  Dr.  Holliday,  Captain  Clark,  the  mayor, 
Judge,  and  young  Pendleton. 

October  18,  1878.  White  House.  —  We  moved  in  from  the 
Home  this  morning  in  a  cold  rain-storm.  Guy  Bryan  and  Miss 
Tilly  Anderson,  with  little  Hally  Bryan,  are  our  guests.  They 
will  sleep  with  us  tonight  in  the  White  House  and  leave  for 
home  tomorrow  via  St.  Louis. 

October  25,  1878.  —  We  had  an  agreeable  visit  to  Cumberland 
yesterday.  The  party  consisted  of  Lucy  and  self,  Mr.  Sher¬ 
man,  General  and  Mrs.  Tyler,  of  Baltimore,  Major  Morgan,  Mr. 
Gobright,  and  my  clerk,  Mr.  Gustin.  We  left  in  the  midst  of  a 
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storm  at  7:30  P.  M.  Wednesday.  Colonel  Gilpin  (Charles),  and 
Colonel  Johnson  came  down  to  accompany  us  up  to  Cumberland. 
At  Cumberland  yesterday  morning  the  weather  was  perfect.  Mr. 
Lloyd  Lowndes,  Jr.,  as  president  of  the  fair,  Governor  John  Lee 
Carroll,  governor  of  Maryland,  Mr.  Reed,  mayor  of  Cumber¬ 
land,  Colonel  Bruce,  [and  others]  were  prominent  in  our  enter¬ 
tainment.  I  made  an  offhand  talk  desultory,  but  successful  and 
well  received.  The  governor  was  profuse  in  compliment  and 
apparently  sincere.  This  is  my  last  engagement  of  that  sort. 
Now  for  my  message  and  other  duties. 

October  26.  —  I  will  carefully  examine  the  messages  of  all  of 
my  predecessors  —  especially  of  Jefferson,  Madison,  J.  Q. 
Adams,  Van  Buren,  and  Lincoln  on  all  the  topics  of  which  I 
shall  speak. 

I  must  make  a  clear,  firm,  and  accurate  statement  of  the  facts 
as  to  Southern  outrages,  and  reiterate  the  sound  opinions  I  have 
long  held  on  the  subject.  What  good  people  demand  is  exact 
justice,  equality  before  the  law,  perfect  freedom  of  political 
speech  and  action,  and  no  denial  of  rights  to  any  citizen  on  ac¬ 
count  of  color  or  race  —  the  same  to  colored  as  to  whites. 


Private  and  Confidential. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  October  28,  1878. 

My  dear  S — :  —  Boyington  was  warmly  commended  by 
McD —  [Major  McDowell]  for  architect.  His  testimonials  from 
Judge  Otis,  Bryan,  and  many  others  seem  to  show  that  he  is 
altogether  fit  for  the  place.  If  this  is  in  fact  so,  there  will  be  no 
difficulty  in  appointing  him. 

A  well-appearing — in  fact  handsome  —  young  lawyer  from 
Evanston  says  Payne  is  not,  and  that  Chase  is,  the  choice  of  an 
overwhelming  majority  of  the  best  people  in  Evanston.  I  told 
him  I  would  not  appoint  before  the  10th  of  next  month.  He 
will  undertake  to  prove  his  views  correct.  Again  I  say  ? 

Now  as  to  Hill  [the  present  supervising  architect].  He 
strikes  me  as  not  strong,  but  well-intentioned,  or  at  any  rate 
so  far  worthy,  or  not  unworthy,  that  if  he  is  to  go  out  we  need 
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not  look  further  after  him.  Ought  we  not  to  let  other  prose¬ 
cution  of  him  slide? 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

William  Henry  Smith. 

[Chicago,  Illinois,  October  30,  1878. 

My  dear  Mr.  President  :  —  I  am  this  moment  in  receipt  of 
your  kind  favor  of  the  28th  instant,  and  reply  at  once  to  your 
questions. 

1.  W.  W.  Boyington  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  most  com¬ 
petent  architects  this  country  has  ever  produced.  He  is  both 
able  and  honest,  and  his  appointment  would  reflect  credit  upon 
your  Administration.  If  done  at  once  much  wrong  may  be 
averted,  and  the  Treasury  Department  relieved  of  one  standing 
disgrace  a  disgrace  I  am  assured  by  Members  of  Congress 
they  intend  to  reach  in  December  if  something  is  not  done  before. 
Being  advised  of  this  purpose  I  have  been  anxious  to  have  the 
credit  for  so  much  of  reform  put  down  on  the  Republican  side 
of  the  ledger.  This  statement  leads  to 

2.  Hill  looks  innocent,  you  say.  For  charity’s  sake  let  us 
assume  that  he  is.  Then,  he  is  weak,  incompetent  —  a  pipe  for 
rogues  to  play  upon ;  a  more  dangerous  man  in  an  office  of  trust 
than  a  smart  rascal.  The  ring  that  uses  Hill  is  a  powerful  one 
and  has  its  ramifications  in  many  cities.  To  defeat  it,  prompt 
and  silent  action  is  necessary.  With  Hill  and  his  chief  clerk 
Jacobs  (a  precious  scoundrel)  out,  it  will  be  easier  for  John 
Sherman  to  reach  others  who  stand  in  the  way  of  his  complete 
success.  I  use  strong  terms,  but  I  am  in  a  position  to  see  and 
know  what  neither  you  nor  a  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in 
Washington,  surrounded  by  an  army  of  subordinates  with 
bureau  outposts  to  keep  away  informers,  can  possibly  see  and 
know.  There  is  abundant  evidence  to  make  the  future  life  of 
Hill  a  hard  one,  but  I  would  spare  him.  Whether  he  can  be 
wholly  saved  here  I  do  not  know.  The  [grand]  jury  are  at 
work  [investigating  frauds  in  the  construction  of  the  Chicago 
custom  house] ,  and  are  in  earnest.  I  will  see  what  can  be  done 
now  at  this  late  hour. 
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3.  I  received  a  letter  from  Raymond  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Chase 
who  seeks  the  appointment  of  postmaster  at  South  Evanston. 
I  understand  that  the  opponents  of  Colonel  Payne,  finding  that 
neither  of  the  lady  candidates  stood  a  chance,  brought  out  Mr. 
Chase.  He  is  respectable  and  old,  but  without  any  special  claim 
on  the  place.  .  .  .  Payne  was  a  good  soldier,  and  he  has 

been  three  times  elected  corporation  attorney  as  you  will  see 
from  the  enclosed  paper  signed  by  officers  of  that  town.  He  is 
poor  and  in  ill  health,  and  fellow  soldiers  and  active  Republicans 

want  him  to  have  the  office. 

Faithfully  yours, 

William  Henry  Smith.] 

Honorable  R.  B.  Hayes. 


White  House,  October  30,  1878.  —  We  celebrated  last  night 
the  twenty-ninth  anniversary  of  the  Cincinnati  Literary  Club  by 
a  dinner  to  the  members  residing  or  present  in  Washington. 
The  list  is  as  follows:  Spofford,  Rogers,  T.  C.  H.  Smith, 
Samuel  P.  Butler,  General  Muzzey,  R.  B.  Warden,  W.  W. 
Warden,  John  E.  Hatch,  of  Cincinnati,  Judge  C.  P.  James,  Henry 
Reed,  A.  R.  Dutton,  Cleveland  Abbe,  William  Guilford,  Henry 
C.  Borden,  and  self.  Also  Mrs.  Hayes,  Mrs.  Rogers,  General 
Hastings,  and  Webb  C.  Hayes.  Muzzey  read  a  good  paper. 
Butler  a  fine  poem.  The  witty  paper  of  McConkey  in  1854,  bur¬ 
lesquing  the  style  of  R.  W.  Emerson,  was  read  by  Spofford. 

November  1.  —  Mr.  Evarts  repeated  the  remark  made  about 
a  squeaking-voiced  Chase  opponent  to  Windom :  His  voice 

is  admirably  adapted  to  reading  fine  print.” 

Mr.  Ambrose  Thompson  says  our  greenback  currency  orig¬ 
inated  with  an  omnibus  driver  who  called  in  the  absence  of 
change  for  postage  stamps;  hence  the  postal  currency. 


Private  and  Confidential. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  November  2,  1878. 
Dear  S — :  —  I  have  your  very  satisfactory  letter  about  Boy- 
ington,  Payne,  etc.,  etc. 

The  next  point  is  the  place  now  held  by  Vail  for  which  White 
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and  Thompson  are  named.  After  hearing  all  sides  I  incline  to 
Thompson  but  will  hear  you  again  if  you  wish. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  William  Henry  Smith. 


November  6,  1878.  White  House.  —  The  elections  of  yester¬ 
day  show  very  gratifying  results.  The  States  of  New  England 
are  solid  for  sound  principles.  The  crushing  defeat  of  [Benjamin 
F.j  Butler  [Democratic  candidate  for  governor  of  Massachu¬ 
setts]  was  one  of  the  best  events  that  has  happened  since  the  war. 
Unscrupulous,  able,  rich,  untiring,  he  was  the  most  dangerous 
and  wicked  demagogue  we  have  ever  had.  When  he  found 
he  could  not  rule  this  Administration,  as  he  had  hoped,  he  de¬ 
clared  war  on  it  and  me.  At  the  close  of  his  last  interview 
on  the  Methuen  postoffice,  he  said,  with  significant  emphasis: 
“You  will  regret  this.”  After  a  little  hesitation,  recollecting  him¬ 
self,  he  said,  “because  it  is  wrong.” 

Everywhere  in  the  North  we  are  stronger  than  in  any  off 
year  since  the  war,  except  possibly  in  1866  when  Johnson  was 
overwhelmed.*  The  South  is  substantially  solid  against  us. 

*  William  Henry  Smith  wrote  the  President  November  12:  — “Was 
not  our  fight  in  the  Northwest  a  gallant  fight?  Michigan’s  victory  was 
wonderful;  so  was  that  won  in  Chicago  and  Milwaukee.  We  were  saved 

here  by  compelling  the  speakers  to  take  pronounced  ground  on  finances _ 

compelling  them  to  follow  after  you  and  Secretary  Sherman.  The  fact  is, 
when  you  came  here,  besides  the  editorials  of  the  Tribune,  Journal,  and 
Stoats  Zeitung  and  the  literature  and  meetings  of  our  ‘Honest  Money 
League,’  nothing  had  been  done.  We  had  a  no-meaning  platform  and  a 
central  committee  tainted  with  greenback  heresies.  Then  came  your 
speeches,  plain,  praciical,  and  effective  —  so  brief  as  to  reach  every  man 
and  command  his  attention.  When  you  were  through  the  fight  was  vir¬ 
tually  won,  as  committees  and  speakers  were  compelled  to  follow  the 
course  marked  out  by  you.  It  was  a  political  necessity  which  they  could 
not  fail  to  see.  By  the  way,  there  w-ere  heavy  gains  in  Illinois  and 
Wisconsin  wherever  you  spoke.  ...  I  shall  insist  on  taking  a  part 
of  the  credit  to  myself,  as  you  will  remember  that  I  had  hard  work 
to  get  you  to  stop  in  Illinois,  although  I  had  been  working  to  that  end 
for  a  year.  You  were  for  going  straight  through  to  St.  Paul,  and  then 
returning  as  rapidly  as  possible.  However,  it  was  something  to  yield 
your  claims  for  rest  and  quiet  for  the  general  good.” 
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Their  vote  is  light;  our  side  was  unorganized,  —  a  host  of  people 
of  both  colors  took  no  part.  The  whites  must  divide  before  we 
can  hope  for  good  results  there.  The  blacks,  poor,  ignorant,  and 
timid,  can’t  stand  alone  against  the  whites. 

In  my  message  I  must  treat  this  result  as  a  decision  in  favor 
of  resumption,  undisturbed;  in  favor  of  reform;  in  opposition  to 
all  revolutionary  schemes  which  would  destroy  the  stability  of 
our  Government.  It  is  in  one  word  a  verdict  against  Butlerism. 

It  is  i.  A  verdict  in  favor  of  a  sound  constitutional  cur¬ 
rency;  in  favor  of  a  currency  equal  to  gold.  2.  A  verdict  in 
favor  of  maintaining  unstained  the  national  credit.  3.  A  ver¬ 
dict  against  all  revolutionary  schemes  threatening  the  stability 
of  our  form  of  government.  4.  A  verdict  against  communism, 
socialism,  and  repudiation.  5.  In  a  word,  it  is  a  verdict  against 
Butlerism  in  all  its  forms. 

The  only  regret  is  that  the  better  elements  of  the  South 
were  not  so  organized  as  to  have  a  share  in  the  victory.  No 
doubt  many  good  and  conservative  men  have  been  elected.  Prob¬ 
ably  a  large  majority  are  in  their  judgments  and  consciences 
opposed  to  the  wild  and  dangerous  doctrines  which  the  better 
sentiment  of  Massachusetts  and  of  the  rest  of  the  conservative 
States  of  the  North  have  so  decidedly  condemned. 

We  are  for: — 1.  A  sound  constitutional  currency,  specie 
and  paper,  both  equal  in  value  to  gold.  2.  A  maintenance  of  the 
public  credit.  3.  Equality  of  rights  for  all  States  and  for  all  the 
citizens  of  all  the  States.  4.  We  are  opposed  to  inflation  and 
repudiation.  5.  We  are  opposed  to  all  revolutionary  schemes 
hostile  to  the  stability  of  the  Government.  6.  We  are  opposed  to 
communism,  socialism,  repudiation,  and  inflation. 

White  House,  November  12,  1S78.  —  It  now  looks  as  if  the 
November  elections  had  settled  all  questions  as  to  the  Presi¬ 
dential  title;  that  Potterism  is  dead.  But  Butlerism  —  cheap 
money  schemes  still  live.  The  popularity  of  silver,  the  unpopu¬ 
larity  of  banks,  or  rather  of  money-lenders  as  embodied  in  the 
national  banks,  are  strong  enough  to  be  corner-stones  of  parties 
and  platforms.  They  will  probably  divide  the  Democratic  party 
and  so  strengthen  the  Republican.  But  if  all  the  discontent  could 
1  4  * 
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be  embodied  in  one  party,  with  cheap  money  and  plenty  of  it  as 
its  watchwords,  the  power  of  such  a  party  would  be  ample  for 
mischief  and  it  might,  for  a  time,  rule  the  country. 

In  South  Carolina  and  Louisiana,  and  perhaps  in  some  of 
the  other  cotton  States,  grave  charges  are  made  that  the  con¬ 
stitutional  provisions  which  guarantee  equal  citizenship  have 
been  practically  nullified;  that  by  fraud  or  force  or  intimidation, 
colored  citizens  have  been  disfranchised. 

By  state  legislation,  by  frauds,  by  intimidation,  and  by  violence 
of  the  most  atrocious  character,  colored  citizens  have  been 
deprived  of  the  right  of  suffrage  —  a  right  guaranteed  by  the 
Constitution,  and  to  the  protection  of  which  the  people  of  those 
States  have  been  solemnly  pledged. 

President  Monroe  in  his  third  annual  message,  December, 
1819,  congratulates  Congress  on  its  meeting  in  the  public  build¬ 
ings  so  far  completed,  etc.,  etc.  The  Capitol  then  first  occupied 
since  its  rebuilding. 


Private. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  November  14,  1878. 

My  dear  S — : — I  have  your  letter  of  the  nth.  That  word 

nervous”  scares  me.  You  are  working  too  much  and  have  too 
many  irons  in  the  fire.  Do  drop  all  but  those  which  are  espe¬ 
cially  on  your  conscience. 

I  notice  and  thank  you  for  the  Evanston  items.  All  right. 

I  can’t  suggest  anything  in  aid  of  your  coming  fight,  except 
don’t  do  it  to  the  injury  of  your  health. 

Is  it  true  that  Boyington  is  in  independent  circumstances  and 
only  asks  the  office  for  the  honor,  etc.,  etc.* 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

William  Henry  Smith. 

*  Mr.  Smith  replied :  —  “I  believe  Mr.  Boyington  to  be  in  good  circum¬ 
stances,  and  that  he  wants  the  supervising  architect’s  position  merely 
for  the  reputation.  There  is  not  the  least  doubt  that  if  appointed  he 
will  do  honor  to  your  Administration  and  credit  to  himself.  ...  I  see 
no  way  of  reforming  the  shameful  abuses  of  the  architect’s  bureau,  and 
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November  20,  1878.  —  By  this  morning’s  papers  it  is  reported 
that  Judge  Gresham  at  Indianapolis  was  informed  by  the  fore¬ 
man  of  the  grand  jury  that  the  President  had  directed  that  a 
certain  case,  the  case  of  Carey  W.  Miller,  should  not  be  prose¬ 
cuted  by  indictment.  The  judge  replied  that  the  President  could 
not  interfere  with  the  duties  of  the  grand  jury;  that  by  their 
oaths  they  were  bound  to  indict  if  the  facts  warranted  it. 

The  facts  are,  the  Member  of  Congress  from  Indianapolis  ap¬ 
plied  for  a  pardon  of  Miller.  On  the  ex  parte  showing  a  good 
prima  facie  case  was  made  for  a  pardon  prior  to  prosecution. 
But  before  finally  deciding,  I  preferred  to  hear  what  could  be 
alleged  on  the  other  side.  For  this  purpose,  I  preferred  delay. 
There  was  no  danger  of  an  escape.  The  crime  had  been  long 
known.  Therefore  the  district  attorney  was  directed  not  to 
prosecute  at  the  next  term,  then  just  about  to  be  held,  with  a 
view  to  further  inquiry  into  the  facts.  It  was  thought  if  the 
young  man  continued  to  behave  well,  and  the  facts  on  investiga¬ 
tion  warranted,  that  either  no  prosecution  would  be  had  or  a 
pardon  could  be  properly  granted.  There  was  no  interference 
with  the  grand  jury.  The  direction  was  to  the  district  attorney 
as  to  his  duties  and  was  in  strict  conformity  with  law.  The 
precedents  are  also  abundant  from  the  days  of  Washington 
to  Grant  inclusive.  The  President  has  always  been  in  the  habit 
of  giving  such  instructions. 

Judge  Gresham  was  hasty.  He  was  not  well  informed  as  to 
the  facts.  When  the  grand  juror,  the  foreman  of  the  grand  jury, 
made  his  statement,  he  should  have  inquired  of  the  district  at¬ 
torney  for  the  facts.  The  foreman  did  not  pretend  that  he  had 
any  personal  knowledge  of  the  matter.  The  judge  went  off  half- 
cocked  on  hearsay,  or  he  blundered  grossly  if  he  had  the  facts. 
The  direction  was  to  the  district  attorney  as  to  his  action  with 
a  view  of  delaying  prosecution  until  the  question  of  the  propriety 
of  a  pardon  could  be  investigated.  The  grand  jury  were  not 
addressed  or  approached  even  in  the  matter.  The  order  tele¬ 
saving  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  from  mortifying  exposures,  but  in 
the  appointment  of  some  high-minded  and  honorable  man  like  Boyington. 
You  can  make  a  hit  in  his  appointment,  and  going  elsewhere  you  may  be 
misled.” 
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graphed  to  the  district  attorney  was  in  these  words:  .  . 

postpone  . 

Private. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  November  28,  1878. 

Mv  dear  General  :  —  I  write  to  tender  to  you  the  appointment 
of  judge  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  circuit 
which  includes  your  native  State,  Massachusetts.  If  you  accept 
I  am  confident  that  the  members  of  the  bar  and  the  people  most 
interested  in  the  appointment  will  applaud  the  selection  I  have 
decided  to  make. 

While  it  gives  me  great  satisfaction  to  be  the  instrument  of 
conferring  upon  you  an  honor  which  I  know  you  deserve,  I 
cannot  forbear  to  say  that  your  absence  from  the  Cabinet  I 
shall  feel  very  deeply,  and  that  in  my  judgment  you  can  do  a 
higher  service  to  the  whole  country  by  retaining  your  present 
office  of  Attorney-General,  than  by  assuming  the  duties  of  circuit 
judge  in  the  New  England  circuit. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

General  Charles  Devens. 


White  House,  November  29,  1878.  —  Thanksgiving  dinner  yes¬ 
terday  passed  off  well.  Dr.  Lanahan  preached  a  great  sermon 
at  the  Foundry  [Church],  God  in  all  human  affairs  overruling 
them  for  good.  At  dinner  all  of  the  clerks,  their  wives  and  little 
ones,  Hastings  and  Emily ;  in  all  at  table  twenty-eight.  A  turkey, 
Narragansett  from  Rhode  Island,  gift  of  Senator  Anthony, 
weight  twenty-five  and  three-fourth  pounds;  another  from 
Colonel  Linthacum,  Frederick,  Maryland,  twenty-three  and  one- 
half  pounds.  Music  after  dinner;  recitations  by  little  folks. 
Andrews  Rogers  in  sailor  costume  the  hero.  In  the  evening 
Webb,  Lucy,  and  I  walked  out;  called  on  General  Schurz,  Mr. 
Evarts,  Judge  Harlan  —  all  at  dinner  or  oat  —  and  on  McCrary 
and  Garfield  who  were  in.  Lucy  well  and  in  fine  spirits  — 
looking  her  best. 
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Message  finished  and  nearly  all  printed.  The  Senators  are 
coming  in  daily. 

Decembed  4,  18 j8.  —  My  message  was  sent  to  the  two  houses 
of  Congress  on  the  second  soon  after  12  M.  It  seems  to  be  gen¬ 
erally  well  received.  Such  Stalwarts  and  irreconcilables  as  the 
New  York  Times  are  severe  in  their  strictures  upon  it.  No  doubt 
the  Bourbon  press,  which  represents  the  extreme  sectionalism 
of  the  South,  will  be  equally  bitter.  This  was  expected.  It 
will  doubtless  continue  to  the  end  of  my  Administration. 

I  am  likely,  I  fear,  to  lose  General  Devens  from  the  Attorney- 
General’s  office  by  his  acceptance  of  the  New  England  circuit 
judgeship.*  It  is  difficult  to  fill  his  place  satisfactorily.  If  our 
Stalwarts  would  permit  it,  I  should  ask  A.  H.  H.  Stewart  of 
Virginia,  to  take  his  place.  The  probability  is  that  the  attacks 
on  such  a  course  by  the  bitter  brethren  would  damage  the  good 
cause  of  pacification  more  than  his  appointment  could  bene¬ 
fit  it. 


Confidential. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  December  4,  1878. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  I  have  heard  within  a  day  or  two  things 
which  make  me  anxious  about  the  New  Orleans  customs  officers. 
Is  there  danger  there?  Please  have  a  searching  and  thorough 
investigation.  Do  it  quietly.  If  a  change  seems  best,  let  us  get 
the  best  men  possible  without  regard  to  past  “services.” 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  John  Sherman. 


December  8.  —  Now  for  the  civil  service  in  case  the  New  York 
appointments  are  confirmed.  The  first  step  in  any  adequate  and 
permanent  reform  is  the  divorce  of  the  legislature  from  the 
nominating  power.  With  this,  reform  can  and  will  successfully 
proceed.  Without  it,  reform  is  impossible.  When  the  New 
York  nominations  are  confirmed,  in  case  that  is  the  result,  I  can 

*  General  Devens  decided  to  remain  in  the  Cabinet. 
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go  ahead  with  public  efforts  to  reform  the  service.  A  special  mes¬ 
sage  must  be  prepared  to  go  in  with  Mr.  D.  B.  Eaton’s  report. 
I  will  make  the  principal  point  —  the  first  point  —  as  above  in¬ 
dicated.  Argue  it  fully.  The  people  must  be  educated  to  ex¬ 
pect  and  require  their  Members  of  Congress  to  abstain  from 
appointments.  They  must  not  expect  them  to  obtain  places. 
Congressmen  must  not  claim  to  have  a  share  of  the  appointments, 
either  principal  or  minor  places. 

December  16.  —  Yesterday,  Sunday,  a  gloomy,  rainy  day.  In 
the  evening  the  Vice-President,  General  Sherman,  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Woodworth,  Judge  Matthews,  the  Attorney-General,  and  Major 
McKinley  called.  Mrs.  Woodworth  at  the  piano  in  the  Red  Room. 
“Grandfather’s  Clock”  and  other  plantation  melodies  made  a 
cheerful  evening.  General  Sherman  discussed  the  death  of 
[Princess]  Alice,  the  war  of  the  English  against  the  Afghans,  the 
routes  to  India  and  Australia  —  noble  steamers,  well  equipped, 
no  accidents,  —  and  our  visit  to  New  York  the  30th  to  attend  the 
Bryant  Memorial  exercises  of  the  New  York  Historical  Society. 

The  political  event  of  last  week  is  the  opposition  of  Conkling 
to  the  New  York  appointments.  This  is  a  test  case.  The  Senators 
generally  prefer  to  confirm  Merritt  and  Graham.  But  many, 
perhaps  a  majority,  will  not  oppose  Conkling  on  the  question. 
Senatorial  courtesy,  the  Senatorial  prerogative,  and  the  fear 
of  Conkling’s  vengeance  in  future,  control  them.  He  is  like 
Butler  —  more  powerful  because  he  is  vindictive  and  not  re¬ 
strained  by  conscience. 

The  most  noticeable  weakness  of  Congressmen  is  their  tim¬ 
idity.  They  fear  the  use  to  be  made  of  their  “record.”  They 
are  afraid  of  making  enemies.  They  do  not  vote  according 
to  their  convictions  from  fear  of  consequences. 

[Mr.  Hayes  spoke  in  a  similar  strain  in  his  conversation  with 
William  Henry  Smith  in  June  1883,  already  quoted  from.  Mr. 
Smith  reports:  — 

“The  appointment  of  Welsh  [as  minister  to  England]  came 
about  in  this  way :  Evarts  had  in  his  gushing  way  said  in  the 
presence  of  Don  Cameron,  that  Pennsylvania  was  entitled  to 
one  of  the  great  missions,  and  as  that  to  England  was  vacant. 
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if  the  Republicans  there  could  agree  among  themselves,  it  could 
be  had.  Don  shrewdly  saw  an  opportunity  to  put  into  practice 
his  peculiar  tactics.  He  called  a  meeting  of  the  Pennsylvania 
delegation  at  his  house,  and  there  had  a  paper  drawn  up  and 
signed  in  favor  of  the  appointment  of  his  father,  Simon  Cam¬ 
eron.  This  paper  he  fetched  in  person  to  the  President,  related 
the  conversation  with  Evarts,  and  said  bluntly,  ‘This  is  what 
Pennsylvania  wants.’  Now,  note  what  followed:  The  very  next 
day  before  the  hour  for  the  meeting  of  Congress,  a  majority  of 
the  Pennsylvania  delegation  who  had  signed  the  paper  for 
Simon  Cameron  called  at  the  White  House  and  told  the  Presi¬ 
dent  that  they  had  signed  under  constraint,  that  the  appointment 
would  not  be  proper  and  was  not  what  Pennsylvania  wanted ! 

“Another  striking  illustration  of  the  duplicity  and  cowardice 
of  politicians  is  found  in  the  relation  of  the  action  of  the  New 
York  delegation  and  other  supporters  of  Mr.  Conkling  in  1877. 
Soon  after  the  President  reached  Washington,  the  New'  Yorkers 
called  upon  him  at  the  residence  of  Mr.  Sherman  and  presented 
a  paper  duly  signed  by  everybody  in  favor  of  the  appointment 
of  Mr.  Platt  as  Postmaster-General.  Remarks  were  made  by 
the  members  of  the  delegation  quite  eulogistic  of  Mr.  Platt,  and 
prophetic  of  the  great  good  that  would  result  to  the  Republican 
party  through  such  an  appointment.  I  was  quite  strongly  im¬ 
pressed  by  the  earnestness  of  these  New  Yorkers.  After  some 
moments  of  general  conversation  they  took  their  leave  one  by 
one.  Several  of  them  were  observed  to  speak  to  the  President 
elect  in  a  low  tone  as  they  took  his  hand.  Six  of  them  —  some 
of  them  the  loudest  in  their  praises  of  the  virtues  of  Platt  — 
whispered  in  the  ear  of  Mr.  Hayes  that  they  did  not  want  Platt 
appointed,  and  that  it  was  not  what  New  York  wanted!’’] 


December  17. —  Bright  and  beautiful. 

How  to  get  the  requisite  information  to  appoint  postmasters 
without  practically  giving  it  to  the  Members  of  Congress,  is  one 
of  the  questions.  Last  night  I  took  up  the  papers  in  the  Lebanon, 
Ohio,  case.  There  were  eight  competitors.  Three  women  — 
two,  widows  of  officers.  Three  or  four  of  the  men  were  well 


516 


RUTHERFORD  BIRCHARD  HAYES 


qualified  and  well  supported  by  the  people.  I  appointed  a  crip¬ 
pled  private  soldier.  He  was  getting  a  smaller  pension  than  the 
ladies  received — poor,  honest,  moral,  and  religious,  with  requisite 
business  qualifications. 

December  21.  —  The  first  snow  of  the  winter  this  morning. 
One  or  two  inches  whitens  the  ground  and  it  is  still  snowing. 

Dined  with  the  Cabinet  and  General  Sherman  and  Mr.  Justice 
Miller  last  evening.  Mr.  Justice  Miller  did  the  most  of  the  talk¬ 
ing  —  in  a  fine  natural  way  and  in  the  most  charitable  and 
friendly  spirit.  Of  Clifford  he  told  anecdotes  —  favorable  ones 
—  and  spoke  in  the  highest  terms  of  his  conduct,  both  matter  and 
manner,  as  President  of  the  Electoral  Commission.  “Marshall 
could  not  have  done  better.” 

December  23.  —  Last  night  Evarts  and  Sherman  went  to  New 
York  to  attend  the  New  England  dinner.  Congress  has  taken 
a  recess  until  January  7,  1879.  Mrs.  Austin,  of  Cleveland,  has 
been  with  us  since  Tuesday  [the]  10th.  Rutherford  came  from 
Cornell  Saturday  morning.  Birch  will  be  here  the  last  of  this 
week.  Frank  Hickok  and  bride,  Mr.  Jewett,  of  Chicago,  and 
Mrs.  Jewett,  Charlie  Anderson  and  bride.  Enough  to  make  the 
house  merry  New  Year’s  day. 

December  23,  1878.  —  A  happy  day  for  Fanny  and  Scott. 
Lucy  not  quite  well.  .  .  .  More  presents  than  ever  before. 

But  a  long  day ! 

We  are  prosperous ;  our  main  ideas  more  acceptable  than  ever. 
Resumption  seems  assured.  The  Southern  policy  safely  vindi¬ 
cated.  We  both  long  to  be  at  home,  and  free  and  at  peace  !  Two 
years  more  of  responsibility,  care,  and  labor! 

December  28,  1878.  —  Twenty-six  years  ago  we  were  married. 
A  happier  event  for  me — for  both  of  us  —  than  either  of  us 
then  ventured  to  expect.  All  of  our  children  are  now  here. 
Birch  from  Toledo,  Rutherford  from  Cornell,  and  Webb  and 
the  dear  little  ones.  We  also  have  Mrs.  Austin,  Lizzie  and  Lena 
Scott,  and  two  daughters  of  my  friend  Herron  from  Cincinnati, 
Jennie,  now  Mrs.  Charles  Anderson,  with  her  husband,  and 
Nellie  [later  to  become  the  wife  of  William  Howard  Taft].  A 
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fine  company,  who  make  the  house  alive  with  laughter,  fun, 
and  music. 

January  1,  1879.  —  We  returned  last  night  from  New  York. 
Mr.  [George  William]  Curtis’  address  at  the  Academy  of  Music 
on  Bryant  was  excellent  and  admirably  delivered.  He  was 
plainly  dressed  in  a  black  frock  coat,  buttoned;  read  from  manu¬ 
script,  lifting  the  sheets  and  throwing  them  over  to  the  left  pile 
which  grew  as  the  other  on  the  right  diminished.  With  a  good 
strong  voice  he  delivered  rather  than  read  his  address  for  one 
hour  and  fifty-seven  minutes  without  a  break,  or  [a]  moment’s 
hesitation,  in  superb  style.  The  applause  was  frequent  —  mod¬ 
erate  usually ;  the  most  enthusiastic  when  he  repeated  with 
fervor  the  sentence  quoted  from  my  inaugural.  A  reception 
afterwards  at  Mr.  Frederic  DePeyster’s. 

Returned  as  we  went  in  Tom  Scott’s  car  with  Evarts,  Senator 
Kernan,  General  Sherman,  General  Devens,  Dr.  Loring,  and 
[others]. 

Before  eleven  A.  M.  snow  fell  pretty  rapidly  making  a  dismal 
day  [for  our  reception].  But  the  floral  decorations,  the  smiiax 
and  foliage  plants,  the  music  and  gas  made  the  rooms  cheerful. 
The  crowd  was  gay;  the  garb  and  ornamental  costumes  of  the 
diplomatic  corps,  of  the  naval  and  military  gentlemen,  lent 
brilliancy  to  the  scene.  The  crowd  of  people  was  not  so  large 
as  last  year.  More  colored  people,  more  Congressmen,  and  more 
of  the  young;  perhaps  also  more  of  the  old  people  of  the  District. 
Our  visitors  enjoyed  it  vastly. 

January  2.  —  A  severe  storm  from  the  west  put  the  mercury  ' 
down  rapidly  this  afternoon.  Three  of  our  guests  left  this  eve¬ 
ning,  notwithstanding,  —  Mrs.  Austin  for  Cleveland  (her  home) 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jewett  for  Richmond,  Virginia.  Lucy  has 
a  difficulty  in  her  throat  and  is  in  bed  taking  medicine  tonight. 

Jcmuary  3,  1879.  —  Coldest  day!  One  degree  below  zero  in 
front  of  the  house,  north  side ;  3  degrees  below  by  thermometer 
in  waiting  room  at  9:30  A.  M. ! !  The  sun  shining  beautifully 
and  only  an  ordinary  wind  blowing!  Is  not  this  unprecedented 
in  Washington  ? 

Lucy  is  better  but  still  abed  with  her  throat. 
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[January]  4.  —  Still  very  cold;  slightly  milder  than  yesterday. 
Resumption  [of  specie  payments]  has  gone  off  well  so  far. 
More  gold  brought  in  for  notes,  khan  notes  for  gold!  A  great 
event  if  it  sticks,  as  I  believe  it  will. 

I  am  meditating  a  California  trip  with  General  Sherman.  One 
car  for  me  and  my  party  and  one  car  for  him  and  his  friends. 
I  have  invited  to  go  with  me  the  Vice-President,  John  W.  Her¬ 
ron  and  wife,  of  Cincinnati,  and  Mr.  William  D.  Howells  and 
wife,  of  Cambridge.  Lucy  and  Webb  with  our  orderly,  William 
T.  Crump,  will  also  go  and  possibly  Rutherford  or  Birchard. 
Possibly  the  Secretary  of  War  and  wife  will  also  be  my  guests. 
Say,  for  my  car,  ten  or  eleven  persons. 

January  10,  1879.  —  I  am  blamed  for  the  pardon  of  Heywood, 
convicted  in  Boston  of  sending  obscene  matter  through  the  mails. 
A  man  guilty  of  circulating,  writing,  or  publishing  obscene  books 
—  books  intended  or  calculated  to  corrupt  the  young  —  would 
find  no  favor  with  me.  He  should  be  punished  severely.  In  the 
case  referred  to,  the  pardon  was  granted  on  principles  perfectly 
established  in  reason  and  by  safe  precedents;  —  1.  Imprison¬ 
ment  imperilled  his  health,  as  shown  by  the  certificate  of  respect¬ 
able  medical  authority.  2.  There  was  no  intention  to  violate  the 
law.  3.  In  my  judgment  the  law  was  not  in  fact  violated ;  the 
pamphlet  was  not  obscene  matter. 

Indeed,  I  think  the  real  objection  to  Heywood’s  act  is  not 
that  he  discussed  a  question  in  an  objectionable  manner,  but 
that  he  was  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  question.  That  he  main¬ 
tains  the  wrong  side  of  the  question  as  to  marriage,  I  entertain 
as  little  doubt  as  those  who  assail  me.  But  it  is  no  crime  by  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  to  advocate  the  abolition  of  marriage. 
Pamphlets  or  books  on  the  wrong  side  of  that  question  may  be 
obscene  publications ;  so  also  may  writings  on  the  right  side  of 
the  question.  In  this  case  the  writings  were  objectionable  but 
were  not  obscene,  lascivious,  lewd,  or  corrupting  in  the  criminal 
sense. 

January  22,  1879.  —  In  presenting  the  argument  against  the 
Senators’  right  to  dictate  appointments,  a  quotation  from  Madi- 
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son’s  speech  in  the  first  Congress  [would  be  apt].  See  Globe, 
March  19,  1869,  p.  163. 

February  2,  1879.  —  The  contest  in  the  Senate  over  the  con¬ 
firmation  of  my  New  York  nominations  for  the  customs  offices 
is  close  and  as  yet  undecided.  If  confirmed  against  the  votes 
and  efforts  of  both  of  the  New  York  Senators,  the  decision  will 
be  of  great  value.  It  will  go  far  to  settle,  1.  The  right  of 
Senators  to  dictate  appointments.  2.  It  will  decide  in  favor  of 
keeping  the  offices  out  of  politics. 

In  that  case  I  will  lay  down  the  law  to  my  New  York  officers 
according  to  the  doctrines  of  the  strictest  sect  of  civil  service 
reformers.  Two  or  three  officers  holding  confidential  relations 
with  the  chief  officers  may  be  left  to  their  personal  preference, 
but  the  great  mass  of  appointments  must  be  impersonal  and  on 
principles  that  will  stand  the  test.  I  shall  say  to  General  Merritt : 
Disregard  all  influence,  all  solicitation,  all  pressure  —  even  if  it 
come  from  me,  or  his  immediate  chief,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  In  this  way  the  question  can  be  fairly  tested,  and  the 
value  of  the  civil  service  rules  have  an  impartial  trial  in  this,  the 
most  important  office  in  the  country. 

I  put  the  issue  on  solid  grounds  in  a  short  message  which  I 
sent  to  the  Senate  on  Friday,  [January]  31.  In  the  preliminary 
skirmishing  we  have  had  slightly  the  advantage,  and  we  seem  to 
be  gaining.  Judge  Matthews  leads  on  our  side.  Postponement 
has  seemed  to  be  our  policy.  Matthews  beat  Conkling  twenty- 
eight  to  twenty-six  last  Monday  on  postponement,  and  thirty-five 
to  twenty-six  last  Friday  on  the  same  question.  The  decisive 
vote  will  be  taken  tomorrow,  Monday. 

February  4,  1879.  —  We  are  successful.  The  New  York 
nominations,  Merritt  and  Burt,  were  confirmed  against  Arthur 
and  Cornell  after  five  or  six  hours’  debate  by  a  vote  of  thirty- 
three  to  twenty-four.  Thirteen  Republicans  voted  to  confirm. 
There  were  two  or  three  others  who  were  of  the  same  mind,  but 
were  controlled  by  promises.  One  or  two  would  have  voted  with 
us  if  their  votes  had  been  needed.  I  will  now  write  to  General 
Merritt  my  views  and  wishes  as  to  the  conduct  of  his  office. 
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Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  D.  C.,  February  4,  1879. 

Dear  General  :  —  I  congratulate  you  on  your  confirmation. 
It  is  a  great  gratification  to  your  friends,  very  honorable  to  you, 
and  will  prove,  I  believe,  of  signal  service  to  the  country.  My 
desire  is  that  your  office  shall  be  conducted  on  strictly  business 
principles,  and  according  to  the  rules  which  were  adopted  on  the 
J  recommendation  of  the  Civil  Service  Commission  by  the  Ad¬ 
ministration  of  General  Grant. 

In  making  appointments  and  removals  of  subordinates,  you 
should  be  perfectly  independent  of  mere  influence.  Neither  my 
recommendation,  nor  that  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  nor 
the  recommendation  of  any  Member  of  Congress,  or  other  in¬ 
fluential  person,  should  be  specially  regarded.  Let  appointments 
and  removals  be  made  on  business  principles  and  by  fixed  rules. 
There  must  be,  I  assume,  a  few7  places,  the  duties  of  which  are 
confidential,  and  which  would  be  filled  by  those  whom  you  per¬ 
sonally  know  to  be  trustworthy ;  but  restrict  the  area  of  patron¬ 
age  to  the  narrowest  possible  limits.  Let  no  man  be  put  out 
merely  because  he  is  a  friend  of  the  late  collector,  and  no  man 
be  put  in  merely  because  he  is  our  friend. 

I  am  glad  you  approve  of  the  message  sent  to  the  Senate.  I 
wish  you  to  see  that  all  that  is  expressed  in  it  and  all  that  is  im¬ 
plied  in  it  is  faithfully  carried  out. 

With  the  assurance  of  my  entire  confidence,  I  remain, 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

General  E.  A.  Merritt, 

Collector  of  Customs,  Nczc  York. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  February  6,  1879. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  I  beg  you  to  receive  my  sincere  congratula¬ 
tions  on  your  confirmation.  My  desire  is  that  the  result  may 
prove  advantageous  to  the  country.  I  have  written  General 
Merritt  that  I  wish  the  office  conducted  on  business  principles 
and  under  sound  civil  service  rules.  You  were  on  the  commis¬ 
sion  under  General  Grant.  I  therefore  request  you  to  have  a 
conference  with  General  Merritt  and  General  Graham  and  agree 
upon  a  body  of  rules  for  the  government  of  your  offices,  based 
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on  the  rules  reported  by  the  commission,  with  such  alterations 
as  you  deem  advisable. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  Silas  W.  Burt. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  February  6,  1879. 

My  dear  General  :  —  My  hearty  congratulations  on  the  result 
of  Monday’s  work  in  the  Senate.  We  must  see  that  our  pledges 
are  faithfully  kept.  Let  the  offices  be  conducted  on  business 
principles,  and  under  fixed  rules,  and  the  public  will  be  content. 
Please  confer  with  General  Merritt  and  Mr.  Burt  and  agree 
upon  a  course  of  conduct. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

General  C.  K.  Graham. 


February  14,  —  There  can  be  no  complete  and  permanent 

reform  of  the  civil  service  until  public  opinion  emancipates  Con¬ 
gressmen  from  all  control  and  influence  over  government  patron¬ 
age.  Legislation  is  required  to  establish  the  reform.  No  proper 
legislation  is  to  be  expected  as  long  as  Members  of  Congress 
are  engaged  in  procuring  offices  for  their  constituents.  It  is  not 
for  me  to  lay  down  rules  for  the  personal  conduct  of  Members 
of  Congress  on  this  subject.  I  shall  certainly  give  due  weight 
to  information  received  from  Congressmen  whether  it  is  volun¬ 
teered  or  given  on  my  request.  The  end  the  public  are  interested 
in,  is  the  independence  of  Congressmen  of  all  responsibility  for 
appointments,  and  this  depends  largely  on  the  people  themselves. 

Let  government  appointments  be  wholly  separated  from  con¬ 
gressional  influence  and  control  except  as  provided  in  the  Con¬ 
stitution  and  all  needed  reforms  of  the  service  will  speedily  and 
surely  follow.  Impressed  with  the  vital  importance  of  good  ad¬ 
ministration  in  all  departments  of  government,  I  must  do  the 
best  I  can  unaided  by  public  opinion,  and  opposed  in  and  out  of 
Congress  by  a  large,  part  of  the  most  powerful  men  in  my  party. 
I  have  written  a  letter  to  General  Merritt  which  taken  with  my 
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message  embodies  the  leading  principles  on  which  I  desire  the 
officers  appointed  by  me  to  administer  their  offices.  I  will  have 
them  printed  together  and  send  them  to  important  offices,  as 
occasion  seems  to  demand. 

February  20,  1879.  —  Both  houses  have  passed  a  bill  intended 
to  prevent  Chinese  from  coming  to  this  country  in  large  num¬ 
bers.  I  am  satisfied  the  present  Chinese  labor  invasion  (it  is  not 
in  any  proper  sense  immigration  —  women  and  children  do  not 
come)  is  pernicious  and  should  be  discouraged.  Our  experience 
in  dealing  with  the  weaker  races  —  the  negroes  and  Indians, 
for  example,  —  is  not  encouraging.  We  shall  oppress  the 
Chinamen,  and  their  presence  will  make  hoodlums  or  vagabonds 
of  their  oppressors.  I  therefore  would  consider  with  favor  suit¬ 
able  measures  to  discourage  the  Chinese  from  coming  to  our 
shores.  But  I  suspect  that  this  bill  is  inconsistent  with  our 
treaty  obligations.  I  must  carefully  examine  it.  If  it  violates 
the  National  faith,  I  must  decline  to  approve  it. 


Private. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  February  21,  1879. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  With  no  time  for  letter-writing,  I  say  a  few 
words  touching  the  subject  of  your  note  to  Mrs.  Hayes. 

Public  men  are  so  used  to  abuse  and  misrepresentation  that  a 
level-headed  man  cares  nothing  for  it.  But  it  does  touch  me  to 
find  that  you,  knowing  me  as  you  do,  can  for  a  moment  be  dis¬ 
turbed  even  by  such  an  article  as  the  enclosed.  False  certainly, 
and  malicious  probably,  the  article  is.  One  man  [Hey wood, 
convicted  of  sending  obscene  matter  in  the  mails,]  was  pardoned 
after  serving  six  or  eight  months  on  the  decided  recommendation 
of  the  pardoning  officers  of  the  Bureau  of  Justice,  on  grounds 
perfectly  settled  and  unassailable,  and  which  are  considered 
sufficient  by  every  Christian  man  to  whom  I  have  named  them, 
including  the  best  and  most  trusted  men  of  the  Met*. odist 
Episcopal  Church,  clerical  and  lay.  The  man  is  a  very  dangerous 
man,  openly  opposing  religion  and  marriage.  I  do  not  discuss 
his  pardon  publicly  because  I  believe  it  my  duty  to  suffer  mis - 
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representation  rather  than  give  him  the  increased  influence  for 
mischief  which  my  advertisement  would  surely  do. 

I  have  had  almost  eight  years’  experience  in  the  use  of  the 
pardoning  power.  I  act  upon  rules  as  to  leading  cases  which 
are  perfectly  sound  in  the  judgment  of  all  well  informed  people. 
In  this  case  I  was  right.  But  to  say  so,  as  I  might,  with  the 
reasons  for  it,  would  do  injury.  Let  it  pass  in  silence,  as  one 
of  the  mistakes,  if  you  please,  of  the  President. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Rev.  Dr.  R.  M.  Hatfield, 

Evanston,  Illinois. 


February  23,  1879.  —  The  Chinese  Bill  now  likely  to  pass  both 
houses  —  has  passed  both  but  is  waiting  action  of  the  House  on 
Senate  amendments  —  attracts  much  attention.  As  I  see  it,  our 
treaty  with  China  forbids  me  to  give  it  my  approval.  The  treaty 
was  of  our  seeking.  It  was  proposed  by  our  minister  to  China, 
Mr.  Burlingame.  He  became  the  Ambassador  of  China  to  this 
country,  and  in  Washington  negotiated  it  with  Mr.  Seward.  It 
was  first  ratified  by  our  Senate  and  sent  to  China  for  ratification 
there.  It  was  applauded  by  all  parts  of  this  country.  The 
Pacific  Coast  joined  in  this.  It  is  now  claimed  that  it  has  proved 
unsatisfactory  and  pernicious,  and  the  bill  in  question  seeks  to 
prevent  the  mischiefs  complained  of  by  a  measure  which  violates 
its  most  important  provisions.  We  have  accepted  the  advantages 
which  the  treaty  gives  us.  Our  traders,  missionaries,  and  travel¬ 
lers  are  domiciled  in  China.  Important  interests  have  grown  up 
under  the  treaty  and  rest  upon  faith  in  its  observance. 

One  of  the  parties  to  a  treaty  cannot  rightfully  by  legislation 
violate  it. 

The  whole  subject  was  thoroughly  understood  when  this  treaty 
was  made.  For  twenty  years  the  Chinamen  had  been  coming. 
Complaints  were  made.  Laws  passed  to  prevent  it.  We  chose 
to  enter  into  the  treaty.  If  we  assume  it  to  have  been  a  mis¬ 
taken  policy,  it  was  our  policy.  We  urged  it  on  China.  Our 
minister  conducted  it. 
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In  the  maintenance  of  the  national  faith,  it  is  in  my  judgment 
a  plain  duty  to  withhold  my  approval  from  this  bill.  We  should 
deal  with  China  in  this  matter  precisely  as  we  expect  and  wish 
other  nations  to  deal  with  us. 

All  the  protection  which  the  treaty  gives  to  Chinese  subjects 
who  have  come  to  America  in  the  faith  of  that  treaty  would  be 
withdrawn.  In  like  manner  our  citizens,  who  as  missionaries 
and  in  commercial  pursuits  are  domiciled  in  China,  would  be 
left  without  treaty  protection. 

Under  these  articles  the  Chinese  have  the  rights  of  the  most 
favored  nation  in  this  country. 

We  stand  for  the  sacred  observance  of  treaties. 

We  abrogate  without  notice,  without  negotiation,  the  vital 
articles  of  a  treaty  of  our  own  seeking,  and,  it  may  be  truthfully 
said,  of  our  own  making.  No  precedent  for  such  action  except 
in  cases  which  justify  war. 

Grant  that  the  results  are  unsatisfactory  and  pernicious.  We 
make  no  complaint  to  China  before  taking  action. 

No  change  in  facts  has  occurred  since  the  treaty  was  made 
ten  years  ago.  No  new  and  sudden  emergency  has  arisen.  The 
same  causes  of  complaint,  the  same  facts,  were  then  before 
our  eyes.  Our  countrymen  on  the  Pacific  Coast  with  great 
unanimity  and  with  the  utmost  earnestness  desire  a  change  in 
our  relations  with  China.  They  are  entitled  to  have,  and  they 
should  have,  our  sympathy  in  this  matter.  If  we  could  put  our¬ 
selves  in  their  places  it  is  absolutely  certain  that  we  should 
think  and  feel  as  they  do.  We  should  at  once  devise  appropriate 
measures  to  give  them  assurance  of  relief.  This  can  be  done 
long  before  there  is  any  material  increase  of  their  present  diffi¬ 
culties  without  any  violation  of  the  national  faith,  and  without 
any  real  or  substantial  departure  from  our  traditional  policy  on 
the  subject  of  immigration. 

February  26,  1879.  —  Last  evening  we  had  a  new  sort  of 
gathering  for  the  White  House  — an  official  entertainment  to  the 
diplomatic  corps.  Guests  invited  and  refreshments.  The  diffi¬ 
cult  point  was  to  draw  the  line  among  officials  and  the  exclusion 
of  all  unofficial  persons.  It  was  solved  as  follows:  We  invited 
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all  members  now  in  Washington  of  this  and  the  next  Congress, 
all  Cabinet  and  United  States  judicial  officers  in  the  city,  the 
heads  of  bureaus,  army  officers  of  the  rank  of  colonel  and  up¬ 
wards,  naval  officers  of  the  rank  of  captain  and  above,  the 
secretary  of  the  Smithsonian,  head  of  agricultural  [and]  print¬ 
ing  [bureaus],  elected  officers  of  House  and  Senate,  all  ex¬ 
representatives  to  foreign  powers,  ex-Speaker  Winthrop.  The 
only  private  citizen  invited  was  Mr.  Corcoran. 

Mr.  Bancroft  spoke  warmly  about  it;  said  it  was  the  finest 
affair  ever  had  in  the  White  House.  Many  others  talked  in  a 
similar  strain.  It  was  no  doubt  a  successful  and  enjoyable  affair. 
Lucy  and  I  received  and  shook  hands  with  the  stream  of  people 
about  two  hours  as  they  wrere  coming  in ;  and  after  a  few  min¬ 
utes’  promenading,  I  with  Mrs.  McKinley,  Lucy  with  Mr.  George 
Bancroft  (the  venerable  historian),  we  again  took  our  places 
in  the  East  Room  fronting  the  main  entrance  and  a  little  back 
of  the  central  chandelier,  and  again  shook  hands  for  an  hour 
with  the  departing  guests.  We  did  not  enter  the  dining-rooms 
until  after  eleven  when  the  affair  was  happily  over. 

February  28.  —  Our  party  to  the  diplomatic  corps  was  all 
that  could  be  desired.  One  mistake  was  made.  We  did  not  in¬ 
clude  among  “officials”  the  reporters  —  the  gentlemen  of  the 
press.  Strictly  they  are  not  officials.  But  their  connection  with 
Congress  is  so  intimate  and  important  that  they  might  properly 
be  included  with  the  officers  of  Congress.  Nothing  sinister  was 
intended.  It  was  not  considered.  But  it  has  [caused]  great 
irritation,  and  accounts  of  the  affair,  corresponding  with  the  feel¬ 
ings  of  the  writers,  have  been  sent  out. 

The  exclusion  of  wine  from  the  list  of  refreshments  has  turned 
out  exceedingly  well.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  dissipation  here. 
At  the  receptions  of  the  British  Minister,  and  at  that  of  the 
Mexican  Minister,  disgraceful  things  were  done  by  young  men 
made  reckless  by  too  much  wine.  Hence  the  necessity  for  our 
course  is  obvious,  and  is  commended  in  unexpected  quarters. 
Many  of  the  foreign  gentlemen  speak  of  it  with  approval.  We 
shall  stick  to  it. 

The  veto  of  the  anti-Chinese  bill  is  generally  approved  east 
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of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  bitterly  denounced  west  of  the 
mountains.  I  was  burned  in  effigy  in  one  town !  No  doubt  a 
population  without  women  —  without  wives  and  mothers  —  that 
can’t  assimilate  with  us,  that  underbids  our  laborers,  must  be 
hateful.  It  should  be  made  certain  by  proper  methods  that  such 
an  invasion  cannot  permanently  override  our  people.  It  cannot 
safely  be  admitted  into  the  bosom  of  our  American  society. 


CHAPTER  XXXVII 


PRESIDENT - THIRD  YEAR - THE  CONTEST  WITH  CON¬ 
GRESS  - SUCCESSFUL  MAINTENANCE  OF 

THE  EXECUTIVE  PREROGATIVE - 

THE  PANAMA  CANAL 

HE  first  three  months  of  the  third  year  of  Mr.  Hayes’s 


-L  Administration  were  of  absorbing  interest  by  reason  of  a 
contest  between  the  President  and  the  Democratic  majority  of 
the  Forty-sixth  Congress.  Two  of  the  great  appropriation  bills 
the  Army  Bill,  and  the  Legislative,  Executive,  and  Judicial  Bill 
—  had  failed  of  passage  in  the  Forty-fifth  Congress.  The  Demo¬ 
cratic  majority  of  the  House  had  insisted  on  attaching  “riders” 
to  the  bills  which  the  Republican  Senate  refused  to  accept.  These 
riders  were  to  repeal  the  law  authorizing  the  use  of  the  army 
“to  keep  the  peace  at  the  polls,”  and  to  repeal  the  jurors’  test- 
oath  law  and  the  federal  election  law. 

The  President  called  a  special  session  of  the  Forty-sixth  Con¬ 
gress  to  meet  March  18,  1879,  to  repair  the  neglect  of  its 
predecessor.  In  this  Congress,  for  the  first  time  in  twenty  years, 
the  Democrats  had  a  majority  in  both  houses.  They  came  to¬ 
gether  with  the  expressed  determination  to  refuse  to  pass  the 
appropriations  except  with  the  objectionable  riders  attached.  Mr. 
Hayes  was  as  fully  determined  not  to  yield  to  coercion  —  not  to 
be  forced  to  sign  a  bill  containing  provsions  to  which  he  con¬ 
scientiously  objected  under  the  threat  that  otherwise  supplies  for 
the  conduct  of  the  Government  would  be  refused.  He  vetoed  bill 
after  bill  containing  the  questionable  “riders,”  his  veto  messages 
winning  increasing  popular  approval.  “The  Democrats  who  had 
started  out  in  March  with  the  boast  that  they  would  wipe  all 
the  federal  election  laws  off  the  statute  book  or  block  the  wheels 
of  Government,  had  been  forced,  by  the  President’s  firmness 
and  by  indignant  public  opinion,  to  recede,  step  by  step,  in  their 
efforts  to  make  political  capital  out  of  the  unnecessary  special 
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session  they  had  imposed  on  the  country,  till  when  they  returned 
to  their  homes  in  July  they  had  nothing  to  show  for  their 
labors  but  the  refusal  to  appropriate  a  few  hundred  thousand 
dollars  to  pay  marshals’  fees.”*  All  the  honors  of  the  contest 
rested  with  the  President.  His  popularity  had  never  been  so 
great  nor  the  Republican  party  so  united  in  his  support. 

In  September  the  President  made  a  journey  through  the  Mid¬ 
dle  West  going  as  far  as  central  Kansas.  Everywhere  he  was 
received  with  spontaneous  enthusiasm  and  every  indication  of 
popular  approval  and  regard.  His  most  important  speech  was 
made  at  Youngstown,  Ohio,  September  17.  It  was  a  forceful 
presentation  of  the  fundamental  principles  of  our  dual  system 
of  government,  of  the  causes  and  results  of  the  War  for  the 
Union,  and  of  the  duty  of  maintaining  unimpaired  “the  settle¬ 
ments  of  the  war  in  favor  of  equal  rights  and  the  supremacy  of 
the  laws  of  the  Nation,”  which  attracted  universal  attention  and 
discussion. 

During  the  year  the  activities  of  Ferdinand  de  Lesseps  in 
promoting  his  plans  for  his  Panama  Canal  project  brought  the 
President  to  a  thorough  consideration  of  the  correct  attitude  of 
America  towards  any  inter-oceanic  canal.  He  formulated  his 
ideas  on  the  subject  in  a  message  to  Congress  which  was  pre¬ 
sented  at  the  beginning  of  his  last  year  in  the  White  House.] 


March  p,  1879.  —  The  Forty-fifth  Congress  adjourned  without 
making  provision  for  the  support  of  the  army,  and  for  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  civil  list.  I  therefore  immediately  called  a  special 
session  of  the  Forty-sixth  Congress  to  meet  the  18th  —  two 
weeks  after  the  adjournment  of  the  Forty-fifth  Congress.  The 
appropriation  bills  were  defeated  by  a  disagreement  between  the 
House  and  Senate.  The  House  insisted  on  the  right  to  force 
its  views  on  several  questions  of  general  legislation  upon  the 
Senate  by  the  threat  of  defeating  appropriations  if  the  Senate 
did  not  yield.  The  Senate  adhered  to  its  own  views.  Hence  no 
appropriations  for  the  purposes  named.  Now  the  question 
will  come  to  me. 


*  "Life,”  vol.  ii,  p.  204. 
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The  Senate  and  House  in  the  Forty-sixth  Congress  being  both 
Democratic  will  insist  on  the  right  to  repeal  the  election  laws, 
and,  in  case  of  my  refusal,  will  put  the  repeal  on  the  appropriation 
bills.  They  will  stop  the  wheels  - —  block  the  wheels  of  govern¬ 
ment,  if  I  do  not  yield  my  convictions  in  favor  of  the  election 
laws.  It  will  be  a  severe,  perhaps  a  long  contest.  I  do  not  fear 
it.  I  do  not  even  dread  it.  The  people  will  not  allow  this  revolu¬ 
tionary  course  to  triumph. 

See  Thurman  in  Record,  March  8,  p.  13.  Quote  in  reply  to 
this  Jackson’s  claim  to  represent  the  Nation. 

March  18,  1879.  —  The  House  organized  today  by  electing  Mr. 
Randall  Speaker.  Tomorrow  I  will  send  in  my  short  message  to 
Congress  in  special  session.  An  important  struggle  then  begins. 
The  Democrats  will  attempt  by  coercion  of  the  President  to 
secure  a  repeal  of  legislation  which  I  deem  wise  and  important. 
This  is  to  place  the  Executive  “under  the  coercive  dictation”  of 
a  bare  majority  of  the  two  houses  of  Congress.  This  is  a  mode 
of  evading  the  constitutional  provision  as  to  the  President’s 
participation  in  legislation.  It  is  a  “measure  of  coercion,”  a 
revolutionary  measure. 

I  must  resist  it  to  the  last  extremity.  I  say,  first,  I  object  to 
the  repeal  of  important  legislation  designed  to  protect  the  elec¬ 
tions,  to  secure  the  purity,  the  honesty,  the  sanctity  of  the  bal¬ 
lot-box. 

But  what  is  of  far  more  importance,  I  object  to  the  bill  be¬ 
cause  it  is  an  unconstitutional  and  revolutionary  attempt  to  de¬ 
prive  the  Executive  of  one  of  his  most  important  prerogatives ; 
to  coerce  him  to  approve  a  measure  which  he  in  fact  does  not 
approve.  The  measure  is  “attached  to  an  appropriation  bill 
as  a  means  of  coercion.” 

No  precedent  shall  be  established  with  my  consent  to  a  meas¬ 
ure  which  is  tantamount  to  coercion  of  the  Executive.  I  stand 
for  “the  equal”  and  constitutional  “independence  of  the  Execu¬ 
tive.”  The  independence  of  the  different  departments  of  the 
Government  are  [is]  essential  to  the  progress  and  the  existence 
of  good  government.  Loving  the  order,  the  peace,  the  perpetuity 
of  our  institutions,  I  must  go  on  to  the  end  of  my  term. 

34 
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If  in  these  laws  there  are  provisions  which  interfere  with  free 
and  fair  elections,  let  those  provisions  be  so  amended  as  to  secure 
such  elections.  All  attempts  to  improve  them  have  my  sympathy, 
and  all  wisely  directed  efforts  to  that  end  shall  have  my  support. 

I  will  not  be  driven  to  consider  the  repeal  of  these  laws  under 
unlawful  duress  and  menace,  [which  would  be  attempted  if  the 
repeal  is]  attached  to  appropriation  bills. 

If  separate  bills  are  presented  for  the  repeal  of  laws  author¬ 
izing  soldiers  to  be  sent  to  the  polls  at  elections  to  keep  the 
peace,  and  to  repeal  all  laws  prescribing  test  oaths  (See  Beck, 
[Record]  March  8,  [page]  io),  I  would  consider  and  approve 
them.  But  to  attach  these  measures  to  appropriation  bills  for 
the  purpose  of  coercing  the  action  of  the  Executive  presents  a 
very  different  question. 

As  to  some  of  the  measures  which  it  is  sought  to  repeal,  I 
would  regard  it  a  duty  to  approve  separate  bills  framed  in  the 
usual  way  for  that  purpose.  And  as  to  all  of  them,  I  would 
consider  with  favor  independent  measures  modifying,  amending, 
and  improving  them  without  impairing  their  efficiency.  But  pre¬ 
sented  in  a  way  and  for  the  purpose  of  coercion,  I  cannot  even 
consider  their  merits. 

March  21,  1879.  —  Yesterday  was  Webb’s  birthday.  He  is 
twenty-three  years  old.  Without  the  scholarship  I  wish  he  had, 
he  is  yet  a  boy  to  be  content  with.  He  is  honest,  cheerful,  very 
sensible,  and  full  of  social  and  friendly  qualities,  with  good  habits 
and  principles. 

My  war  horse,  old  “Whitey,”  died  yesterday  at  Fremont. 
Two  dispatches  were  received  telling  the  fact.  Little  Fanny  in 
the  presence  of  strangers  spoke  lightly  of  it,  but  she  had  a  good 
cry  over  it  alone. 

We  had  General  Garfield  and  Mr.  Hiscock,  of  the  House,  with 
Dr.  Waddell  and  Miss  Devens  at  dinner  last  evening.  The  talk 
was  very  interesting  —  chiefly  on  the  political  situation. 

The  threatened  deadlock  on  the  appropriation  bills  is  main¬ 
tained,  but  the  manner  in  which  Democrats  will  present  it  is 
not  yet  known  to  the  Republicans.  Perhaps  it  is  not  yet  decided 
how  to  do  it.  Many  of  our  Senators  are  in  favor  of  vetoing  all 
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bills  repealing  either  the  discretionary  test  oath,  the  right  to 
preserve  peace  at  [the]  polls,  and  [or]  the  election  laws.  My  in¬ 
clination  is  to  approve  the  first  two  measures,  if  presented  to  me 
separately,  and  I  shall  certainly  veto  any  repeal  of  the  election 
laws  which  does  not  substitute  equally  efficient  measures  in  their 
place. 

But  it  is  conjectured  that  these  measures  will  be  presented 
to  me  as  riders  to  different  appropriation  bills.  Suppose  this  is 
done,  how  shall  I  treat  the  appropriation  bills  which  contain  the 
repeals  which  I  would  approve  if  they  were  separate  bills  ?  Is 
not  this  a  sound  view?  The  repeal,  for  example,  of  the  dis¬ 
cretionary  test  oath  is  attached  to  an  appropriation  bill  as  a 
measure  of  coercion.  I  will  not  consider  the  merits  of  the  bill 
so  presented.  The  appropriation  bill  is  essential  to  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  the  Government.  It  is  perfectly  well  known  that  the 
Executive  approves  it.  It  is  the  duty  of  Congress  to  pass  it. 
The  rider  is  attached  to  it  to  get  rid  of  the  constitutional  exercise 
of  the  veto  power  to  defeat  that  measure  in  case  the  President 
does  not  approve  it.  This  is  the  first  attempt  in  our  history  to 
break  down  the  functions  of  the  Executive  by  coercion.  I 
cannot  approve  it. 

March  22,  1879.  —  The  Democratic  members  of  the  two  houses 
of  Congress  have  held  caucuses  and  appointed  committees  to 
decide  the  course  they  will  take  as  to  the  measures  which  caused 
the  deadlock  between  the  House  and  Senate,  at  the  end  of  the  last 
session.  It  now  seems  probable  that  they  will  put  all  of  their 
repealing  measures  into  one  bill ;  a  bill  which  will  repeal  the 
jurors’  oaths,  the  law  authorizing  soldiers  to  keep  the  peace  at 
the  polls,  and  the  law  which  provides  for  the  appointment  of 
deputy  marshals  to  protect  the  polls.  If  presented  to  me,  I 
should  probably  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  veto  such  a  bill. 

The  law  as  to  the  appointment  of  marshals  to  protect  the 
supervisors  and  [to]  prevent  violence  and  fraud  may  require 
extensive  modifications.  But  that  there  should  be  such  officers 
—  officers  as  impartial  as  possible  —  is  almost  a  necessity.  Do 
not  the  States  provide  some  such  machinery  for  state  elections? 
Is  mere  supervision  enough?  Do  not  the  States  provide  for 
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keeping  the  peace  at  the  polls  at  state  elections?  Should  not 
the  Nation  do  it  at  national  elections?  Whatever  force  by  means 
of  civil  officers  the  States  provide  should  be  provided  by  the 
Nation. 

Mem.:  —  Get  the  laws  of  a  few  of  the  leading  States  —  the 
new  and  the  old. 

Experience  has  shown  that  the  protection  and.  conduct  of 
national  elections  cannot  safely  be  left  to  the  States. 

I  cannot  consent  to  the  repeal  of  the  election  laws  enacted 
by  Congress  unless  others  equally  effective  are  substituted. 

Believing  that  the  national  authority  is  ample  to  protect  and 
secure  free  and  fair  congressional  elections,  I  must  insist  upon 
retaining  the  existing  laws  until  more  efficient  and  better  are 
enacted.  If  national  military  force  is  not  allowed  to  keep  the 
peace  at  the  polls,  civil  authority  should  be  provided  for  that 
purpose. 

The  enactment  into  law  of  this  bill  will  turn  over  to  the  mere 
local  authorities  the  most  important  national  elections.  The 
Constitution  does  not  contemplate  this.  It  provides  (Article  I, 
Section  4)  :  —  “The  times,  places,  and  manner  of  holding  elec¬ 
tions  for  Senators  and  Representatives  shall  be  prescribed  in  each 
State  by  the  Legislature  thereof ;  but  the  Congress  may  at  any 
time,  by  law,  make  or  alter  such  regulations,  except  as  to  the 
place  of  choosing  Senators.” 

The  principle  of  the  bill  is  a  denial  of  the  right  and  duty  of  the 
Nation  to  legislate  for  the  security  of  congressional  elections. 

The  State  may  have  its  military  at  the  polls  and  its  police, 
but  the  Nation  is  to  be  powerless.  Or  rather,  the  bill  admits 
the  right,  the  duty,  and  the  necessity  for  national  supervision, 
but  denies  the  power  to  make  it  effective, 

March  23,  1879.  —  The  Democrats  in  Congress  show  signs  of 
receding  from  their  revolutionary  programme.  They  now  talk 
of  trying  to  remove  the  objectionable  features  in  the  election 
laws.  But  the  claim  still  seems  to  be  all  but  universal  that  the 
National  Government  has  no  right  to  use  force,  either  military 
or  civil,  to  protect  the  freedom  of  the  elections.  The  States  alone 
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are  to  be  allowed  such  powers.  They  may  have  both  military 
and  police  forces,  but  the  Nation  is  to  be  confined  to  mere  super¬ 
vision,  observation,  and  the  like.  This  will  not  do.  The  author¬ 
ity  of  the  National  Government  must  be  maintained. 

The  proposed  compromise  measure  does  not  protect  the  polls 
from  military  interference.  There  may  be  soldiers,  police,  and 
the  posse  comitatus  at  the  polls,  but  they  must  be  under  state 
authority.  The  National  Government  alone  is  forbidden  to  ex¬ 
hibit  force  to  keep  the  peace  and  protect  electors.  This  is  not 
the  principle  of  the  Constitution.  This  whole  power  is  expressly 
vested  in  the  United  States. 

The  facts  in  which  the  law  had  its  origin  are  well  known.  In 
the  opinion  of  many  well  informed  citizens,  the  election  ten 
years  ago  in  the  first  State  in  population  and  political  power, 
was  carried  by  frauds.  The  true  result  of  the  state,  Presidential, 
and  congressional  elections  were  [was]  reversed.  An  investiga¬ 
tion  confirmed  the  belief  of  the  public  and  this  law  was  enacted. 

Recent  elections  in  several  States  have  shown  that  state  regu¬ 
lations  are  not  to  be  relied  on  to  secure  free  and  fair  elections. 
It  is  believed  that  if  the  congressional  elections,  at  which  members 
of  the  present  House  of  Representatives  were  chosen,  had  been 
free  and  fair,  and  their  results  correctly  reported  and  acted  upon, 
that  there  would  have  been  a  majority  of  the  present  House  op¬ 
posed  to  the  bill  I  am  now  considering.  With  the  experience 
of  the  last  twenty  years  before  us,  we  are  forced  to  the  conclu¬ 
sion  that  the  ample  powers  which  the  Constitution  confers  to 
regulate  congressional  elections  should  be  exerted  in  furtherance 
of  laws  as  equal  and  impartial  in  their  operation  as  can  be  de¬ 
vised.  If  the  present  laws  need  changes,  in  order  to  render  them 
more  effective  and  at  the  same  time  more  impartial,  less  expen¬ 
sive,  and  less  liable  to  abuse,  I  shall  cheerfully  unite  with 
Congress  in  securing  such  modifications  of  existing  statutes. 
But  to  repeal  these  laws  without  substituting  better  —  especially 
if  it  be  done  on  the  principle  that  the  national  authority  is  to  be 
subordinate  to  the  state  — is  in  my  judgment  wholly  inad¬ 
missible. 

If  there  had  been  free  and  fair  elections  in  [all]  the  States 
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during  the  last  few  years,  there  would  now  be  Republican  ma¬ 
jorities  in  both  Houses  of  Congress  —  in  the  Senate  and  in  the 
House. 

The  question  presented  by  this  bill  is  not  whether  we  shall 
have  the  present  law  or  a  better  one,  but  between  this  law  and 
no  national  law  at  all  for  the  protection  of  the  elections.  If  the 
present  laws  are  not  so  efficient  as  may  be  desired ;  if,  notwith¬ 
standing  these  laws,  great  outrages  have  been  committed  against 
the  freedom  and  fairness  of  elections,  it  is  our  duty  to  provide 
wiser  statutes. 

It  is  not  to  be  denied  that  in  the  last  elections  great  wrongs 
were  done;  the  laws  conferring  suffrage  on  citizens  were  not 
regarded  in  some  parts  of  the  country.  These  provisions  should 
be  enforced.  Let  us  have  an  effort  to  do  it. 

It  is  not  the  plain  duty  of  the  National  Government  to  make 
such  regulations  respecting  the  election  of  members  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  as  will  secure  free  and  fair  elections,  in  case 
the  States  fail  to  do  it? 

Suppose  the  President  should  say,  I  will  sign  no  bill  on  any 
subject  of  general  legislation  until  the  appropriation  bills  are 
passed? 

I  do  not  call  in  question  the  motives  of  those  with  whom  I  am 
unable  to  agree,  but  believing  the  tendency  of  this  bill  is  to  de¬ 
prive  the  President  of  the  share  in  legislation  which  is  conferred 
upon  him  by  the  Constitution,  I  cannot  approve  it.  The  attempt 
to  pass  a  measure  under  a  menace  that  the  Government  shall  be 
stopped  if  the  President  declines  to  yield  his  convictions  of  duty 
has  never  yet  succeeded  —  has  never  before  been  made.  To 
consent  to  it  is  to  make  a  radical  change  in  the  character  of  the 
Government.  The  House  of  Representatives,  in  case  this  prin¬ 
ciple  is  established,  becomes  the  Government.  With  the  sole 
power  to  originate  the  measures  upon  which  the  existence  of 
government  depends,  and  with  the  doctrine  established  that  the 
House  may  legitimately  refuse  to  act  unless  the  other  branches 
of  the  Government  obey  its  commands,  the  House  of  Represen¬ 
tatives  will  become  a  despotism  with  unlimited  power. 

If  in  all  of  the  States  the  last  Congressional  elections  had  been 
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free  and  fair  elections,  this  bill  would,  it  is  believed,  never  have 
been  passed  by  Congress. 

For  my  views  on  fair  elections  see  message  on  registry  laws 
in  Ohio  and  the  last  regular  message. 

It  is  the  right  and  duty,  and  the  necessity  exists,  that  the  Presi¬ 
dent  should  exhaust  his  constitutional  authority  to  secure  to  every 
American  citizen  possessing  the  qualifications  of  an  elector  the 
right  to  cast  at  each  congressional  election  one  unintimidated 
ballot  and  to  have  it  honestly  counted.  The  existing  legislation 
enacted  with  this  end  in  view  —  for  this  purpose  —  is  not  so 
effective  as  it  should  be ;  it  may  be  liable  to  abuses ;  but  it  should 
not  be  repealed  without  providing  in  its  stead  a  measure  more 
wisely  framed  to  accomplish  the  desired  object. 

Authority  exists  in  most  of  the  States  to  use  the  military  at 
the  polls  (?).  If  the  red-shirts  can  be  present  at  the  polls  in 
South  Carolina,  why  cannot  the  bluecoats  be  called  in  also? 

Authority  exists  in  the  States,  also,  to  marshal  civil  officers 
at  the  polls  to  keep  the  peace,  make  arrests,  and  the  like.  May 
not  the  Nation  do  the  same? 

To  protect  the  rights  of  citizens  and  to  secure  peaceful  and 
fair  elections,  the  States  generally  have  provided  laws  author¬ 
izing  at  state  elections  the  military  to  keep  the  peace  and  to  pro¬ 
tect  the  voters.  There  are  also  laws  authorizing  civil  officers, 
sheriffs,  police,  and  the  like,  to  maintain  the  freedom  of  the  state 
elections.  In  the  absence  of  regulations  by  the  national  authority, 
the  States  would  still  have  soldiers  at  the  polls  and  civil  officers 
authorized  to  make  arrests.  But  the  Constitution  confers  su¬ 
preme  authority  on  the  National  Government  as  to  the  regulation 
of  the  national  congressional  elections. 

March  25.  —  The  Constitution  makes  the  national  laws  su¬ 
preme  in  the  regulation  of  congressional  elections.  But  if  the 
laws  now  on  the  statute  books  regulating  these  elections  are 
repealed,  without  the  enactment  of  others  in  their  place,  the  State 
Governments  will  have  full  control  at  these  elections.  State 
executive  officers  may  have  state  troops  at  the  polls ;  state 
sheriffs  and  police  may  be  there  to  exercise  all  the  authority 
conferred  by  these  laws  on  national  officials.  The  complaint  is, 
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that  there  are  to  be  soldiers  and  officers  of  the  law  at  the  polls. 
This  is  not  changed  by  this  bill.  It  merely  puts  state  soldiers 
and  officials  in  place  of  national  soldiers  and  officials  as  safe¬ 
guards  for  national  elections.  The  experience  o f  the  past  is 
against  this  change. 

Washington,  March  26,  1879.  —  I  begin  a  new  book  in  the 
midst  of  serious  and  perplexing  events.  A  deadlock  on  appro¬ 
priation  bills  fexistsl.  The  debates  so  far  have  been  very 
/meagre.  Mr.  Hoar  in  the  Senate  today  made  a  profound  speech 
against  the  Democratic  revolution.  Conkling  yesterday  spoke  on 
the  election  of  new  officers  in  the  Senate.  The  Democrats  turned 
out  all  of  the  old  elective  officers.  Conkling  managed  to  drag 
in  by  the  heels  his  hatred  of  me.  Poor  man,  he  will  never  for¬ 
give  me  for  having  beaten  him  in  the  Cincinnati  convention.  He 
has  been  a  traitor  to  his  party  three  times.  His  treachery  stopped 
short  of  results  only  because  he  lacked  the  backbone  required 
to  make  it  notorious  and  effective.  Once,  in  1876,  in  the  elec¬ 
tion;  in  1877,  in  the  electoral  count;  and  in  1878,  in  the  Potter 
Committee’s  attack  on  the  Presidential  title.  I  showed  my  dis¬ 
regard  of  his  attack  yesterday  by  sending  to  the  Senate  today 
the  name  of  one  of  his  friends,  President  A.  D.  White,  a  capital 
man,  for  the  Berlin  mission. 

March  27,  1879.  —  The  question  still  lacks  adequate  state¬ 
ment.  If  the  two  houses  of  Congress  make  the  approval  of  any 
measure  of  general  legislation  a  condition  without  which  they 
will  refuse  to  make  the  requisite  appropriations  to  carry  on  the 
Government,  should  the  President  yield  to  that  coercion  ? 

Curtis,  Volume  2,  p.  257:  —  “The  authority  of  Congress  at 
any  time  to  make  or  alter  such  regulations  when  exercised  must 
be  paramount,  whether  a  state  regulation  exists  at  the  time  or 
not.” 

The  authority  of  the  general  Government  to  regulate  by  law  at 
any  time  the  congressional  elections  is  paramount. 

Whatever  is  to  be  done  in  regard  to  elections,  here  is  ample 
power  to  do  it.  Whatever  the  States  may  do  as  to  their  elections, 
the  United  States  may  do  as  to  congressional  elections  —  and 
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that,  as  Curtis  says,  “whether  a  state  regulation  exists  at  the 
time  or  not” 

Believing  that  the  National  Government  under  the  Constitution 
has  power  to  enact  and  enforce  laws  regulating  congressional 
elections  so  as  to  secure  fair  and  peaceful  elections,  and  con¬ 
vinced  that  the  necessity  for  such  legislation  exists,  I  cannot 
approve  any  measure  for  the  repeal  of  the  present  laws  on  that 
subject  which  does  not  provide  wise  and  efficient  safeguards  in 
pursuance  of  the  fourth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Con¬ 
stitution  for  the  elections  which  are  under  the  national  control. 

By  the  Constitution  Congress  has  ample  power  to  “make” 
“regulations”  prescribing  “the  times,  places,  and  manner  of  hold¬ 
ing  elections  for  Senators  and  Representatives”  in  Congress. 
Congress  is  thus  invested  with  all  the  powers  now  exercised  by 
the  States  in  relation  to  these  elections,  and  can  prescribe  elec¬ 
tion  districts,  provide  for  election  officers,  the  mode  of  announc¬ 
ing,  authenticating,  and  declaring  the  results,  and  prescribe 
offenses  for  officers,  voters,  and  others,  in  all  respects  affecting 
or  connected  with  such  elections.  The  Constitution  “authorizes 
Congress  to  do  supremely  whatever  the  state  Legislatures  may  do 
provisionally  on  any  part  of  the  subject.” 

Note.  —  Mr.  Webster  in  regard  to  the  right  of  suffrage,  lays 
down  “two  great  principles  of  the  American  system:  I.  The 
right  of  suffrage  shall  be  guarded,  protected,  and  secured  against 
force  and  against  fraud.  2.  Its  exercise  shall  be  prescribed  by 
previous  law,”  etc.  —  [Volume]  6,  Webster’s  Works,  224. 

The  laws  which  it  is  proposed  to  repeal  are  safeguards  of  hon¬ 
est  elections,  of  fair  and  peaceable  elections. 

I  am  convinced  that  it  is  my  duty  to  exhaust  every 
executive  authority  committed  to  me  by  the  Constitution 
and  the  laws  to  secure  to  every  citizen  having  the  requisite  qual¬ 
ifications  the  right  to  cast  one  unintimidated  ballot  and  to  have 
it  honestly  counted. 

These  lav/s,  framed  as  safeguards  of  honest  elections,  adopted 
by  more  than  two-thirds  majorities  in  both  houses  of  Congress, 
approved  by  the  President,  carried  into  effect  during  the  last 
eight  years  in  many  States  without  serious  question  of  their 
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validity  by  any  court  of  the  United  States,  called  into  action  on 
the  suggestion  [or]  application  of  both  political  parties  in  dif¬ 
ferent  States,  with  a  very  general  conviction  among  the  people 
that  national  laws  are  necessary  to  secure  from  violence  and 
fraud  the  national  elections,  I  cannot  consent  to  their  absolute 
repeal.  If  national  laws  can  be  framed  which  will  better  secure 
impartiality,  less  expense,  or  greater  efficiency,  I  will  cheerfully 
concur  with  Congress  in  such  legislation.  But  if  it  is  sought  to 
repeal  this  or  any  other  legislation  and  to  obtain  the  approval  of 
the  President  by  the  threat  that  Congress  will  grant  no  supplies 
to  carry  on  the  Government  unless  such  approval  is  had,  I  am 
compelled  by  my  convictions  of  duty  to  use  every  constitutional 
authority  (means)  at  my  command  to  prevent  the  repeal  upon 
such  terms. 

Every  measure  should  stand  or  fall  on  its  own  merits.  This 
should  be  the  fundamental  principle  in  legislation. 


Private. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  March  27,  1879. 

My  dear  S — : — I  have  your  note  of  the  24th.  The  inter¬ 
viewer,  Michaels,  called  as  others  do.  His  talk  was  sensible, 
but  he  got  nothing  from  me  that  would  hurt  if  correctly  re¬ 
ported.  I  can’t  imagine  what  he  could  say  that  would  either 
alarm  or  surprise  my  friends.  On  my  part,  the  conversation  was 
such  as  you  would  expect,  and  on  his,  nothing  noticeable  as  I 
now  remember. 

K —  has  not  changed  at  Chicago.  I  knew  him  in  Columbus. 
He  imposed  with  old  papers  on  Shellabarger  and  others,  so  that 
they  endorsed  him.  McD —  should  not  put  him  where  harm 
can  be  done. 

We  are  in  the  midst  of  another  revolutionary  movement.  It 
is  not  unlike  the  Potter  affair.  Already  there  are  signs  of 
weakening  in  the  camp  of  the  ringleaders.  But  the  speeches  of 
last  session  by  [Senators]  Beck  and  Thurman  have  committed 
the  Senate,  and  the  less  pronounced  serenade  speeches  of  Ran¬ 
dall  and  Blackburn  embarrass  them.  Otherwise,  there  would 
be  an  instant  letting  down.  As  it  is,  we  may  have  a  protracted 
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Struggle.  Of  course,  I  don’t  believe  in  test  oaths,  and  do  not 
care  to  use  the  military.  But  the  state-rights  heresy  that  the 
Nation  can  not  enact  safeguards  for  national  elections,  and  the 
still  more  dangerous  doctrine  that  a  bare  majority  in  the  two 
house  [s]  can  absorb  all  the  powers  of  all  the  Departments  of 
the  Government,  cannot  be,  under  any  conceivable  circumstances, 
approved  when  embodied  in  legislation. 

We  are  all  well.  Our  kindest  regards  to  you  and  yours. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Haves. 

Honorable  William  Henry  Smith. 


March  28. —  The  appropriation  bill  for  the  army  was  intro¬ 
duced  into  the  House  yesterday  in  accordance  with  the  caucus 
plan  and  considerable  progress  was  made  towards  its  passage. 
There  is  tacked  to  it  the  repeal  of  the  right  to  employ  the  army 
to  keep  the  peace  at  elections. 

I  do  not  regard  the  measure  thus  tacked  to  the  Army  Appro¬ 
priation  Bill  as  of  vital  importance.  The  army,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  cannot  and  will  not  be  used  for  that  purpose.  But  the 
measure  is  objectionable.  It  applies  to  all  elections,  national  as 
well  as  state,  and  denies  therefore  the  right  of  the  Nation  to 
keep  the  peace  at  the  national  elections  which  by  the  Constitu¬ 
tion  are  under  the  national  control,  and  at  the  same  time  leaves 
the  power  to  the  States  to  use  state  troops  at  the  national  elec¬ 
tions.  There  should  be  no  such  discrimination  against  the 
national  authority.  If  the  presence  of  the  military  at  elections 
should  be  forbidden,  the  prohibition  should  apply  equally  to  all 
soldiers  —  to  those  of  the  States  as  well  as  to  those  of  the 
Nation.  A  general  and  equal  measure  framed  to  accomplish  the 
purpose  of  preventing  any  soldiers,  whether  state  or  national, 
from  interfering  in  the  elections  would  meet  my  approval. 

The  army  can  be  supported  without  these  appropriations  sev¬ 
eral  months,  and  in  case  of  great  necessity  they  might  be  post¬ 
poned  until  the  next  regular  session  of  Congress. 

This  repeal  prevents  persons  in  the  civil  service  of  the  United 
States  —  the  civil  as  well  as  the  military  officers  of  the  United 
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States  —  from  keeping  the  peace  at  the  polls.  It  is  not  the 
military  power  of  the  United  States  alone,  but  it  is  the  civil 
power  also  which  is  to  be  excluded  from  the  elections. 

The  President’s  right  is  to  exercise  his  discretion  and  judg¬ 
ment  upon  all  bills  presented  to  him,  without  constraint  or 
duress  laid  upon  him  by  a  coordinate  branch  of  the  Government. 

March  29,  1879.  —  This  is  a  controversy  which  cannot  and 
ought  not  to  be  compromised.  The  revolutionists  claim  that  a 
bare  majority  in  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  control  all 
legislation  by  tacking  the  measures  they  can’t  pass  through  the 
Senate,  or  over  the  President’s  objections,  to  the  appropriation 
bills  which  are  required  to  carry  on  the  Government.  They 
claim  the  right  to  do  this  under  the  Constitution  and  say  it  is 
according  to  the  practice  and  precedents  in  England.  In  the 
presence  of  this  claim  it  is  idle  to  talk  of  compromises  as  to  the 
particular  measures  which  are  used  as  riders  on  the  appropriation 
bills.  These  measures  may  be  wise  or  unwise.  It  is  enough  to 
say  in  regard  to  them,  that  used  as  they  are  to  establish  a  doc¬ 
trine  which  overthrows  the  constitutional  distribution  of  power 
between  the  different  Departments  of  the  Government,  and  con¬ 
solidates  in  the  House  of  Representatives  the  whole  lawmaking 
power  of  the  Government,  and  with  it  the  judicial  and  executive 
authority  as  well,  we  will  not  discuss  or  consider  them  when 
they  are  so  presented. 

Let  the  appropriation  bills  be  passed  in  the  usual  and  orderly 
course  of  legislation.  Let  there  be  no  attempt  to  coerce  either 
the  Senate  or  the  Executive.  And  then,  at  the  proper  time  and 
in  the  proper  way,  we  will  be  prepared  by  repeal  or  amendment 
to  get  rid  of  whatever  is  objectionable  in  the  existing  legislation. 
I  am  not  a  believer  in  the  continuance  of  the  test  oaths.  I  do  not 
wish  to  see  soldiers  either  under  the  state  or  the  national  author¬ 
ity  at  the  polls.  I  would  have  all  of  the  regulations  as  to  the 
safeguards  of  the  elections  impartial,  fair,  and  economical.  But 
none  of  these  questions  ought  to  be  even  considered  under  the 
revolutionary  threat  that  unless  the  President  yields  up  his  dis¬ 
cretion  and  judgment  concerning  them,  the  revolutionists  will 
destroy  the  Government. 
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Unquestionably,  the  true  rule  of  legislation  is  that  each  measure 
should  stand  or  fall  on  its  own  merits.  This  wise  and  salutary 
rule  has,  however,  been  departed  from  so  often,  and  the  practice 
has  been  so  long  established  by  the  action  of  all  parties,  that  I 
may  not  now  insist  upon  its  non-observance  as  a  ground  for  with¬ 
holding  my  approval  to  bills  submitted  to  me.  There  are  also, 
it  is  believed,  several  cases  in  which  the  House  has  practically 
carried  its  point  against  the  Senate  or  the  Executive  by  tacking 
(under  pain  of  losing)  the  measure  to  the  appropriation  bills. 
But  no  example  has  been  found  in  our  legislative  history  in 
which  this  has  been  attempted  on  the  ground  that  the  [whole 
line  blank],  until  the  opening  of  this  controversy  at  the  close 
of  the  last  Congress. 

To  tack  political  measures  to  appropriation  bills  and 
to  threaten  that  no  appropriations  will  be  made  unless  the 
political  measures  are  approved,  is  not  in  my  judgment  consti¬ 
tutional  conduct. 


Private  and  Confidential. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  March  29,  1879. 
My  dear  Major  :  —  I  send  you  an  interviewer’s  report  of 
President  White’s  views.  Please  notice  the  last  paragraph,  and 
give  it  wide  circulation. 

Of  course  you  are  not  taking  stock  in  sensational  reports  of 


“lack  of  backbone,’ 
House. 


‘backing  down,”  etc.,  etc.,  at  the  White 


Sincerely, 


R.  B.  Hayes. 


Major  Wm.  D.  Bickham, 
Dayton. 


March  30,  1879.  —  To  incorporate  political  measures  in  ap¬ 
propriation  bills  and  think  to  make  the  approval  of  such  legis¬ 
lation  by  the  President  the  condition  on  which  appropriation 
bills  for  the  support  of  the  Government  can  alone  be  passed,  is 
revolutionary  and  unconstitutional. 

To  attach  conditions  to  an  appropriation  bill  is  revolutionary 
and  unconstitutional.  I  cannot  consent  to  consider,  even  to  dis- 
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cuss,  conditions  attached  to  appropriation  bills  for  the  purpose 
—  the  purpose  not  disguised,  but  openly  avowed  and  asserted 
to  be  a  proper  and  constitutional  exercise  of  the  power  of  a 
mere  majority  in  the  two  houses  of  Congress  —  to  compel  the 
President  to  give  up  his  right  to  exercise  his  discretion  and 
judgment  upon  all  bills  presented  to  him.  It  is  the  principle  of 
coercion  embodied  in  this  bill  which  can  under  no  circumstances 
receive  my  approval.  It  is  an  attempt  to  compel  the  President 
to  approve  a  measure  of  general  legislation  under  the  penalty  of. 
if  he  withholds  his  approval,  of  stopping  the  operations  of 
Government  by  denying  the  supplies  necessary  to  carry  them  on. 

The  object  of  this  struggle  is  the  removal  of  national  authority 
in  any  efficient  form  from  the  polls,  even  at  national  elections. 
State  authority  with  force  at  its  back,  both  military  and  civil, 
is  to  be  permitted  to  remain,  but  all  national  authority,  whether 
military  or  civil,  is  denied. 

No  case  has  been  presented  in  the  debates  on  the  question 
in  which  a  bare  majority  of  the  two  houses  of  Congress  has 
claimed  the  right  or  undertaken  to  coerce  the  President  by  tack¬ 
ing  political  legislation  to  appropriation  bills. 

March  31. —  We  had  at  family  dinner  yesterday  (Sun¬ 
day)  my  kinsman,  Linus  Austin,  of  Cleveland,  Senator  and  Mrs. 
Dawes,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shellabarger,  Mr.  Hiscock,  General  Mc¬ 
Cook,  General  Keifer,  and  the  young  people,  Miss  McDowell,  of 
Chicago,  Tracy,  classmate  of  Rutherford  at  Cornell,  and  Webb 
and  Rutherford.  An  unusually  chatty  and  lively  dinner.  Gen¬ 
eral  Keifer  explained  the  word  ‘‘gerrymander.”  All  knew  the 
history  of  the  first  part  of  the  word  in  its  connection,  but  Gen¬ 
eral  Keifer  explained  that  the  animal  the  misshapen  district 
resembled  was  the  salamander.  “Oh  no,”  said  one,  “it  is  a 
Gerrymander.”  Mr.  Dawes  explained  how  caucus  came  from 
caulkers  with  whom  Samuel  Adams  and  Hancock  arranged  be¬ 
forehand  to  control  the  public  meetings  in  Faneuil  Hall  and  the 
Old  South  Church.  I  told  how  the  Ohio  “tinpan”  was  a  trans¬ 
lation  (sic)  of  the  Latin  name  of  the  saloon,  called  the  cantine. 
A  res-taurant  is  [so]  called  because  it  is  a  bully  of  a  thing. 

The  talk  was  mainly  on  political  topics.  Garfield’s  speech, 
McCook  thought  the  finest  speech  he  ever  heard.  All  praised 
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it.  Mr.  Evarts  and  the  young  ladies  came  in  during  the  evening ; 
also  Senator  Hoar  and  General  Devens.  Mr.  Evarts  regards  the 
controversy  as  growing  out  of  the  wish  of  party  leaders  to  make 
issues  for  the  next  Presidential  election.  That  the  Democrats 
began  it  and  that  the  Republicans  are  now  in  it.  That  the  Ad¬ 
ministration  should  keep  out  of  it. 

He  doesn’t  seem  to  see  that  it  is  merely  a  new  form  of  the 
old  conflict  between  ultra  state  rights  and  the  national  doctrines. 
The  state-rights  men  are  for  putting  all  power  in  local  author¬ 
ities.  We  believe  the  national  authority  should  be  exerted  to 
protect  elections  which  are  national,  so  far  [as]  the  Constitution 
sanctions.  We  have  none  too  many  safeguards  for  the  elections. 

Mr.  Hoar  agreed  with  me  that  in  the  present  situation  I  may 
properly  veto  any  appropriation  bill  which  contains  political 
legislation  tacked  to  it  for  the  purpose  of  compelling  me  to  ap¬ 
prove  it  under  the  threat  that  otherwise  the  Government  shall 
be  stopped  for  want  of  supplies,  no  matter  what  may  be  the 
merits  of  such  legislation.  In  doing  it,  the  history  of  this  extra 
session  may  be  given  to  show  the  purpose  of  the  House  in  at¬ 
taching  a  political  measure  to  an  appropriation  bill.  They  mean 
to  obtain  and  establish  a  precedent  which  will  lead  to  the 
consolidation  of  all  of  the  powers  of  the  Government  in  the 
hands  of  a  bare  majority  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  present  controversy  is  in  no  sense  partisan  and  it  is  not 
a  question  of  race  or  color.  The  old  question,  State  s  rights,  al 
ways  seems  closely  related  to  sectional  and  race  conflicts,  but 
this  is  chiefly  as  a  reminiscence.  No  present  interest  of  a  sec¬ 
tional  character  is  involved.  The  laws  concerned  are  mainly 
employed  in  the  densely-peopled  regions  of  the  North. 

The  law  proposed  to  be  repealed  was  passed  by  the  concurrent 
action  of  both  political  parties  and  became  a  law  by  the  approval 
of  President  Lincoln. 

April  2,  1879.  —  Wherever  United  States  laws  are  violated 
there  should  be  United  States  authority,  civil  or  military,  to  en¬ 
force  them.  .  . 

The  practice  of  annexing  general  legislation  to  appropriation 

[bills]  has  become  a  serious  abuse.  Every  measure  should  stand 
on  its  own  bottom.  The  two  houses  of  Congress  and  the  Ex- 
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ecutive  should  insist  upon  a  return  to  the  old  method  of  legisla¬ 
tion  on  this  subject.  If  there  were  no  other  objection  to  this 
measure  than  the  fact  that  it  embodies  in  an  appropriation  bill, 
essential  to  the  support  of  the  Government,  legislation  which  is 
not  pertinent  to  the  general  purpose  of  the  bill,  [that]  would  be 
a  sufficient  objection  —  the  bill  having  passed  by  a  bare  majority 
vote  —  to  justify  the  President  in  withholding  his  approval  of  the 
bill. 

There  has  been  and  there  will  be  no  such  use  of  the  military 
of  the  United  States  to  keep  the  peace  at  elections,  as  justifies 
a  discrimination  against  the  military  of  the  Nation.  If  there  is 
to  be  such  prohibition,  it  should  include  also  the  military  of  the 
States.  What  the  States  may  do  as  to  state  elections,  the  United 
States  should  not  be  forbidden  to  do  as  to  national  elections. 

April  3,  1879.  —  There  is  no  urgent  demand  for  this  measure 
on  account  of  military  interference  in  elections.  No  complaint 
of  such  interference  has  been  heard  from  any  quarter  at  the 
recent  elections,  or  at  any  election  under  the  present  Administra¬ 
tion.  There  is  no  pretense  even  that  the  military  power  of  the 
United  States  has  been  exhibited  at  or  near  any  place  of  elec¬ 
tion,  The  army  is  fully  employed  guarding  the  frontiers  and 
the  Territories.  There  is  no  practical  necessity  for  prohibiting 
the  military  forces  of  the  United  States  from  keeping  the  peace 
at  the  polls,  and  no  petitions,  memorials,  or  complaints  have  been 
received  from  the  people.  If  the  necessity  existed  for  preventing 
military  interference  with  elections,  this  measure  is  not  broad 
enough.  The  national  elections  should  be  protected  from  all 
military  interference.  The  state  military  force  should  be  ex¬ 
cluded  as  well  as  the  national  forces.  The  power  of  the  United 
to  regulate  and  control  the  congressional  [elections]  is  ample 
and  supreme.  If  military  interference  is  feared  in  the  future, 
there  should  be  no  discrimination  against  the  United  States  at 
these  elections.  Let  the  state  forces  be  prohibited. 

But  the  practical  importance  of  this  measure  is  not  in  its 
provisions  against  military  authority  at  the  polls.  It  forbids  all 
United  States  power  from  being  present  at  the  polls  to  keep  the 
peace.  The  prohibition  extends  to  the  civil  authority  as  well  as 
to  the  military.  The  terms  of  this  bill  are:  “No  military  or 
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naval  officer  or  other  person  engaged  in  the  civil,  military,  or 
naval  service  of  the  United  States,  shall  order,  bring,  etc.,  etc.” 
In  short,  this  bill  denies  to  the  United  States  the  power  to  pro¬ 
tect  its  own  elections  by  either  military  or  civil  auhority.  This 
power  is  granted  to  the  United  States  in  express  terms  by  Sec¬ 
tion  4  of  Article  i,  and  may  be  exercised  at  any  time.  The  power 
granted  is  ample  and  supreme. 

THE  WHOLE  CASE  STATED 

My  objections  to  the  bill  are  as  follows: 

First.  The  measure  of  repeal  is  uncalled  for,  and  wrong. 

1.  No  demand  for  it;  no  practical  necessity  for  it. 

2.  The  national  military  and  not  the  state  forbidden. 

3.  The  United  States  civil  as  well  as  the  military  authority 
withdrawn. 

Second.  The  method  of  annexing  it  to  an  appropriation  bill 
is  wrong. 

1.  All  tacking  of  political  legislation  on  appropriation  bills 
is  objectionable. 

2.  This  case  is  one  of  an  attempt  to  coerce  the  President ;  and 
herein  of  the  history  of  this  attempt  at  the  last  session  —  its 
consequences,  and  my  purpose. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  President  possesses  no  part  of  the 
legislative  power  of  the  Government,  dhis  is  not  the  doctrine 
of  the  fathers.  General  Jackson  says,  Volume  2,  page  844: 
‘‘The  legislative  power,  subject  to  the  qualified  negative  of  the 
President,  is  vested  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

April  5,  1879.  —  The  bill  has  two  parts.  It  makes  appropria¬ 
tions  and  it  amends  the  election  lazos — the  laws  relating  to  the 
elections. 

When  was  the  first  restriction  placed  on  the  power  of  the 
United  States  to  keep  the  peace  at  the  polls,  and  elsewhere? 
Has  it  not  been  a  power  always  used?  Prior  to  the  act  of 
February,  1865,  the  United  States  forces  might  be  placed  under 
civil  or"  military  authority  whenever  the  officers  in  command 
of  them  might  in  their  discretion  order. 

Suppose  the  governor  of  New  York  called  on  the  President 

35 
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under  Article  4  of  the  Constitution,  and  the  circumstances  re- 
quired  action  at  the  polls  on  election  day ;  does  this  bill  forbid 
it? 

April  6,  1879.  —  The  House  is  to  originate  revenue  bills;  but 
this  method  claims  for  the  House  the  right  to  originate  all  legis¬ 
lation. 

Where  matter  is  tacked  to  an  appropriation  bill  which  is  not 
pertinent  to  it,  it  ought  not  to  become  a  law  unless  two-thirds  of 
both  houses  consent  to  it. 

Section  6  of  the  bill  makes  criminal  the  acts  of  marshals  which 
are  authorized  by  the  general  elections  laws,  and  yet  does  not  re¬ 
peal  those  laws.  Keeping  the  peace  is  a  duty  of  the  marshal 
under  the  general  election  law. 

What  is  the  reenactment  of  the  act  of  1865  in  the  Revised 
Statutes  ?  When  ?  Did  the  reenactment  imply  approval  by 
Congress? — 1873  or  1874.  Act  of  June  18,  1878,  prohibits  use 
of  army  as  posse  comitatus.  Sections  5529,  2003,  and  2024,  Re¬ 
vised  Statutes,  prohibit  army  from  interference.  These  three 
sections  cover  the  whole  subject. 

The  executive  power  to  approve  or  return  without  approval, 
according  to  the  conscience  and  judgment  of  the  President,  is 
a  trust.  It  can’t  be  given  away  without  a  violation  of  official 
oath.  It  is  my  duty  to  guard  as  a  trust  the  powers  conferred 
on  the  office  which  has 'devolved  upon  me. 

No  power  denied  to  the  army  by  this  bill  now  belongs  to  the 
army.  If  there  was  doubt  on  this  question  the  act  of  June  18, 
1878,  removed  it.  The  last  elections  for  members  of  Congress 
and  all  of  the  recent  elections  in  all  of  the  States  have  been 
held  without,  so  far  as  I  am  informed,  a  single  complaint  even  of 
military  interference. 

April  7,  1879.  —  The  question  as  to  United  States  regulation 
of  congressional  elections  is  in  no  sense  a  sectional  question  or 
a  question  of  the  Civil  War.  The  legislation  grew  out  of  a  be¬ 
lief  that  the  vote  of  the  largest  State  in  the  Union  had  been  de¬ 
frauded  of  its  true  result  at  [the]  Presidential,  state,  and  con¬ 
gressional  election  in  1868.  The  violations  are  found  in  all 
parts  of  the  country.  Let  the  legislation  be  fair,  impartial,  and 
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with  ample  guaranties  against  oppression  and  corruption.  I 
shall  cheerfully  cooperate  in  such  legislation. 

April  8.  —  In  1792,  May  2,  marshals  were  given  the  same 
powers  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  United  States  that  sheriffs 
have  in  the  States. 

The  Confederate  Constitution  contained  this  provision —  (Sec¬ 
tion  20,  Article  1)  :  “Every  law,  or  resolution  having  the  force 
of  law,  shall  relate  to  but  one  subject  and  that  shall  be  expressed 
in  the  title.”  Let  it  be  understood  that  to  tack  to  an  appropria¬ 
tion  bill  any  legislation  plainly  foreign  to  its  general  purpose 
will  imperil  the  adoption  of  the  law. 

Since  the  passage  of  the  act  of  June  18,  1878,  no  soldier  of 
the  United  States  under  orders  has  been  seen  at  the  place  of  any 
election  in  any  State. 

The  United  States  troops  cannot  now  be  lawfully  used  to 
interfere  with  any  elections  under  the  pretext  that  they  are  keep¬ 
ing  the  peace  at  the  polls.  This  prohibition  by  the  foregoing 
statutes,  framed  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  it,  and  which  are 
amply  effective  to  that  end. 

The  objectionable  features  of  present  laws  should  be  removed. 
The  laws  should  be  impartial,  non-partisan,  fair,  and  effectual 
as  safeguards  of  the  purity  of  elections.  But  the  safeguards  are 
necessary.  The  Nation  has  the  constitutional  power  to  enact 
them.  I  cannot  consent  to  the  repeal  of  existing  laws,  except 
in  connection  with  the  adoption  of  measures  to  take  their  place 
which  are  free  from  the  objectionable  features  of  the  present 
laws  and  at  least  equally  effective  as  safeguards  of  honest  elec¬ 
tions. 

April  13,  1879 . —  My  opportunity  to  examine  the  evidence  in 
the  case  of  General  [Fitz-John]  Porter  is  too  limited  to  express 
a  decided  opinion  as  to  the  finding  of  the  Board,  but  the  char¬ 
acter  of  the  Board,  and  of  the  investigation  and  finding  are  such 
that  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  send  their  report  and  the  evidence 
to  Congress,  as  presenting  a  case  which  deserves  their  attention. 


648 


RUTHERFORD  BIRCHARD  HAYES 


Personal. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  April  19,  1879. 

My  dear  Sir  :  —  I  am  advised  that  Allen,  collector  internal 
revenue  second  district  of  Illinois,  is,  on  account  of  ill  health, 
inefficient,  and  that  Hildrup,  now  United  States  marshal  be  put 
in  his  place,  and  A.  M.  Jones,  of  Jo  Daviess  County,  be  made 
marshal. 

What  do  you  say  to  all  that  ?  I  don’t  want  to  put  my  worries 
on  to  you,  but  “I  am  waiting  for  the  facts.”* 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  William  Henry  Smith. 

Private. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  April  25,  1879. 

My  dear  S — :  —  I  have  your  valued  letter.  I  have  no  reason 
to  suppose  that  Mr.  Hildrup  wants  to  give  up  his  present  office, 
and  certainly  a  new  marshal  ought  not  [to]  be  made  of  the  sort 
named.  The  suggestion  will  not,  I  presume,  be  insisted  on.  The 
affair  may  drop  and  should  not  be  talked  about. 

Our  deadlock  is  at  hand.  Th^  bill  in  the  Senate  will  probably 
pass  today.  My  action  will  be  rather  prompt.  Not  more  than 
three  days  after  the  bill  reaches  me. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  William  Henry  Smith. 


April  26.  —  The  Army  Appropriation  Bill  passed  the  Senate 
yesterday  about  4  P.  M.,  and  when  we  returned  from  our  ride 
before  6  P.  M.,  Mr.  Hanna,  M.  C.,  met  me  with  the  enrolled  bill 
ready  for  my  approval.  We  had  the  Chief  Justice,  Mr.  Young, 
of  Toledo,  Mr.  Cummings  [and]  Mr.  Davis,  of  the  same  place, 

*  Mr.  Smith  replied  that  it  was  evidently  a  scheme  to  find  a  place  for 
Jones  (“Long”  Jones),  a  henchman  of  Logan  and  “a  blatant  opponent 
of  your  Administration”;  that  decidedly  Jones  would  not  do  at  all. 
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with  [their]  wives  to  dinner;  also  Mr.  John  H.  Boalt.  To  a 
family  dinner  which  passed  off  well. 

I  put  the  last  paragraphs  to  my  veto  message  last  night.  It  is 
now  printed.  I  have  read  it  to  Schurz  and  Devens.  They  ap¬ 
prove.  Colonel  Thompson  approved  the  substance  of  it  as  I 
stated  it  to  him.  Webb  is  a  treasure  in  such  a  case.  Rogers 
assisted,  and  now,  at  4  P.  M.,  I  am  ready  to  send  in  my  veto.  It 
will  not  go  in  until  day  after  tomorrow,  Monday. 


Private. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  April  26,  1879. 

My  dear  General  :  —  I  have  your  letter  of  the  22d.  It  finds 
me  with  a  veto  —  another  veto  in  the  course  of  preparation.  I 
want  to  send  it  in  Monday  noon.  The  bill  reached  me  last  night 
—  within  an  hour  or  two  of  its  passage.  I  mean  to  be  equally 
prompt. 

I  had  read  your  article  on  the  Porter  case.  I  must  not  enter 
upon  that  topic  with  you  —  only  to  say  that  I  appreciate  your 
feelings  on  the  subject  (and  here  from  the  copyist  I  got  the  last 
page  of  my  message  and  rewrote  and  recast  the  last  sentence 
what  a  relief !) 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

General  M.  F.  Force. 


April  27,  1879.  —  The  civil  appropriation  bill  passed  the  House 
yesterday.  It  will  no  doubt  pass  the  Senate.  The  House  ad¬ 
journed  until  Tuesday.  My  veto  of  the  Army  Appropriation 
Bill  cannot  go  in  until  that  time.  I  must  now  prepare  to  veto 
the  civil  bill.  The  message  may  allude  to  the  veto  of  the  army 
bill  for  the  general  grounds  of  objection  and  state  briefly:  — 

1.  The  authority  of  the  National  Government  to  regulate 
(an  ample  word)  the  congressional  elections. 

2.  The  necessity  for  such  regulation,  as  shown  in  New 
York  and  the  South. 
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3.  Refer  to  the  abuse  of  tacking  incongruous  legislation 
to  appropriation  bills. 

4.  Which  is  wholly  inadmissible  if  it  is  done  to  coerce  an¬ 
other  branch  of  the  Government. 

If  the  election  laws  are  imperfect  or  objectionable,  let  others 
more  perfect  and  less  objectionable  be  substituted.  Amendment 
and  not  repeal  is  the  true  remedy. 

April  28. —  I  read  my  veto  message  last  evening  to  Judge 
Carter.  He  said:  “It  is  all  gold  —  pure  gold.  It  will  be  your 
great  act,”  and  the  like.  Schurz  and  Devens  approved  of  it  de¬ 
cidedly  after  hearing  it  all  read.  I  told  the  points  of  it  fully  to 
Colonel  Thompson  and  he  approved.  Sherman,  Key,  and  Mc¬ 
Crary  fully  endorsed  my  general  views  before  the  paper  was 
written.  Mr.  Evarts,  on  hearing  my  account  of  it  Saturday  eve¬ 
ning,  fully  approved.  I  may  not  call  a  Cabinet  meeting  to  hear 
it.  There  is  betting  and  selling  of  pools  here  and  in  New  York 
on  the  question  whether  I  will  sign  or  veto.  Friendly  Republicans 
all  feel  confident  I  will  sign.*  Hostile  Republicans  profess  to 
be  in  doubt  and  hope  I  will  sign*  Their  number  is  now  small; 
only  the  implacables  —  the  patronage  brokers. 

April  30,  1879.  —  I  sent  my  veto  message  to  the  House  yes¬ 
terday.  It  was  received,  but  by  reason  of  the  death  of  Rush 
Clark,  a  popular  member  from  Iowa,  it  was  not  read.  If  I  had 
known  of  his  death  in  time  I  would  not  have  sent  the  message 
to  the  House  yesterday.  It  was  given  out  to  the  press  as  soon  as 
it  was  delivered  to  the  House.  It  seems  to  be  well  received. 

Now  for  the  other  bill  — the  civil  bill.  I  may  deal  with  it 
very  briefly  —  merely  refer  to  the  former  message,  and  in  a  few 
propositions  state  my  objections  to  it.  I  will  insist  on  the  con¬ 
stitutionality  of  the  election  laws  and  on  their  necessity.  They 
have  been  in  force  ( how  long?).  Committees  of  the  House 
( how  many?)  have  examined,  made  investigations,  as  to  their 
operation.  The  only  report  I  have  seen  is  very  laudatory. 

The  two  committees,  one  from  each  party,  agree  that  the  elec- 

*  Undoubtedly  a  slip  of  the  pen  for  "veto.” 
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tion  of  1868  was  a  monstrous  fraud.  Mr.  Lawrence’s  committee 
estimates  the  fraud  at  twenty-five  thousand  in  New  York  City 
alone.  Mr.  Cox  in  his  report  estimates  [it]  at  more  than  twenty 
per  cent  of  the  total,  or  not  less  than  35,424.  Or  22.72  per 
cent  (nearly  23  per  cent)  of  the  total  vote  was  fraudulent. 

May  1,  1879.  —  The  message  was  read  in  the  House  and  the 
further  consideration  of  the  subject  was  deferred.  In  the  Sen¬ 
ate,  nothing  on  the  topic  of  the  day  was  done.  Caucuses  were 
held,  but  with  what  debate  or  result  I  do  not  yet  know. 

The  last  utterance  of  the  coercion  doctrine  was  on  the  17th 
[of  April].  Mr.  Gunter,  of  Arkansas,  said:  — “I  assert  that  we 
only  exercise  the  high  prerogative  conferred  on  us  by  the  Con¬ 
stitution  of  the  country  when  we  attach  such  legislation  as  we 
deem  vital  to  the  interests  and  liberties  of  the  people  to  the 
appropriation  bills  and  say  without  the  one  you  cannot  have  the 
other.  Like  the  Indian  chieftain  .  .  .  ‘A-la-bam-a ,  Here 

we  rest.’  ”  —  Record,  April  27,  p.  25. 

It  seems  not  improbable  that  the  Democrats  will  decide  to  pass 
a  separate  bill  forbidding  the  presence  of  troops  at  elections. 
This  is  fine  and  simple.  I  may  sign.  They  yield  two  points  — 
the  right  to  use  civil  force  at  elections,  and  the  claim  I  make  in 
favor  of  separate  bills  for  general  legislation.  If  a  Senator  or 
Representative,  I  might  vote  against  such  a  measure  as  uncalled 
for  and  needless,  believing  as  I  do  that  the  soldiers  of  the  United 
States  should  not  be  used  at  the  polls. 

Sunday,  May  11,  1879.  —  The  Democrats  have  not  been  con¬ 
servative  or,  as  I  think,  politically  wise.  They  have  passed  an 
affirmative  new  measure  which  repeals  for  the  day  of  election 
many  valuable  laws.  They  call  them  war  measures,  and  seem  to 
think  that  as  the  war  is  ended  these  laws  should  now  be  mustered 
out.  We  are  ready  to  muster  out  the  soldiers,  but  we  don’t 
muster  out  the  flag  nor  the  powers  of  the  law  and  of  the  Con¬ 
stitution  which  enabled  us  to  gain  the  victory.  We  don  t  muster 
in  again  the  evils  that  caused  the  war.  Besides,  it  is  for  the 
victors  to  say  what  shall  remain,  not  for  the  vanquished. 

May  —  My  veto  has  been  well  received.  I  am  congratu- 
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lated  by  Senators  and  Representatives  and  by  people  of  all  sorts.* 
I  am  glad  to  have  had  an  opportunity  to  do  something  for  the 
true  principles  of  the  Constitution.  My  first  veto  maintained 
the  prerogatives  of  the  Executive  and  the  separate  and  inde¬ 
pendent  authority  of  each  branch  of  it  [the  Government]  against 
the  grasping  ambition  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  The 
second  maintained  the  right  of  the  executive  branch  to  exercise 
power  enough  to  enforce  the  laws.  And  now  I  am  likely  on  the 
Civil  —  the  Legislative,  Judicial,  and  Executive  Appropriation 
Bill,  with  its  rider  repealing  the  election  laws,  to  have  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  do  something  for  purity  and  fairness  in  elections. 

Mr.  Kernan  in  his  speech  yesterday  (see  it)  admitted  the  fair¬ 
ness —  the  conspicuous  fairness  —  of  the  elections  in  1874-5-6-7. 

May  17,  1879.  —  We  grow  corpulent  as  age  creeps  on  us. 
Lucy  weighed  yesterday  one  hundred  and  seventy  pounds.  I 
weigh  one  hundred  and  ninety-three,  and  little  Scott  aged  eight, 
following  his  parents,  weighed  eighty-two. 

In  treating  the  question  as  to  the  necessity  for  these  election 
laws,  show  the  state  of  opinion  about  the  probability  of  fraud 
at  elections.  Quote  Bayard’s  despair  of  good  government  in 
great  cities,  Greeley’s  letter  to  Tilden,  etc.,  etc. 

May  18.  —  Mr.  Eaton,  of  Connecticut,  described  our  govern¬ 
ment  as  “a  representative  republic  of  sovereign  States” !! 

It  is  claimed  that  the  election  of  Congressmen  is  a  matter 
which  concerns  the  States  alone,  that  those  elections  should  be 

*  Illustrative  of  the  tone  of  letters  received  by  the  President,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  paragraph  from  a  letter  from  William  Henry  Smith  of  May  10 
is  noteworthy :  —  “I  had  hoped  to  congratulate  you  verbally  on  the 
ability,  political  sagacity,  and  good  judgment — the  broad  statesmanship  — 
of  your  message.  I  sent  you  some  comments  of  the  newspapers,  but 
since  have  been  too  busy  to  follow  up  with  many  others.  Nothing  but 
words  of  commendation  are  heard  among  the  people.  You  have  not 
only  solidified  the  Republican  party  but  you  have  otherwise  strengthened 
it  by  bringing  back  some  who  erstwhile  voted  with  the  Democrats. 
But  aside  from  all  this  your  friends  are  especially  pleased.  That  after 
weeks  of  discussion,  in  which  the  ablest  men  in  Congress  and  the  entire 
newspaper  press  participated,  you  should  make  an  argument  wholly  new 
and  superior  in  all  respects  to  the  arguments  advanced  by  those  who 
preceded  you,  is  cause  for  congratulation.” 
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controlled  by  the  States,  and  not  be  regulated  by  the  United 
States. 

May  24. —  A  novel  spectacle  in  the  city  for  some  days  past. 
The  same  thing,  doubtless,  in  all  of  the  large  cities.  The  post¬ 
masters,  collectors,  and  subtreasurers  have  had  authority  to 
sell  small  four  per  cent  bonds  —  not  more  than  one  hundred  dol¬ 
lars  to  the  same  person,  so  as  widely  to  distribute  them  among 
small  investors  —  among  the  people  of  small  means.  These  bonds 
are  now  at  a  premium  of  two  to  four  per  cent.  Speculators 
employ  parties  to  buy  for  them.  Two  dollars  is  made  every  time 
one  hundred  dollars  is  bought.  The  poor  themselves  also  rush 
to  get  them.  The  consequence  is  great  crowds  of  negroes, 
women,  boys,  etc.,  gather  daily  at  the  Treasury  in  long  proces¬ 
sions  —  each  in  turn  to  get  his  one  hundred  dollars’  worth  of 
bonds.  This  morning  as  early  as  7  A.  M.  the  whole  open  space 
at  the  north  end  of  the  Treasury  was  filled  with  the  “cue”  of 
investors.  Some  of  them  to  sell  their  places  in  the  cue  or  pro¬ 
cession  and  do  so  at  from  ten  to  twenty  cents  or  more  according 
to  proximity  to  the  selling  desk. 

May  25.  —  The  veto  message  of  the  Civil  Appropriation  [Bill] 
with  its  attachment  of  clauses  repealing  the  election  [laws]  is 
printed  for  final  revision  and  correction. 

My  habit  is,  if  time  permits,  to  write  my  documents,  to  print, 
and  then,  having  them  before  me  in  satisfactory  shape,  to  make 
the  final  additions  and  corrections.  I  have  not  in  such  work  been 
careful  as  to  style,  except  to  have  my  papers  state  principles 
in  a  way  to  satisfy  men  of  ability  and  culture  that  the  statement 
is  sound,  and  to  so  phrase  and  put  my  propositions  that  the 
plain  people  can  readily  understand  them. 

I  rode  out  yesterday  with  William  Henry  Smith  [and]  William 
Penn  Nixon,  of  Chicago.  Both  talked  pleasantly  of  the  improved 
condition  of  public  sentiment  towards  the  Administration.  Nixon 
is  connected  with  the  Inter  Ocean  which  has  been  hostile. 

The  exodus  of  colored  people  from  the  South  still  attracts 
some  attention.  Its  effect  is  altogether  favorable.  The  tend¬ 
ency  will  be  to  force  the  better  class  of  Southern  people  to  sup¬ 
press  the  violence  of  the  ruffian  class,  and  to  protect  colored 
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people  in  their  rights.  Let  the  emigrants  be  scattered  through¬ 
out  the  Northwest;  let  them  be  encouraged  to  get  homes  and 
settled  employment. 

The  annexation  to  the  United  States  of  the  adjacent  parts 
of  the  continent  both  north  and  south,  seems  to  be,  according 
to  the  phrase  of  1844,  our  “manifest  destiny.”  I  am  not  in 
favor  of  artificial  stimulants  to  this  tendency.  But  I  think  I  see 
plainly  that  it  is  now  for  the  interest  of  both  Canada  and  the 
United  States  that  properly  and  in  order,  and  with  due  regard 
to  the  feelings  of  Great  Britain,  the  two  countries  should  come 
under  one  government.  If  it  were  known  that  we  would  prob¬ 
ably  pay  the  whole  or  part  of  the  Canadian  debts,  or  would  as¬ 
sume  to  pay  them,  would  it  not  stimulate  the  feeling  in  favor  of 
annexation  in  Canada? 

May  28,  1879.  —  Lucy  and  Fanny  returned  last  night  after  a 
short  trip  to  Ohio.  Birchard  came  with  them,  also  Howard 
Smith  and  his  bride,  Lizzie  McKell  [a  cousin  of  Mrs.  Hayes]. 
Lucy  went  out  to  Chillicothe  to  attend  their  wedding.  It  is  very 
gratifying  to  see  the  heartiness  and  warmth  of  friendship  for 
Lucy.  Her  large  warm  heart  and  lively  sympathy  for  or  with 
all  around  her,  with  a  fair  share  of  beauty  and  talents,  have 
made  her  wonderfully  popular.  Old  Joseph,  the  veteran  at  the 
[Soldiers’]  Home,  who  takes  care  of  our  house  there,  told  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Bushnell  who  are  visiting  us,  that  “the  old  soldiers 
love  and  worship  her.  She  is  so  human  —  not  cold,  or  lofty 
with  them.” 

At  the  Christian  Y.  M.  A.  [Young  Men’s  Christian  Associa¬ 
tion]  reception  Monday  evening,  a  young  man  from  Indianapolis 
told  an  incident:  “A  sweet,  lovely  little  girl  of  eight,  returning 
from  church  with  her  good  grandfather,  not  a  church  member, 
said  to  him,  ‘Grandpa,  why  don’t  you  belong  to  the  church?  I 
wish  you  would  be  a  Christian’;  and  the  grandfather,  greatly 
moved,  thought  of  it  until  he  did  join  church  —  a  decision  due 
under  Providence  to  that  little  girl.  That  grandchild  is  now  the 
wife  of  the  President  of  the  United  States.”  And  the  house 
came  down ! 
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June  2,  1879.  —  It  is  now  reported  that  the  Joint  Democratic 
Caucus  Committee  has  agreed  on  a  plan  of  operations  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  deadlock.  It  is  in  effect  a  backdown.  But  it  does 
relieve  the  party  to  some  extent  from  its  awkward  predicament. 
It  may  in  some  of  its  features  be  quite  as  objectionable  as  former 
measures.  This  will  depend  on  details  which  I  must  carefully 
examine. 

The  new  plans  of  the  Democrats  are  too  [so]  foggy  in  the  ru¬ 
mors  of  them  that  I  do  not  see  clearly  the  way  out.  If  they  pro¬ 
pose  to  defeat  old  laws,  laws  long  ago  placed  on  the  statute  books, 
or  constitutional  provisions,  they  can  do  it  in  two  ways:  —  1. 
Simply  appropriate  for  other  objects  but  not  for  these.  2.  They 
can  prohibit  the  enforcement  of  these  laws,  or  the  use  of  money 
appropriated,  or  the  incurring  of  obligations  in  their  enforcement. 

I  probably  could  not  veto  a  bill  merely  because  it  fails  to  make 
all  the  appropriations  which  are  required.  I  should  [not]  oppose 
a  bill  which  contains  nothing  but  what  is  right.  If  it  is  not 
enough,  and  the  omission  is  important,  I  may  call  a  special  ses¬ 
sion  to  supply  the  deficiency.  But  if  their  new  bills  deprive  by 
prohibition  the  Executive  of  authority  which  belongs  to  him  by 
existing  laws  or  constitutional  provisions,  it  will  require  a  veto. 


Private. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  June  2,  1879- 
My  dear  Sir:  —  I  need  not  attempt  to  tell  you  how  much  I 
regret  the  conclusion  you  have  reached  as  to  remaining  in  Eng¬ 
land  as  our  Representative.  The  feeling  I  have  on  the  subject  is 
increased  by  the  considerations  which  you  name  and  which 
compel  me  to  acquiesce  in  your  views.  During  your  whole  stay 
in  that  most  important  and  conspicuous  service,  I  have  rested 
with  perfect  confidence  in  your  judgment  and  tact  and  character. 
I  have  known  that  in  everything  which  pertains  to  public  duty, 
and  personal  conduct  in  private  affairs,  you  would  in  all  things 
be  an  honor  to  the  country  and  to  my  Administration.  Your 
appointment  I  felt  to  be  a  privilege  when  I  made  it,  and  I  shall 
always  count  it  as  one  of  the  most  fortunate  facts  in  my  conduct 
of  the  office  I  hold.  If  you  adhere  to  your  purpose  to  return  in 
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August,  and  I  beg  you  to  change  it  if  you  feel  that  you  properly 
can,  I  shall  nevertheless  still  feel  under  very  great  obligation  to 
you,  for  remaining  in  England  so  long  as  you  have. 

This  is  written  hurriedly,  but  you  will  not  I  trust  doubt  that 
it  is  the  expression  of  my  most  deliberate  and  sincere  feeling  and 
sentiment  in  regard  to  your  service. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  John  Welsh, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London. 


June  4,  1879.  5  A.  M.  —  Forty-five  years  ago  this  morning  I 
started  in  the  stage  on  my  first  journey  from  my  home  at  Dela¬ 
ware,  Ohio.  Mother,  Uncle  Birchard,  and  sister  Fanny  were 
with  me.  We  started  at  about  4  A.  M.  I  was  permitted  to  ride 
on  the  outside  with  the  driver.  Going  to  visit  kinsfolk  in  New 
England  —  to  Vermont  and  Massachusetts  —  to  see  mountains, 
the  lake,  steamboats,  canals,  cities!  All  of  my  dear  kindred, 
mother,  uncle,  sister,  long  since  dead.  How  I  loved  them  and  I 
do  love  them  still ! 

The  Democrats,  instead  of  squarely  backing  out  of  their  awk¬ 
ward  position  or  manfully  sticking  to  it,  seem  disposed  to  creep 
out  of  it  in  a  way  to  enable  them  to  say  that  they  have  gained 
something  by  their  contest.  They  can’t  repeal  the  laws  they 
object  to.  They  therefore  propose  to  cripple  the  Government 
in  its  efforts  to  enforce  them  —  to  make  it  impossible  to  enforce 
them  —  to  make  it  unlawful  to  enforce  them.  The  laws  remain 
unrepealed.  The  Democratic  plan  is  to  prevent  their  enforcement. 

This  plan  also  embodies  the  principle  that  the  House  may 
coerce  the  Executive.  It  refuses  appropriations  for  the  most 
necessary  duties  of  the  Government,  unless  the  Executive  signs 
a  bill  which  contains  provisions  which  it  is  known  he  does  not 
approve.  In  the  regular  official  and  constitutional  methods,  his 
views  of  duty  have  been  communicated  to  the  House.  As  to  the 
great  body  of  purposes  for  which  appropriations  have  been  pro¬ 
posed  by  the  House,  there  is  absolute  and  complete  concurrence. 
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As  to  one  subject,  not  strictly  germane  to  an  appropriation  bill, 
but  general  legislation,  there  is  a  difference  of  opinion.  The 
House  insists  that  no  appropriation  shall  be  made  unless  the 
Executive  yields  his  convictions  on  this  subject  of  general  legis¬ 
lation.  Having  failed  to  secure  the  direct  repeal  of  the  election 
laws,  it  is  now  proposed  to  prevent  their  enforcement. 

June  <5.  —  Lucy  and  I  have  had  a  few  minutes’  talk  on  this 
laborious,  anxious,  slavish  life.  It  has  many  attractions  and 
enjoyments,  but  she  agrees  so  heartily  with  me  as  I  say:  “Well, 
I  am  heartily  tired  of  this  life  of  bondage,  responsibility,  and 
toil.  I  wish  it  was  at  an  end.  I  rejoice  that  it  is  to  last  only  a 
little  more  than  a  year  and  a  half  longer.” 

We  are  both  physically  very  healthy;  unusually  capable  of 
bearing  the  fatigues  incident  to  the  place.  We  can  travel  longer, 
night  and  day,  without  losing  our  spirits  than  almost  any  persons 
we  ever  meet.  Our  tempers  are  cheerful.  We  are  social  and 
popular.  But  it  is  one  of  our  greatest  comforts  that  the  pledge 
not  to  take  a  second  term  relieves  us  from  considering  it.  That 
was  a  lucky  thing.  It  is  a  reform  —  or  rather  a  precedent  for  a 
reform,  which  will  be  valuable. 

June  y.  —  The  nomination  of  General  Ewing  in  Ohio  for  gov¬ 
ernor  may  prove  disastrous  to  the  Republicans.  He  is  an  able 
man,  a  good  popular  debater,  and  of  excellent  private  character. 
He  is  the  ablest  and  most  consistent  of  the  Greenback  leaders. 
His  aim  will  be  to  secure  the  votes  of  both  the  Democratic  and 
the  National  or  Greenback  parties.  Combined,  they  outnumber 
the  Republicans  [by]  perhaps  thirty  thousand  votes. 

What  should  be  the  Republican  plan?  The  energetic  presen¬ 
tation  of  the  best  issues.  What  are  the  issues,  and  which  of 
them  are,  for  the  Republicans,  the  best?  I.  The  conduct  of  the 
Ohio  Legislature  and  the  administration  of  state  affairs.  2.  The 
conduct  of  the  Democratic  party  in  Congress.  3.  The  financial 
questions. 

In  a  spirited  contest,  state  issues  and  state  affairs  lose  their 
importance  as  the  canvass  proceeds.  But  in  this  case  they  are 
very  greatly  in  our  favor  and  should  not  be  lost  sight  of.  The 
long  session,  the  gerrymander,  the  abuses  in  the  state  institutions. 
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and  the  taxes  and  expenditures,  all  furnish  topics  of  more  or  less 
significance. 

But  of  far  more  importance  is  [are]  the  Democratic  proceed¬ 
ings  in  Congress.  The  revival  of  the  nullification  and  secession 
doctrines  of  Calhoun  will  be  influential  and  salient  points  for 
attack.  The  extra  session,  the  attempt  to  crowd  and  cripple  the 
Executive  and  the  general  Government,  the  dismissal  from  office 
of  Union  soldiers,  and  the  like. 

I  suspect,  however,  that  more  important  than  all  is  the  position 
and  record  of  General  Ewing  in  favor  of  irredeemable  paper 
money  and  against  coin,  and  his  opposition  to  resumption  and  to 
honest  money.  His  speeches  should  be  carefully  examined,  both 
those  made  in  Congress  and  on  the  stump.  His  opposition  to 
Thurman  in  1876  [and]  the  outgivings  of  Democratic  hard-money 
papers  and  men  should  be  utilized.  This  is  a  real  living  issue. 
General  Ewing  is  squarely,  and  I  suspect  honestly,  on  the  wrong 
side.  Let  it  be  pushed  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the 
canvass,  and  the  best  results  possible  will,  in  my  judgment,  be 
obtained.  A  collection  should  be  begun  at  once  of  all  resolutions 
in  conventions  or  in  Congress  —  all  bills  presented  —  all  speeches 
made  by  Ewing,  etc.,  etc. 

June  11,  1879.  —  Soon  after  the  inauguration  in  1877  Lucy 
received  a  fine  large  copy,  two  volumes,  of  the  Dore  Bible  from 
an  unknown  friend.  We  now  have  learned  from  Mrs.  Secretary 
Thompson  that  the  giver  is  James  N.  Jones,  of  Boston,  Writing 
to  Mrs.  Thompson  about  it,  he  says: 

“In  regard  to  the  Dore  Bible,  I  merely  had  a  curiosity  to 
know  whether  it  had  been  received.  I  would  much  prefer  that 
Mrs.  Hayes  should  be  kept  in  ignorance  from  whence  it  came. 
Shortly  after  the  inauguration  I  spent  an  evening  in  her  com¬ 
pany,  and  I  was  so  much  pleased  with  her  gentleness  of  char¬ 
acter  that  I  determined  to  send  her  something,  and  I  knew  of 
nothing  more  fitting  than  the  best  of  all  books.  It  was  not  sent 
for  any  sinister  design  or  purpose.  I  have  an  utter  loathing  for 
those  who  act  for  a  prospective  advantage.  So  I  adopted  the 
anonymous  way  I  did  in  sending  it  to  her.  Of  course  I  should 
feel  gratified  in  having  an  autograph  letter  from  the  wife  of  our 
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good  President,  but  I  must  forego  that  pleasure.  However,  I 
leave  that  matter  entirely  in  your  hands,  to  do  as  you  think  best.” 

The  Judicial  Bill  is  the  only  one  I  have  any  doubt  about.  It 
leaves  the  election  laws  without  the  means  for  their  enforcement. 
If  that  was  all  there  would  be  no  ground  for  a  veto.  Perhaps 
it  goes  further.  I  must  look  into  it.  It  prohibits  any  officer  or 
any  department  from  incurring  any  obligation  or  contracting  any 
liability.  This  is  intended  to  nullify  the  law,  leaving  it  unre¬ 
pealed.  Does  it  have  that  effect  ?  May  I  direct  the  marshals  to 
appoint  deputies  notwithstanding  this  provision?  May  the 
courts  appoint  supervisors?  May  these  officers  act?  If  not,  it 
amounts  to  a  repeal  of  the  law. 

No  duty  devolving  on  Congress  is  plainer  than  the  duty  to 
provide  the  necessary  means  by  suitable  appropriations  for  the 
enforcement  of  the  laws.  Title  26  is  in  force.  It  provides  that 

_ it  makes  it  the  duty  of  —  certain  officers  to  make  appointments 

of  deputy  marshals  and  supervisors.  The  duties  of  these  officers 
remain.  By  this  bill  it  is  provided  that  they  shall  not  be  per¬ 
formed.  Their  performance  involves  the  liability  of  the  United 
States  to  pay  such  officers.  All  officers  and  each  department  are 
forbidden  to  do  this.  It  is  tantamount  to  a  repeal  of  the  law  for 
this  year. 

The  execution  of  the  law  is  required  during  the  next  fiscal 
year  in  but  a  few  districts  and  is  of  comparatively  small  im¬ 
portance.  But  it  is  wrong  in  principle. 

Several  of  the  questions  presented  by  this  bill  have  been  ex¬ 
amined  in  prior  communications,  and  my  views  in  regard  to  them 
have  been  fully  presented  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 
These  questions  are:  — 

1.  As  to  tacking  legislation  on  appropriation  bills,  with  a 
view  to  forcing  the  Executive  to  approve  the  legislation  in  order 
to  obtain  the  appropriations. 

2.  As  to  the  constitutionality  and  necessity  for  the  election 
laws  embraced  in  section  26  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

June  13,  1879.  —  I  want  to  get  from  Mr.  Clark,  the  architect 
of  the  Capitol,  Downing’s  plan  for  laying  out  as  one  park 
all  of  the  public  ground  from  the  Capitol  to  the  Potomac.  This 
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has  been  a  favorite  hobby  of  mine.  Last  night  I  learned  from 
Mr.  Kasson  that  it  is  not  [an]  original  thought  of  mine  —  or 
rather  that  Downing  long  ago  urged  the  same  thing.  At  the 
meeting  of  the  Monument  Commission  today  I  will  talk  to  Mr. 
Clark  about  it. 


Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  D.  C.,  June  14,  1879. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  The  people  of  this  country  have  from  time  to 
time  indulged  the  hope  that  your  public  duties  at  home  might 
admit  of  your  paying  a  visit  to  this  kindred  nation  across  the  sea, 
and  that  your  personal  inclinations  might  not  dissuade  you  from 
gratifying  this  hope.  I  need  not  say  that  at  any  time  this  many 
years  your  eminence  in  the  public  life  of  your  own  country  would 
have  insured  you  a  most  cordial  reception  from  our  people.  It 
will  not,  I  am  sure,  seem  either  unnatural  or  displeasing  to  you 
that  this  title  to  our  respect  should  be  heightened  by  the  appre¬ 
ciation  of  the  great  value  to  us  of  your  opinions  and  their  cour¬ 
ageous  maintenance  during  the  stress  upon  our  Constitution  and 
free  government  through  which  we  have  now,  it  may  be  hoped, 
completely  passed. 

I  trust  that  an  impression  I  have  received  that  you  are  now 
entertaining  the  purpose  of  making  this  visit  is  well  founded. 
It  will  give  Mrs.  Hayes  and  myself  the  greatest  pleasure  to  re¬ 
ceive  you  as  our  guest  at  Washington  at  such  time  and  as  long 
as  may  comport  with  your  own  comfort  and  convenience ;  and 
you  will  find  in  all  parts  of  the  country  a  disposition  to  make 
your  stay  with  us  in  all  respects  agreeable  to  your  own  wishes 
in  respect  to  the  measure  and  the  modes  of  our  hospitality. 

I  am,  my  dear  sir. 

Very  truly  yours, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

The  Right  Honorable  John  Biught,  M.  P., 

London. 


June  20,  iS/p.  —  The  congressional  contest  with  the  Executive 
is  near  its  end  for  the  present.  The  Legislative  Rill  is  in  such 
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a  shape  that  I  can  sign  it  without  a  question.  The  bill  is  awk¬ 
wardly  framed,  but  there  is  no  objection  to  the  appropriations 
which  it  contains;  it  can  be  executed  and  the  fact  that  proper 
appropriations  are  omitted  is  not  a  ground  for  a  veto.  The 
Army  Rill  is  supported  by  the  great  majority  of  the  Republicans 
in  Congress,  by  the  Republican  press,  and  by  the  Administration. 
It  contains  a  clause  which  prevents  the  army  from  being  used 
as  a  police  force  at  the  polls. 

The  rule  as  to  the  use  of  the  military  at  elections  was  stated  by 
me  as  follows  in  the  veto  message  on  the  Army  Bill.  The  doc¬ 
trine  there  laid  down  has  been  received  as  sound  by  the  Repub¬ 
licans  of  the  country,  and,  I  think,  also  by  Democrats  gen¬ 
erally  who  are  not  blinded  by  the  partisan  excitement  of  the 
time.  It  is  the  business  of  “the  police,”  the  civil  authorities,  to 
make  arrests  of  the  disorderly  and  of  repeaters  and  of  others 
guilty  of  violating  the  election  laws  at  the  polls.  They  will 
thus  keep  the  peace  at  the  elections.  The  marshals  are  authorized 
to  appoint  deputies  enough  with  ample  authority  to  do  this  under 
ordinary  circumstances.  If  these  civil  authorities  are  unable 
to  do  this,  the  military  will  aid  them  in  all  cases  —  not  at  all  as 
a  police,  but  as  part  of  the  military  power  of  the  country.  They 
may  be  used  whenever  it  is  necessary  to  enforce  the  laws.  That 
is  to  say,  whenever  the  opposition  to  their  enforcement  is  too 
powerful  for  the  ordinary  police  or  other  civil  officers  to  over¬ 
come,  the  military  may  be  employed  to  suppress  such  opposition. 

This  was  the  law  when  Congress  met.  It  is  the  law  now.  It 
has  not  been  changed.  Before  the  assembling  of  the  extra  session 
rny  views  were  correctly  published  in  the  Republican  of  this  city. 
The  action  taken  since  by  me  is  in  strict  conformity  with  that 
publication.  So  much  for  the  past.  But  the  important  thing  is 
the  present  situation.  The  issues  now  presented  to  the  country 
cover  all  the  points  of  the  controversy.  The  Democrats  refuse 
needed  appropriations  unless  the  election  laws  are  repealed  or 
nullified  in  the  same  measure. 

I.  This  raises  the  question  of  their  right  to  dictate  to  the 
President  what  measures  he  will  approve.  It  deprives  him  of 
his  veto  power. 

86 
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2.  It  raises  the  states’-rights  question  by  denying  to  the 
Nation  powers  with  respect  to  the  national  elections  which  the 
States  are  left  free  to  exercise. 

3.  The  right  and  expediency  of  any  national  election  laws; 
we  have  offered  them  amended  and  improved  laws. 

4.  It  admits  the  right  and  duty  of  national  supervision  by 
leaving  untouched  the  supervisors. 

Wednesday,  June  25,  1879.  —  My  fourth  veto  message  at  the 
present  session  was  sent  to  the  House  Monday.  It  seems  to  be 
well  received  by  party  friends  and  has  certainly  thrown  our  ad¬ 
versaries  into  the  greatest  confusion.  In  a  vote  yesterday  in  the 
House  our  side  on  the  question  of  adjournment  without  appro¬ 
priations  had  a  majority  of  twenty-two!  Seventeen  Democrats 
and  all  of  the  Greenbackers  united  with  our  friends.  Judge 
Thurman  has  backed  out  of  his  “vast  question”  doctrine,  and  is 
one  of  the  most  urgent  advocates  of  appropriations  without  any 
riders !  It  is  not  yet  decided  after  several  caucuses  what  to  do. 
But  the  probability  seems  to  be  that  the  Democrats  will  pass  a 
Judicial  Expenses  [Bill]  without  the  objectionable  section  — 
the  second  section  —  and  also  without  any  provision  for  marshals 
or  their  deputies.  Another  bill  for  the  marshals,  with  the  objec¬ 
tionable  rider  attached,  will  also  be  sent  to  me. 

June  27.  —  Yesterday  attended  commencement  exercises  of 
the  Catholic  college  —  Georgetown  —  in  the  large  unfinished  hall 
of  their  fine  new  building.  The  young  men’s  performances  were 
creditable.  Many  prizes  were  distributed  to  members  of  the 
lower  classes.  Weather  very  warm ;  room  airy  and  cool. 

The  Democrats  have  introduced  their  bills  in  the  form  an¬ 
ticipated.  The  Judicial  Expenses  Bill  was  passed  through  the 
House.  Its  riders  are  the  repeal  of  the  test-oath  law  and  the 
provision  for  non-partisan  juries.  This  bill  I  shall  approve. 
The  marshals’  bill  with  its  objectionable  rider  will  probably 
pass  today  and  may  reach  me  tomorrow.  I  think  it  is  not  nec¬ 
essary  to  repeat  in  a  veto  message  the  arguments  heretofore 
used.  A  simple  recapitulation  of  the  objections  will  suffice.  I 
will  probably  show  the  importance  of  the  marshals  and  the  deputy 
marshals  of  the  United  States,  which  they  propose  to  leave  un- 
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provided  for,  if  I  refuse  to  approve  their  objectionable  partisan 
legislation. 

Private. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  June  30,  1879 
My  dear  Sir:  — I  have  a  note  from  Mr.  Curtis  “that  a  man 
named  Grace,  who  was  convicted  a  year  or  two  ago  of  a  flagrant 
assault  upon  Surveyor  Sharpe  has  been  nominated”  in  violation 
of  rules,  although  there  are  several  names  available  on  the  lists 
of  the  board,  etc.,  etc. 

You  know  my  earnest  desire  to  keep  the  New  York  office 
above  all  criticism.  Please  deal  judiciously  and  kindly,  but  with 
the  utmost  firmness,  in  this  and  all  such  matters. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  John  Sherman, 

T reasury. 


July  1,  1879.  —  I  have  heard  arguments  by  Ingersoll  and 
Wakeman  in  favor  of  pardoning  D.  M.  Bennett,  convicted  of 
sending  obscene  matter  through  the  mails,  viz.,  a  pamphlet  of  a 
polemical  character  in  favor  of  free  love.  While  I  am  satisfied 
that  Bennett  ought  not  to  have  been  convicted,  I  am  not  satisfied 
that  I  ought  to  undertake  to  correct  the  mistakes  of  the  courts  — 
constantly  persisted  in  —  by  the  exercise  of  the  pardoning  power. 
There  is  great  heat  on  both  sides  of  the  question.  The  religious 
world  are  against  the  pardon,  the  unbelievers  are  for  it. 


Private. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  July  2,  1879. 

My  dear  Sir  :  —  It  would  be  very  agreeable  to  me  to  visit  you 
and  to  meet  the  good  people  who  will  attend  your  fair.  My  ex¬ 
pectation  is  to  remain  in  Washington  during  this  month  and 
August.  In  September  we  shall  remain  in  Ohio,  fulfilling  en¬ 
gagements  of  several  months’  standing.  While  I  am  compelled, 
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therefore,  to  decline  your  kind  invitation,  you  will  not  doubt, 
I  trust,  that  I  appreciate  as  I  ought  your  encouraging  words. 

Sincerely, 

Senator  Hoar.  R.  B.  Hayes. 


July  3,  1879.  —  I  am  now  experiencing  one  of  the  “ups”  of 
political  life.  Congress  adjourned  on  the  first  after  a  session  of 
almost  seventy-five  days,  mainly  taken  up  with  a  contest  against 
me.  Five  vetoes,  a  number  of  special  messages,  and  oral  con¬ 
sultations  with  friends  and  opponents  have  been  my  part  of  it. 
At  no  time  —  not  even  after  the  nomination  at  Cincinnati  — 
has  the  stream  of  commendation  run  so  full.  The  great  news¬ 
papers,  and  the  little,  have  been  equally  profuse  of  flattery.  Of 
course,  it  will  not  last.  But  I  think  I  have  the  confidence  of  the 
country.  When  the  Tribune  can  say,  “The  President  has  the 
courtesy  of  a  Chesterfield  and  the  firmness  of  a  Jackson”  (  !),  I 
must  be  prepared  for  the  reactionary  counterblast. 

My  convictions  have  been  adhered  to  equally  against  party 
friends  and  foes.  Party  friends  have  insisted  that  I  ought  to 
extend  the  veto  ( 1 )  to  the  repeal  of  the  test  oaths;  (2)  to  the 
jury  clauses  which  provide  for  men  of  opposite  parties  as 
officers  to  prepare  the  lists  from  which  juries  are  to  be  drawn; 
and  (3)  to  the  clauses  against  the  use  of  the  army  “as  a  police” 
at  the  polls.  But  I  steadily  resisted  and  in  the  end  have,  I  think, 
vindicated  the  power  of  the  National  Government  over  congres¬ 
sional  elections  and  the  separate  authority  of  the  Executive  De¬ 
partment  of  the  Government. 

Inasmuch  as  I  stood  firmly  and  successfully  against  the  dicta¬ 
tion  of  my  own  party  leaders  in  the  Senate,  I  have  a  feeling  that 
the  applause  given  to  the  firmness  exhibited  against  the  preten¬ 
sions  of  the  adversary  as  to  the  powers  of  a  bare  majority  of 
Congress,  is  not  altogether  unreasonable. 

We  go  today  on  the  Tallapoosa  to  spend  the  Fourth  at  For¬ 
tress  Monroe. 

Soldiers’  Home,  July  7,  1879.  —  We  came  out  to  the  Home 
for  the  summer  on  our  return  from  the  “ocean  voyage”  Saturday 
evening,  July  5. 
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On  the  third  at  3  P.  M.  we  started  down  the  Potomac  on  the 
United  States  vessel  (steamboat)  Tallapoosa,  Captain  Mc- 
Ritchie.  Our  party  consisted  of  Secretaries  of  the  Treasury, 
War,  Navy,  and  Attorney-General,  and  Mrs.  Thompson  and 
two  daughters  and  two  sons,  Mrs.  McCrary  and  Georgy,  [and] 
my  boys,  Webb  and  Rud.  We  reached  Fortress  Monroe  early 
on  the  Fourth.  Salute  fired;  escorted  by  General  Getty  and 
troops  to  the  fort.  At  his  house  until  firing  of  bombs  and  large 
guns  at  target.  Interesting.  In  the  afternoon  we  steamed  out 
of  the  Chesapeake,  passing  near  Cape  Henry,  into  the  ocean  for 
two  or  three  hours.  Returning,  we  visited  the  great  unfinished 
fort  on  the  ripraps.  A  huge  mass  of  good  masonry,  with  blocks 
of  granite  almost  enough  perhaps  to  complete  it. 

Fireworks  at  the  fort  at  night;  also  at  the  Hampton  Home 
and  on  vessels  in  the  roads.  —  Left  Fortress  Monroe  about  10 
P.  M. 

[On  the]  fifth,  about  7  A.  M.,  reached  the  vicinity  of  Wash¬ 
ington’s  birthplace,  sixty  miles  below  Washington  in  Westmore¬ 
land  County,  at  Pope’s  Creek.  Water  shallow;  anchored  a 
mile  out.  Sent  a  boat  ashore  to  spy  out  the  land'.  After  break¬ 
fast,  boat  not  in  sight,  the  four  Secretaries,  Captain  McRitchie, 
and  Webb  in  a  cutter  attempted  to  land.  Too  shallow.  The 
sailors  carried  us  ashore.  With  Webb  pushed  out  from  left 
of  Pope’s  Creek.  Found  Mr.  Muse  plowing.  Engaged  him  to 
show  us  the  birthplace,  one  mile  off,  by  a  circuitous  route  by 
reason  of  marshes,  to  the  pile  of  brick  where  the  chimney  stood. 
A  beautiful  clump  of  big  trees  also  showed  where  the  home  of 
the  Washingtons  stood.  It  is  perhaps  sixty  yards  from  Pope’s 
Creek  and  in  a  direct  line  half  a  mile  from  the  Potomac.  It 
has  fine  views  of  the  river.  The  land  is  covered  with  sea-shells, 
not  barren.  This  is  one  of  the  first  visits  to  the  home  of  Wash¬ 
ington  ;  certainly  the  first  by  President  and  Cabinet.  A  monu¬ 
ment  is  to  be  erected  at  the  spot,  simply  to  mark  it.  It  will  be 
often  visited  hereafter. 

Wrote  today  to  Governor  Ramsay,  of  Minnesota,  inviting  him 
to  take  the  place  of  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  retirement  of  Mr. 
McCrary,  who  is  to  be  judge  of  the  Iowa  United  States  circuit 

court. 
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The  Home,  July  8,  1879. —  This  has  been  an  unusually  cool 
and  dry  summer.  No  rain  at  the  Home  for  a  long  time  —  not, 
I  am  told,  since  June  io.  Last  night  there  was  a  slight  shower. 

I  walked  this  morning  about  two  and  one-half  miles  passing 
out  of  the  northeast  gate  near  the  cemetery  and  returning 
through  the  east  gate  into  the  tulip  avenue  and  west  of  the 
hospital  by  the  power  house  to  the  Scott  statue. 

July  io,  1879.  —  Yesterday  the  surgeon  of  the  Home,  Dr. 
Huntington,  left  word  that  there  was  at  the  hospital  an  old 
soldier  named  Sergeant  Gaines  who  fought  under  Croghan  at  the 
defense  of  Fort  Stephenson. 

This  morning,  taking  my  six  o’clock  walk,  I  called  at  the 
hospital  and  inquired  for  Sergeant  Gaines.  I  was  told  that  he 
was  the  old  gentleman  wearing  a  straw  hat  sitting  on  the  porch. 
I  approached  him,  he  arose  with  a  pleasant  smile  and  greeted 
me  with  genuine  politeness  as  I  told  him  that  I  was  President 
Hayes.  He  was  rather  below  medium  height  with  a  good  kindly 
face,  and  an  intelligent-looking  man.  In  reply  to  questions,  he 
said :  — 

“I  enlisted  at  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  in  1812  at  the  age  of 
fourteen.  I  was  eighty  last  Christmas.  Was  bom  in  Frederick, 
Maryland;  went  to  Lexington,  Kentucky,  to  an  uncle  named 
Daviess;  from  there,  to.  an  uncle  at  Knoxville.  He  died  and  I 
soon  after  enlisted  in  Captain  Armstrong’s  company,  Colonel 
Addison’s  Regiment,  the  Twenty-fourth  Infantry.  My  name  is 
William  Gaines.  We  marched  to  the  Ohio  river;  spent  the 
winter;  crossed  the  Ohio  and  marched  to  Franklinton,  the  last 
town  before  reaching  the  Black  Swamp.  Then  to  Fort  Findlay 

and  to  Fort  - .  At  the  time  of  the  battle  under  Croghan, 

we  had  been  stationed  at  Fort  Seneca,  ten  miles  above  Lower 
Sandusky.  Croghan  was  weak,  and  five  men  from  each  com¬ 
pany  were  sent  down  to  reenforce  him.  Five  were  from  my 
company.  We  reached  the  fort  just  as  the  enemy,  the  British, 
were  landing  below.  The  fort  was  on  the  edge  of  a  hill.  On 
the  hill  side  our  defense  was  pickets  and  logs  placed  ready  to 
roll  down  on  the  enemy  if  they  attacked  on  that  side.  On  the 
west  side  were  two  blockhouses ;  one  at  the  southwest  comer 
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and  one  at  the  northwest  corner,  and  a  deep  ditch  reaching 
between  them.  The  firing  began  within  twenty  minutes  after 
we  reached  the  fort.  Only  one  man  was  killed  on  our  side, 
a  young  fellow  from  my  company.  He  said  he  meant  to  kill 
one  British  soldier.  He  lay  down  on  top  of  the  blockhouse  to 
shoot.  A  cannon  ball  took  off  his  head.  He  was  from  Tennessee. 
His  name  was  Samuel  Thurman.  The  Nineteenth  and  Seven¬ 
teenth  Infantry  had  men  in  the  fort.  I  saw  a  number  of  officers 
there  that  I  knew.  We  soon  after  crossed  the  lake  in  open 
boats,  landed  at  Malden  and  overtook  Proctor  and  defeated 
him  at  the  Thames.” 

Touching  the  Bennett  case,  I  must  stick  to  my  rule  to  mind 
my  own  business  —  to  see  that  the  laws  are  executed,  not  to 
trench  on  the  province  of  the  legislature  or  of  the  judiciary. 
The  pardoning  power  must  not  be  used  to  nullify  or  repeal 
statutes,  nor  to  overrule  the  judgments  of  the  courts.  Palpable 
mistakes,  hasty  decisions,  newly  discovered  facts,  may  all  furnish 
occasions  for  pardons. 

The  true  rule  as  to  obscene  matter  is,  Does  it  tend  to  excite 
the  passions  or  to  inflame  the  sensual  appetite  or  desires  of  the 
young?  Does  the  book  or  pamphlet  belong  to  that  class  of 
publications  which  are  sold  secretly  to  the  young?  The  fact 
that  it  is  atheistic,  or  infidel,  or  immoral  in  doctrine,  does  not 
make  it  obscene. 

July  ii,  1879.  —  The  most  important  and  interesting  question 
before  me  is  the  case  of  Bennett’s  application  for  pardon.  I 
am  turning  it  over  carefully,  trying  to  see  all  of  its  bearings. 
The  pamphlet  is  a  wrong-headed  affair  —  a  free-love  argument, 
an  argument  against  the  institution  of  marriage.  Its  doctrines 
are  opposed  to  all  my  principles  and  notions.  But  it  is  a  con¬ 
troversial  or  polemical  document,  [such]  that  its  publication  and 
sale  are  open  and  public  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts  where 
it  originated,  and  in  the  State  of  New  York  where  the  prosecu¬ 
tion  and  conviction  of  Bennett  were  had.  It  may,  therefore,  be 
assumed  that  no  law  of  these  States  has  been  violated  by  its 
publication  and  circulation.  Only  two  prosecutions  for  its  cir¬ 
culation  have  been  had.  (It  is  sold  by  the  thousand ;  the  notoriety 
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given  to  it  by  these  prosecutions  has  given  it  a  wide  circulation.) 
It  has  been  alleged  to  be  obscene  in  two  cases  under  the  statute 
of  the  United  States  against  the  circulation  of  obscene  matter 
through  the  mails. 

July  13.  Sunday.  —  We  used  in  the  early  days  of  anti¬ 
slavery  movements  [to]  hold  conventions  in  Ohio  on  the  13th 
of  July  because  it  was  the  date  of  the  Ordinance  of  1787  —  “the 
Jeffersonian  anti-slavery  ordinance,”  as  Chase  was  fond  of  call¬ 
ing  it. 

I  heard  a  strong,  sensible,  and  practical  sermon  by  Dr.  Lana- 
han  on  self-examination  this  morning.  I  have  not  yet  missed  at¬ 
tending  morning  service  since  I  came  to  Washington  in  March, 
1877. 

At  church  thought  of  this  course  of  observation  in  my  talks 
to  people  this  fall.  Avoid  mere  electioneering  topics;  call  at¬ 
tention  to  what  I  said  a  year  ago  to  the  effect  that  we  were  on  the 
threshold  of  better  times,  that  the  true  course,  the  wise  course, 
was  to  let  well  enough  alone,  that  resumption  would  come  if 
there  was  no  more  tinkering,  and  that  until  it  came  there  could 
be  no  solid  prosperity,  and  that  with  it  good  times  were  certain. 
Now  the  resumption  fires  are  starting  up  in  all  directions,  the 
good  times  are  coming,  coming,  and  have  come.  And  what  now 
is  wisdom,  what  is  good  conduct,  what  will  keep  the  times  good  ? 
What  will  enable  us  to  feel  that  resumption  has  come  to  stay? 
Again  I  say,  let  well  enough  alone.  The  policy  which  brought 
resumption  and  better  times  will  make  resumption  and  prosperity 
permanent. 

The  one  thought  I  would  like  to  lodge  in  all  minds  is,  Keep 
out  of  debt.  If  in  debt,  now  is  the  time  to  get  out  of  it  in  the 
only  safe  way,  by  honestly  paying  them.  The  honest  payment 
of  debts  is  the  safest  way  to  get  rid  of  them. 

But  let  every  man,  every  corporation,  and  especially  let  every 
village,  town,  and  city,  every  county  and  State,  get  out  of  debt 
and  keep  out  of  debt.  It  is  the  debtor  that  is  ruined  by  hard 
times. 

July  19.  —  I  have,  after  very  careful  consideration,  reached 
the  conclusion  that  I  ought  not  to  pardon  Bennett.  To  do  so 
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would  be  to  nullify  the  law  as  expounded  by  the  judicial  depart¬ 
ment.  This  would  be  an  improper  use  of  the  pardoning  power ; 
an  abuse  of  it.  No  doubt  in  cases  near  the  line  between  what  is 
right  and  what  is  forbidden,  it  is  a  mistake  to  prosecute. 

In  this  case  Heywood  [Bennett]  wrote  a  book  in  opposition 
to  marriage,  and  in  favor  of  free-love  practices.  He  put  into 
it  many  passages  not  required  for  the  argument,  in  language  and 
sentiment  indecent,  which  enable  the  seller  to  advertise  it  as 
“spicy,”  as  “rich,  rare,  and  racy,”  and  which  add  greatly  to  the 
demand  for  it.  In  short,  obscenity  to  make  money,  may  be 
truthfully  alleged  of  it. 

While  I  maintain  inflexibly  the  authority  of  the  Executive 
Department  against  all  attempts  to  cripple  it  by  other  depart¬ 
ments,  I  must  not  magnify  it  at  the  expense  of  the  just  preroga¬ 
tives  of  either  the  judicial  or  legislative  departments. 

July  24.  —  Sherman  made  an  effective  speech  at  Portland  yes¬ 
terday.  He  is  now  a  candidate  for  the  Republican  Presidential 
nomination.  I  would  make  two  criticisms  [of  the  speech]:  — 
(1)  It  gives  encouragement  to  sectionalism.  (2)  It  is  not 
sound  on  the  financial  question.  On  the  latter  question  he  ex¬ 
presses  the  opinion  that  legal  tender  notes  ought  to  be,  or  may 
very  well  be,  a  part  of  the  paper  currency  of  the  country.  Now, 
in  my  opinion,  (1)  these  notes  are  not,  in  time  of  peace,  a 
constitutional  currency,  and  (2)  they  are  a  dangerous  currency, 
depending  as  they  do  wholly  on  congressional  discretion  as  to 
their  amount,  their  issue,  and  all  of  their  functions. 

July  26,  1879.  —  Parton  in  an  article  in  the  Magazine  of 
American  History  says  Washington  was  in  favor  of  a  single 
Presidential  term  of  seven  years.  [Parton  writes:]  “The  term 
of  seven  years  is  probably  as  long  as  any  man  can  advantageously 
hold  the  Presidency.  The  strain  upon  the  faculties  of  a  good 
man  is  too  severe  to  be  longer  borne  and  a  young  country  must 
needs  grow  faster  than  an  elderly  mind.” 

This  is  true.  The  strain  is  hard  to  bear.  It  grows  harder  as 
time  passes. 

Soldiers’  Home,  August  1,  1879.  —  The  death  of  Judge  Collins 
is  surprising  and  a  great  calamity  to  his  family  and  my  friends, 
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John  and  Harriet  Herron.  He  seemed  assured  of  a  long  life. 
A  young  man  with  me  in  [Cincinnati]  at  the  bar  and  in  the 
Literary  Club,  his  death  breaks  a  circle  of  the  most  intimate 
and  dearest  friends.  He  was  amiability  itself.  With  a  fair  and 
good  mind,  his  excellent  disposition  and  rather  elegant  literary 
culture  were  his  noticeable  characteristics. 

August  3. —  If  we  would  prolong  the  period  of  good  times, 
postpone  the  return  of  hard  times  and  soften  their  severity, 
keep  out  of  debt.  When  hard  times  come  and  begin  to  pinch, 
that  man  suffers  least  whose  debts  are  least,  and  the  same  is  true 
of  city,  county,  State,  and  Nation. 


Private. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  August  13,  1879. 

My  dear  General  :  —  I  have  your  note  as  to  the  interference 
of  federal  office-holders  in  the  Republican  county  convention. 
It  is  the  first  I  have  heard  of  it.  I  agree  with  you  that  the  inter¬ 
ference  of  public  officers  with  partisan  political  management 
ought  to  be  stopped,  and  that  the  order  on  the  subject  should  be 
enforced.  The  truth  is,  that  the  less  public  officers  have  to  do 
with  partisan  political  management  the  better  it  is  for  the  public 
service  and  for  their  party.  A  public  officer  can  best  promote 
the  interest  of  his  party  by  rendering  faithful  and  efficient  service 
in  performing  the  duties  of  his  office. 

If  you  will  send  me  the  names  of  those  you  complain  of,  with 
a  brief  statement  of  the  facts  alleged  against  them,  I  will  see 
that  the  affair  is  looked  into,  and  justice  done. 

I  am  glad  to  know  that  the  rule  on  the  subject  is  more  gen¬ 
erally  complied  with  as  it  is  better  understood,  and  that  public 

sentiment  sustains  it.  „. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

General  T.  L.  Young, 

Cincinnati  Ohio. 


August  14,  i8yg.  —  The  weather  still  continues  cool.  The 
Conkling  scandal  is  the  newspaper  sensation  of  the  time.  This 
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exposure  of  Conkling’s  rottenness  will  do  good  in  one  direction. 
It  will  weaken  his  political  power,  which  is  bad  and  only  bad. 

August  15.  —  We  had  a  good  little  shower  last  evening  which 
has  laid  the  dust  and  which  gives  us  a  fresh  cool  morning. 

No  doubt  I  am  somewhat  affected  by  the  Washington  malaria. 
Symptoms,  slight  headache  at  night,  bad  dreams,  a  tendency  of 
blood  to  the  head,  flushed  face  at  times,  etc.,  etc.  Not  serious, 
but  I  shall  be  glad  to  get  away  next  month. 


Private. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  August  21,  1879. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  I  hardly  know  how  to  thank  you  for  your 
kind  offer  of  the  interesting  collection  of  Japanese  articles,  nor 
what  to  say  about  it.  I  do  not  wish  to  accept  presents  of  great 
value.  Tokens  of  friendly  feeling,  as  books,  canes,  etc.,  etc.,  I 
receive  as  a  matter  of  course.  In  case  of  applicants  for  office, 
I  make  it  a  rule  not  to  accept  any  presents,  and  where  presents 
are  accepted  before  applications  [are]  made,  I  do  not  appoint 
the  givers.  My  preference  in  this  matter  is  either  to  return  the 
articles  or  to  pay  for  them,  if  the  cost  is  not  beyond  what  I  am 
willing  to  invest  in  such  curiosities. 

I  have  written  in  great  haste. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Dr.  R.  T.  Hayes, 

Los  Angeles,  California. 


September  5.  —  Monday  morning  we  go  via  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Railroad  to  Cincinnati.  Our  party  will  consist  of  Lucy, 
Birchard,  Fanny,  Scott,  Isaiah  and  Winnie.  General  Sherman 
and  his  aides,  Colonels  Tourtelotte  and  Bacon,  will  accompany 
us.  .  .  .  We  remain  three  days  at  Cincinnati.  Thence  to 

Fremont.  I  am  to  go  to  Youngstown  the  17th  and  to  Detroit 
the  18th. 

Fremont,  September  21.  Sunday.  —  After  about  two  weeks 
of  rather  severe  travel,  with  receptions,  speech-making,  and 
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hand-shakings,  we  are  at  our  restful  home  in  Fremont.  Our 
tour  has  been  in  all  respects  prosperous  and  agreeable.  We  go  to 
Kansas  tomorrow. 


Private. 

Fremont,  Ohio,  September  22,  1879. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  We  have  had  agreeable  meetings  so  far 
everywhere.  We  go  West  this  morning,  to  return  here  on  the 
3d  [of]  October.  I  shall  make  no  more  full  speeches,  and  shall 
get  off  with  as  little  talking  as  may  be. 

I  notice  your  views  of  the  gold  accumulation,  and  your  de¬ 
cision.  No  doubt  you  are  right. 

I  will  inquire  as  to  General  Tillson  and  Wheeler. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 


Honorable  John  Sherman, 
W  askington. 


October  5,  1879.  Sunday.  Fremont.  —  Our  western  trip  has 
been  most  enjoyable.  At  Chicago,  the  evening  of  the  22d,  our 
welcome  was  enthusiastic  and  hearty,  and  so  on  the  23d  through¬ 
out  the  day  in  Illinois  down  to  and  including  Quincy.  We  were 
late  at  Hannibal,  Missouri.  It  had  rained,  the  night  was  dark 
and  threatening,  and  a  few  youngsters  were  persistent  in  calling 
“Hayes,  Hayes,”  “President  Hayes,”  etc.,  etc.  I  finally  stepped 
out  and  talked  a  few  minutes ;  was  treated  with  respect,  but  the 
papers  got  it  that  the  crowd  was  insolent  and  violent !  Nothing 
of  it,  in  fact. 

[The]  24th  we  breakfasted  at  Colonel  Jaynes’  beautiful  home 
in  Sedalia  and  had  a  fine  reception  by  the  citizens  of  this  grow- 
ing  town.  Thence  into  Kansas  at  Fort  Scott,  and  to  Parsons  in 
the  evening.  Great  interest  and  friendliness  in  Kansas  every¬ 
where,  with  large  and  enthusiastic  crowds  of  laboring,  intelligent 
Americans. 

Governor  St.  John  and  wife  with  us  throughout.  The  Neosho 
Fair  was  in  the  newer  part  of  southern  Kansas  but  numerously 
attended  and  very  interesting.  [This  on  the]  25th. 
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[The]  26th,  A.  M.,  we  were  at  Fort  Dodge.  Captain  Brad¬ 
ford  and  ladies.  The  Arkansas  nearly  dry.  At  Larned,  a  fair 
and  great  spirit.  Evening,  with  noise,  fireworks,  and  welcoming 
shouts,  at  Topeka,  at  the  agreeable  home  of  Judge  and  Mrs. 
McFarland. 

[The]  27th,  receptions  at  Topeka  [and]  Lawrence.  (A  most 
interesting  visit  to  the  university.  A  noble  view  from  its  tower. 
A  beautiful  reception  in  the  large  hall  of  the  university.)  At 
night  a  most  uproarious  welcome  at  Leavenworth,  especially  by 
the  colored  people. 

[The]  28th,  Sunday,  spent  delightfully  at  General  Pope’s. 
Visited  the  wonderful  views  of  the  grand  country  around  Fort 
Leavenworth.  Church  in  the  excellent  military  prison,  A.  M., 
and  at  the  Episcopal  army  chaplain’s  services  in  the  evening. 

[The]  29th,  warm  welcome  at  Atchison  and  St.  Joseph, 
Missouri,  and  all  along  the  route  to  Hannibal.  Evening  a  beau¬ 
tiful  reception  at  the  Congregational  church  —  a  handsome 
church  —  with  capital  music.  Nothing  better  than  Hannibal  with 
its  supper  in  the  basement.  Colonel  Hatch,  M.  C.,  particularly 
happy  in  his  remarks. 

[The]  30th  entered  Springfield,  Illinois,  at  daylight  with  Gov¬ 
ernor  and  Mrs.  Cullom  and  daughters.  All  most  agreeable. 
See  papers.  The  tomb  of  Lincoln  and  its  monument,  etc.,  etc., 
with  the  associations,  are  most  impressive.  His  old  home  is 
neglected.  It  may  as  well  be  taken  down  as  left  so. 

[The]  first  [of]  October,  reached  Grand  Hotel,  Indianapolis. 
This  was  the  reception  of  our  tour  in  all  respects.  They  rate: 
1.  Indianapolis,  2.  Cincinnati,  3.  Detroit,  4.  Springfield,  Youngs¬ 
town,  Topeka,  Neosho,  Hannibal,  etc. 

[The]  third  [of]  October,  reached  Fremont;  visited  county 
fair.  Home  —  rest  —  content. 

The  fourth,  my  birthday.  Fifty-seven  years  old.  Let  me  try 
to  live  during  my  remaining  years  a  useful  life.  To  make  others 
happy  and  to  make  men  and  women  better  to  the  extent  of  my 
power  —  this  must  be  my  aim. 

October  6.  Fremont.  —  William  Henry  Smith  and  his  wife 
left  our  house  for  their  home  in  Chicago  (Lake  Forest)  at  10:30 
1  8  * 
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P.  M.  last  night.  We  talked  over  many  matters.  Our  place  we 
shall  call  Birchard  Grove  after  its  former  owner  Uncle  Sardis 
Birchard.  His  name,  Spiegel  Grove,  —  fanciful  and  eccentric 

—  does  not  stick.*  We  never  used  it. 

October  7. —  Last  night  at  a  meeting  of  [the]  trustees  of  the 
Birchard  Library  I  offered,  in  order  to  put  the  institution  on  a 
solid  basis,  to  assume  the  indebtedness,  about  fourteen  thousand 
dollars,  and  to  take  for  it  the  Birchard  and  Boalt  tract  in  Toledo, 

—  that  is  to  say,  the  library  interest  in  it,  nominally  fifteen  thou¬ 
sand  dollars.  This  puts  on  me  a  burden  of  seven  thousand  dol¬ 
lars,  the  debt  to  the  express  company.  But  my  desire  to  see 
Uncle's  monument  (the  library)  in  good  condition  compels  me 
to  this  course. 

Birchard  Grove,  October  10,  1879.  —  The  hot  weather  con¬ 
tinues  without  abatement;  84  degrees  in  the  shade  every  day  for 
a  week,  and  more. 

The  tall  elm  northeast  of  the  porch  lost  its  leaves  a  fortnight 
or  more  ago,  and  is  now  leafing  out  again. 

We  had  a  charming  visit  to  Mrs.  Judge  Lane  the  8th  and  9th 
at  Sandusky.  I  saw  many  old  friends. 

October  11,  1879.  —  Yesterday  Mr.  G.  A.  Grow,  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  I.  F.  Mack,  of  Sandusky,  held  a  meeting  here.  We 
invited  them  to  dine  with  us.  Mr.  Sherwin,  Member  of  Con¬ 
gress,  of  Aurora,  Illinois,  Mr.  Cheseborough,  of  Detroit,  General 
Leake,  of  Chicago,  district-attorney,  were  here  with  citizens  of 
Fremont,  viz.,  Wilson,  Miller,  General  and  S.  Buckland,  Mower, 
Keeler,  Everett,  Krebs.  An  agreeable  dinner  party. 

Birchard  Grove,  October  14,  1879.  —  Election  day.  Weather 
still  warm.  .  .  .  Rutherford  came  from  Cornell  to  cast  his 

first  vote  for  Foster  and  the  Republican  ticket.  Three  voters 
in  the  family  besides  myself.  The  election  is  important.  If 
Foster  has  a  good  majority  and  we  have  the  Legislature  so  as  to 
secure  Judge  Thurman’s  seat  in  the  Senate,  it  will  improve  the 
temper  of  all  sides  towards  the  Administration  and  strengthen 

*  But  “Spiegel  Grove”  did  “stick”,  and  Mr.  Hayes  came  to  like  it 
“Birchard  Grove”  was  used  —  if  at  all  —  only  for  a  brief  period. 
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as  for  good  works.  Ohio  also  needs  a  change.  The  Democratic 
party  has  good  and  able  public  men,  but  they  are  powerless  in 
the  presence  of  the  bad  and  reckless  elements  of  their  party. 
This  is  perhaps  too  strong  a  statement.  But  it  is  true  that  if  not 
powerless,  they  are  at  least  unable  to  control  the  general  course 
of  their  party.  On  the  other  hand,  the  reckless  public  men  of  the 
Republican  party  are  compelled  to  take  their  direction  from  the 
better  elements  of  their  party. 

I  am  glad  my  boys  voted.  To  vote  is  like  the  payment  of  a 
debt  —  a  duty  never  to  be  neglected,  if  its  performance  is  pos¬ 
sible. 

Birchard  Grove,  October  15,  1879.  —  The  election,  as  at  pres¬ 
ent  appears,  has  gone  strongly  with  us.  Foster’s  majority,  I 
judge,  will  reach  fifteen  thousand.  This  is  a  valuable  victory. 
Two  questions  were  debated  mainly,  the  currency  and  the  su¬ 
premacy  of  the  general  Government.  Inflation  and  State’s  rights 
are  badly  beaten.  It  is  a  verdict  in  favor  of  a  sound  and  honest 
currency  —  a  currency  of  gold  and  silver,  or  of  paper  convertible 
into  coin  at  the  will  of  the  holder,  a  currency  which  will  defraud 
no  man,  a  currency  worth  its  face  in  the  markets  of  the  world. 
It  is  a  judgment  in  favor  of  the  perpetuity  of  the  Union,  the 
supremacy  of  the  National  Government,  and  the  enforcement  of 
the  laws.  It  is  the  voice  of  Ohio  that  Congress  should  make  all 
appropriations  needful  and  proper  to  enable  the  Executive  De¬ 
partment  of  the  Government  to  execute  all  laws  not  declared  to 
be  unconstitutional  by  the  Supreme  Court,  and  that  the  Execu¬ 
tive  Department  of  the  Government  will  be  sustained  in  the 
faithful  enforcement  of  all  such  laws. 

Washington,  White  House,  October  21,  1879. — Returned  this 
morning  after  a  six  weeks’  absence  in  seven  S'dtes,  viz.,  Ken¬ 
tucky,  Ohio,  Michigan,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Misxmri,  and  Kansas. 


Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  October  27,  1879. 
My  dear  General  :  —  Mrs.  Hayes  and  myself  will  be  glad  to 
receive  you  and  Mrs'.  Grant  with  any  members  of  your  family 
who  may  be  with  you,  as  our  guests  on  the  occasion  of  the  un- 
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veiling  of  the  statue  in  honor  of  General  Thomas.  It  occurs  on 
the  19th  and  20th  of  next  month,  and  long  enough  after  the 
Chicago  reunion  to  enable  you  to  be  present,  if  other  engage¬ 
ments  do  not  prevent.  Preparations  are  making  to  give  you  a 
hearty  reception  here.  Your  welcome  back  will  be  a  warm  and 
friendly  one.  We  shall  be  glad  to  have  you  remain  with  us 
as  long  as  it  may  be  convenient  for  you  to  do  so. 

With  best  wishes, 

Sincerely, 

•  R.  B.  Hayes. 

General  U.  S.  Grant, 

Galena,  Illinois. 

Washington,  October  31,  1879. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  You  are  altogether  right  in  supposing  that 
I  have  not  changed  my  attitude  towards  the  mischievous  and 
dangerous  practice  of  using  the  federal  offices  to  manage  and 
control  partisan  politics.  On  the  contrary,  my  experience  in  my 
present  office  confirms  the  convictions  expressed  on  that  subject 
in  my  Letter  of  Acceptance,  and  I  am  more  than  ever  satisfied 
that  the  assumption  by  members  of  Congress  of  the  executive 
prerogative  of  making  appointments  to  office  to  secure  in  return 
the  support  of  the  persons  appointed  by  them,  is  fraught  with 
serious  dangers  both  to  the  purity  and  efficiency  of  administration 
and  to  the  essential  principle  of  representative  government.  In¬ 
deed,  in  my  judgment,  the  assumption  of  the  power  of  appoint¬ 
ment  by  legislators  has  been  the  principal  cause  of  whatever 
corruption  and  inefficiency  have  been  found  to  exist  in  our  polit¬ 
ical  system. 

This  evil  is  undoubtedly  deeply  rooted  and  many  public  men 
believe  themselves  personally  interested  in  maintaining  it. 

[R.  B.  Hayes.] 

[Unaddressed.  ] 


White  House,  November  5,  18/p.  —  The  Republican  victory 
yesterday  was  complete  everywhere  in  the  North  except  in  New 
York.  In  New  York  we  carry  the  Legislature.  This  secures 
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the  election  of  a  Republican  Senator  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Kernan. 
We  also  elect  the  governor  by  reason  of  the  bolting  of  the 
Tammany  Democrats,  who  refused  to  support  the  nominee  of 
Mr.  Tilden,  Governor  Robinson,  and  voted  generally  for  [John] 
Kelly.  The  remainder  of  the  Republican  state  ticket  is,  I  fear, 
beaten.  Our  full  force  was  not  at  the  polls.  Many  Republicans, 
opposed  to  machine  politics,  were  disgusted  by  the  Conkling 
control  of  the  convention  and  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Cornell.  I 
did  all  I  could  to  save  the  cause  by  urging  friends  to  lay  aside 
their  opposition.  But  there  was  too  much  Conkling  in  the  ticket. 
Hence  its  weakness  and  probable  defeat.* 

With  a  popular  nomination  for  governor  and  no  dissatisfaction 
in  the  party,  we  should  have  elected  our  whole  ticket.  New  York 
would  have  been  no  exception  to  the  general  course  of  Republi¬ 
can  success  this  year.  All  of  the  Northern  States  have  done 
better  for  the  Republicans  this  year  than  they  did  last  year  ex¬ 
cept  New  York.  In  New  York  alone  have  the  Republicans 
failed  to  do  as  well  as  last  year.  Last  year  our  plurality  was 
almost  forty  thousand.  This  year  I  fear  we  are  beaten  on  the 
popular  vote.  There  is  but  one  cause  for  this,  viz.,  too  much 
of  Roscoe  Conkling  and  his  machine  politics. 

The  defeat  of  Governor  Robinson  is  the  defeat  of  Tilden  and 
foreshadows  his  overthrow  next  year  either  in  the  Democratic 
National  Convention  or  at  the  polls. 

November  26.  —  I  sent  to  the  printer  last  evening  the  last  re¬ 
vise  of  the  Message.  Its  topics  are  finance,  Mormonism,  a  para¬ 
graph  about  the  South,  and  civil  service  reform.  There  was 
small  difference  of  opinion  in  the  Cabinet  about  the  questions 
discussed  in  the  Message.  Colonel  Thompson  and  Mr.  Evarts, 
looking  at  the  political  effect,  say  we  should  do  nothing  to  change 
the  issues  now  before  the  country.  I  recommend  stopping  silver 
coinage  and  retiring  the  greenbacks.  Both  Mr.  Evarts  and  Mr. 
Thompson  fear  the  effect  of  this.  It  seems  to  me  sound  policy, 
however,  to  do  both.  The  sooner  we  take  the  true  position,  the 
easier  it  will  be  to  convince  the  people  of  its  wisdom. 

*  The  full  returns  gave  the  Republicans  four,  the  Democrats  three,  of 
the  State  officers. 
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November  28.  —  I  spent  Thanksgiving  day  —  yesterday  —  at 
Bishop  Simpson’s,  1807  Mt.  Vernon  Street,  in  Philadelphia. 
With  Isaiah  Lancaster,  my  servant,  I  left  here  on  the  5:30  P.  M. 
train  on  the  Baltimore  and  Potomac  Railroad.  We  travelled  in 
the  common  car.  Heretofore,  since  I  became  President,  I  have 
had  a  special  car  when  travelling.  Being  without  a  “party,” 
I  preferred  to  go  without  fuss.  I  had  a  ticket  to  Baltimore. 
But  paid  forty  cents,  apparently  for  Isaiah,  but  I  didn’t  under¬ 
stand  it.  A  family  ticket  which  I  had,  included,  I  suppose, 
servants.  I  was  as  polite  as  the  conductor,  and  made  no  remark. 
Fare  was  paid  from  Baltimore  to  Philadelphia  for  both  of  us, 
I  think  three  dollars  each.  On  my  return  I  paid  fifteen  dollars 
for  fare  on  Baltimore  and  Ohio  and  for  sleeping  berths  —  two 
sections,  leaving  Philadelphia  at  11:30  P.  M.  Soon  after  lying 
down  the  conductor  told  me  he  had  orders  to  return  my  fare.  I 
took  it  without  counting.  This  morning  at  7  A.  M.  before  leav¬ 
ing  the  car,  the  conductor  told  me  he  had  orders  to  return  me  the 
fare  paid  on  the  26th  and  gave  me  three  dollars.  The  money 
paid  back  was  nine  dollars  altogether.  This  was  for  fare  I 
suppose,  leaving  me  to  pay  for  my  own  sleeping  berth.  All  of 
this  pleasantly  done,  but  I  suspect  I  make  less  trouble  if  I  ask 
for  a  special  car. 

On  the  way  up  a  Mr.  Sutton  of  the  Eastern  Shore  —  clerk  in 

the  great  wholesale  ‘drygoods  store  of  Jacob  -  &  Co., 

Philadelphia,  took  a  seat  by  my  side.  I  got  much  interesting 
information  about  his  business  and  the  trade  generally. 

At  Bishop  Simpson’s  met  the  family  and  Lucy  and  Fanny 
[who  had  preceded  me],  A  happy  home;  a  cheerful,  pious 
family  —  a  family  of  good  works  and  most  lovable  character. 
The  Bishop  and  his  son  Barney  met  me  at  Broad  Street  Depot 
at  midnight  or  near  it.  Mrs.  Simpson  is  a  warm-hearted  and 
motherly  lady  who  is  full  of  good  works.  A  home  for  aged 
women  and  now  [one]  for  orphans  are  her  pet  hobbies.  The 
fair  is  in  the  interest  of  the  orphans.  Mrs.  Bowie,  a  married 
daughter,  wife  of  a  Methodist  Episcopal  preacher  in  Harrisburg, 
was  visiting  her  parents.  Two  sweet  daughters,  a  blonde  and  a 
brunette,  young  ladies,  complete  the  family. 
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The  bishop’s  eloquence  and  success  are  due  to  a  tender,  sincere 
nature,  great  modesty,  good  culture,  and  sound  common  sense. 
These  high  qualities,  added  to  unshaken  faith  in  Christianity  and 
in  its  vast  importance,  make  him  a  man  of  great  power  in  the 
pulpit  and  in  private  life.  He  possesses  also  unusual  love  and 
capacity  for  hard  work. 

Thanksgiving  day  we  rode  northeast  six  or  eight  miles  to  at¬ 
tend  the  opening  of  an  improved  church  in  Frankfort.  The 
bishop  preached  a  hopeful  sermon.  A  collection  to  pay  for  the 
church  improvement  was  tolerably  successful.  Returned  and 
dined  with  the  bishop’s  family,  also  President  Allen  of  Girard 
College  and  a  few  others.  After  dinner  callers  —  MacVeagh  and 
others.  Then  a  drill  of  a  military  company  of  orphan  boys  in 
front  of  the  house.  In  the  evening  at  the  crowded  fair  in  the 
great  hall ;  hand-shakings  and  great  enthusiasm.  At  1 1 :30  P.  M. 
left  Philadelphia  for  Washington  (home!).  Lucy  and  Fanny 
remained  for  a  day  or  two  longer.  A  rapid,  busy,  delightful 
trip. 


Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  December  i,  1879. 

My  dear  Governor:  —  Several  friends  of  Chief  Justice  Waite 
purchased  a  portrait  of  him,  painted  by  Mrs.  Fassett  of  this  city, 
and  presented  it  to  Miss  Mary  F.  Waite,  the  daughter  of  the 
Chief  Justice.  The  letter  enclosed  herewith  shows  that  Miss 
Waite  wishes  the  portrait  to  be  presented  to  the  State  of  Ohio. 
It  has  accordingly  been  sent  to  you,  and  I  trust  you  will  see  that 
it  is  suitably  placed  in  the  State  House.  I  am  confident  that  the 
people  of  Ohio  will  be  glad  to  see  in  their  capitol  this  portrait 
of  their  honored  and  eminent  fellow  citizen,  the  Chief  Justice 
of  the  United  States. 


Sincerely, 


Governor  R.  M.  Bishop, 
Columbus. 


R.  B.  Hayes. 
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Private. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  December  4,  1879. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  I  agree  with  you.  I  know  of  no  good  reason 
why  Mr.  Blaine  and  I  should  not  be  on  the  best  of  terms  with 
each  other.  In  the  first  year  of  my  Administration,  he  said  and 
did  things  which  I  thought  needlessly  hostile;  for  example,  his 
speech  at  Woodstock  [Connecticut,  July  4,  1877,]  on  Mexican 
affairs.  I  have  understood  that  he  was  offended  by  an  appoint¬ 
ment  which  I  made  in  Maine.  He  was  opposed  to  it.  I  thought 
it  was  my  duty  to  make  it.  There  was  certainly  not  the  least 
intentional  disrespect  to  him  in  the  act  itself  or  in  the  manner  of 
doing  it.  I  sincerly  regretted  that  he  felt  as  he  did  about  it. 

The  Cincinnati  platform,  my  Letter  of  Acceptance,  and  my 
convictions  led  me  to  oppose  the  senatorial  usage  by  which  the 
appointing  power  of  the  President  was  usurped  by  Senators. 
This  was  the  cause  for  a  time  of  much  irritation.  I  regarded 
the  controversy  as  a  difference  of  principle,  and  I  never  allowed 
it  to  disturb  my  relations  with  any  Senator  if  I  could  avoid  it. 
In  the  affair  referred  to,  I  have  suspected  that  some  misappre¬ 
hension  caused  the  feeling  that  was  exhibited.  I  have  through¬ 
out  regarded  Mr.  Blaine  as  a  gentleman  with  whom  I  would 
like  to  be  on  good  terms. 

I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  intimating  that  explanations 
are  needed  on  either  side  to  bring  us  more  cordially  together. 
I  do  not  feel  that  the  past  stands  in  the  way  of  good  relations. 

Thanking  you  for  your  friendly  suggestions,  I  remain, 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  William  Walter  Phelps. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  December  4,  1879. 

My  dear  Moore  :  —  You  want  money  to  be  plenty,  the  rate  of 
interest  to  be  low,  and  at  the  same  time  you  want  the  money  to  be 
good.  You  can  only  have  this  state  of  things  when  there  is  con¬ 
fidence  in  the  stability  of  the  currency.  Capital  will  not  go  where 
it  is  uncertain  in  what  currency  debts  will  be  paid  next  month 
and  next  year.  If  the  legal  tender  for  debts  depends  on  the 


PRESIDENT  — THIRD  YEAR 


581 


whim,  the  ambition,  and  the  interest  of  Congressmen,  there  will 
be  a  want  of  confidence.  The  only  constitutional  legal  tender 
is  gold  and  silver.  Depart  from  that  and  confidence  is  gone. 

All  the  world  now  believes  that  investments  in  America  are 
likely  to  be  profitable.  A  sound  financial  policy  will  bring  us 
money  from  all  the  commercial  nations  of  the  earth.  In  good 
times  prepare  for  hard  times.  In  good  times  pay  debts.  The 
legal  tender  notes  are  debts.  Let  them  be  paid  by  the  coin  in  the 
treasury  and  the  coin  that  is  coming  in  from  abroad  and  it  will 
not  contract  the  circulation.  Let  our  ship  be  headed  in  the  right 
direction.  It  is  a  sound  policy  which  has  brought  good  times. 
The  same  policy  will  continue  good  times. 

Sincerely, 


J.  P.  Moore. 


R.  B.  Hayes. 


Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  December  13,  1879. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  Your  note  of  the  12th  instant,  tendering  your 
resignation  of  the  office  of  Secretary  of  War,  with  a  view  to  the 
acceptance  of  the  position  of  judge  of  the  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  Eighth  Circuit,  is  received,  and  the  resig¬ 
nation  accepted. 

The  expressions  of  personal  regard  with  which  the  tender 
of  your  resignation  is  accompanied  are  very  heartily  recipro¬ 
cated  and  the  termination  of  our  intimate  official  relations  is 
attended  with  the  very  gratifying  reflection  that  your  eminent 
capacity  for  usefulness  in  the  public  service  will  be  transferred 
to  the  responsible  duties  of  the  important  and  permanent  judicial 
position  to  which  you  will  hereafter  devote  your  attention. 

With  the  best  wishes  for  your  success  and  happiness, 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  George  W.  McCrary. 


December  14,  1879.  —  Colonel  Josiah  W.  Ware  has  been  visit¬ 
ing  us  for  several  days.  He  was  born  August  19,  1802,  [in] 
Frederick  County,  Virginia,  near  where  he  lives,  near  Berry- 
ville,  Virginia.  He  says:  — 
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“I  knew  your  wife’s  grandmother  after  whom  she  was  named 
(Lucy  Ware  Webb)  intimately  and  corresponded  with  her. 
When  she  was  about  sixty  or  seventy  years  old  her  hair  was  cut 
short  and  was  [as]  white  as  snow.  She  was  a  perfect  specimen 
of  hospitality.  She  was  very  fine-looking;  had  as  fine  a  face 
as  you  ever  saw,  full  of  kindness  and  benevolence.  She  was 
rather  fleshy,  not  too  much  so,  about  the  height  of  Lucy  Hayes. 
I  also  knew  cousin  Lucy’s  grandfather,  Isaac  Webb.  He  was  a 
very  small  man,  of  an  active  figure.  I  first  saw  them  at  their 
house  near  Lexington,  Kentucky,  —  about  twelve  miles,  I  think, 
east  of  Lexington,  —  about  1825. 

“James  Ware,  the  great-grandfather  of  Mrs.  Hayes,  lived  in 
Clark  County,  Virginia  (now  Clark  County).  The  family  came 
from  Gloucester  County,  Virginia,  where  there  is  a  Ware  church 
and  Ware  River.  Some  of  the  family  moved  to  Georgia  and  one 
of  them  was  a  United  States  Senator  from  Georgia.  The  great¬ 
grandmother  of  Mrs.  Hayes,  wife  of  James  Ware,  was  Catherine 
Todd  —  I  think  it  Catherine,  not  positive.  The  Todds  were 
from  Caroline  County,  Virginia.  Charles  Webb  married  one  of 
the  Miss  Wares,  Isaac  Webb  another,  and  Dr.  Scott  married 
another. 

“Lucy’s  father,  Dr.  James  Webb,  was  a  very  handsome  man. 
He  had  black  hair  and  dark  eyes,  and  was  tall  and  straight.” 

December  18.  —  The  committee  of  the  Republican  party  for 
the  nation  met  here  yesterday.  This  is  the  first  official  movement 
towards  the  Presidential  election.  The  committee,  in  a  general 
way,  were  harmonious.  They  were  apparently  about  equally 
divided  in  their  preferences  for  next  President  between  Grant 
and  Blaine,  with  a  decided  balance  of  power  for  Sherman.  If 
New  York  could,  with  a  fair  degree  of  unity,  present  a  man  like, 
say,  the  Vice-President  or  Governor  Fish,  he  would  probably  be 
nominated.  The  general  popular  favorite  is  Grant.  But  many 
thoughtful  men  dislike  a  departure  from  Washington’s  precedent 
—  dislike  the  third  term;  and  many  more  fear  a  return  to  the 
unfortunate  methods  and  men  of  General  Grant’s  former  Admin¬ 
istrations. 
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December  ip,  18/p. —  My  friend  Thomas  Donaldson  [of  Phil¬ 
adelphia]  brought  me  a  Navajo  blanket  made  by  Indians  in  New 
Mexico,  and  [it]  is  a  present  from  General  Henry  M.  Atkinson 
of  Santa  Fe,  the  United  States  marshal.  It  is  a  very  fine  one, 
water-proof,  of  red  and  white  colors  —  dark  red. 


Philadelphia,  Saturday  morning,  7  130  A.  M. 

Before  breakfast !  December  27,  1879. 

My  Darling  :  —  We  had  a  quiet  nice  time  last  night.  A  most 
agreeable  talk  with  General  Grant  for  two  hours  alone.  He  looks 
well  and  is  in  excellent  spirits.  He  will  go  to  Washington  today, 
and  said  he  would  call  on  you  —  probably  Monday,  but  if  Sun¬ 
day,  the  ushers  will  of  course  admit  him. 

I  go  to  Plainfield  today,  and  will  return  to  Washington  Mon¬ 
day  afternoon  by  limited  express. 

With  much  love  to  Fan,  and  Scott,  and  darling. 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Mrs.  Hayes. 


January  13,  1880.  —  Two  things  that  may  be  important  have 
been  considered.  Last  Friday,  the  9th,  I  directed  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  to  order  two  of  our  national  vessels  to  sail  to  the 
ports  in  the  Chiriqui  Grant,  one  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  one 
on  the  Pacific  coast  between  Panama  and  the  proposed  Nicaragua 
Canal.  The  purpose  is  to  establish  naval  stations  in  these  im¬ 
portant  harbors.  It  is  claimed  that  an  American  citizen,  Mr. 
Ambrose  Thompson,  has  procured  a  very  important  grant  of 
the  lands  surrounding  these  harbors,  and  of  the  right  of  way 
connecting  them.  Mr.  Thompson  conveyed  to  the  United  States, 
by  an  arrangement  with  President  Lincoln,  an  interest  in  his 
grant.  If  it  shall  be  deemed  best  by  Congress  to  take  possession 
of  this  interest,  the  presence  of  our  ships  and  the  establishing 
of  our  coaling  stations  will  give  us  a  foothold  which  will  be  of 
vast  service  in  controlling  the  passage  from  ocean  to  ocean 
either  at  Panama  or  at  Nicaragua  Lake. 
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The  other  affair  is  the  appointment  of  a  governor  for  the  Ter¬ 
ritory  of  Utah.  This  under  ordinary  circumstances  would  be  a 
common  administrative  act.  But  an  appointment  in  the  place 
of  the  present  very  reputable  governor  means  a  change  of  policy 
towards  the  Mormons.  Now  the  Territory  is  virtually  under  the 
theocratic  government  of  the  Mormon  Church.  The  union  of 
church  and  state  is  complete.  The  result  is  the  usual  one,  the 
usurpation  or  absorption  of  all  temporal  authority  and  power 
by  the  church.  Polygamy  and  every  other  evil  sanctioned  by  the 
church  is  safe.  To  destroy  the  temporal  power  of  the  Mormon 
Church  is  the  end  in  view.  This  requires  agitation.  The  people 
of  the  United  States  must  be  made  to  appreciate,  to  understand, 
the  situation.  Laws  must  be  enacted  which  will  take  from  the 
Mormon  Church  its  temporal  power.  Mormonism  as  a  sectarian 
idea  is  nothing,  but  as  a  system  of  government  it  is  our  duty  to 
deal  with  it  as  an  enemy  to  our  institutions,  and  its  supporters 
and  leaders  as  criminals. 

Saturday,  January  31,  1880.  —  We  get  every  week  gifts  of 
small  value  from  all  parts  of  the  country.  I  must  bring  up  today 
my  arrears  of  acknowledgements.  A  basket  of  large,  handsome 
red  seedling  apples  from  Minnesota;  a  watch  case  and  tidy  from 
Vermont;  a  lawn  rake  from  Dayton,  Ohio;  a  biography  of 
“Eminent  Abstainers”  from  England;  Indian  trinkets  from 
Alaska;  a  robe  from  Pennsylvania;  photographs  of  Indian  pupils 
at  Carlisle ;  autographs  of  Patrick  Henry  and  letters  of  Webster, 
Clay,  and  Calhoun  from  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia,  etc.,  etc., 
—  all  recent  accumulations. 

February  1,  1880.  —  When  I  came  into  the  White  House, 
nine  presidential  portraits  were  wanting  to  complete  the  list.  I 
have  added  Grant,  Jackson,  John  Adams,  Madison,  Monroe, 
Taylor,  and  Harrison.  I  must  get  Buchanan  and  Johnson,  and 
then  each  of  my  successors  will  have  to  add  [only]  the  portrait 
of  his  predecessor. 

February  5,  1880.  —  A  cousin  of  my  wife,  having  a  son-in-law 
at  West  Point  as  an  instructor,  wanted  me  to  detail  her  son  also 
to  duty  at  the  same  desirable  place.  To  this  I  replied : 
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Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  February  5,  1880. 

My  dear  Mrs.  - : — You  are  perfectly  correct  in  think¬ 

ing  I  agree  with  you  that  nepotism  and  favoritism  prevail  in  the 
army.  You  might  find  examples  of  it  in  Washington  as  well  as 
at  West  Point.  I  do  not  expect  in  my  short  term  of  service  to 
get  rid  of  this  abuse.  But  I  intend  that  my  example  shall  be  a 
protest  against  it.  At  any  rate,  I  do  not  permit  myself  to  add 
to  the  weight  of  the  precedents  in  favor  of  the  abuse.  Two 
young  men  who  have  their  records  yet  to  make,  belonging  to  the 
same  family,  in  soft  places  at  West  Point  would  neither  be 
useful  to  them  nor  creditable  to  the  service.  If  they  and  their 
friends  give  it  a  little  thought,  I  am  confident  that  they  will  so 
consider  it.  In  this  matter  I  hope  you  will  not  regard  me  as 
other  than  your  and  their  friend. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

February  7,  1880.  —  Mr.  John  M.  Morton,  son  of  O.  P.  Mor¬ 
ton,  nominated  by  me  for  collector  of  internal  revenue  at  San 
Francisco,  was  rejected  by  the  Senate  by  a  large  majority.  The 
California  Senators  opposed  him  and  under  the  doctrine  called 
Senatorial  courtesy  they  succeeded  in  rallying  against  him  a 
majority  of  both  parties.  Mr.  Morton  is  in  all  respects  worthy. 
But  there  is  an  evident  purpose  to  reestablish  the  doctrine  that 
the  Senators  from  a  State  are  entitled  to  control  the  federal 
offices  of  their  State.  This  has  been  greatly  shaken  during  my 
Administration.  In  many  conspicuous  cases  it  has  been  broken 
down,  or  at  least  disregarded.  The  strength  of  the  usage  in  the 
Senate  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  many  Senators,  political  friends 
of  Senator  Morton,  many  of  them  intimate  personal  friends  of 
the  great  leader,  who  had  promised  Mrs.  Morton  to  sustain  her 
son’s  nomination,  deserted  at  the  finish  and  voted  against  him, 
or  dodged.  Among  those  named  to  me  who  did  this  are  Con!  - 
ling,  Hamlin,  Allison. 

The  object  evidently  is  to  reestablish  the  usage,  so  that  the 
next  President  will  not  venture  to  question  it.  Now,  the  ques¬ 
tion  is,  what  can  I  do  to  counteract  this?  I  can  emphasize  my 
dissent  by  leaving  Mr.  Higbee,  the  present  incumbent,  in  office 
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until  the  Senate  adjourns  and  then  appoint  Morton  in  his  place. 
Under  this  appointment,  Morton  can  hold  his  office  until  the  end 
of  my  term,  March  4,  1881.  This  is  worth  thinking  of. 

The  most  important  subject  now  under  consideration  is  as  to 
the  canal  across  the  Isthmus  connecting  the  waters  of  the  At¬ 
lantic  and  the  Pacific.  The  French  engineer,  Lesseps,  the  chief 
man  in  building  the  Suez  Canal,  is  actively  at  work  organizing, 
or  trying  to  organize,  a  company  to  enter  upon  the  work.  The 
time  has  come  when  the  American  doctrine  on  the  subject  ought 
to  be  explicitly  stated.  In  my  judgment  the  United  States  regard 
the  commercial  communication,  whether  by  railroad  or  canal, 
between  the  two  oceans  across/  the  Isthmus  at  any  of  the  points 
which  have  been  suggested,  as  essential  to  their  prosperity  and 
safety.  The  right  of  free  passage  at  all  times,  in  peace  or  war, 
for  the  purpose  of  commerce  or  for  defense,  the  United  States 
deem  essential  to  their  safety  and  prosperity.  They  wish  it  to 
be  understood  by  all  concerned  that  the  United  States  will  not 
consent  that  any  European  power  shall  control  the  railroad  or 
canal  across  the  Isthmus  of  Central  America.  With  due  regard 
to  the  rights  and  wishes  of  our  sister  republics  in  the  Isthmus, 
the  United  States  will  insist  that  this  passageway  shall  always 
remain  under  American  control.  Whoever  invests  capital  in  the 
contemplated  work  should  do  it  with  a  distinct  understanding 
that  the  United  States  expects  and  intends  to  control  the  canal 
in  conformity  with  its  own  interests. 

The  highway  between  that  part  of  the  United  States  which 
is  on  the  Atlantic  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  that  part  of  our 
country  which  is  on  the  Pacific,  must  not  be  allowed  to  pass 
under  the  control  of  any  European  nation.  The  control  must 
be  exclusively  either  in  the  country  through  which  it  passes,  or  in 
the  United  States,  or  under  the  joint  control  of  the  American 
republics.  The  United  States  should  control  this  great  highway 
between  that  part  of  our  country,  etc.,  etc.  This  great  highway 
must  not  be  controlled  by  Europe.  It  must  be  held  and  controlled 
by  America  —  by  the  American  republics. 

February  8,  1880.  Sunday.  —  A  bright,  beautiful  day.  —  The 
last  reception  of  Lucy  and  myself  for  this  season  was  last  night. 
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It  was  the  largest  and  gayest  throng  of  the  year.  Many  could  not 
get  in,  and  left  without  reaching  the  door.  Others  got  in  and 
left  without  entering  the  Blue  Room  —  going  out  through  win¬ 
dows  because  they  could  not  get  out  at  the  door.  A  very  good- 
natured  and  well-behaved  crowd. 

The  interest  of  the  United  States  in  the  communication  —  the 
interoceanic  canal  or  railroad  —  does  not  rest  on  the  Monroe 
Doctrine  alone.  That  great  highway  connects  the  part  of  our 
country  which  is  on  the  Atlantic  with  that  which  is  on  the 
Pacific.  It  is  of  vital  importance  to  our  prosperity  and  our 
safety.  It  is  a  part  of  our  general  system  of  defensive  works. 
It  is  essential  for  national  defense.  It  will  not  be  permitted  to 
pass  into  the  control  of  any  hostile  nation.  We  shall  deal  justly 
with  all  other  nations  in  regard  to  its  use.  We  shall  deal  liberally 
with  the  sister  American  republics  which  are  interested  in  the 
work  and  in  the  territory  through  which  it  passes.  But  it  may 
as  well  be  understood  that  the  United  States  will  not  permit 
it  to  be  held  or  controlled  by  any  European  nation. 

February  n,  1880.  —  Our  diplomatic  reception  last  evening 
was  very  successful.  The  Senators  and  Representatives  quite 
generally  attended. 

The  event  of  yesterday,  however,  was  my  presentation  to  the 
Cabinet  of  my  views  on  the  interoceanic  canal.  As  my  opinions 
were  matured,  distinct,  and  decisive,  I  first  gave  my  opinion 
and  then  asked  for  theirs.  I  said  in  substance  that  I  thought  that 
existing  circumstances  furnished  an  occasion  for  an  explicit 
declaration  of  the  views  and  purposes  of  the  United  States  with 
respect  to  a  ship  canal  across  the  southern  part  of  North  Amer¬ 
ica.  That  our  principles  should  be  at  an  early  day  announced. 
That  in  my  view  our  position  did  not  rest  alone  upon  the  Monroe 
Doctrine.  That  paramount  interests  were  involved.  That  the 
control  of  the  canal  was  essential  to  our  prosperity  and  safety. 
That  the  ocean  highway  from  that  part  of  our  country  on  the 
Atlantic  to  that  part  of  our  country  on  the  Pacific  must  always 
be  under  our  control ;  that,  if  it  passed  into  European  control,  our 
security,  our  peace,  our  commercial  and  general  prosperity,  and 
our  commanding  and  natural  position  among  the  nations  would 
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be  endangered.  That  our  interest  in  the  subject  was  greater 
than  that  of  all  European  nations  put  together.  It  was  there¬ 
fore  my  purpose  as  soon  as  it  could  properly  be  done  to  take 
occasion  by  special  message  to  Congress  to  communicate  these 
views  to  them.  In  this  way  all  concerned,  all  who  proposed  to 
take  part  in  the  construction  of  the  canal,  would  be  informed 
of  the  principles  of  the  United  States  on  the  subject. 

I  then  expressed  the  hope  that  the  members  of  the  Cabinet 
would  concur  with  me  in  my  views  thus  expressed,  and  called  on 
them  for  their  opinions.  I  was  glad  to  find  no  opposition  to  the 
general  scope  and  purpose  of  what  I  had  said. 

Mr.  Evarts  at  some  length  explained  what  he  was  doing  in 
regard  to  the  question.  That  he  was  collecting  the  treaties,  the 
correspondence,  and  all  [the  data]  that  existed  on  the  subject 
showing  the  history  of  the  matter.  He  did  not  decidedly  speak 
of  the  necessity  for  prompt  action,  but  seemed  to  regard  early 
action  as  desirable. 

Mr.  Sherman  in  a  single  sentence  decidedly  concurred  with 
me.  Governor  Ramsay  also  spoke  favorably  and  added  circum¬ 
stances  showing  the  importance  of  American  control  over  the 
canal.  Mr.  Thompson  with  a  smile  said:  “You  know  these 
have  been  my  views  all  along.”  Judge  Key  was  brief  but  em¬ 
phatic  in  favor  of  a  declaration  such  as  I  had  indicated. 

General  Devens  was  compelled  to  leave  to  attend  a  case  in  the 
Court  of  Claims,  but  as  he  rose  to  go  he  explicitly  assented  to 
the  course  I  had  suggested. 

General  Schurz  warmly  approved.  He  said :  “No  European 
nation  under  similar  circumstances  would  hesitate  an  instant 
to  assert  its  rights  in  such  a  case,  and  to  give  decided  expression 
of  its  purpose  to  maintain  them.” 

So  that  practically  the  Cabinet  is  a  unit  on  my  side  of  the 
question. 

February  12,  1880.  ~  The  robe  given  to  Lucy  by  Mrs  S 
Newton  Pettis,  of  Meadville,  is  made  from  skins  of  the  guanaco, 
a  South  American  animal  of  the  camel  species  —  a  wild  variety 
of  the  llama,  three  feet  high  and  extremely  swift. 
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February  17,  18S0.  —  The  presideni  of  the  Panama  Railroad 
gave  me  yesterday  a  very  interesting  account  of  the  Isthmus,  of 
his  railway,  of  Mr.  de  Lesseps  and  his  surveys,  and  of  the 
prospects  of  the  enterprise.  Pie  thinks  a  canal  can  be  built  at 
tide  level  from  Aspinwall  to  Panama;  that  it  will  not  pay  as  an 
investment  but  would  be  very  useful  to  the  United  States. 

February  20.  —  The  true  policy  of  the  United  States  as  to  a 
canal  across  any  part  of  the  Isthmus  is  either  a  canal  under 
American  control,  or  no  canal.  We  cannot  allow  the  geograph¬ 
ical  relations  of  the  North  American  continent  to  be  essentially 
changed.  European  control  of  this  thoroughfare  between  the 
different  parts  of  the  United  States  is  wholly  inadmissible. 

The  Isthmus  canal  would  change  essentially  the  geographical 
relations  between  the  east  and  west  coast  of  North  America  and 
between  North  America  and  the  rest  of  the  world.  This  im¬ 
portant  change  in  the  geography  of  the  continent  cannot  occur 
without  gravely  affecting  the  power,  the  prosperity,  the  means  of 
defense,  the  peace,  and  the  safety  of  the  United  States.  That 
canal  must  be  controlled  by  the  United  States. 

The  United  States  cannot  consent  that  it  shall  be  under 
European  control.  Either  an  American  canal  or  no  canal  must 
be  our  motto  with  respect  to  this  subject. 

Clark  Centre,  says  Langdon,  of  Minneapolis,  cast  the  Minne¬ 
sota  single  vote  for  me  on  the  final  ballot. 
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PRESIDENT - FOURTH  YEAR - NATIONAL  AID  TO  EDUCA¬ 
TION - TEMPERANCE - TRIP  TO  PACIFIC  COAST 

- PONCA  INDIAN  EPISODE - VETO  OF 

REFUNDING  BILL 

WHEN  the  last  year  of  Mr.  Hayes’s  term  began,  the  pol¬ 
iticians  had  already  long  been  busy  with  plans  for 
selecting  his  successor.  But  for  his  positive  refusal  to  allow  his 
name  to  be  mentioned,  in  adherence  to  the  pledge  given  in  his 
Letter  of  Acceptance,  there  is  much  liklihood  that  he  would 
have  been  renominated.  As  it  was,  his  sympathies  were  with 
the  candidacy  of  Mr.  Sherman.  Mr.  Blaine  was  again  a  can¬ 
didate  with  a  large  and  vigorous  following.  But  the  most 
formidable  movement  was  on  the  part  of  Conkling  and  the  rest 
of  “the  old  guard.”  They  were  determined  to  compass  the 
nomination  of  General  Grant,  recently  returned  from  a  tri¬ 
umphal  trip  around  the  world,  despite  the  shortcomings  of  his 
Administration  and  in  defiance  of  the  popular  sentiment  against 
a  third  term.  In  all  the  pre-convention  activities  they  were 
most  aggressive  and  most  assertive.  They  appeared  at  Chicago 
with  the  largest  and  most  compact  body  of  delegates,  who  never 
wavered  for  thirty-six  ballots,  Blaine  and  Sherman  commanding 
the  next  largest  groups.  The  only  hope  of  'defeating  Grant,  the 
opposing  leaders  at  last  saw,  was  by  uniting  their  forces  on 
some  third  man.  Garfield  had  made  a  brilliant  speech  nominat¬ 
ing  Mr.  Sherman.  To  him  the  weary  delegates  at  last  turned 
and  gave  him  the  nomination  by  a  very  small  majority,  seeking 
to  appease  the  dazed  and  disappointed  Conkling  by  adding  his 
chief  political  lieutenant,  Arthur,  to  the  ticket.  Mr.  Hayes 
watched  the  whole  contest  with  intense  interest  and  was  pleased 
with  the  outcome.  Garfield  had  been  the  leader  of  the  Admin¬ 
istration  forces  in  the  House  and  his  nomination  implied  em¬ 
phatic  approval  by  the  party  of  Mr.  Hayes’s  policies  and  course 
of  action. 
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In  midsummer  the  President  made  his  annual  visit  to  Ohio, 
speaking  twice  at  Soldiers’  gatherings  (Columbus,  August  n, 
and  Canton,  September  i).  On  both  occasions  the  burden  of  his 
speech  was  an  argument  and  plea  for  national  aid  to  education, 
especially  in  the  South,  —  a  subject  that  lay  very  close  to  his 
heart.  “To  perpetuate  the  Union  and  to  abolish  slavery,”  he 
said,  “were  the  work  of  war.  To  educate  the  uneducated  is  the 
appropriate  work  of  peace.” 

Immediately  after  the  speech  at  Canton,  Mr.  Hayes,  with  Mrs. 
Hayes  and  two  of  his  sons,  accompanied  by  a  group  of  friends, 
started  on  a  trip  to  the  Pacific  Coast.  This  was  the  first  visit 
of  a  President  to  that  region  and  the  longest  journey  any  Presi¬ 
dent  had  undertaken  up  to  that  time.  Everywhere  enthusiastic 
throngs  gave  the  distinguished  travellers  welcome  and  provided 
them  with  endless  entertainments.  The  President’s  speeches 
were  felicitous  expressions  of  appreciation  of  the  people’s  cordial¬ 
ity,  with  pleas  for  national  unity  and  for  sentiment  in  favor  of 
national  aid  to  education.  The  President  returned  to  Fremont 
just  in  time  for  the  election,  the  result  of  which  gave  him  pro¬ 
found  gratification.  He  felt  that  his  course  as  President  had 
given  new  vitality  to  his  party. 

The  Indian  policy  of  the  Administration,  which  had  been 
characterized  throughout  by  wisdom  and  humanity,  was  brought 
into  public  discussion  in  the  last  months  of  Mr.  Hayes’s  term 
when  sensational  reports  of  injustice  done  to  the  Ponca  tribe 
were  published.  The  matter  caused  the  President  some  anxiety 
when  first  brought  to  his  attention.  He  at  once  made  a  thorough 
inquiry,  and  presented  the  facts  in  a  straightforward  message 
to  Congress,  which  resulted  in  repairing  as  fully  as  was  then 
possible  the  sufferings  of  the  tribe  and  which  proved  the  good 
faith  of  the  Administration  in  its  enlightened  and  humane  efforts 
for  the  Indians. 

The  last  act  of  the  President  —  and  a  fitting  climax  to  his 
many  services  in  behalf  of  sound  money  —  was  the  veto,  on 
the  very  day  before  his  retirement,  of  a  refunding  bill,  loaded 
down  with  objectionable  features.  He  returned  to  Ohio  attended 
by  the  plaudits  of  a  grateful  people.] 
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March  4,  1880.  —  Three  years  of  my  term  gone  today.  Only 
one  year  of  it  remains.  The  past  has  been  on  the  whole  more 
satisfactory,  as  I  now  look  back,  than  I  hoped  it  would  be.  For 
the  future  more  care,  more  determined  adherence  to  strict  duty, 
and  all  will  be  well. 

March  6.  —  Monday  last  Lucy  and  Webb  with  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Moss,  of  Sandusky,  left  for  Ohio.  They  will  be  absent  another 
week.  The  two  young  children  are  with  me,  also  Miss  Lucy 
Cook  and  Miss  Betty  Ballinger,  of  Texas.  We  are  a  nice  party 
but  Lucy  is  greatly  missed. 

For  two  or  three  weeks  I  have  had  a  dull  pain  extending 
through  the  body  from  the  right  breast  to  the  right  shoulder- 
blade  ;  occasionally  there  is  pain  in  the  right  elbow.  It  seems 
to  be  rheumatism  and  Dr.  Baxter  is  treating  it  as  such.  It  inter¬ 
feres  with  sleep  and  comfort  and  grows  no  better.  In  other 
respects  I  was  never  in  better  health. 

March  7.  Sunday.  —  Rainy  and  gloomy.  —  About  a  month 
ago  I  missed  the  volume  of  my  diaries  which  precedes  this  — 
beginning  in  May,  I  think,  1876,  and  ending  about  a  year  ago. 
It  was  a  black,  flexibly  bound  volume,  not  so  thick  as  this  and 
about  the  same  shape  and  size  in  other  respects.  It  contained 
what  little  I  had  to  say  during  the  Presidential  canvass  and  the 
first  two  years  of  my  term  of  office.  I  fear  if  lost  it  will  get 
into  the  newspapers.  It  contains  few  things  that  would  be  em¬ 
barrassing  in  print,  but  undoubtedly  has  some.  I  do  not  recall 
more  than  two  of  this  sort;  and  yet  there  must  be  much  in  it 
that  I  would  prefer  not  to  see  in  print.  [The  volume  had  prob¬ 
ably  only  been  mislaid.] 

Saturday,  March  13,  1880.  —  A  wintry  morning.  Snow  covers 
the  ground  and  trees.  Fanny  and  Scott  are  out  before  breakfast 
with  their  sled  enjoying  it.  It  snowed  all  day  yesterday.  For 
three  days  we  have  had  winter  weather.  Lucy  will  probably 
leave  Columbus  today  to  return  here. 

Fanny  and  Scott  night  before  last  appeared  at  a  costume  ball 
for  children  given  by  their  dancing-master.  Fanny  was  beauti¬ 
ful  as  Martha  Washington  and  Scott  as  an  orderly  sergeant  of 
the  Twenty-third.  Fanny  copied  the  picture  in  the  East  Room. 
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March  18,  1880.  —  In  the  Fitz-John  Porter  case  the  debate  in 
the  Senate  is  virtually  a  rehearing  of  the  case.  The  bill  restores 
him  to  his  regular  army  rank,  that  of  colonel,  with  pay  from  the 
date  of  his  dismissal,  January,  1863.  He  has  been  out  of  service 
during  all  of  that  period.  The  passage  of  the  bill  is  therefore 
a  reversal  of  the  judgment  against  him  and  something  more.  It 
is  a  declaration  that  he  did  his  full  duty  in  those  last  days  of 
August,  1862,  and  is  therefore  entitled  to  be  signally  honored 
and  rewarded  for  his  conspicuous  merit  and  services  as  a  corps 
commander  in  the  battles  referred  to.  This  is  the  recommenda¬ 
tion  of  the  board  of  officers  whose  report  and  findings  were 
sent  to  Congress  by  me.  The  question  I  am  now  to  consider  is 
whether  such  merit  was  exhibited  and  such  services  rendered 
by  Fitz-John  Porter. 

On  receiving  and  reading  the  report  of  the  board  this  was  the 
conclusion  which  I  felt  myself  inclined  to  adopt. 

March  20,  1880.  —  There  is  a  strong  disposition  in  the  House 
to  renew  the  contest  of  last  spring  over  the  election  laws.  They 
have  attached  as  a  rider  to  an  important  appropriation  bill  a 
proviso  that  will  prevent  the  appointment  of  more  than  two  or 
three  deputy  marshals  in  any  one  election  district.  No  formidable 
riot  or  mob  can  be  prevented  or  suppressed  or  held  in  check  by 
such  a  force.  If  this  is  passed,  I  must  veto  it.  I  will  set  out  the 
law  as  it  is,  the  change  made  by  the  bill,  the  opinion  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  and  the  duty  to  sustain  it. 

Let  me  examine  Stephens’  and  Speer’s  speeches. 

March  24.  —  The  extreme  eastern  part  of  the  United  States 
in  Maine  is  about  69  [67]  degrees  west  of  Greenwich  and  the 
extreme  western  part,  one  of  the  Aleutian  Islands,  is  about  189 
[188]  degrees  west  of  Greenwich.  In  other  [words]  the  United 
States  extends  from  west  to  east  about  120  [  1 2 1  ]  degrees.  The 
central  point  is  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  about  ninety  miles  west  of 
the  coast  of  Washington  Territory! 

April  1,  1880. — We  returned  from  New  York  yesterday 
afternoon  in  the  limited  express,  reaching  here  on  time,  4  P.  M., 
after  a  pleasant  ride  of  six  hours,  and  a  notably  happy  visit  in 
the  great  city.  We  took  lunch  with  Mr.  John  Taylor  Johnston, 
38 
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president  of  the  Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art  at  I  P.  M.,  Tues¬ 
day  ;  attended  the  opening  exercises  of  the  museum  at  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Park  at  3  130  to  5  130  P.  M. ;  dined  at  Mr.  John  Jacob  Astor’s 
at  7  P.  M.,  and  a  reception  at  the  same  place  until  11 :30  P.  M. 
In  the  morning  I  had  photographs  taken  by  Frederick.  —  Party 
• —  Lucy,  Mr.  Andrews,  Governor  and  Mrs.  Andrews,  Mrs. 
Austin,  and  General  Myer. 

Monday  evening  at  a  quiet  and  beautiful  party  at  Mrs.  Par¬ 
sons’. 

April  10,  1880.  —  This  morning  at  8:30  A.  M.,  I  planted  two 
American  elms  perhaps  six  feet  north  of  the  driveway  in  front 
of  the  north  front  of  the  White  House.  One  is  due  north  from 
the  northeast  corner  of  the  house  and  the  other  is  due  north  of 
the  northwest  corner.  I  was  assisted  by  Pfeister  and  two  labor¬ 
ers  and  by  Scott.  Scott  also  planted  an  elm  a  little  northwest 
of  my  northwest  elm. 

April  11.  —  In  the  Philadelphia  Times  of  March  29,  an  article 
was  published  entitled  “White  House  Gallery  —  Rutherford 
Birchard  Hayes,  of  Ohio,  —  A  pen  picture,”  by  General  H.  V. 
Boynton.  It  seems  to  be  by  a  friendly  hand  and  contains  many 
things  a  friend  might  have  written.  But  in  truth,  General  Boyn¬ 
ton  who  has  been,  and  I  hope  will  be  again,  sincerely  friendly, 
was  at  the  time  deeply  'offended  with  me.  His  nature  makes  it 
impossible  for  him  to  see  fairly  the  character  and  merits  of  those 
he  dislikes.  The  great  defects  of  the  sketch,  as  I  see  it,  are  due 
to  the  unfortunate  quarrel  between  General  Boynton  and  Gen¬ 
eral  Sherman.  I  had  no  connection  with  the  controversy  except 
to  refuse  a  court  martial  to  decide  the  merits  of  the  affair  be¬ 
tween  the  correspondent  and  the  commander  of  the  army.  I  did 
this  without  any  thought  that  my  judgment,  clearly  right,  would 
alienate  General  Boynton.  I  regret  that  it  has  had  that  effect. 

His  leanings  appear  in  many  parts  of  the  “pen  picture.”  First, 
the  Southern  policy  is  represented  as  very  different  in  practice 
from  what  “its  friends”  understood  it  would  be  when  they  sup¬ 
ported  it.  I  know,  of  course,  very  little  of  what  was  expected. 
.The  truth  is,  I  had  no  confidants  in  regard  to  it.  My  judgment 
was  that  the  time  had  come  to  put  an  end  to  bayonet  rule.  I 
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saw  things  done  in  the  South  which  could  only  be  accounted  for 
on  the  theory  that  the  war  was  not  yet  ended.  Many  Southern 
people  evidently  felt  that  they  were  justified  in  acts  which  could 
only  be  justified  in  time  of  war  towards  the  common  enemy. 
The  Republicans,  the  North,  the  colored  people,  if  active  in 
politics,  were  regarded  and  treated  as  the  public  enemy.  My  task 
was  to  wipe  out  the  color  line,  to  abolish  sectionalism,  to  end 
the  war  and  bring  peace.  To  do  this,  I  was  ready  to  resort  to 
unusual  measures,  and  to  risk  my  own  standing  and  reputation 
with  my  party  and  the  country.  For  the  first  time  in  our  history 
a  gentleman  who  had  opposed  the  election  of  the  President  was 
by  that  President  invited  into  his  Cabinet.  Judge  Key,  a  Con¬ 
federate  soldier  and  a  Democrat  who  had  supported  Tilden 
against  me,  was  made  Postmaster-General  and  one  of  my  con¬ 
stitutional  advisers.  A  number  of  other  appointments  were  made 
of  Southern  Democrats. 

My  object  was  to  end  the  war;  to  restore  confidence  in  the 
South  in  the  justice  and  good  will  of  a  Republican  Administra¬ 
tion.  The  army  was  withdrawn  because  I  believed  it  a  consti¬ 
tutional  duty  and  a  wise  thing  to  do.  I  know  of  no  friend,  unless 
it  is  General  Boynton,  who  supported  the  policy  when  it  was 
inaugurated  who  does  not  sustain  it  now.  On  the  other  hand, 
I  meet  constantly  men  who  now  applaud  it,  who  were  at  the 
beginning  of  it  strongly  opposed  to  it.  It  is  not  true  that  tried 
Republicans  at  the  South  were  totally  abandoned.  The  possible 
support  which  could  lawfully  be  extended  to  them  was  their  ap¬ 
pointment  to  office.  Altogether  the  loudest  complaint  I  have 
heard  is  that  so  rqany  of  “the  tried  Republicans”  referred  to 
have  been  appointed  to  office.  I  am  not  aware  of  a  single  in¬ 
stance  in  which  a  conspicuous  Republican  of  the  South  can  be 
said  to  have  been  abandoned.  Governor  Chamberlain  alone 
has  not  received  office,  and  he  placed  himself  in  an  attitude  of 
antagonism  which  precluded  it.  The  practical  destruction  of  the 
Republican  organization  in  the  South  was  accomplished  before 
my  Southern  policy  was  announced  and  before  Order  Number  i 
was  heard  of. 

I  repeat,  no  man  who  favored  the  policy,  except  now  General 
Boynton  is  now  dissatisfied  with  the  Administration  on  account 
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of  it.  I  am  confident  that  General  Boynton  never  expressed 
discontent  with  it,  or  with  Order  Number  i,  until  after  the  re¬ 
fusal  of  a  court  martial  on  his  charges  against  General  Sherman. 
If  he  did,  it  never  reached  me.  And  certainly  for  the  six  months 
next  before  the  Sherman  affair,  General  Boynton  constantly  ex¬ 
pressed  the  warmest  admiration  of  the  conduct  of  the  Admin¬ 
istration,  and  his  ardent  desire  that  I  should  consent  to  be  a 
candidate,  or  at  any  rate  accept  a  nomination  a  second  time. 
I  always  replied  to  him  in  substance  that  if  the  nomination  and 
the  election  and  the  commission  were  offered  to  me,  I  would 
refuse  under  all  circumstances  to  depart  from  my  avowed  pur¬ 
pose  not  to  be  my  own  successor.  In  no  way  could  I  do  the 
country  so  great  a  service  as  by  setting  a  precedent  against  a 
second  term.  Several  Presidents  have  declared  themselves  when 
candidates,  or  when  elected,  opposed  to  a  second  term.  I  shall 
be  the  first  who  has  adhered  to  the  rule  when  the  question  arose 
at  the  end  of  a  first  term. 

If  I  were  to  here  enumerate  the  points  in  which  the  Adminis¬ 
tration  has  been  successful  in  a  marked  degree  I  would  name : 

1.  Judicial  appointments.  Mr.  Justice  Harlan,  Supreme 
Court,  [and  others  named  on  page  467  ante.] 

2.  Foreign  Missions.  Andrtw  D.  White,  [and  others  named 
on  page  467  ante.] 

3.  Cabinet  —  able  gentlemen,  free  from  scandals. 

4.  No  nepotism  in  the  President’s  appointments. 

5.  Good  morals  in  the  White  House. 

6.  Maintaining  the  authority  of  the  President  in  appointments 
against  congressional  dictation,  and  especially  against  Senatorial 
dictation. 

7.  Maintaining  sound  doctrine  in  vetoes  of  bills  designed  to 
coerce  the  Executive. 

8.  Veto  of  Chinese  Bill. 

9.  Veto  of  Silver  Bill. 

10.  Firm  adherence  to  resumption  and  successfully  carrying 
it  out. 

11.  The  Mexican  policy,  securing  peace  and  safety  on  the 
Texas  border. 
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12.  The  true  doctrine  asserted  as  to  European  control  of  an 
Isthmus  canal. 

13.  An  Indian  policy  [of]  justice  and  fidelity  to  engagements, 
and  placing  the  Indians  on  the  footing  of  citizens. 

14.  A  constitutional,  just,  and  liberal  policy  upon  the  South-; 

ern  question.  I 

15.  Non-partisan  appointments  in  greater  number  than  any 
President  since  Washington.  Key  in  the  Cabinet,  a  marshal  for 

;  Georgia,  a  judge  for  District  of  Columbia,  a  commissioner  of 
District  of  Columbia,  members  of  Board  of  Health,  of  Missis¬ 
sippi  River  Commission,  visitors  to  West  Point  and  Annapolis, 
Minister  to  Brazil ;  postmasters,  many,  census  supervisors.  Sev¬ 
eral  hundred  in  all. 

16.  The  prompt  and  firm  suppression  of  the  great  riots  of 
1877. 

17.  Raids  into  the  Indian  Territory  prevented. 

18.  The  true  policy  with  respect  to  Mormonism  and  polygamy. 

19.  The  Administration  has  never  had  a  newspaper  organ  in 
Washington  or  elsewhere.  As  Mr.  Evarts  said:  “The  Adminis¬ 
tration  has  not  been  well  edited.”  This  is  good  as  a  joke,  but 
with  the  newspapers  so  enterprising  and  able  as  they  now  are, 
no  organ  is  wisdom.  It  gives  all  a  fair  chance,  and  gives  the  Ad¬ 
ministration  a  fair  chance  with  all. 

20.  In  fine,  I  have  not  done  as  much  to  improve  the  system 
and  methods  of  the  civil  service  as  I  hoped  and  tried  to  do,  but 
I  have  improved  the  service  in  all  of  its  branches  until  it  is  equal 
to  any  in  the  world  —  equal  to  that  of  any  previous  Administra¬ 
tion.  Look  at  its  purity,  efficiency,  freedom  from  scandals,  and 
decide  as  to  its  merits. 

April  28,  1880. — -  Yesterday  when  we  were  sitting  at  lunch 
a  dispatch  was  handed  to  Lucy  which  she  seemed  to  divine  con¬ 
tained  bad  news.  She  handed  it  across  the  table  to  me,  and  I 
read : 

Minneapolis,  April  27,  1880. 

To  Mrs.  R.  B.  Haves,  Executive  Mansion,  Washington. 

Doctor  had  an  apoplectic  stroke  this  morning.  Unconscious; 
condition  dangerous. 

Annie  M.  Webb. 
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Soon  after,  we  received  a  dispatch  that  the  doctor  died  about 
noon.  Lucy  immediately  made  preparations  to  start  for  Minne¬ 
apolis.  We  sent  dispatches  to  Birchard  at  Toledo  and  Webb 
at  Fremont  and  received  replies.  Hearing  that  the  doctor’s 
remains  would  be  buried  at  Cincinnati,  Lucy  and  Lucy  Cook 
with  our  servant  Isaiah,  about  ten  o’clock  last  night  in  Mr. 
Garrett’s  private  car,  left  for  Cincinnati.  Our  friend  John  W. 
Herron  sent  word  that  he  would  meet  Lucy  at  the  depot  and  take 
her  to  his  home. 

Dr.  Joseph  T.  Webb  has  been  out  of  health  several  years. 
He  was  superintendent  of  Longview  Asylum  about  187 — .  The 
location  was  a  bad  one  being  near  the  canal.  Chills  and  fever 
prevailed.  Doctor  Webb  was  never  rid  of  chills  and  fever  after 
he  left  Longview.  In  addition  to  this  he  had  severe  headaches. 
He  was  of  a  bilious  temperament  and  quite  corpulent.  His 
sudden  death  was  therefore  not  a  surprise  to  us. 

As  a  young  man  he  was  very  fine-looking.  He  weighed  over 
two  hundred  [pounds]  before  he  was  twenty  years  old,  was 
about  six  feet  tall ;  dark  complexion,  fine  large  black  eyes,  or 
dark  hazel,  good  regular  features,  black  hair;  and  was  a  friendly, 
social  man  of  popular  ways.  His  fondness  for  sports  was  a 
noticeable  trait.  He  played  ball,  was  an  excellent  fisherman  and 
horseman.  He  was  a  tender-hearted  and  skilful  physician.  In 
the  army  he  was  an  almost  universal  favorite.  His  laugh  was 
contagious  and  full  of  happy  humor.  I  often  meet  old  comrades 
who  say,  “I  would  give  anything  to  hear  the  doctor’s  laugh.” 
He  occasionally  had  melancholy  spells  but  until  after  the  loss  of 
his  health  they  were  of  short  continuance  and  not  very  frequent. 
After  the  failure  of  his  health,  the  morbid  tendency  of  his  nature 
became  strong,  almost  predominant.  I  sometimes  feared  that 
he  would  become  insane.  There  were  occasional  symptons  of  it. 
He  distrusted  at  times  his  nearest  friends.  Dr.  Comegys,  a 
friend  and  connection,  feared  that  he  might  glide  into  insanity. 
Judge  Matthews  [his  brother-in-law]  felt  the  same  apprehension. 
Some  months  ago  he  wrote  of  his  general  good  health  but  spoke 
of  severe  shooting  pains  in  his  head.  These  no  doubt  were 
symptoms  of  the  apoplexy  which  killed  him.  We  will  remember 
him  as  he  was  until  after  the  war  —  an  affectionate,  warm- 
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hearted,  honest,  and  brave  man,  possessed  of  uncommon  talents 
of  observation,  good  judgment,  and  the  faculty  of  making  those 
around  him  happy  to  a  degree  rarely  met  with. 

He  died  childless,  leaving  his  widow,  Annie  Matthews,  his 
sister  (my  wife),  and  numerous  friends  to  mourn  his  loss.  Age, 
fifty-three  last  January.  Buried  in  Spring  Grove,  Cincinnati. 

April  29,  1880.  —  Mrs.  Sarah  Moody  Kilbourn,  of  Delaware, 
Ohio,  my  cousin,  came  to  visit  us  after  Lucy  had  started  for 
Cincinnati.  I  am  glad  to  have  her  here  during  Lucy’s  absence. 
I  only  regret  that  her  mother,  Aunt  Moody,  did  not  come  with 
her.  Although  in  her  ninetieth  year,  and  somewhat  deaf  from 
age,  she  is  a  most  interesting  person.  She  not  merely  remembers 
well  and  relates  in  an  interesting  way  the  events  of  many  years 
ago,  but  she  also  is  well  informed  and  has  an  accurate  memory 
as  to  current  affairs  in  this  country  and  abroad. 

May  8.  —  I  vetoed  the  Deficiency  Bill  on  account  of  the  per¬ 
manent  legislation  attached  to  it  in  regard  to  the  election  laws. 
It  was  a  measure  of  coercion,  thinly  disguised.  Now  I  anticipate 
the  passage  by  the  Democrats  of  a  bill  to  change  the  mode  of 
appointing  the  deputies  of  elections,  their  number,  etc.,  etc.  I 
can  sign  an  efficient  measure  containing  suitable  provisions,  if 
its  only  object  is  to  secure  non-partisan  deputies. 

May  11,  1880.  —  Walked  with  [William  D.]  Howells  to  the 
new  building  for  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing,  to  the 
new  Museum  building  and  thence  home.  Two  miles  or  more  be¬ 
tween  6  and  7  A.  M.  —  before  breakfast. 

May  17,  1880.  —  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howells  left  us  Thursday  eve¬ 
ning.  We  had  a  delightful  visit  from  them.  Mrs.  Kilbourn  left 
Tuesday.  We  hear  from  Rutherford  at  Santa  Fe.  He  will  re¬ 
turn  to  college  this  week. 

Honorable  Thomas  A.  Osborn,  Minister  to  Chili,  sends  me  by 
his  wife  a  cane  —  the  stick  cut  from  near  the  mouth  of  the  cave 
of  Alexander  Selkirk  in  the  island  of  Juan  Fernandez. 

May  26,  1880.  —  The  magnolia  south  of  the  White  House  had 
its  first  large  white  blossom  this  morning. 
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May  J0j  1880.  —  Yesterday  I  went  in  [a]  special  car  to  Phila¬ 
delphia  to  take  part  in  a  meeting  of  George  G.  Meade  Post, 
Number  1,  G.  A.  R.,  at  the  Academy  of  Music  for  the  purpose 
of  raising  a  fund  for  a  Meade  memorial.  Secretary  of  War 
Ramsay,  General  Devens,  Attorney-General,  General  Bingham, 
Judge  Kelley,  Judge  McCammon,  and  a  Mr.  Russell  constituted 
the  party  in  the  car.  General  Devens  and  I  went  to  the  house  of 
Honorable  Charles  Gibbons.  A  pleasant  dinner  party ;  a  ride  in 
the  noble  park;  and  in  the  evening  General  Chamberlain  made 
the  regular  address.  Rather  didactic  in  the  main,  but  with  noble 
sentiments  and  much  deep  feeling  in  the  closing  paragraphs  about 
the  dead.  I  followed  with  a  short  talk  on  Meade.  Was  ex¬ 
ceedingly  well  received  by  the  fine  audience.  Governor  Hoyt 
presided.  General  Sherman  and  Mr.  Woodford  followed  me. 

June  5,  1880.  Saturday.  —  This  is  the  fourth  day  of  the 
Chicago  convention.  It  is  probable  that  no  nomination  will  be 
made  today.  The  friends  of  Grant  are  apparently  working  for 
delay.  It  now  seems  impossible  to  nominate  Grant.  Blaine’s 
chances  are  good.  It  may  be  Sherman  or  a  fourth  —  either  Ed¬ 
munds  or  Windom.  The  defeat  of  Grant  is  due  to  the  unpopu¬ 
larity  of  the  managers  of  his  canvass  and  of  their  methods.  The 
third  term  and  the  general  lack  of  availability  on  account  of  his 
failure  as  President  are  also  powerful  elements  in  producing  the 
result.  The  immediately  valuable  result  is  the  condemnation  of 
the  machine  as  organized  and  managed  by  Conkling  and  Came¬ 
ron.  The  latter  is  in  all  respects  a  failure  as  a  politician.  The  final 
overthrow  of  the  unit  rule  is  a  solid  achievement.  I  greatly 
regret  that  Grant,  our  first  soldier  and  a  man  of  many  sterling 
qualities,  should  be  so  humiliated  and  degraded  as  he  has  been 
by  his  unprincipled  supporters. 

Let  me  emphasize  in  my  last  message  the  idea  that,  the  Con¬ 
stitution  should  be  so  amended  as  to  lengthen  the  term  of  the 
President  to  six  years,  and  so  as  to  render  him  ineligible  for  a 
second  term. 

June  11,  1880.  —  General  Garfield's  nomination  at  Chicago  was 
the  best  that  was  possible.  It  is  altogether  good.  The  conven¬ 
tion  accomplished  a  great  deal  of  good.  The  defeat  of  the  unit 
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rule  was  an  important  achievement.  [Likewise,]  the  defeat  of 
the  rule-or-ruin  Senators,  who  usurped  the  power  of  the  people ; 
[and]  the  defeat  of  a  third  term  against  so  great  a  chieftain  as 
Grant.  There  is  much  personal  gratification  in  it:  The  defeat 
of  those  who  have  been  bitter  against  me;  the  success  of  one 
who  has  uniformly  been  friendly;  Ohio  to  the  front  also  and 
again;  the  endorsement  of  me  and  my  Administration;  the  en¬ 
dorsement  of  civil  service  reform.  The  sop  thrown  to  Conkling 
in  the  nomination  of  Arthur  only  serves  to  emphasize  the  com¬ 
pleteness  of  his  defeat.  He  was  so  crushed  that  it  was  from 
sheer  sympathy  that  this  bone  was  thrown  to  him. 

But  now,  how  to  win?  The  contest  will  be  close  and  fierce. 
We  may  be  beaten.  Oregon  begins  the  campaign  with  a  good 
first  gun.  We  must  neglect  no  element  of  success.  There  is  a 
great  deal  of  strength  in  Garfield’s  life  and  struggles  as  a  self- 
made  man.  Let  it  be  thoroughly  presented  —  in  facts  and  in¬ 
cidents,  in  poetry  and  tales,  in  pictures,  on  banners,  in  represen¬ 
tations,  in  processions,  in  watchwords  and  nicknames. 

How  from  poverty  and  obscurity,  by  labor  at  all  avocations, 
he  became  a  great  scholar,  a  statesman,  a  major-general,  a  Sen¬ 
ator,  a  Presidential  candidate.  Give  the  amplest  details  —  a 
school-teacher,  a  laborer  on  the  canal,  —  the  name  of  his  boat. 
The  truth  is,  no  man  ever  started  so  low  that  accomplished  so 
much  in  all  our  history.  Not  Franklin  or  Lincoln  even. 

Once  in  about  twenty  years  a  campaign  on  personal  character¬ 
istics  is  in  order.  General  Jackson  in  1820-24  [1824-28],  General 
Harrison  in  1840,  Lincoln  in  i860,  now  Garfield  in  1880.  I  know 
we  can’t  repeat  in  details,  but  in  substance  we  can.  In  this  in¬ 
stance  we  stand  on  the  rock  of  truth.  Such  struggles  with  ad¬ 
verse  circumstances  and  such  success !  The  boy  on  the  tow-path 
has  become  in  truth  the  scholar  and  the  gentleman  by  his  own 
unaided  work.  Pie  is  the  ideal  candidate  because  he  is  the  ideal 
self-made  man.  If  he  were  not  in  public  life  he  would  be  equally 
eminent  as  a  professor  in  a  college,  as  a  lecturer,  as  an  author, 
an  essayist,  or  a  metaphysician.  —  Quote  in  talking  of  him  Buell’s 
article  in  the  Capitol  of  the  13th  of  June. 

June  15,  1880.  —  General  Garfield  returned  from  Ohio  this 
morning  and  spent  several  hours  with  me,  and  took  dinner  with 
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us.  He  is  a  little  hoarse  from  much  talking,  but  is  natural  and 
sensible.  I  told  him  I  thought  the  nomination  would  be  ratified 
at  the  election  with  enthusiasm;  that  his  personal  history  as  an 
ideal  self-made  man  would  be  a  most  popular  feature  of  the  can¬ 
vass.  He  was  anxious  to  know  the  feelings  of  Sherman  as  to 
his  (Garfield’s)  loyalty  to  him.  I  assured,  him  on  this  point  that 
it  was  as  he  would  wish  it  to  be. 

He  told  two  omens.  As  he  entered  the  convention  the  day  of 
his  nomination,  a  man  distributing  leaves  of  the  New  Testament 
handed  him  a  leaf  which  he  (Garfield)  put  in  his  pocket.  Long 
after  the  nomination,  emptying  his  pockets,  the  leaf  was  found. 
The  verse  that  was  apparent  as  it  was  folded  read :  “The  stone 
which  the  builders  rejected,  etc.,  etc.”  At  one  o’clock  P.  M., 
the  hour  of  the  nomination,  an  eagle  lit  on  Garfield’s  house  in 
Washington  and  sat  there  several  minutes  and  was  seen  by 
many  persons. 


[Chicago,  Illinois,  June  15,  1880. 

My  dear  Mr.  President:  —  You  will  expect  a  report  of  the 
National  Convention  from  my  standpoint  You  should  have  had 
it  at  an  earlier  day,  but  for  the  need  I  felt  for  rest. 

The  convention  was  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  ever  held 
in  this  country,  and  during  the  first  four  days  it  seemed  as  if  it 
would  do  for  the  Republican  party  what  the  Charleston  Conven¬ 
tion  did  for  the  Democratic  party.  —  That  danger  was  averted. 
It  was  a  convention  of  surprises  and  disappointments.  —  The 
encouragement  received  on  the  one  hand  from  the  victory  in  be¬ 
half  of  district  representation,  was  offset  by  the  cowardice  and 
infirmity  of  principle  manifested  in  the  nomination  of  Arthur; 
the  delight  one  felt  over  the  defeat  of  the  resolution  introduced 
by  Conkling  for  the  expulsion  of  Campbell  and  others  of  West 
Virginia  was  mitigated  by  the  fact  that  the  right  of  freedom  of 
opinion  (or  private  judgment)  was  not  directly  and  openly 
maintained;  and  the  gratification  over  the  adoption  of  a  civil 
service  resolution  was  lessened  by  the  insincerity  of  members  in 
speaking  against  the  resolution  and  when  brought  to  record 
voting  for  it.  Massachusetts  was  earnestly  for  an  expression  on 
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civil  service;  my  friend  Campbell,  of  West  Virginia,  advocated  it 
on  principle;  and  General  Willard  Warner  notified  the  conven¬ 
tion  that  members,  no  matter  what  their  private  views,  did  not 
dare  to  place  the  Republican  party  in  an  equivocal  position  on 
that  question  before  the  country.  Of  course,  they  did  not,  but 
their  action  was  hollow.  The  very  cowardice  of  these  men  was 
a  high  tribute  to  the  intelligence  of  the  American  voters,  and  a 
recognition  of  the  hold  which  your  Administration  has  on  the 
hearts  of  the  people. 

Conkling’s  spirit  of  revenge  reached  the  Committee  on  Resolu¬ 
tions,  where,  after  discussion,  a  hearty  endorsement  of  the  pres¬ 
ent  Administration  was  voted.  The  malcontents  were  asked 
what  platform,  other  than  the  record  of  your  Administration, 
the  Republican  party  could  safely  make  a  popular  canvass  on 
in  the  present  contest,  and  they  could  answer  nothing.  The 
good  people  in  attendance  on  the  convention  were  very  free  in 
expressing  the  opinion  that  if  the  Republican  convention  were 
wise  it  would  renominate  you,  despite  your  refusal,  and  put  the 
responsibility  of  the  future  welfare  of  the  party  upon  you.  This 
popular  feeling  was  the  most  gratifying  of  anything  that  oc¬ 
curred. 

It  was  in  evidence  that  in  different  sections  of  the  country 
great  frauds  had  been  practiced  —  notably  in  Illinois  and  some 
of  the  Southern  States  —  to  secure  delegates  who  should  vote 
as  the  Senatorial  syndicate  might  dictate.  The  best  interests  of 
the  party  never  entered  into  consideration  in  any  action  of  the 
supporters  of  Grant.  The  promises  made  to  me  in  advance  of  the 
convention  by  some  of  these  leaders,  when  the  time  for  action 
came,  were  disregarded,  and  I  was  convinced  deceit  had  been  in 
their  hearts  from  the  first.  Hence  I  am  brought  to  the  conclusion 
that  there  is  very  little,  if  any,  more  regard  for  morality  among 
the  majority  of  the  political  managers  of  the  Republican  party 
than  among  those  of  the  Democratic  party ;  but  that  in  the  mass 
Republicans  are  better  than  the  leaders,  and  they  can  not  resist 
the  moral  force  back  of  the  party,  which  brings  ever  opportunely 
principles  to  the  front  despite  the  opposition  of  individuals.  In 
this  periodically-recurring  phenomenon  there  is  great  encourage¬ 
ment 
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To  the  accidental  presence  of  Garfield  in  the  convention  is  to 
be  attributed  his  nomination.  Otherwise  the  opposition  to  Grant 
would  have  united  as  readily  on  another.  On  the  morning'  of 
the  8th  [of]  June  the  anti-third-term  opposition  were  dispirited. 
They  had  caucussed  and  conferred  with  each  other  nearly  all 
night  without  being  able  to  agree  upon  any  plan  for  defeating 
the  compact  force  that  followed  the  beck  and  call  of  Conkling 
and  Logan.  They  went  into  the  convention  expecting  the  nomi¬ 
nation  of  Grant  from  a  division  of  their  own  forces  in  which  they 
had  sullenly  determined  to  acquiesce.  The  Grant  people  con¬ 
fidently  expected  to  succeed  early  in  the  day.  They  had  taken 
advantage  of  the  adjournment  over  Sunday  to  canvass  the 
Southern  Sherman  men,  and  they  had  succeeded  in  making  South 
Carolina  practically  solid,  [and]  had  reduced  Sherman’s  vote  in 
Mississippi  to  four ;  while  a  few  scattering  votes,  considered  un¬ 
reliable,  in  the  Northern  States,  were  confirmed  in  their  support 
of  the  ex-President.  They  came  into  the  convention  feeling  sure 
of  a  victory.  Conkling’s  arrogance  had  increased,  if  possible, 
and  he  was  determined  to  ‘  neither  give  nor  receive  quarter.” 

I  ifteen  minutes  before  the  convention  organized,  one  of  the 
New  York  delegates  with  whom  I  have  had  business  relations 
came  to  my  table  [the  Associated  Press  table]  and  said  that  he 
had  just  had  a  conversation  with  Senator  Conkling,  and  that  the 
Senator  said  that  the  nomination  of  Grant  would  be  made  that 
morning ,  that  their  plan  was  to  have  some  of  the  Southern  dele¬ 
gates  vote  on  the  second  ballot  for  Windom  to  keep  the  Minnesota 
delegates  from  going  to  Blaine,  and  that  in  the  break-up  sure  to 
follow  Grant  would  get  enough  Sherman  and  Edmunds  delegates 
to  nominate  him.  He  added,  “You  are  at  liberty  to  anticipate  this 
in  your  reports.”  I  sketched  the  program  rapidly  and  sent  it  to 
Bateman  of  the  Ohio  delegation.  Subsequently  I  saw  Butter- 
worth,  of  Ohio,  and  Chandler,  of  New  Hampshire,  and  informed 
him  [them]  of  the  plan.  The  latter  was  thoroughly  dispirited, 
remarked  that  it  was  dangerous  and  likely  to  succeed.  I  pointed 
out  the  importance  of  having  Minnesota  give  some  of  her  votes  to 
Blaine  on  the  first  ballot.  “They  will  not  do  it,”  he  replied. 
“You  must  compel  them,”  said  I,  and  he  succeeded  in  making  a 
break  there.  Massachusetts  went  to  Sherman  on  that  ballot. 
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Thus  Massachusetts  and  Minnesota  thwarted  the  Conkling  plan 
and  saved  the  party  from  division. 

The  escape  from  the  hates,  the  jealousies,  the  revenges,  etc., 
of  the  syndicate  is  something  to  be  thankful  for.  And  the  en¬ 
dorsement  of  sound  principles  is  also  cause  for  gratulation. 

After  the  convention  had  adjourned  and  the  members  generally 
had  departed,  Governor  Dennison  came  to  me  to  talk  over 
the  events  of  the  week  just  closed.  He  explained  the 
part  taken  by  Ohio  and  defended  his  action  in  pledging  Ohio  to 
Conkling  in  the  Vice-Presidency,  which  bit  of  sentimentality 
gave  Arthur  to  the  party.  I  had  objected  to  Ohio  giving  any 
votes  against  seating  the  contestants  in  Illinois  (whose  claims 
were  based  upon  principle  and  majority  votes),  and  protested 
against  the  support  of  Arthur.  In  this  the  dear  old  governor 
was  against  me  and  now  sought  to  exculpate  himself.  His  ex¬ 
planations  were  not  important,  but  he  said:  “I  wish  you  would 
write  to  the  President  and  assure  him  that  no  disrespect  to  him 
or  his  Administration  was  intended  in  this  support  of  Arthur,  of 
New  York;  that  he  did  not  enter  into  our  thoughts,”  etc. 

Another  illustration  of  how  age  incapacitates  for  action. 

Faithfully  yours, 

William  Henry  Smith.] 

The  President. 


Private. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  June  18,  1880. 

My  dear  S — :  —  I  have  just  read  your  letter  in  the  midst  of 
preparations  to  go  to  Ohio  for  exactly  a  week’s  absence.  It  is 
an  excellent  letter  —  a  wise,  shrewd,  able  letter.  For  a  week  I 
have  had  it  in  mind  to  write  you  briefly  saying,  “I  am  de¬ 
lighted  with  it.  How  do  you  feel?”  Hoar  for  president  [chair¬ 
man  of  the  convention] — the  unit  rule  (the  corner-stone  of 
the  boss  system)  abolished  —  Cameron  crushed  —  the  Adminis¬ 
tration  endorsed  —  civil  service  reform  endorsed  —  the  triumvirs 
beaten  —  the  eager,  self-seeking  candidates  beaten  —  the  office 
seeking  the  man !  What  other  convention  in  all  our  history 
can  show  as  much  good  and  as  little  harm? 
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Of  course  the  final  issue  is  in  doubt,  but  it  is  a  case  full  of 
hope,  and  a  case  for  presenting  a  bold  and  confident  front.  John 
Thompson’s  advice  should  be  our  keynote  in  advising.  The 
country  is  full  of  men  of  no  party  ties.  Garfield  is  the  ideal 
self-made  man.  Nobody  since  Dr.  Franklin  so  completely  the 
work  of  his  own  ambitious  labor.  Clay  and  Lincoln  got  their 
place  by  gifts  direct  from  Heaven.  But  the  full  man,  the  trained 
man,  the  man  equipped  for  achievement,  in  short,  the  man  like 
Garfield,  is  made  by  his  own  perseverance  and  industry.  What 
an  encouragement  to  the  ambitious  young  fellows  of  our  country! 
It  will  surely  tell  in  the  canvass.  If  before  the  day  of  the  Presi¬ 
dential  election  we  can  persuade  the  country  that  Garfield  is 
surely  coming  in,  we  may  carry  several  Southern  States.  What 
a  victory  that  would  be  !  But  — 


Sincerely, 

Honorable  William  Henry  Smith. 


R.  B.  Hayes.* 


June  26,  1880.  Returned  yesterday  from  Ohio.  Lucy  and 
Fanny  spent  the  time  with  Laura  at  Columbus.  I  went  to  the 
commencement  of  Kenyon  College.  Received  warmly  by  all. 
Spoke  easily  and  apparently  acceptably  for  ten  minutes. 

July  5,  1880.  —  The  Fourth  celebrated  today.  The  day  opened 
with  the  firing  of  one  hundred  guns. 

We  returned  from  a  delightful  trip  to  New  Haven  at  10:30 
P.  M.  Saturday.  We  were  received  warmly.  With  Thomas  R. 
1  rowbridge’s  family  Saturday  night,  Sunday,  Monday  and  until 
luesday  afternoon.  A  rare  family  we  found  our  kinsfolks,  the 
Trowbridges.  Several  families  — all  in  business  together  —  the 
business  dating  back  about  two  hundred  and  forty  years,  and  the 

*  Mrs.  Hayes,  sending  a  magnolia  bloom  to  Mrs.  W.  D.  Howells  at  this 
time,  wrote:  The  truth  is  that,  with  the  nomination  being  uppermost 

in  my  thoughts,  I  came  near  letting  the  season  pass.  Bu't  now  that  we  are 
happy  in  the  general’s  [Garfield’s]  nomination,  and  the  escape  from  James 
G  Bflaine],  my  heart  is  light  and  I  feel  almost  ‘transported  to  realms 
above.’ ,  But  seriously,  it  is  a  great  source  of  happiness.  We  know  the 
general’s  honesty  and  sincerity.” 
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present  firm  and  form  of  it  about  eighty  years.  The  older 
brothers,  Thomas,  Henry,  and  Ezekiel,  all  men  of  character,  and 
their  sons  apparently  worthy  of  them,  with  ladies  and  grand¬ 
children  all  that  could  be  desired.  Sunday  attended  church  at 

the  Centre  Congregational.  Mr.  -  preached  a  trial  sermon, 

Dr.  Bacon  after  the  regular  sermon  called  attention  tastefully  to 
my  presence.  After  service  visited  the  crypt  where  are,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  seven  of  my  ancestors,  viz.,  four  named  Trowbridge,  hus¬ 
bands  and  wives,  one  Ezekiel  Hayes,  and  two  (probably)  Rus- 
sells,  and  (perhaps)  Whitings.  This  is  well  kept,  immediately 
under  the  church. 

Monday  we  visited  Branford,  a  fine  farming  town.  We  were 
received  in  the  large  brick  house  built  by  my  great-grandfather, 
Ezekiel  Hayes,  and  saw  the  graveyard  where  are  buried  Rev. 
Samuel  Russell  and  other  ancestors.  A  pleasant  welcome  by  a 

large  number  of  people  at  Mr.  Jones’,  landlord  of  the  - , 

the  old  Hayes  mansion.  Evening  a  reception  at  Trowbridge’s. 

Tuesday  P.  M.  we  went  to  the  quiet  and  admirable  home  and 
family  of  President  Porter.  Attended  Law  School  and  Scientific 
School  Commencement ;  college  ditto  and  alumni  meeting.  Re¬ 
ceived  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws.  I  made  a  successful  little 
speech  which  was  well  applauded  at  the  alumni  meeting.  It 
was  badly  reported. 

[On]  July  2,  dined  on  the  Moselle,  ocean  steamer  of  the 
[North]  German  Lloyd  line,  at  Hoboken.  Captain  and  Mr. 
Schwab  were  specially  interesting.  It  was  all  managed  by 
General  James,  the  postmaster  of  New  York.  [On  the]  3rd, 
breakfasted  at  Manhattan  Beach  with  General  S.  L.  Woodford 
—  the  most  useful,  enjoyable,  and  attractive  watering-place  I 
ever  heard  of. 

Thursday,  July  8,  1880.  Soldiers’  Home.  —  Yesterday  we 
came  out  to  the  Home  bag  and  baggage.  Weather  fine.  This 
morning  I  have  risen  before  6  A.  M.  and  will  begin  my  morning 
walks.  I  weighed  yesterday  one  hundred  and  ninety  pounds. 
Warm  morning  walks  will  take  off  during  this  month  at  least 
five  or  eight  pounds. 

I  walked  this  morning  over  to  the  National  Cemetery  and  east- 
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wardly  until  the  clock  struck  7  A.  M.,  when  I  returned  by  the 
President’s  gate  —  the  gate  kept  by  General  Scott’s  orderly 
sergeant. 

Friday,  July  9,  1880.  —  Last  evening  we  sailed  in  a  steam 
yacht  down  the  Potomac  from  Seventh  Street  Wharf  almost  to 
Fort  Washington-  and  reached  home  about  half  after  nine.  The 
party  consisted  of  General  and  Mrs.  Myer  and  a  young  daughter 
of  nine,  Mr.  Rogers,  Phcebe,  and  Andrews,  and  Lucy,  Ruther¬ 
ford,  and  myself.  We  were  guests  of  General  Myer.  The 
weather  was  favorable.  Rain  threatened  but  none  fell  until 
during  the  night  after  our  return. 

In  my  last  message,  wrhy  not  show  that  the  civil  service  cannot 
be  what  it  should  be  without  legislation  in  aid  of  the  reform  ? 
There  should  be  a  board  or  commission,  to  make  rules  and  to 
investigate  fitness  of  candidates,  charges  against  incumbents, 
and  the  like,  with  power  to  make  the  investigations  thorough. 
There  should  be  legislation  as  to  the  interference  of  Members  of 
Congress  with  appointments. 


Personal. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  July  9,  1880. 
My  dear  General:  —  Mrs.  McLean  has  returned  from  West 
Point  without  seeing  you  about  her  nephew’s  case.  John  C.  Kil- 
breth  is  a  boy  in  whose  welfare  I  feel  a  very  great  interest.  If 
you  can  save  him  from  dismissal  I  hope  you  will  see  that  it  is 
done.  Please  write  me  and  give  me  the  facts. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

General  John  M.  Schofield, 

IV est  Point. 

Private. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  July  10,  1880. 
My  dear  General  :  —  We  spent  our  third  night  at  “the  Home” 
last  night  and  are  tolerably  well  settled.  It  is  not  a  cool  weather 
resort,  but  in  the  absence  of  the  other  members  of  the  Adminis- 
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tration  I  have  managed  to  get  through  July  and  August  there. 
You  know  how  it  is.  Suppose  you  try  it  with  us  a  little  while. 
You  can  stand  it,  and  your  presence  will  be  a  great  gratification 
to  us  all. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

General  M.  F.  Force. 

Private. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  July  io,  1880. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  I  have  your  note  of  the  8th  inst.  Since  re¬ 
ceiving  the  letter  from  you  and  Mr.  Dawson  I  have  given  the 
subject  a  good  deal  of  attention.  It  is  urged  by  those  who  are 
v/ell  informed  and  largely  interested  in  the  pending  political  con¬ 
test  that  the  action  contemplated  would,  however  expedient  for 
your  locality,  be  injurious  to  the  general  cause.  The  change  of 
situation  since  I  saw  Mr.  Bailey  here  may  require  a  postpone¬ 
ment  of  action.  In  this  matter  I  have  no  other  desire  or  purpose 
than  to  do  what  is  best  for  the  cause  throughout  the  country. 
I  shall  be  glad  to  be  fully  advised,  and  now  give  you  this  view 
taken  by  our  friends  here  for  your  consideration. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  H.  Harris. 

P.  S.  —  Another  candidate  has  also  been  presented  in  case  of 
a  change. 


July  11,  1880.  Sunday.  —  In  the  Nation  of  the  8th  there  are 
criticisms  of  my  course  on  the  reform  of  the  civil  service.  Agree¬ 
ing  generally  with  the  Nation  on  this  subject,  I  would  like  to 
make  it  clear  to  all  such  friends  of  the  reform,  that  public  opinion 
and  Congress  must  be  right  on  the  question  before  we  can  have  a 
thorough  and  complete  reform.  The  President  has  neither  time 
nor  authority,  neither  means  nor  men,  to  gather  the  information 
required  to  make  appointments  and  removals.  In  my  last  mes¬ 
sage  I  may  frankly  admit  my  own  shortcomings  (albeit  they  are 
not  what  the  Nation  supposes),  enlarge  on  the  importance  of  the 
39 
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reform,  and  urge  that  my  successors  shall  have,  what  I  have  not 
had,  a  board  of  well  paid,  able  men,  to  supply  the  information 
required  to  ascertain  [the]  qualifications  of  applicants  for  office, 
and  to  furnish  ways  to  examine  as  to  the  conduct  and  qualifica¬ 
tions  of  the  incumbents. 

Monday,  July  12,  1880.  —  Yesterday  General  Casey  and  Mrs. 
Casey  dined  with  us.  After  dinner  a  long  talk  with  the  General 
on  the  Washington  Monument,  which  he  has  charge  of,  the  con¬ 
ditions  and  wants  of  West  Point,  the  retirement  of  old  officers, 
and  other  army  matters.  The  chaplain  at  West  Point  should  be 
retired  and  a  young  and  vigorous  preacher  of  real  character 
should  take  his  place.  A  larger  attention  should  be  given  to 
general  literature.  Our  officers  should  have  higher  resources  for 
happiness  than  are  now  resorted  to  in  the  Western  posts. 

Let  me  try  in  my  annual  message  to  give  a  fair  picture  of  the 
present  condition  of  the  civil  service.  The  party  now  in  power 
has  had  the  offices  of  the  Government  longer  than  any  party 
since  the  introduction  of  the  spoils  doctrine  into  our  system  of 
administering  the  Government  —  since  1829.  The  party  of  Jack- 
son  and  Van  Buren  after  their  Presidential  terms  —  twelve  years 
—  were  succeeded  by  the  party  of  Harrison  and  Tyler  upon 
whose  inauguration  a  general  sweep-out  of  offices  began.  They 
in  turn  were  superseded  by  Polk  in  1845,  after  four  years  of 
power,  and  a  new  set  of  officers  were  brought  in.  After  four 
years  they  in  turn  were  changed  and  the  appointees  of  Taylor 
and  Fillmore  took  the  offices  in  1849  and  held  them  until  dis¬ 
placed  by  Pierce.  For  eight  years  no  general  removal  took 
place.  In  1861  the  appointments  of  Republicans  in  the  place  of 
the  officers  of  Pierce  and  Buchanan  was  begun  by  President 
Lincoln.  Many  changes  were  made  in  1866  and  1877,  but  no 
general  sweep-out  has  occurred  for  twenty  years. 

Let  me  ascertain  the  number  of  office-holders  in  each  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Government,  the  length  of  time  they  have  been  in 
the  public  service,  and  the  general  condition  of  the  service  as  to 
efficiency,  illustrated  by  special  facts,  such  as  the  amount  of 
money  collected  and  disbursed,  the  amount  lost,  etc.,  etc. 

The  points  to  be  considered  are:  —  1.  Appointments;  on  what 
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showing  or  examination  to  be  made.  2.  Removals;  for  what 
causes  and  how  the  facts  are  to  be  shown  or  ascertained.  3. 
Political  action  (conduct)  of  officials.  4.  Assessments,  etc.,  etc. 
5.  Congressional  patronage.  What  it  means.  Its  practical  work¬ 
ing. 

The  President  has  the  authority  to  do  a  great  deal  in  pro¬ 
moting  a  reform  of  the  civil  service.  But  the  great  mass  of 
evils  to  be  dealt  with  require  means,  time,  agents,  the  work  of 
intelligent  and  able  officers,  none  of  which  the  President  has  un¬ 
less  they  are  furnished  by  Congress. 

As  at  present  situated,  the  great  evil  is  congressional  patron¬ 
age.  This  I  have  resisted  as  a  usurpation  of  executive  preroga¬ 
tives,  until  now  few  Congressmen  assert  openly  their  claim  to  it. 
But  they  withhold  from  the  Executive  the  means  to  get  informa¬ 
tion  from  other  sources  than  through  Congressmen. 

My  action  has  been  mainly  directed  to  these  points: —  1.  To 
restore  to  the  Executive  Department  the  appointments  and  re¬ 
movals,  and  to  take  it  [them]  from  Senators  and  Representa¬ 
tives.  2.  To  take  the  office-holders  out  of  political  work.  3. 
To  give  to  men  in  office  security  in  their  tenure  as  long  as  their 
official  and  personal  conduct  are  good.  4.  The  thorough  investi¬ 
gation  of  abuses  and  the  dismissal  and  punishment  of  unworthy 
officers,  without  regard  to  political  influences.  5.  Judicious  ap¬ 
pointments  without  regard  to  “influences.”  6.  To  abolish  the 
practice  of  making  assessments  upon  public  officers  for  political 
or  other  purposes. 

July  13,  1880.  —  This  is  the  anniversary  of  the  adoption  of 
the  “Ordinance  of  1787”  by  the  Congress  of  the  old  Confedera¬ 
tion.  In  the  early  days  of  the  Republican  party,  this  day  was 
always  remembered.  Twenty-five  years  ago,  in  1855,  the  “Anti- 
Nebraska  Convention,”  the  Republican  convention  many  called 
it,  the  fusion  convention  as  it  was  of  antislavery  men,  Know- 
nothings,  etc.,  was  held  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  Salmon  P.  Chase 
was  nominated  for  governor. 

I  have  been  asked  for  my  crest.  In  honor  of  my  ancestors, 
according  to  the  Hayes  traditions,  and  especially  in  honor  of  my 
grandfather,  a  blacksmith,  and  my  great-grandfather,  a  scythe- 
maker,  why  not  say? 
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Crest.  —  A  falcon  displayed  sitting  on  an  anvil;  the  right  side 
of  the  anvil  supported  by  a  scythe  and  the  left  side  by  an  ox- 
yoke.  Motto  (under  the  anvil),  Recte. 

Nothing  is  more  certain  than  this.  The  principles  of  Mr. 
Jenckes  and  Mr.  Eaton  —  in  short,  the  principles  of  a  true  civil 
service  reform  —  cannot  be  carried  out  if  both  houses  of  Con¬ 
gress  are  hostile  to  those  principles.  If  a  decided  majority  in 
each  house  is  opposed  to  the  reform,  it  cannot  be  established.  It 
can  only  be  made  radical,  thorough,  and  complete  by  the  support 
of  a  majority  in  both  the  House  and  Senate.  The  first  great  step 
in  the  reform  is  to  abolish  congressional  patronage ;  to  restore 
to  the  Executive  the  appointing  power  which  has  been  usurped 
by  Congress,  and  especially  by  the  Senate. 

“Experience  has  proved,”  says  General  Garfield,  “that  with 
our  frequent  changes  of  Administration,  no  system  of  reform 
can  be  made  effective  and  permanent  without  the  aid  of  legisla¬ 
tion.  Appointments  to  the  military  and  naval  service  are  so 
regulated  by  law  and  custom  as  to  leave  but  little  ground  for 
complaint.  It  may  not  be  wise  to  make  similar  regulations  by 
law  for  the  civil  service.”  Undoubtedly  General  Garfield  is  right 
in  the  first  part  of  his  statement.  Experience  has  shown  the 
necessity  of  legislation  by  Congress  to  establish  an  effective  and 
permanent  reform  of  the  civil  service.  And  nothing  is  plainer 
than  that  Congress  will  enact  no  useful  legislation  on  the  subject, 
unless  actually  driven  to  it  by  the  force  of  public  opinion,  as 
long  as  the  offices  of  the  Government  are  mainly  under  the  con¬ 
trol  of  Members  of  Congress.  The  offices  are  regarded  as  part 
of  their  perquisites  —  by  far  the  most  important  part,  in  the 
case  of  Senators,  —  of  the  emoluments  of  their  offices.  They 
will  not  voluntarily  give  up  that  part  of  the  compensation  of  their 
offices  which  they  most  highly  prize. 

July  14,  1880.  —  The  end  I  have  chiefly  aimed  at  has  been  to 
break  down  congressional  patronage,  and  especially  Senatorial 
patronage.  The  contest  has  been  a  bitter  one.  It  has  exposed 
me  to  attack,  opposition,  misconstruction,  and  the  actual  hatred 
of  powerful  men.  But  I  have  had  great  success.  No  member 
of  either  house  now  attempts  even  to  dictate  appointments.  My 
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sole  right  to  make  appointments  is  tacitly  conceded.  It  has 
seemed  to  me  that  as  Executive  I  could  advance  the  reform  of 
the  civil  service  in  no  way  so  effectively  as  by  rescuing  the  power 
of  appointing  to  office  from  the  congressional  leaders.  I  began 
with  selecting  a  Cabinet  in  opposition  to  their  wishes,  and  I  have 
gone  on  in  that  path  steadily  until  now  I  am  filling  the  important 
places  of  collector  of  the  port  and  postmaster  at  Philadelphia 
almost  without  a  suggestion  even  from  Senators  or  Representa¬ 
tives!  Is  not  this  a  good  measure  of  success  for  the  Executive 
to  accomplish  almost  absolutely  unaided  in  Congress  ?  Mr.  Ed¬ 
munds,  conspicuously,  Messrs.  Hoar,  Burnside,  Dawes,  Merrill, 
Hill,  of  Colorado,  have  aided  in  the  work,  and  many  other  Sen¬ 
ators  have  in  the  outcome  cheerfully  acquiesced  in  my  course. 
Among  them  are  Kirkwood  and  Plumb,  Baldwin,  Ferry,  Mc¬ 
Millan,  Windom,  Saunders,  Blair,  [and]  Cameron,  of  Wisconsin. 

The  greatest  heat  of  this  summer  in  Washington  was  on  the 
13th  of  July.  About  2  P.  M.,  the  thermometer  at  the  front  win¬ 
dow  near  the  entrance  to  the  East  Room  was  at  98  degrees  in  the 
shade.  In  the  hall,  the  thermometer  at  the  entrance  to  the  Blue 
Room  was  88  degrees. 


Personal. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  July  18,  1880. 

My  dear  General  :  —  I  have  but  very  few  things  to  do  that 
are  either  difficult  or  important.  Approaching  the  last  half  year 
of  my  term,  with  my  successor  already  named,  people  are  more 
solicitous  about  his  purposes  and  views  than  about  mine.  I  did 
not  therefore  write  you  with  any  business  matter  in  my  thoughts. 
But  as  I  get  rid  of  the  cares  and  troubles  which  make  the  in¬ 
cessant  and  almost  intolerable  strain  of  this  place,  I  find  myself 
valuing  more  and  more  friends  and  relationships  which  date 
back.  Knowing  your  attachment  here,  it  struck  me  that  you 
could  be  induced  to  come  East  during  this  or  next  month,  hence 
my  letter. 

There  is  a  matter  which  I  will  mention  in  confidence,  viz., 
whether  to,  and  how  to  reorganize  West  Point.  It  is  not  on  a 
satisfactory  footing  in  several  important  respects.  With  only 
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six  months  left  to  my  Administration,  is  it  worth  while  to  at¬ 
tempt  a  reorganization?  If  so,  who  is  the  man  to  put  at  the 
head  of  it? 

There  is  nothing  else  that  I  now  think  of  that  is  worth  writing 
about.  If  we  were  lazily  riding,  or  gossipping  on  the  piazza,  it 
would  give  me  a  real  satisfaction  to  talk  over  some  interesting 
matters,  in  a  way  that  would,  I  am  sure,  not  be  disagreeable  to 
you.  Our  family  are  all  in  usual  health  and  without  exception 
we  all  look  forward  with  great  comfort  and  satisfaction  to  the 
time  when  we  shall  be  free  again.  The  little  taste  of  liberty 
we  now  have  is  an  appetizer. 

With  kindest  regards  and  best  wishes  to  the  general  and  Mrs. 
Pope, 

Sincerely,  R.  B.  Hayes. 

M.  F.  Force. 


July  ip,  1880.  —  Rogers  returned  from  Atlantic  City  yester¬ 
day.  He  left  his  family  there.  He  says  that  in  an  interview 
Governor  Jewell  is  reported  to  have  said  that  the  President  is 
not  so  decided  in  his  civil  service  leform  views  as  he  was,  and 
that  he,  Jewell,  hoped  for  greater  activity  on  the  part  of  the 
office-holders.  I  do  not  believe  Governor  Jewell  said  this.  Cer¬ 
tainly,  it  is  without  foundation.  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of  talking 
otherwise  than  squarely  and  with  distinctness,  if  I  speak  at  all  on 
any  public  question.  The  politicians  are  often  anxious  to  be 
politic,  to  trim,  to  talk  so  equivocally  as  to  have  the  benefit  of 
opposing  nobody.  This  is  of  course  contemptible,  and  does  not 
usually  avail.  The  man  of  policy  is  pretty  sure  to  be  found  out. 
The  true  course  is  respectful  but  explicit  statements  of  opinion. 
I  think  that  General  Garfield  has  made  a  mistake  in  not  speak¬ 
ing  more  explicitly  on  the  civil  service.  I  do  not  doubt  the 
soundness  of  his  real  opinions  on  the  subject;  but  his  letter  [of 
acceptance]  does  furnish  some  ground  for  doubt  on  that  subject. 

July  20,  1880.  —  Last  night  we  had  the  first  copious  shower 
that  has  fallen  since  we  came  out  to  the  Home  about  two  weeks 
ago.  Soaking  rains  are  much  needed. 


'  JOHN  M.  HARLAN' 

WILLIAM  B.  WOODS  .  '  STANLEY  MATTHEWS 

PRESIDENT  HAYES’S  SUPREME  COURT  APPOINTMENTS 
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The  practical  success  of  this  Administration  in  giving  the 
country  as  good  civil  service,  for  the  time  being,  as  that  possessed 
by  any  country  —  as  that  of  any  previous  Administration  —  is 
due,  mainly:  —  i.  To  the  character  of  the  Cabinet  —  all  men 
of  the  strictest  integrity  and  only  one  of  them  with  political 
ambition;  2.  To  the  fact  that  all  office-holders  soon  were  made 
to  know  that  efficiency  and  honesty  were  their  best  titles  to 
security  in  their  positions,  and  that  if  inefficient  or  dishonest 
their  lack  of  fidelity  would  be  promptly  and  thoroughly  investi¬ 
gated  and  unsparingly  exposed  and  punished.  No  amount  of  in¬ 
fluence  or  political  power  ever  saved  the  unfaithful. 

July  21.  —  Showers  yesterday :  not  copious  here.  Cool 
weather. 

I  think  an  effective  speech  could  be  made  for  Garfield  by 
showing  by  facts  and  figures  how  the  Democratic  party  sanc¬ 
tions  in  both  houses  of  Congress  the  practical  nullification  of  the 
Fifteenth  Amendment.  Let  it  be  calmly  done.  Quote  the  reso¬ 
lutions  of  the  Democratic  National  Conventions  on  the  subject 
—  the  fifth  plank  of  their  last  platform  —  and  then  show  in  de¬ 
tail  what  is  done  in  South  Carolina,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  and 
other  States.  It  could  be  clearly  proved  that  by  a  practical  nulli¬ 
fication  of  the  Fifteenth  Amendment  the  Republicans  have  for 
several  years  been  deprived  of  a  majority  in  both  the  House  and 
Senate.  The  failure  of  the  South  to  faithfully  observe  the 
Fifteenth  Amendment  is  the  cause  of  the  failure  of  all  efforts  to¬ 
wards  complete  pacification.  It  is  on  this  hook  that  the  bloody 
shirt  now  hangs.  This  causes  the  immigrant  to  avoid  the  South. 
Only  one  city,  out  of  the  twenty  which  now  have  a  population 
exceeding  one  hundred  thousand,  is  a  Southern  city!  For  all 
this  the  Democratic  party  of  the  North  is  responsible.  If  they 
would  refuse  to  seat  Southern  Representatives  and  Senators 
whose  seats  have  been  obtained  by  violation  of  the  Constitution, 
the  question  would  be  rightly  settled. 

July  25,  1880.  —  If  I  talk  to  the  soldiers,  why  not  speak  of  the 
fruits  of  their  services  on  the  right  side  of  the  good  cause?  It 
is  now  true  that  this  is  God’s  country,  if  equal  rights,  a  fair  start, 
and  an  equal  chance  in  the  race  of  life  are  everywhere  secured 
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to  all.  If  clouds  cast  their  shadows  on  our  path,  we  are  cheered 
also  by  the  sunlight  of  prosperity.  What  is  our  condition  now? 
The  debt,  failures,  incomes,  employment  for  skilled  and  common 
labor  at  fair  prices  —  a  fair  day’s  wage  for  a  fair  day’s  work. 
What  we  fought  for  was  to  make  us  one  people  —  a  free  people 
with  an  equal  start  and  a  fair  chance  in  the  race. 

Just  in  proportion  as  the  results  and  true  principles  of  that 
combat  have  been  fully  and  cheerfully  accepted,  just  in  that 
proportion  is  our  country  in  its  several  parts  prosperous  and 
happy. 


Private. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  July  28,  1880. 

My  dear  General:  —  I  agree  with  you  about  West  Point. 
\  ou  have  hit  the  nail  on  the  head  in  every  point  you  make.  A 
great  practical  difficutly  remains  —  to  find  the  right  man.  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  what  you  say  of  General  Pope,  in  all  which  I  concur, 
there  is  another.  He  would  not  have  a  fair  chance.  From  the 
start  he  would  be  thwarted  by  the  same  influences  which  brought 
disaster  in  1862.  They  would  be  intensified  and  increased  in 
many  ways.  The  press  in  an  unconscious  wray  is  seeking  to  be¬ 
come  the  government  of  this  country.  But  this  is  leading  me 
away  from  the  question.  Think  of  names.  Terry,  Comstock, 
Abbott,  Park,  etc.,  etc.  You  see  how  little  progress  I  am  making. 
This  is  nothing  new.  In  all  affairs  of  government  the  same 
difficulty  is  met.  Who? 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

General  M.  F.  Force. 

Private. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  August  2,  1880. 

My  dear  Mrs.  McDowell  :  —  Your  letter  to  Lucy  on  the 
temperance  memorial  has  not  been  seen  by  her.  We  prefer  to 
keep  the  matter  from  her  as  much  as  possible.  She  is  troubled 
enough  by  the  unavoidable  publicity  of  her  life.  She  has  not 
decided  anything  about  the  memorial,  nor  had  anything  to  do 
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with  it.  At  the  beginning  of  this  affair,  a  few  gentlemen  of  dis¬ 
cretion  and  experience  —  true  and  trusted  friends — were  con¬ 
sulted.  Two  plans  were  suggested.  The  first  a  memorial  pic¬ 
ture,  and  another  a  fountain.  With  entire  unanimity  the  memorial 
picture  was  preferred.  A  fountain  is  very  expensive  and  if 
cheap  is  apt  to  be  unsightly  and  dirty.  The  first  objection  seemed 
conclusive.  A  picture  can  go  into  every  house,  is  cheap  and 
practicable,  if  anybody  wants  the  thing  done.  But  Lucy  is  not 
to  be  annoyed  about  it.  She  has  done  a  good  temperance  work, 
and  ought  not  to  have  to  decide  the  differences  of  others. 

I  would  not  have  the  picture  in  the  White  House,  but  in  some 
public  hall  or  gallery.  The  important  thing  would  be  the  engrav¬ 
ings  of  it  for  family  use.  We  have  a  number  of  such. 

We  do  not  expect  to  stop  at  all  in  Chicago  on  our  Western 
trip.  We  greatly  enjoyed  the  major’s  short  visit. 

With  best  wishes, 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

P.  S.  —  This  is  for  your  private,  friendly  ear.  We  do  not 
mean  to  have  anything  to  do  with  this  business.  Please  therefore 
return  this  letter  to  me  as  soon  as  you  read  it,  that  I  may  feel 
safe  against  accidents.  —  H. 

Mrs.  M.  M.  McDowell, 

Chicago. 

[The  following  undated  and  unaddressed  memorandum  was 
evidently  written  by  Mr.  Hayes  at  about  the  same  time.] 

The  very  decided  objection  which  Mrs.  Hayes  makes  to  the 
commemoration  memorial,  which  her  temperance  friends  are 
talking  of,  leads  me  to  make  this  suggestion. 

It  has  been  the  custom  to  commemorate  interesting  events  by 
memorial  pictures.  A  successful  painting,  if  engraved  skilfully, 
may  reach  the  eyes  of  thousands  who  would  never  have  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  see  a  monument.  The  life-size  portrait  of  Martha 
Washington,  now  in  the  White  House,  will  be  enjoyed  by  means 
of  photographs  and  engravings  by  multitudes  of  people  in  all 
parts  of  the  country  who  will  never  see  the  painting. 
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My  suggestion  is  that  one  of  the  eminent  artists  of  the  country 
be  employed  to  paint  a  life-size  portrait  of  Mrs.  Hayes.  It  can 
be  placed,  with  a  suitable  inscription  (for  two  hundred  dollars  a 
copy  of  the  painting  could  be  had  equal  to  the  original)  at  her 
birthplace  or  at  the  institution  in  Delaware  or  Cincinnati  where 
she  was  educated,  or  at  some  other  place  which  the  committee 
may  select.  Engravings  and  photographs  will  make  it,  with  its 
memorial  inscription,  familiar  to  all  friends  of  the  cause. 

Has  not  this  suggestion  merit?  Such  a  work  will  be  simple, 
comparatively  very  cheap,  and  not  offensive  to  taste  in  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  most  fastidious  and  diffident.  I  would  cheerfully 
contribute  to  the  fund  necessary  to  accomplish  the  object,  and  I 
hope  Mrs.  Hayes  and  her  friends  will  consent  that  the  portrait 
may  be  painted,  and  that  the  temperance  friends  will  adopt  it  as 
altogether  fitting  and  proper  for  the  purpose  they  have  at  heart. 


August  3,  1880.  —  The  sentence  in  my  inaugural  message  which 
has  been  often  quoted,  viz.,  “He  serves  his  party  best  who  serves 
his  country  best,"  occurred  to  me  as  I  was  walking  east  on  the 
north  side  of  Broad  Street  in  Columbus  with  a  small  party  of 
friends  in  February  1877.  I  was  pondering  the  inaugural  ad¬ 
dress,  and  talking  of  it,  with  (I  think)  Rogers,  Dick  Anderson, 
Denny  Rogers,  and  Mitchell ;  perhaps  also  General  Beatty.  We 
were  going  from  my  residence  to  General  Mitchell’s.  “Serve 
your  party  by  serving  your  country,”  “You  will  serve  your  party 
if  you  serve  your  country,”  “To  serve  one’s  country  is  the  best 
way  to  serve  one’s  party,”  are  among  the  forms  of  statement 
that  occurred  to  me.  The  best  service  of  party  is  service  to 
the  country. 

Thursday,  August  5,  1880.  —  About  7  P.  M.  a  cool  wind  from 
the  west  cleared  up  the  sky.  There  never  was  a  finer  sunset. 
The  sky  and  clouds  were  brilliant  and  beautiful.  Near  the 
western  horizon  the  sky  was  green ;  higher  up,  silver,  gold,  blue, 
and  crimson.  The  freshened  grass  and  foliage  added  to  the 
scene.  Rogers  dined  with  me.  We  visited  Trowbridge  on  B 
Street  Northeast,  near  the  Capitol.  Some  day  there  will  be 
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fine  houses  around  the  Capitol,  east  and  northeast  and  northwest, 
and  they  will  be  the  favorite  sites. 

I  printed  today  my  fifteen-minute  speech  for  the  Ohio  Soldiers’ 
Reunion  at  Columbus  on  the  nth.  Rogers  who  thinks  well  of 
almost  anything  I  do  says,  “It  is  so  good,”  and  repeated  it,  “and 
with  emphasis.” 

My  hobby  more  and  more  is  likely  to  be  common  school  edu¬ 
cation,  or  universal  education. 

August  8,  1880.  —  Yesterday  the  first  stone  was  laid  in  con¬ 
tinuance  of  the  Washington  Monument  —  a  corner-stone  on  the 
northeaast  corner.  Present,  Colonel  Casey,  Captain  Davis,  the 
workmen,  Admiral  Ammen,  and  myself.  I  placed  under  a  half- 
>llar  marked  on  one  side  “R.  B.  H.”  and  on  the  other  “1880.” 
The  marking  was  done  on  the  top  of  the  monument,  and  a 
similarly  marked  piece  I  keep  as  a  token. 


Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  August  8,  1880. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  I  send  you  a  hasty  talk  I  shall  probably  g.  ‘ 
off  at  Columbus.  This  notion,  that  the  way  out  is  universal 
education,  and  that  the  National  Government  must  take  it  in 
hand,  is  one  of  my  hobbies,  for  which  you  are  perhaps  respon¬ 
sible.  I  read  your  great  speech  in  1870,  and  would  now  like  to 
have  a  copy  of  it,  if  you  can  conveniently  spare  it* 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  George  F.  Hoar, 

Worcester ,  Massachusetts. 


August  14,  1880.  —  I  returned  last  night  from  Columbus.  The 
Soldiers’  Reunion  was  very  successful.  The  reporters  speak 

*Mr.  Hoar  wrote  from  Quebec,  August  15:  —  “Mr.  President:  —  I  have 
iead  with  the  greatest  delight  the  speech  which  with  your  letter  has 
been  forwarded  to  me  here.  Nothing  can  be  better  than  its  masterly 
statement  of  the  lessons  drawn  from  the  census ;  and  your  authority 
will,  I  hope,  be  able  to  secure  the  passage  of  some  measure  which  will 
inaugurate  the  policy  of  national  aid  to  education,  before  the  present 
Administration  completes  its  term  of  office.” 
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of  fifteen  thousand  veterans  in  line  and  seventy-five  thousand 
spectators.  Certainly  no  such  numbers  have  assembled  before 
since  the  war  on  such  an  occasion.  Each  regiment  in  the  great 
procession  marched  under  its  own  old  tattered  banners  —  a  very 
affecting  sight.  Great  joy  and  great  enthusiasm.  I  took  on  as 
my  guests  in  my  car  Generals  Sherman,  Upton,  Hazen,  Crane 

(assistant  surgeon  -general),  MacFeely,  - ,  Colonel  Rockwell, 

Major  Nickerson,  and  Lieutenant  Clem.  Colonel  Corbin  was  in 
charge  of  the  party.  All  went  off  well  with  us  and  gloriously 
with  the  grand  reunion.  —  I  had  a  most  enjoyable  visit  with 
my  hosts  —  our  nephew  and  niece,  Doctor  and  Mrs.  Fullerton. 
.  .  .  Altogether  I  find  myself  very  well  satisfied  with  my 

journey.  . 

Suspicions  are  expressed  as  to  the  fidelity  of  the  census 
enumerators  in  Southern  States,  especially  in  South  Carolina. 
It  must  be  thoroughly  examined.  Doubtless  the  natural  increase 
in  the  South  is  large.  Where  the  modes  of  living  are  inexpen¬ 
sive,  land  plenty  and  cheap,  and  population  sparse,  the  natural 
increase  is  always  large. 

Sunday,  August  15,  1880.  Soldiers?  Home,  near  Washington. 
—  We  start  for  Ohio  in  less  than  two  weeks  and  for  the  Pacific 
Coast  the  second  of  September,  or  rather  the  evening  of  the 
first  from  Canton.  The  preparations  for  so  long  a  journey  and 
absence  from  the  capital  will  keep  me  very  busy  the  rest  of  the 
summer. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  August  16,  1880. 

Dear  Sir:  — At  the  great  reunion  of  the  Ohio  soldiers  last 
week  I  tried  to  show  that  to  complete  the  victory  gained  by  the 
Union  arms  it  was  necessary  that  the  means  of  education  should 
be  amply  provided  for  all  parts  of  our  country.  Wherever  uni¬ 
versal  education  prevails  in  the  United  States,  the  results  of  the 
war  are  cheerfully  accepted  and  the  constitutional  amendments 
embodying  those  results  are  inviolable.  Ignorance  is  the  enemy 
most  to  be  dreaded  by  the  friends  of  free  government.  Ignorant 
voters  are  powder  and  ball  for  the  demagogues.  The  right  to 
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vote  will  lose  its  value  in  our  country  if  ignorance  is  permitted 
permanently  to  prevail  in  any  considerable  portion  of  it.  The 
schoolmaster  alone  can  abolish  the  evils  which  slavery  has  left 
in  the  South.  Universal  education  is  the  only  safe  foundation 
for  universal  suffrage.  Men  cannot  be  fitted  for  the  duties  of 
citizenship  in  a  republic  without  free  schools.  Jefferson  said : 
“Without  education  universal  suffrage  will  be  a  farce  or  a  trag¬ 
edy,  and  perhaps  both.”  In  too  many  instances  elections  are 
already  the  farce  he  predicted. 

Let  us  hasten  to  provide  for  all  our  countrymen  the  means  of 
instruction,  that  we  may  escape  the  tragedy  which  Jefferson 
predicted. 

[Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes.] 

[ Unidentified .] 

Private  and  confidential. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  August  16,  1880. 

My  dear  Major:  —  I  want  to  use  as  an  illustration,  if  it  is 
true,  the  following,  viz. :  In  one  of  the  years  when  wheat  failed 
in  Ohio  and  the  East,  a  cargo  of  wheat  was  sent  from  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  to  Liverpool.  There  it  was  bought  by  .  an  American  and 
shipped  to  New  York.  A  miller  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  bought  one 
thousand  bushels  of  it,  shipped  it  by  rail  to  Dayton  and  there 
ground  it.  Is  this  true?  Who  was  the  miller?  It  may  have 
been  before  the  war  —  perhaps  thirty  years  ago. 

With  best  wishes. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Major  W.  D.  Bickham, 

Dayton. 


August  ip,  1880.  —  One  week  from  today,  Thursday,  we  ex¬ 
pect  to  start  for  Ohio  and  thence  on  our  tour  to  the  Pacific 
Coast.  When  I  meet  assemblages  of  citizens,  of  necessity  I  must 
talk  to  them.  Brief  as  these  conversations  must  be,  I  ought  to  be 
in  some  measure  prepared  for  them.  As  I  now  see  it,  congratu- 
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lations  on  the  condition  and  prospects  of  our  country  will  al¬ 
most  always  be  appropriate.  In  order  to  make  them  of  some  in¬ 
terest,  let  me  gather  facts  as  to  restored  union,  sound  financial 
condition,  increase  of  exports  of  agricultural  and  manufacturing 
products,  balance  of  trade,  and  the  like.  In  order  to  make  the 
talks  practically  useful,  not  merely  vain  boasting,  let  me  trace 
the  favorable  conditions  to  the  adoption  of  sound  principles  and 
warn  the  people  of  some  of  the  evils  existing  which  threaten  our 
future,  such  as  clipped  silver  dollars,  unredeemed  government 
paper,  a  redundant  currency,  popular  illiteracy,  sectional  and 
race  prejudices,  etc.,  etc. 


Private. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  August  19,  1880. 

My  dear  S — :  —  I  shall  not  probably  attempt  to  prepare  any 
speeches  of  importance  this  fall.  If  I  do  I  will  try  to  get  them 
to  you  as  you  suggest.  The  Columbus  affair  went  off  well,  so 
far  as  I  could  see. 

I  will  be  at  Canton,  Twenty-third  Reunion,  September  1.  May 
possibly  write  something.  I  have  not  yet  done  anything  of  the 
sort  reported. 

Yes,  the  letter  [of  acceptance  (Garfield’s)]  was  not  strong. 
But  his  speeches,  etc.,  etc.,  are  good  and  wre  must  bring  to  the 
front  his  record.  He  is  gaining  daily,  as  I  see  it.  The  tide  is 
favorable,  or  I  am  much  mistaken. 

We  go  hence  to  Fremont  the  26th  instant, to  Canton  the  31st. 
Thence  via  Chicago  to  Omaha,  Cheyenne,  etc.,  without  stop  until 
we  reach  Salt  Lake  City.  —  Very  dull  here. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

William  Henry  Smith, 

Associated  Press,  Chicago. 


August  24,  1880.  —  We  are  preparing  for  our  long  absence. 
We  go  Thursday,  [the]  26th,  to  Fremont;  on  Wednesday  [fol¬ 
lowing]  to  the  Twenty-third  [Regiment]  Reunion  at  Canton  on 
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the  first  [of]  September.  That  night  after  the  reception  we  go 
on  to  our  cars  and  start  on  the  tour  to  the  Pacific  Coast.  1  pre¬ 
pare  one  speech  on  national  aid  to  education  —  to  the  education 
of  the  colored  and  other  illiterates  of  the  South. 

When  strangers  meet  in  mixed  assemblages  their  talk  is  about 
the  weather,  their  health,  the  crops,  the  condition  and  prospects 
of  business,  and  the  current  news,  foreign  and  domestic.  It  is 
only  after  they  are  more  intimately  acquainted  that  in  mixed 
companies  they  talk  of  religion  and  politics.  For  my  general 
talks  on  miscellaneous  occasions  this  usage  must  govern.  All 
of  my  audiences  must  of  necessity  contain  men  of  different 
creeds  and  parties. 


Soldiers'  Home,  Washington,  August  24,  1880. 

Dear  Sir:  —  General  Garfield  said  in  New  York:  —  “These 
veterans  of  the  war  meet  tonight  to  stand  guard  around  the 
sacred  truths  for  which  wre  fought.” 

The  truths  for  which  we  fought  were  national  unity,  the  su¬ 
premacy  of  the  National  Government,  and  the  equal  rights  of  all 
men  before  the  law. 

dhe  perpetuity  of  the  Union  is  established.  The  supremacy 
of  the  National  Government,  although  still  doubted  by  many  and 
denied  in  some  influential  quarters,  has  been  so  fully  sustained 
by  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  masterly  opinions,  recently  delivered 
in  relation  to  the  new  constitutional  amendments  and  the  validity 
of  the  federal  election  laws,  that  hereafter  we  may  confidently 
expect,  in  every  conflict  between  state  laws  and  the  constitutional 
laws  of  the  United  States,  that  the  latter  will  be  held  by  the  gen¬ 
eral  consent  of  the  country  to  be  of  paramount  authority  and 
obligation ;  and  that  the  right  of  final  decision  as  to  the  constitu¬ 
tionality  of  the  laws  of  Congress  resides  in  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States  will  also  be  generally  accepted  as  the  true 
doctrine. 

It  cannot,  however,  be  gainsaid  that  there  is  still  in  our  country 
a  dangerous  practical  denial  of  the  equal  rights  with  respect  to 
voting  secured  to  colored  citizens  by  the  Fifteenth  Amendment 
to  the  Constitution.  One  of  the  cogent  arguments  in  favor  of 
extending  the  right  of  suffrage  to  the  freedmen  was  that  it 
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would  furnish  them  with  the  means  of  self-protection.  It  was 
hoped  and  believed  that  with  the  right  to  vote  they  could  assert 
and  maintain  all  of  their  other  rights.  It  has  been  found,  how¬ 
ever,  that  the  ballot,  like  every  other  weapon  of  human  contriv¬ 
ance,  to  be  effective,  must  be  wielded  by  the  skill  and  intelligence 
which  training  and  education  alone  can  give.  To  guard  the 
sacred  truth  of  equal  rights  we  must  go  one  step  further.  We 
should  furnish  to  all  our  countrymen  the  means  for  that  in¬ 
struction  and  knowledge  without  which  wise  and  honest  self- 
government  is  impossible. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes 

Mr.  Frank  Hatton, 

Burlington,  Iowa. 


Fremont,  August  28,  1880.  — We  reached  here  last  night  at  8 
P-  M.  twenty-two  and  one-half  hours  from  Washington  —  in 
the  new  car  of  Mr.  Pugh,  superintendent  of  inspection  of  [the] 
Pennsylvania  Railroad.  We  brought  my  old  friend  Trowbridge 
sick  (sciatica  or  Bright’s  disease),  Commissioner  of  Indian  Af¬ 
fairs,  and  Mr.  Jamison,  of  railway  mail  service,  with  Fan, 
Scott,  and  the  colored  servants,  Winnie  and  Scott.  At  several 
points  in  Ohio,  although  all  my  movements  were  kept  private, 
we  were  met  by  good  crowds  who  cheered  us  heartily.  I  was 
pleased  when  cheers  were  heartily  given  on  a  call  of  “Three 
cheers  for  the  model  President.”  We  got  home  after  dark. 
Rud  had  the  house  in  as  good  case  as  could  be  in  view  of  the 
improvements.*  They  strike  us  both  well,  particularly  the  ex¬ 
ternal  appearance,  the  porch,  and  the  rooms  in  the  bay-window 
addition  on  the  south  side. 

Lucy  is  forty-nine  today.  I  never  loved  her  so  much  as  now. 

Fremont,  August  30,  1880.  —  We  attended  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church.  Mr.  Wilson,  in  tender  sweet  tones  and  words, 
portrayed  the  consolations  of  the  Christian  in  time  of  affliction' 
Text  was  a  comparison  of  the  Christian  to  the  palm-tree  and  the 
cedar  of  Lebanon. 

*  A  large  addition  to  the  house  was  under  construction. 
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My  old  friend,  William  Henry  Smith,  came  from  Chicago  and 
spent  several  hours  with  me  returning  last  night.  He  gave  me 
the  inside  history  of  the  Chicago  convention  and  of  many  other 
political  movements.  On  the  whole,  nothing  unpleasant  for  me 
to  hear. 

White  House,  Sunday,  November  /,  1880 .  —  We  left  Wash¬ 
ington  on  the  Pacific  tour  Thursday  evening,  August  26,  and  re¬ 
turned  Saturday  morning,  November  6,  after  an  absence  of 
seventy-one  days.  Our  trip  was  most  fortunate  in  all  of  its  cir¬ 
cumstances.  Superb  weather,  good  health,  and  no  accidents.  A 
most  gratifying  reception  greeted  us  everywhere  from  the  people 
and  from  noted  and  interesting  individuals.  I  must  not  forget 
to  make  acknowledgements.  . 


Personal. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  November  13,  1880. 

My  dear  S — :  —  Nothing  has  been  done,  or  thought  of,  about 
the  distribution  of  advance  copies  of  the  message.  Reports  are 
not  yet  before  me.  It  will  hardly  be  ready  until  a  day  or  two  be¬ 
fore  it  is  to  be  delivered.  Possibly  no  advance  copies  can  be  sent 
out.  If  you  can  come  here  you  could  do  as  you  think  best.  Why 
not  come  ? 

I  am  not  to  be  thought  of  for  Senator  or  anything  else.* 
Please  help  me  out  of  it  when  you  have  a  chance.  Sherman  is 
the  man. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

William  Henry  Smith. 

♦Mr.  Smith  had  written:  — “I  observe  that  our  newspaper  friends  are 
fixing  your  status  for  the  future,  and  that  you  are  to  be  a  United 
States  Senator.  One  crusty  fellow  will  not  have  it  so,  and  says  that 
you  refused  to  contribute  to  the  campaign  fund  or  to  help  Garfield  in 
any  way  — went  off  to  the  Pacific,  etc.,  etc.  There  are  others,  among 
them  the  Tribune  of  Chicago,  who  say  that  you  saved  the  Republican 
party  from  destruction,  planted  it  upon  the  solid  rock  of  good  govern¬ 
ment,  and  made  it  possible  to  elect  Garfield  in  1880.  This  your  friends 
know  to  be  the  exact  truth,  and  they  rest  content  in  the  assurance  that 
when  the  history  of  1876-1880  is  written  that  truth  will  be  plain  and 
unmistakable.” 

40 
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[Worcester,  November  20,  1880. 

Sir:  —  I  enclose  an  extract  from  the  proceedings  of  a  meet¬ 
ing  held  in  this  city  on  Friday.  I  feel  profound  anxiety  that  the 
order  for  redressing  this  wrong  should  come  from  you,  not  from 
a  Senator  or  from  Congress.  Your  Administration  is  to  take 
its  place  in  history  as  the  purest  and  freest  from  stain  since  the 
inauguration  of  Washington,  without  any  exception  whatever, 
unless  this  removal  of  the  Poncas,  or  the  failure  as  far  as  may 
be  to  redress  it,  be  partly  laid  to  its  charge.  The  country  will 
be  satisfied  with  your  personal  decision  of  this  matter,  on  per¬ 
sonal  examination.  It  will  be  contented  with  that  of  no  lesser 
authority. 

I  am  yours,  with  the  highest  respect, 

George  F.  Hoar.] 

The  President. 

Private  and  Confidential. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  November  24,  1880. 

My  dear  Sir  :  —  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  20th.  As 
soon  as  practicable  I  will  give  the  matter  attention,  and  will  be 
glad  to  confer  with  you  when  you  return.  I  suppose  General 
Schurz  has  been  most  shamef  ully  treated  in  this  affair,  but  I  may 
be  mistaken.  I  will  look  into  it  carefully. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  George  F.  Hoar. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  November  27,  1880. 

Dear  Sir:  —  Touching  your  letter  of  the  24th  instant,  while 
I  am  confident  that  there  is  no  foundation  for  your  apprehensions 
of  wrong-doing  to  the  Poncas  in  case  they  visit  the  Interior  De¬ 
partment  next  month,  I  will  nevertheless  give  heed  to  your  cau¬ 
tion  and  see  that  nothing  unfair  or  inconsiderate  is  done. 

As  this  is  the  first  time  that  you  have  called  my  attention  to  the 
subject,  I  would  be  glad  to  know  what  you  would  advise. 

Sincerely, 

Honorable  H.  L.  Dawes. 


R.  B.  Hayes. 
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Sunday,  November  28,  1880.  —  General  Schenck  is  slowly  re¬ 
covering  from  his  long  illness.  He  is  now  able  to  walk  about  the 
city.  He  called  with  his  lovely  niece,  Miss  Irwin,  yesterday.  He 
told  an  interesting  anecdote  of  Lincoln.  Having  an  appointment 
to  meet  the  President  with  a  friend  whose  business  he  (General 
Schenck)  was  to  present,  they  found  the  President  absent  at  the 
War  Department.  On  his  return  he  seemed  greatly  agitated  and 
in  a  morose  and  hurried  way,  as  if  he  had  forgotten  the  appoint¬ 
ment  to  meet  them,  he  began  to  cross-examine  General  Schenck 
as  to  his  business,  why  he  came,  etc.,  etc.  Soon,  seeming  to 
notice  that  General  Schenck  was  surprised  and  hurt  by  his  man¬ 
ner,  Mr.  Lincoln  took  General  Schenck  by  the  arm  and  led  him 
into  another  room  and  said :  “I  ask  your  pardon,  General 
Schenck,  I  have  been  rude  to  you.  You  must  forgive  me.  I 
couldn’t  help  it.  I  am  in  great  distress.  If  hell  is  a  worse 
[place]  than  this  place  has  been  for  the  last  year,  I  can’t  help 
sympathizing  with  the  Devil.  We  have  just  heard  that  Hooker, 
notwithstanding  we  telegraphed  him  repeatedly  to  hold  his  posi¬ 
tion,  has  recrossed  the  river,  and  a  great  disaster  has  befallen 
our  troops.” 

Mr.  John  B.  Alley  called  yesterday.  It  is  the  first  time  I  have 
seen  him  since  his  accident.  He  says  he  “loves  and  admires  Gen¬ 
eral  Garfield.  But  General  Garfield  did  wrong  when  he  denied 
the  truth  of  Oakes  Ames’  testimony  in  the  Credit  Mobilier  af¬ 
fair.” 

Mr.  Alley  also  said  that  Mr.  Charles  Francis  Adams  said  that 
his  father,  John  Quincy  Adams,  habitually  spoke  of  his  Presi¬ 
dential  term  as  the  unhappiest  four  years  of  his  life. 


Private. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  November  29,  1880. 

My  dear  General  :  —  I  hasten  to  say  that  no  such  action  as 
the  one  you  refer  to  is  possible  in  my  time.  General  Pope,  I  have 
supposed,  felt  aggrieved  and  lost  confidence  in  my  friendship, 
because  of  what  I  thought  ought  to  be  done  in  the  [Fitz-John] 
Porter  case.  But  he  is  altogether  mistaken.  I  should  promote 
him  if  a  chance  offers,  and  would  be  glad  to  do  it.  I  would  do 
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nothing  to  wound  him,  but  on  the  contrary  would  be  glad  to 
gratify  him. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

General  M.  F.  Force. 

Private  Washington,  November  29,  1880. 

My  dear  General:  —  It  strikes  me  that  Horace  Davis  would 
represent  well  the  Pacific  Coast  in  your  Cabinet  as  Secretary 
of  Interior.  A  good  business  man  —  sincere,  upright,  sound,  of 
good  temper,  position,  etc.  I  send  a  letter  of  Webb’s,  which 
please  return.  He  is  level-headed  and  has  known  all  these  men. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

P.  S.  —  I  only  write  in  the  hope  to  help  —  not  to  add  to  your 
perplexities. 

General  Garfield. 


December  1.  —  Attended  at  Easton  yesterday  reopening  of 
Pardee  Hall  of  Lafayette  College.  Dined  with  Saint  Andrew’s 
Society,  Philadelphia,  until  midnight.  A  busy  and  delightful 
tour. 

December  4,  1880.  —  Dined  last  evening  at  Mr.  Evarts’  with 
the  members  of  the  Cabinet.  Mr.  Maynard,  the  Postmaster-Gen¬ 
eral,  was  absent.  Mr.  [John]  Hay,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State, 
was  also  present.  Mr.  Hay  tells  anecdotes  capitally.  He  is 
timely  and  apt  in  using  them  and  his  fund  is  prodigious.  Colonel 
Thompson  said  a  Baptist  minister,  at  the  head  of  a  bureau,  al¬ 
lowed  the  first  extra  compensation  for  carrying  the  mail  to 
Honorable  William  Smith  of  Virginia,  who  was  after  that  known 
as  “Extra  Billy  Smith.”  The  same  Brown  (Baptist  preacher) 
wrote  Colonel  R.  M.  Johnson’s  famous  report  on  Sunday  mails. 

I  am  to  go  to  the  New  England  dinner  in  Brooklyn  December 
21.  Why  not  say  that  the  best  New  England  idea  in  the  present 
condition  of  suffrage  and  citizenship  is  that  which  requires  Gov- 
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ernment  to  furnish  all  of  the  young  sufficient  instruction  to 
enable  them  to  be  good  citizens?  The  schoolmaster  is  as  essential 
in  a  republic  to  its  safety  and  good  government  as  a  legislator,  a 
judge,  a  soldier,  or  a  sheriff. 

December  8,  1880.  —  A  great  and  grievous  wrong  has  been 
done  to  the  Poncas.  Mr.  Dawes  thinks  that  Mr.  Schurz  is 
chiefly  to  blame  for  the  wrong,  and  for  the  fact  that  no  decisive 
steps  have  been  taken  for  its  redress.  Mr.  Schurz  thinks  that 
Congress  is  chiefly  to  blame  in  the  premises  and  in  particular  that 
Mr.  Dawes  is  himself  more  in  fault  than  the  Interior  Department. 

Let  me  look  into  this.  Certainly,  if  Mr.  Dawes  thought  Mr. 
Schurz  was  so  greatly  to  blame,  he  should  have  called  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  President  to  the  neglect  or  offense  of  the  Interior  De¬ 
partment.  He  was  friendly  to  the  Administration.  He  often 
brought  matters  of  smaller  importance  to  the  President’s  atten¬ 
tion  ;  but  this  affair  he  never  mentioned  to  President  Hayes  until 
in  December,  1880,  after  the  Worcester  meeting.  (Get  all  the 
Globes  —  the  Records  since  December  1,  1876;  also  the  reports 
of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  for  the  last  four  years.)* 

The  New  England  idea  is  universal  education.  Let  it  not  be 
confined  to  any  one  State  or  section.  Let  it  be  the  national  idea 
and  be  embodied  in  the  legislation  and  institutions  of  the  whole 
nation.  Liberal  education  will  follow  free-school  education  as 
surely  as  the  light  of  day  comes  with  the  sun. 

♦After  thorough  investigation  the  President  on  February  1,  1881,  sent 
a  special  message  to  Congress  giving  a  careful  history  of  the  case  and 
recommending  remedial  measures  which  Congress  was  prompt  to  enact. 
At  the  same  time,  the  President  set  forth  anew'  the  liberal  principles 
which  he  thought  should  control  the  future  dealings  of  the  Government 
with  the  Indians.  Senator  Dawes  at  once  wrote  the  President:  —  “Will 
you  permit  me  to  express  to  you  personally,  what  I  shall  embrace  the 
hrst  opportunity  to  say  publicly  in  the  Senate,  my  great  gratification 
in  the  Ponca  message  just  read  to  the  Senate.  Every  word  of  it  meets 
my  hearty  commendation,  and  is  worthy  of  your  high  office  and  high 
character.  In  my  opinion  it  will  pass  into  history  as  a  great  state 
paper,  marking  an  epoch  in  our  dealings  with  the  weak  and  defenseless 
more  conspicuous  and  grand  than  any  other  public  expression  from  the 
head  of  the  nation  for  many  years.  It  gives  me  more  than  ordinary 
pleasure  to  say  this  much  to  you.” 
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When  it  was  announced  that  an  unknown  and  commonplace 
person  had  been  appointed  to  an  important  office,  Talleyrand  said  : 

To  have  done  and  to  have  said  nothing  is,  I  know,  a  tremendous 
power,  but  it  ought  not  to  be  abused.”  This  is  a  favorite  anec¬ 
dote  of  Mr.  Evarts. 

December  14,  1880.  —  The  Vice-President  says :  —  “If  Garfield 
fails  to  appoint  Sherman  to  the  Treasury,  it  will  be  regarded  as 
a  weak  yielding  to  Conkling,  as  ungenerous  to  Sherman,  and  as  a 
disregard  of  the  wishes  and  interests  of  the  country.  This  is  the 
opinion  of  every  man  I  have  talked  with.  If  he  will  be  President, 
all  will  be  well ;  but  if  he  merely  does  what  Conkling  wants,  he 
will  be  a  failure.  I  have  said  forty  times  if  he  had  one-tenth 
of  your  amiable  obstinacy  and  independence,  he  would  be  a  great 
success.  All  he  needs  to  do  is  to  be  firm  in  the  right  and  he  will 
have  the  whole  people  at  his  back.” 

The  Senate  yesterday  passed  a  bill  in  relation  to  Fitz-John 
Porter.  It  is  far  less  objectionable  than  any  bill  heretofore  of¬ 
fered.  Mr.  Dawes,  Republican,  offered  the  amendment,  which 
was  accepted  by  Governor  Randolph.  But  on  the  final  vote  Judge 
Davis  and  all  [the]  Republicans  voted  no.  It  probably  presents 
again  the  old  questions  :  —  1.  The  power  of  Congress  to  set  aside 
or  disregard  a  court  martial.  2.  The  merits  of  the  case.  The 
former  bill  was  extraordinary.  It  was  a  bill  to  honor  Porter. 
This  is  not  that.  Is  it  simply  to  do  him  justice,  or  is  it  clemency? 
I  am  not  averse  to  clemency.  But  on  the  merits,  as  I  now  see  the 
case,  Porter  has  no  claims. 

December  15,  1880.  —  With  General  Crook  walked  to  the  top 
of  the  Washington  Monument. 

We  dine  General  and  Mrs.  Grant  and  thirty-four  others,  mostly 
noted  people,  tonight.  Lucy  is  well  enough  in  all  respects  in  the 
duties  of  a  state  dinner,  but  she  feels  unequal  to  them,  and  there¬ 
fore  hates  state  dinners. 

[December]  16.  —  The  dinner  passed  off  in  good  style.  The 
floral  decorations  of  the  table  were  very  fine. 
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Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  December  16,  1880. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  I  find  that  our  arrangements  with  reference 
to  the  Ponca  investigation  will  perhaps  require  modification  by 
reason  of  the  fact  that  I  can’t  provide  for  the  expenses  of  any 
one  who  is  not  either  in  the  army  or  in  the  Interior  Department. 
I  therefore  suggest  that  I  name  General  Crook  in  the  place  of 
Colonel  Moneypenny,  and  Mr.  William  Stickney,  or  some  other 
member  of  the  Indian  Board.  Of  course  I  will  name  no  one 
not  approved  by  you  and  the  Boston  committee.  This  will  place 
on  the  Ponca  Commission  two  named  by  me,  and  the  Boston  com¬ 
mittee’s  nominations  of  two  or  three  others  will  suit  me  with  this 
understanding,  that  I  will  furnish  funds  for  the  persons  named  by 
me,  and  the  Boston  committee  must  provide  for  the  expenses  of 
those  named  by  them.  As  the  President,  my  only  wish  in  the 
affair  is  that  the  investigation  may  be  thorough  and  fair,  to  the 
end  that  complete  justice  may  be  done  to  the  Poncas  for  the 
wrongs  they  have  suffered,  preferring  rather  to  go  beyond  than 
to  fall  behind  full  redress. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

P.  S.  —  A  man  fit  to  be  President  is  fit  to  be  trusted  with  a 
contingent  fund.  With  ten  thousand  dollars  each  year  I  could 
have  done  a  great  deal  of  good.  Let  President  Garfield  have  a 
contingent  fund.  —  H. 

Honorable  George  F.  Hoar. 


[December]  ij.  —  Dined  last  evening  with  General  Grant  and 
others  at  Mr.  John  B.  Alley’s.  General  Grant  was  interesting 
and  talkative.  Senator  Edmunds  tells  good  anecdotes,  and  is 
both  witty  and  humorous  —  a  rare  combination. 

Christmas,  1880.  —  As  usual  the  gifts  were  collected  in  one 
room  (in  this  case  the  red  chamber),  and  the  children,  servants, 
and  friends  in  another  (the  library),  and  on  the  ringing  of  a 
bell  at  the  door  Scott  and  Fan  ran  and  brought  a  single  article 
well  concealed  by  wrappings  to  me.  After  some  delays  and 
4  2 
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guesses  it  is  found  whose  gift  it  is.  All  got  something,  Scott 
and  Fanny  many  things.  All  at  least  a  five-dollar  gold-piece. 

My  visit  to  Brooklyn,  on  the  occasion  of  the  New  England 
dinner,  at  Mr.  A.  A.  Low’s  was  a  most  happy  one.  I  got  off  a 
satisfactory  short  speech  that  was  well  received  on  “New  Eng¬ 
land  Ideas.” 

December  26.  —  If  I  speak  on  leaving  here  to  friends,  I  may 
perhaps  at  Columbus  enumerate  the  things  done  or  acted  upon 
during  my  term  —  not  to  discuss  or  boast  of  them  but  merely  to 
name  them.  I  may  speak  of  returning  to  private  life  as  Wash¬ 
ington  and  Jefferson  did ;  not  to  shirk  the  duties  of  a  citizen,  but 
not  expecting  or  seeking  again  to  fill  conspicuous  offices  —  offices 
provoking  competitions  —  but  ready  to  do  what  I  may  in  private 
life  or  in  humble  stations,  or  if  generally  called  to  higher  duties. 

How  will  you  pass  time?  Or,  that  other  unwarrantable  phrase, 
“How  will  you  kill  time”?  A  man  with  proper  notions  and 
training,  with  books  and  grounds  and  neighbors,  and  with  the 
interests  that  are  crowding  around  all  who  have  a  sense  of  dyty  to 
their  fellow  men,  will  have  more  trouble  to  find  time  for  his  work 
than  to  find  work  to  occupy  all  the  time  at  his  command. 


Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  January  1,  1881. 

My  dear  Guy  :  —  I  write  you  this  before  breakfast  —  my  first 
of  the  New  Year — to  say  “a  happy  New  Year  to  you.”  It 
finds  us  all  well,  and  with  hopes  and  condition  that  make  grati¬ 
tude  a  duty. 

I  have  no  doubt  I  can  arrange  to  secure  Austin  Bryan  his  place. 
I  shall  certainly  try  to  do  so,  and  shall  take  great  pleasure  in 
doing  it.  I  note  what  you  say  of  A.  J.  Evans.  Davis  has  been 
and  is  no  doubt  as  you  say,  but  his  honesty  and  capacity  and 
Union  record  are  strong  claims. 

Nobody  ever  left  the  Presidency  with  less  regret,  less  disap¬ 
pointment,  fewer  heartburnings,  or  more  general  content  with 
the  result  of  his  term  (in  his  own  heart,  I  mean),  than  I  do. 
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Full  of  difficulty  and  trouble  at  first,  I  now  find  myself  on  smooth 
waters  and  under  bright  skies. 

With  best  wishes  for  you  and  yours, 

As  ever,  sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  Guy  M.  Bryan, 

Texas. 


Sunday,  January  2,  1881.  —  Our  New  Year’s  ceremonies 
passed  off  well ;  the  papers  say  with  “unwonted  brilliancy.”  Lucy 
had  gathered  a  fine  bevy  of  young  ladies  as  our  guests  for  a  fort¬ 
night  or  so.  Three  young  girls  still  in  school,  viz.,  Marion  C. 
Herron,  of  Cincinnati,  Aggie  Devens  of  Cambridge,  and  (perhaps 
our  cousin)  Dora  Scott,  of  New  Orleans.  —  Probably  she  is  not 
to  be  called  “a  nestling”  but  a  young  lady  “out.”  —  And  three 
[four]  of  the  nicest  young  ladies  in  the  world;  Kate  Morgan, 
daughter  of  Rev.  Dr.  Morgan,  of  New  York,  and  a  cousin  via 
the  Trowbridge  family,  Lizzie  Mills,  daughter  [of]  D.  O.  Mills, 
of  California,  now  living  in  New  York  City,  Carrie  Russell,  of 
Newport,  Rhode  Island,  and  Lucy  Cook,  of  Chillicothe,  Ohio. 
Seven  fine  young  people.  Our  two  lads,  Webb  and  Rud  with 
Fan  and  Scott  make  up  the  household.  A  very  fair  promise  of 
enjoyment  for  the  next  few  weeks. 

We  begin  to  long  for  home  and  freedom  more  and  more  as 
the  time  draws  nearer.  .  .  .  About  the  middle  of  October 

last,  one  fine  morning  as  we  were  passing  on  the  noble  steamer 
Columbia  out  of  the  Columbia  River  into  the  Pacific  Ocean,  we 

passed  a  beautiful  ship  the  Valiant  from  Boston,  Captain  - . 

Her  flags  were  all  up  in  honor  of  the  President  and  when  we 
were  nearest  to  her  she  gave  us  three  rousing  cheers.  She 
turned  northward  towards  Puget  Sound  and  we  headed  south¬ 
ward  for  the  Golden  Gate.  It  impressed  me  deeply. 

I  am  soon  to  become  a  private  citizen  —  to  be  entitled  to  the 
privileges  and  immunities  of  that  honorable  and  enviable  posi¬ 
tion  ;  to  have  a  right  to  manage  my  own  private  affairs  without 
intrusion.  If  not  one  of  the  wealthy  citizens  of  our  State,  I 
trust  I  shall  always  be  ready  to  offer  to  friends  that  best  part  of 
4  2  * 
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hospitality,  —  a  hearty  welcome  to  my  home;  and  to  those  who 
need  it,  that  best  part  of  charity,  —  aid  cheerfully  given  accord¬ 
ing  to  my  means. 


Personal. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  January  3,  1881. 

My  dear  S  :  —  Your  letter  of  the  31st  ult.  puts  me  in  pre¬ 
cisely  the  state  of  mind  you  were  placed  in  by  my  inexcusable 
forgetfulness  of  the  Kendrick  matter.  The  explanation  —  not 
the  excuse,  for  there  is  none  —  is  contained  in  two  statements, 
viz. ;  If  you  had  asked  me  the  same  question  and  made  the  same 
request  this  morning  before  I  read  your  letter  that  you  did  in  the 
conversation  as  to  the  retirement  of  Professor  Kendrick  [of 
West  Point] ,  I  should  have  made  you  the  same  reply  and  promise 
I  did  then.  That  is,  I  should  have  said  I  knew  nothing  about  it 
—  that  I  had  never  considered  it,  and  that  if  it  was  done  in  my 
time  I  would  try  to  look  after  the  interest  of  your  friend,  John¬ 
son.  Add  to  this  the  following. 

I  am  having  very  little  trouble  or  embarrassment  about  any¬ 
thing  as  little  as  at  any  time  since  I  came  here ;  but,  to  my 
surprise,  I  find  myself  more  crowded  with  all  sorts  of  things  to  be 
done  before  I  go  out  than  I  ever  imagined  could  be  the  case.  A 
perpetual  stream,  growing  too,  of  matters  that  must  be  attended 
to  is  pouring  in  upon  me,  and  I  haven’t  time  to  eat  or  sleep. 

Now,  if  in  all  this  you  can  find  an  apology  for  my  neglect  in 
the  Kendrick  [case],  I  beg  you  as  a  friend  to  do  it.  Before  I 
close  this  letter  I  will  see  what  has  been  done.  I  don’t  know  at 
all  except  as  you  tell  me,  and  I  will  try  to  make  it  all  even  be¬ 
tween  you  and  Mr.  Johnson  by  taking  the  blame  to  myself. 

One  word  more.  The  Army  and  Navy  are  both  sealed  books  to 
the  President.  In  a  few  important  matters  I  have  turned  over  a 
leaf  or  two  lately,  and  you  see  the  rumpus  it  makes ! 

Another  thing.  All  matters  you  want  attended  to,  do  this: 
Give  to  each  matter  a  separate  piece  of  paper.  If  you  don’t  want 
to  appear  in  it,  let  it  be  an  unsigned  memorandum  in  the  hand¬ 
writing  of  another,  and  I  will  take  special  care  to  have  it  at¬ 
tended  to.  I  mean,  of  course,  it  shall  be  considered,  and  if  right 
and  practicable,  it  shall  be  done. 
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The  statement  of  my  affairs  is  substantially  correct  and  has 
done  good.  I  am  exceedingly  obliged  to  you.  The  thirty  thou¬ 
sand  dollars  is  not  the  annual  expense  of  the  Executive  Mansion. 
That  may  not  be  over  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  but  it  is  about 
right  for  my  total  expenses.  I  have  paid  between  six  thousand 
dollars  and  seven  thousand  dollars  for  political  purposes  for  the 
advantage  of  the  Republican  cause  —  not  to  committees  of  course, 
except  possibly  fifteen  hundred  dollars  or  so,  but  yet  for  the  cause, 
and  rather  large  expenditures  for  dependents,  etc.,  etc.,  etc.  But 
you  have  given  it  to  the  public  well  and  truthfully.  I  shall  leave 
here  in  debt  from  twenty  thousand  to  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars,  but  with  a  good  credit,  plenty  of  property,  and  in  no 
sense  needing  pecuniary  aid  or  sympathy.  If  the  times  continue 
good  a  few  years  longer,  I  am  sure  of  a  competency  —  a  happy 
independence. 

I  will  write  more  tonight  or  tomorrow  after  I  see  how  the 
Kendrick  matter  is. 

[R.  B.  Hayes.] 

P.  S.  4  P.  M.  —  On  inquiry  I  find  :  —  I.  Professor  Kendrick 
was  retired  on  his  own  request,  and  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  it. 
2.  The  vacancy  was  filled  by  an  officer  who  had  for  several 
years  been  his  first  assistant  —  was  therefore  next  in  order, 
naturally,  and  was  recommended  by  the  West  Point  officers.  It 
came  to  me  as  one  of  the  “of  course”  promotions  which  I  was  not 
required  or  expected  to  consider.  3.  It  is  probably  the  best 
appointment. 

In  view  of  this  shall  I  send  for  your  friend?  He  will  probably 
discover  from  an  interview  that  I  would  have  done  what  has  been 
done  if  I  had  been  fully  advised  in  the  premises. 

Your  educational  article  is  first-rate.  —  H. 

Honorable  William  Henry  Smith. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  January  4,  1881. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  I  stated  my  preference,  on  the  subject  named 
to  you  last  night,  to  the  Cabinet  and  found  that  while  there  was 
a  general  hearty  approval,  there  was  some  slight  friction.  Not 
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enough  to  change  my  desire,  but  I  thought  it  due  to  you  to 
inform  you  of  it  before  you  finally  decide. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  Hugh  McCulloch. 

Confidential. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  January  7,  1881. 

My  dear  W — :  —  I  reply  to  the  questions  of  your  circular  in 
their  order :  — 

1.  Born  of  a  widowed  mother  —  a  posthumous  child  —  in  a 
village,  I  spent  my  childhood  in  her  little  family,  attending  school. 
My  youth  was  at  college  and  the  university. 

2.  I  did  no  regular  manual  labor,  but  was  always  fond  of  and 
used  to  all  manner  of  outdoor  sports  —  hunting,  fishing,  rowing, 
sailing,  swimming,  skating,  riding,  and  the  like,  in  all  which  I  was 
an  expert.  A  feeble  child,  I  grew  up  to  be  hardy,  strong,  and 
healthy. 

3.  My  privileges  and  experience  in  respect  to  living,  business, 
society,  and  education  were  so  favorable,  as  those  matters  are 
commonly  regarded,  that  my  chief  danger  was  in  my  opportu¬ 
nities.  It  is,  according  to  my  observation,  much  more  likely  that 
a  young  man  who  has  poverty  to  struggle  with,  and  a  lack  of 
advantages,  to  be  successful  in  life,  than  one  who  has  friends  and 
money  to  aid  him.  Prosperous  circumstances  are  too  heavy  a 
burden  for  most  young  men  in  our  American  society.  Very  few 
are  able  to  withstand  their  baneful  influence.  He  is  fortunate 
who  is  not  ruined  by  them. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Clark  Waggoner, 

Toledo. 


January  p,  1881.  —  Lucy  had  her  first  reception  yesterday 
afternoon  between  three  and  five  P.  M.  This  is  an  affair  which 
if  merely  formal  and  stiff  is  stupid  enough.  But  Lucy  by  oms- 
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meriting  the  rooms  with  flags  and  flowers  and  by  gathering  a  num¬ 
ber  of  her  most  entertaining  friends,  young  and  old,  to  assist  her, 
has  succeeded  in  making  it  an  enjoyable  social  reunion. 


Personal. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  January  13,  1881. 

My  dear  General:  — I  have  learned  that  General  Charles  H. 
Grosvenor  will  be  a  candidate  for  an  important  office  in  the  line 
of  his  profession  under  your  Administration.  Fie  deserves  spe¬ 
cial  and  favorable  consideration.  Recognizing  my  situation  with 
reference  to  the  appointment  of  Ohio  friends,  he  has  never  been 
an  applicant  before  me  for  any  place.  He  always  knew  that 
I  would,  of  course,  be  exceedingly  glad  to  appoint  him  if  I  could 
properly  do  so.  But  he  prefered  to  support  the  Administration  in 
an  independent  position.  I  now  write  to  say  in  the  most  de¬ 
cided  way  that  I  think  he  is  able,  a  sound  lawyer,  and  perfectly 
trustworthy.  His  appointment  will  greatly  gratify  me. 

Sincerely, 

General  Garfield.  R.  B.  Hayes. 


Sunday,  January  16,  1881.  —  The  [New  York]  Graphic  said  a 
few  days  ago:  Take  him  for  all  in  all,  Hayes  will  step  out  of 
office  on  the  4th  of  March  next  with  more  peace  and  blessing 
than  any  President  in  fifty-six  years.  Who  since  Monroe  has 
gone  out  both  willingly  and  regretted  ?” 

That  the  White  House  will  be  left  “willingly”  by  both  Mrs. 
Hayes  and  myself  is  perfectly  true.  Indeed,  “gladly”  might 
truthfully  be  substituted  for  “willingly.”  We  have  upon  the 
whole  enjoyed  our  four  years  here.  But  the  responsibility,  the 
embarrassments,  the  heart-breaking  sufferings  which  we  can’t 
relieve,  the  ever-present  danger  of  scandals  and  crimes  among 
those  we  are  compelled  to  trust,  and  a  thousand  other  drawbacks 
to  our  satisfaction  and  enjoyment  by  which  we  are  constantly 
surrounded,  leave  us  no  place  for  regret  upon  retiring  from  this 
conspicuous  scene  to  the  freedom,  independence,  and  safety  of 
our  obscure  and  happy  home  in  the  pleasant  grove  at  Fremont. 
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It  is  said  General  Garfield  will  restore  wine  and  liquor  to  the 
White  House.  I  hope  this  is  a  mistake.  I  am  no  fanatic  on  this 
subject.  1  do  not  sympathize  with  the  methods  of  the  ultra 
temperance  people.  I  believe  that  the  cause  of  temperance  will 
be  most  surely  promoted  by  moral,  religious,  and  educational  in¬ 
fluences  and  by  the  influence  of  example.  I  would  not  use  the 
force  of  law  as  an  agency  for  temperance  reform.  If  laws  on 
the  subject  are  enacted,  let  them  be  for  the  security  of  the  com¬ 
munity,  to  protect  the  public  from  nuisances  and  crime.  Let  the 
temperance  reformer  keep  to  the  text,  influence,  argument,  per¬ 
suasion,  example. 

When  we  came  here  we  banished  liquors  from  the  house, — 
i.  Because  it  was  right,  wise,  and  necessary.  2.  Because  it  was 
due  to  the  large  support  given  me  by  the  sincere  friends  of  the 
temperance  reform.  3.  Because  I  believed  that  it  would 
strengthen  the  Republican  party  by  detaching  from  the  political 
Temperance  party  many  good  people  who  would  join  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party  [and]  would  save  to  the  Republican  party  many  who 
would  otherwise  leave  it  to  join  the  Temperance  party. 

If  General  Garfield  rejects  the  practice  I  have  inaugurated,  he 
will  offend  thousands,  and  drive  them  into  the  hands  of  the  tem¬ 
perance  demagogues.  He  will  lose  the  confidence  of  thousands 
of  good  citizens  and  gain  no  strength  in  any  quarter.  His  course 
will  be  taken  as  evidence  that  he  lacks  the  grit  to  face  fashionable 
ridicule.  Nothing  hurts  a  man  more  than  a  general  belief  that 
he  lacks  “the  courage  of  his  convictions.” 

If  there  are  any  two  men  in  the  country  whose  opposition  and 
hatred  are  a  certificate  of  good  character  and  sound  statesman¬ 
ship,  they  are  Conkling  and  Butler.  I  enjoy  the  satisfaction  of 
being  fully  endorsed  by  the  hatred  and  opposition  of  both  these 
men. 

Hon.  John  D.  Defrees  has  been  in  public  life  more  than  forty 
years  and  is  full  of  information  of  the  great  men  of  the  past 
in  our  politics.  He  was  in  the  conference  which  formed  General 
Taylor’s  Cabinet  in  1849.  R  was  held  at  Governor  Crittenden’s 
house  in  Frankfort,  Kentucky.  General  Taylor  was  not  well 
informed  in  the  details  of  political  life  and  relied  very  much 
on  the  information  and  advice  of  Mr.  Crittenden. 
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He  [Defrees]  tells  this  of  Mr.  Lincoln:  In  1849,  Mr.  Lincoln 
was  very  anxious  to  get  the  place  of  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office.  Mr.  Defrees  came  to  Washington  to  get  it  for 
him.  He  would  probably  have  been  successful  if  he  had  reached 
Washington  a  few  days  earlier.  He  found  it  [the  office]  already 
disposed  of.  Mr.  Lincoln  was  greatly  disappointed.  Success 
then  would  probably  have  lost  him  the  Presidency  and  immortal 
fame. 

MEMORANDUM  FOR  GARFIELD. 

January  17,  1881. 

1.  Whatever  may  be  true  in  Europe  and  of  Europeans,  the 
American  who  drinks  wine  is  in  danger  of  becoming  the  victim 
of  drunkenness,  licentiousness,  and  gambling. 

2.  To  reject  the  reform  which  has  been  established  in  the 
White  House  will  grievously  disappoint  thousands  of  the  best 
people  who  suported  you. 

3.  It  will  revive  the  Temperance  party,  which  has  now  dropped 
almost  out  of  sight,  and  give  it  votes  enough  to  put  in  jeopardy 
the  Republican  ascendancy  in  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Connecti¬ 
cut,  New  York,  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  in  perhaps  thirty  northern 
congressional  districts. 

4.  It  will  seriously  damage  your  personal  reputation  and  your 
political  prospects. 

The  present  reform  is  sustained  by  the  whole  Protestant 
press,  clergy,  and  church  membership,  and  by  the  friends  of  edu¬ 
cation  and  temperance  who  are  not  professors  of  religion.  This, 
with  so  few  exceptions  that  they  need  not  be  alluded  to.  You  as 
a  professing  Christian  and  lay  preacher  will  be  regarded  as  lack¬ 
ing  the  courage  of  your  convictions  if  you  abandon  it.  It  will 
be  said  quite  as  much  by  men  of  the  world  as  by  others  that  you 
lack  the  grit  to  face  fashionable  ridicule.  That  you  can’t  afford. 
The  general  wish  is  that  you  have  two  terms.  You  will  surely 
be  renominated  if  you  wish  to  be,  or  I  am  much  mistaken.  You 
can’t  be  elected,  however,  if  you  so  deal  with  this  question  that 
from  five  to  ten  per  cent  of  the  Republican  voters  are  diverted 
to  Temperance  candidates  in  the  great  States  of  the  North. 
Tour  duty  to  the  Republican  party  is  to  let  well  enough  alone 
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on  this  subject.  The  moment  you  reject  the  reform  it  becomes 
a  political  question  which  in  the  hands  of  the  Temperance  leaders 
will  surely  take  from  us  States  and  congressional  districts  which 
we  can’t  spare. 

On  the  other  hand  if  you  accept  what  is,  there  will  not  be  a 
ripple  of  dissent  nothing  worthy  of  a  moment’s  notice.  Many 
hearts  will  be  gladdened  and  nobody  will  be  seriously  offended. 

Sunday,  January  23,  1881.  —  Coming  in,  I  was  denounced  as  a 
fraud  by  all  the  extreme  men  of  the  opposing  party,  and  as  an 
ingrate  and  a  traitor  by  the  same  class  of  men  in  my  own  party. 
Going  out,  I  have  the  good  will,  blessings,  and  approval  of  the 
best  people  of  all  parties  and  sections.  The  thing  that  seems  to 
me  unaccountable  is  that,  with  more  than  usual  distrust  of  my 
own  powers,  I  had  a  strong  and  comforting  faith  that  I  should 
be  able  to  organize  and  conduct  an  Administration  which  would 
satisfy  and  win  the  country.  This  faith  never  deserted  me.  I 
had  it  before  either  the  election  or  the  nomination.  Doubtless 
it  was  founded  on  my  experience.  I  have  often  said  that  I  never 
fail  to  gain  the  confidence  and  friendship  of  those  I  wish  to  win, 
if  I  have  time  and  an  opportunity  to  do  so. 

I  have  for  the  present  lost  the  friendship  of  General  Sherman. 
Several  things  have  occurred  to  which  this  may  be  attributed. 
1.  I  recommended  the  promotion  of  General  Grant  to  a  captain- 
generalcy.  2.  I  retired  certain  officers,  notably  General  Ord, 
against  his  advice  and  wish.  3.  I  promoted  Generals  Hazen  and 
Miles  against  his  wish.  In  all  this  there  was  no  intention  to 
slight  General  Sherman.  In  fact,  during  all  this  time  I  was  most 
desirous  to  have  his  approval  and  friendship. 


Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  January  27,  1881. 

My  dear  S— :  —  There  is  a  pro  and  con  about  Bache  or  Bash 
of  Chicago  for  paymaster.  Logan  says  he  is  strongly  for  him. 
Others  speak  ill  of  his  reputation.  How  is  the  fact? 

All  well.  Love  to  yours. 

Sincerely, 


R.  B.  Hayes. 
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P.  S.  —  Don’t  follow  up  discussions  about  my  Cabinet.  The 
fact  is,  I  first  thought  of  General  Johnston  for  a  place  —  prob¬ 
ably  the  Interior.  I  soon  saw  that  of  course  the  W ar  [Depart¬ 
ment]  would  not  do.  But  a  place  for  some  Southerner  was  in 
my  mind.  Johnston  was  not  preferred  and  Key  was.  This  is  all 
there  is  of  it.  But  I  beg  you  to  let  it  rest.  —  H. 

William  Henry  Smith. 

[Mr.  Smith  replied:  — “If  it  is  Daniel  N.  Bash  you  refer  to, 

I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  his  reputation  is  good,  and  I 
believe  he  would  make  an  honest  and  careful  paymaster.  But 
are  you  not  likely  to  get  into  deep  water  here?  In  November  last 
C.  B.  Farwell  sent  you  papers  asking  the  appointment  of  young 
Ingram,  and  when  I  was  in  Washington  in  December  you  spoke 
favorably  of  his  appointment  if  there  was  a  vacancy.  On  Satur¬ 
day  last  Mr.  Farwell  wrote  you  a  personal  letter  on  the  subject. 
Both  Bash  and  Ingram  are  good  men.  Your  first  promise  is  to 
the  latter.  But  I  can  understand  why  at  this  time  you  prefer 
to  appoint  the  former,  and  will  suggest  how  this  can  be  brought 
about  smoothly.  If  ^General  Logan  can  be  given  to  understand 
that  Farwell  yields  his  claim  as  a  personal  favor  to  him  and  to 
Mr.  Aldrich  (I  assume  that  Mr.  Aldrich  is  also  concerned  in  this 
matter  as  Bash  lives  in  his  district),  it  will  help  to  adjust  some 
complications  that  are  sure  to  arise  pretty  soon.  And  then  a  brief 
personal  letter  from  you  to  Mr.  Farwell,  saying  that  you  found 
it  necessary  to  appoint  Mr.  Bash  instead  of  Ingram  will  doubt¬ 
less  make  it  all  right  there.”] 

Private. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  February  2,  1881. 

My  dear  S — :  —  I  do  not  anticipate  the  rejection  of  Matthews. 
If  it  should  unhappily  occur,  the  geographical  reasons  will  not  be 
overlooked.  In  that  case  the  Chicago  bar  may  need  to  be  hurriedly 
canvassed.  Lawrence  and  Jewett  I  know  as  men  of  high  char¬ 
acter  in  their  professsion.  What  is  the  age  of  Lawrence  his 
health?  This  in  strictest  confidence. 

Sincerely, 

William  Henry  Smith. 

*41 


R.  B.  Hayes. 
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Private 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  February  2,  1881. 

My  dear  S — :  —  I  have  your  note.  I  have  written  to  Mr. 
Farwell  that  I  am  prevented  by  committals  from  appointing  his 
friend  paymaster.  It  is  perhaps  true  that  it  was  a  mistake  to 
have  made  these  committals  without  a  fuller  consideration  of 
the  claims  of  others.  I  regret  that  the  affair  is  as  it  is,  but  I  can’t 
change  it  now.  I  would  therefore  be  relieved  from  embarrass¬ 
ment  if  Mr.  Farwell  would  now  consent  to  waive  the  claims  of 
his  friend  in  favor  of  Bash.  You  may,  if  you  think  it  worth 
while,  show  this  note  to  Mr.  Farwell  and  dispatch  me. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Honorable  William  H.  Smith. 


February  5,  1881.  —  A  beautiful  winter  morning;  snow  every¬ 
where;  good  sleighing  yet.  Took  a  sleigh-ride  yesterday  with 
Governor  Murray,  of  Utah,  and  General  Merritt.  The  snow 
now  on  the  ground  fell,  much  of  it,  as  early  as  December  20. 

February  p.  —  Snow  going  off  rapidly.  —  Garfield  declared 
President  without  hitch  or  difficulty. 

Lucy  has  got,  we  are  told,  an  excellent  portrait  by  Huntington. 
It  is  painted  for  the  temperance  ladies.  Miss  Willard,  president 
of  the  Woman’s  Temperance  Union  of  the  United  States,  called 
today  with  Mrs.  Roach.  Miss  Willard  talked  intelligently  about 
the  whole  affair  and  in  the  best  taste  and  disposition.  I  am  glad 
to  find  she  is  so  capable  and  discreet.  We  shall  have  no  trouble 
with  such  a  lady. 

February  ij,  1881.  —  We  have  dined  out  a  number  of  times 
this  winter.  We  thought  we  might  depart  from  custom  our  last 
winter.  Last  night  we  dined  with  Mr.  George  Bancroft,  the 
historian.  The  company  at  table  was  not  large  but  it  was  notable. 
Mr.  Bancroft  —  lively,  full  of  conversation  and  vigor  at  eighty- 
two  or  more  — is  noticeable  always.  He  said:  “In  1812  I  met 
Mrs.  Jerome  Bonaparte,  nee  Patterson,  then  a  very  beautiful  and 
attractive  woman,  in  Rome.”— “Seaton  told  me  a  conversation  he 
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had  with  Calhoun.  Calhoun  was  a  candidate  for  President  when 
he  was  a  comparatively  young  man,  ‘I,’  said  Seaton,  ‘told  him  he 
was  too  young,  that  after  his  two  terms  he  would  still  be  young, 
and  he  would  find  it  hard  to  be  laid  on  the  shelf  so  young.’  Cal¬ 
houn  replied,  ‘I  would  go  home  and  write  my  memoirs.’  So 
characteristic!”  said  Bancroft.  He  said  when  Clay  was  an  old 
man  and  expecting  soon  to  die,  he  expressed  a  wish  to  be 
reconciled  to  Calhoun.  A  meeting  at  Clay’s  chamber  was  ar¬ 
ranged.  Clay  met  Calhoun  with  the  friendliest  courtesy.  Cal¬ 
houn  was  stiff  —  he  couldn’t  say  what  ought  to  be  said  or  do  what 
ought  to  be  done.  Clay  was  all  the  opposite. 

After  Mr.  Bancroft  the  other  notable  persons  present  were 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Evarts,  Senator  and  Mrs.  Hoar,  Sir  Edward 
Thornton,  Senator  Allison,  Colonel  Bonaparte,  the  grandson  of 
Prince  Jerome,  Mrs.  Bonaparte,  the  granddaughter  of  Daniel 
Webster,  Mrs.  Bancroft  Davis,  daughter  of  Senator  (“Honest 
John”)  Davis,  of  Massachusetts,  and  granddaughter  of  Rufus 
King,  Henry  Adams,  grandson  of  John  Quincy  Adams,  and  his 
wife,  niece  of  Mr.  Hooper,  ex-Secretary  of  Navy  Robeson  and 
wife,  Mr.  Thayer  of  Worcester,  Massachusetts,  and  his  wife 
(a  Livingston),  Mrs.  Hayes  and  myself.  More  “family”  than 
we  have  met.  Very  agreeable  and  intelligent  people. 

Mrs.  Bonaparte  said  her  grandfather,  Daniel  Webster,  the  night 
before  his  great  speech  in  the  debate  with  Hayne  went  to  bed 
at  8  P.  M.  and  slept  soundly  four  hours.  He  then  arose  and  be¬ 
gan  his  preparation  [of]  the  great  reply.  The  whole  subject 
poured  at  once  through  his  brain.  Only  one  day  for  that  speech ! 
Mrs.  Bonaparte  said  her  grandmother,  on  her  deathbed  at  ninety- 
five  or  ninety-six,  said  to  Colonel  Jerome:  “The  end  of  royalty 
will  soon  come  —  there  will  be  no  more  kings  or  dynasties ;  the 
world  is  now  to  be  republican.” 

Mr.  Adams  said:  “Our  system  of  government  has  failed 
utterly  in  many  respects.  The  House  is  not  what  it  was  intended 
to  be,  a  deliberative  body.  The  majority  can’t  control  its  action. 
Nothing  less  than  two-thirds  can  control  it.  Our  army  is  as  it 
ought  to  be  a  mere  police.  It  ought  to  be  called  a  police.  Our 
navy  is  nothing.  In  all  ages  the  difficulty  has  been  how  to  de¬ 
cide  who  shall  be  ruler.  It  is  the  same  here.  No  means  has  yet 
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been  discovered  of  doing  it  peacefully.  We  have  not  got  it. 
Our  reliance  is  on  the  people  being  so  as  to  need  no  government. 
When  that  is  the  case  we  are  safe.” 

February  ly,  1881.  —  Visited  Baltimore  yesterday.  Met  at  the 
depot  by  the  mayor,  Latrobe,  President  Gilman  of  the  Johns 
Hopkins  University,  and  Mr.  Keyser,  of  Baltimore  and  Ohio; 
drove  to  President  Gilman’s  —  the  old  home  of  Johns  Hopkins. 
Visited  with  “friend”  King  the  hospital  (Johns  Hopkins),  un¬ 
finished  but  with  a  commanding  site  and  on  a  noble  plan,  the  Pea¬ 
body  Library,  etc.,  and  lunched  with  President  Gilman  with  per¬ 
haps  thirty  or  forty  _of  the  best  people.  At  my  table  Judge 

- ,  Reverdy  Johnson,  and  -  Hopkins,  a  nephew  of 

[Johns  Hopkins].  In  the  evening  dined  with  the  Press  Associa¬ 
tion,  President  Fox  of  [the]  Associated  Press  [of  Baltimore]  in 
chair.  Senator  Bayard,  Governor  Hamilton,  and  the  mayor  near 
or  opposite  to  me,  with  John  L.  Thomas  at  my  right.  The  post¬ 
master  and  treasurer  also.  A  liberal,  courteous  company  of  over 
fifty;  at  Eutaw  House.  Mr.  Swinton,  Senator  Bayard,  Thomas, 
and  Randolph,  Judge  Bond,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Cox  made  good 
speeches.  Mine  was  well  received  and  with  much  enthusiasm, 
viz.,  three  cheers  as  I  closed.  Altogether  a  happy  occasion. 

February  15, 1881.  —  I  attended  the  Yale  dinner  at  the  Arling¬ 
ton  last  night.  Among  the  guests  were  President  Porter,  the 
Chief  Justice,  Mr.  Evarts,  and  a  number  of  Senators  and  Repre¬ 
sentatives,  with  scientific  men,  etc.,  etc.  The  young  men  enlivened 
the  occasion  with  college  songs.  Two  of  the  good  speeches  were 
by  the  young  men  —  Mr.  Bentley  and  Mr.  Willard.  I  signed  the 
constitution  and  so  became  a  member  of  the  Washington  Yale 
Association. 

A  word  or  two  on  the  temperance  question :  When  I  became 
President  I  was  fully  convinced  that  whatever  might  be  true  in 
Europe  and  of  Europeans,  in  our  climate  and  with  the  ex¬ 
citable  temperaments  of  the  Americans,  the  habitual  use  of  in¬ 
toxicating  drinks  was  not  safe.  I  regarded  the  danger  of  the 
habit  as  especially  great  in  political  and  official  life.  It  seemed 
to  me  that  the  example  of  excluding  liquors  from  the  White 
House  would  be  wise  and  useful,  and  would  be  approved  by 


PRESIDENT  — FOURTH  YEAR 


645 


good  people  generally.  I  knew  it  would  be  particularly  gratify¬ 
ing  to  Mrs.  Hayes  to  have  it  done.  We  had  never  been  in  the 
habit  of  using  liquors  in  our  own  house,  and  we  determined  to 
continue  our  home  custom  in  this  respect  in  our  official  residence 
in  Washington.  Mrs.  Hayes  has  been  from  childhood  a  total 
abstainer.  I  was  not  a  total  abstainer  when  I  became  President. 
But  the  discussions  which  arose  over  the  change  at  the  President’s 
house  soon  satisfied  me  that  in  this  matter,  if  our  example  was 
to  be  useful,  there  was  no  half-way  house  for  me.  During  the 
greater  part  of  my  term  and  at  least  for  the  last  three  years,  I 
have  been  in  practice  and  in  theory  a  consistent  total-abstinence 
man,  and  I  shall  continue  to  be  so.  All  statements  inconsistent 
with  the  foregoing  are  without  foundation. 


Private. 

Washington,  D.  C.,  February  17,  1881. 

Mv  dear  Mr.  Welsh  :  —  I  need  not  say  that  I  am  very  grate¬ 
ful  for  the  kindness  of  yourself  and  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia 
in  whose  behalf  you  wrote  to  me  a  month  ago.  The  invitation 
places  me  under  great  obligations.  But  after  some  consideration 
Mrs.  Hayes  and  I  agreed  in  thinking  that  it  is  upon  the  whole 
best  that  we  should  return  to  Ohio  immediately  after  the  inaugu¬ 
ration  of  General  Garfield.  No  terms  can  be  too  strong  ade¬ 
quately  to  express  my  sense  of  the  support  I  have  received  from 
men  like  yourself  and  those  you  represent,  in  the  difficult  duties 
of  the  trust  devolved  upon  me  four  years  ago.  Your  approval 
of  the  general  course  and  purpose  of  the  Administration  will  al¬ 
ways  be  remembered  among  the  most  agreeable  circumstances 
attending  my  official  life. 

With  great  respect,  I  am, 

Sincerely, 

Honorable  John  Welsh.  R.  B.  Hayes. 

Confidential. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  February  19,  1881. 

My  dear  Sir:  —  I  have  your  note  of  the  16th.  If  the  con¬ 
tingency  happens  which  you  apprehend,  there  may  be  some  em- 
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barrassment  about  placing  the  picture  [of  Mrs.  Hayes]  in  the 
White  House  at  present,  but  even  in  that  case  I  suppose  that  in  a 
few  months  it  may  be  placed  there.  In  the  meantime  I  make  this 
suggestion  merely  as  a  suggestion  for  your  consideration. 
Mr.  Huntington,  the  artist,  would  like  to  exhibit  the  picture  in 
New  York  for  a  few  weeks.  This  is  perhaps  due  to  him  for  his 
liberal  deduction  of  one  thousand  dollars  in  the  price ;  and,  be¬ 
sides,  would  not  its  exhibition  at  the  art  festival  in  New  York 
serve  the  general  purpose  of  its  friends  ? 

There  will  be  no  session  of  Congress  after  the  4th  of  March 
and  Washington  will  be  deserted  by  strangers  except  office- 
seekers. 


If  when  Mr.  Huntington  is  done  with  it,  say  about  May  1,  the 
White  House  is  not  thought  to  be  the  place  for  it,  I  am  authorized 
to  say  that  it  can  be  placed  in  the  Corcoran  Art  Gallery  in  this 
city  a  fire-proof  building  and  a  capital  place  —  where  it  will  be 
seen  by  thousands.  It  can  remain  there  until  it  can  be  placed  in 
the  White  House,  or  permanently. 

As  to  the  presentation.  That  will  have  to  be  done  by  corre¬ 
spondence.  We  leave  Washington  for  our  home  in  Ohio  Sat¬ 
urday  morning,  March  5. 

I  hope  you  will  see  in  these  suggestions  what  you  wish  by  way 
of  reply  to  your  letter. 

With  the  assurance  that  we  are  both  much  pleased  with  Mr. 
Huntington’s  work,  I  am, 

Sincerely, 


Dr.  Merrick. 


R.  B.  Hayes. 


Personal. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  February  21,  1881. 

My  dear  General:  —  I  have  your  note  of  the  17th  instant. 
Webb  or  Rud  will  meet  you  at  the  depot  and  bring  your  mother, 
the  boys,  and  nurse  direct  to  the  White  House. 

We  hope  to  attend  the  reception  the  evening  of  the  fourth.  I 
visited  the  building  a  few  days  ago.  It  is  incomparably  the  finest 
place  for  such  an  affair  I  ever  saw.  All  the  arrangements  for 
the  inauguration  seem  to  go  on  well.  The  crowd  will  be  pro- 
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digious.  Governor  Hartranft  told  me  he  would  have  from 
Pennsylvania  alone  from  five  to  seven  thousand  [men],  uni¬ 
formed  and  equipped. 

We  go  to  Sherman’s  Friday  night,  and  hope  to  leave  for  Ohio 
on  Saturday  at  10:30  A.  M.  We  fix  our  dinner  to  you  for  the 
third  of  March. 

The  Cabinet  talk  increases,  but  is  good-natured,  except  as  to 
Folger.  I  have  happened  to  see  nobody  who  did  not  speak 
strongly  in  opposition  to  him. 

We  thank  you  for  your  kindly  invitation  but  it  is  best  for  us 
to  hasten  home.  —  With  best  wishes, 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

General  Garfield. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  February  22,  1881. 

In  view  of  the  well  known  facts  that  the  sale  and  use  in  the 
Army  of  the  United  States  of  intoxicating  liquors  is  the  cause  of 
much  demoralization  among  both  men  and  officers,  and  that  such 
sale  and  use  give  rise  to  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  cases 
before  general  and  garrison  courts  martial,  involving  great  ex¬ 
pense  and  serious  injury  to  the  service,  it  is  therefore  directed 
that  the  Secretary  of  War  take  suitable  steps,  as  far  as  practicable 
consistently  with  vested  rights,  to  prevent  the  sale  of  intoxicating 
liquors  (as  a  beverage)  at  the  camps,  forts,  and  other  posts  of 
the  army. 

R.  B.  Hayes. 


February  25,  1881.  —  Our  diplomatic  reception  last  evening 
was  very  beautiful.  It  began  promptly  at  8  P.  M.,  a  large  number 
of  guests  having  arrived  as  early  as  7 :30.  The  stream  of  hand¬ 
shakers  poured  incessantly  past  us  two  hours.  The  entertain¬ 
ment  in  both  dining-rooms  was  unusually  well  done.  We  passed 
down  to  the  East  Room  in  the  following  order:  First,  Mrs. 
Hayes  and  myself,  the  Cabinet  and  families,  and  our  guests ;  then 
the  members  of  the  diplomatic  corps,  and  finally  the  guests  gen¬ 
erally.  There  was  very  little  crowding,  all  the  rooms  of  the  house 
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and  the  conservatories  being  open,  but  the  number  was  between 
two  and  three  thousand.  The  members  of  the  House  for  the 
most  part  were  prevented  from  attending  by  a  night  session  and 
deadlock  over  the  Appropriation  Bill.  Towards  the  close  of  the 
affair,  several  officers  of  the  House  entered  to  arrest  members, 
fifteen  or  so  of  whom  had  come  down  to  the  reception.  Present, 
all  of  the  Cabinet  with  many  ladies.  Supreme  Court  —  Chief 
Justice  Waite,  Miller,  Field,  Harlan,  Wood,  Bradley,  [and] 
Swayne,  [and]  Strong,  ex-[justice].  .  .  . 

March  2,  1881.  —  My  closing  days  are  full  of  satisfaction.  I 
have  shaken  hands  with  five  hundred  today.  Many  clergymen 
congratulate  me.  The  burden  of  the  talk  on  all  sides  is  a  clean, 
honest,  independent,  and  successful  Administration.  Mr. 
Stephens,  of  Georgia,  says  he  never  saw  an  Administration  go 
out  so  well  spoken  of.  Senators,  Representatives,  and  citizens 
say  the  same. 

Captain  McC —  gave  me  a  cane  with  a  cannon  head  from 
iron  of  Farragut’s  ship,  the  Hartford,  and  rosewood  shaft. 

March  3,  1881 .  —  A  bright  and  beautiful  morning.  —  The  Re¬ 
funding  Bill  reached  me  at  8  o’clock  last  evening  with  all  of  its 
objectionable  features  still  in  it.  I  shall  veto  it  today.  This 
will  be  my  last  important  act.  The  signing  of  routine  bills,  etc., 
etc.,  for  a  few  hours  more,  and  my  official  life  closes. 

Never  have  1  listened  to  as  much  commendation  as  I  heard 
yesterday.  Mrs.  Hayes  seems  to  be  a  great  and  almost  universal 
favorite.  Would  we  were  worthier!  It  is  said  by  old  public 
functionaries  and  by  citizens  that  no  President  and  his  wife  and 
family  ever  left  here  so  much  and  so  generally  regretted.  Mr. 
Roff,  Mr.  Bulloch,  and  Mr.  Herron,  with  Mrs.  Garfield,  the 
elder,  and  the  son  of  the  general,  brought  our  list  of  guests  at 
dinner  last  evening  up  to  thirty.  A  full  house! 


Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  March  4,  1881. 
My  dear  Sir:  —  I  regret  that  I  cannot  fix  a  time  when  I  can 
be  in  New  York.  We  return  to  Ohio  tomorrow.  Will  it  not  be 
possible  to  make  a  trip  to  the  West  and  paint  the  picture  at  my 
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house  in  Fremont?  The  affair  can  be  managed  in  this  way  when¬ 
ever  you  choose. 

Excuse  this  hurriedly  written  note. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 

Mr.  William  M.  Chase. 


Altoona,  Pennsylvania,  Sunday,  March  6,  1881. 

My  dear  Sir  :  —  We  stopped  over  the  day  here  and  expect  to 
reach  the  home  at  Fremont  Tuesday.  The  only  untoward  event 
connected  with  our  leaving  Washington  was  the  accident  at 
Severn  by  which  a  number  of  lives,  perhaps  four,  were  unfor¬ 
tunately  lost.  This  caused  a  delay  of  several  hours.  I  have 
written  the  President  congratulating  him  warmly  on  his  in¬ 
augural  message  and  his  Cabinet.  As  I  see  it,  his  Administration 
starts  under  very  favorable  auspices. 

I  read  the  parting  between  you  and  the  treasury  people.  It 
was  an  affecting  and  interesting  occasion.  Your  remarks  were 
extremely  felicitous.  The  notion  that  you  are  too  cold  in  tempera¬ 
ment  will  not  outlast  many  such  scenes. 

On  the  whole,  I  am  exceedingly  gratified  by  the  results  and 
the  closing  scenes  of  my  Administration.  To  no  one  am  I  more 
indebted  —  to  no  one  am  I  so  much  indebted  —  for  the  career  in 
public  life  which  is  now  closed,  as  I  am  to  you.  I  want  you  to 
know  that  I  know  and  appreciate  this  fact. 

Please  remember  us  warmly  to  Mrs.  Sherman  and  thank  her 

for  us  both. 

I  know  that  a  most  honorable  career  of  public  life  is  before  you. 
In  it  I  shall  always  feel  the  deepest  personal  interest. 

Sincerely, 

R.  B.  Hayes. 


Honorable  John  Sherman. 


p  s  _ if  f  left  a  letter  to  Bowen  of  the  Independent  on  your 

study  table,  please  mail  it.  Can’t  you  help  Rogers  to  Hunt’s 
vacancy.  —  H. 


March  p,  1881.  —  We  reached  home  last  evening.  The  weather 
was  bad  — “nasty,”  as  the  Englishmen  say,  — but  the  people 
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turned  out  and  gave  us  a  hearty  welcome  to  our  home.  Our  trip 
from  Washington  and  our  good-bye  in  Washington  had  but  one 
untoward  event  —  the  sad  railroad  accident  near  Severn  by 
which  two  lives  were  lost  and  two  others  are  not  yet  out  of 
danger.  Our  engineer,  John  M.  Unglaub,  behaved  in  the  most 
devoted  and  brave  way.  He  staid  by  the  engine,  at  his  post, 
doing  all  he  could  to  save  us.  Happily  he  will  recover. 

In  consequence  of  the  delay  we  dined  the  evening  of  the  5th, 
Saturday,  with  our  good  friends  at  Mr.  Samuel  M.  Shoemaker’s. 
We  then  in  a  new  car,  a  Pullman,  went  on  till  we  reached  Al¬ 
toona,  where  we  staid  over  Sunday.  Monday  we  reached 
Cleveland  and  staid  with  our  kinsfolks,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis 
Austin.  We  were  called  on  by  a  good  number  (seven)  of  the 
Twenty-third  and  by  many  of  the  best  people.  General  Barnett, 
Mr.  Foote,  Ely,  Colonel  Harris,  Eels,  and  many  others. 

At  Clyde  we  were  met  by  the  Fremont  Reception  Committee 
just  at  dark  Tuesday  (8th)  and  found  [awaiting  us  on  our 
arrival  at  Fremont]  a  large  crowd  with  bands,  torches,  and 
banners.  We  were  heartily  welcomed  and  taken  home  via 
Croghan  Street,  Main  Street  [now  Park  Avenue],  Birchard 
Avenue,  and  Buckland  Avenue  to  Spiegel  Grove,  with  a  large 
throng  of  men,  women,  and  children.  I  will  put  the  names 
of  committees  with  the  programme  in  my  scrap-book  of  this  date. 
Mr.  Everett  made  a  speech  on  my  veranda  to  which  I  replied. 
After  this  Mrs.  Hayes  and  I  shook  hands  with  a  large  part  of  the 
meeting. 
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